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Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF)Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF)

• Multi-disciplinary approach 
– Encourage the marketplace of ideas

• A = Ultimate Outcome: 
– Decreasing violence and increasing governance

• B = Interim Outcome: theory dependent (social sciences)
• C = Research Question (RFP)
• Organize CT goals by ultimate and interim outcomes (C B 

A)
– For example: interim: moderating violence, encouraging defection

• Establishing causal relationships to achieve the ultimate 
outcome 
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Bucket Examples

• Terrorism
• Counterterrorism
• State
• Non-State
• Other States
• Overlap
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Questions?
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