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CENERAL McKINLEY: Iadies and Gentlemen, we are very fortunate this
morning to have with us Dre Rollin S. 4Atwood, who is Assistant Chief
in charge of Economic Research, Division of american Republics Research,
Office of Intelligence Research, Department of State.

During World War IT Dre Atwood served for two years as isssistant
Conmercial ittache in Ecuador, returning te “ashington in 1944 to
carry oub dutles in commection with economic policy debermination and -
intelligence research.

Dre Atwood has taught geography in several universities and has
written exteonsively on the subjects. FHo is a member of many learned
societies. This morning his subject is "Changing Pattern of Iecononmic
Potential for Var~-Geography.”

I take great pleasure in Introducing Dre Rollin S. Atwoode

DR. ATVIOOD: Yhen T was first asked bo give this lecture, I
accepted readily because I was anxious to make this attompt to discuss
geographical factors and to think with you along the lines suggested
in that topic. However, since thal time I have found it almost impog~
sible to think about anything else, and the job has becomeé harder and
hardsr,. - The events of +the last three 'days have made the type of
interpretation we are talking ahout. today increasingly slgnificant--so
much so that I renarked to General HceKinloy as we came in that T was
sort of trembling in ny boots. The significance of attemnting to
interpret geographic factors in berms of the present day sibuation is
something that we will have to snproach--at least T will have to approach
in a- very.meek manner, - '

I am assuming, however, that this lecture is bo help us to appre-
ciate the changing significance of geographical factors in an evalua-
tion or a reassessment of economic war potentlal.

TLocation, position, size, surface feabures, climaie, and
resources are somc of the condltlens exisbing on the globs which are
“ten thought of as geographic factorse Factors, however, to become
geographic must be viewsd and @nalyzed in terms of thelr gignificance
in the adjusitments that man has made or that he is meking in certain
specified regions of the worlda
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The geographer who is really studying the opresent day situation
or present day cilvilization regards its history as a succession of
geographic factors ewmbodied in events. You might say that what is-
today a2 "factor!" in geograyhy becomes bomorrow a "fact" in history, and
the two sciences cammot be held apart without materially decreasing
the value of both.

I want to try to biing oub a few of the things thabt will help us
understand what geogrephical factors are, and howr tre geogranher
attempts to analyze such factors in terms of peoples, or nations, or
regions,

The geographic approach has a definite and signiiicant COTbT10U~
tion to wake in the evaluabion of productive capacity, of economic
rescurces, or of sconomic war potential, if you will. It is not,
however, by making empirical descriptions of locaticn, surface features,
climate, soil, vegetation, and transportation. Thal is nobt geographye

Our President in his speecch on Wednesday--vhich is already
historic~~said, "It is necesszry only to glance at a map to realinze
that the urv1va1 and inbegrity of the Greek nation are of grave
importance in a muich wider situation. 1If Sreece should fall under the
control of an armed minority, the effect upon its neighbor, Turkey,
would be immediate and seriouse Confusion and disorder mlghﬁ well
spread throughout the Middle Baste"

T4 is necessary 017J bo glance at a mapd" VWhat did you see when
you looked at that map? What did the neople of the United States see?
What did the people of Fcuador see? Whet did the people of Indla see?
What did the pcople of Rus ? Recause they all glanced &t the

5 8
map, and they are all glarcing at it today.
What kind of a map was it to begin with? How many people had &

mental image of a globe when they looked at that map? Did that map
include the whole world? Or was it just the lediterranean Dasin? Or
was it just Greece? Was it a flabt map with no relief shown? Did the
map include mountaing? If it did, did it show the different types of
mountains? Because some mountaing are very different from others so
far as significance to man is concerned. Did that map show deserts,
lowlands, trade routes? Did it show economic resources? Did it show
population? Did it show skilled labor? Did it show technical know-~how?

id it show capital investments? Did it shov the preconceptlons of
the past which color the gsographlcal perspective of the nresent? Did
the map which you looked at sihiow those things?

The influence of geogrephical conditions on human actlivities heas
depended not merely on the realities as we know them to be, or have
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known them to have been, but in an even greater dowree on What man
imagined in regard to those geographical conditionse In other words,
each century, each week, each day right now has its only geograp hicaj
perspecbive.

To appreciate the changing significance of geographical factors,
it is necessary, first, that geographical conditions be interpreted in
terms of man and man's adjustmentse.

