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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Dr. Hans Binnendijk
Dr. Hans Binnendijk is currently the Vice President for Research of the National Defense 
University and the Theodore Roosevelt Chair in National Security Policy. He is also 
Director of the Institute for National Strategic Studies (INSS), and the Founding Director of 
the Center for Technology and National Security Policy at NDU.  He previously served on 
the National Security Council as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for 
Defense Policy and Arms Control (1999-2001). From 1994 to 1999, Dr. Binnendijk was 
Director of the Institute for National Strategic Studies at the National Defense University. 
Prior to that, he was Principal Deputy Director and Acting Director of the State 
Department's Policy Planning Staff (1993-1994). He also served as Deputy Staff Director 
and Legislative Director of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee (1980-1985). He has 
received numerous awards for his government service, including two Distinguished Public 
Service Awards and a Superior Service Award. In academia, Dr. Binnendijk was Director of 
the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University, where he was also the 
Marshall B. Coyne Research Professor at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service 
(1991-1993). He was Deputy Director and Director of Studies at London's International 
Institute for Strategic Studies and Editor of Survival from 1988-1991. He is author or co-
author of more than 100 articles, editorials and reports. His most recent book is Seeing the 
Elephant: The U.S. Role in Global Security (Potomac Books: 2006). Dr. Binnendijk serves 
on the Board of Overseers of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, on the Studies 
Committee of the Council on Foreign Relations, and as Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Humanity in Action. He previously served on the US Committee of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies and the CSIS International Research Council. He has received 
the Cross of the Order of Merit from the Federal Republic of Germany. Dr. Binnendijk is a 
1968 graduate of the University of Pennsylvania. He received his M.A.L.D. and his Ph.D. in 
international relations from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.

Mr. Manfred Braitinger
Currently, Mr. Braitinger works as Senior Vice President and special advisor for defence and 
security programs. Since 1980, he has served with IABG in a variety of roles; as project 
engineer on several missile programs (e.g. AMRAAM/ASRAAM, MSAM); as Group 
Leader (1986-1988) for the German Extended Air Defence programs (ELV) and for the 
US/GE ROLAND / PATRIOT EAD program; as Head of Department (1988-1996) with the 
responsibility for all air-to-air missile, surface-to-air missile and RECCE UAV programs; as 
Vice President and Head of Division (1996-1999) with the responsibility for all missile, 
aircraft and helicopter programs. Since 1996, he has worked as Executive Vice President 
and Technical Director of MEADS, LLC in Huntsville, Alabama; and as Senior Vice 
President and Head of the IABG Business Unit “Defence & Security” (1999-2011) with the 
portfolio responsibility for “System Engineering and Technical Assistance (SETA)” for 
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joint, air, land and naval forces and systems.

Dr. Leonard Caveny
Len Caveny is a consultant to US aerospace companies and the Air Force Rocket Propulsion 
Laboratory.  He joined the SDIO Innovative Science and Technology (IST) Directorate as 
Associate Director in 1985 and retired as the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization's 
(BMDO) Director of Science & Technology in 1997.  Between 1989 and 1997, he led four 
space-flight projects.  He has extensive experience in rocket propulsion, aerospace systems, 
hypervelocity flight, sensing, energy conversion, and aerospace R&D (i.e., Thiokol 
Huntsville 1960-67, Northrop Huntsville 1968-69, Princeton University 1969-1980, and 
AFOSR 1980-1984).  Since retiring from DoD, he maintains consulting relationships and 
purchase order projects (through Caveny Tech, LLC) with the Air Force Rocket Propulsion 
Laboratory, National laboratories, and several aerospace companies.  He continues to serve 
on National Research Council (NRC) and DoD committees and panels.  Presently, he is on 
the NRC Committee to assess Air Force's Reusable Booster System.  Acknowledgements of 
his contributions include Lifetime National Associate of the National Academies, American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Fellow, AIAA Wyld Propulsion Medal, 
Russian Space Federation Yuri Gagarin Medal, and JANNAF Combustion Committee 
Award for Outstanding Contributions, and several best technical paper awards.  He attended 
Georgia Tech on a NROTC Scholarship.  After graduation in 1956, he served as Officer of 
the Deck and Engineering Officer of a destroyer operating in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, 
Middle East, and Persian Gulf.  He completed his Master's degree at Georgia Tech in 1960 
and his PhD in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Alabama in 1969.

