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COLCIEL KING:  .The very word "Africa" calls up images of big zame,
dense jungle, and whitse=-robed men with their camels, or it reealls -
exotic experiences in Algiers, in Cairo, in Capetovm, in Casablanca,
or in Oran = but teday, I waht you to forget the romentic asnests of
the so=called "Dark Continent" and concentrate on the ceonomic features
of this great land nass. '

Goographically, Afriecals position is central in relation to world
political and economic forces, It is the least developed of the con-
tinents and yet nothing, in the prescnt disturbed intornational situ~
atlon, offers a more fertile field for pro-ress than the development
of her- -political organization and natural reseources, In fact, there
is morc to do in Afries and more room in vwhich to do it than anywhore
olse in tho world,. o

Economic developmont on this continent has been relatively slow,
because it:is contingent to a largo degreo upen the creation of govern-
mental” entorprises and large scale orzanizatién. The Yosborn Zuropoan
Powers having colonial territories in Afriea  have tocn largely absorbod
in modern timos with a scries of ruinous wars intersporscd with werioeds
of receonstructions ‘

These Europeon’ Powers .as well as the Unltod Statos Of.AFOIIC& are -
looking to Africa to provide certairn stratogic metorials, ae wﬁll as
some of the vital nceossitics of life. ’

This morning Wwe will considor how Africals sigc and shape, climatoe,
natural resourcss, the kinds of pgopl“ thad.live there and the political
ang soclal systems théy have de¥olopsd affeet other parts of the world.
Vo will aléo sce why cortsin nations, including the Unitod States, aro
interested in all phascs of tho rocent dovblopm“nt Programsa.

,
With a continent, as with a nation, certain clormonts of strength
should be gonsidoéred in an eoonomio survey, Accordingly in this cconomic

survey of Afriecs, these olements will be grouped undor throc general
headings s geoﬁraphy, populqtloﬂ, and producticn resources. ‘
: v A"
The lccation of Africa with regpect to . other nations,rsourc¢s-df
supply, markets, and trade routes vrill bc oonsidered first.

Africa is atbached to the cnorrmous Eurasgian land miass by .the Isthrus
cf Suez and is separated from it by the Strait of Gibraltar and tho
Mediterranocan and Red Seas. Geographically, the tip of the Tust Africa
bulge is the point at which the main land rmass of the Dastorn Homispherse
is neercst to that of the Westcrrn Homispherco.
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The Mediterranean Sca was the great highway of antiquity and its
very name betrays its unifying role - the sea in the "midile of the
land." Three of the werld!s great trado reutcs pass olong the African’

coast; (1) the main artery of traffic from Buropc to Asia via the Sucz
Canal; (2} the longer onc by the Cape of Good Hopej and (3) the much used
sc¢a lane from Eurconc bto the cast coast of South Ameriga.

‘The total arca of the countinent is approximatcly 12,500,000 squarc
milcs, twice the size of all Turope and noarly four times the size of
the United States. It oxtonds 5000 milcs from north to gouth, 4500 milcs
from cast to west. The second largest of the continconts, its northern
cxtromity is on the latitude of Washington, L. €., and its southern cx-
tremity on that of Bucnos Aires.

TIts upusually straight coast linc affords fow good harbors,  Almost
all of its modern harbors have been created by extensive dredging and
other costly works, This fact has na burally -influcnced the commercial
devclopment of Africa, '

The proporticn of land below 800 foot clevation is smaller in Afriea
ther in any otheor continent and the largzoer part of the lewlands arc
desert and steppe, rather than the marshy lands so tvpical of the tropi-

cal lowlands in South Amcriea and Scouthcastorn Asia.

The most notadlo featurc of the African plateau is the undformity of
letcl land, botween 100C and 4000 foet elovation; cvor vast arcas ‘
The rountain L“ngos runrlng horth and south form the spinsfef the

continert oast of iks. centor, ox tvndlng from “tthDl“ inte the Union of
South Africa. Herc the high mcuntoins and great mountain-locked lakeos
altor the climate and vogetation pattern that preveils elsawherc, Afriea
is divided inbo two unequal parts by the Sahara D“scrt 2hd "its cistern
eXtonsions into Egypt and Sudan, This wide belt o f sand, steppe, and
rock has been onc of the worldts mest offcetive Yarriors to human intor-
course. This desort zone is 1000 miles or morc in width and oxtonds

over 3000 miles from the Atlansic Cecan to the Rud Sca, the only bronk
being the valloy ‘of the Hile, »n *q“ru morc than o fow mllqu“orous”

t rivers, the ¥ile, the Congo, the Hizer, and
ing tro llrgost howcvcr, nons of these arc novigable for
tone large ships. Thoy are important for inland trnns-
p +~t10n, nqrulcularly in view of bhe limited doevelemicnt of roads and
railways, but they do not scrve as arterics +o tho sca, as 4o such streams
as the St, Lawrence and the ississinpi.

