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2006 – US Army South 
designated Army 
Service Component  
Command  (ASCC)

HISTORY OF 
US ARMY SOUTH

1904 – US Army presence begins 
in Panama Canal Zone

1989 – US Army South designated JTF-Panama
1963 – Designated US Army Forces Southern 
Command 
1947 – Designated US Army Caribbean Command

2003 – US Army South designated 
Major Subordinate Command to 
FORSCOM and relocated to Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas

1999 – U.S. Army South relocated to 
Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico

2



UNCLASSIFIED // FOUO

UNCLASSIFIED // FOUO

HISTORY OF 
US ARMY SOUTH

Cont’d

2008 – US Army South starts 
transition to the Army Service 
Component Command 5.4 design 

2010 – Chief of Staff of the Army Casey directed 
merger of US Army South with US Army North.  
Planning started ----- action later cancelled

FY 13 / FY 14 
DoD-wide budget reductions.   
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Future adjustments ?

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/US_Fifth_Army_patch.svg
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• Provide Deployable Command and Control Headquarters

• Coordinate and Provide Logistic Support

• Conduct Humanitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Response

• Plan and Conduct Multi-National Exercises

• Provide and Maintain Regional Affairs 
Expertise

• Provide Direct Link to Department of 
the Army and US Southern Command

• Sustain Professional Relations 
with Partner Nation Armies    

US Army South Capabilities
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Poverty
Unequal wealth distribution
Social exclusion
Corruption

SOUTHCOM AOR is at 
extremely high risk for 
natural disasters

-Hurricanes
-Earthquakes
-Volcanoes

Potential Border Conflict

Illicit Trafficking
Money Laundering
Counterfeiting
Document falsification

Urban Gangs

Mass Migration
Human Trafficking

Operational Environment

Terrorist 
Organizations
in Colombia and 

Peru

UNCLASSIFIED

There exists a long term trend for CENTAM 
countries to change their focus from border 
threats to citizen security concerns

Country  Homicide Rate 
per 100,000*

Guatemala 41

Belize 41

El Salvador 66

Honduras 82

Nicaragua 13

Costa Rica 11

Panama 22

Mexico 18

Colombia 33

Venezuela 49

United States 5

Perception is that the 
balloon effect from USG 
assistance efforts in COL 
and MEX have pushed 
criminal activity into 
CENTAM

Cocaine
Firearms
Smuggling of migrants

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS0pFmZO4A8Af86JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=latin+america+poverty&ei=UTF-8&fr=yfp-t-892&b=31&tab=organic&w=300&h=243&imgurl=www.laht.com/latam/Poor_1.jpg&rurl=http://www.laht.com/article.asp?ArticleId=350908&amp;CategoryId=14091&size=66.8+KB&name=Latin+American+Herald+Tribune+-+ECLAC:+Extreme+Poverty+Up+in+2009+in+...&p=latin+america+poverty&oid=0f1bd1b1ea2601f962e543e08541302c&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-892&tt=Latin+American+Herald+Tribune+-+ECLAC:+Extreme+Poverty+Up+in+2009+in+...&b=31&ni=30&no=40&tab=organic&sigr=125ij5r8g&sigb=13bnm7gq2&sigi=10t2jm9m1&.crumb=e8ZmNp7tgxI
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS8LF2ZO5B8AR86JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=latin+america+military&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-892&b=1&tab=organic&w=620&h=456&imgurl=www.elpais.com/recorte/20090630elpepuint_7/XLCO/Ies/20090630elpepuint_7.jpg&rurl=http://cfolch.blogspot.com/2009/06/why-even-anti-chavez-types-in-latin.html&size=59.7+KB&name=Defringing+Latin+America:+Why+even+anti-Chavez+types+in+Latin+America+...&p=latin+america+military&oid=6d8791b8222a28a30374e6f8ecbd46f3&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-892&tt=Defringing+Latin+America:+Why+even+anti-Chavez+types+in+Latin+America+...&b=1&ni=30&no=10&tab=organic&sigr=12bkn0q1q&sigb=13p5hap1u&sigi=12bv540cc&.crumb=e8ZmNp7tgxI
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS.GF2ZODhkAqeqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=latin+america+corruption&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-892&b=1&tab=organic&w=630&h=390&imgurl=filer.livinginperu.com/isabel/coimaa.jpg&rurl=http://livinginperu.com/news-10680-press-releases-peru-ranks-75th-in-transparency-international%E2%80%99s-2009-corruption-perceptions-index&size=25.7+KB&name=...+in+Transparency+International%E2%80%99s+2009+Corruption+Perception+Index&p=latin+america+corruption&oid=ee11e13b035bc11f7160d5bb8a91c064&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-892&tt=...+in+Transparency+International%E2%80%99s+2009+Corruption+Perception+Index&b=1&ni=30&no=20&tab=organic&sigr=145j0ch0l&sigb=13r6p7g69&sigi=118csu0ik&.crumb=e8ZmNp7tgxI
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ARSOUTH Campaign Support Plan

