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PRESENTATION

BY LT. GENERAL VO TIEN TRUNG, PRESIDENT OF THE NDA OF VIETNAM

Dear Vice Admiral Rondeau, President of the National Defense University of the United States

Ladies and Gentlemen

To begin with, let me express my gratitude to vice admiral Rondeau for offering me an opportunity to speak to you at the National Defense University. For me, this is a great honor. At the same time, this is a chance to let you deeper understand about Vietnam and national defense policy of Vietnam

Ladies ad gentlemen

There may be some of you here today much understanding about Vietnam, especially the viewpoint on what the strength of Vietnam is and how Vietnam uses its defense strength. And, some of you here may not fully understand and even misunderstand about the national defense viewpoint and policy of Vietnam. Therefore, with an open attitude for the sake of peace and development among nations and peoples, I would like to present issues related to Vietnam’s strength and its national defense policy.

I will probably spend one hours on the presentation and one hour answering all the questions posed by the audience.

My presentation today consists of 03 parts:

1. Briefings on the history of national construction and protection of Vietnamese People.

2. The source of National Defense Strength of Vietnam
3. Current national defense policy of Vietnam

Part I: Briefings on the history of national construction and protection of Vietnamese People.

(Show the map of Vietnam)

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam lies in South East Asia region with a history of 4000 years, and with 54 ethnic groups living together, of which Kinh people is the majority. Vietnam’s current population is 86 million people and its area is more than 330000 square km with the shape of an S stretching from the north to the south. It is bordered by People's Republic of China (PRC) to the north (1449 km long), Laos to the northwest (2037 km long), Cambodia to the southwest (1137 km long), and the  East Sea to the east. With a population of over 86 million, Vietnam is the 13th most populous country in the world. Vietnam has a land border of 4623 km; the coastal line is 3260 km starting from Mongcai, Quang Ninh Province  and ending in Mui Nai, Kien giang Province. There are thousands of islands off shore of Vietnam, including Spratleys and Paracels.

More than 4000 years ago, ethnic groups in Vietnam led by King Hung gained its independence and named our nation Van Lang, then renamed into Au lac, Van Xuan, Dai Co Viet, Dai Viet, Dai Ngu, Dai Nam and today Vietnam.

Since foundation of the nation, Viet People advocated living in harmony and in peace with neighboring countries, especially northern countries. However, with the ambition of expansion, northern countries have invaded Vietnam many times. Therefore, Vietnamese people had to undergo 17 wars to safeguard the nation.

1.1. More than 1000 years to be ruled by the northern people.
In 179 B.C, because of King An Duong Vuong’s subjectivism, the national resistance of Viet People against Qing was lost. Consequently, from 179 B.C to 983 A.D, Âu lac (former Vietnam) was ruled by Northern people. During 1117 years ruled by Northern People in the past, Vietnamese people constantly rose up in arms to try to gain the independence from the northern people, the shortest independence was three months, the longest was 45 years but then all were lost. 

1.2. Constant resistance to defend feudal states

In 938 A.D, Ngô Quyen rose up and led Vietnamese people launching a war destroying the southern Han on Bach Dang River, ending more than 1000 thousand years being ruled by the northern people.

After founding feudal states to safeguard the national independence, Vietnam had to constantly fight against invaders from the North. Many resounding victories were made, bringing about glorious chapters in Vietnam’s history. 
Some of the greatest victories are:

- The war against Song Invaders for the first time on Bach Dang River by Le Dynasty in 981; and the war against Song Invaders for the second time by Ly Dynasty on Nhu Nguyet River from 1075 to 1077

 (slide show the diagram of the battle on Nhu Nguyet River)

- Tran Dynasty three times defeated Mongol invaders, the most powerful army at that time.

+ The first victory over Mongols was in 1258, 30,000 Mongol troops were defeated. 

(slide show the diagram of the victory over Mongols  for the first time)

+ The second was in 1285, 60,000 Mongols troops were destroyed.
(slide show the diagram of the victory over Mongols  for the first time)

+ The third was in 1288, 50.000 Mongols troops were destroyed.
(slide show the diagram of the victory over Mongols for the first time)

- The 9-year struggle against 50.000 troops of Ming Dynasty from 1418 to 1427, beheading General Lieu Thang in Chi Lang Strait, restoring independence and peace for Dai Viet.

