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Dr. Philip ~. Mosely, Director, the Russian Institute, Columbia 
University,'was born at Westfieldo Massachusetts, on 21 September 
1905. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Harvard College 
in 1926 and a Ph.D. degree from Harvard University in 1933. In 1926 
to 1928 he studied at Cambridge Ur~iversity in ~ngland, and in Paris. 
In 1930 to 1932 he carried on historical research in Moscow, under 
a fellowship from Harvard University. In 1935 to 1936 and again in 
the summer of 1938 he conducted research on peasant life in the ~alkan 
countries, under a fellowship of the Social Science Research Council. 
He was an instructor in history at Princeton University, 1929 to 
1930, and at Union College in 1933 to 1935. Before the war he was 
assis%ant, later associate professor of History at Cornell University. 
During the war he servel as chief of the Division of Territorial 
Studies in the Department of State, was a member of the U. S. Dele- 
gation t o  t he  Moscow C o n f e r e n c e  i n  1943 and  the  Po t sdam C o n f e r e n c e  
i n  1945~ s e r v e d  as  d e p u t y  U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on t h e  U. S, D e l e g a -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  ~ u r o p e a n  A d v i s o r y  Commiss ion i n  London i n  1944 to  I945  
and  was a p o l i t i c a l  a d v i s e r  on t h e  U. S. D e l e g a t i o n  to  t h e  C o u n c i l  
o f  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  i n  1945 t o  1946. S i n c e  I 1946 Dr. Mose ly  h a s  been 
P r o f e s s o r  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  R u s s i a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y  and  i s  now D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  
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DR. P~ICBLEY: I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e r i e s  on the  S o v i e t  Union t o  
d a t e  we have l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s ,  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  b a c k -  
ground,  and the  deve lopment  of  the  S o v i e t  economy. To a r r i v e  a t  a 
f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  R u s s i a ,  we have a sked  our  s p e a k e r  t o d a y  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h e  R u s s i a n  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s ,  and any p e r t i n e n t  f a c t o r s  
t e n d i n g  e i t h e r  t o  u n i t y  o r  ~ d i s u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  Yrom h i e  
b i o g r a p h y  you have l e a r n e d  t h a t  he i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - q u a l i f i e d  to  
speak on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  will suffice f o r  me to  s a y  
t h a t  i t  i s  a p l e a s u r e  to  i n t r o d u c e  the  D i r e c t o r  o f  t he  R u s s i a n  I n s t i -  
t u~e  o f  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  Dr.  P h i l i p  E. Mose ly .  Dr. Mosely .  

DR. M0SELY: I thank  yc~ ,  Genera l  Holman and Dr.  R e i c h l e y ,  f o r  
you r  v e r y  f i n e  welcome.  Members o f  t he  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  
Armed F o r c e s  and g u e s t s :  I have been g i v e n  a v e r y  b i g  a s s i g n m e n t  and 
I am go ing  t o  be r a t h e r  d o , e r i c  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o v e r  i t .  I am s u r e  t h e  
more d o ~ a t i c  I am, t h e  b e t t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  we w i l l  have a f t e r v a r d s ,  so  
t h e r e  i s  some co mp en sa t i o n  i n  b e i n g  d o ~ n a t i c .  

I want  t o  s a y  a few words a b o u t  the  R u s s i a n  p e o p l e  and some of  
t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as  t h e y  have shown them i n  the  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  
and then  go on t o  d i s c u s s  some o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  make f o r  u n i t y  o f  
p u r p o s e  and a c t i o n  be tween  t h e  r eg ime  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e ;  a l s o  some o f  
the  f a c t o r s  t h a t  make f o r  dim~l-~ty and which,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
may, p l a y  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  the  s t r e n g t h  of  the regime 
i n  a s s e r t i n g  i t s  w i l l  i n  t h e  wor ld .  

One t h i n g  we have  to  re~ember  a b o u t  t h e  R u s s i a n  p e o p l e  i s  t h a t  
t h e i r  g e n e r a l  o u t l o o k  on l i f e  was formed a l o n g  t i m e  ago .  I t  was 
formed a t  t h e  t ime vhen ~ e r i c a  was J u s t  b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  and s e t t l e d .  
Many of  the  t h i n g s  abou t  R u s s i a  which seem to  u s  v e r y  s t r a n g e  t od£y  
have ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  been  v e r y  f a m i l i a r  t o  ~ A s s i a n s  i n  t he  p a s t .  

One f u r t h e r  f a c t o r  I want  to  men t ion  r i g h t  away i s  t h a t  the  
E u r o p e a n i : s a t i o n  o f  R u s s i a ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  b u i l d i n g u p  a s o c i a l  and 
c u l t u r a l  backg round  c l o s e r  t o  t h a t  o f  t he  c e n t r a l  and w e s t e r n  ~uropean  
p e o p l e s ,  began l a t e  and was i n t e r r u p t e d  e a r l y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  was In- 
c o m p l e t e .  I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f rom the  t ime when 
ser fdom was a b o l i s h e d  i n  1861,  R u s s i a  began t o  d e v e l o p  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  
of a European t y p e  of s o c i e t y ,  began  t o  overcome the  c a s t e  s y s t e m  b y  
which o c c u p a t i o n s  were  d e t e r m i n e d  by b i r t h  and t o  d e v e l o p  a w i d e r  range  
o f  f ree~om o f  movement b e tween  d i f f e r e n t  c a s t e s ,  so  t h a t  p e a s a n t s  c o u l d  
r i s e  more e a s i l y  i n t o  b o t h  t he  b u s i n e s s  c l a s s  and t h e  o f f i c i a l  c l a s s .  
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~ t  t h i s  p e r i o d  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by  the S o v i e t  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  19~7, and 
by  1 9 3 3 . - I  t h i n k  i f  we want to  choose  a y e a r - - w e  can say  t h a t  a new 
c a s t e  sys t em,  c o n t r a s t i n g  w i t h  the  f r e e r ,  w e s t e r n  t y p e  o f  s o c i e t y ,  had 
a g a i n  c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n  R u s s i a .  Some o f  t he  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  
E u r o p e a n i z a t i o n  (1861-1917)  were g r e a t e r  f reedom of  though t  and g r e a t e r  
f r eedom o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  an a t t e m p t  to  b u i l d  a s o c i e t y  more l i k e  t h a t  o f  
w e s t e r n  Europe ,  To a l a r g e  e x t e n t  the  S o v i e t  r e v o l u t i o n  d i s c a r d e d  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  E u r o p e a n i z e d  u p p e r  c l a s s ,  which had t aken  .form a t  t he  t ime 
be tween  P%ter  the  Grea t  and 1917. What was l e f t  was a g r e a t  mass o f  
p e o p l e  who had p r e v i o u s l y  been v e r y  l i t t l e  t ouched  by EuropeAn con-  
c e p t s  and who were now g i v e n  a k i n d  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  which i n c r e a s i n g l y ,  
a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  the  F i r s t  F i v e - Y e a r  P l a n  and t he  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  
collectivization, tried to isolate the people from western influences. 

