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COL0~[EL KING: .The very V:ord "Africa" calls up images of big game, 
dense jungle, and ~vhite-robed'men vrith their camels," or.:it •recalls " 
exotic experiences in Algiers , in Cairo, in Capetovm,, in Casablanca, 
or in 0ran - but today, I h.~'aht you to forget the romantic asnests of 
the so-called "Dark Continent" and concentrate on the economic features 
of •this great land mass. 

i 

Geographically, Africals position is central in relation to vmrld 
political and economic forces. It is the least developed" of the con- 
tinent.s and-yet ~.othing, in the present disturbed international situ- 
ati0n s offersa more fertile field for prestress than the development 
of her.~politioal organization and naturil r~sources.. In fact, there 
is more to do in Africa and .~.oro room in ;'..n~_cn . . . .  to do it than . . . . .  

else in the r.~orld. 

Economic development on this continent .has been relatively slov:, 
because it. is oon'tingent to a largo degree upon the creation of govern- " 
mcntal'enterorises and large scale - " ~ ..... " ..~o,~_~ or~anlz~:.ion. ?he ~ - ~ " ~ ' " ~  European 
Povmrs having colonial territories in Africa . have bcqn largely ~bsorbod 
in modern times with a series of ruinous v:ars intc.rsporsod v.~iih, poriods 
of reconstruction.- • .. 

These European Po~<ors ,aS %'~oll as the United States of-:~.orica arc 
looking to Africa to provide certain stratogi"c materials as ~:.~ll"~s 
some of the vital necessitieS of lifo. - : . . . .  

• ~This morning *o will consider hovcAfrica's size and shape, climate, 
natural resources, the kinds of peopl e that. live there, and the political 
an.d. social systems they" have do~olop..td affect other parts of the wo_~Id. 
V~o will al~o see v~hy certain nations, including the United States, are 
interested in all phases of the recent dovcloomont progr~-..~.s. 

VIith a continent, as v~ith a nation, certain elements of stron~zth 
should be 9onsid0red in an economic survey. Accordingly in this economic 
survey of Afbica, -~hese olements'v;ill be grouped u.ndor throe general 
headings: geography, population, and production resourc.cs. " • 

Th6 location of Africa with respect t0. othcr nations, sourc.~s.0f 
supply, markets, and trade routes r~ill bc considered first. 

Africa is attached to the enormous Eu.rasian land imass by ,th~ Isthmus 
of Sue.z and is separated from it by the strait o:f &ibrnltar ~~d the • 
}~editerranoan and Red ~e~s. Geographically, the tip of the --cst Africa 
bulge is the point at v~hich the main land mass of the Eastern Hemisphere 
is ncarest to that of the !Vestcrn Hcmisphcrc. 
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The ~[editerraneah Sea ",~"as the great highway of antiquity :and its 
very name betrays i~s unifying role - the sea in the '!middle .of the 
land." Three of the ~orldls great trade routes pass ~lono the African 
coast; (1) the main artery of traffic from Eurooo to Asia vi~ the Suez 
Canal; (2) the longer one b~- the Cape of Good Hope; and (3) the much used 
sea lane from Europe to the east coast of South ~'%meriqa. 

T~o total area of the continent is approximately 12,500,000 square 
miles, tvr$ce the size of all Europe and nearly four times the'size of 
the United States. It extends 5000 miles from north to south, 4S00 miles 
from east to v,-est. The second largest of the -~=~ - = co,.~n:..nos, its northern 
extremity is on the latitude of ?rashington, D. C., and its southern ex- 
tremity on that of Buenos Aires. 

Its unusually straight coast line affords few good • harbors. Almost 
all of its modern harbors have boon cre~tod by extensive dredging and 
other costly v~orks. This • fact has nabur~ll~r influcnoodo the co~rc~al" 
dovolopmTnt "of Africao 

: 

The proportion of land belo~:~ ~ 600 foot elcvation is smaller in Africa 
than in any ether'continent and the lqrgor part of the lc~,.,lands arc 
desert an~ steppe, rather than the marsh}." lands so t[~pical of the tropi- 
cal lo-,<~lan~ds in South A~erioa and Southeastern Asia. 

The.most notable feature of the African plateau is the uniformity of 
le*el land, bot~veen I000 and 4o00 feet elovationj over vast areas. '~ 

.: . . .  

The mountain ranges running north mnd south, form the spin~fof the 
contine~.t east of its center, cxt0ndlng from Ethiopia into the Union of 
South Africa. Hero the high mountains and groat ...ountamn-loc_.~.~ lakes 
alter .the climate and vegetation pattern that prevails olsc',~"hore:, Africa 
is divided into t~.vo unequal parts by the Sahara Doscrt ~fld its o&stcrn 
extensions into Egypt and Sudan. This v.ddo bolt of sand,, stsppo, and 
rock has boon one of the vrorldts .most effective barriers to !u~man inter- 
course. This d'esert zone is I000 miles or more in width and extends 
over 3000 miles f'rom the Atl-&ntic Cccan to the Red Sea, the only break 
being the Valley of the L"il¢, non'hero more than m few milqs, across,, 

Africa. has many grc~t rivers, the Nile, the Congo, the Niger, and 
the Z',~wbcsi bci.rg the l'~rg.est; hor.~cvor, none of these are n_~.vigablc for 
any grcat'dis.tanco by !~rge ships. ~hcy arc important for inland trans- 
po~tatiofl, particularly in vio~,; of thc limited dcvclcp#.~cnt of reads and 
raiir~ays, but the F do not serve as arteries to the sca~ as do such .strew.uS 
as the St. La~.~rzence and the ~[is~issippi. 