SOUTHCOM 
Theater 

Campaign Plan

Incorporates Guidance from Higher:
• USSOUTHCOM Theater Campaign Plan (TCP)

• U.S. Army (HQDA) Campaign Support Plan 
(ACSP)

Provides Commander’s Approved Events:
• U.S. Army South Campaign Support Plan

Counter Transnational Organized Crime

3 Lines of Effort:

Theater Security Cooperation

Contingency Response Preparedness

ARSOUTH Commander Priorities

Army South 
Campaign 

Support Plan

U.S. Army 
Campaign 

Support Plan

White House Strategy to 
Combat Transnational 

Organized Crime

Central American Regional 
Security Initiative 

and
Central American Citizen 
Security Partnership

Department of Defense 
Counternarcotics and 
Global Threats Strategy

Drug Enforcement 
Administration Five Year 

CENTAM Regional 
Counternarcotics 

Strategy

National Guidance

Focused on 
country plans 
for Key Partner 
Nations; 
Prevent, 
Shape, Win

1) Contingency JTF Preparedness

2) Counter‐Transnational Organized Crime

3) Support to Plan Colombia and the Way Ahead

4) Support to new initiatives with Peruvian Army

5) In‐depth analysis of funding streams and potential 
impacts to the SOUTHCOM and Army priorities

13 Intermediate 
Military 
Objectives that 
further GEF End 
States
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Brazil

Argentina

Chile Uruguay

Peru

Venezuela

Paraguay

Trinidad & Tobago
Panama

Colombia

Guatemala

El Salvador

Costa Rica

Belize
Honduras

Haiti
Dominican Republic

Antigua & Barbuda

Jamaica

Guyana
Suriname
French Guiana

St. Kitts & Nevis

Dominica
St. Lucia

BarbadosGrenada
St. Vincent & the Grenadines

Bolivia

Ecuador

Nicaragua 

Main Effort Supporting Effort

Guatemala
El Salvador

Chile
Brazil

Colombia
Dom Rep
Haiti
Belize

Honduras 

FAHUM (Foreign Military Interaction exercise focusing on 
Humanitarian Relief)

PANAMAX (JCS exercise focusing on defense of the Panama Canal) 
FEMA, State Partnership Program (SPP) and or USAID Office of 
Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) to provide training (GTM, SLV, 
DOM, HTI, HND)

CSA delegated Staff Talks (BRA, CHL, SLV )
Incorporate Conference of the American Armies (CAA) Activities
Support activities and actions from USG lead agency in creating JOTCs
Beyond The Horizons – Humanitarian Assistance exercise
Medical Readiness Training Exercises (MEDRETEs)
Assessment SME Surveys
Civil Military Office SMEE (GTM, HTI, HND)
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Brazil

Argentina

Chile Uruguay

Peru

Venezuela

Paraguay

Trinidad & Tobago
Panama

Colombia

Guatemala

El Salvador

Costa Rica

Belize
Honduras

Haiti
Dominican Republic

Antigua & Barbuda

Jamaica

Guyana
Suriname
French Guiana

St. Kitts & Nevis

Dominica
St. Lucia

BarbadosGrenada
St. Vincent & the Grenadines

Main Effort Supporting Effort

Belize 
Guatemala
El Salvador
Honduras 

Colombia
Peru

Panama

CSA delegated Staff Talks (COL, SLV)
Support to TSOC (OEF‐CCA)
JTF‐B

‐ Central Skies (Drug Interdiction Operations)
‐ Continued Presence 

Joint Planning Conferences, JTF Academics (PAN, COL)
Information Sharing / Operational Support at APIAY (COL)
Geospatial seminars, Intel Analyst seminars,  and professional 
Intelligence developing exchanges (COL)