Now what was t h i s  o l d  Moscov i t e  a t t i t u d e  which s u r v i v e d  among t he  
mass o f  the  p e o p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  p e a s a n t s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  
o f  ~ u r o p e a n i z a t i o n  of  the  u p p e r  c l a s s  and which has  c o n t i n u e d  t o  the  
p r e s e n t  moment a s  a s u b s t r a t u m  o f  the  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o u t l o o k  among the  
mass of  t h e  p e o p l e  down to  t he  p r e s e n t  t ime? One f a c t o r  i s  t h e  t e n d e n c y  
t o  l o o k  a t  l i f e  as  a whole ,  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e  must 
be i n  harmony w i t h  a s i n g l e  c e n t r a l i z e d  p u r p o s e .  In  o l d  Moscovy, t h i s  
c e n t r a l  c o n c e p t  was a u t o c r a c y ,  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  Or thodox Church 
and o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and t he  two were c o n s i d e r e d  one. A new o r t h o d o x y  i s  
i n s i s t e d  upon t o d a y  by  the  regime and,  w h i l e  the  p e o p l e  mmy o r  may no t  
l i k e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  i t ,  t h e y  do no t  deny the  r i g h t  o f  t h e  regime 
to  i n s i s t  on o r t h o d o x y  and c o n f o r m i t y  to  i t  even i n  m a t t e r s  o f  g r e a t  
de tail. 

This  t a k e s  forms which a r e  somet imes  a l i t t l e  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  u s .  
For  example,  when P e t e r  the  Grea t  wanted to  emphas ize  t he  r e fo rm o f  
R u s s i a  or  a t  l e a s t  i t s  uppe r  c l a e s ,  the  c l a s s  which d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t e d  
the  regime a ~ l  was t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  i t s  r u l e ,  he h i m s e l f  t ook  a p a i r  
o f  s c i s s o r s  and began c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  b e a r d s  o f  t h e  o ld  ~uobles of  t he  
M o s c o v i t e  t y p e .  He a l s o  cu t  o f f  t he  l o n g  s l e e v e s  o f  the  n o b l e s '  gowns 
in  o r d e r  to  make them adop t  a w e s t e r n  t y p e  o f  d r e s s  and t h e  w e s t e r n  
habit of shaving. That may seem a ridiculous thing, b~t people in 
P e t e r l e  day were e i t h e r  f a n a t i c a l l y  i n  f a v o r  of  h i s  a t t i t u d e  on b e a r d s  
or  t h e y  were f a n a t i c a l l y  opposed  to  i t .  Some o f  them were so opposed  
to  i t  t h a t  t h e y  a l l o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be  s e n t  to  p r i s o n  r a t h e r  than 
a c c e p t  the  change .  That  would seem r i d i c u l o u s  t o  us  b e c a u s e  we assume,  
on t h e  whole ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  conform to  cus toms b e c a u s e  t h e y  Want to  and 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  harmony w i t h  t he  p e o p l e  aro~md them, 
r a t h e r  than  a c c e p t i n g  the  i d e a  t h a t  t he  government  s h o u l d  impose a 
d e f i n i t e  s t a n d a r d .  
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This same type of emphasis upon even external details can be 
i l l u s t r a t e d  a lso  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  p e r i o d .  For  example ,  in t h e  p e r i o d  when 
t he  p r o l e t a r i a n  n a t u r e  o f  the  regime was emphas ized ,  r o u g h l y  down to  
1935,  government  o f f i c i a l s  r e f r a i n e d  from s h a v i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  days  a t  
a t ime  o r  shaved on ly  once a week b e c a u s e  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  'more i n  
harmony w i t h  the  p r o l e t a r i a n  regime t o  come t o  the  o f f i c e  unshaven ,  
a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h o u t  a n e c k t i e .  When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  R u s s i a  i n  
1930, I found that it was a little inconvenient to wear a felt hat be- 
cause the felt hat was regarded as a sign of a foreigner. It meant 
also that I would be followedmore easily by the police because of 
wearin~ a hat. They also thought you were trying to cultivate 
"bourgeois" ways by wearing a hat. So after a few weeks I bought 
myself a Russian cap and only put on my old felt hat again the day 
I left Russia. 

A f t e r  1935 t h i s  t y p e  of  e x t e r n a l  c o n f o r m i t y  was r e v e r s e d  s u d d e n l y .  
A d e c r e e  was i s s u e d  t h a t  an o f f i c i a l  would - be p u n i s h e d  ' i f  he came t o  
the  o f f i c e  unshaven .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  
r a z o r b l a ~ e s  i n  R u s s i a  i s  no t  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  when e n f o r c i n g  t h a t  

d e c r e e .  S ince  then ,  t h e  n e c k t i e - - w h i c h  had been  r e g a r d e d  as a s i g n  o f  
"bourgeois" sympathies and hence of potential disaffection from the 
regime--suddenly was required of all officials. At the present time 
in Moscow if an official comes from the outlying regions and does not 
have a necktie--whlch is still an article of luxury in Russia--the 
secretary hasneck~ies in the lower drawer of her desk which she lends 
to visiting officials without neckties so they will be able to go in 
and have their interviews with the higher officials. 

