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,, PUBLIC !NFOR2~TION i ~ !  A ",JAR ECONO?..'Ff_ 

COLONEL BABCOCK :.-.. :. Ge]nera l  Vanaman, .  d i s t i n ~ t u i s ~ e d  g u e s t s ,  ~nd 
gentlemen: The P u b l i c  Opinion course, to date,  has inc luded on ly  the 
peacetime .consideration. involved. T~e have fotmd that information ~s the 
key to most. of OUr problems. ~J[e might draw this same conclusion r...~.~....~7~-d- 
~n~" o" t~.e' v::~rtime, public .ooin~0n.....:. . problems; . that is, the ..~ea_~ "*~ of the system 
is the administration of ~tne " ~ *~ ~ ' t ~ ' lD.rorma~on f~nc ~On. 

Since ~, ou l~ave all had the biographical sketch of ~h~. ~ ,-'~ ! ~,,i ]~ 
only repeat that he was the Director of the Office of 7~ar Information from 
!942 through 1945, " ... - . .  

.Thus, •with the .words which you hear.every evening over Station 
VS'&\L, at 7:15, "I introduce America's foremost news commentator, !~o ELmer 
Davis." 

!~. DAVIS: General Van~man, Colonel Babcock, an.J. gen-o~_omen: I 
hope you ,:;ill bear with me if I r@ad, more or less, from a script because 
! want to be particular in what ! say since you gentlemen probably Imow 
a grea t deal more about the subject o.< ifidustrial mobilization than I 
do. 

During the ].ate war the Arm V mad Na~j nevrs releases on industrial 
mobilization were ind~ed normally checked with and approved by my office, 
but other men !~ad the handling of them and they came to me only when 
there v:as a major argument. ! attended seme of the mec~tin~4s of tke ]~ar 
Production Board--but as a rule, only v:hen there ~ras an argmnent~ a 
violent difference of opinion (whi~h~ as many of you probably kn.ov.~ 
hal>~',ened fairly often) about some policy vfilich my office ~:as fleeing %o 
have the job of exp!alnLng, as satisfactorily as ~ossib!e, to -the public. 
Details of these problems 'v~ore usually beyond m~ .~ competence; but on the 
question of he'd-: to p~rsuade the ~,~l" ~_ ......... ~,c to take what the ex!Se-,,%s had con- 
eluded had %o be done '.[ have indeed had a good deal of ex~:~'e'.-ience. So 
! can.craTer you Some views on the broad general nolicies of public 
relations in a war econon~{; and. I hope i can do so virithout intrudin~ 

-on what General Collins till tell you later. 

The first thing to remember about public relations ".s that it 
can't make a silk purse out of a sov:'s ear. It might make a purse, and 
try to persuade the customers that it was a .~ good. s~u~thetic substitute 
maybe, in such a well-indoctrinated eount~# as Russia or Germany, it 
might ev~n"pcrsaude some of tNem that it was silk, "but it coul~'t, here. 
T.~.ich is toso$: that the popular accbptance of any ~.~0vcrnmental program 
depends primarily on its merits..And, tmforttmate!y, it is much easier, 
by inept p~fo!ie relations, to make a good program look bad than to make 
a bad program look good by the ~ost ingenious public rel<itions in the 
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and completeness of our industrial mobilization. And, remember, the 
decision will not be entirely ours; the enemy, too, ~ill have his own 
ideas about what kind of war it is going to bee 

It is worth remembering that no nation except England reall~r fought 
a total ~L:ar the last time, in the sense of reducing civilian cons~amption 
to the absolute necessary minimum. Possibly the Russians did, but 
Eussian civilian cons~nption was so low before the ~,~,ar that it is pretty 
hard to Zigure out ho~,¢ much worse off they were, if at all, in ::artime. 
But certa~n!y we did not fight a total war, and the Germans did not, sot 
least up till the last few months ~?f:~en they had increasingly less left 
~:ith ¥~hich to fight it. Thevf even restored some factories from ~:ar 
production to civilian prod%~etion in the fall of 1941; Hitler said he 
had hit the Russians so Pmrd that they would never get up again, and 
he believed his o.;~ story to the point of actually reducing :~ar pro- 
duction. The Germans felt the effect of that afteE~fard. That very 
intelligent though amazingly misinformed man, Dr. Goebbels, ~as con- 
stantly complaining in his diaries about the inadequacy of German 
industrial an4 civilian mobilization. In this co-Gut~, v~r~ certain_q.y 
mobilized more extensively than ~,'e ever had before in -~.~artime, except, 
perhaps, the Southern S~ates during the Civil !far. But they had little 
except an agricultural economy to mobilize, an4 in the last year of the 
:~ar they fell very short of completely mobilizing that° 