To most po6ple the, :vord "Africa '~ is sy;!ony~ous u~ith heat, As a 
matter of fact, the climate of Afric% runs the whole ganu~¢ from hot to 
cold, from dry to u, ot. it is interesting to note that 7~. ";'i~zll'~,~..~ o 
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(19,317 feet elevation), only three degrees south of the Equator, hms an 
ice and shove cap the year around. Africa is the most tropical of the 
continents since its latitudinal extent is traversed approximatcl~ mid- 
way by the Equator, so that the northern and southern extremities, in 
Tunisia and the Cape Province respectively, arm bc~,zoon 2600 and 2AGO 
miles from the equatorial line. Only a small proportion of ti~e area of 
this continent experiences a cool, temperate clim&te. 

With the exception of the middle or equatorial zone, the .~limates 
arc duplicated so that going polowards as imilar distribution ~s found 
in North and South Africa. V~ile the Sahara is prolonged right up to 
the eastern shores of North Africa, its countorpmrt in the southern 
ho~&spherc is limited to the ~sestern half of South Africa. 

The three characteristic vegetation zones--tropical rain forest, 
tropical grass land, and hot desert--are determined by the precipitation, 
which varies from a maximum of som~'~at over leO inches annually to a 
~inim~m of practically zero. High temperatures arc cobb.on to all three 
zones, v~hich ~re arranged synuuctrically ~vith respect to the Equator. 

Generally speaking, the soils of this continent are re!o.tively poor 
as compared to those found in the United Steles. Native agricultural 
methods cause considerable soil erosion and loss of fertility. In 
spite of their obvious sigmificance as a fundamcnt~l factor in the 
development of the agricultural resources of Africa, the soils of the 
continent have so far received very little attention. 

Africals timber resources arc considerable but difficult to exoloit, 
since only in the rainly equatorial bolt are there extensive forests 
of co~mercially useful hard-~oods. The r~nk undcrgr6v~h, the sosg~r ter- 
rain, the inhospitable in~ects, reptiles, and germs, the absence of 
transportation facilities, and the lack of an adequo~c add trained labor 
supply all conspire to retard utilization of the l~cor resources.. 

It is estimated that Central Africa hms approximately one-half of 
the potential hydraulic porter of the vrorld. This potential source of 
po~.vcr coupled with thc coal deposits found in thG southern part of the 
contincmt -~vill be of ut~;ost imoortancc in the industrialization and 
development of African industry. 

All the continents have certain definite deficiencies in racy materials 
and Africa is no exception to the rule. Her coal deposits arc smaller 
than those of other continental areas and her petroleum resources arc 
practically non-existent. Lead and zinc deposits are inadequate. How- 
over, with regard to other co~::.oditios f~fricc, is at least equal or far 
superior to other continents in the degree of sclf-sufficionc%~® This 
continent loads the v:orld in the production of diamonds, gold~ phosphates, 
and uranium eros as ~voll as being a large producer of copper and vital 
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forro-alloying minerals such as chror.ite, cobalt, mangaucso, and -¢ana~ium 
Africa. has largo potential rcscrvos of bauxitc. 

Tb~s brings us now the topic of "nopul~tion. '': ~.o lives in Africa? 
This continent offers a challenge and an opportunity to the anthropelo~jis 
}.~ach has boon done in recent years to examine and classi~j its peoples, 
and mu~h more reDo.ins to be accomplished, Although thtre :das never boon 
a complete census, Africa's vastness supports only 142,000~000 people. 
Of this number scattered throughout the area are found approximately four 
million people of European stock and termed "~:hite•" 

The population con broadly be classified :~ccording to their negroid 
or non-negroid characteristics. The southern border of the Sahara may 
be taken i~ a genera! way to mark the nogthcrn bound~ry of Negro Africa• 
The Sahara~ middle and lovrcr ".;ilc region, and the L[editerranean fringe 
together form the domain of peoples v~ho are closer to the inhmbitants 
of the southern peninsulas of Europe than they arc to the Negroes. Those 
dominant peoples are racially akin to the Arabs and J ov.,s and are ~allod 
m ~'4- a~.~l ~0 S • 

The great mass of natives of Africa are Negroes, v.,hom v ~ o  shall divldo 
for ournosos of idoscription into 9;;o groat groups : t.~o French Sudanoso~ 
or ?,rest Africans, and the Bantu. Both those classifications break dov,~. 
into literally hundreds of smaller peoples and tribes, each with difforcn 
cultural and physical characteristics° 

The impact of !Tostern civilization has crested revolutionary changes 
in the social, political, and eoonoric order of native African life. 
Those changes have particulo~iy affected the Negro population since the 
Hamitio peoples occupy a zone, v~nich for the greater part, is poor grass- 
land or desert'and oconor2cally unattractive. ~;Ioroover, these non- 
negroid groups, by their greater pod';or of political organization and 
military defonsej have been bettor s, blo to resist the invasion of their 
rights and lands. " 