I men t ion  t h i s  d e t a i l  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  one o f  t h e  minor  e x t e r n a l  
s igns  of  t h i s  s t r o n g  a c c e p t a n c e  o f ,  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h ,  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  
symbols  and of  t he  i n s i s t e n c e  upon a l l  a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r .  The p e o p l e  
a re  c o n d i t i o n e d  by t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t he  p a s t  t o  a c c e p t  the n o t i o n  t h a t  
a s t r o n g  regime has t h e  r i g h t  and t he  d u t y  t o  demand c o n f o r m i t y .  That  
does  no t  mean t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  R u s s i a n s  a c t i v e l y  approve  ~ o f  each  d e t a i l .  
On the  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  R u s s i a n s  a re  the  most  g rumbl ing  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  wor ld .  
They have a lways  grumbled  a g r e a t  d e a l .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e y  have 
n e v e r  f e l t ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  do v e r y  much 
a b o u t  i t ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  which p r e p a r e d  the  way f o r  the  r e v o l u t i o n s  
o f  1905 and 1917. So f a r  as  g rumbl ing  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  the  R u s s i a n s  have  
a lways  had the  r i g h t  t o  g rumble .  So t he  c o n c e p t  o f  a regime which  l a y s  
down the  on ly  a c c e p t a b l e  dogma on l i n g u i s t i c s ,  on t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
of  each  me, J o r  p o i n t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  which d e t e r m i n e s  what  p e o p l e  s h a l l  see  
and r ead ,  and,  so  f a r  as  p o s s i b l e ,  w h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  t h i n k ,  i s  u n d e r s t a n d -  
a b l e  to  R u s s i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h a t  o l d e r ,  more ~ a r o p e a n i z e d  g roup  
was l a r g e l y  swept  a s i d e  o r  e m i g r a t e d ,  and was d e p r i v e d  o f  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  
w i t h i n  R u s s i a  w i t h i n  abou t  10 o r  12 y e a r s  a f t e r  t he  r e v o l u t i o n  
o c c u r r e d .  
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Another  f a c t o r  which has  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  the  a t t i t u d e  
o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s  i s  t h e i r  r a t h e r  h igh  degree  of  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t he  West. 
~h i s  i g n o r a n c e  was l e a s t  f e l t  du r ing  t h a t  eEuropean" p e r i o d  o f  
B :a s s t a l s  h i s t o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  two g e n e r a t i o n s  before the 
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  1917, b u t  i t  was a f a c t o r  even t hen .  I t  l e a d s  u l t i m a t e l y  
or  a t  the  same t ime t o  an e x c e s s i v e l y  r o s y  p i c t u r e  o f  the  West o r  to  
an e x c e s s i v e l y  b l a c k  p i c t u r e  o f  the  West.  I s h o u l d  say  t h a t  i t  seldom 
h i t s  the  mark. Thus R u s s i a n  e s c a p e e s  or  d e f e c t o r s  who come a c r o s s  the  
l i n e  t o d a y  a c t u a l l y  assume t h a t  i n  New York t h e r e  a r e  a few p a l a c e s  
f o r  the  v e r y  w e a l t h y ,  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  p e o p l e  a r e  more " or l e s s  camping 
ou t  on the  ba re  ground,  and t h a t  t h o s e  p a l a c e s  a r e  the  o n l y  hous ing  
available for the mas~ of the people. Even in the highest ranks Soviet 
Russians have great difficulty in understanding the difference between 
their own system and ours. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no member o f  the  P o l i t b u r o  t o d a y  who has  
l i v e d  a b r o a d  i n f o r m a l l y  and f o r  any l e n g t h  o f  t ime and i n  c l o s e  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  p e o p l e  i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  the  
c o n s t a n t  mis Jud~nen t s  which t h e y  form of  the  o u t s i d e  wor ld .  The i r  
w o r s t  mis judgments  r e l a t e  to  the  p s y c h o l o g y  of o t h e r  p e o p l e s ,  and 
t h e i r  b e s t  Judgments  p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e  to  the  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  power o f  
o t h e r  p e o p l e s  and r e g i m e s .  

The S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d  the  a c t i o n s  of  p e 6 p l e  ab road  as a whole ,  
J u s t  as  t hey  t r y  to  r e g a r d  e v e r y t h i n g  t hey  do as  d e r i v i n g  from a s i n g l e  
p l a n ,  a s i n g l e  u l t i m a t e  c e n t e r  o f  c o n t r o l  and i m p e t u s .  The i d e a  t h a t  
a s o c i e t y  can be o r g a n i z e d  l i k e  o u r s ,  w i t h  a v e r y  wide range  of  i n i t i -  
a t i v e s ,  w i t h  many f o r c e s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  v iews  b o t h  to  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  
and the  e x e c u t i v e ,  and e v o l v i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  p o l i c y  
out  o f  a g i v e - a n d - t a k e  of  c o n f l i c t i n g  v iews and i n t e r e s t s ,  i s  i n  com- 
p r e h e n s i b l e  to  them. When an e d i t o r i a l  a p p e a r s  i n  an A m e r i c a n p a p e r  
a t t a c k i n g  one of  our  l e a d e r s ,  t he  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  assume,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  s imp ly  a d e v i c e ,  an a t t e m p t  to  p r e t e n d  t h a t  we have f r e e -  
dom of  speech ,  an a t t e m p t  to  p rove  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i n g l e  p l a n ,  w e l l  
t h o u g h t  ou t  i n  advance .  The i d e a  t h a t  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  made from day to  
day an@ t h a t  we muddle throu@h, w i t h  a t  l e a s t  as  much muddl ing as  our  
B r i t i s h  f ~ i e n d s ,  i s  s imp ly  a b h o r r e n t  t o  t h e i r  ~ y  o f  t h i n k i n g  and to  
t h e i r  sys t em,  which assumes t h a t  no a c t i o n  s h o ~ d  be w i t h o u t  pu rpose  
and w i t h o u t  r e l a t i o n  to  the  c e n t r a l  p u r p o s e ,  which i s  to  s t r e n g t h e n  the  
reg ime a t  home and a b r o a d .  

