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General Michael J. Williams

General Williams was born in Baltimore, MD and enlisted in the Navy in 1960. He was commissioned a second lieutenant upon graduation from the U.S. Naval Academy in June 1967 and subsequently completed Naval Flight Training and was designated a Naval Aviator.

General Williams' operational tours include various squadron assignments in the United States, Republic of Vietnam, and Okinawa; Presidential Helicopter Pilot with Marine Helicopter Squadron One; executive officer Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 16; commanding officer of Marine Helicopter Training Squadron 301; 2d Marine Aircraft Wing Inspector; executive and commanding officer of Marine Air Group 26, serving as commanding officer during Desert Shield and Desert Storm; assistant Division G-3 for 3d Marine Division and Commanding General of 2d Force Service Support Group and Commander Joint Task Force 160, responsible for providing humanitarian relief for Haitian and Cuban immigrants in Guantanomo Naval Base, Cuba.

His staff assignments include: company officer and executive assistant to the Commandant of Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy; Marine Corps Program Development Officer and branch head in Requirements and Programs Division, Headquarters Marine Corps; Vice Director for Operational Plans and Interoperability, J-7, Joint Staff; Director of the Marine Corps Staff, Headquarters Marine Corps; Commander, Marine Corps Systems Command and Deputy Chief of Staff for Programs and Resources. He retired in 2002 after serving as the Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps.


He is a graduate of the Marine Corps' Amphibious Warfare School and Command and Staff College. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the U.S. Naval Academy and Masters degrees from the University of Southern California and the College of Naval Warfare. His personal decorations include: the Defense Superior Service Medal with palm; Legion of Merit with gold star; Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V"; the Meritorious Service Medal; Air Medal with Strike Flight Numerals "25" and bronze star; and Navy Commendation Medal with gold star and Combat "V".

