US Military Leadership Reading Lists
Congressman Ike Skelton’s National Security Book List 
http://www.house.gov/skelton/natsec_booklist.html

The National Security Book List is compiled by U.S. Rep Ike Skelton (D-Mo.). Congressman Skelton is a leader in the House or Representatives on defense issues. His lifelong love of history and his interest in defense have resulted in the compilation of this reading list. The Congressman recommends these books to all members of the Armed Forces, Members of Congress and to all those interested in national defense issues.  

Congressman Ike Skelton’s National Security Article List
Over the last 12 years, Congressman Skelton has written on the importance of history to military officers; the importance of diplomatic engagement with allies and potential foes; the vital role of joint professional education in the officer's career; and many similar subjects. Because few of these works referenced specific events, they retain considerable currency today. 

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Professional Military Reading List
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/jcs/reading-list.htm

The Chairman's Reading List is intended to inform and broaden readers' perspectives on joint warfare. The list complements, but does not replace, the professional reading lists developed by each Service. 

National Defense University President's Reading List
http://www.ndu.edu/Library/ReadingList/NDUPreading.pdf

The NDU President's reading list is provided to the NDU community to engage critical thinking, enhance professional development, and offer perspective across the spectrum of our scholarship in teaching, research, and outreach.  

The U.S. Army Chief of Staff’s Professional Reading List 
http://www.history.army.mil/reference/CSAList/CSAList.htm

The Army List is compiled for leaders. The Chief of Staff of the Army (CSA) views it as a pillar for his leadership development efforts. Titles are included that will provoke critical thinking about Professional soldiering and the unique role of land power; analysis and reflection on the past and the future; and a deep understanding of the Army and the future of the profession of arms in the 21 st Century.  

U.S. Navy Professional Reading List 
http://www.navyreading.navy.mil/

A list of books from Chief of Naval Operations Reading List that includes history, fiction, inspirational and patriotic titles, biographies and the classics on military strategy and theory. The list provides an understanding and analysis of sea power, naval history, naval aviation, and the role of the U.S. Navy in past, present and future conflicts. 

U. S. Marine Corps Reading List 
http://www.mcu.usmc.mil/ProDev/ProfReadingPgm.htm

The Marine Corps Reading list is developed to enrich a reader ' s knowledge and understanding of war. To quote directly from the reading program ' s purpose, “ How do we translate written words into sound military decision? Obviously, the first step is to read. Then we must relate what we have read to what we actually do in training, field exercises, war games, leadership, and the like. We must read and discuss our readings with each other.” 

Chief of Staff of the Air Force (CSAF) Reading List 
http://www.af.mil/library/csafreading/

The CSAF Reading list is compiled to inform, analyze, inspire and educate. Titles are selected to inform readers about the history of the Air Force, analyze on-going conflicts and their relevancy to the future, inspire readers with success stories and provide lessons learned from conflicts.  

Coast Guard Commandant's Reading List 
http://www.uscg.mil/LEADERSHIP/reading/index.htm

This reading list is designed to offer Coast Guard people recommended books related to leadership. This list is not all-inclusive; the goal is to provide a starting point or expand existing knowledge and skills. The reading list provides a tool for individual leadership growth, taking into account that responsibility for leadership development rests on each individual, his or her unit, and the organization.  

Industrial College of the Armed Forces Commandant's Professional Reading List  

An integral part of the ICAF learning experience is exposing students to a wide array of thought and opinions on key issues, especially as they relate to national security and the resource component. The selections are an eclectic group intended to cause future senior leaders, regardless of Service, agency, specialty or nationality, to think and reexamine their views and positions on important national security issues. 

Joint Forces Staff College Commandant's Professional Reading List   

The JFSC Commandant's Professional Reading List contains recommended books by the Commandant on Joint and Multinational Operations: Lessons from the Past; Current Issues; Into the 21st Century; and Leadership and Command.

U.S. Northern Command: Information For Educators 
http://www.northcom.mil/About/history_education/edumacators.html

The below links lead to documents that may be integrated into a homeland defense/homeland security course.