The chapging sienificance is what I want to stress, if I can, in
these few minutes we have avallable this mornimg. What are the condi~
tions that affect the changing significance of geographlcal factors?

irst, I would 1iist the type of econcmy that has hesn developed
by the people, or the type of adjustment that people have madee This
may be reflected in the stage of indusltrialization and the types of
regources requirede

If you are considering a small WLﬁWHP operation, the riclness of

the deposit is of tremendous importance, bubl, 1f you are *thinking of a
arge-scale wining operation, with large amounts of ‘capital involved,
the richness of the deposit may not te the significant factors The
significance of iron and copper as geographical facuoro will change in
terms of the way in which man uses them. His skill and his increasing
ability vo use lower-grade deposits have made tremendous shifts in the
wtilization of rescurces.

hen machings are used in agricultural developments, hopography
becomes irncreasingly siznificant. Cllm be becomes incre umngWy
significant when some new type of seed is inventec which nermits wheat
production in the colder and drisr areas. Thns the snrn*mjca ce of
climate, as a geographic factor, changes as man lesrns to grow cropd
in a different manner or %o grow different crops.

Anobher sitvation that affects the significance of geographical
factors--one that has been high lighted in the last few dgys~-the aims
of government, or, in other words, the forelgn policy of a nablione
The policy of the Bolivian Govermment at certain times made it
difficult, if not impossible, to develop Bolivian oll resourcess The
policy of certain governments in South fmerica at the presont time is
elther making 1t possible or making 1t impossil*lp to develop ceriain
types of resources. Therefore, the aim of gover 1t, or the foreign
policy, must be studied in order to intorpret uhC S¢gn1¢1c ance of whab
we usvally call geographical factors,

The education of the people; the outlook of the people; the means
of transportation and communication; the scope of the operations--—
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natlonal regional, or world--are all essential in determining the
significance of geographical factors as they affect the utilizabtlon of
materlal resources.

In other words, geographical factors are not mouwntain ranges
oceans, rivers, ccal fields, climatos, soils, forests, and sc one
Thqy are young, rugged mountainsi or they are old worn dovm mountains,

cting as barriers to travel and communication; or they are mounitains
provmdlng cssential minerals; or they are mountains cubiting off rain-
fall, or keeping out the freezing winds of winter. They are ocean
acting as barriers, develoning isolationism and nationalism; or bnoy
are oceans acting as connecting links, developing trade, bringing
~ about division of labor, interdependence, and world cmpires.

They are the coal fields which constitube the fundamental re-
gources base of a great industrial nation like England; or they are
coal fields that are cauvsing that industrial resource base of England
to become less significant. They are coal fislds that are located on
the banks of stresams, where coal can be exported Gaull" (the key to
Britain's power in the great period of industrial dcvclopment), or
they are coal fields in the thLer1anﬂo of China that are yet to have
“their significance in Far Bastern affairse. So much for the changing
51gn1f1can0u. ‘

Now, as to one or two specific cases. Location and position in

' rega“d to the world or in regard to a region. At a given period in
history positlon may be advanhbageous to trade and commerce, and you
interpret the gesographic factors in terms of that position with regard
to. its advanlbages to trade and commerces. Changes in produciion
brought about during the Industrial Revolubtion, such as improved means
of transportatlon. Will either strengthen or wealen that positione
With a change in economic development, trade, or regicnal interdepend=
ence, the poslition is eithsr weakensd or shrengthened.

Athens, for instance, midway between Ttaly, Asia Minor and Egypt,
was In a very strategic position, economically, socially, and commer-
01ally, when the FBastern Mediterranean constituted the knovmn worlde
When the "known world" included the entire Mediterransan and North-
Western_burope, Athens yilelded its strategic advantage to Rome., Rome
later yielded to London when the area included the North Atlantic
Basin, At the present time, when the entire world is considered,
perhaps the stwateglc focus Is located in the United otates.

» The age of dlscoveny in the fifteenth cerdury releg ted the
‘Mediterranean to a secondary position when sailing vessels were used
and ocean trade routes became significant factorse With the age of
steam navigation, there was a marked shift in world trade routes, and

s
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the llediterrancan came back into significance in a d“LfQTEHt waye It
came back with the use of the Suez Canal as the "life line of empire,"

Issues may change in detail, but the dominance of the Mediterra-
nean position, of course, contimess The lMiddle East is again the
center of interest and conjecturcs. Turkey, heving lost her alliance
with Yugoslavia and Rumania, is now linking up with Trens Jordan and i
looking toward the Areb League bto offset pressure from the North.