But whatever :;re did in the late :~ar, it ~.ras less then ~~e might 
have to do next time. Again, you gentlemen kno~ far more about that 
th~n ! do. It seems to me it all depends on h~'; long the ~ar might 
last and v~hat kind of ~var ~-.re decide to fight. ! ass~ne it ";,'ou!d not 
be, at least in intention~ at least at the outset, an absolute war, 
fought out to ~:hat used to be called integral victory, i don't know 
h~~ many of you are old enough to recall that phrase from the Second 
i'~orld T{ar, but it means the kind of victory'~e won the Iast time-- 
complete defeat of the enemy's a~ned .forces, the overrunning and occu- 
pation of his country, and the assumption of responsibility for ~:~hat 
he@pens to the conquered people afte~,rard. 

A look at the map is enough to sh~ vchy you can't fight that kind 
of ~,rar against Russia. Aside from any other question, ~;hat ~:rould ~e 
do if ~'~e "~ron? After the difficulties ~re have encountered in such 
relatively small areas as Japan and Southern Germany, I do not suppose 
that sm.ybody ¥~ou!d seriously suggest that we occupy eight million 
square mil<~s an~ try to reeducate t~o hundred million loeople. Nor 
are ~re likely to try the somevrhat more modest objective of land'ng an 
army and marching across country to ~'~osc~'~ ~. The three best armies 
of three successive ~centuries tried that--the Swedes in 1708, the 
French in 1812, and the Germans in 1941-Land they all came to g.~ief. 
Besides, as Napoleon discovered, ~:~hen you've got ~:[osco:~ ~,rhere -~re you? 
From published statements of our military commanders--;<s ~e!! as from 
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be willing to accept something close to total economic mobilization. But 
if such mobilization occurred an@ ",mre follo:;ed by little military action 
for months to come--as is quite possib!o, since it might ts.ke us quite a 
r;hile to reach the enemy in any force--we might have a dangerous reaction. 
There ~-fas such a feeling in the fall of 1942; reo had been a t  rrar almost a 

year, but the only way most people were yet conscious of it was in dislo- 
cations and inconveniences at home. IYe started off with early and h~mili- 
atin5 defeats, which, fortunately, the public did not recognize as humi]_i- 
ating as they really were. Then there was the great victory at ]Tidray, and 
after that not muhh for months but the fighting in the So!omens. The sense 
that we were undergoing great discomfort and not seeing any results ~.Js.s in 
my opinion chiefly responsible for the outcome of the Congressional 
election of 1942, in which a great many negative characters were elected 
in both parties, a result which would have been very different if it had 
been held t~o weeks later, after the naval victories off Guadelcanal and 
the landings in Africa, which shorted everybody that at last r~e had got 
going. 

So, unless ,>.e-e were a possibility of promot and !ar~.~e scale 
action early in the war--which in the present condition of our A~med Forces 
seems highly unlikely--an a~linistration mivht he ~Jse #:rhic]~ let the 
country !n gradu~l%y ~or more and more intenslve/moD:!_~!zaL!on. It ~voule. 
deDene on circumstances, o~ course. If the next ~:.~ar r~eze started, as the 
last one ~[as, by a sneak attack, neo.Dle ~7ou!d be much more ready to make 
drastic sacrifices at the outset, especially if that sneak a t t a c k  took 
the form of s~ air raid of an American city. It is worth remembering 
that ¥:e are the only one of the major nations that has never experienced 
attack on our cities from the air. I -am not ~'orried about ho~ ~re would 
take it because every nation that has been so attacked has taken it, and 
far better than all the prev:ar forecasts had led us to expect. Ass'~ming 
that such raids would not be, as in present circumstances they could not 
be, atomic attacks or even fire raids on anythin 5 like the scale of those 
~-.~e inflicted on Germany and Japan, the:~ net effect ~,~ould be to ~reatl 7 
intensify our ~Tar effort. It is al~~ays possible that the opposition 
appreciates the fact that the sneak attack at Pearl H<~oor 4id more to 
unify American sentiment and make Americans mad than a~:ything else they 
could have possibly done. They may be sensible enough not to attack the 
continental United States at all. But assuming they did~ ~:~hatever 
p~Dlsical damage they did would be far more offset by the stiffening of 
oub!ic resolution and readiness to do whatever may have to be done. 

