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?bxico, etc. T szid thet if the President took the action *hreaiened,
4t world only make paltent to everybody what pretty much everybody
already knew and would create a great political row, arnd, finally, it
woculd be absurd,

"T think the President realiized this in a cooler moment.
Nothing further was said to him about the matter, rnor did he again
1T

cmentlon it. But I, Breckinridee directed me to caution tho Har
College~-"

Which, at that time, was really the War Plans Division of the
Har Deparument CGereral Staff-

"o learmouflage! **s work. It resulted in nracbically no further
cfficial studles

That, to my mind, is really an amaz*n~ thing, That Fut;ened
not so long ago-<in 1915, Here vas ’t.he* President of the Thiied States
shocked at the idea thati onybedy in ashinvton was considering o
planning for a possible war srith Geovwany, which we got into two years”
later., This reflected, T am sure, nouv all of American public cpinion,
but, ecertoinly, lr., ?1&501 wes ne dullard, and he certzinly reflected
a 7"'~e segment of American public cpinion with respeet te the "perfidy"
of military »lanning,

Ty was it that way? Yhy did the public have such a peint of
view? liy second story, I believe, will illustrate this point.

¥y first conmtact with the vhole business of public opirdon, at
least my first conscious conmboct with it, -occurred quite a fewr yeors
ago vhen I wes the G-2 and G-3 of the Fnilinpine Division stetioned ot
rort MeXinley in the Philipnines. Ve hed no public relaticons cfficer
in those deys. Yie verc not very lush in our staff. So I wes neot only
the G-2 bubt alsec the G-3 and the rublic relaticons officer of the division,

Cne cvening, at about ten ofclock, I had a call from the editor
of the leading ianila newspanere. I knew hlr ordiy slightly. He said
that he had just copened a "letizsr Lo the editor" in which the vritor
complained that we had an epidenic of infantile paralysis 2% Fert
HeKinley, that we were doing nothing about it, that we were sending our
children into the schools ¢f ¥Manila, and that we were therceby cndangor-
ing the lives of the children of Manila. He asked me what it was all
about, vhether there wos any truth o it, I assvred nim thet we had no
epidemic reoally and said, "Just weilt & fow minutes. I1'11 check with the
doctor and co 11 ou back ard let you knowa" :

Thon, 2s I hung up, I though®t I hed better chock with the
Chiaf of Staff to sec if thare was any possible objection to doing this,

3
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