The Soviet leaders believe that there is a Politburo of America. 
To it they attribute a unity of purpose which, they believe, is con- 
cealed b y  the  d i s p l a y  a p p a r e n t  d i v e r g e n c e s ,  c r o s s - p u r p o s e s ,  c o n t r a -  
d i c t o r y  a c t i o n s  and h e s i t a t i o n s ,  which we s ee  i n  the  d i s o r d e r l y  bu t  
e f f e c t i v e  p r o c e s s  of  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n  a democracy.  The S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  
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d o u b t l e s s  sa~  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  much more h o n e s t  t h a n  we b e c a u s e  t h e y  a d m i t  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a P o l i t b u r o  and  t h a t  i t  does  make a l l  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  
a n d  even  many d e c i s i o n s  o f  d e t a i l ,  and t h a t  t h i s  P o l i t b u r o  i s  e v e n  p h o t o -  
g r a ~ h e & c n c e  i n  a w h i l e - - n o t  i n  i t s  m e e t i n g s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  o n  p u b l i c  
occasions. Its membership is actually announced from time to time-- 
e v e r y  o n c e  i n  a w h i l e  a l i s t  o f  i t s  membersh ip  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t .  
Whereas  we a r e  much more s u b t l e ,  t h e y  wou ld  s a y ,  b e c a u s e  our  P o l i t b u r o  
i s  o p e r a t i n g  somewhere  where  y o u  c a n n o t  f i n d  i t .  I t s  c o n c e a l m e n t  and  
d e c e p t i o n  a r e  s o  c o m p l e t e  t h a t  y o u  ~ n n o t  p u t  y o u r  f i n g e r  on i t ,  and  
t h a t  shows we a r e  much c l e v e r e r  t h a n  t h e y .  

AnOther  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  West can  be  i l l u s t r a t e d  
f rom a l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t  which  o c c u r r e d  t o  me when we w e r e  n e g o t i a t i n ~  
on t h e  t r e a t i e s  o f  p e a c e  w i t h  I t a l y  end  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  c o u n t r i e s .  Mr. I ~ , ~ ,  
now our  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  I t a l y ,  was  ou r  d e p u t y  f o r  t h e  t r e a t i e s  and  I was 
h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  On one o c c a s i o n  when a r a t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  m a t t e r  was coming  
up ,  Mr. D ~  had  a v i s i t  f r o m  an o l d  f r i e n d  who s t a y e ~  u n t i l  t h e  ~ e r y  
t ime  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g .  We c o u l d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  s ~ e n d a  i n  t h e  c a r  b e c a u s e  
i t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a s o u n d p r o o f  w~n~cw. We came i n t o  t h e  m e e t i n g ;  t h e  S o v i e t  
d r a f t  was p u t  i n .  On t h e  f a c e  o f  i t ,  i t  l o o k e d  p r e t t y  good ,  b u t  t h e r e  
were  a f ew  c a t c h e s  i n  i t  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s .  I n  h i s  
r e s p o n s e  M r .  Dunn b e ~ n  t o  a c c e p t  ~ t ,  and  I f e l t  t h a t  i t  was~ s i m p l y  due 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t  h ad  t i m e  t o  go o v e r  i t  and  r e f r e s h  h i s  
memory on i t .  So I w r o t e  o n  a l i t t l e  p a d ,  "We c a n ' t  t a k e  t h i s , "  and  p u t  
i t  o v e r  i n  f r o n t  of  him.  W i t h o u t  s t~pp ing ,  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  he  q u i e t l y .  
w i t h d r e w  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  and  s a i d  t h a t  "we w o u l d  be  g l a ~  t o  s t u d ~  t h i s  
p r o p o s a l  f u r t h e r . "  

f e w  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  we h a d  i n t e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t e a .  One o f  t h e  members 
o f  t h e  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n  came a l o n g  w i t h  me, arm i n  a rm ,  t o  go t o  t e a .  
The f a c t  t h a t  we c o u l d  t a l k  R u s s i a n  f r e e l y  made them ~ l w a y s  i n c l i n e d  t o  
s e e k  ou t  i n f o r m a l  o c c a s i o n s  l i k e  t h a t  t o  c h a t  a b o u t  t h i n g s .  As we went  
i n t o  t h e  n e x t  room t o  ~ e t  a cup o f  t e a ,  he  s a i d  t o  me, q o w  I know who 
y o u  a r e .  You a r e  t h e  c o n t r o l . "  I n  t h e  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n s ,  e x c e p t  t h e  
v e r y  h i g h e s t  o n e s ,  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  a v e r y  i n c o n s p i c u o u s  f e l l o w  who s i t s  
behind the principal speaker and from time tO time passes him slips of 
p a p e r .  He. is t h e  " c o n t r o l . "  

I g n o r a n c e  a b o u t  t h e  West  some t imes  l e a d s  t o  m i s J u ~ m e n t s  a s  t o  
w h a t  p r o p ~ a n ~  m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  t h e  West  t o  show t o  t h e i r  own p e o p l e .  F o r  
exa~ple, abo~t ~;wo y e a r s  ago the Soviet cultural authorities b o ~ h t  a 
f i l m  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  s h o ~ n ~  1 ~  h o u s i n E  and  i m -  
p r o v e d  modern  h o u s i n g .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  R u s s i a n s  c u t  o u t  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  
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of  i t  and used  o n l y  the  f i r s t  p a r t - - t h e  " b e f o r e "  p i c t u r e s  i n s t e a d  of  
t h e  " a f t e r ,  p i c t u r e s - - i n  o r d e r  to  show i t  as  " t y p i c a l "  hous ing  i n s t e a d  
of  p r e s e n t i n g  i t  as  some o f  the  wors t  hous ing  t h a t  we have i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y .  They began to  show t h i s  f i l m - - t h a t  i s  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of  t he  
f i l m ,  the  " b e f o r e "  s e c t i o n - - t o  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s  as a s h o r t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
impress  upon them the  " o p p r e s s i o n ,  back of  t h i s  p o v e r t y  i n  Amer ica .  
They happened to show p i c t u r e s  o f  Ha r l e~  where,  of  c o u r s e ,  hous ing  i e  
o u t r a g e o u s l y  poor .  As thew began to  d i s p l a y  the  p i c t u r e ,  an a u d i b l e  
c a t c h i n g  o f  b r e a t h s  went t h rough  the  e n t i r e  audience~ What impres sed  
the  a u d i e n c e  i n  Moscow was not  the  bad hous ing .  They were ~ r a t h e r  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  k ind  of  hous ing ,  which c o v e r s  a lmos t  90 p e r c e n t  o f  
Mqscow. But the  t h i n g  t h a t  impressed  them was the  c l o t h e s l i n e  s t r u n g  
a c r o s s  t he  a l l e y w a y s  wi th  a l l  the  c l o t h i n g  hung bu t .  They s a i d ,  " t h e s e  
must be r i c h  p e o p l e .  Look a t  a l l  the  c l o t h i n g .  ~ v ,  t h e y  have s e v e r a l  
s h i r t s ! "  So the  f i n n  was not  shown e l s ewhere  i n  ~he c o u n t r y ,  a c c o r d i n g  
to t h e  r e p o r t  Which r e a ched  me t h r o u g h  an e x - ~ o v i e t  c i t i z e n .  