It cannot be too strongly emnhasized that the struggle for land is 
the all-imnortant'factor in the relations of African natives and the 
i~migrant peoples, particularly Europeans and Indians in East'and South 
East Africa. Racial ~ " "~-'~ ~nmmosloi~s continue to cloud the future, and only 
recently Durban if¢groos sot upon the Indians• Vicious attacks have 
continued occasionally during the past three months. In this fundamental 
conflict, the native is at a groat disadvantage, in that he is u~_ablo to 
exert effective organized resistance to irLmigrants equipped with'thQ. 
resources of ?[ostorn oivilization. Ho does, hovrovor, ha<,e a most ~.~alu- 
able asset ~vhich ~ill weigh heavily in his favor; namely, the per;or of 
successful'acclimatization in the African onviromm.ent. It willbe only 
a matter of tLme before he acquires the scientific equipment and mechan- 
ical skill vitally necessary for his ov~. economic, social, and political 
d~velopmcnt. 

¢- 
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The methods of handing d~,m the knovrledgc and v~ays of life grovr up 
around ~ struggle ~rith naturc for the production of food,, for the repro- 
duction and perpetuation of family an~ tribal life, and for'prctcction 
against enomies~ disease, and ~nscen danger. Superstitions , hc~ry vrith 
age, belief" in the po~ver of~magic and in unsecn forces, do not constitutc 
sound mqthod_s ;of education. 

The African educational systems are too often concerned merely ~;~ith 
formal schooling of native children, leaving the 'illiterate older people 
to go undisturbed ~long the path of l~ast rosistanCOo There is a definite 
need to include the vlhole population in educational development, 

Educational vzork ",','as hegu~ and for many years carried for~'rard almost 
entirely by missionary effort, in fact for the most part it is still 
under the management of religious bodies. The mission schools are novr 
largely-financed by the Colonial machinery for maintainin~ acade.~.ic 
standards. The Goverrumcnts have also provided a certain number of 
scheols~ mair_ly secondary and technical, omd the villages themselves 
have taken the initiative: i~ starting a great number of small or "bush" 
schools vrhich subsequently qualify for government recognition and assist- 
mace. }:hss education is necessary in order to speed ecouomic/~md social 
• developmor~t in the rural areas. The territories arc so large, populations 
~o scattered, and resources so undeveloped, that social mad economic 
set-rices are still rudimentary. 

• Africa's climate is not the kind in v~hich greo~t oiv{!izo~tions usually 
dove lop. Li~e in thO Sahara, for ox~upie, reVoivoS around a series of 
water hol:es or oases, v.'ith groat unin/qabited sp~cos be~:~cen then. In 
thc equatorial junglc areas larger than similar regions of any other 

. contincnt, climatic conditions arc oven worsc~ the heat and hu:r.idity 
are almost unbearable to ncoolo~ accustomed to more modcrate ~I~.~" ~cs. 
The tropical jungle area is therefore considered enc of:the most ur_hcalthy 
areas of thc v~orld and any system of rural education must aim mt the 
improvement of ~e~lth. 

The h0alth of the population of any region may usu<lly be taken as 
rough but remarkably accurate index of its gcnoral level of civilization. 
One ef the best indices of public health and standards of sanitation and 
nutrition are found in the figures of infant mortality. These figures 
not only measure the health of infants but also thc health of the parents 
and thc ability for them to provide these surroundings, adequate food, 
arl sanitation so conducive to the low infant death rate. As an example, 
thc infant mortality rate in the United States during 19S6 v:as 57 per 
thousand as compared to 172.8 for tropical Afric~ for the same peeled. 
Althgugh much has been done to cxnand mcdical and hcalth seru~iccs, the 
health standards still remain low with only slight improvement during 
the last thirty yoars. ~cre continuation of the slow rc~tc of imp#cvcmont 
v~ll never serve to bring Africa abreast of the rest of the ~orld, thus 
the promotion and protection of thc hcalth of t~c natives of the colonies 
must have a first priority in development plans. 
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~frlo~ supports a relatively smmll population .at a low subsistence 
level. As mi-ght,be expected, this fact is closely lin/ked with the 
physical condition of the people. $1though there has'boon a substantial 
expansion of state health services since 1'{orld War II, it ts hoped that 
now discoveries in.drugs and disease controls will be Of groat &ssistanoe 
in improving the over-all health of the population and make this i~rg~ 
continent not 6nly suitable for h~man settlement but also stock raising. 
In •other v;ords, the peoples of Africa suffer from a disoas0 theft -~,'o can 
call P.I.D. - PO~I~ERTY--IGNORA![CE--DISEASE. 

Nov~-, -let us analyze the population distribution of t~.ms land mass, 
where do the people live and what do they do for a living. 

The economy of Africa is bs.sed largely on agriculture; thus the 
hemviest populated areas are those thatare' the most fertile, such as 
the coastal rogio.~s and the Nile valley. In this fertile valley area 
the population aver~'ges more than 500 per square mile, as compare d to 
,5 per square mile in %he nearby Sa~hara region. 0niy throe of Our States 
have an average population of more than 500 per square m.ilo (~,.~ass'aohusetts 
Rhode Island, Now Jersey). The majority of the Hamitos, or native popu- 
lation, of the Barbary States probably cc~.e originally from the t~rabian 

Peninsula and are nomads. 

