
Helping leaders navigate moral uncertainty 

Religion and the role it plays in 
conflict is an emerging area of 
work for INSEL in both its 
education and outreach efforts. 

Dr. Albert C. Pierce, INSEL’s 
Director, explained that “religion 
and conflict can be related in 
several ways. Religion can be a 
source of conflict, a vehicle for 
conflict resolution, and a tool in 
conflict prevention.” 

Why this emphasis now? INSEL’s 
Senior Military Fellow, Chaplain 
(COL) Eric Wester, pointed to the 
publication about 15 years ago of 
Douglas Johnston’s and Cynthia 
Sampson’s important book, 
Religion, the Missing Dimension 
of Statecraft. For at least a 
decade, diplomats and the 
military have begun to re-engage 
with religion, exploring  the role 
religion plays in statecraft and 
military operations.   

The religions of indigenous 
populations and the religions of 
faith-based organizations 
operating in a commander’s Area 
of Responsibility are all part of the 
operational environment.  
“Religion,” said Chaplain Wester, 
“has become an increasingly 
prominent and discrete  
dimension of our military 
engagements around the world, 
whether those engagements are 
combat operations or 
humanitarian efforts. Thoughtful 
planners take into account the 
religious framework of the people 
and the social and civil 
organizations and structures in 
the environment.”  

Another factor in the growing 
interest in religion and conflict is 
the work that military chaplains 
have done in engaging on ethics 
and values. Chaplain Wester 
explained that chaplains 
represent the connection between 

the values and 
beliefs that 
service members 
bring with them 
and the values 
and aspirations 
of the military as 
an institution. 

As part of 
INSEL’s 
education 
mission, 
Chaplain Wester 
offers an elective 
in religion and 
national security 
for NDU’s 
students. This summer, he is also 
teaching three sessions on 
religion in America in NDU’s 12-
session American Studies elective 
for its International Fellows. The 
purpose is to help students  
understand better religion’s role 
in America’s founding and 
identity, its role in the 
international relationships and 
outreach of the United States, 
and its role in the military. 

INSEL has also co-sponsored 
three major outreach events with 
the Berkley Center for Religion, 
Peace, and World Affairs at 
Georgetown University on the 
topic of religion and conflict. Last 
June, INSEL hosted a 3-day 
conference for about 25 faculty 
members from PME institutions.   

In March 2010 came a 
conference for Joint Staff and 
Combatant Command chaplains 
at the Pentagon. Commanders 
often turn to chaplains to address 
the role of religion in their Area of 
Responsibility, to ensure that 
religion is effectively integrated as 
a factor in planning efforts. 

In the third event, on June 14 at 
the National War College (NWC), 

an interagency simulation, 
called the Afghan Provincial 
Reconstruction Game, will be 
previewed for NWC faculty. The 
simulation’s focus is on building 
awareness and understanding 
about organizations involved in 
capacity building. Designed for 
a two-hour seminar, this “pick 
up and go” simulation can be 
used in any classroom with 
anywhere from 6 to 30 
students. The event at NWC will 
help faculty members figure out 
how to best incorporate the 
topic into their curricula. 

INSEL’s efforts to describe and 
understand religion as integral 
to the bigger operational picture 
will continue, as will the 
military’s growing interest in the 
role that religion plays in 
conflict. “Religion,” said 
Chaplain Wester, “is as self-
evident as the terrain and the 
weather, and not to recognize 
that is to blunt our ability to 
engage.” 
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Inside this issue: 
• INSEL’s Director travels to 

Kazakhstan to teach 
leadership and ethics.  

• INSEL’s Senior Military Fellow 
works with other chaplains to 
integrate their efforts to 
teach military ethics with 
Army- and DoD-wide efforts.  

• A working group of scholars 
and practitioners will explore 
issues about noncombatant 
immunity. 

 2010 Upcoming Events 

23-25 June 
INSEL, the Institut fur Theologie 
und Frieden, and the Kroc Insti-
tute for International Peace Stud-
ies at University of Notre Dame 
are jointly holding a seminar on 
noncombatant immunity.  By 
invitation only. 

 

 

 

Padre Steve Moore, Major, Canadian Forces Chaplain, addresses 
the Joint Staff and Combatant Command chaplains in an INSEL 
conference at the Pentagon.  
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Dr. Albert C. 
Pierce, INSEL’s 
Director, has been 
on the move this 
spring and 
summer, traveling 
around the world 
as part of INSEL’s 
outreach and 
curriculum 
development 
efforts. Dr. 
Pierce’s travels 
began in England 
in late April, when 
he met with senior 
officials at the 
United Kingdom’s 
Defence Academy 
and the Royal 
College of Defence 

Studies to explore opportunities for 
collaboration with the National 
Defense University (NDU). From 
there, Dr. Pierce continued to 
Kazakhstan the first week of May.   

