The Commandant is not a statutory member of the Joint Chiefs. But
when matters of direct concern to the Marine Corps are under consid-
eration, then the Commandant meets with the Joint Chiefs and holds
co-equal status with regard to such matters. . .. The Chiefs are advi-
sors. They shape their advice for the good of the country—not on the
basis of priority for what their respective services may want. And they
are united as never before—more objective than ever before. . .. Each
of us expresses any opposition he may have to a particular proposal,
with full supporting detail, during JCS meetings. That’s when it should
be done, when we’re shaping our recommendations, not after they’ve
gone to the Secretary or the President. . . . When asked, and during our
deliberations, each of us states his views as a member of the JCS and
as a service chief. . .. But these are views and recommendations. They
are not decisions. The decisions are made by the Commander in Chief.

—Wallace M. Greene, Jr., “How the Joint Chiefs of
Staff View Their Dual Roles,” Armed Forces
Management (December 1967)
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The 239 annual Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategy Essay Competition
was held on May 20-21, 2004, in Washington. This event was established by
General David Jones, USAF, the 9t Chairman, to challenge students at the
intermediate and senior colleges to write original essays on significant
aspects of national security strategy.

FIRST PLACE ESSAYS

(National War College)
“The Political Role of Regional Combatant Commanders”

and

(Marine Corps War College)
“Bridging the Gap of Cultural Intelligence
(Or, Have We Focused on the Wrong Transformation)”

SECOND PLACE ESSAY

(U.S. Army War College)
“Institutional Intellectualism as an Agent for Military Transformation”

THIRD PLACE ESSAY

(Air War College)
“War Against Global Terrorism:
Winning the Hearts, Minds, and Souls of the Muslim World”
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