During the past two centuries, many i~nigrants and.colonizers c~me 
to Africa. European people included French, Spanish, and Italian set- 
tlers in North Africa; Dutch and English in South Africa; small0r settle- 
ments of many European races s~attercd along the coasts and at interior 
points. In addition; South and EastAfrica have largo n~.bers of Indians. 
The native inhabitants of the African continent still far outnumber the 
recent irm~..igrants of all races. 

The largest group of'negroid people,, the Bemtu, censisting of approxi- 
mately 40 million people, occupy the middle third of Africa o.s wol! as 
part of South Africa. They are agriculturists and rarely organize l_~rgo 
cow, unities. By European standards they are a baG1o.-;ard people, although 
by no moans can they bc ca!led a primitive people. They have sho~,.~ that 
they can learn the tcchnical skills of western civilization and they ~:,.,ill 
play a greater part in world o~ffairs in the futurc. 

i 

The ?fast African Negroes, numbering sovcral million, have prosncdts 
si.milar to those .of the Bantus. 

The only primitive peoples of Africa are .the Bushmen and Hottentots 
of- Southeast Afri'ca and the Nogrillqs or Pigmiesof the equatorial rain 
fores%. Pressure from stronger and more virile peoples have steadily 
diminished their n~.mbors and restricted their former widely scattered 

• c o~aunitie s o 
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The largest European s~ttlements in this land are in the Union of 
Sbuth Africa and in Fbonch North Africa. Althoagh this continent h%s 
several largo Cities s such'as Cairo, Alexandria, Casablanca, "_~nd Algizrs 
in thz North, and Capeto'~m s Johannesburg, and Durb~n in the South, most 
of ~fr~_ca s people live in s~ll com~unitles or rural areas. 

Africa proved to be a source of military manpower during Vferld ~ar II. 
British Colonial ground ,f6rces totaled over 500,000 men. Fromch c~lonial 
troops played an i~ortant rclc'~m.d these forces still read%in a valuable 
part of the French Armed Forces. 

The economic life. cf the native population today/ is far from an un- 
changing survival of the subsistence economy ~./hich existed prior to the 
arrival of the Europeans. They do lask the agricultural skills so 
effectively employed on other continents° The practice of agriculture 
is 6r~tl~ influenced by the co..~.~.mnal ovnaorshio of most of the arable 
land. The. tribe or community holds title to all land, gcnerall~z in the 
name of th~ chief; he allots to each family the land u, hich they will 
cultivate ° " . . ,  

Industrial doTcloPment (mining and m:',nufacturing) of f~frica is less 
advanced than that of mny ether continent. Africa ,does have a wealth of 
mineral resources, many o'f them being on our critical ~.~.~tcrials list~ 
yet only a small proportion of the population of this area -,~ro c'.up1,~.yed 
as wage earners in the mining and manufacturing fields. One r~sul.t of 
the accelerated development in the industrial field, is an increasing 
.migration of rural pc~:plo to the mining sa~d manufacturing contzrs., This 
rapid ddvclooment of the resources of Lfric~ riises problems that are 
incidental to the dra,.;ing of isolated rural .odoolo~ int ~- the currents of 
world production and trade. F,:-rtunato!y, goverr;aonts are increasingly 
alive to the situation, and public opinion is sensitive to the necessity 
of developing broad and effective oolicies of increasing the lU,~alth and 
safeguarding the workers. 

~¥o, now come to that group of elc'uents in the economic survc;y under 
the genoralhoading of "production ~ " re~ourc~. This group includes 
agriculturo, mining and manufacturing, and services. Although it appears 
that there is some repetition, we will now deal with the actual production 
and consumption of those items contained in the group, Thc clcmonts cf 
production resources arc a most si~nific%nt group in thr.t they have the 
advantage of bein~ susccptiblc to measurement." Studies arc bcin~ ~m~dc 
at thi~ -zory moment by the Dcpb.rtment of State, Centro.l Intelligence 
Agency, Dooartment oz ~ Co~morce, and othcr Goverr~.uent ag~ndies-as r.~!l as 
the National 2,~ilitary Establishment to determine the production :rssourco~ 
of this continent. 

The first element that wo will consider is "agriculture."' Thbmain 
consideration in this connection is the degree of seIf-sufficicncsr ssincc 
a nation that cannot food itself is at a groat disadvantagc, 
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In addition to basic native agriculture, European agriculture in Afric 
has developed to a state whore 1~frica is self-sufficient in :-' ~ o~oduction 
of feed anti is .considered to be a r_et ex~crter of grain and other crops. 
The loading export cr6ps ale palm ke~nols (88% 5f ~vorld production), os.cac 

-- ~ and cotton (7%/o) ( 6 9 % ) ,  p a l m  oil peanuts . . o o .  ( 8 % ) ,  . • 

In North Africa, cereals, fruits3 and olives have beer. ~rbducod for 
many'centuries° In ancient times, this area was knov~_ as the gran'ar~: of 
Rome, and to this d~y it is an exporter of grain. ~\~cat and barley arc 
the principal crops, one-fourth of the arable land being plamtqd ~ .~ the 

latter. 