To most poople tho word "Arlriea" is synonymous with hent, 4s =
matiér of fact, the climate of Africa runs the whele garut from hot to
cold, from dry to wet. It is irferesting to note that M, Hilimanjaro
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(19,317 feot elevation), only three degrocs south of the Eguator, has an
ice and snow-cap the year around. Afriea is the most tropical of the
caontinents sinec its latitudinal extent is traverscd approximatcely mide
way by the Equator, so that the northern and soubthern cxtremitics, in
Tunisia and the Capc Provinee respectively, are bebween 2600 and 2400
milcs from the cquatorial lince OCrly o small propoertion of The arca of
this continent experioncoes a cool, tomporate climante,

.

With the exception of the middle or equatorial zcné, the 2limates
arc dvplicated so that geing polewnrds a s imilar distribubtion is found
in North and South Africa. "Mhilc the Schara is prolonged right up to
the eastorn shoros of Horth Afriea, its counterpart in the southern
homispherc is limited to the western half of South Africc.

- The three charactoristic vegetation zones=—tropical rain forest,
tropical groass lond, and hot descrt~«are determined by the precipitation,
vhich varics from o moxisnum of somevwhot ovwer 100 inches anmially to a
minimam of practically zore. High temperatures arce common to all three
zones, which are arranged syrwotricolly with respcet te the Equator.

Generally speaiting, the soils of thies conbtinent are relatively poor
as cormpared Lo those found in the United States. Native agriculbtural
nctheods couse considerable goll corosion and loss of forvilitye. In
spite of thoir obvious significance as a fundamental factor in the
icvolcpmont of tho agrieultural resources of Africa, the soils of the
continent have so for recoived very little attention,.

Africa's timber resources aroc con51roraolr but difficult to cxpleit,
sincc only in the rainly cquatorial bolt arc there uKtCnSqu foresvs
of commereially useful hardwoods, The rank undergrowth, the soggy tor-
rain, the inhospitable ingeets, roptiles, and gorms, the abscnce of
transportation faeilitics, and the lock of an adcquote and tirained. labor

supply all conspire to retard ubilization of the lumbeyr reosources,.

It is estimated that Central Africa has approximately onoehalf of
the potential hydraulic power of the world, This potential scurce of
power coupled with the ceoal deposits found in the southern part of the
centbinent will be of utmast immortonce in tho industrializaticon and
development of Afriean industry.

-

A1l the contincnts have certain definite deficiconcics in raw materials
and Africa is no cxeoption te the rule, Her coal deposits arce smaller
than those of obther sontinontal arcas and hor petrolsum resources aro
practically non-~cxistonts Lead and zine deoposits are inadegquate, How
ever, with rcgard to other commeditics Africa is at loast equal or far
sunorior to other continents in the dogrec of solf-sufficiosncy. This
continent loads the world in the preduction of diamonds, zold, phosphates,
and uranium orcs as well as being a large producer of copper and wital
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ferro-alloying minerals such as chromite, cobalt, mongoncsc, arnd vanadiun
Africa has large poten®tial re¢scrves of bauxite,

This brings us now the topic of "population.™ Who livos in Africa
This contircnt offers o challenge and an opportunity to the anth ropolo,
IMach has beoen done in reccent years to examine and classify its pcoplos,
and much nore remiins to be aceomplished. Although thére has nevor beon
o complcete census, Africatls vastnoss supports only 142,000,00C nosple..
Of this number scattered throughout the arca are found aoproximately four
nillion poople of Furopean stock and termed "white

ho population ean broadly be classified according to thoir ncgroid
or ron-ncgf014 characteristics, The southerna bordor of the Sahara may
be token 1A a general way to mark the noftiern boundary of Nogro Africas
‘The Sahara, middlc and lower Nile region, and the lediterranean fringe
together form the demain of peoples who arc closcor to the inhabitants
of thc southern peninsulas of Europc than they arc to the Negrocs, Those
doninant peoples are racially akin %o the Arabs and Jows and arc dalled
Homites, :

The great mass of natives of Africa arc Negrocs, whom we shall divide
for purpeses of Aescription into two great groups: ths French Sudanocsge,
or West Africans, and the Bantu. Both thesc classifications treak down
into literally hunurcds of smaller pcoples and trives, coch with difforen
cultural and physical characteristics,

The impoet of YWestorn civilization has croated rovelutionary chinges
in the social, political, and esonomic order of native ifrican life,
Thesc changos have nart¢oulurlx affected the Megro population sineec the
Hemitic peoples occupy 2 zonc, which for the grenter poaft, is poor grass-
land or deeert and ceoronmically unattractive. Morcover, thesc non-
nogroil groups, by their greater power of pelitical organization and
nilitary defense, have becr betbtor cble to resist tbu irv151on of their
rights and londs. :

