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Bonnie Swanson 
Vice Director 


Pinnacle / Capstone / Keystone 
 


Bonnie Swanson is a native of Ellington, CT and a 
graduate of Ellington High School.  After her freshman year 
at the University of Connecticut, she enlisted in the 
USMCR.  Upon completing recruit training at Parris Island, 
SC, Bonnie returned to UCONN to continue her studies and 
reserve service with 6th Motor Transport Battalion, Providence, RI.  In 1988 she 
graduated from UCONN with a Liberal Arts degree (Sociological and Educational 
Behavior Development) and accepted her commission in the USMC.  After 
completion of The Basic School in 1989 and her assignment as a Military Police 
Officer, Bonnie reported to MCAS Cherry Point, NC for duty as a Platoon 
Commander and Services Officer. 


In 1992, Bonnie was assigned as the Operations Officer for Recruiting 
Station, Baltimore, MD.  Serving as an OpsO for 3 years, Bonnie was selected as 
the 4th Marine Corps District Contact Team Officer, Harrisburg, PA.  Leading a 
team of three Master Gunnery Sergeants, the Contact Team trained over 350 
recruiters and command group members within a 7 state area.  


In 1997 Bonnie received orders to MCB, Camp Lejeune, NC as the 
Operations Officer, Provost Marshal’s Office.  She simultaneously served as the 
Commanding Officer, Military Police Company (330+ Marines) during this tour. 


In May of 2000 after 11 years of service, Bonnie resigned her commission to 
accompany her husband, CWO4 Bret Swanson, USMC on his orders to 
Washington, DC.  Bret retired from the military in 2002 and now serves as the 
Assistant Sergeant at Arms for Operations, US Senate. 


In January of 2001, Bonnie was hired by the National Defense University as 
the Executive Officer of Capstone.  Over the years her position has evolved into 
the Vice Director of Pinnacle (3 star course), Capstone, and Keystone (Command 
Senior Enlisted course).   


Bonnie has numerous military decorations and has attended many military 
schools, including the Basic Law Enforcement Academy at Lackland AFB, TX and 
the Advanced Military Police Academy at Fort McClellan, AL.  She is still a 
record holder at UCONN for many soccer goalkeeping statistics, including the 
most shutouts in a career (41.5).   


In 2005 Bonnie completed a Masters Degree in Organizational Management 
from the University of Phoenix.  In 2008, she and Bret built their retirement home 
in Capon Bridge, WV.   








COLONEL CLIFFORD E. WHEELER 
 
Colonel Clifford E. Wheeler, Jr. is a native of Woodville, MS.   


 
 


  
COL Wheeler began his military service in Nov 1986 as a 19D 
Cavalry Scout with B Troop, 1-108th Armored Cavalry, Mississippi 
Army National Guard.  Commissioned as an Armor officer and 
Distinguished Military Graduate from the Ole Miss Army ROTC 
program, he entered active duty at the Armor Officer Basic Course 
at Ft. Knox, KY in September 1988.  COL Wheeler served in the 
8th Infantry Division/1st Armored Division as a Tank Platoon Leader 
and Executive Officer for B Company, 5th Battalion, 77th Armor in 
Mannheim, Germany from 1989-1992.  Following attendance at the 
Armor Officer Advance Course at Ft. Knox, he next served in the 
2nd Armored Division/4th Infantry Division at Ft. Hood, TX from 
1993-1996.  At Ft. Hood he served as the DISCOM S3 until 
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 66th Armor, where he was the 
Battalion S4, Commander of D Company, and Commander of 
HHC.  From 1996-1999 COL Wheeler served as both the 
Lieutenants’ and Captains’ Career Manager at Armor Branch and 
later as the FORSCOM Distribution Manager at Army Personnel 
Command in Alexandria, VA.  After attending the Command and General Staff Officer’s Course at Ft. 
Leavenworth, KS from 1999-2000, COL Wheeler was assigned as an Exercise Planner at V Corps G3 
in Heidelberg, Germany.  His next operational assignment was with the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored 
Division in Friedberg, Germany from 2001-2004.  COL Wheeler served as the S3 and Executive Officer 
with the 1st Battalion, 37th Armor and deployed with the unit in May 2003 for Operation Iraqi Freedom.  
COL Wheeler served as the Brigade Executive Officer for 1st Brigade, 1st Armored Division throughout 
OIF I from June 2003 to July 2004.  Assigned to the Army Staff, COL Wheeler was an analyst for the 
2006 Quadrennial Defense Review from 2004-2006.  COL Wheeler commanded the 5th Squadron 7th 
Cavalry, 3rd Infantry Division from 2006-2008.  During his command tenure the Squadron deployed to 
Iraq from January 2007 to April 2008, serving with 1st Brigade 3ID in Ramadi, USMC Regimental 
Combat Team 6 in Fallujah, and with 2nd Brigade 3ID in Arab Jabour. COL Wheeler served as 
the Officer Distribution Branch Chief at Army Human Resources Command in Alexandria, VA from June 
2008-August 2010, and from August 2010 to June 2011 he was a student at the Industrial College of 
the Armed Forces, National Defense University.    
  