Mr. Robert Dumitrescu
Since 2006 he is a political officer at the Embassy of Romania in Washington, advising on 
security policy and political-military and strategic affairs. The main portfolio was the 
cooperation with US on Missile Defence, that included in 2011 the conclusion of the 
bilateral BMD Agreement and the adoption of the Strategic Partnership for the 21st Century 
of United States with Romania. During his previous assignment, starting with 2001, was a 
political advisor at the Permanent Delegation to NATO in Brussels, dealing with Romania's 
accession process, from partnership, through Membership Action Plan and invitee to fully 
fledged membership. He was the Romanian representative in the NATO Political Committee 
on issues related with Russia (Prep Com) and Ukraine. Mr. Dumitrescu joined the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in 1999 and was the coordinator of planning, analysis and communication 
activity of the Security Policy Division focusing on NATO enlargement, Membership 
Action Plan and political strategy for NATO accession. Before becoming a diplomat, he had  
three short term missions as OSCE observer in post-war Bosnia-Herzegovina (1997). Mr. 
Dumitrescu graduated from the Law University in Bucharest and has post-graduate security 
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studies to Romanian National College of  Defence (1998)  and U.S. George C. Marshall 
Center for Security Studies, Garmisch - Partenckirchen, Germany (1999).  He also holds a 
Master in Bussines Information Management from Vrije Universiteit Brussel.

Admiral William Fallon
In 2008, William J. Fallon retired as a four star Admiral after a distinguished 40-year career 
of military and strategic leadership. He has led U.S. and Allied forces in eight separate 
commands and played a leadership role in military and diplomatic matters at the highest 
levels of the U.S. government. As head of the U.S. Central command, Admiral Fallon 
directed all U.S. military operations in the Middle East, Central Asia and Horn of Africa, 
focusing on combat efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan. He also led the U.S. Pacific Command 
for two years, directing political-military activities in the Asia-Pacific region. His 
achievements include a resumption of military engagement with China, new outreach to 
India, a new agreement on a strategic framework with Japan, and humanitarian assistance to 
the victims of the 2006 Tsunami in SE Asia. He also served as Presidential Envoy to Japan, 
handling bi-lateral relations after the collision of a U.S. submarine and a Japanese fishing 
vessel. On 9/11, Admiral Fallon was serving in the Pentagon as Vice Chief of the Navy. He 
personally directed the recovery of the navy staff in the wake of the attack and led in the 
planning of the retaliatory attacks on Al-Qaeda and Taliban forces in Afghanistan. Admiral 
Fallon directed the planning of the $124 billion Navy budget and management of 380,000 
personnel. He later commanded the U.S. Atlantic Fleet and U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
with responsibility for the readiness of the U.S. Naval forces worldwide. Beginning as a 
combat aviator flying from a carrier during the Vietnam War, he participated in many vital 
U.S. military operations. He commanded a Carrier Air Wing in combat during the Gulf War 
of 1991, and commanded a Navy Battle Group and the U.S. 6th Fleet Battle Force during 
NATO military operations in Bosnia. Admiral Fallon is a graduate of Villanova University, 
the U.S. Naval War College, the National War College, and has an MA in International 
Studies from Old Dominion University. He was the Robert E. Wilhelm Fellow at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Center for International Studies and currently chairs 
its Advisory Board. He has shared his views on security and foreign policy in Esquire, on the 
opinion pages of The New York Times, and on Charlie Rose. He is a member of the U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Science Board and the American Security Project. He has been an 
advisor to the Experts Panel of the Congressional Commission on the Strategic Posture of 
the U.S. Currently, he is Chairman of CounterTack, Inc., a cyber security firm. Admiral 
Fallon and Mary, his wife of 43 years, are the parents of four children: Susan, Barbara, 
William, a serving naval officer, and Christina. They have two grandchildren. When they 
have free time, Bill and Mary Fallon visit their vacation home in Montana, where they enjoy 
hiking, fishing, reading history and the company of good friends.
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Colonel Samuel Gardiner
Colonel Sam Gardiner, US Air Force (retired), works strategic issues. He has taught a
course on strategy at the National War College for 20 years. He has taught strategy at the
Air War College, Army War College and Naval War College. He was a visiting scholar at
the Swedish Defense College. He has been involved with and facilitated State Department
strategy reviews. He designs and conducts war games. His last duty assignment when he
was in the Air Force was Chairman of the Department of Joint and Combined Operations at
the National War College.

