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National Defense University’s IRM College Hosts 2nd Annual Virtual Worlds Conference

On April 23-24, 2009 (with preconference virtual world demos on April 22), the National Defense University’s Information Resources Management (IRM) College at Fort Lesley J. McNair in Washington, DC, will host the 2nd annual Federal Consortium for Virtual Worlds Conference.  This year’s theme is “Imagining the Future;” and the event will include presentations by virtual world experts, a poster session highlighting current government virtual worlds’ projects; and a vendor fair displaying products and services of companies who operate in this arena.  Keynote speakers this year include Christian Renaud, CEO of The Technology Intelligence Group, who will discuss “2020: Technology and Immersion,” and Dr. Michael Nelson, Visiting Professor at Georgetown, who will discuss “The Cloud, the Crowd & the 3-D Internet – What’s Next for Collaboration Online.”    The conference is open to the public.  

This year’s Virtual Worlds Conference will be the first event to include live, video streaming to several virtual worlds simultaneously, including Second Life, Forterra, Protosphere, VastPark, and 3DXplorer.  Access to these virtual worlds and online events will be posted to the Federal Consortium for Virtual Worlds’ website a week before the conference.  The two-day conference cost is $150 per person and an additional $25 for those who choose to attend the April 22nd demonstrations.  To register and for more information, please visit http://www.ndu.edu/irmc/fedconsortium.html. The Consortium expects approximately 3,000 people to attend physically and virtually.  

The Federal Consortium for Virtual Worlds is a group of government employees (federal, state, local, and international), contractors, vendors, and academics interested in exploring the use of virtual worlds in government, sharing best practices and policies, creating shared repositories, and networking. The Consortium consists of representatives from over 200 government, industry, academia, and non-profit organizations who have come together to explore the use of online 3D virtual worlds and avatar communities.  

In early 2007, Dr. Paulette Robinson, Assistant Dean for Teaching, Learning & Technology, at the IRM College organized this Consortium.  In November 2007, the college hosted the first official meeting called “Exploring Virtual Worlds,” with over 500 physical and virtual attendees.  The second event, “Virtual Worlds: Implementing the Future” was held as a large Expo event and vendor fair in April 2008, with over 2,000 resident and “in world” attendees.  The IRM College’s own “island” in Second Life is designed to be a government learning and meeting center and is now open to government agencies to offer events.  Anyone interested in joining the Federal Consortium for Virtual Worlds or just learning more should send an email to FederalConsortiumVR@ndu.edu.

For more information on the Information Resources Management (IRM) College, please visit: www.ndu.edu/irmc.  The IRM College is a committed leader in the development and implementation of collaboration technologies.  

(For reporters -- for more information about the conference, please contact Dr. Paulette Robinson at (202) 685-3891 or RobinsonP@ndu.edu )
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