COL Wheeler’s military education includes the Armor Officer Basic and Advanced courses, the 
Combined Arms Services Staff School, the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, and the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from the 
University of Mississippi, and Masters of Science degrees in Adult and Continuing Education from 
Kansas State University, and in National Resource Strategy from the National Defense University. 
  
Colonel Wheeler’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (with two oak leaf clusters), 
the Meritorious Service Medal (with silver oak leaf cluster), the Army Commendation Medal (with oak 
leaf cluster), and the Army Achievement Medal (with oak leaf cluster), the National Defense Service 
Medal (with bronze star), the Iraq Campaign Medal (one campaign star), the Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Presidential Unit Citation, the 
Navy Unit Commendation, the Combat Action Badge, Parachutist’s Badge, and the Army Staff 
Identification Badge. 
  
Colonel Wheeler has three sons; Clifford III, Stuart Ashby, and Morgan. 








 
 


Roy Austin 
Program Manager, Pinnacle/Keystone 


 
Roy Austin joined the Capstone Staff as the 


Program Manager for Pinnacle and Keystone in 
May 2007. His previous position was as Executive 
Assistant and Advisor to the Senior Director for 
Specialized Programs and Principle Deputy Chief 
Operating Officer, National Defense University. 
Prior to reporting to NDU, he served as Deputy 
Director for the National Interagency Civil-Military 
Institute in San Diego, California.  
 
 Roy retired in July 2002 from the US Army Special Operations 
Command Fort Bragg, North Carolina as a Command Sergeant Major with 
34 years of service. Other organizations he served with were mechanized 
infantry, military police and combat engineers. Roy completed both his 
undergraduate Bachelor of Science Degree in Organizational Security 
Management and his Masters in Management from the University of 
Phoenix.  
 
 Roy is married to the former Caroline Beall of Manteca, California. 
They have two daughters and seven grandchildren. 
 








 


Lieutenant Colonel Kirk A. Greiner, USMC 
 
LtCol Greiner enlisted in the Marine Corps in May 1988 and reported for 
 recruit training at MCRD San Diego in February 1989.  After recruit 
 training and Field Radio Operator training he reported for duty in the  
Marine Corps Reserve in July 1989 with Oscar Battery, 5th Battalion  
14th Marine Regiment located in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
LtCol Greiner was accepted in the Platoon Leaders Course commissioning program in 1990, and attended 
Officer’s Candidate School in the summer of 1990 and 1992. Upon graduation from California State 
University Northridge he received his commission in the Marine Corps and entered The Basic School 
located in Quantico VA in 1994. 
 
Upon graduation from the Infantry Officer’s Course, he was ordered to 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion in Camp Pendleton CA for assignment as a Platoon Commander, Company Executive Officer, 
and Company Commander from September 1995 to January 1998. 
 
