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Conclusions
POST-CONFLICT CONDITIONS UNIQUE FOR  RoL INITIATIVES:

1.   IT MAY BE BETTER TO BE STONG THAN LIKED
Post-conflict, it is more important to seize initiative for stability than to 
wait for consensus or collaboration

Early and strong use of military presence can enhance conditions for 
implementation of Rule of Law.

2.  RoL SYMBOLS COUNT – Al Waqai Al-Iraqiya
In PTSD societies, form trumps substance

Early display of authority symbols can set conditions for follow on 
stabilizing ops such as RoL

3.   LEVERAGING LOCAL INITIATIVES CAN ENHANCE ROL 
Recognizing and supporting local initiatives [“Iraqi Law & Society”] can 
enhance ‘buy in’ for RoL

Creating trust and support from population early, enhances effect of 1 
and 2 above and thereby, long term stability and security potential
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