Military Guide to Terrorism in the 21st Century 

· Awareness Training Handbook 

· Awareness Training User Guidance 

· Awareness Training Lesson Plans 

· Awareness Training Objectives 

Suggested Syllabi - Introduction to Homeland Security/Defense Course 
· NORAD/NORTHCOM Syllabus 

· NPS Syllabus 

· UCCS Syllabus 

· DU Syllabus 


Course Documents 
· 9/11 Commission Report 

· Terrorism and Threats to U.S. Interests in the Middle East 

· HR 707 Stafford Act Amendment 

· HSPD-5 Management of Domestic Incidents 

· HSPD-7 CI Protection 

· HSPD-8 National Preparedness 

· National Strategy for Homeland Security 

· NSPD-9 Combating Terrorism 

· Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Fact Sheet NIMH 

· Suicide Terrorism, Dr. Merari Congress 2003 

· Summary of Patriot Act 

· UN Charter 

· US Constitution 

2005 USTRANSCOM COMMANDER’S 

PROFESSIONAL READING LIST

LEADERSHIP


1.  Dereliction of Duty:  Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Lies that Led to Vietnam, by H. R. McMaster


A West Point graduate, author H. R. McMaster debunks many of the misconceptions involving the military’s role in determining Vietnam policy.  McMasters read every memo and report from every meeting of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to get a clear picture of the divisiveness between the White House and the Joint Chiefs of Staffs and internal rivalries within the White House.  Dereliction of Duty provides both an insightful analysis of the military’s role in determining Vietnam policy and a ‘warts and all’ portrait of the men most responsible

2.  Washington’s Crossing, by David Hackett Fisher 


Washington’s Crossing isn’t just a story of how General George Washington took his starving, ragtag Continental Army across the Delaware River on a bitterly cold Christmas night in 1776 to surprise 1,500 Hessians at Trenton, New Jersey.  Professor Fischer analyzes the evolution of Washington into a great leader who listened to and learned from his subordinates, encouraged debate and understood the full meaning of his actions.  

3.  American Generalship:  Character is Everything:  The Art of Command, by Edgar F. Puryear


In a book that is more about leadership than about generalship, the author explores the lives and careers of selected generals to ‘“reveal a pattern for success available to every officer--indeed, to every person.’“  Puryear believes that success is available to those who are dedicated, willing to work hard, ‘“who recognize and develop that high character necessary to leadership, who love their fellow man and show concern for his well-being, and who can communicate with others in a manner that inspires confidence and devotion to duty.’“  


4.  Supplying the Troops:  General Somervell and American Logistics in WWII by John Kennedy Ohl 


Ohl’s biography of General Brehon B. Somervell, the commander of Army Service Forces and the Army’s key logistician in World War II, provides a clear picture of how one man, described as ‘“energetic, efficient, strong-willed, and intolerant of failure,’“ can influence large organizations and impact world events.  Ohl describes in detail the battles Somervell fought with the Army’s logistical services, the War Production Board, and the War Shipping Administration to fix the defects in the American mobilization and logistical effort in World War II.

MANAGEMENT/COMMERCIAL PRACTICES/LOGISTICS


1.  Preparing for the Future:  Strategic Planning in the U.S. Air Force, by Michael Barzeley and Colin Campbell 


Authors Barzeley and Campbell look inside and analyze the Air Force’s efforts to formulate its ‘strategic intent’ for developing its capabilities far into the future.  This book provides key lessons in public management research on innovation and executive leadership.  Preparing for the Future breaks new ground in the analysis of managerial practices and provides a fresh argument about innovation and leadership in public management.

2.  Good to Great:  Why Some Companies Make the Leap…And Others Don’t, by Jim Collins 

In Good to Great, the author wondered if a good company could become a great company and if so, how would it achieve this transformation. Collins concludes that it is possible, but finds there are no silver bullets.  At the heart of those companies that made the transition is a corporate culture that seeks out and encourages disciplined people to act and think in a disciplined manner.  Good to Great offers a well-reasoned road map to excellence that any organization would do well to consider. 