Mr. Dean Gehr
Dean T. Gehr is the director for Strategy and Growth for the Air & Missile Defense Systems 
product line, Raytheon Missile Systems (RMS). He began his role as director in March 
2010. In his current role, Mr. Gehr covers a portfolio of programs worth over $2B annually, 
including SM-2, SM-3, SM-6, and the Exo-atmospheric Kill Vehicle (EKV).  He is 
responsible for domestic and international strategic planning and implementation, internal 
research and development investment, customer interface and requirements tracking. Mr. 
Gehr previously served as the deputy director for Advanced Missile Defense (AMD).  In this 
role, he was responsible for program identification, capture and execution of international 
and advanced missile defense systems, including NCADE, ALTBMD SE&I and various 
advanced technology efforts.  Mr. Gehr was also the Land-Based SM-3 program manager, 
leading a government funded study and internal research and development. Prior to this role, 
Mr. Gehr served as business development director for missile defense.  In this capacity, he 
led a business development team in supporting multiple missile defense product lines, 
including Naval Weapon Systems, EKV, Kinetic Energy Interceptor (KEI) and AMD. 
Raytheon Company, with 2008 sales of $23.2 billion, is a technology and innovation leader 
specializing in defense, homeland security and other government markets throughout the 
world.  With headquarters in Waltham, Mass., Raytheon employs 73,000 people worldwide. 
RMS is Raytheon's leader in missile system design, manufacturing and support providing 
affordable, integrated missile systems to a broad international and domestic customer base, 
including the U.S. Missile Defense Agency, the U.S. Armed Forces and many international 
governments. Mr. Gehr joined Raytheon in August 1988 after earning a Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering and a Masters in Business Administration from the University of 
Southern California. Mr. Gehr held a number of other positions in business development, 
program management, finance and marketing.  He has conducted and completed 
professional education/training in Program Management, Budget/Finance, International 
Traffic in Arms Regulation (ITAR), C and FORTRAN Software Programming, 
Cost/Schedule Control Systems. Thermal Imaging Systems and Guided Missile Design. Mr. 
Gehr was born in Evanston, Illinois.  He is married and has one child.
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Ambassador Jon Glassman
Ambassador Jon D. Glassman is Director for Government Policy of the Northrop Grumman 
Corporation’s Electronic Systems sector ($7.4 billion revenue--2011).  Prior to this 
appointment, he served from 1998-2006 as Vice President for International Business 
Development of Northrop Grumman Electronic Systems International. Before 1998, he 
worked in the US Department of State. At the State Department, Ambassador Glassman 
during 1996-1998 was Deputy for Military Stabilization in the Balkans.  He held the 
Department of State Chair at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces from 1994-1996. 
From 1991 to 1994, Dr. Glassman was the United States Ambassador to the Republic of 
Paraguay. A career Foreign Service Officer, Ambassador Glassman served as Assistant to 
the Vice President of the United States and as the Deputy Assistant for National Security 
Affairs.  Before arriving at the White House, Ambassador Glassman was Charge d’Affaires 
(Chief of Mission) of the American Embassy at Kabul, Afghanistan during the last two years 
of the Soviet occupation. Other overseas positions included:  First Secretary of the American 
Embassy, Mexico City; Deputy Chief of the United States’ Interests Section, Havana, Cuba; 
Second Secretary of the American Embassy, Moscow, USSR; and Third Secretary of the 
American Embassy, Madrid, Spain. Ambassador Glassman served at the U.S. Department of 
State in a number of capacities:  Country Director for Australia and New Zealand Affairs, 
Senior Advisor to the President’s Special Representative for Central American Negotiations, 
Senior Member of the Secretary of State’s Policy Planning Staff (for East Asia and Latin 
America), International Relations Officer for the Soviet Desk and for the United States Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agency. Ambassador Glassman was born in New York City.  He 
earned a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern California and an M.A., 
Certificate of the Russian Institute, and Ph.D. from Columbia University.  He was an 
International Affairs Fellow of the Council of Foreign Relations at the Program on Science 
and International Affairs, Harvard University. Foreign languages spoken by Ambassador 
Glassman include Spanish, Russian and Dari (Afghan Persian.)  Among his honors are the 
Presidential Meritorious Service Award, three Department of State Superior Honor Awards, 
and the Northrop Grumman Chairman’s Award for Excellence. Ambassador Glassman is the 
author of Arms for the Arabs: The Soviet Union and War in the Middle East (Johns Hopkins 
University Press) and several articles.  He is a Member of the Executive Committee of the 
Strike, Land Attack, and Air Defense Division (SLAAD) of the National Defense Industrial 
Association.