As part of an outreach effort to 
counterpart institutions, Dr. Pierce 
conducted two days of intensive 
workshops on ethics and leader-
ship at Kazakhstan’s National 
Defense University (NDU). These 
intensive workshops were part of a 
larger Partnership Action Plan 

Defense Institution Building program 
undertaken by NATO.   

One product of that program is a 
Reference Curriculum. The adapt-
able curriculum covers public 
administration and governance, 
defense management and econom-
ics, and ethics and leadership. The 
aim is to help participating countries 
develop and strengthen military and 
defense education systems.  
Professional armed forces require a 
robust professional military educa-
tion system (PME), and a strong 
emphasis on ethics and leadership 
is integral to a first-rate PME system. 

Dr. Pierce had been in Kazakhstan 
last September and was invited 
back this year. Dr. Pierce partnered 
with Dr. Joseph Thomas, Senior 
Fellow at the VADM Stockdale 
Center for Ethical Leadership at the 
U.S. Naval Academy, to work with 
students and faculty on ethics and 
leadership. The curriculum consists 
of three blocks: the individual in the 
profession, the profession at work, 
and the profession in society.   

The experience, said Dr. Pierce, 
“was highly rewarding, both for the 
Kazak faculty and students—and for 
Joe Thomas and me.” 

In mid June, Dr. Pierce is slated 
to attend the annual conference 
of the Partnership for Peace 
Consortium of Defense Acad-
emies and Security Studies 
Institutes, held this year in 
Warsaw, in cooperation with the 
Polish National Defence 
University.    

Because the consortium has 
member educators and 
researchers from defense and 
security coming together in 
volunteer working groups, this 
year’s conference focuses on 
how to leverage the different 
networks. The goal is to 
enhance defense education, 
which in turn leads to defense 
institution-building, which 
boosts partner capacity. Dr. 
Pierce is the first speaker in a 
panel on governance, leader-
ship, and ethics.  

A little closer to home, Dr. 
Pierce also traveled to South 
Carolina in May, where he 
delivered a lecture and worked 
on curriculum development for 
the Navy Chaplain’s School at 
Fort Jackson. 

INSEL’s Director Engages in Global Outreach  
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Dr. Joseph Thomas and INSEL Director Dr. Albert 
C. Pierce at  Kazakhstan NDU. 

Welcome Aboard! 
 

INSEL is pleased to announce that Carol Walton has joined our team as our new administrative 
specialist. Carol comes to National Defense University from the Military District of Washington.  
She brings with her more than 20 years of active duty military experience in the administrative 
arena, from a multitude of joint and multinational assignments.   



As INSEL’s Senior Military Fellow, 
Chaplain (COL) Eric Wester teaches 
graduate courses at the National 
Defense University (NDU) about eth-
ics, religion, and national strategy. He 
also fosters interservice and inter-
agency professional and academic 
development in ethics and religion.  
Chaplain Wester offers NDU and 
INSEL a unique perspective about 
what chaplains can add to the efforts 
by DoD, the Army, and the Army Re-
serve to teach military ethics.  

In April at Fort Monroe, Virginia, 
Chaplain Wester served as a senior 
advisor to four working groups of 
military chaplains assigned as ethics 
instructors across the Army. The ef-
fort was sponsored by the United 
States Army Training and Doctrine 
Command (TRADOC) and the Army 
Center of Excellence for the Profes-
sional Military Ethic (ACPME). This 
group was charged with finding the 
way ahead for integrating chaplaincy 
efforts with those of ACPME to teach 

professional military ethics. Their work 
included how to best use the cadre of 
educated, experienced chaplains to 
address military ethics in Army institu-
tions. General Martin E. Dempsey, 
TRADOC commanding general, was 
the keynote speaker.  

At the end of April, Chaplain Wester 
traveled to West Point for a workshop.  
Its goal was to articulate the Army’s 
professional military ethic within a 
clear conceptual framework and to 
consider how to apply those concepts 
in teaching. The workshop was organ-
ized by faculty members of the United 
States Military Academy and spon-
sored by the ACPME.   

Chaplain Wester also continues to 
serve NDU in his capacity as a chap-
lain. He is an organizer of Strong 
Bonds (an Army Chaplaincy retreat 
program) which delivers experiential 
learning about the impact of deploy-
ment and the return home from com-
bat on couples and families.  