Tell, one way or another~ ! assume that however ~.~re start {.~e shall 
have to increasingly cut dovm civilian consumption, increasingly boost 
vrar production, and steadily move toward something approaching a total 
war economy. The task of public relations in explaining these successive 
steps rmuld largely depend on ~;rhere the principal opposition, or perhaps 
I should say the principal reluctance, might be expected~ :'~hether from 
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The best kind of world-wide public relations for the United States 
at war would be the maintenance at home of justice, liberty, and the 
utmost possible equality ofsacrifice. If the next a~inistration, 
whether conservative or not, consists of men of intelligence and judg~ 
ment--and we have a right to hope that it will, considering the character 
of most of the leading cmndidates--it will see that living conditions in 
wartime are as satisfactory as possible for the labor, both industrial 
and agricultural, on ~hose output victory will deoend. If we get that, 
it is possible that the principal public relations problem, so far as 
labor is concerned, might be that of direction and distribution of manpolver, 
seeing that ti~re were enough workmen where they were needed, with no 
labor pools standing idle in other cities, waiting until employers got the 
orders they hope they will get. 

I understand you gentlemen have just finished a close study of this 
problem. You probably know more about it than i do. But ! can only 
say this was a constant problem in the late war, as many of you knovr. 
Its handling was far from satisfactory, which was more the fault of poor 
organization in the war administration in general than of the :Tar l.[anpower 
Commission, which really had very little authority. It could tz~y to 
persaude, but it had very little coercive p~,~ver. As you may remember 
from some celebrated instances, it vrou!dn't ai~rays kno".~-~rhat ~..~as going 
on. ~hen the Director of the ilanpower Commission olc_<s up ~7o morning 
paper and discovers the Administrat.ion has proposed a national con- 
scription law, which, up to this time, he has not heard about, he is in 
a pretty embarrassing position. ! devoutly hope we can handle it better 
next time than last time~-but it is not primarily a problem of public 
relations but of organization, though public relations can help a good 
deal in its solution. 

I am speaking of volunta~j distribution, not of such distribution 
as might be necessitated by military misadventure. As i s~r, i am 
assuming that the United States ~ili not be subject to atomic attack-- 
assuming that because I do not think it is probable in the next few 
years~ and also because if such an attack were successfz@~!y pulled off, 
the first target would be ~Tashington, and most of us who happened to be 
still in t~m would no longer have occasion to wor~ ~ about war policies 
or anything else. Also, in the present concentration of the Govermnont, 
one well placed bomb could wipe most of it out; and with it all the 
files and paper work on vrhich our war plans were based. It might be 
easier to fight arrar without the fi!es--I don't know~ but that situa- 
tion would certainly require the quick recasting of most of our war 
program. 

1:~at is far more within the field of possibilit~r, within the next 
few years, is a biological or bacteriological attack. That could have 
a very serious effect, of course, on the war economy, especially if it 
were directed, as it probably would be, at the chicf industrial centers. 
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it next time if",~e ".,~ant to ~:in an all-out ~'ar. (And ho-,-cvcr that next 
"~-mr .T~ight start, by :';hatever strategy it might be fought, it ~-;ou].d prob- 
ably be an all-out r;ar before it r.ms over if ~m moan to ".,'in it. ) Onec 
again, I knov~ of no fomuula except to keep tellin~ them v.rhy, as c!car!y 
and as specifically as you can, and count yourself ~ ..uc~y if you arc so 
much as fifty-one percent successful in %hat field. ~,,[c, st people scem 
more vril!ing to accept the necessity of positive effort, even of painful 
effort, than deprivation of something they have been used to. i hoioe ! 
don't seem to bc adopting any he!let-than-thou attitude. ! s~ffored no 
hardships in the late "~ar, bat once or %'{ice ! 7.~as badly scared -~rhen it 

• ~' -~.~ro .... e priva- looked as if there tomcat be no coffee for breakfast. And ~ ~- 
tions mizh% have their compensations; ~~ith a scarcity of textiles, short 
skirts r{ou!d come back. 