3.  Execution:  The Discipline of Getting Things Done, by Larry Bossidy and Ram Charan 


Bossidy and Charan argue that the biggest obstacle to success is the absence of execution, and they emphasize the fact that execution is a discipline to learn, not merely the tactical side of business.  The authors show the importance of being deeply and passionately engaged in an organization and why robust dialogues about people, strategy, and operations result in a business based on intellectual honesty and realism.


4.  Leading Change, by John P. Kotter 


In this excellent business manual, Kotter emphasizes a comprehensive eight-step framework that can be followed by executives at all levels and advises those who would implement change to foster a sense of urgency within the organization.  Leading Change is a useful tool for everyone from business students preparing to enter the work force to middle and senior executives faced with the widespread transformation in the corporate world.


5.  The Balanced Scorecard:  Translating Strategy into Action, by Robert S. Kaplan and David P. Norton 


As running a corporate or government or not-for-profit enterprise becomes increasingly complicated, more sophisticated approaches are needed to implement strategy and measure performance.  Purely financial evaluations of performance, for example, no longer suffice in a world where intangible assets, relationships and capabilities, increasingly determine the prospects for success.  The authors make a key contribution by describing and illustrating the balanced scorecard, a multidimensional approach to measuring corporate performance that incorporates both financial and non-financial factors. 


6.  Managing the Supply Chain:  The Definitive Guide for the Business Professional, by David Simchi-Levi, Philip Kaminsky, and Edith Simchi-Levi.


The authors demonstrate how organizations of any size or industry can adopt and adapt successful supply chain strategies to quickly enter new markets and build strategic alliances; understand and implement the latest technologies; identify the best business model for a specific supply chain; improve on-time delivery while significantly decreasing inventory levels and costs.  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY


1.  The New CIO Leader:  Setting the Agenda and Delivering Results, by Marianne Broadbent and Ellen Kitzis 


Drawing from exclusive research conducted by Gartner, Inc., with thousands of companies and CIOs, Marianne Broadbent and Ellen Kitzis reveal exactly what CIOs must do now to solidify their credibility with the executive team and bridge the chasm that currently separates business and IT strategy. The New CIO Leader outlines the agenda CIOs need to integrate business and IT assets in a way that moves corporate strategy forward- whether a firm is floundering, successfully competing, or leading its industry.  


2.  CIO Wisdom:  Best Practices from Silicon Valley, by Dean Lane 


The critical skills that every IT manager needs to master are covered in detail with real-life insights and practical examples.  Whether the organization is wrestling with outsourcing maintenance issues, or critical infrastructure problems, the solutions needed can be found in this book. 


3.  Enterprise Architecture Planning:  Developing a Blueprint for Data, Applications, and Technology, by Steven H. Spewak


This well written, interesting, and entertaining book on Enterprise Architecture Planning (EAP) is a must for systems designers, programmers, and others who want to improve operational or systems planning. Each chapter ends with a set of discussion questions. The appendices describe products for the EAP toolset, consulting companies, duration estimating, sample function definitions, and sample documents.


4.  Building Enterprise Information Architecture:  Reengineering Information Systems, by Melissa Cook


Melissa Cook shows how to put business management back in charge of processes and information, explaining simple principles that can be used to integrate the enterprise with more flexible, less complex information systems.  Her book covers communicating business process and information needs, improving data quality, and replacing complex legacy systems, and offers ballpark and business owners’ views of process, data, and technology architectures. 


5.  Strategic Information Management:  Challenges and Strategies in Managing Information Systems, 3d edition, by Robert D. Galliers and Dorothy E. Leidner 


A collection of contemporary and classic articles from North America and the UK on information systems management themes, focusing on strategic information management and its repercussions for business and management practice.  Topics include business process redesign, building a flexible IT architecture, bridging the gap between information systems and business professionals, and measuring benefits from information systems.
ETHICS


1.  The Leader’s Imperative:  Ethics, Integrity, and Responsibility, by J. Carl Ficarrotta 


The Leader’s Imperative: Ethics, Integrity, And Responsibility edited by J. Carl Ficarrotta is a complete presentation of the Reich and McDermott lectures on military ethics and leadership given at the U.S. Air Force Academy from 1988 to 1999.  These twenty lectures combine to address the ethics of warfare, moral education, keeping a center of values in the midst of deadly combat, and much more.  The Leader’s Imperative is filled with thought provoking testimony about addressing the practical and very real problem of balancing the necessary evils of war with the necessary virtues of respect for human rights.