South Africa is a producer of whoat~ though to c. lessor degree than 
cithcr North Africa or Egypt. Corfi is another crop impo~tan t to the 
Union of South Africa and Rhodesia, whcrc it is the staff ,of life for 
r illions of nativcs. This cereal ~::as exported .from thcs6 areas to 

Bizonia in the Fall of 1948. . . 

The'United States imports cocoa, cotton, jute, sisal, t o e ;  rubber, 
tobacco, popper, cork and other commodities from Africa. Production 

fig-ares for the different territories are reported yearly. 

Production of cattle is limited in Africa. Th¢ existence el" the 
tsetse fly in central and o~st Africa causes ~orsat difficulty in main- 
taining those herds, Goats, sheep,and poultry e.re maintained by the 
Pastoral nomadic tribes found in the savannah region on the southern 

border of the Saharm. 

~,~ining and m~nufaoturing are the second important element vt?,on con- 
sidering production resources. A oountryTs position v~ith reference to 
mineral resources is not only determined by its ability to produce basic 
m~nerals, but als0 by its consu~@tion of those minerals. The ratio of 
a country's mineral production to its mineral oonsu~.ption is taken as 
the index of its degree of self-sufficiency. Consumption of the miner%is 
of a country gives a clear indication of its needs and position in v:or!d 

affairs. 

Africa produces largo quantities of many raw materials v~ibhout con- 
suming them and thus can be cons~crcd to be in an ur_dcvclopcd industrial 

position. 

Development in mining ?~.d m~_nufaoturing is progressing ro~pidl~: and ii 
is doub%i~l if any ~othor part of the v:orld is changing as fast ms certain 
parts" of f~frioa. }:lore and adequate transportation, machinery of all 

no~l~n condition kinds, improved control of tropical diseases, and better ' ~ ~ 
are making possible modern centers for the collection ~%nd processing of 
raw materials and minerals. Improvement in the ~istribution of imports 
of manufacturod goods and services from Europe and 7unerica v:i!l aid mm- 

terially in this dev01opmont. 
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. . . .  Several strategic metallic: and non.~ctalli~c mihcrals arc being 
produced in largo q~intitios in A@rica. The most important ~f thcsc arS 
manganese,, chromite, pmtcnbl~ndc" ' , diamonds, graphite, copper, columbitc, 
antimony, ~qd tantallte. The importance of those cor.~moditics may bc 
illustrated by the following cxamole:- The Un.i%cd St~.tos consumes over 
one-fourth of the v:orld~s manganese production, yet produces only 0.5% 
of it. 

• . r  :. 

".. Petroleum is. £ound at only a few places in Africa, the ch'.cf source 
being ,.gypt. C0a~ ~ is.; found in quantities in the Transvaal and u~tal 
areas. It is eStimatedthat coalreserves varying z~om 58 to 200 billion 
tons are located iu this goncral aro~. Those coal deposits m: W prove 
to be onc ~ of the Country~s most vital assets. 

Potential ~vator power may bO regarded as one of Africa's greatest 
resources. At the present ~'~i.~o, only one hundredth of this v&st reservoir 
is being utilized. Considering the natural fuel deficiencies, the future 
industrial development of the continent may be determined by water power 
as an energy source. It is estimatOd that this source of per:or is ao- 
proximately 190 million horse pc{mr; giving the continent %he second" 
largest water-power potential in the world. : 

In the treatment of the element of production resources called 
"Services," the discussion ~vil! be limited to the " ~- flc~d of transportation 
and communications. 

Africa has fovJer miles of railroad than any other continent. Ir~ only 
tree places do rails span the continent ~nd'both of these in i~s narrov: 
soutl~@rn part. Just prior to 7.Vorld Vgar II, the standard g_quge line 
across French North Africa from Casablane~ to Tunis ~vas comoleto<l. The 
~-mbitious Cape to Cairo scheme of Cecil Rhodes has never matoria].izcd 
and perhaps never rill. ~: A Trans-Saharan rally:my has boon proposed" 
periodically by the Pronch as a lin/[ bo~,veen North and ?lest 7~frica, but 
for strategic rather than economic purposes. 

Rolling stock as v:eli as railroads arc require@, in the develooment 
of AfricaTs industrial economy and are included ~in the devolo~$ment plans 
of all colonies. " ~ " 

Since almost every railway line in Africa is intended to so:rye merely 
as a feeder for % particular port, lines connecting different colonies 
are all but unhear-] of. this fact is ovid.onCe b~f the ^ , " c onoml.z i~m.~atur ity 
o:f this continent. : .. 

The highway pattern is similar. Hs~over, all v;cather high, rays e~ro 
usually less costly and easier to construct tho~ railroads. The future 
of Africa's cor~.erco and travel may v:ell lie more in her roads than in 
her rivers and railways. Both air and bus lines arc opcratin~ regularly 
in most parts of Africa, The air lines will also assist materimily in the 
development program. 



+ 

The Lmportant object v~ill be to insure, insofar as the. national rival- 
ties of the colonial povzers ~II permit, that~tho raih~ and highwa~ 
nctv;ork is laid with a view to the interests, not of each individual colo~ 
as at presont~ but of Africa aS a whole. Othor~se thorc cam bo no ration: 
dcvclopr~cnt of the economic, social, and cultural life of tbe~pooplcs of 
Africa. 