A s i m i l a r  problem a r o s e  when l l y a  I h r e n h u r g ,  a v e r y  t a l e n t e d  
J o u r n a l i s t ,  r e t u r n e d  to  R u s s i a  from a v i s i t  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  1947. 
At a p u b l i c  l e c t u r e ,  t o  which about  2,000 p e o p l e  t u r n e d  o u t ,  in¢lu~l ing 
an American f r i e n d  of  mine,  the  t h i n g  t h a t  Wh~enburg ~mnted to  show 
was how d e c a d e n t  Jbaer ica  had become. So he s a i d .  ~ t h e y  a r e  eo 
d e c a d e n t  and l a z y  t h a t ,  even i f  t h e y  want a package  of  c i g a r e t t e s ,  t h e y  
go t  i n  a c a r  to  go to  t h e  c o r n e r  to  g e t  i t .  ~he¥ even go to  t h e  movies 
i n  ~ e a r  and s i t  i n  a c a r  to  watch the  m o v i e s . "  ~he a u d i e n c e  l i s t e n e d  
openmouthed. ~he¥ had no c o n c r e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  nmnber of  e a r s  i n  
£ m e r i c a  a t  the  d i s p o s a l  of  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  American f a u i l i e s .  
7o say  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  over  30 miZ l ton  c a r s  i n  a c o u n t r y  ~oe8 no t  have 
any  d i r e c t  impac t .  ~klt when ~hrenburg  s a i d  t h a t  p e o p l e  ~ e  t h e i r  o ~  
c a r s  t o  go to  the  m o v i e s ,  t h a t  was an i l l u s t r a t i o n  t o  t ~ e  S o v i e t  peop le  
of  the  d A f f e r e n o e  i n  t h e  z t a n d a r d  of  l i v i n g  and  ha~ a g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  
t han  Zl~renburgt who h a ~  spen t  the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of  h i e  a d n l t  l i f e  i n  
P a r s  u, c o u l d  fo  r e e e e .  

One o f  the  R~ e e t sn  f e a t u r e s  w h t ~  I w i l l  men t ion  l~iein_y nov i s  
. t h e  m ~ t t e r  of  t o l e r s n c e  e~d a c c e p t a n c e  o f  h s ~ d e h t p .  ~he Ru~eism p e o p l e  
have endured  v e r y  g r e a t l y ~  i n  e v e r y  war t h e y  have e u f f e r e d .  I f  i t  had 
no t  been f o r  t h e  g r e a t  l o e s e e  of  t h e  F i r s t  World War, t h e  l o s z o s  of  
c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n - - w h i c h  was a k i n d  of  c i v i l  war c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n -  
ment a g a i n s t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  from 1929 to  1 9 ~ - - a n d  t h e  l o s s e s  o f  t h e  
Second World War, Ii3zssia would P r e ~ b l y  have a p o p u l a t i o n  of  a roun~ 
275 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  t od~¥  i n s t e a d  of  ~00 m i l l i o n ,  or  ~us t  over  200 
m i l l i o n ,  which ~8 t h e  b e e t  e s t i m a t e  we can make. I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  
e v e n t s  o f  the  l a s t  40 y e a r s  have me,to a d i f f e r e n c e  of  75 m i l l i o n  l i v e z ,  
b o t h  i n  b i r t h s  which f a i l e d  to  o c c u r  and i n  a ~ t u a l  ~ e a t h s ,  and more of  
t h o s e  d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  f r o n t  t h a n  on t h e  m i l i t a r y .  ~he 
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R u s s i a n  p e o p l e  have endured  t h a t .  During the  w a r  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  
a m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  d i e d  of  hunger  i n  L e n i n g r a d  a l o n e  a n d  n o t h i n g  happened.  
They went t h rough  t h a t .  At t imes  of  c r i s e s  the  SOvie t  Government has  
s imp ly  s a i d ,  mThere i s n  I t  any f ood  f o r  t h i s  o r  t h a t  c i t y  b e c a u s e  i t  i 8  
not  an i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y ;  i t  i s  on ly  a c o u n t y  s e a t ,  en a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i v e  c e n t e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w i l l  have to  make out  w i t h  what i t  can 
f i n d  a round  i t .  I t  w i l l  n o t  g e t  any f o o d  from our  c e n t r a l  r e s e r v e s . "  
That  has  been t a k e n .  

Another  f a c t o r  which  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  and which i s  R u s s i a n  more than  
S o v i e t ,  i s  t h e  r a t h e r  s t r i k i n g  a b s e n c e  of  n a t i o n a l  h a t r e d s  and r e s e n t -  
ments  or  d i s l i k e s .  The R u s s i a n s  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  shown a g r e a t  
c a p a c i t y  to  a c c e p t  o t h e r  p e o p l e s  end to  l i v e  w i t h  them. T h e  S o v i e t  
p h i l o s o p h y  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y  p rob lem i s  b a s e d  on an u n d e r l y i n g  s e n s e  
o f  t o l e r a n c e  among t h e  o r d i n a r y  R u s s i a n s  even more than  d i r e c t l y  upon 
the  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  reg ime,  a l t h o u 6 h  i t  d e r i v e s  from b o t h .  

