Academic Writing Tip #22

Variety of Sentence Structures

     Using a variety of sentence structures allows the writer to create coherent and fluent papers.

Students can improve their written work by modeling some basic varied sentences 

     The following examples are categorized into simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences. NOTE:  Pay close attention to the punctuation in each example.

Simple sentences are independent clauses.

         EX:

             The explanation was carefully done.

Compound sentences contain one or more independent clauses connected with one or more coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, so, yet), or a semi-colon with a transitional expression.

         EX:

             The analysis was carefully performed, but the committee still showed resistance. 

         EX:

             The explanation was carefully done; nevertheless, the committee still showed resistance.

Complex sentences contain one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses.

         EX:

             When the committee read the analysis, they voted to reject the information.

                                                    Or

             The committee voted to reject the analysis after they read it.

Compound-complex sentences contain at least two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause.

         EX:

             When the meeting started, the coordinator introduced the members of the committee, and
             the non-members presented their analysis of the documents, which they had carefully

             assessed. 

     This last example has two independent clauses and two dependent clauses.
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