It caﬁnot bo too strongly emphasized that the struggle for 1and is
tho all-irmortant’ factor in thoe rolations of African ratives and the
immigrant pcoples, particularly Duropeans and Indians in Dash and Scuth
Bast Africa., Racizl animositics continue s eloud the futurc, and only
roeontly Durban Kegroos seot upon the Indiors, Viecicus abtacks have
certinucd oceasionally during the past three monthse In this fundamental
conflict, the native is at = groat Cisadvantage, in that he is unabls te
exort cffestive organized resisbonce to immigrants cquivned with the

resources of Wesbern civilization. iHec does, however, have o most valu-
able asset which will weigh heavily in his flvﬁ“; namely, tho power of
succussful acclimatization in the African « eavironment, It will be only

a matter of time before he acquircs the scien®ific cauipment and mechan-~
ical skill vitally neccssary for his ovm ccoremic, social, and politica
developmer
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The methods of handing down the knowledge and ways of lifo grow up
arcund a struggle with naturce for the production of foed, , for the ropro-
duction and perpetuation’ of family-and tribal life, and for proboction
agninst enemies, discasc, and unscen danger, Superstitions, hcary with
age, belief in the vower of magic and in unseen forees, .do not constitute
sound mothods :af cducation, ‘ ‘

The african cducational systems are toc often cowcernod merely with
formel schoollrg of native children, leaving the illitcrate older pcople
to go undisturbed along the path of least resistance, Thore is a definite
necd to include thoe whole population in oduoatlonal developments

Educational work vias begun and for many yoars carricd forwerd almost
ontircly by missiorary offort, in fact for the most part it is sbill
undor the management of religious bodies., The mission schools arc now
largely~financed by the colonial machincry for maintalning ccadomic
standardss The Governments haowve also provided o cortain number of
schocls, rairly socondary and technical, ond the villages theomsclves
have tokon the initiative in starting o great number of small or "bush"
schools. which subsequontly qualify for govermment rccognition nnd assist-
ance, lMass education is nccossary in ordor to speed ecounomic’arnd social
development ir the rural areas. The territories prc so large, populations

50 secattered, and resources so undsvcloned, that sceial and ceononmic
services are still rudimentary.

 Africals elimate is not the kind in which grent v1v111Zﬁt1J.,s usuzlly
develope  Life in +thé Sohara, for cxample, rcv01““ around o scorics cf
water holes or osases, with great uninhabited spaces betwrcen thome In
the equatorial jungle area; larger than similar regions of any other
continent, climatic cornditions arc oven worsc; the heat and u-ldlty
“are almost unbearabls to peovle accustomed o more mederate slimotes.
The tropical junglc area is therefors sonsidered ono of the most unhealthy
areas of the world ard any system of rural education must aim at tho
vlmprovcrent of Health.

The health of the population of any region may ususlly be token as a
rough but romorkably zceurmbte index of its goneral level of civilization,
Ono of the best indices of public hoalth and stondards of sanitation and
rutrition are found in the figures of infant morbality. Thesc figures
riot only measure the health of infants but also the hoalth of the paronts
and the ability for them to provide these surroundings, adegquate food,
and sanitation so conducive to The low infant death rotes As an oxample,
the infart mortality ratc in the United Statos during 1938 was 57 per
thousand as comparod to 172.8 for tropicel Afrién for the same period.
Although mueh has been done to cxpand medical and health services, the
‘health standards still romain low with only slight 1ﬂnruvumcnﬁ during
the last thirty years, Merc contimation 5f the slow ratc of impfovenent
will never serve to bring Africa abreast of the rost of “the werld, thus
the promoticn and protecticn of the health of the natives of the colonles
mast hove o first priority in development plans,
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- communitics,

Africa supports a relatively small population.at 2 low subsishorcc
lovels  As might.be cxpeeted, this fact is closoly linked with the
physical condition of the people, J4lthough therc has beon a substantial
cxponsion of state health sorvices since World War II, it is hoped that
new discoverics in.drugs and discasc controls will be of great assistaonce
in improving the over-all health of the population and make this lorgs
cortinent not only suitable for human scttlement but also stock raising,
In other words, the peoples of Africa suffer from a discasc that we can
call P.I.D, ~ POVERTY==IGNCRANCE--DISEAST,

A

How, det us aralyzo the population distribution of this land mass,
where do the people live and what do thoey do for o living.