It may seem to you that I have said little about industrial ~,~obi!m- 
zation and indeed not too much about the war economy in general° But 
everyone of these things I hove talked about touches on economic efficiency; 
in a total war or an}%i~in.g near a total war all problems become moreand 
more intert~;ined, a fact which those of you-~ho were engazed in production 
in the late ~:~ar kn~;,~ better than: I. Do ~ro concentrate this month on rubber 
.or on landing craft? You all remember that argument. Each side. had its 
hot promoters at a time ~:ri%en ~re needed them both, And it ~:Tas only one of a 
thoasanc~ such problems that c~r~e up in a ~~ar in ~hich the co~%t~.~ ~o:udenTent 
a very extensive but by no moans total mobilization, 

,T~en ~.:rho kno~,r more about the . . . .  na~mona± economy than ± do think that ",re 
shall have to mobilize more completely next time; even if we star% slov~ly, 
~.ve v~il! b~ ~v ~'~ "" ~ . . . . .  ~,o~ng everythin:~ in reynard the finish, it might be a long ~var; 
it would probably be a war of varying fortunes; and the i~nense size of our 
enemy, if nothing else, vrould make it all but impossible to deal him such 
d . -U " ~. e~as oatmn<=• b!~:s as the air force dealt to Germany ,:~nu" ~ Jape~. In a long 
}'{ar, r~ith great privations, ~ith final victory still a long, ~av• ~ ahead, there 
r,-ould c~ro~.v up that physical and mental fatigue ~vhich at a certain scant comes 
to almost any belligerent nation; war ~veariness might spm:m ]~eace movements, 
in almost any section of th~ . . . .  population. T have remarked that it ~o_s~ ~ not 
Seem to me possible that such a ~'~ar co~O_d be fought out to the kind of 
victo~D,- we rron over Germanx and Japan, or that we should kno~" just v:hat 
to do ~vith that kind of victoz~ if we got it. .. 

There has been a great deal of talk about the disadvantages of the 
unconditional surrender formula, iTell, it happened to be more disadvan- 
tageous to my office than to •anybody else. It made it ver~j difficult to 
conduct effective propaganda against Germany and Japan. But I think from 
the political point of viev~ tmconditional surrender in that ~,rar ~;as thor- 
ough!y sound. In the first place, the principal reason the policy ~Tas 
adopted ~-:as that we ~'~anted to give the ue~ans no posozo_e excuse for say- 
ing again, as they did after the war of 1918, that they had surrendered on 
terms ~ .... those terms had not been ke~t. also, ur~conditional surrender 
made it very simple to deal v;ith ar4/ possible negotiated-peace movements, 
Any movement for a negotiated ~oeace accordingly %vas o~,'.~n as a sign of 
v~'eakness. The rssu!t v.~as, there ~;~ere no serious moT~'ements of that sort in 
the course of the "~:ar..in this c otmtry. 
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nominations are made, the tv~o candidates should get together and issue 
a joi~t declaration on foreign policy~ v~hich v~ould take ~t least the 
prima~ issu~ of foreign policy--on relations with Russia~entirely 
out of the campaign. 

I think that is perfectly feasible for the reason that all the 
leading csa%didates have expressed substantiallythe same position on the 
chief elements of foreign policy. Of course, there are differences in 
emphasis here end there. But I do think it probably~ould be possible 
for both of them to get together and say, "All right; this is ~vhat ~e 
think. YM do not ~ant to argue about this this year. This is ~hat 
either of us ~ould do if elected. This is out Of the campaign. "That 
would help a great deal. 