In January 1998 LtCol Greiner was assigned to a 1-year tour of duty in Okinawa Japan serving as G-3 
Assistant Current Operations Officer, 3rd Marine Division and Assistant Operations Officer, Combat 
Assault Battalion. 
 
From January 1999 to January 2002 he was stationed at Marine Barracks Washington D.C. and served as 
Registrar, Marine Corps Institute and Commanding Officer, Company B. 
 
Upon graduation from the U.S. Army’s Armor Captain Career Course in May 2002 he reported to 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment in Camp Pendleton CA where he served as Weapons Company 
Commander deploying to Kuwait in support of OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM in January 2003. 
From March to August 2003 he participated in combat operations in support of OPERATION IRAQI 
FREEDOM.  After returning from deployment he reported to the 1st Marine Division in October 2003 for 
duty as G-3 Assistant Current Operations Officer. While in this billet he deployed back to Iraq, and again 
participated in combat operations in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM from February to 
September 2004. 
 
From July 2005 to July 2008 LtCol Greiner served as the Inspector & Instructor of Company L, 3rd 
Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment located in Columbus, OH. 
 
LtCol Greiner reported to USSOUTHCOM in August 2008 and was assigned as an Expeditionary Planner 
in the J5, and then worked directly for the Chief of Staff as USSOUTHCOM’s Director of the Secretariat 
for the Joint Staff (SJS) from June 2009 to June 2011. 
 
LtCol Greiner reported to NDU CAPSTONE in June 2011 and is assigned as Deputy Director/ 
Scheduler.  
 
LtCol Greiner's personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal (with Combat V and 2 Gold Stars in lieu of second and 
third award), the Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal (with Gold Star in lieu of second award), and 
the Combat Action Ribbon. 
 
LtCol Greiner has two children, Jack (6 yrs old) and Maggie (4 yrs old). 








U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E 


 
 
COLONEL TIMOTHY B. MACGREGOR  
 
Colonel Tim MacGregor is Deputy Director of CAPSTONE, National Defense 
University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C. CAPSTONE’s mission is 
to ensure newly selected generals and flag officers understand the funda-
mentals of joint doctrine and the Joint Operational Art; how to integrate the 
elements of  national power in order to accomplish national security and na-
tional military strategies; and how joint, interagency, and multinational 
operations support national strategic goals and objectives.  
 
Colonel MacGregor enlisted in the Air Force in 1983, and in 1986 received an 
appointment to the USAF Academy where he graduated with military distinc-
tion in 1990.  He earned his Air Force pilot’s wings in 1991, later serving on 
five wing staffs, including duties as Wing Executive Officer, Chief of Public 
Affairs, and Chief of Protocol. His flying assignments have included:  KC-135R 
Aircraft Commander, T-1A Instructor Pilot, and KC-10A Evaluator Pilot, Chief 
of Standardization/Evaluation, Director of Operations and Squadron Com-
mander. During his Headquarters Air Force tour in AF/A8’s Directorate of 
Programs at the Pentagon, Colonel MacGregor served as Chief of the Global 
Mobility Division’s (A8PM) Air Refueling, then Intratheater Airlift Branches.  He 
also served as Senior Air Force Analyst while detailed by the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense to the staff of the 2005 Defense Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission (BRAC). 


Colonel MacGregor is a command pilot with approximately 3,600 flying hours in the KC-135R, T-1A, and KC-10A, including 
56 combat missions over Iraq and Afghanistan during Operations IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDURING FREEDOM.  In 2003, 
he commanded the first KC-10 combat mission of IRAQI FREEDOM, later serving as Operations Officer (2003) and 
Commander (2008) of the deployed KC-10 squadron flying Southwest Asia combat missions.   