The cconomy of Africa is based largely on agriculture; thus the
heaviost populated arcas arc thosc that arc the most fortile, such as
the coastal regicns and the Nile valleys In this fertile valley arca
the populoation averages more than 500 per squarc mile, as comparcd to
5 per sguare wmile in the nearby Sahara region. Cnly three of cur Statos
have an average population of merc than 500 por squorc hileo (Ifassachusctts
Rhode Island, NMew Jorsey). The majority of the Hamites, or native popus-
lation, of the Barbary Stabes probably came criginally from the Arabian
Peninsula and arc nomads. '

Puring the past two certurics, many immigrants and colonizers eame
to Africa, Eurcpean people included Froneh, Sparish, and Italian sobt=
tlers in North ifrica; Duteh and English in Ssuth Africas smaller sotble-
ments of many Eurcpean races scatterced along the coasbts and at interior
points, - In addition; South and Bast Afriea have large numbors of Indianss
The native inhabitants of the African continent still far outnumber the
recent irmigronts of all raccs, '

The largest group of negroid psoplc, the Bantu, consisting of approxi-
rately 40 million people, occupy the middle third of Africa os woll as
port of South Afriea, Thoy are agriculturists and rarcly orgedize large
communities. By Buropean standards they arc a baclavard peoople, although
by neo means can they be called a primitive peopls. They have shown thot
thoy can learn the technical skills of western civilization and they will
play a groater part in werld affairs in the fubturc.

The West African ¥ogrocs, numbering several nillion, have prospects
similar tec thosc of the Bantus, '

The only primitive pcoples of Africa arc the Bushmen and Hotbontots
of Southeast Africa and the Negrillos or Pignics of the cquatorial rain
forcst, Pressurc from stronger and more virilc pooples have stoadily

dinminished thoir numbers and restricted their former widely scattored

-



The largest Duropean settlements in this land are in the Union of
Scuth Africa and in French Forth Africa, Althoagh this contincnt has
scveral large cities, such’as Cairo, Alexandriz, Casablanca, and Algiors
in the North, and Capetowm, Johamnesburg, and Durban in the South, most
of Afriecals poople live ir small communitics or rural arcas,

Africa proved to be & sourde of military manpower during “orld ¥lor II.
British colonial ground ‘forces totaled over 500,000 men. Frereh colonial
troops played an important reclc’ and thesc forces still remain o 7aluable
nart of the French Armed Forcos, .

The ‘economic 1ife of the nabive populoticon btoday is far frem an une
chonging survival of the subsistonce economy which cxisted prior to the
arrival of the Eurcpeans, They do laglk the agricultural skills so
effeotively employed on other continents. The practice of agrieulturc
is greatly influenced by the communal ovmorship of mest of the arable
land., The tribe or comrmnity holds title o all land, generally in the
noeme of the chief; he allots 4o cach family the larnd which they will
cultivate, R T

Industrial development (mining and nanufeeturing) of Africa is loss
advanced than that of any other continent. Africa dsos have a woalth of
mineral rosources, many of thom being oa our critical materizls list,
yot only a small proportiosn of the populabisn of this area arc empluoyved
as wage carners in the nining and monufacturing ficlds. Onc rosult of
the accelerated development in the industrial ficld, is arn incriasing
migration of rural pcovle to the mining ard mamufacturing conterse 7T
rapid dévelopment of the resources of ifrica raiscs problems that are
inecidential to the drawing -7 isclated rural peoples int~ the currcnts of
world production and trade, Fortunately, governnmonts. arc increasingly
alive ts the situation, and public cpinicon is sensitive “o the nccossity
of developing broad and coffectivo policies of incroasing the health and
safoguarding the workors. ' ' ‘

his

Wo now come to that group of elemends in the economic survey undor .
the genoral hoading of "producticn resources,” This greoup includes
agriculture, mining and manufacturing, ond soervices. Although it zppears
that there 1s some repetition, we will now deal with the actual preductio
ond consumption of thosc items centained in the group, The clemonts of
production resources are o most gipgnificant group in that they have the
advantage of being susceptible to measurcment,” Studies arc boing made
at thig very moment by +the Department of Stats, Contral Intelligence
Ageney, Dopartment of Cemmerce, and other Gavernment agencics-as well as
the Fational Military Establishment to dotermine the production rasourcos
of this continent. : '

The first clement that we will comsider is "agriculturc,” Tho main
consideration in this eomnection is the dogroc of self-sufficicney, since
& nation that cannot food itsclf is abt a great disadvantage,




In addition to basiec native agrieulbture, Buropcon agriculturs in afric
hag doveloped to a state whore Alrica is self-sufficient in the production
o Hther ¥ us.

n
of foed and is considered to be a neb exporter of gr in and
The léading cxport ersps aro palm kefncls (3% »f world productic
(65%), palm oil (47%), peanuts (14%), wonl (8%), and ¢obton (732).

Q

. In North Africa, ceronls, fruits, and »lives have kboon pratuce
rmany cernturies, In ancient times, this arca was knovm as the - gronary of
Reme, and 4o this day it is an exporter of grain, ¥Wheot and barley are
the principal crops, sre=fourth of the arable land being planted ©o the
lattier, , . Co

Scuth Africa is a producer of wheat, though to o lesscr dogrec thon
cither North Africa or Dgypte Corf is another crop important to the
Union of Scuth Africs and Rhodesis, wherc it is the staff of life for
~illions of natives. This cercal was cxporbed from thesé arocas to
Bizonia in the Fall of 1948,

The United Statcs imports cocon, cotton, jube, sisal, Bon, rubber,
tobacco, poepper, cork and othar sormodities from &friso. Production
figurcs for the differoent torritories arc roported yearly.