- The speedy, unpredictable, audacious attack by King Quang Trung defeated 29 thousand Qing invaders in the spring 1789. 

1.3. More than 80 years being ruled by the French Colonialist and the two tenacious struggles to reberate the Nation

1.2.1. The struggle against colonialism.

In 1858, taking advantage of Nguyen Dynasty’s weakness, French Colonialist with its developed economy, its modern industry invaded Vietnam. And, in 1884 the French posed its ruling on over all the territory of Vietnam. From that year, Vietnam became a semi-feudal and semi-colonial country.

Under the extremely cruel governance of French Colonialist, many national patriots rose up in arms. However, all of those were barbarously suppressed and shattered. Once again Vietnamese People lost their nation and their sovereignty and became slaves for French Colonialist.

- In 1911, Nguyen Tat Thanh (President Ho Chi Minh), a true patriot set off averseas to find the way for the national salvation. After 19 years of hardship, he came up with the way for the national salvation. Under his leadership, in 1930 the Communist Party of Vietnam was founded. The Communist Party of Vietnam, who was born from the patriotic movements, from workers’ movements, representing the whole nation interests, mobilized the combined force to create great strength to carry out a landslide revolution defeating Japanese Fascist and French Colonialist, taking over the control of government. On 02 September 2011, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam came into being.

After the success of the August Revolution, as you may know, Vietnamese People made any effort, even concession, to maintain peace and to construct the nation. However, the more concession we made the more transgression the French took. Vietnamese People were forced to undergo  the 9-year struggle to defeat the French, and the pinnacle of the 9-year struggle was the resounding victory of Dien Bien Phu in 1954, General D Cat and all his staff were captured 
1.1.2. 21 years struggling to liberate the south and to reunify the nation.  

After Dien Bien Phu Victory, Geneva  Peace accord was signed on 20 July 1954. Vietnam was temporarily divided into two parts, and it would organize,  as planned, a nationwide election to unify the nation. However, with the overseas support, Ngo Dinh Diem’s Government was established in the south of Vietnam, infringing Geneva Accord. Under the ruling of Ngo Dinh Diem government, millions of innocent people were imprisoned, cruelly tortured. Only in six years (1954 - 1960) thousands of people who took part in French time struggle were killed barbarously. My country was separated. Facing the government’s cruel ruling, Vietnamese People in the South stood up and made general uprisings in 1959 and 1960.

The long lasting struggle of Vietnamese People had come to the victory. The Paris Accord was signed in 1973, expeditionary troops withdrew from the South. And, the general attack in 1975 ended more than 20 years of national separation. Peace and National reunification in Vietnam were restored.
1.3. Protection of the southwest border and the north border (1977 - 1989)
It can be said that, during the long history of their national construction and protection, Vietnamese People had tempered and built their deep patriotism and resolute determination to struggle against invaders. They lived harmoniously, faithfully, and never made an enemy of any. Vietnamese People are always imbued with President Ho Chi Minh’ teaching that is willing to be a friend and a trustworthy partner with all the countries worldwide. When facing  a risk of  war, Vietnam always made whatever effort to peacefully neutralize the risk. In the event that a war happened, Vietnam always tries to minimize its negative effects, especially the loss of lives for both sides.


The unwanted Vietnam War became a memory of the past, but its consequences to Vietnamese People and American are so tough until today. However, over the past years, our two nations have agreed to close the past and look forward to the future, overcoming war’s consequences, building a good relationship for mutual interests and benefits, making contribution to constructing the friendship, trust and solidarity between the two nations for the peace of each country, of the region and the whole world.

Part II

National Defense Strength and National Defense Policy of Vietnam  
2.1. The World situation

- Peace, multilateral, bilateral co-operation are the mainstream.

- World war is unlikely to occur

- Ethnic, national and religious conflicts, subversion and separatism have been on the rise.

- Climate change results in the rise of natural disasters, epidemic deaseses
- Terrorism, drug trafficking, human trafficking have been alarmingly escalating.

2.2. The national defense strength of Vietnam stems from the strength of the whole nation in combination with the strength of our time.