Distinguished Visitors Program and Key Leader Engagements
Sponsor visit to FSH, USAIC, WHINSEC  for Intel PN SMEs (COL, PER, 

GTM)
SMEEs (Log & Medical)

Counter Transnational Organized Crime

Bolivia

Ecuador

Nicaragua 
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Brazil

Argentina

Chile Uruguay

Peru

Venezuela

Paraguay

Trinidad & Tobago
Panama

Colombia

Guatemala

El Salvador

Costa Rica

Belize
Honduras

Haiti
Dominican Republic

Antigua & Barbuda

Jamaica

Guyana
Suriname
French Guiana

St. Kitts & Nevis

Dominica
St. Lucia

BarbadosGrenada
St. Vincent & the Grenadines

Bolivia

Ecuador

Main Effort Supporting Effort

Colombia
Guatemala 

Chile
El Salvador

Brazil
Panama
Peru

CSA delegated Staff Talks (BRA, COL, CHL, SLV )
CG regional engagements and distinguished visitor program
Geospatial seminars, Intel Analyst seminars,  and professional Intelligence 
developing exchanges (COL, BRA)

Distinguished Visitors Program and Key Leader Engagements
PANAMAX
PKO‐A (Peace Keeping Operations – America  ‐ JCS sponsored CPX)
‐ Senior Leader Seminar 
‐ Junior Leader Training

Conference of the American Armies 
Key Leader Engagements (COL, GTM, CHL, SLV, URY,  BRA, PAN, PER )
Environmental, Energy.  Security, and Sustainability (E2S2) Symposium 

(BRA, COL, CHL, SLV ,PER)
FAHUM (Foreign Military Interaction exercise focusing on Humanitarian 
Relief)

Host Human Rights bilateral/ multilateral regional conference
Review CBRN Plans & CM Procedures
Med POI Evaluations

Nicaragua 
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ARSOUTH Exercise Program
BTH PANAMAX

INTEGRATED 
ADVANCE

FA-HUM

PKO-A
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Army South Strategy

– Prepare ARSOUTH for contingency JTF preparedness 

– Identify and engage focus countries
Security Exporters (BRA, COL, CHL)

C‐TOC Countries (HND, GTM, SLV, BLZ, PAN)

Limited funding for countries not on the priority list

– Build national defense/security institutions rather than sporadic 
engagements

Leverage US Army institutional expertise (eg. TRADOC, FORSCOM, CoEs) 

Quality vice Quantity 

– Promulgate C‐TOC as the unifying theme with our partner 
nations and the US interagency

DoD in support role to Lead Federal Agency (TBD)

Support development of SOUTHCOM campaign plan
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The overall classification of this briefing is 12

COL Brian McNaughton
United States Army South
Deputy Commander for Operations

Questions
United States Army South

US Army South
15th Annual Western 
Hemisphere Security 

Colloquium
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Trinidad & Tobago / Delaware

21 USSOUTHCOM 
State Partnerships

27 Countries
17 States

Guatemala / Arkansas

El Salvador / New Hampshire 

Belize / Louisiana

Venezuela / Florida

Ecuador / Kentucky

Chile / Texas

Uruguay / Connecticut

Paraguay / Massachusetts

Honduras / Puerto Rico

Panama / Missouri

Jamaica / DC

Peru / West Virginia

Nicaragua / Wisconsin 

Cost Rica / New Mexico

Dominican Republic / Puerto Rico

Regional Security System / Florida / USVI
• Antigua & Barbuda
• Barbados
• Dominica
• Grenada
• Saint Kitts & Nevis
• Saint Lucia
• Saint Vincent & the Grenadines

Suriname / South Dakota

Guyana  / Florida

Bolivia / Mississippi

Haiti / Louisiana

State Partnership Program
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