E o C , A , ,  i n  ~ ~ t o m p t  t o  s e c u r e  s t r a t o g i c ~ m a t o r i a Z s  i n  ~ f ~ ! o a ~  h ~ s  
gr~nted the British and ~ronch Govorr~ents sizable sums'from counterpart 
funds for the development of those sources of materials: including the 
purchase of equipment and machinery to increase industrial davolopmont. 

It is ~'ell to note that the total investment in Africa for the past 
seventy, five years has boon only ten billion dollars as .compared to 
business investments of fifteen billion dollars in oriel year in the United 
Stabes. 

N~v we viii analyze the political controls of this vast land. 

Africa s uniiko the tyro American continonts~ v~hioh consist of m~uy 
politically independent states and territories, is made up of politically 
dapendmnt territories similar t6 large parts of Asia. In fact, ~vo cannot 
compare Africa to North ~merica, or'even Europe v;hen discussing its 
political and economic organization, since Afrioa'aotually is a group 
of sub-continents, separated by the Sahara Desert, rather than a political 
or economic unit. One might say that thsro are "~7 varieties" of politioa 
and economic divisions on this second largest continent on the earth. 

Asidefrom Liberia, Ethiopia, and E~ypt,.~ll other African torrltorios 
form part of European centered colonial empires, Even th~se indonendont 
states do not enjoy all those privileges V;hfch we cow,mealy associate with 
autonomous countries. The most independent position among African ter- 
ritories is held by~ a fourth stc~e, the Union of South Africa° Although 
tcchnically a part of the British Co~monv~oalth cf ~ations,~ as a territory 
with Dominion stc~us it h&s enjoyed complete sovereignty°. The factthat 
the Union of South Africa, iike the Dominion of C~nada or Australia, 
determines its ovum domestic and external affairs and that the execution 
of those affairs is not subordinated to Groat Britain is ~mT@ly manifested 
by South Africais independent doclo~ation of war against the J~is Fov~ers 
at the beginning of ~'~ ~ "'" 

The vineio African co£tincnt, with the oxcootion'of the four political 
entities mentioned ab~vg, i~ directly oo£trollod by five European po~crs: 
Groat Britain, France, ~olgium, Portugal, and Spain. The Itali~_n colonies 
are in the hands of the United Nations, o~.vaiting the decision as to their 
disposition. 
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Within the African continent, four different typos of dependent areas 
may be distinguished; namely,'the colonies propcr, the colonial protcc- 
torates, protectorates proper, and mandates. 

British Africa, including ~he U~ion of South Africa, covers over 
on0-fo~rth of the African continent, with a population of approximately 
62,000,000 people. 

It is impossible to dravz a clear~ logical distinction bot.~zeen c. 

colony and protectorate in the British Empire system, for the status of 
the different parts of the Empire has been largely determined by his- 
torical accident and not regulated by o~y definite legal theory. The 
status and problems of the peoples of these different areas vary so 
greatly that it would be impossible to discuss them at this time. 

Prior to 1929 British Colonial policy in Africa was that the colonies 
and protectorates should pay their ov~n wa~ hence exploitation v~s neces- 
sary. In 193A the colonies exported over seventy per cent of their com- 
modities to the United Kingdom while receiving only ~6.5% of their imports 
from the same source. 

The British Empire syst6m favored indirect rule through native tribal 
organizations in most areas, vTith the excsption of Kenya and Uganda. 
The goal of British Administration is self-goverrnuont for her colonies 
and protectorates. 

A n~v self-governing state as large as the Union of South Africa has 
boon planned, This proposed dominion would include t~ federation of 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 

The French territories comprise a larger area; hoverer, tlhe~t, con- 
tain a much smaller population of approximc~ely 38,000,000. The Prench 
quite logically ms~e t~o coastal provinces of Algeria an integral part 
of metropolitan Pzance, as if the intervcning sea v~cre but a very largo 
river. The P~cnch have had no single consistent policy applying to all 
areas or for any great length of time to any area. 

The French colonial system has been one of assimilation and not 
independence. Their approach to this problem has been mainly on a cul- 
tural basis. French ~rocco and Tunisia are international protoctogatos. 
The col6nial possessions of the 9rench have not boon dollar emrnors, 
holdover, most of the exports of the possessions are shipped to ~'ancco 

The only possossioA of Belgium, the Belgian Congo, • is a Imr'go tropical 
area consisting of 918,000 square miles carved out of the heart of the 
continent. Hero v~hero Afri¢a is more nearly the tropical Africa'wc have 
always'heard about, live 11,0003000 Bantu natives governed by 23,000 
whites, the majority of the latter being Belgians. 
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In the Congo the development of a permanent population in the in- 
dustrial areas is a deliberate ale_ of policy. Belgium favors indirect 
rule for this colonial possession and has al~,vays operated the Congo as 
a business-like proposition. The Conic has been a dollar earner for 
Belgium and she is depending on this possession for assistance in 
securing a balance of trade, 

Portugal v~s the first European p,~,wor to acquire large pesscssi/,ns 
in Africa, It still controls one-eighteenth of the area of the continent 
and approximately the s~me porcor~ago of population, having more than 
7,00%000 people. Portugal has been the most baci~ard of all the colonial 
powers. Following the exar%ole set by Francoj the policy of assimilation 
is onforcedj not that of independence for the colonies. 