Next, let!s consider position in regerd to the 1naugtrﬂaljzau¢o
of the worlde At the present time industrialization possibilitics
outrank position on or nsar major trade routcse Aﬂclfu s must bLe made
in terms of industrialization, industrial possibilities, the dogree.of
accossibility to reserves, such as iron, conl, waterpowsr, and oil,

I should like to present to you for your considerabtion an addi-
tlonal and perhaps slightly unorthodox criterion for judging strategic
positione I refer to the analysis of noslition with regard to peoples
or nations who want choice one or two as described in President Truman's
specch. I consider it essential today to interpret pesition in torms

f those two choices, or preforably in terms of the people who have
made those choices, The first choice 1s "A wa v of life based on the
will of the mejority as distinguished by free institutions™; the
second is "A way of lifec bascd on the will of thu minority, POLPlbly
imposed on the majority." i

At the prescnt moment, if you were to analyzc the olgn¢¢1c ance of
this area that the whole world is thinking about, what is the signifi-
cance of its position with regard te peoplss of the world who have
‘made choice one or want to mske cholece one, and its position in rogard
to the peoples who have made cholee two or have bﬂcn forecad to make
choice two? I will leave the thought with you because I cen't go into
detail at this time. .

The assots of positlon: With modern transportation the assels of
position become more imporbant than national or reglonal resourcese A
policy of national self-sufficicncy, of course, mezns economic
strangulation because it falls to ubilize the assets of posibione
England was at the gatoway to Burope; Jzpan, ab the gatoway to Asia.
Those so~called "gateway" positdlons outrarked all other asscts. Do
they outrank at present? With free trade after 1850, the location or
position, both in the case of Ingland and in tho case of Japan, wore
extremely valuable assets. Transportotion and communication constitute
the means by which adjustments to disbance are meode, and therefore
each new means of transportation starts a new series of distance
relations and the significance of posibion must be Interpreted in terms
of such changes.
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Now, a word regerding size as a oogrwpb»c factors In lerge |
nations such as C11nw, India, and Russia, the extreme difficulties in
the attaimment of wnity are most signiificant., The many longuoges and
dialects that are developed, the separate regionol econom'eo, are to a
considerable degree based on poor mecns of bransporbtation and

communication.

Ls you look over the world, the United Stotes is the only large
area of the world that has attained unity, and the iron ralls, so to
speals, have literally bound this Nation together, Other means of
transportation and communication have, of course, helpsd Immenscly.

In any analysis of the Roman Empire, the develooment of the
system of Roman roads and its significance in holding the Roman Empire
together must be carefully studied. & similar study could be made of
the British Empire in terms of its transportation and communication
facilities to bring out the significance of size., In other words, the
importance or the significance of size nmust be analyzed in Lormu of

L

communication and transportation tﬂc1¢1u1ba.

T should like to mentiOn, very briefly, a few of the more
significant geographic fachtors with regerd to Spaine Spain, as you
know, 1s a more or less square, blocl rlateau, two to three thousand
feet high, and extremely inaccessible. Enltrance to the Interior must
be made through steep-walled canyons. The limited coastal plain
areas are isolated from each othere A map showing the distribution of
population shows this 31tumtlon as does a map showing the distribution
of lowlands areas. '

You recognize isolated developments aromnd the edges with very
1little in the central plateau sechion, This has resulted in a series
of isolated groups all through Spanish history, rather than the
development of a united Spain, Even the Moors couldn't unite Spain.
This resulited in a diversity of speech, a diversiby of political
thought, and diversities of a social character which played an im-
portant part in Spanish historye.

The bases of the rscent contest in Spain bebtween the Church a
the State reach back to the time of the Christianization of Spaine It
is vory difficult today to accomwlish democratic rule and to hold the
country together so that all narts of the country will benefit fron
the free exchange of products hetween the different regions of Spaine

T will concluds with just one or two remarks from Sir Halford
Mackinder, He wrote in 1919 oan the historical significance of the
position (location) of Greoece and Turkey. As a matter of fact, some
of jou may have heard Mr. Berle rofer to it last night in Y"Town
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Meeting of the Air,"
¥ackinder stated:

"Pogsession of Greece by a great hedrtland power
would probably carry with it control of the world
igland"~~and then he mentions, "Mocedonian history
would be reenactede"

"The Middle Eash, Arabla, must pe trsabed as of
world importance, for thelr possession may facilitate or
prevent world commmicatlone” And you might add, "All
that goes with that."

Another of Mackinder's quotations, "Islands"—-and he means by
"islands" the people of the United States and the psople of England--
"Islands of the world cannot be indiffercnt to the fate either of
Copenhagen or of Constantinople." Then he goes on "Palestine, Syrla,
lesopotamia, Bosporus, the Dabdanelles, outlets from the Baltic must
be internationalizede! Of course, that s interpreted in terms of the
world plcture,

I think T have taken the time allobteds If there are qusstions,
I shall do my best to answer them.

(2 October 1947-=450)5/h
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