In the last year, Chaplain Wester organ-
ized two retreats with more than 150 par-
ticipants, including students and faculty 
from several of NDU’s colleges.  

“Strong Bonds,” said Chaplain Wester, “is 
part of my care of those who serve our 
Nation, and it supports the entire NDU 
community. It informs and expands on my 
work here at INSEL.” 

INSEL Chaplain Adds to Efforts to Teach Military Ethics 
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Gen. Martin E. Dempsey with the instructors of the Chaplain Service 
School. Chaplain Wester is in the front row, second from the right.  
Photo Credit Sgt. Angelica Golindano. 

While some experts claim that recent 
wars have been the most discrimi-
nate in history, still the proportion of 
civilian casualties has risen. Are non-
combatants more vulnerable in to-
day’s conflicts?   

Noted scholars and practitioners will 
grapple with this and other questions 
about noncombatant immunity in a 
three-day workshop sponsored by 
INSEL, the Institut fur Theologie und 
Frieden, and the Kroc Institute for 
International Peace Studies, Univer-
sity of Notre Dame. The working 
group will meet at National Defense 
University (NDU) on June 23-25, 
2010, by invitation only. 

Participants will begin by reviewing 
how the norm of non-combatant im-

munity developed over time. Next, they 
will examine today’s threats to civilian 
immunity (including terrorism, counter-
insurgency, and wars against peoples).  
They will ask how states, militaries, 
and non-state actors have ensured 
respect for, or threatened, civilian 
immunity.   

Questions include what constitutes a 
legitimate target of attack, and how 
much collateral damage is acceptable.  
What should be the status of civilians 
promoting or supporting the insur-
gents? In wars against different peo-
ples, such as the Tutsis and Hutus, 
how should peace operation forces 
not only ensure that they respect civil-
ian lives but also take affirmative 
steps to protect civilians threatened by 
others? 

Looking through the different lenses of 
ethics, theology, law, strategy, and policy, 
participants will also assess the effec-
tiveness of legal and ethical norms about 
civilian immunity and how well the U.S. 
military and international tribunals have 
responded to violations of the laws of 
war. 

INSEL Director Albert C. Pierce has en-
joyed working with his counterparts at 
the Institut fur Theologie und Frieden 
and the Kroc Institute: “What NDU is 
especially well equipped to do here,” he 
said, “is to bring together scholars and 
practitioners in an academic setting 
where they can learn from each other.” 

Working Group Explores Non-Combatant Immunity  
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National Defense University  
Fort Lesley J. McNair 
300 5th Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20319 

Phone: 202-685-4080 
Email: INSEL@ndu.edu 

The Institute for National Security Ethics and 
Leadership (INSEL) at the National Defense 
University (NDU) was created to be a nationally and 
internationally recognized center of excellence in 
ethics and leadership in national- and 
international-security affairs.  

In 2007, General Peter Pace, USMC, then 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, authorized 
the establishment of the Institute for National 
Security Ethics and Leadership. General Richard B. 
Myers, USAF (Retired), also a former Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, plays an integral role in 
the Institute in his capacity as NDU’s Colin Powell 
Chair of Leadership, Ethics, and Character.   

The Institute for National Security Ethics and 
Leadership works in all three functional areas of 
NDU: education, research, and outreach. Its focus 
includes the qualities of the individual leader, the 
standards of the profession as a whole, the 
profession’s relationship with society, and also 
encompasses a wider view of the ethics of national 
security. 

The Compass 

The Institute for National Security 
Ethics and Leadership 

To read source documents for or coverage 
of the issues described below, click on the 
links. 

Ethics Competition  

The Army Center of Excellence for the Pro-
fessional Military Ethic (ACPME) is sponsor-
ing an Army-wide ethics competition. 

 

Teaching Ethics in Professional Military Edu-
cation 

Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Investigations, House Committee on 
Armed Services, entitled Another Cross-
roads? Professional Military Education Two 
Decades After the Goldwater-Nichols Act 
and the Skelton Panel. See page 161 for “A 
Word About Ethics.” 

 

Issues of Ethics in the News 

Compass Points 
 

Drones  

CIA Drones Have Broader List of Targets 

 

Moral Issues in WWII 

Moral Combat by Michael Burleigh: review 

 

Rules of Engagement 

2007 Helicopter Attack in Iraq 

http://acpme.army.mil/ethics.html�
http://armedservices.house.gov/pdfs/PMEReport050610/PMEReport050610.pdf�
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-drone-targets-20100506,0,57614.story�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/7724903/Moral-Combat-by-Michael-Burleigh-review.html�
http://www.newsweek.com/id/235937?obref=obinsite�
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