Spanish colonies will not be treated at this time since they ~re the 
least extensive and important of all EuroDoan-hold territories. 

The area over which the spirit of Pan-Africanism broods is that cart 
of Africa south of the S~hara, which is truly Africa. Africa north of 
the desert is not the true Africa 3 since the ~diterranoan is much less 
of a bar to intercourse between Europe and North Africa than is the deser 
a bar be~;{een North Africa and the tropical regions to the south. Almost 
all of the land masses and the ovorwholmin~ majorit~ of th~ po:)nle of thl 
earth arc in the Northern Hemisphere. ConsequontlyiAfrica , south of the 
Sahara and even the Union of South Africa, &cspitc the vast wealth ef her 
rosource~ and increasingly inkDortan% strategic sea route behvcen the East 
and West S is well away from the human stream flowing broadly around the 
top of the world. 

Black Africa is not yet ready for solf-gover~mon% in the modern world 
It is howoverj ready for preparation for self-govcrmmont t and this means 
a constantly greying participation by Africans in their ovm administratic 
Alon{ with this education process must go a conserve±i0n of huraan resourc 
of Africa through effective programs of social we!fare, public health, 
and economic development. 

But whatever may be the form or forms under v~ich J~frica is governed, 
thc colonial.p0wors must cter keep in mind that they hold their colonics 
in trust, not in servitude, and that their task is to prepare the peoples 
of Africa for eventual self-rule. 

Prior to 1929, development of the British colonies, protectoro.tos, ar 
mand.%tes was limited to their ova resources with ccc.o.sicn.°~! assistance 
in the'form of guaranteed loans. The Colonial Develonment and ?,~o!f.%ro _,~< 
of 1929 was the first legislative provision for financi.%l o.ssis.tance 
permitting them to pursue active prc~r~ns'for'devolop.uent. This act 
provided for a maximum expenditure of ~ 1,000,000 from the British Trcas~ 
to assist in Colonial development. In that the United Kin@<).om had recog- 
nized the desirability of dcvclonin6 .... potential , u~c resources of her 
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African colonies, the development progr%m received greater impetus by the 
passage of the Colonial Development anl V;clfare Acts of 1940 and '1945~ 

The Colonial Development. anQ~ "Jclfare Act cf 1940 provi!cd a ;, 55,000,000 
fund for c~]cvolopment over ?. ton-year period. 

This sum vn~s .soon recognized as insufficient for the coloni.%l require- 
• merits and so in 1945 ~ r~cvz Act was oassed providing that the Colonial 
Dovcloomcnt and V~olfarc Fund be: increased to ~ 120,000,000. in ad~'iticn 
to sharing the centrally administered schemes, the Regional a]l~tment 
of this fund for colonic~l territories in Africa o:.~oumtod tc ~ 54~650,CC0, 
or 6 4 ; p e r c e n t  of the total territorial allc~ation. The poriod'of assist- 
ance was also extended over a longer period, ending }~[arch ~I, 1956. 0nly 
colonies that did not posscss responsible govormuonts wore eligible for 
financial assistance. The Act of 1945 w~s looked upon with gro£t favor 
by the colonies and thcy'preparod their o~wn broad-ten-year devcl0pmcnt 
programs.• Political st ~ " " r~..gth has been developing through risin~ ~'~at~onal- 
is.~,. 

Increasing exchange difficulties of the United Kingdom made it necessary 
to modify the economic planning policies. Faced ~.,zith a dollar shortage, 
it was'necessary to increase colonial production of raw materials for 
export, particularly those commodities ~ ~ " ' ~ ~h~ -yore In!far earners. 

In that~ private investment was not sufficient to ~ovelop -~hc Colonial 
territories.. Th~ Overseas Resources Development Act Was p~ssc)d on 
ll Feb}uary 1948~ providing for the establishment of b~,~o public c orpor~ 
ations8 The Colonial Oevel<)pmcnt Corpora~i~n, *ith'resourcos of& ll0,000,O00~ 
and %he 0~erseas Food Co.rpor~tion with L 55,000,000,.m~king ~ total of 

165,O00,000. Those individual p:rojects arc in addition t<! those included 
in the ten-year plans. Primary and secondary industries will be fostered 
in thq areas along'with the development of natural resourcos~ transpgrtation 
a~ communications, and the health an~ sociaT progress of the native popu- 
lation, 

0no of the projects under the supervision and development of the 0vcr- 
seas Food Corporation is the ~'~ . . . . .  ~ .... -~ ~.~s~ African Groundnuts ocncmc~ ~ur~.e..tl~ 
referred to in.the Economist and ~ " ' • ~o.~er British periodicals. 

Sir Stafford Cripos, Chancellor of the Ex0hcaucr and Naoion..~l Ec:~nomic 
Coordinator Stressed;the need for P~frican ec®nomic development and s~1~o'~:" 
"The whole future of the sterling group an:~ its ability to surviw'o doocnds 
in my view upon a Quick ~ . a_~ extensive .development of cur African resources." 

