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NEW INSS STRATEGIC PERSPECTIVE RELEASED: 
Applying Lessons in Nuclear Diplomacy from North Korea to Iran 

 
Washington, D.C. – The Institute for National Strategic Studies of the National Defense 
University is pleased to announce the release of a new INSS Strategic Perspectives 
entitled “Redefining Success: Applying Lessons in Nuclear Diplomacy from North Korea 
to Iran” written by Ferial Ara Saeed. 
 
This study attempts to draw lessons from two decades of efforts to alter the nuclear 
policies of North Korea and apply them to Iran.  North Korea and Iran are very different 
states that share one critical similarity:  decades of estrangement from the U.S. and the 
international community.  They also play destabilizing roles in their respective regions 
and are catalysts for tactical and strategic changes in these regions.  “Washington needs a 
more promising strategy,” the study argues, in order to achieve important short-term 
goals of improved nuclear transparency in North Korea and Iran, and of securing their 
vulnerable nuclear materials -- goals deemed critical to U.S. national security in the 2010 
Nuclear Posture Review and the Quadrennial Defense Review. Current policy, however, 
focuses on the longer-term goal of denuclearization, which has allowed both states to 
advance their nuclear programs.   
 
The study recommends a nuclear pause as a prelude to denuclearization, linked to a 
political/diplomatic strategy.  This will help address the immediate security threat posed 
by the two nuclear standoffs, and potentially open up political space for more moderate 
behavior by both states.  Over the short-term, therefore, the goal should be to manage the 
North Korean and Iranian nuclear standoffs, thereby improving prospects to resolve them 
over the long-term through denuclearization. 
 
The study can be found at the following link: 
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/docUploaded/StrategicPerspectives_Saeed.pdf 
 
Ms. Ferial Ara Saeed is an American diplomat serving as Visiting Research Fellow at 
the Institute for National Strategic Studies.  The views expressed in this study are hers 
alone and do not reflect the official policy or positions of the State Department, the 
Defense Department, or any branch of the U.S. government.  North Asia is Ms. Saeed's 
primary area of diplomatic expertise, and her academic background is in the Middle 
East and Southwest Asia.  She holds an M.A. in International Affairs from Columbia 
University, and a B.A. in Political Science and Anthropology from the University of 
California at Berkeley.   
 

http://www.ndu.edu/inss/docUploaded/StrategicPerspectives_Saeed.pdf


The National Defense University is the nation’s premier center for joint professional 
military education.  The university is an accredited graduate-level institution that 
provides an educational and research environment to prepare future leaders of the armed 
forces and other civilian agencies for high-level policy, command, and staff 
responsibilities.  
 
The mission of the Institute for National Strategic Studies is to conduct strategic studies 
for the Secretary of Defense, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Unified 
Combatant Commands to support the national strategic components of the academic 
programs at NDU and to provide outreach to other US governmental agencies and to the 
broader national security community.  
 
 

### 
 

 
Contacts: 
Mr. Dave Thomas, Public Affairs Officer 
National Defense University  
Phone: 202-685-3140 
Email: ThomasD2@ndu.edu 
 
Ms. Kimberley L. Berlin, Outreach Director  
Institute for National Strategic Studies 
Phone: 202-433-4560 
Email: BerlinK@ndu.edu 
Web site:    http://www.ndu.edu/inss  
Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/ndu-inss 
INSS Blog:  http://inss.wordpress.com/  
 
 

http://www.ndu.edu/inss
http://www.facebook.com/ndu-inss
http://inss.wordpress.com/