Production of cattle is limited in Afrlen. The oxistence of the
tsotse fly in contral and east Africa couses great difficulty in main-
toining these herds. Goats, shcop, and poultry arc mointained by the
pastoral nomadic tribces fourd in the savennah rcegien on the southern
torder of the Sahara,

Mining snd monufacturing arce the gsooond importont clement whon con=
sidering production resources. A country's position with roference to
mineral resources.is nob only doterminecd by its ability to produce basic
minerals, but also by its consumption of those minerals. Tho ratio of
a counbryfs minerael production to ite mincral consumption is baken as
the index of its degros of sclf-sufficicrey. Censumption of tho minerals
of a country gives a clcar indication of its neccds and position in world
affairs,. :

Africa produccs largs quantitics of many row materials without con-
suming them and thus can be comsidersd £o be in an undeveloped industrial
position, ‘ ‘ o ’ o

Dovelopment in mining opd manufasturing is progressing rapidly and 1
is doubtful if any tothor pard of the world 1is changing as fast as corbain
narts of Africa. DMore and sdequate transportation, machinery of all
kinds, improved control of tropical aiscases, and betber health condition
are making possiblc modern centers flor the colloesion and proecessing of
raw matorials ond minerals, Improvement in the distribution of imports
of mamfacturcd goods and serviees from Europc'and America will aid ma-
terially in this develcpment.

LI
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-Several strategic metallic: ard RDomfctallie minerals arc being
producded in large quantitios in Africh. The most important of these ard
mengancse, chromite, pitehblerde, dianonus, graphitce, compor, columbite,
'dntlnony, and tantalite, * The importoncc of thosc commoditics may be
illustrated by the following cxamples. The Unitcd Stotes consumes over
onc=fourth of the worldfs mangancse production, yet produces only 0.5”
of 1t.

v
A

.. Potroleum is fournd at only o fow places in Africe, thc chicf sourcc
being Bgypte. sal is found in quartltlos in the Transvaal anl Iiatal
arcas. It is ostlmatcd that coal reservos varying from 58 to 2CC billion
tons are located in this gencral arca, These conl Aeposits muy orove
To be onc of the countryts most vital nssots, '

Fotential water power may bd regarded as one of Africa’s groatost
rosources. At tho present time, only one hundredth of this vast rescrvoir
is being utilized. Considering tae natural fuel doficienciss, the future
industrial develepment of the continent mey be dotermined by water power
48 an encrgy scurce, it is egtimatéd thot this source of pover is ap-
proximately 180 millior horse power, glvlnb the continent tho second
largest water—pcwor potential in thu world

In the treatment of tho @lement of producticn resources called )
"Services," the discussion will be limited to the fiold of transportation
and commnications. ’

4frica has fower miles of railroad than any other ceontirent. In only
two places do rails span the continent and “both of *hesc ir iss narrow
southigrn parts, Just prior to.World ¥War II, the standard gouge line
across french North Africa frﬂﬁ,Cuusablfmcq te Tunis was completod. The
ambitlous Cape to Cairo scheme of Cecil Rhodes has rnever matorializoed
and perhaps never will, A4 Trans-Saharan railway has beon preposed”
pericdically by the French as a link between Nerth ond Fest Africa, but
for strategic rather than ccoromic purposes

Relling stock as well as roilroands are ruQUL ed 'in the Jurclbnw~nt
of Africals 1nuustr1xl oooncmy ond are included in tho dev olozmonu plons
of all colonies, ‘ .

Sincc almost every railway lifie in Jfricd is inbended 4o sorve morely
as o feeder for a particular port, lincs connceting differsnt colornies
arc all but unheord of. This fact is evitense ¥ the ccon omist immaturity

f this continent, - e
g - ‘

The highway pattern is sinilar. Howover, oll wcather highweys arec
usually less costly and easier to construct than railroads. The fubure
of Africa's commerce and travel may well lic m-ore ir hor roods than in
Ler rivers and railways. Both air ond bus lines arc operating regularly
in most parts of Africa, The air lines will also cssist raterially in the
developrient programe



The important object will be to insure, 1nsof&r as ‘the na,;onul rival-
ries. of the ecoleninl powers will nernit, that” the railwa . and hizhway
notwork is laid with o vicow to the inseorests, not »f each individual celon:
as ot presert, but of africa as 2 whole. OCtherwise there can.be no rabion
development of the sconomic, social, and cultural life of the.peoples of
&Lfrice,

B.Cuie, in an atbompt to sceurc stratogic materinls in Africa, has
gronted the British and Fronch Governnents sizable sunms’ from counterpart
furds for the devolopment of those sources of materlals, ineluding thoe
purchase of equipment and machinery to increase industrial development,