Mr. Douglas Graham
Douglas R. “Doug” Graham was named vice president for Advanced Programs, Strategic 
and Missile Defense Systems, Lockheed Martin Space Systems Company in January 2008. 
Mr. Graham leads an organization of nearly 500 employees in California, Colorado, 
Pennsylvania and Alabama. He is responsible for leveraging current programs, capabilities 
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and technology investments to expand Lockheed Martin’s role in support of U.S. and 
international missile defense and strategic missile system customers. His portfolio includes 
developing advanced concepts, technologies and systems to address key national mission 
needs, from enhancing the robustness of the ballistic missile defense system, to providing 
precision global strike options to the warfighter, to developing advanced directed energy 
weapons that address key warfighter mission needs. Mr. Graham’s program management 
responsibilities include: the Missile Defense Agency’s Standard Missile-3 Block IIB and 
Precision Space Tracking System; the Missile Defense Agency-U.S. Air Force Airborne 
Laser Test Bed; the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency’s Aero-Adaptive/Aero-
Optic Beam Control and Falcon Hypersonic Technology Vehicle-2 programs; and Reentry 
Systems for the U.S. Air Force Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile. Mr. Graham 
previously was vice president of Advanced Programs for Missile Defense Systems.  He 
joined Lockheed Martin in March 1993. He came to Lockheed Martin from the Department 
of Defense where he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategic Defense, 
Space and Verification Policy in the Office of the Secretary of Defense. His government 
career included assignments as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Senate Affairs and 
Professional Staff Member, Committee on Armed Services, United States Senate. In 1993, 
he received the Secretary of Defense Medal for Outstanding Public Service. Mr. Graham 
graduated from Amherst College in Amherst, Mass., in 1981 and received a master’s degree 
in government from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., in 1988. He lives in 
Morgan Hill, Calif., with his wife Margaret and their three children.

Mr. Steven Hildreth
Steven Hildreth is Specialist in Missile Defense and Nonproliferation at the Congressional 
Research Service since 1985. He received an M.A. from Georgetown University and a 
M.Sci. in National Security Strategy from The National War College (1998). Mr. Hildreth 
has published a number of books and journal articles on various national security issues and 
ballistic missile defense. He also coordinated his agency's support of the Joint Intelligence 
Committee Investigating the Events of 9/11.