2.  In Search of Ethics:  Conversations with Men and Women of Character, by Len Marrella 


The founder and president of the Center for Leadership and Ethics, Len Marella shares his vision to heighten public awareness and exemplify the fact that real success is built on a foundation of integrity, ethics, and character.


3.  Corporate Warrior:  The Rise of the Privatized Military Industry, by P. W. Singer 


In the most thorough analysis yet of government’s reliance on contractors and use of off-the-shelf technologies, Singer acknowledges that this practice can improve efficiency in the military but also raises questions about the tensions between patriotism and the profit motive and the implications of having key personnel who approach danger differently than professional soldiers. 


4.  The Moral Warrior:  Ethics and Service in the U.S. Military, by Martin L. Cook 


This is a must-read for anyone struggling to disentangle the many troubling, interconnected questions that worry all those who hope to see the United States retain its global supremacy without undermining its moral foundations. 

DIPLOMATIC/POLITICAL AFFAIRS


1.  The Sacred and the Sovereign:  Religion and International Politics, edited by John D. Carlson 


The Sacred and the Sovereign brings distinguished scholars of religious studies, theology, and politics together with ranking members of the military and government to reflect seriously about where--and if--safe boundaries can be drawn between religion and politics in the international arena.


2.  Supreme Command:  Soldiers, Statesmen, and Leadership in Wartime, by Eliot Cohen


Using the leadership of Abraham Lincoln, Georges Clemenceau, Winston Churchill, and David Ben-Gurion to build his argument, Cohen offers compelling proof that, as Clemenceau put it, ‘“War is too important to leave to the generals.’“ By examining the shared leadership traits of four politicians who triumphed in extraordinarily varied military campaigns, Cohen argues that active statesmen make the best wartime leaders, pushing their military subordinates to succeed where they might have failed if left to their own devices. 


3.  The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order, by Samuel Huntington 


The thesis of this provocative book is the increasing threat of violence arising from renewed conflicts between countries and cultures that base their traditions on religious faith and dogma.  Samuel P. Huntington, a political scientist at Harvard University and foreign policy aide to President Clinton argues that policymakers should be mindful of this development when they interfere in other nations’ affairs.
HISTORICAL


1.  Logistics in the National Defense by Henry Effingham Eccles 


Logistics in the National Defense is based on the experiences of Admiral Eccles both during World War II and in the classroom at Newport.  His book is focused on operation factors such as organizational issues, discipline, and asset visibility.  In Desert Storm, visibility was lost when items moved from supply channels to the transportation system.  And without asset visibility and timely delivery, units assumed that their orders were misplaced and reordered.  This resulted in a mountain of iron on the beach among other problems.  Since then attention has been given to attaining asset visibility, including in-transit visibility, and the concept to focused logistics, all aimed at reducing the logistic foot print ashore.


2.  Supplying War:  Logistics from Wallenstein to Patton by Martin Van Creveld 


Martin van Creveld examines the ‘nuts and bolts’ of war: namely, those formidable problems of movement and supply, transportation and administration, so often mentioned - but rarely explored - by the vast majority of books on military history.  In doing so he casts his net far and wide, from Gustavus Adolphus to Rommel, from Marlborough to Patton, subjecting the operations of each to a thorough analysis from a fresh and unusual point of view. 