Th is  might  seem odd when we c o n s i d e r  the  a n t i - S e m i t i s m  t h a t  
o c c u r r e d  s p o r a d i c a l l y  unde r  the  o l d  reg ime  p r i o r  to  1917.  I n  t h a t  con-  
n e c t i o n  i t  must be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  was m a i n l y  l o c a l i z e d  i n  a r e a s  
which had been  p a r t  o f  P o l a n d  a t  an e a r l i e r  t ime and ~ s  no t  f e l t  i n  
Grea t  R u s s i a  p r o p e r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  was not  a r a c i a l  f e e l i n g ,  bu t  
more a c u l t u r a l  and economic  and s o c i a l  p rob lem,  due t o  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  
o f  s o c i a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  ~ and s o c i a l  o u t l o o k s  o f  the  r e c e p t i v e  ~TOUpe, and 
the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  have d i f f e r e n t  l anguage8  and c u l t u r e s .  I f  a Jew,  
a T a F t a r ,  a G e o r ~ a n  l e a r n e d  R u s s i a n  end became Orthodox i n  r e l i g i o n  
( t h e  Georg ians  were o r t h o d o x  bu t  u n d e r  t h e i r  own c h u r c h ) ,  he was f u l l y  
a c c e p t e d  unde r  t h e  i m p e r i a l  reg ime as  a Ih~eeiah. I t  was no t  a r a c i a l  
m a t t e r .  I t  was a r e l i g i o u s  and c u l t u r a l  m a t t e r ,  and R u s s i a n s ,  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  o f  b e i n g  Or thodox and 8 p e a k i n ~  R u s s i a n ,  were  ~ l v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  
and,  a s  we w i l l  s ee  i n  a minu te ,  a r e  g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o d a y ,  ~ut  t h a t  
d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r u l y  i n t o l e r a n t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  o r  h o s t i l e  
on r a c i a l  g rounds  to  o t h e r  p e o p l e s .  

Th is  i s  an  a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e .  I t  has  made i t  e ~ e i e r  f o r  the  
R u s s i a n s  t o  s e c u r e  c o n t r o l  ove r  o t h e r  p e o p l e s  end t o  i ~ t e g r a t e  them i n t o  • 
t h e i r  sys~tem. I t  has  been accompanied  by a l a r g e - s c a l e  c h a u g e - o v e r  to  
R u s s i a n  c u l t u r e  and l a n ~ a ~ e  by o t h e r  p e o p l e s .  I t  has  c e r t a i n l y  been  
an e lement  of  s t r e n g t h ,  and i r i s  one which i s  d e r i v e d  f rom the  p r e - S o v i e t  
Rus s i an  c h a r a c t e r  r a t h e r  than  p u r e l y  f r o m  S o v i e t  i d e o l o g y .  

Another  f a c t o r  which  we o f t e n  t e n d  t o  o v e r l o o k ,  bu t  which s t r e n g t h e n s  
R u s s i a n  l e a d e r s h i p  over  many n e i g h b o r i n ~  p e o p l e s ,  i s  t h a t  R u s s i a n  c u l -  
t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  de -  
v e l o p e d  to  v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l s .  Some o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  n o v e l s ,  some o f  
t he  g r e a t e s t  p o e t s ,  g r e a t  drama, mus ic ,  l a ~ e ,  g r e a t  a r t ,  a l l  of  t hese  
were p a r t  o f  t h e  Rn se l an  h e r i t a g e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a r a t h e r  i m p r e s s i v e  
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deve lopment  o f  s c i e n t i f i c ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  and o t h e r  s k i l l s .  The R u s s i a n s  
have shown a g r e a t  c a p a c i t y  o f  a b s o r p t i o n  and i n v e n t i o n  and t h i s  has  
made R u s s i a n  c u l t u r e  the  most i m p o r t a n t  c u l t u r e  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  ~urope  
and i n  n o r t h e r n  As i a .  I t  means f o r  the  p e o p l e s  o f  C e n t r a l  A s i a  and the  
Caucasus  t h a t  Russ ia  has been  the  channe l  t h rough  which t h e y  com- 
municated wi th  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  a ch i evemen t s  of  the  modern w o : l d .  
We must no t  o v e r l o o k  t h a t  e l emen t  of  p r e s t i g e .  

Now I want to  ~urn to  f a c t o r s  which make f o r  u n i t y  amon~ t h e  
R u s s i a n  p e o p l e .  I have a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i g n o r a n c e  of  the  o u t s i d e  
wor ld ,  which i s  accompanied  by  a g r e a t  d i s t r u s t  o f  i t s  i n t e n t i o n s  and 
by  a d i f f i c u l t y  of  e s t i m a t i n g  a c c u r a t e l y  i t s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  
whether  t h e y  a r e  h o s t i l e  o r  m e r e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t .  This  f a c i l i t a t e s  the  
policy of the regime of playing upon the fears of the people, of re- 
c a l l i n g  the  numerous t imes  i n  the  p a s t  when R u s s i a  has  been  i n v a d e d  
and o f  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  o n l y  the  p r e s e n t  reg ime can d e f e n d  the  c o u n t r y .  
This  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a f a c t o r  i n  n e ~ t r a l i z i n ~  many forms o~ d i s c o n t e n t  
and i t  i s  p l a y e d  upon to  the  u tmos t  by  t he  government  which goes  to  
g r e a t  ex t remes  to  keep out  a c c u r a t e  knowledge of  t he  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  
t o  cu t  o f f  c o n t a c t s  be tween  f o r e i g n e r s  and S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s ,  and t h u s  
to  keep a l i v e  t h i s  f a c t o r  of  i t s  c o n t r o l .  

In  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h a t  f e e l i n g ,  and a i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  i t ,  t h e r e  i s  
an u n d e r l y i n g  f e e l i n g  among many R u s s i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h o s e  d i e -  
c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  r e g i m e - - a n d  t h e r e  a r e  many r e a s o n s  f o r  d i s c o n t e n t - -  
t h a t  the  o u t s i d e  wor ld  has  none o f  the  b l e m i s h e s  o f  t he  S o v i e t  reg ime,  
t h a t  i t  i s  somehow p e r f e c t .  As a r e s u l t ,  q u i t e  o f t e n  when S o v i e t  
d e f e c t o r s  come a b r o a d ,  t h e y  become d i s i l l u s i o n e d  upon f t a d l ~  ou t  t h a t  
t h e y  have to  work even h a r d e r  i n  £ m e r i c a  than  i n  R u s s i a ;  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no e a s y  way, no s imp le  way to  advancement ;  t h a t  t h e y  h~ve t o  ma~e 
a l o t  o f  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  The w o r s t  c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h a t  S o v i e t  
a v i a t o r  ( 3 a r s o v )  who went back  t o  R u s s i a  was t h a t  he  d id  no t  know what 
he was supposed  to  do and t h a t  he had to  make so many d e c i s i o n s  f o r  
h i m s e l f .  He had to  d e c i d e  where to  l i v e ;  he was no t  a s s i g n e ~  to  a 
b a r r a c k s .  He had t o  d e c i d e  what t o  ~ i n  the  way o f  c l o t h i n ~ ,  and he 
had t o  work v e r y  ha rd .  The o n l y  Job  he c o u l d  f i n d  was d i s h w a s h i n ~ - -  
which is of very low status In the Soviet re~ime--whereas he had been 
an a v i a t o r ,  which p u t  him among t h e  S o v i e t  a r i s t o c r a c y .  He c o u l d  no t  
ad jus t ,  t o  the  i d e a  t h a t  i t  would t a k e  him 10 or  12 y e a r s  t o  work up 
to  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p o s i t i o n  u n d e r  the  ~ n e r i c a n  sy s t em,  i f  he s u c c e e d e d  
at all. 

