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How do Africans view security?

How does the United States view security

1e US strategic security paradi
y address African secur




. Conclusion Drawn:

Fbruary 20,2008 Although the current strategic security narrative Is
necessary to address
traditional kinetic threats to US national security, it
insufficiently captures
non-traditional “creeping vulnerabilities” which fall along the
strategic seams
of our security institutions.

Left unchecked, these vulnerabilities become increasingly
interdependent and

combine over time into intractable, hydra-type threats which
then defy

traditional monolithic security approaches.

The answers to 215t Century security challenges must be as
integrated and
dynamic as the threats. These are solutions not yet sought.




GREATEST PROBLEMS FACING AFRICA FROM THEIR PERSPECTIVE

SECURITY SECTOR REFORM

POVERTY

HEALTH

CLIMATE CHANGE/ENVIRONMENTAL SHOCK

“You Americans are always looking for terrorists and weapons of mass destruction. We
have those here in Africa. Our terrorism is HIV/AIDS, malaria, and poverty. We have
weapons of mass destruction, too. Itis an AK-47 carried by a child. And this plays itself
out daily in Africa in an unforgiving environment we cannot control.” —African Diplomat
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OPERATIONALIZING “SECURITY” FOR AN AFRICAN
CONTEXT

SLUM GROWTH
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CONTEXT
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The Genesis of Human Security...

“The concept of security has far too long been interpreted too narrowly: as a sec
of territory from external aggression, or as protection of national interests in fore

policy or as global security from the threat of nuclear holocaust. It has been rele

to nation-states more than people...Forgotten were the legitimate concerns of o

people who sought security in their daily lives. For many of them, security symk
protection from the threat of diseases, hunger, unemployment, crime [or terroris
social conflict, political repression and environmental hazards. With the dark sh
of the Cold War receding, one can see that many conflicts are within the nations
rather than between the nations.”

--United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Report 1694
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Components of Human Security

Economic Security—the threat is poverty

Food Security—the threat is hunger and famine

Health Security—the threat is injury and disease

Environmental Security—the threat is pollution, environmental
degradation, and resource depletion

Personal security—the threat involves various forms of violence

Communal Security—the threat is to the integrity of cultures

Political Security—the threat is political repression

“The battle of peace has to be fought on two fronts. The first is the
security front where victory spells freedom from fear. The second is
the economic and social front where victory means freedom from
want.”

--United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
Report 1994




Human Securit
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ore is one word | would use to sum up the atmosphere in Ir
e streets, in the countryside, in the neighborhoods anc
nal level — that word would be fear."
CROCKER, US Ambassador to Irac



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Lack of governments to provide for the security of their people in turn erodes legitimacy for the regime and forcing people to take actions into their own hands out of fear for their lives.�

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/20/washington/20policy.html?th&emc=th
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Human Security as a Paradigm

Referral Object Shifts from Nation-State Rational Actor
to Collective Humanity

Acknowledges Development/Humanitarian considerations
Into security discourse (DOD 3000.05)

Transparent

Proactive—Policeman versus Fireman

Comprehensive
Weight of Effort Focused on Process not “Product”—Sustainability
Multi-lateral—Inclusive of non-traditional partners in security arena

Interdependency of Variables
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Addressing
the core
drivers of
security in a
joined-up
The Barcelona Report of the

approach
prevents Ao R v

threats from
becoming
Crisis; crisis
becoming
conflict; and
conflict from — _
. agm S dpop [Reeed s
becoming
combat.

A Human Security
Doctrine for Europe
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Environmental Security

Any natural or man-made occurrence, remnant of war, or
natural resource representing a critical point of security/conflict
Influencing stability within the state, region, or in an international
context concurrently impacting other areas of security.

Constructing a “no regrets” proof of concept as
confidence building measures.




Climate Change and Environmental Shock in Africa
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“Numerous African countries and regions already suffer from varying degrees of famine

and civil strife... Such changes will add significantly to existing tensions and can facilitate
weakened governance, economic collapses, massive human migrations, and potential
conflicts."—CNA Corporation Report on National Security and the Threat of Climate Change

“Contemporary Africa aspires to be a unified system but falls far short. Severe climate

change would, in a grim way, provide for the first time the missing element of connectivity.

From one end of the African continent to the other, severe climate change will become the
common denominator of turbulence and destruction.”—CSIS/Center for a New American Security

“The [African] continent’s vulnerability to climate change on top of its other problems
make the region especially susceptible to humanitarian disasters with some African
governments either unwilling or unable to protect their citizens from floods, famine,
drought, and disease...Since the United States will be pressured to deploy military forces
or at least provide lift and logistic support for large-scale humanitarian emergencies,
it has an interest in helping countries minimize adverse effects of climate change through
enhanced local capacity to respond to natural disasters.”—Council on Foreign Relations
“Climate Change and National Security:
An Agenda for Action”
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Environmental Security Issues
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Often Regional / Transnational in scope
Viewed logistically rather than strategically

2quire multilateral response

0 non-traditional security partners
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Non threatening

Transcends tensions

Affects all countries
1proved military image

cost
es interagency/ international/corporate coog
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Environmental Security

Conflict
Resolution &

idence/ Prevention




Leveraging 215t Century Technology
for Sustainable Security

Found at: www.activeworlds.com
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Initial arrival point in the
3D application
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Virtual Collaborative Environment
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Virtual Collaborative Environment
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Every day the gazelle wakes up in Africa understanding it must outrun the
astest lion

order to survive. Every day the lion wakes up in Africa understanding
St outrun
owest gazelle for its survival. In Africa, it doesn’t matter what yo

ou better wake up and hit the ground running!” --African P

Questions/Comments
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