 
EDUCATION  
1990   Bachelor of Science degree in political science and international affairs, USAF Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.  
1993   Master of Science degree in communication, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Fla  
1998   Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.  
2004   Master of Arts degree in national security and strategic studies, College of Naval Command and Staff, United States 


Naval War College, Newport, R.I.   
2008   Air War College, by correspondence  
2010  Master of Science degree in national resource strategy, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense 


University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington., D.C. 
2010 Senior Acquisition Course, Industrial College of the Armed Forces (in conjunction with Defense Acquisition 


University), National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington., D.C. 
2010 Supply Chain Management concentration program, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense 


University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington., D.C. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS  
1. August 1990 - August 1991, student, pilot training, Williams AFB, Ariz.  
2. August - December 1991, “banked pilot” / public affairs officer, Williams AFB, Ariz.  
3. January 1992 - May 1993, graduate student, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Fla.  
4. May - December 1993, Deputy, then Chief of Public Affairs, 363rd Fighter Wing, Shaw AFB, S.C.  
 


U N I T E D   S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E
 


 







5. January 1994 - March 1997, KC-135R Aircraft Commander and Chief of Wing Protocol, 22nd Air Refueling Squadron, 
366th Air Intervention Composite Wing, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho.   
6. March 1997 – May 2000, T-1A Flight Commander, Instructor Pilot and Wing Executive Officer, 48th Flying Training 
Squadron, 14th Flying Training Wing, Columbus AFB, Miss.    
7. May 2000 – July 2003, Flight Commander, Wing Executive Officer, Chief of Standardization/Evaluation and KC-10A Flight 
Examiner and Instructor Pilot, 32nd Air Refueling Squadron, 305th Air Mobility Wing, McGuire AFB, N.J.  
8. August 2003 – June 2004, student, College of Naval Command and Staff, United States Naval War College, Newport, R.I.  
9. July 2004 – May 2005, Chief, Air Refueling Branch, Global Mobility Division, Directorate of Programs, Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Plans and Programs, Headquarters United States Air Force, Wash., D.C.  
10. May 2005 – October 2005, Senior USAF Analyst, Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission, Arlington, VA  
11. October 2005 – July 2006, Chief, Intratheater Airlift Branch, Global Mobility Division, Directorate of Programs, Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Strategic Plans and Programs, Headquarters United States Air Force, Wash., D.C.  
12. July 2006 – June 2007, Operations Officer, 2nd Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, N.J.  
13.  June 2007 – July 2009, Commander, 2nd Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, N.J.  (May – Sept 2008, Commander, 
908th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron, Southwest Asia). 
14.  August  2009 – June 2010, student, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. 
McNair, Wash., D.C. 
15. June 2010 – Present, Deputy Director, CAPSTONE;  National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Wash., D.C. 
 
SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS 
June 2010 – Present, Deputy Director, CAPSTONE; National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Wash., D.C.    
  
FLIGHT INFORMATION  
Rating: Command pilot  
Flight Hours: 3,600 (465 combat hours/56 combat sorties)  
Aircraft Flown: T-41, T-37, T-38, KC-135R, T-1A, KC-10A  
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS  
Bronze Star Medal  
Defense Meritorious Service Medal  
Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters    
Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters    
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters    
Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster  
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with Valor Device and ten oak leaf clusters  
  
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION  
Second Lieutenant May 30, 1990  
First Lieutenant May 30, 1992  
Captain May 30, 1994  
Major June 1, 2001  
Lieutenant Colonel June 1, 2006  
Colonel November 1, 2011 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Current as of December 2011)  








KANDACE L. MOORE 
OFFICE MANAGER 


CAPSTONE 
 


 
Kandace Moore joined the Capstone staff as 
Office Manager in March of 2008.  Her 
previous position was as an administrative 
specialist to the Program Executive Officer in 
the Acquisitions Directorate at the United 
States Coast Guard Headquarters.  Before working with the Coast 
Guard, Kandace was employed as an administrative assistant at the 
Direct Reporting Program Manager’s Office/Expeditionary Fighting 
Vehicles (DRPM/EFV) located in Woodbridge, VA. 
 
