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INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL STRATEGIC STUDIES
NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY

CHAIRMAN OF THE
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

Strategy Essay
Competition

Presenting the winners of the 
21st annual essay competition:

Alan J. Stephenson
“Shades of Gray: Gradual Escalation and 

Coercive Diplomacy”

Brian L. Thompson
“Surrogate Armies: Redefining the Ground Force”

James L. Boling
“Rapid Decisive Operations: The Emperor’s 

New Clothes of Modern Warfare”

James C. Howe
“The Fifth Side of the Pentagon: Moving the Coast Guard 

to the Department of Defense”
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