It is well to nobto that the tobal investment in Africa for the past
sevent y-fl"o years has been only ten billion dollars as comparced to
business investments of fifteon billion deollars in onc year in the United
Statas,

Now we will analyzc the politienl controls of this vast land.
Africa, unlike the two Amcrican conbinonts; which consist of many
politically independent states and territories, is mede up of politieally
dependent forritories similar t2 l“-go parts of Asic, In faet, we cornot

compare Africa to Torth America, or even Eurcpe when discussing its
pelitical and ocohomic organization, sinece Africa’actuclly is o group

of sub-centinents, separated by the Schara Dosert, rather than a politica
or ccoromic unit. Onc might say tha% therc are "57 varietios” of politiocn
and occonomic divisions on this socond 1a rgcsu continent on the earth.

Aside from Likeria, Bthiopin, and Egynt, all other African
form part of Zurcpcan centered coleonial ompirss,. Even these in
states do not enjoy all those privileges whieh we commonly assceinte flth
cutonomous countrics, The mest indcpendeént positicn among Afriean tor-
ritories is held by a fourth state, the Union of South Africa. 4lthough
tochnieally a part of the British Commonwoalth cf Hotions, as a torritory
with Dominion status it has oenjoyed complete soverelgnty.w Tho fact that
the Union of South 4friex, like the Dominicn of Ganade or Australia,
determines its own domestic and external affairs and that the cxceution
of these affairs is nct subordinatod teo Great Britain is amply manifested
by South Africa's indepondent doclarstion of war against the hixis Fowers
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ot The boginning of World Foar II,’

The wholo africar coftinent, with the oxcoption ‘of the four political
entitics mentioned abéve, is dircetly sontrolled by five Europoﬂr powers:
Great Britain, Franco, Bplalum, Portugdl, ond Spain. The Italiar colonics
arc in the hands of the Unﬂted Tﬁ‘lons aveliting the decision os to their
disposition.
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Within the Africon continent, four different types of dependent arcos
may be distineuished; namely, the colonies prover, the colonial protee-
torates, protectorates propor, and mardotes,

British Africa, including the Union of South ifrica, covers ovor
ono=fourth of the African continont, with a populaticn of approxinatoly
62,000,000 paople.

It is impossible to draw 2 clear, logical distirction botwecn o
colony and protectorate in the British Empire system, for tho status of
the difforent parts of the Empire has been largely detormined by his-
torical aceident and not regulated by omy definite legal thoorye. The
status and problems of the peoples of these different arcas vary sc
greatly that it woull be impossible to discuss them at this time.

Prior to 1925 British Colonial poliecy in Africa wes that the cclonies
and protectorates should pay their own wew hence coxploitation wns ncecs—
sary. In 1934 the colonics oxportoed over scvonty per cont of their come
moditics to the United Kingdom whilc rcceiving only 48.5% of their imports
from the same source,

The British Empirc sysbém favored indiroet rulc through native tribal
organizations in most arcas, with the excoption of Kenya ard Jgorndo,
The goal of British Administration is solfegoverrment for her colconies
and protectorates.

L now gelf-governing state as large as the Union of South Ldfrica has
been planned, This proposed deminion would include the federation of
Northern and Southern Rhodesic and Hyasaland,

The French territories comprise a larger arecsj howdvor, they con-
tain o much smaller population of approximately 38,000,00C. The French
guite logically made the coastal proviaces of Algeria an integrol part
of metropolitan France, as if the inbtervening sca were but a very largo
river, The Fronch have had no single consistent poliesy applying to all
arcas or for ary great length of time to any arce.

The Frerch colonial system has beon one of assimilébion and ot
independenee, Their appreoach to this problem has been mainly on a cul-
tural basis, French Norocco and Tunisie arc international protectorates,
The coléninl possessions of the Fronch have not been dollar ecarncrs,

however, most of tho exports of the posscessions arc shipped t: francc.

The only posscssionl of Bolpgium, the Belgian Congo, is a large tropical
arca consisting of 918,000 square milss carved out of the heart of the
continent, Eerc wherc Afrida is more nearly the tropienl Africe’we havo
always heard about, live 11,000,00C Bantu mativos governed by 23,0C0
whitcs, the majority of the latbter being Belglans,
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In the Congo the development of o permancnt population in the in-
dustrial arcas is a deliberate aim of policy. Belgium favors indirocet
rule for this colonial posscssion and has always operabed the Songo as
o business-like propositions The Cong: has bocn o dellar earncr for
Belgium and she is depending on this possession for assistance in
sceuring a balancc of trade,

Portugal was the first Buropcan power to aecguire large posscssinns
in 4fricas It still controls ono=cightconth of the area of tho continont
and approximately the same percentage of population, having merce than
7,000,000 peoplc. Portugal hos boen the mest backward of all the colenial
powers, Following the cxample set by France, the pelicy of assimilation
is onforced, not that of indepenfonce for the colonios,

Spanrish colonics will not be treated at this time sinee they are the
least extensive and importent of all Buropncean~-held territorics.