This Chicago native enlisted in the United States Marine Corps upon 
graduating from high school in 1990 into the administrative field as a 
Unit Diary Clerk.  Her duty station assignments included: 
Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA.,  
Marine Security Guard Battalion, Quantico, VA., Marine Aviation 
Logistics Squadron 36, Okinawa, JA., and, Marine Helicopter 
Squadron One (HMX-1), Quantico, VA.    
 
Kandace received a number of decorations and personal awards 
while serving on active duty to include the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, with gold star in lieu of third award, and the 
Presidential Service Badge.  Ms. Moore was honorably discharged at 
the rank of Sergeant in 2001.   
 
Kandace currently resides in Maryland.  








Stephen R. Pietropaoli 
Senior Director, CAPSTONE 


 Stephen Pietropaoli reported to the National Defense University in 
November of 2009 to become Director of the CAPSTONE, KEYSTONE, 
and PINNACLE programs, which were created to prepare senior military 
and civilian leadership to better deal with the challenges of working in a 
joint environment.  In an increasingly interconnected world, joint operations 
are required to meet rapidly evolving national security needs.  These 
programs examine major issues affecting national security decision-making, 
Inter-agency issues, military strategy, joint/combined doctrine, 
interoperability, and the international implications of national policy. 


 Prior to reporting to NDU, Pietropaoli was the Executive Director of the Navy League of the 
United States, a position he assumed in October of 2003, coincident with retirement after 26 years of 
naval service.  Founded in 1902 with the support of President Theodore Roosevelt, the Navy League  is a 
powerful voice for a strong maritime component to our national defense.  The Navy League’s missions 
include keeping the public and elected officials informed about the importance of seapower to national 
security and economic prosperity and providing direct support to sea service personnel and their families 
though our 250 Councils worldwide.   
 As the Navy’s Chief of Information from August 2000 until July 2003, Pietropaoli was 
responsible for all aspects of the Navy’s public affairs program, and was the principal public affairs 
counselor to the Secretary of the Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations.  Prior to his promotion to flag 
rank, Pietropaoli was the special assistant for public affairs to Army Generals Hugh Shelton and John 
Shalikashvili during their tenures as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 A 1977 graduate of Cornell University, Pietropaoli began his career aboard surface combatants in 
the Atlantic Fleet, serving as electrical officer aboard the destroyer USS HAWKINS and as anti-
submarine warfare officer aboard the frigate USS BOWEN, completing two deployments to the 
Mediterranean and one circumnavigation of South America as part of the UNITAS exercises with South 
American navies. 
 Following his initial sea tour, Pietropaoli reported to the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps at 
the University of Pennsylvania as engineering instructor and freshman advisor.  While there, Pietropaoli 
was selected for re-designation as a public affairs specialist, one of only 200 such officers in the Navy.  
Reporting to the Office of Information, he spent the next three years on the Navy's national news desk in 
the Pentagon, working daily with the Pentagon press corps and media from around the world. 
 After completing a master's degree in Broadcast Journalism at American University, he returned to 
the Navy Office of Information as the executive assistant to the Chief of Information. 
In July 1989, Pietropaoli returned to the waterfront as the public affairs officer for the Commander of the 
Second Fleet aboard the flagship, USS MOUNT WHITNEY, followed by a tour as media relations officer 
for the commander of the Atlantic Fleet and the U.S. Atlantic Command. 
 Pietropaoli returned to Washington as head of the Navy's national news desk in July 1992 and 
became assistant chief of information for media operations in April 1994.  Upon graduation from the 
National War College in June of 1997, where he was awarded the Master of Science in National Security 
Strategy, Pietropaoli reported for duty in the office of the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 Rear Admiral Pietropaoli is married to the former Dawn McInerney of Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania.  
Their first son, Daniel, was born in October 1992, and Matthew joined the family in August 1995. 