3.  Victory on the Potomac:  The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unified the Pentagon, by James R. Locher III 


The Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986 was the most sweeping legislation in the Department of Defense since the National Security Act of 1947.  It strengthened the position of the Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff and combatant commanders and improved joint officer training.  It also laid the foundation for the creation of USTRANSCOM in April 1987.  Locher, a prime mover in framing the legislation that resulted in the Goldwater-Nichols Act, provides a comprehensive account of the battle to make the Goldwater-Nichols Act a reality 



4.  The Big L:  American Logistics in World War II, edited by Alan Gropman 


The history of the United States with respect to preparedness for war is represented by a familiar cycle, which begins by finding the country unprepared for war when it comes.  After cessation of hostilities, the US demobilizes quickly; forgetting history’s lessons, as though we had collective amnesia.  The end of World War II, however, was an exception because it was followed almost immediately by the cold war, which was the functional equivalent of a ‘“shooting war,’“ so far as size of force structure and defense budget was concerned.  With the cold war won, it is quite possible to repeat the same mistakes.  Therefore, The Big L is recommended reading not only for military logisticians but for military and civilian defense planners, as well as for defense contractors and elected officials.  The Big L emphasizes that the US must not forget the lessons of World War II as it goes about creating a “just-in-time” logistics system for the conflicts of the future.  


5.  So Many, So Much, So Far, So Fast:  United States Transportation Command and Strategic Deployment for Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, by James K. Matthews and Cora J. Holt


This book examines the U.S. strategic lift for Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm from the perspective of United States Transportation Command, the unified command responsible for deploying and sustaining US forces worldwide.  It emphasizes the interrelationships of the three transportation modes--air, land, and sea--and places the deployment in the context of the overall joint operation.  The authors make numerous recommendations for improving strategic lift capability based on lessons learned from the operation in the Persian Gulf.
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NON-FICTION: HISTORY

Miguel Angel Asturias

Hombres de maíz (Men of Maize)

Nobel Peace Prize-winning Guatemalan literature that addresses the divergence between indigenous and latino cultures.

Fernando Henrique Cardoso

The Accidental President of Brazil: a Memoir

This memoir from former two-term Brazilian president (1995-2003) Cardoso provides rare insight into political developments in Brazil in the last half of the 20th century. Overall, this is a candid memoir about Cardoso’s successes (replacing a military dictatorship, curbing hyperinflation) and failures (his problematic relationship with his successor). While this work does not include a detailed time line of the political history of Brazil and is clearly biased by Cardoso’s perspective, it provides a context for studying Brazil’s political evolution in recent years. Readers with even a passing curiosity about Brazil will enjoy — and all aspiring Latin

American politicians should study — this rare “lessons learned” memoir by one of the foremost statesmen of our times.

Nicholas Coghlan

The Saddest Country: On Assignment in Colombia

The Saddest Country is a fascinating account of Colombia’s tragic complexities as seen through the eyes of a diplomat. It takes the reader on a geographical tour of the country, placing in stark contrast the immense diversity and beauty of Colombia and the bloody civil war and the violence of the drug trade that mar it.
Bernal Díaz del Castillo

Historia verdadera de la conquista de la Nueva España (The Conquest of New Spain)

Eyewitness account of Cortez’ first interactions with and subsequent conquest of the Aztecs.

Dr. Marshall Eakins (The Teaching Company)

Conquest of the Americas

Audio course dealing with the arrival of the Conquistadors.

Carlos Fuentes

The Buried Mirror: Reflections on Spain and the New World

Posits that Latin America’s escape from fragmentation and underdevelopment is its rich cultural heritage.

Robert H. Holden and Eric Zolov

Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History

A superb collection of material covering nearly 200 years, with succinct introductions that put each document in context. But it is especially excellent on the past century as Latin American as well as U.S. views and policies receive attention, and cultural figures such as Jack Kerouac, Ariel Dorfman, and C. Wright Mills have their say along with such obvious (and different) suspects as Theodore Roosevelt, Nelson Rockefeller, and Ronald Reagan.

Brian Latell

After Fidel: The Inside Story of Castro’s Regime and Cuba’s Next Leader

Very timely, talks a lot about what makes Raul and Fidel tick. Not a thick book, reads easy.

David McCullough

The Path Between the Seas: The Creation of the Panama Canal 1870-1914

Probably the best account of the building of the Panama Canal, detailing French and US efforts to construct the canal, as well as the politics behind the scenes.