So t h e r e  i s  t h i s  co~b ined ,  t h i s  d o u b l e ,  f o c u s  o f  ~ l s t r u s t  which i s  
i n c u l c a t e d  i n  e v e r y  way by t he  reg ime ,  and t h i s  u n d e r l y i n g  i d e a l i z a t i o n  
o f  the  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  as  b e i n ~  b e t t e r  t h a n  R u s s i a .  I n  my t r a v e l s  i n  
R u s s i a n  V i l l a g e s  and sma l l  towns,  p e o p l e  o f t e n  s p o k e  t o  me a b o u t  t h a t  
and s a i d ,  , Y o r e i ~ n e r s  a r e  b e t t e r , ,  and "Peop le  a r e  k i n d e r  a b r o a d , "  and 
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t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  which a r e  no t  c a p a b l e  of  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o o f ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
bu t  i t  e x p l a i n s  t h e i r  t e n d e n c y  to  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  daydreaming  to  the  
o u t s i d e  wor ld .  

Another  f a c t o r  making f o r  u n i t y  i s  the  monopoly of  a c c e s s  t o  i n -  
f o r m a t i o n ,  monopoly on the  p a r t  o f  the  government .  I n s t e a d  o f  aseuming 
t h a t  the  p e o p l e  w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  form t h e i r  own o p i n i o n s ,  t he  S o v i e t  
regime has  a lways  u n d e r t a k e n  v i g o r o u s  campaigns to  impose on t h e  p e o p l e  
i n  e v e r y  f i e l d ,  t h rough  e v e r y  channe l ,  i t s  c o n c e p t  o f  what was n e c e s s a r y .  
I t  makes the  p r e t e n s e  of  a s k i n g  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  th rough  e l e c t i o n s  and mass 
m e e t i n g s ,  in  o r d e r  to  g e t  t h e  symbols  o f  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t .  This  i s  
c a r r i e d  out  in  a v e r y  i n t e n s i v e  manner t o  make su re  t h a t  t he  e n t i r e  
~ p p a r a t u s  o f  p ropaganda  and a g i t a t i o n  i s  m o b i l i z e d  a t  any g i v e n  t ime t o  
s u p p o r t  the  governmen t l e  aims and t o  pu t  ove r  the  i d e a s  t h a t  i t  wants  
t o  have a c c e p t e d  and a c t e d  upon.  This  i s  c a r r i e ~  down to  i n d i v i d u a l  
word-of-mouth efforts in a way which is not actually fsmili~r to us to- 
day althou~h it was common enough in the frontier days of cracker- 
barrel ~Iscussions. Of course we did it then entirely as a matter of 
individual viewpoints and discussions, whereas in the Soviet system it 
i s  a m a t t e r  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  d i r e c t i o n .  

The government  has  s e v e r a l  hundred thousand  f u l l - t i m e  a g i t a t o r s  
who a re  s u p p l i e d  w e e k l y  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a t e r i a l  and o p i n i o n s  which 
t h e y  must t r a n s m i t  t h rough  word -o f -mou th  a g i t a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  e v e r y  
channel  i s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  p u t t i n g  o v e r  t he  government  I s i d e a s  and t r y i n g  
to  d r i v e  ou t  any c o n t r a r y  i d e a s .  P e o p l e  a r e  no t  a b l e  to  t a l k  t o g e t h e r  
f r e e l y .  I t  i s  dangerous  even  to d i s c u s s  c r i t i c a l  i d e a s  w i t h  o n e ' s  w i f e .  
I n  one of  the  t r i a l s  i n  1937,  the  p r o s e c u t o r  r e a d  to  one o f  the  de -  
f e n d a n t s  a cow.en t  d e r o g a t o r y  to  the  reg ime ,  which the  l a t t e r  had made. 
A laugh went through the audience--whlch was a hand-picked Co~munlst- 
Party audience--when the defendent said, "Well, that Is something which 
I c o u l d  o n l y  have 8a id  to  my w i f e , "  That  was p r o b a b l y  the  s o u r c e  th rough  
which  t h e  s e c r e t  p o l i c e  had a c q u i r e d  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  which was u s e d  
t o  c o n v i c t  the  d e f e n d a n t  and to  s e n t e n c e  him to  ~ e a t h .  

We must no t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  the  d e g r e e  t o  which t h e  government  i s  a b l e  
t o  imp lan t  p o s i t i v e  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  i t  w i shes  t o  pu t  o v e r ,  t o  occupy  minds 
w i t h  t h e s e ,  and keep  out  and n e u t r a l i z e  any c o l l e c t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  
c o n t r a r y  i d e a s .  I t  would be a m i s t a k e  to  assume t h a t  t he  regime i s  weak 
b e c a u s e  i t  r e s o r t s  t o  t h i s  sy s t em.  