Nevertheless, there is going to be a lot of "~ild talk bossed 
around, during the next six months. A great many people are going to say 
thints that th~cy will perhaps wish afte~'zards they hadn't s-~id--at least, 
the rest of us v~il! ~ish they hadn't said. ~fe cannot co~mt on things 
settling down, really, until next January. 

QUESTION'. ~'b. Ds.vis, as regards industrial mobilization, ~m,.t'~ is 
your opinion of the present policy ornractice of the a~me~ Forces and 
the State Department in dissem~%ating information? 

}~. DAVIS: \Te!l~ ! do not kn@v a great deal about that. i 
dmstrmoutmon of--you mean understand they are starting on a vigorous .... " 

technical information, such as getting the plants together and telling 
each plant ~:rhat to do? 

QUESTIONER: Right, 

]:.~. DAVIS: You all kn~:~ more about ~'~hat is being done in that 
than I do. 

In Nmv York, I v~ork in the RCA building, vrhere a vigorous school 
has been going on for a number of months in that field. 

I think that~ in genera!~ in a sense, not enough i~ormation is 
being disseminated~ in another sense, far too much, The fault right 
n~v seems to be one of excess rather than of shortage especially, as ! 
s~) ~, v~hen the three services go up to Congress c~petinz for appropri- 
ations. Each one of them knowers its ovaq problems, kno~:rs ~hat it needs 
for ideal solutions of those problems. Each one of them is naturally 
~nder the temptation of emphasizing its o~aqsituation and the things it 
might have to do. 

So you get all kinds of stories coming out of tneo~ ~', h "~r~n~,~, ~ ~° ~~hich 
have to impress the general publiC. In some cases, they probably have a 
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~<isted be$:reen ]~lilson ~,nd Croci or bo%}vecn Churchill and Br~ndan 
Bracken. 

It ~Tould bc fine if you ....... ,-,,,~ ~.. ab!c to have a ~ roomc-~L~n~- ~" ~ - ~ ~.~ho had such 
close \cersonal relationship ~<~itl~ a technical export in the ncv~s business. 
it happened that of the men closest to President Rooscvc!t none- of them 
~<~as <.~, technical ne~,~s expert. %~fe got the cooperation from him that o~r 
duties required, but " "~  ' . _  m . : . ~ , , ~ ' n ~  . . . .  _ ~. ~, ~ould have been ~ucn better ~-r there had ~ ~-p .... ~ 
to be someone ",::he hat! the relation to hLm th,~.t Creel had to T.~ilson. TTe 

• - ~ "  -~ . got alon~ very T,~e!! ~'/ith ~4r Earl~. Hookins -~':as not in th,~ r,,e~..rs .,.~e~d. 

But thQ Government !~ormation Sez~ice~ i]q its re!s.tions < ~ _ i t h  the 
Lq~.itc House, ~;~hich has the most important government mo~::s, should not 
have to be dependent on the accident of good personal re!~,tionships. ! 
am convinced that if ~'~e nc[~d one a~ain, as-~Te shall i..7 ~.-m get into a 
major ~~ar: that it should be directed by the V~]~itc House Press Secreta~ 
and definitely -~s an extension of the President's o~/n office. 

COLONELI~cCULLOCH: I ~onder £f there is very much the }/iiitar~r c~n 
do] actuallv~ ml-out p~do!ic relations. I am thinkins of Univers~.l ~;ilitary 
Trainin~ v;here some effort was made~ in the interest of n~Ltional defense, 
through the selection of speakers to go out to the Rotary Clubs and so 
forth, just to explain this thing. But the reaction, instco, d of being 
favorable, - : : a s  t h e . t  +~ . . . . . .  ~ -~ , , ~  ~s~p,~D/er¢,' money Should nob be scent for th~.t 
purpose ° 

~R. DAVIS: ]Tel!~ i think that depends on ~,r;o thin<~s: 7/hat kind 
of emergency you have and on ~~hethcr Congress and the. l.;hito House c~rc 
in the, hands of the some party° !i~o~.~, there is zoin[7 to b<~ some friction 
beg,::een Congress ~,no. the Executive Branch on that issue cw:,n if they 
are of the same pc.try. 