Candice Millard

The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey

Focuses on an episode in Teddy Roosevelt’s search for adventure that nearly came to a disastrous end. A year after Roosevelt lost a third-party bid for the White House in 1912, he decided to chase away his blues by accepting an invitation for a South American trip that quickly evolved into an ill-prepared journey down an unexplored tributary of the Amazon known as the River of Doubt.

William Hickling Prescott

History of the Conquest of Peru: With a Preliminary View of the Civilization of the Incas

Written in the 1800s, a classic study of Peruvian history and experience. 

Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer
Bitter Fruit: The Story of the American Coup in Guatemala

Bitter Fruit recounts in telling detail the CIA operation to overthrow the democratically elected government of Jacobo Arbenz of Guatemala in 1954. The 1982 book has become a classic, a textbook case study of Cold War meddling that succeeded only to condemn Guatemala to decades of military dictatorship. The authors make extensive use of U.S. government

publications and documents, as well as interviews with former CIA and other officials.

Thomas E. Skidmore and Peter H. Smith

Modern Latin America

Great companion to any intro course of study of Latin American history. You will find easy to follow and clear accounts of the regions and their occasionally hostile beginnings, the  political, social and religious climates as well as the traditions and beliefs handed down through the centuries.

Jaime Suchlicki

Cuba: From Columbus to Castro

Great one-volume tome on Cuba. Easy to read, uncomplicated.

Hugh Thomas

Rivers of Gold

Very detailed and well written account of the conquest of the Americas.

Lily Tuck

The News From Paraguay

A historical novel of nineteenth-century Paraguay told largely through Ella Lynch, an Irishwoman who, in Paris, met Francisco Solano Lopez, the son of Paraguay’s dictator. Ella was a real 19th-century courtesan. She became his mistress and, after Lopez (known as Franco) succeeded his father, she was the most powerful woman in the country. As an Irishwoman in Paraguay, Ella is an outsider. But so, in a way, is Franco, a megalomaniac who builds a theatre modeled on La Scala and wages a disastrous war against Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina.

POLITICAL/MILITARY SCIENCE
Victor Bulmer-Thomas and James Dunkerley, eds.

The United States and Latin America: The New Agenda

(David Rockefeller Center Series on Latin American Studies)

The end of the Cold War removed hemispheric security from the top of the agenda of U.S.-Latin American relations. Democracy, trade and investment, drugs, and migration rose in importance. Pressures to eliminate the anachronistic U.S. embargo on Cuba increased.

The new agenda also includes Latin America’s growing ties to the countries of the European Union and other regions. This book contains fifteen essays by distinguished U.S., Latin American, and European scholars on each of these issues, framed by overviews of the changing historical context from the nineteenth century to the end of the Cold War.

Glenn Garvin

Everybody Had His Own Gringo: The CIA and the Contras

From Library Journal – Veteran newspaper correspondent Garvin (Washington Times) presents the Nicaraguan war (1979-91) from the vantage point of the contras --a legitimate political movement that in his view accomplished “nearly everything they were

fighting for.” He concludes, however, that the contras were not well served by their own leadership or by their CIA advisers. He also contends the contras were sold out by the Central American Peace Plan and by the Chamorro government that replaced the Sandinistas.

Jennifer McCoy and David Myers

The Unraveling of Representative Democracy in Venezuela

For four decades, Venezuela prided itself for having one of the most stable representative democracies in Latin America. Then, in 1992, Hugo Chávez Frías attempted an unsuccessful military coup. Six years later, he was elected president. Once in power, Chávez redrafted the 1961 constitution, dissolved the Congress, dismissed judges, and marginalized rival political parties. In a bid to create direct democracy, other Latin American democracies watched with mixed reactions: if representative democracy could break down so quickly in Venezuela, it could easily happen in countries with less-established traditions. On the other hand, would

Chávez create a new form of democracy to redress the plight of the marginalized poor?

David Pion-Berlin, ed.

Civil-Military Relations in Latin America: New Analytical Perspectives

The armed forces may no longer rule nations throughout Latin America, but they continue to influence democratic governments across the region. In nine original, thought-provoking essays, this book offers fresh theoretical insights into the dilemmas facing Latin American politicians as they struggle to gain full control over their military institutions.

