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Neal, Richard S., General, 

U. S. Marine Corps

(Retired)

  General Neal graduated from Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts in 1965, with a Bachelors of Science Degree in History and Education. He earned a Masters of Arts Degree from Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana in 1973.  Following the completion of the Basic School, Quantico and subsequently the Field Artillery Officer Basic Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, General Neal was assigned to the 3rd Marine Division, Republic of Vietnam, where he served as a Forward Observer with the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. He returned to Vietnam in January 1970, where he was assigned as an Infantry Battalion Advisor to the Vietnamese Marine Corps. Upon his return from overseas, he attended Amphibious Warfare School.  In 1973, he served as the Commanding Officer of the 2d 155 Howitzer Battery, 2d Field Artillery Group at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Following a tour as head of the Company Grade Assignment Section at Headquarters Marine Corps, he attended the Marine Corps Command and Staff College. He served on the Air-Ground Exchange Program as S-3, Marine Aircraft Group 36, on Okinawa. He was later assigned as the Head, Operations Division, Amphibious Warfare School, Quantico. In 1982, he was selected to attend the National War College in Washington, D.C. Upon completion of school, he returned to Camp Lejuene to command the 5th Battalion, 10th Marines. He was promoted to colonel in 1985 and was assigned to the U.S. Central Command, MacDill AFB, Florida, as the Chief of Policy/Strategy Division and later as the Chief of the Special Projects Division in the J-5 Directorate. In July 1990, General Neal was promoted to Brigadier General and assigned as the Director, Manpower Plans and Policy Division, Manpower and Reserve Affairs Department. He served as the Deputy for Operations at U.S. Central Command for Operations DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM from September 1990 to April 1991. From June 1992 to August 1992, he served as Commanding General, Joint Task Force for Operation GITMO, a humanitarian relief effort for Haitian migrants at Guantanamo Naval Base, Cuba. In April 1993, he served as the Commanding General of the 2d Marine Division and as the Deputy Commander in  Chief/Chief of Staff, U.S. Central Command in October 1994. General Neal was promoted to General 9 September 1996 and was later assigned as the Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps. He held this post until his retirement on 1 Nov 98.