Dr. James Keagle
Dr. James M. Keagle is the Director of the Transforming National Security seminar series at 
the Center for Technology and National Security Policy at the National Defense University.  
Prior to this position, Dr. Keagle served for nine years as the National Defense University's 
Provost (effective 2004) and Vice President for Academic Affairs (effective 1999). Prior to 
these positions, he served as a professor of National Security Strategy at NDU. In that role 
Dr. Keagle worked as a research faculty member assisting with NDU’s modeling and 
simulation and work with interagency education and training. Accepting an appointment to 
the U.S. Air Force Academy, he graduated 2nd academically in his class in June 1974. 
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Following graduation, he went to the University of Pittsburgh to complete his Master’s of 
Arts degree in political science and earned a graduate certificate in Latin American studies 
(1975). After a tour as a munitions maintenance officer, Dr. Keagle went on to become an 
assistant professor of political science at the U.S. Air Force Academy. In 1980, he went on 
to Princeton University where he completed both a Master’s of Arts degree (1981) and Ph.D. 
(1982) in politics. He proudly notes his honorary Ph.D from the Military Technical 
Academy of Romania--the only United States citizen so honored. Following his extensive 
education, Dr. Keagle’s next six tours were political-military assignment that included direct 
access and interaction with Cabinet-level government officials on national security related 
matters. These assignments included work for two Combatant Commanders as a senior 
strategist; for the Office of Secretary of Defense pertaining to Cuba; Deputy Director, Office 
of the Secretary of Defense Bosnian Task Force; and for the Deputy Under Secretary of the 
Air Force in International Affairs as Senior Strategist. Military. For the last two years he has 
led multiple NATO and Defense Education Enhancement Teams to Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
and Montenegro. Since leaving military service, Dr. Keagle has held the position of adjunct 
professor at a number of institutions to include: Syracuse University, American University, 
Central Michigan University, Catholic University, University of Colorado, and Lake 
Superior State College. He also holds an honorary professorships with Transilvania 
University in Brasov, Romania, as well as the Mongolian Defense University--again, the 
only American so honored. Dr. Keagle and wife Kay are the proud parents of three adult 
children.

Mr. James Kiessling
During his career in industry and government; Mr. Kiessling has worked with submarine 
launched missiles, design and development of missile interceptor prototypes and various 
sensors including ground based optics, aircraft sensors and sensors inserted into space. His 
principal interest and emphasis has been the phenomenology of objects in a near earth space 
environment and how remote sensing data is applied to the problem of inferring object 
identity. In 1993 he provided analysis and expert testimony to the GAO regarding the HOE 
experiment; the resulting GAO report was titled “Records Indicate Deception Program Did 
Not Affect 1984 Test Results”. In 2002 he received OSD and ITEA awards for his technical 
leadership of the HALO II aircraft EO/IR sensor and integration efforts. After 14 years with 
BMDO / MDA in various technical positions; his current tasking within OSD/ATL reviews 
design engineering and developmental test activities with emphasis on Space and Missile 
Defense Systems for the DASD / DTE.

Dr. John Plumb
Dr. John F. Plumb is the Principal Director for Nuclear and Missile Defense Policy in the 
offices of the Secretary of Defense. In this role he helps provide Department of Defense 
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policy oversight and guidance of both the nuclear weapons enterprise and ballistic missile 
defense programs. Prior to this position, Dr. Plumb served in the office of United States 
Senator Ken Salazar, first as a Congressional Science and Technology Fellow through the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, and subsequently on the Senator's 
personal staff as his Military Legislative Advisor. He also served over six years as a 
submarine officer in the United States Navy, qualifying as Officer of the Deck and Engineer 
Officer onboard the fast attack Los Angeles class submarine U.S.S. San Juan (SSN-751).  
Following his sea tour, he taught at the Navy's Nuclear Power School, where he was 
responsible for the instruction of hundreds of officer students each year.  His academic 
degrees include a Ph.D. in aerospace engineering from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, and a B.S. in physics from the University of Notre Dame.  His military decorations 
include the Navy Commendation, Army Commendation, Navy Achievement, and Navy 
Expeditionary Medals.  He remains active in the Navy Reserves, where he currently holds 
the rank of Commander.