Fareed Zakaria

The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad

A remarkable guide to the major challenges, both foreign and domestic, that face America in the twenty-first century. The thesis of this book is essentially that too much democratization and decentralization, two notions that are often hailed as universally good, can be disastrous. This argument is not new, as Dr. Zakaria (Foreign Affairs) readily admits. What is new is the contextualization of these problems to the modern world.

ECONOMICS/GLOBALISM

Thomas H. Becker

Doing Business in the New Latin America: A Guide to Cultures, Practices and Opportunities

Becker concisely describes the cultures and practices of Latin America, highlighting emerging opportunities in the growth region of Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean, and South America. He describes the untapped Latin American market that exists within the borders of the United States. Becker provides the reader with the initial tools and thought patterns necessary to do business in the new Latin America.

Albert Fishlow and James Jones

The United States and the Americas

No region has a more direct impact on the everyday lives of U.S. citizens than does the rest of the Western Hemisphere. Canada and Mexico are our first and second largest trading partners. We sell more to Brazil than to China, more to Chile than to India. Venezuela is our number-one energy supplier. We are committed to establishing a Free Trade Area of the Americas by 2005. But the relationship goes well beyond economics. We are inextricably and increasingly linked politically by immigration, drug policy, environment, human rights issues, and regional security.
Franklin Foer

How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization

Explores the nexus between international politics and soccer, paying particular attention to the globalization of culture and violence. 

Plinio Apuleyo Mendoza, Carlos Alberto Montaner and Alvaro Vargas Llosa

Guide to the Perfect Latin American Idiot

Three former members of the old Left dissect and examine the character (the Latin American idiot) in a cultural critique that combines analysis with humor and a relentless self-criticism. The authors challenge the populist ideologies of both the Left and the Right and argue that much of what is wrong with Latin America is not the fault of the U.S., but rather the result of Latin Americans’ own mismanagement.

Glen Reynolds

An Army of Davids: How Markets and Technology Empower Ordinary People to Beat Big Media, Big Government, and Other Goliaths

In this testament to the power of the little guy, Reynolds hails the emergence of a new entrepreneurial class resulting from the democratizing power of technology-the manifestation that “a society that’s rich and free will have citizens who-entirely on their own-develop a wide range of skills.” Among the skills he cites are citizen terrorist-busters, hackers and average Joe techies who set up phony jihad sites to foil terrorism in the U.S. Others have taken on big media, forcing newspapers and networks into something “akin to what happened to the Church during the Reformation.”

FICTION/HISTORICAL FICTION:

Isabel Allende

Inés del alma mía: una novela (Inés of My Soul: A Novel)

Only months after the inauguration of Chile’s first female president, Allende recounts in her usual sweeping style the grand tale of Doña Inés Suárez (1507– 1580), arguably the country’s founding mother. Writing in the year of her death, Inés tells of her modest girlhood in Spain and traveling to the New World as a young wife to find her missing husband, Juan. Upon learning of Juan’s humiliating death in battle, Inés determines to stay in the fledgling colony of Peru, where she falls fervently in love with Don Pedro de Valdivia, loyal field marshal of Francisco Pizarro.

Jorge Amado

Gabriela, cravo e canela (Gabriela, Clove and Cinnamon)

Brazilian Modernist novel written in 1958. It is widely considered one of his finest works. The action of the novel begins in 1925 in the provincial port of Ilheus in Brazil’s north-central state of Bahia. Ilheus served as an important point for the distribution and export of cacao, the region’s primary product and a topic of much discussion in “Gabriela.” The book tells two separate but related tales: first, the romance between Nacib Saad, a respectable bar owner of Syrian origin, and Gabriela, an innocent and captivating migrant worker from the impoverished interior, and second, the political struggle between the old guard of landed Cacao growers, led by the Bastos clan, and the forces of modernization , in the person of Mundinho Falcao, a wealthy young man from Sao Paulo. It can be read simultaneously as an

unusual, charming love story, a description of the political and social forces at work in 1920s Brazil, a somewhat satirical depiction of Latin American aspirations to “modernity,” and a celebration of the local culture and pleasures of Bahia. Jean-Paul Sartre, a friend of Amado’s,

called it “the best example of folk novel.”