You are familiar, of cours.:;, T~.ith t}~s ancient ~÷ .... }m.vo 
been rosurrectini~ forbiding the use of any governmental funds for 
propaganda for the agency v~-hich has the funds~ or ~Thatever that is. 
TIelI, strictly speaking~ trader it they would refuse permission to o,ny 
agency of the E}:ccutivc Brs~nch to sire out any information o.t all. 
if the State Department announces one of its policies, that policy 
might affect public opinion so that they think the State Department 
should ]:m~e more money in order ~o carry it out. You cannot reduce 
it to theft ridiculous Icve!~ though there arc a fe~:~ men in Congress 
~rho are t<rin[~ to make a cs~paign issue just on th,0,t. 

I do not kno~:r he':{ you ~'rould interpret tha9 la~:~. Obviously~ such 
an interpretation ~.<:ould have to bc made by the courts in ~-<rticul2,r 
C~~SC S, 
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As you all ]CHOW, the matter of the Japanese fire balloons was 
hushed up for months. Hundreds of them had fallen in the United States. 
They had done practica!!yno damage. There was an admirable job done 
of getting the story around byword of mouth over the Tfestern States-- 
it was done largely by military intelligence and public relations 
officers working not only with the newspapers and radio stations but 
also with the civic groups and similar organizations--explaining to 
everybodywhy it would not be a goodthing tolet the Japanese kn~ 
where these balloons were dropping~ or, indeed, to let them kno~'~ they 
were dropping at all. 

That policy had to be abandoned because an enthusiatic public 
relations officer in the Soutlr~est attending a meeting of the Rotary 
Club said~ "!'m going to tell you gentlemen something you're not allowed 
to print in the newspapers." Every newspaper in the area got up and 
squawked about it. it was finally decided to bring the ne~s out. That 
job, I think~ was verywell handled. 

I think there is a case where it vras quite legitimate to keep the 
ne~s from the public. Nobody tried to keep the ne~rs from the people in 
those States. It was passed around through this ~vord-of-mo~bh campagin~ 
through the local sherif£s~ the mayors, and people like .... ~na~. So far as 
possible, everybody in the ~st was told these things ~rere dropping, told 
why we did not want to mentioh them, told what to do if one landed in 
the vicinity. 

Of course, in case of a major air-raid, it ~~ou].d be a different 
story. It ~ould depend largely on what one thought the enemy had been 
able to find out about ~rhat he had accomplished. I do not think nev;s 
of disasters in general should be minimized in any sense. On the 
other hand, you would have to be very careful not to bring it out in 
an inflamato~g style, It would certainlybe legit~ate to minimize 
information about particular disasters. 

In-case of an attack on one of the large cities, which perhaps 
would cause serious loss of life, I certainly think you ought to 
reveal ~6hat fact. I thin/~ the damag e of a serious r~id on New York, 
the fact that a serious raid had occurred, •could not be concealed 
from world publicity. There would be very sound ~'eas~,n for refusing 
to admit they had hit any specific target. 

QUESTION: Vfoul8 you discuss the relationship of censorshio to 
information? 

~,~R. DAVIS: There was very little to discuss in the late war 
because we got along fine. I think it was a sound idea to se1.,,~,~o~e 
the bye. I do not think the same people should be in charge of 
telling -~rhat is to be told and of deciding what is not to be told. 
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to run t~.e risk of having some adverse propaganda made against us abroad. 
_ . V,~ :,ose But, naturally, the .~eonle ~" job was foreign propaganda didn't ~ike 

that. 

That same oroblem wi~ :come up over and over again in every war. 
I favor putting the ~.vo kinds of information together for the simple 
reason that it is more easily done when one man makes the decision than 
when two agencies have to fight, it out and then car~v- it up to the T, rhite 
House to bring more grief for the President, who has grief enough a!- 
re ady. 

Foreign infoz~ation, at present, is under ,the control of the 
State Department. ! had supposed when the State Department once ~ot it 
they would never let it go,. even in wartime, to any other agency, l 
understand that there are some studies being made, rand it i~s being re- 
garded as at least conceivable that the State Department might bs ~ril!ing 
to turn it over to another agency in time of war. But no decisions haw 
been made as yet. Unquestionably, the State Department is the place for 
it in time of peace, in ~var,. you can save a lot of trouble if you have 
that decision made in ~ f~" on~ O.~,~lOe, 

QUESTION: Yy question is directed at the organization of the 
Office of T.rar Infonuation. Assu~ing ~:~e-~.~ould have Somc type of inte- 
grated organization for the control of mobilization, such a,s t~e Office 
of 1Tar ibbilization, would you divorce public info~nation from that 
organization since yo'u~,~ould have to report directly to the President? 

