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Mr. John Fraser is the Director of the Executive MBA Program in the Henry 
B. Tippie School of Management at The University of Iowa.  Having served in 
that role since 1997, he has collaborated extensively with corporate sponsors 
to assure relevant and applicable curriculum delivery to hundreds of Executive 
MBA participants from highly diverse corporate, government and military 
organizations.  He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Executive 
MBA Council from 2005-2009 and served as Board Chairman from 2007-
2008.  The EMBA Council includes more than 200 educational institutions that 
administer 300 plus Executive MBA Programs internationally.  In November of 
2010, Mr. Fraser received the Bud Fackler Service Award from the Executive 
MBA Council.  This award recognizes contributions to the Executive MBA 
Council and to Executive MBA Programs worldwide, including efforts to help 
other programs, to share best practices, and to raise the quality of Executive 
MBA programs globally.  The EMBA Council named the award after Bud 
Fackler, the late director of the Executive MBA Program at the University of 

Chicago and one of the council’s founders.  

Mr. Fraser earned his undergraduate degree at San Diego Sate University and MBA from The University of Iowa. 
His corporate experience includes 23 years with Amana Refrigeration in numerous sales, sales management, branch 
management, corporate training, and human resource management leadership roles.

As an adjunct lecturer for the past twelve years, Mr. Fraser has taught undergraduate business classes in Business 
Strategy, Business Communications and Ethics, and Leadership at The University of Iowa.  A popular public 
speaker, he has also been an active Dale Carnegie Course instructor for the past 24 years. His lifetime interest in 
education at all levels has also sparked an ongoing passion for teaching Junior Achievement classes and he presently 
serves on the Board of Directors for Junior Achievement of Central Iowa.

Mr. Fraser is a retired Navy Captain, having served seven years on active duty and eighteen years in the Naval Air 
Reserve. He completed Naval Flight Training in October 1965 and was assigned for the next three and one-half years 
as a search and rescue helicopter pilot with Helicopter Combat Support Squadron One, Imperial Beach, California. 
Deployed twice, he and his flight crews flew combat search and rescue missions off the coast of Vietnam from the 
USS Constellation (1966-1967) and USS Oriskany (1967-1968).  Subsequently, as a Naval Air Reservist, he held 
numerous positions, ultimately serving as Commanding Officer, Helicopter Anti-submarine Warfare Squadron 85, 
at Naval Air Station Alameda, California.

Mr. Fraser has more than 5,500 hours of flight time and continues to maintain his currency in single and multi-
engine aircraft for both personal and business purposes. On autumn weekends, he and his wife Peg, can be found 
riding their Harley Davidson motorcycles, as they explore the back roads of Iowa.
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