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National Defense University and U.S. Institute of Peace Sign
Memorandum of Understanding

Washington, D.C. — The National Defense University (NDU) and the U.S. Institute of
Peace (USIP) signed a historic memorandum of understanding that fosters deeper and
strong collaboration between two national institutions working on national security and
international conflict. Both USIP and NDU conduct critical research and prepare U.S.
government personnel and other parties to operate in zones of conflict abroad. 50
representatives of leadership and staff from both institutions were present at the signing.

Vice Admiral Ann E. Rondeau, USN, President of NDU, said at the ceremony, “The
signing of this MOU marks the formalization of a long-standing relationship between two
institutions that are at the center of education and inquiry in the areas of international
conflict, national security affairs and the establishment of the rule of law to foster human
security. This accord will greatly enhance the preparation of leaders and practitioners in
these fields on behalf of our national security.”

At the ceremony, Ambassador Richard H. Solomon, President of USIP, said, “What is
important to understand about this piece of paper is that our staffs have already gone to
work on bringing efforts that would have been conducted separately together.” This
includes work on critical areas such as genocide prevention, dealing with weapons of
mass destruction, understanding the lessons on Provincial Reconstruction Teams serving
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and using technology to aid in crisis mapping and response in
places such as Haiti.

The National Defense University is the nation’s premier center for joint professional
military education. The university is an accredited graduate-level institution that
provides an educational and research environment to prepare future leaders of the armed
forces and other civilian agencies for high-level policy, command, and staff
responsibilities. Contact: Dave Thomas, Public Affairs Officer, National Defense
University, phone: 202-685-3140, email: ThomasD2@ndu.edu.

The United States Institute of Peace is an independent, nonpartisan, national institution
established and funded by Congress. Its goals are to help prevent and resolve violent
international conflicts; promote post-conflict stability and development; and increase
conflict management capacity, tools, and intellectual capital worldwide. Contact: Allison
Sturma, Press Secretary, phone: 202-429-4725, email: asturma@usip.org.
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