The area over which the spirit of Pan~Africanism broods is that part
of Africa south of the Sahara, which is truly Africa. africs north of
the desert is not the truc Africe, since the lediterrancan is mueh loss
of o bar to interesursc between Lurope and North ifrice thar is the descor
2 bar between lorth Africa and the tropical regions to the southe Almost
all of the land masses and the overwhelming majorith of thé posple of thi
carth arc in the Northern Hemisphere. Conscquently, ifrica, soubh cf the
Sahara and oven the Union of South Africa, despite the vast wealth of her
rosources and increasingly inportant stratcegic seo route betwoorn the East
and Viest, is well away from the human stream flawing broadly around the
top of the world,

Black Africa is not vot roady for solf=govermment in the modern world
It is howcver, ready for preparation for self-government, and this means
o constantly growing partiecipation by Africans in their ovm adminisbratic
Along with this cducation process must go a eonservatison of human rossure
of ifriea through cffective progroms of social welfare, public health,
ard ceonomic development.

But whatever may be the form or forms under which Africs is governed,
the colohial powors must cver kceop in min? that they hold their colonics
in trust, not in servitude, and that their task is to proparc the peoplos
of Africa for ceventual sclf-rule,

Prior to 1929, devclopmont of tho British colonics, protectorstes, ar
mandates was limited to thelr svm resourecs with ceeasisnal assisbance
in the form of guarantoed loans, Tho Colonial Developrient and Welfarc Ac
of 1929 was thc first legislative nrovision feor financial assistance
permitiing Tthem to pursuc active progroms’ for developrment, This act
provided for a maximum cxpenditure of & 1,000,000 from the British Tream
to assist in Colonial dewelopment, In that the United Kingdom had recoge
nized the desirability of developing the potontial rescurces of her
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Aifrican colonies, the development program recgived greater impetus by the

y

passage of the Colonial Devolopmont and Vielfare dots of 1940 ant 19 5

The Cnlonial Dovelopriomt and Welfare LAct of 1040 pf“"l““i o B SU,OOO cco
fund for dcvolopmsnﬁ over o ten-yoor period,

This sum wos s:con reesgnized as dnsufficiont for the eslonial rccuirc-
monts and so in 1645 a now Get was passed providing that the Colonial
Development and Velfars Fund be increased to b 120,000,000, In additicon
to sharing the contrally adrinistered schomes, the Regional alletment
of this fund for colonial borritorics in Africa cnounted t- k 54,850,000,
or 64 poreent of the tobal territorial allogation. The pericd ' of assist-
ance was alsc cxtonded over o lenger periocd, erding Morch 21, 1958, Only
colonies that did not possess resprusitle govoramonts wore c¢ligible for
firancial assistance. The 4Let of 1945 was looked upon with gredt favor
by tho colonies and they preparcd their ownm breoad ten~ycar development
ProOgrams, P”llblcul strcength has been levolonlng through risirg Jationol-
isn. ’ ’

Inorcasing ocxchange 2ifficulties of the United Fingdow nace 1t nccedsary
to modify the céononic plarning policics. Foeed with o dollar shorbage
it was noscessary 45 incrooage calonial prnductinn “f row materials for
exXport, partloularly those commodities that wors llar carners. -

In that, private investrment was not sufficient to dovelsp the Coloninl
torritorics. - Thi Overseas Rosources Developnent et vias paseed on
11 beruury 1948, preoviding for the ostabdblishmont of two public corpor=

ationsg The Cnlonial Doveloupment Corvoratifn, Wwith resources of & 110,000,0CC,

and the C¥orseas Food Corporation with b 55,000,000, making o total of
% 185,000,000, These incividusl orojects arc in additicn to those included
in tho ten-year planse FPrinmary cnl scoondary industrics will be fsstered
in the arcas along with the devolopment cf natural ressurces, transporbation
and communications, and the health Anl 5001 11 prongsq 39 thb riative popu-
iatien, : .

Onc of the projects uader the supervision anld doveloprment of the Over-
scas Food Corporation is the Bast african Groundunuts Scheme, Vur?c*tly
reforred to in the Economist and cther British pericdicals. o

Slr Stafford Cripps, Charcollor of the Excheguer and Nabional Ecomonie
Coordinater stressed the need for African ccenomic devclopront and saide
"The wholc fubture of the sterling group and its ability to survive doponids
in my view upon a. quick ard exbtensive wc"ﬂlcpmcdt of cur African ros-urcoes.”