National defense is the work of the whole nation, including home and foreign affairs in the fields of politics, defense, economy, culture, and science to defend a country by employing the combined strength of all Vietnamese people in which defense strength is specific, armed forces are the core. Throughout its long history of 4000 years, whenever the national defense was of people, mobilizing all Vietnamese people to safeguard the nation then Vietnam would gain the victory and vice versa…Therefore, today we also regard construction of the national defense is of all the people, by the people, and for the people; the national defense of self-reliance, self-control and self-strengthening in parallel with bringing into full play the movements for peace, and friends throughout the world. Those are two factors that create the combined strength to protect the regime, protect the national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, and safeguard the people and national interests.

- Building strong national defense does not mean that we want to wage a war. On the contrary, we hold the view that no wars are the greatest victory. As a result, strong national defense is to deter, neutralize the risks of wars, shattering intrigues of the adversary elements to rise up and subvert the regime, maintaining peace and stability for national development.

- Based on the foresaid viewpoints, enhancement of Vietnam’s national defense potentials must be realized comprehensively, not only political strength, economic strength, but also science and technology potentials and military potentials. As the constraint of time, today I just focus on main points.
We hold the view that in any national salvation, human factor is decisive, weapons and equipment play an important role; those two elements are interdependent. We do not dignify this element but defy the other. In order to build the political and spiritual strength, firstly we fortify the whole national solidarity, building a wholesome political system with a government of the people, for the people and by the people.

Building and reinforcing trust among people become a crucial factor in building the political and spiritual strength. Vietnamese people’s political and spiritual strength is just the iron will and deep patriotism, willing to sacrifice for the national salvation. Along with building the national solidarity and developing the economic potentials in order to creating the national strength, we always try to maintain national security, caring for the people’s lives, hunger eradication and poverty elimination. And, this is regarded as the most solid foundation to win people’s heart and mind.

2.2.1. Vietnam’s people Army

The VPA, the core of the Vietnam’s Armed forces, is an army from the people, for the people and ready to sacrifice their lives for the independence and freedom of the Homeland, for the socialism, and for the happiness of their people.

Vietnam’s People Army came into being on 22 December 1944. right after its birth, the VPA was side by side with the whole nation to gain resounding victories in the cause of national liberation and reunification.

When the country embarked upon the period of peace and construction, the VPA adjusted its organizational structure and downsized its strength. Now, VPA has 450,000 active troops, including main force and local force and roughly 5 million reserves. The VPA are trying to construct and develop into “a professional, elite and gradually modern force”

The main task of the VPA is ready to fight to ensure the national independence, sovereignty, solidarity, territorial integrity and national interests. In addition, the VPA is a force of work and produce.
As an army ready for work, the VPA has always maintained its organic ties with its people. It is a force that always pioneers in helping its people with produce, hunger eradication and poverty elimination, natural disaster relief and epidemic control. In natural disaster relief and epidemic prevention, we are consistent to the guideline “saving people is the ultimate command”. Therefore, we are beloved by our people.

As an army ready for produce, the VPA commands have made the most of such potentials as labor, land and techniques, etc., to promote production activities and generate local supplemental products that contribute to stabilizing and significantly improving servicemen’s quality of life. 
2.2.2. Militia and self-Defense Force 

Militia and Self-Defense Force is the armed force of the masses that is not separated from production activities and work. It is widely and closely organized in localities, taking responsibility for protection of administrative authorities, lives and property of people. 
- The militia units  are organized in communes, precincts 

- The self-defense units are organized in political, socio-political bodies, State offices, civil services and economic organization.

2.3. Control of fighting operations in national salvation

- When an invasive war occurs, we rapidly turn the whole people national defense into all people, all-round national resistance.