L~I. DAVIS: There v'cre a great many things v.,e had to do that did 
not fall within the field of the Office of D"ar !~ebilization. In that 
field we v~orked for i~r. Byrnes. I mean v:e put out all of the nevrs 
direct, but we ~orked very closely with him and we pretty :tell took 
his directions as to where vve might go to get certain kinds of informa- 
tion in the field which he covered. But 7.~e also did a g_,e.~ deal more, 
outside of that, which would not be the f~mction of the Director of 
War Hobilization. 

You would have to have someone ~~ho ~Tould. get along t,~ith him~ 
obviously. ~i:le assigned one of our ablest men on his staff s~d worked 
in ve~ close relationship v:ith him at all t~ncs. But ! think you 
couldn't give him all of it. He is a piece of the President in ~rartJ~c. 
The Director of info~ation should be another piece of the President. 

Qb]ZSTZON: I~'ir. Davis~ ho',r ~ronld you evaluate the press release of 
the tests held at Eniwretok? I ~nderstand it took aooa,, tv~elve hours to 
!~,repare that, although it says nothing. ~fas it designed to scare some- 
one else or to bolster our ovnq hopes? 
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outstanding voice from either party telling the people they have got to 
tightentheir belts and do without~ until after the first day in November. 

Or~ it may be someone who is not a candidate for an elective 
office and has reasonto suppose he may not hold an appointive office 
very long, he might say it, But nobodywho is rur~_iflg for a~ything is 
going to say it ~mless things grow a lot worse than they are now. 

QI~STION: ~. Davis, what do you think about the kmpact on 
public opinion in banning the Communist Party? 

~'..~. DAVIS : ~Tei!, i think %f you probably took a vcte of the American 
people on the question, '~Bhall. the Communist Party be out!awed?"~ there 
would be a ve~/ large majority in favor of. it. But it detends onwhat 
you nean. Perhaps you heard I,/r. Stassen and i,.ir. Dewey last night~ both 
of them giving all-out support to the }~lundt Bill. Stassen is for it 
because it outlaws communism. De.wey is for it because J.-t, doesn't outla-~-{ 
com~unJ.sm. They are both right~ of course. ! mean ib definitely refuses 
to attempt to outlaw the doctrine of communism or the Com_<:~J.st Party, 
as such, but it provides very severe panalties for certain things that 
all Communists have to do if they are good Co~m~mnists. So you can tal[e 
either side of that argument and still be for the i~[undt Bill. 

I have a~vays, along that line,paid most attention to the opinions 
of J. Edgar Hoover. He is the one who is going to have the job of hand- 
ling them if they have to be handled. He thinks you had better leave them 
out in the o~en because they would be hard to get out from under, round. 
17ithout m~yvery comprehensive~ special knowledge of my or;n, I would be 
~iliing to rest on his judgment on that because he is the fe!l~v who~-is 
going to be blamed if they don't succeed in doing it }~eli. 

QD~STiON: In vie~: of the apparent political reluctance to inform 
the p~!ic on plans of mobilization, T~at do you suggest as a means of 
getting over to the American people what they may expect as a result 
of certain strategic concepts? 

I ' .~.  DAVIS: ~fell~ I should say that private sources of information 
who have nothin~ to gain or lose ought to be informin~ the public as 
well as they can of what sacrifices may be required. But, you see, ~~e 
don't know until someone in an official position decides ~':hat he wants 
to do. ~Te do not know~ for instance, what they are going to do up on 
the Hill about military manpower, whether there will be a drai't or not. 
l~fe assm1~e there ~Till be. The Rules Committee was meeting this morning 
to decide what to do about the Andrews bill~ and there was strong reason 
to believe Joe i~.~artin told them they had to let it go ahead--for them 
to stop fooling around with the provision offering bonuses on enlist- 
ments. I think ~'.~e will probably get that. 
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