The Freneh Develcpment plans have not advanced os rapidly as thesc of
the British. The Monnet iodernization and Egquipment Plan is bosically
2 toneycar development plan, which includes the Freneh Oveorseas Territories.
This plan is boscd on the full utilization =T local regourcos. uqch Lor-
ritory is to be guided Sowarl ibg optimunm levelopmens in Lerms of its
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ceonemic ond human pﬂSSlblllthSe The primc essontial of thn nl,“ is
‘based on giving the torritories the nccessary; modern qulpm,gtn The
groat advantage of this program for the lseal populations is that they
will no® have to acourmulate gradually, by their own patient productisn:
cfforts, the investmont and equinment required for uovolcpﬂcvlu ~morations,
The realization of the »lan will require two fiveeycar porisds and the
plan is based upon private investmont taking ot least oncethirl <I tho
financial load. The Frénch Coloniazl areas have not ben dollar carners
for mebropolitan France, thus it is vital thot the uCVCluDﬂ’Fu plﬁn~
be uffootlvc as soon as passiblo.

Unlikc tho dovolopm,“t plaus of the Dritish and Fronch, the Ten-Year
Dovelopment Flan for the Belgion Congs was esbtablished in 1948 by the
Congo Government itself, with the sanction of Belgium, This plan in-
cludos thosg features ained at o balanced development in all phases of
es3lonial life over the spoeified pericd, The plans of action for tho:
Belgion Conge for preduction anticipate o con Jsiderable develapmont in
the wholc cconomie systeom. Mach of this effort is aimed ot raising the
-standard of living of the nabtives; however, the development in produdtion
depends cn the expansion of means of transpert, harbor installationsg
and power produsticm,e a : -

The Belgians have never thought in terms of native self-zrvernmont as
tho ultimate aim for the poopulation of the Solg -ian Congo, ner have they
thought in terms of assimilatior. cither. Since %he Cohge has always
operated as .o business proposition; the ceonomic paliey « bnl*ul +to it
provides for non=-d \iscrimination and the open door. This arca is 4 dollar
carneor anl much progrossvhds been nade in allhphasos =1 development

. -

Since the days of their discovery, Partuguese ucrrlt@r_,s in Africa
havs been cxn101tcd in the solc interest of Partu %1. - In goneral, modeofry
Porbugucsc policy is dirccted towards full uSulﬂll on of the colonies,
like that of France, .

Beonoric penetration of ufrlu& Ty Portuguesc cntcranSu has beon
slight. Partugal hos alse besn the most boaclorard of the colonial powers
naving intorcsts in Afrieca in the preparation of development plansa
Although devclopmernt plans for these territorics arc’ on paper, Sibert
Qe h“lsel in kis bosk "ifricas | Tacts and Forvensts,” puLllsheﬂ ir 1043
stated, "iny improvemont in nwtl"c conditiens in these” (Portuguese)
rogiors must arisc clithor from o "ha gc in soverelgnty or 2 change in
the povernment of Portugel itscl?.’ B : ‘

It is guestiorable whethor the now developments in afriecc can
rapidily moke good the loss of old Europearn positicns in the For East,
- however, these Cevelopment programs. w1ll andoubtedly e more ‘suecessiul
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if they are underwritten by the States of Western Furspe in cooperabie:
with ¢ach other. Sinece a lﬁrbe pért of the African Continent is un?or

the sovercipgnty of Western Furope, united development of ifrican rosourcas
for Turcpecan use will in turn raisc the standards of onc of the world's
hitherto depressced arcas.

The Economié¢ Cncperation Administration sent working groups into the
British, French, Belgian, and other arcas to determinc the problons
bearing directly in the field of ceonomis and soeial development of
this area. The E.R.P. financial assistance will be ~f great value in
gstimulating the development progroms.

The British Colories and French Possessions in 4friea proved ox-
tremoly valuable to the United Kinglom and the United States as stratoegic
bases during “orld War 11, Bocmuso af the preosent uncértainty of retaining
control of the Mediterranean or ecvon of “festorn Europc, shhuld a sulden
attack come before “Jestorn Union capabilitics are improved, thesce coleonial
African posscessions would again beeome oritical bases from which to initiatc
counter action. .

In conclusion, the political and oconcmic changes that ~ro taking place
in Africa, give it an importance to the medern world that rivals and cveon-
tually will surpass its high place in the history of ancicnt ormires,

Western Burspe espeeially is looking o its afriean pussessions to -
provide morce food and new scurces of raw nmaborials for their industrics
as weil as an outlet for its cxcess population.

bl 4

Since Africal's position, Heogruohically, is coniral in relation %o
political and cconcmic forces, this lard mass plays o wery lmportant part
in world streategy.

The United Statos is warking foverishly to <btain corunin stroategic
materials reguired by indusiry oo maintain our ceoncomie position.  Afriea
can provide us with increzsing an~unts ol thesc materials in the fubure.

S0, Africé is 4 ied not anly to have its plaec in “he sun, in the

astin
litoral sonse, but to »nlay an cver incrcasing rols in the worlldls ceonomic
and politieal affairs,

{11 April 1949-.¥30)
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