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DAVIS, JAMES B., GENERAL, 

U.S. AIR FORCE (RETIRED)

General Davis earned a bachelor's degree in Military Science from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1958, and a master’s degree in Public Administration from Auburn University in 1976. After pilot training and early flying assignments, he served a tour as an action officer with the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel, Headquarters U.S. Air Force. In January 1968, he was assigned to the 13th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Udorn Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, as a combat pilot and Assistant Operations Officer. By September 1968, he had flown 100 combat missions over North Vietnam. In October 1968, he was selected as aide to the Commander in Chief, U.S. Air Forces in Europe, Lindsey Air Station, West Germany. Three months later, he moved to Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) in Belgium with the Commander in Chief, who became the Chief of Staff at SHAPE. In June 1976, after graduation from the Air War College, his next major assignment was to the 388th Tactical Fighter Wing, Hill Air Force Base, Utah, as Assistant Deputy Commander for Operations, then Deputy Commander for Operations, and, finally, as Vice Commander. From May 1979 to June 1980, he commanded the 474th Tactical Fighter Wing, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada. Following a tour at Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, as Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel at Tactical Air Command, General Davis was assigned as Director of Personnel Programs in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower and Personnel, Headquarters U.S. Air Force. In September 1984, he became Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Military Personnel and Commander, Air Force Military Personnel Center. He was assigned to Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii in August 1986 as Commander in Chief, Pacific Air Forces. From January 1988 until July 1991, he served as Commander of U.S. Forces, Japan, and 5th Air Force, Yokota Air Base, Japan. In July 1991, he became Chief of Staff, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, Mons, Belgium. General Davis retired in August 1993, his decorations include the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters. 

After retirement from the military, General Davis has remained involved in his area of expertise, lecturing and speaking on international and aviation affairs.  In February 1995, General Davis was nominated to President Clinton by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and confirmed by the Senate to sit on the Presidential Base Realignment and Closure Commission that reviewed the Secretary of Defense’s closure list for 1995.  In July 1995 the commission sent recommendations to the President, which were accepted and became law.  Additionally General Davis served on the Congressional Commission on Service member’s and Veteran’s Transition Assistance (The Dole Commission), and was one of four panel members on the Secretary of Defense’s review of the tilt rotor V-22 Osprey.  He served as the “Safety Czar” for Value Jet Airlines and continues to assist commercial airlines in strategic planning.  Recently, General Davis is currently the Co-Chairman of Florida Governor’s Base Realignment and Closure Commission.

