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 ASHY, JOSEPH W., GENERAL, 

U.S. AIR FORCE (RETIRED)

General Joe Ashy graduated from Texas A&M University with a degree in mechanical engineering. After commissioning, he attended flying school at Reese AFB, Texas, and gunnery school at Luke AFB, Arizona. His first assignment was to the 494th Tactical Fighter Squadron at RAF Lakenheath, England. He flew 289 combat missions in Southeast Asia with the 3rd Tactical Wing. Other aircraft he has flown operationally include the A-7, F-4, F-5 and F-16. He served in various staff positions: at HQ USAF as a division chief in the deputate of plans and operations; as executive officer to the Air Force Chief of Staff; and, at Tactical Air command (TAC) Headquarters as IG, chief of staff, director of plans, director of operations, and later as the vice commander. He was the operations officer of an F-4 squadron in Korea, commanded and F-4 fighter squadron, two fighter wings (the 37th Tactical Fighter Wing "Wild Weasels" and the 57th Fighter Weapons Wing at Nellis AFB), the USAF Fighter Weapons Center, 16th Air force, two Air Force major commands (Air Training Command and Air Force Space Command), a theater component command (NATO's AIRSOUTH), and two combined/joint commands (NORAD and U.S. Space Command). Before assuming command of the latter, he commanded NATO air forces in the Mediterranean theater and directed the combat air operations over the Balkans/Bosnia. Before his retirement in October 1996, he was "triple hatted" as CINCNORAD, CINCUSSPACECOM and COMAFSPC. He is a command pilot with over 3500 hours in fighter and attack aircraft. Decorations include the Defense Distinguished Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, the Silver Star and the Distinguished Flying Cross with oak leaf cluster.

Currently, he is President of Ashy & Associates, L.L.C. and is a consultant for several aerospace firms. Besides being a senior fellow for CAPSTONE, he serves in the Independent Strategic Assessment Group (ISAG) process for the commanders of NORTHCOM/NORAD and Air Force Space Command. He also participates in other ongoing analyses projects including reviews of missile defense, space launch, global positioning services, and joint command and control integration. 