The French Development pl~ns have not advanced as rapidly as those of 
the British. The Monnct }~dornization and Equipment Plan is basically 
a ten-year development plan, which includes the French 0vorseas ~crritorios. 
This plan is based on the full utilization cf local resources. Each ter- 
ritory is to be ~uided %ov~ar:i its optimum levelop:'~n-% in terms of its 
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economic and h~..nan possibilities~ The primo essential of the 61~n is 
'based on giving the territories the necessary[modern equipment. The 
grov, t adv~¢tage ~ this program for the local pgpulations is that they 
will not have to accumulate gradually, by their o',:a~ patient production 
efforts, the invost~:~ont and equipment required for dovolop:.uont o.oorations, 

_ n , ~ . l , J ~ . o  rand  t h c  The realization o.f the clan-,.,ill require ~,ro eivo-yoar . ~" "~ 
plan is based upon prSvato investment t~king at least one-third cf the 
financialload. The ~b~nch Colonial areas have not b~en dollar earners 
for metropolitan Pranco~ thus it is vital that the dovelopmcnb plans 
be effective as soon as oossiblo. 

Unlike the development plans .of the British and French., the Ten-Year 
D.ovelopmont Plan for th0 Belgian Congo v~s es~abl~sn~c, in 1948 the 
Congo Government itself, with the sanction of Belgium. This plan in- 
cludes those' features aimed at a balanced development in all phases ~ of 
colonial life over the specified period. The plans of action £or the. 
Belgian Congo for production anticinate a considerable dovoloomont in. : 
the whole oc...-..nomic system. ~ch of this effort is aimed at raising the 
• standard of living of the natives; however, th0 development in produ6tion 
depends on the expansion Of means Of transport, ..... rbor installations, 
and power production, 

The Belgians have. never thought in terms .of native s01f-.g~.vcr~m~ont as 
the ultimate aim for the oooulation of the Belgian Congo, r~)r he.re they 
thought in terms of assimilation oither~ Since the Congo has alv.,.a~S 
.operated as .a business, proposition~ the economic polio W applied.to it 
provides for non-discrimi'nation and the open leer. This area is a dollar 
earner an:l much progress, h~s boon .made in all "phases of dovolopmor~. 

Since .the days of their discove~z, P.c.rtugucso territories in Africa 
ha:no boon exploited in the solo interest of Portug~l. • ~n general, modoPr 
Portuguese policy is :!irootod to;yards full mssimilation of the colonies, 
like that of ~ance. 

Economic penetration of Africa by Portu=~ues 9 enterprise has boon 
slight. Portugal has also been the most bacb:~ard ofthe colonis~l ~.cu~crs 
having interests in Africa in the preparation of development ~l~ns. 
Although development plans for those territories arc ~ on paper, Albert 
Q. !v.'aisol in his book "Africa; Pacts ~nd Foroco~sts," published in 1.945 
stated, "Any imprcvev..ont in native conditions in these'(Portuguoso) 
regions "must arise either from a change in sbveroi#~nt.v.or a c:h.'~nge in 
the government of Portugal itself." 

it is questionable ~.vhethor the novr dove!cements in J~frica can 
rapidly make good the loss of .old European positions in the Far .East, 

,~ - , ~ programs ~vill undoubtedly be more .suecessful however, these _e~elop.ue,.t 
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if they are under~'~itten by the States of Vfcstorn Europe in coopcratior. 
with each other. Since a large p&rt of the African Contino~nt is under 
the sovereignty of ?Iestern Europe, united development ,of 2-~ican resources 
for European use will in turn raise the standards of one of the v,'orld~s 
hitherto depressed areas. 

The'Economi~ Cooperation Administration sent working groups into the 
British, French, Belgian, and other areas to determine the problems 
bearing directly in the field of economic and social devcloplucnt of 
this area. The E.R.P. financial assistance will bc of gre~it value in 
stimulating the development programs. 

The British Colonies and ~rench Posscssions in ~frica proved ex-- 
trcmely valuable to the United Kingdom and the Unitc~ States ms strmtcgic 
bases during 7~orld ~ar II. Bccausc of the prcscnt uncSrtain~/ of retaining 
control of thc Mediterranean or even of T;estcrn Europe, should a sudden 
attack come before ~stcrn Union capabilibics ~re in, roved, these colonial 
African possessions would again become critical bascs from which to initiate 
counter action. 

In conclusion, the political and economic changes that ~.rc taking place 
r l ...... ern world that rival~ and even- in 2frica, give it an importance to the ~-~ 

tually will surpass its high place in the history .of qncicnt om.oir~.s. 

Western Europe especially is looking to its ;~frican p~ssessions to 
provide more feed ar_d new sources cf r~'r materials for their industrics~ 
as well as an outlet for its excess population. 

Since 2fricals position 3 gcogrmphice~lly, is central im relation to 
political and economic forcesj this land mass plays a vor~" important part 
in world strateg~y. 

The United States is working feverishly to obtain ccrt~tin strategic 
~" -'~ cone:nit ~:>sition. i~frica materials required by industr~r to m.~int~.i.~ our c 

m.~c.m.l~ in the future. can provide us with increasing ar~cunts of thcsc ~ ~'~ ~ 

So, ~kfrioa is destincd not onl}r to hc.vc its place in the sun, in thc 
literal sense, but to play an ever increasing role in the world's coonomic 
and political affairs. 

(II April 1949-- T50) 
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