Gabriel García Márquez

Crónica de una muerte anunciada (Chronicle of a Death Foretold)

Short book that describes one man’s desire to uncover the truth about a death that occurred 27 years prior and centers on the collective culpability of an entire society.

Gabriel García Márquez

El general en su laberinto (The General in His Labyrinth)

The last days of Simon Bolivar and his final two-week voyage up the Magdalena River, ostensibly to leave the splintered Republics and sail off to a number of possible designations, but in essence it is more a voyage across the Styx towards the Underworld. He is depicted as a disillusioned, cadaverous, old soldier (he’s in his forties but looks more like 60) whose grand efforts at war and diplomacy and whose vision of a united Republic of South America have been destroyed by splinter groups and factional infighting.

Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea

The author’s classic novella about a Cuban fisherman led directly to his winning the Nobel Prize in 1954. It is a short read but very powerful in its imagery and message on the human spirit.
Joshua Marston (FILM, DRAMA)

Maria Full of Grace (2004)

Maria Alvarez (Catalina Sandino), a spirited 17-year old, lives with her family in rural Colombia. Desperate to leave her job in a rose plantation, Maria accepts a lucrative offer to transport packets of heroin-which she must swallow-to the USA. The ruthless world of international drug trafficking proves to be more than Maria bargained for as she becomes entangled with both drug cartels and immigration officials.

Lawrence Thornton

Imagining Argentina

Set in Buenos Aires during the rule of the generals and their brutal policy of abducting and obliterating those who opposed them, the narrative tells of playwright Carlos Rueda, who suddenly finds himself with the power to “see” the disappeared ones and their fates. In the tradition of magical realism, by rendering almost palpable the sense of unreality that bizarre events evoke, Thornton makes Carlos’s gift entirely convincing.

Mario Vargas Llosa

Fiesta del Chivo (The Feast of the Goat)

A vivid re-creation of the Dominican Republic during the final days of General Rafael Trujillo’s regime. The novel is a literary portrait of the brutal dictator and his assassins, blending fact and fiction and spanning the better part of the century. Vargas Llosa uses the fateful date of Trujillo’s murder as the epicenter for a network of interconnected multiple stories that converge on Trujillo’s assassination and radiate backward into the past and forward into the future.
Amy Wilentz

The Rainy Season: Haiti Since Duvalier

Wilentz, a journalist, captures the complex cultural ambience and mystery of domestic politics with a penetrating eye and powerful description. Covering the years 1986-89, she analyzes political developments, centering her interpretations on the activities of a radical priest, interspersed with individual Haitian portraits and personal incidents. Providing historical background when necessary, she tells the stories of Haitians from all walks of life, from the infamous “Tontons Macoute”--a ruthless government-sponsored vigilante group--to voodoo priests, and including government officials, missionaries, intellectuals, workers and the unemployed.
GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS
Mark J. Plotkin

Tales of a Shaman’s Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain forest 

A century ago, malaria was killing Washingtonians, Londoners, and Parisians. Today HIV, along with various cancers, has taken its place among worldwide epidemics. Quinine, extracted from the cinchona tree of the Amazonian rainforest, quelled malaria; alkaloids taken from trees in the West African rainforest may well yield a cure for AIDS. Yet those woods, Mark Plotkin tells us, are fast disappearing, along with the native peoples who know the powers of the plants that dwell there. His account of wandering through the Amazonian jungles focuses on local knowledge about plants, whose uses range from the mundane to the magical.
Rusty Young and Thomas McFadden

Marching Powder: A True Story of Friendship, Cocaine, and South America’s Strangest Jail

An (almost) anthropological narrative describing the (bizarre) criminal lives led by inmates while serving time at a Bolivian prison.

CURRENT SCHOLARLY ARTICLE
Julia E. Sweig

Fidel’s Final Victory, Foreign Affairs, January/February 2007

Nelson and David Rockefeller Senior Fellow and Director of Latin America Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, posits that the post-Fidel transition is well under way and that the pace of change in Cuba will be gradual.