- People’s war is to mobilize all people with 03 types of armed forces (main force, local force and militia and self-defense force); we creatively and widely fight the enemy and conduct different kinds of operation with different types of weapon such as  attacking the enemy from the rear, from the flank; weakening enemy troops in a large-scale; destroying enemy commands with small strength; making the enemy fall into the dilemma, into the contradiction between defense and offense, between centralization and scatter. As a result, the enemy troops would be extremely puzzled and low-spirited, and, that’s when our main troops will appear and deal the final and decisive blow. 
2.4. National Defense Policy of Vietnam

- The strength of Vietnam’s national defense stems from the strength of the whole nation combined with the strength of our time in order to prevent and repulse the risk of wars and ready to defeat any aggressive war to protect the Homeland, the regime and the territorial integrity.
- Enhancement of defense potentials means building the strength and posture in which building the solid defensive posture in provinces and cities; winning the people’s heart and mind; closely combining national defense with economy are the core issues.

-  We aim at construction and development of “a revolutionary, professional, elite and gradually modern VPA with a rational number of forces but a high capability of fighting. At the same time, we try to building the militia and the self-defense force to become mighty and a key to the cause of the Homeland protection
- The strength of Vietnam’s National Defense is totally for self-defense. We are consistent to the guideline of using force or threatening to use force in international relations, in solving disagreements and conflicts. Vietnam opposes armed races and terrorism of any sort. Vietnam respect other countries’ independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and national interests on the basis of Urn’s Charter and requests other nations to treat Vietnam the same way. 

- Vietnam consistently carries out the diplomatic guidelines of independence, self-control, peace and co-operation and development with a bilateral and multilateral foreign policy with a motto: Vietnam wishes to be a friend and a trustworthy counterpart of all the countries in the world. The defense foreign policy is one component of the country’s foreign policy. Our objective is set up national defense relations with all the nations based upon equality, mutual respect so as to build the VPA to become professional, elite and gradually modern to readily safeguard the Homeland and contribute to ensuring the world peace.  

- Vietnam is committed to neither joining any military alliances nor giving any other countries permission to station military bases nor using its soil to carry out military activities against other countries.
 Conclusion
Vietnamese is a peace-loving people. We want to be a friend and a trustworthy partner to any nation worldwide. We always welcome friends from all over the world to visit and invest in Vietnam, simultaneously respecting our independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and interests of our nation.

And, we will mobilize the strength of the whole nation, with our deep patriotism and our unique military arts to defeat whoever aggressors violating the independence, self-control and territorial integrity of Vietnam, regardless of how modern their weapon is, and how crowded their troops are.
 DIEN BIEN PHU CAMPAIGN
The French: to create an attacking pedal to strategically win over VPA, in late 1953, the French parachuted to take control of Dine Bien Phi Valley, and then constructed the most powerful entrenched fortification group in Indochina at that time

The French Force:

12 infantry battalions and 07 independent companies, 02 bn of 105 mm-calibered mortars, 01 company of medium artillery 155 mm

02 heavy artillery bn, 01 engineer bn, 01 armored company

The total strength: 11.800 troops, then 16.200

In addition, it was supported and fed by hundreds of fighter aircraft, and heavy transportation aircraft
The defensive entrenched fortification was divided into 03 areas, 08 defensive centers; the north area composed 02 defensive centers; the central area 05 defensive centers; and one defensive center in the south area.
Our side: 
In the early stage: 03 brigades (308, 312, and 316), infantry regiment 57, then plus brigade 304, artillery brigade 151: in total more than 40.000

Logistics: 628 transportation Lorries, 21.000 bicycles; 261.500 conscripted laborers.
Happenings and results

First Stage: From 13 to 17, March, 1954, Himlam Entrenched Fortification and Doclap Hill were destroyed, beating the French’s counter-attack, forcing one French battalion, 03 Thai companies to surrender, shooting down 12 aircraft.

 Second Stage: From 30 March to 30 April, March, 1954, 
The VPA assaulted and destroyed Entrenched Fortifications E, D1, D2, C1 and northwest of Muongthanh airport. However, the VPA had not taken over the Hill A1 and C2. From 18 to 30 April, the second offensive in the second stage was carried out to tighten the French in the Central Area and constantly fought against counter-attacks.
Third Stage: From 01 to 07 May March, 
The VPA gradually destroyed defensive position 505, 505A, 311b. 20.00 hours, 06 of May, 01 ton of explosive charge broke out underground of the Hill A1. 04 hours, 07 May, Regiment 174 of the Brigade 316 fought and captured the ground of Hill A1. 07, May 1954, the general offensive into the headquarters, successfully ended the campaign. 