LtCol Ingo Scharschmidt
LTC Scharschmidt currently serves as the Director Combat Development, German Air Force 
Air Defense Center at Fort Bliss, TX   As the Director DCD, he coordinates the efforts of 
the Concept and Combat Development of German Air Force Air Defense. The Branch´s 
main focus is on Basic Research, Model Development, Simulation, Experimentations, 
Analysis and Standardization for currently fielded und future Air and Missile Defense 
Systems of German Air Force Air Defense. His prior command assignments include serving 
as the Commander, PATRIOT SAM Group 21, Sanitz, as the Deputy Commander, 
PATRIOT SAM Group 24 as well as as the Commander 5th Squadron PATRIOT SAM 
Group 26. His previous staff assignments include Chief of Training and Exercises for the 
German Air Force Operations Command at Kalkar, S-3 Operations and Plans for SAM 
Wing 1 (Brigade Level) at Husum and S-3 (Operations) for HAWK  SAM Group 39 at 
Stadum, all in Germany. LTC Scharschmidt joined the German Federal Armed Forces in 
July 1986 as a conscript. After graduating from the German Air Force Officer`s Academy 
and the University, he was trained as a HAWK Fire Control Officer in FORT BLISS, TX in 
1991. LTC Scharschmidt was born an 11 October 1996 in Rendsburg, Germany and is 
married to Maren Scharschmidt; they have three sons.

Ms. Ellen Tauscher
On February 7, 2012, Ellen O. Tauscher was sworn-in as the Special Envoy for Strategic 
Stability and Missile Defense. On June 27, 2009, Special Envoy Tauscher was sworn-in as 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security. Under Secretary 
Tauscher previously had represented California’s 10th Congressional District for 13 years in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. The district includes San Francisco’s suburbs in Contra 
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Costa, Alameda Solano, and Sacramento counties. She was the only member of Congress to 
have two national defense laboratories, Lawrence Livermore and Sandia California, in her 
district. The district also includes Camp Parks Army Reserve facility and Travis Air Force 
Base, home of the 60th Air Mobility Wing. She chaired the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces since 2007 and she was a senior member of the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. She also chaired the New Democrat 
Coalition, a group of more than 60 centrist House Democrats. Before winning a seat in 
Congress, Under Secretary Tauscher spent 14 years working on Wall Street. She was one of 
the first women to hold a seat on the New York Stock Exchange and later served as an 
officer of the American Stock Exchange. Under Secretary Tauscher graduated from Seton 
Hall University.

Ambassador Adrian Vierita
Prior to his current assignment, served as State Secretary for European Affairs with the 
Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Between 2002 and 2006, he was Ambassador to the 
Federal Republic of Germany. He joined the Foreign Service in 1991. He held various 
executive positions with the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including Director of the 
Central and South-Eastern European Directorate and General Director for European and 
Transatlantic Affairs. Previous postings included the Permanent Mission of Romania to UN 
and OSCE in Vienna, where he covered CFE Treaty negotiations and Black Sea security 
issues and he served as Deputy Permanent Representative to IAEA. In 2002 was decorated 
with the Order of Faithful Service of Romania in the Rank of Officer and in 2006 he 
received the Great Cross of Merit of The Federal Republic of Germany. Mr. Vierita 
graduated the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna program of post-academic studies in 
International Affairs and European Integration, as well as the Romanian Institute of 
International Studies in Bucharest. He holds a PhD in economic sciences from the Academy 
of Economic Studies in Bucharest and he was also a Visiting Lecturer to the European 
College for Liberal Arts in Berlin.
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