We must no t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  the  p r i d e  i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  the  c o u n t r y  
and i n  t h e  g r e a t  expans ion  o f  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  and power as  a f a c t o r  o f  
u n i t i n g  and n e u t r a l i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  and o t h e r  d i s c o n t e n t s .  A few weeks 
ago a d e f e c t o r  who come a c r o s s  and was b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d ,  when he go t  
i n t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n - - a f t e r  a l l  he had t aken  t he  s t ep  o f  h i g h  t r e a s o n  which 
would s u b j e c t  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  e x i l e  and ha rd  l a b o r  i n  S i b e r i a  and h i m s e l f  
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to  immed ia t e  e x e c u t i o n  i f  f o u n d - - S u d d e n l y  s a i d  w i t h  a g r e a t  o u t b u r s t  o f  
s c o r n ,  "Wel l ,  l o o k  what  we have  a c h i e v e d .  We have  g o t  c o n t r o l  o f  a h i n a .  
And l o o k  a t ~ w h a t  you  have a c h i e v e d  s i n c e  t h e  w a r l "  So we must  n o t  
u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h i s  f a c t o r  o f  p r i d e  which  c o m p e n s a t e s  f o r  t h e  many de -  
f e a t s  and  f o r  t h e  d a n g e r s  t h a t  t h e  r eg ime  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

A factor of importance I have already mentioned is the softening 
of national differences and the underlying, human sort of tolerance 
on the part of the Russians as individuals in dealing with people of 
other backgrounds. 

.A most important factor in securing a firm control is that a much 
w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  c a r e e r s  i s  now open t o  t a l e n t  p r o v i d e d  a m b i t i o u s  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  conform to  t h e  reg ime  and  i t s  i d e o l o g i c a l  demands.  T h i s  
s y s t e m  o f  advancement  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  r e g i m e .  I n  o t h e r  
words  t h e r e  i s  no way i n  which  a p e r s o n  can  become a d o c t o r ,  a s c h o l o r ,  
a s c h o o l  t e a c h e r ,  and  so on,  w i t h o u t  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  t h e  r eg ime  i n  a l l  
ou tward  r e s p e c t s .  Tha t  o f t e n  i n v o l v e s  a r a t h e r  sweep ing  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  
his point of view, family background, and so on. But the range of 
openings has been greatly enlarged. It was growing rapidly before the 
F i r s t  World War and i t  w a s g r o w i n g  to  r e s e m b l e  t h e  sy s t em o f  t h e  Wes t , .  
where  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  and  d i v e r g e n t  c h a n n e l s  o f  advancement  and  
where  a modern s o c i e t y  needs  a v e r y  l a r g e  number o f  e d u c a t e d  and  t r a i n e d  
p e o p l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  o p e r a t e .  

In industrializing the country,, in building up a collectivlzed system 
of agriculture, in establishing a very powerful police system, and in 
maintaining very large armed forcem, the Soviet regime has opened a much 
larger number of careers to a much larger number of people, and those 
people, individtually, do feel a c~rtain loyalty to the regime. So-and-so 
will say, "Well, before the war my father was Just a peasant in the 
village; he never went anywhere; never knew anything about the outside 
world. Look at me. I am a doctor, m or "I am an official," or "I am 
an officer in the army," and so on. The cumulative effect of that is 
an important factor, especially since those who rise in this hierarchy 
must increasingly discipline themselves to reject all notions incom- 
patible with support of the regime and to maintain conformity with its 
demands at a given time. In other words, the regime has won, I think, a 
wide degree of loyalty through this broadening of the careers and in 
general the destruction of hereditary barriers to advancement in life 
under the new system. 

Old Russia, which was maintained in a rigid form until the abolition 
of serfdom in 1861, was being rapidly broken down between then and 1917, 
but people in Russia remember the older system. For example, there is 
the case, quite ordinary and customary, of the professor (Nikitenko) 
in Moscow University who was one of the censors under Nicholas I, lO0 
~ears ago, in charge of supervising what would be allowed to be printed 
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and what would not. He had been born into a family of serfs and it 
took nearly 12 years to buy his mother out of serfdom from the land- 
lord (Prince Skeremetlev) who owned her body. So this memory of an 
o l d e r  s y s t e m  o f  o r i e n t a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on advancement  was s t r o n g .  P e o p l e  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Un ion  do c o n t r a s t  t h e  p r e s e n t  b r o a d e n i n g  of  t h e  c a r e e r s  
w i t h  t h a t  o l d e r  s y s t e m ,  and t h e  r eg ime  h e l p s  them t o  o v e r l o o k  the  f a c t  
t h a t  t h o s e  c a r e e r s  were b r o a d e n i n g  v e r y ,  v e r y  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  60 y e a r s  
f rom the  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s e r f d o m  to  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t he  S o v i e t  r e g i m e .  
The S o v i e t  r eg ime  g e t s  t he  b e n e f i t  of  t h a t  b e c a u s e  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
s y s t e m  u n d e r  which  a l l  advancemen t  depends  on l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  r eg ime  
a t  l e a s t  a s  much a s  i t  does  upon t a l e n t ,  and  t h e  l o y a l t y  must  be more 
i n t e n s i v e l y  p r o v e n  a s  you advance  h i g h e r .  

Now i n  g e n e r a l ,  a s i d e  f rom t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  s u f f e r e d  by m i n o r i t y  
groups in some states of our own country, careers are not so widely 
open in Russia today as they are in the United States. Yor example, a 
few weeks ago there was an important discussion in Moscow as to what 
Russia would be like under communism as compared with the present state 
of "socialism," which they regard as preparatory to advancing to a com- 
m u n i s t  s y s t e m .  We must  remember t h a t  R u s s i a  i s  g o v e r n e d  by the  Com- 
m u n i s t  P a r t y  b u t  i t  c o n s i d e r s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  s t a g e  o f  " s o c i a l i s m ,  u n o t  
of communism which they hope to approach within a few years. The dif- 
ference be tween  t h a t  s y s t e m  and  communism~ t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d ,  i s  t h a t  
u n d e r  "communism" e d u c a t i o n  would be f r e e  a t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  l e v e l  and  
s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  and t e x t b o o k s  would  be f u r n i s h e d  f r e e  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  

Hell, of course, the supplying of  free textbooks, pencils, and 
paper to the students in our public schools has been traditlonal for 
100 y e a r s  h e r e ,  and i n  R u s s i a  t h e y  have not  g o t  t o  t h a t  a t  the  p r e s e n t  
t i m e .  The p a r e n t  has  to  buy t h e  books ,  p e n c i l s ,  p a p e r ,  and  so on f o r  
t h e  c h i l d  even i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  and  s c h o o l i n g  i s  f r e e  o n l y  i n  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s .  H i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  have t o  p a y  a f e e ,  Which i s  
a substantial burden for families of average income and prohibitive for 
the poor. Ninety percent of the people have no chance to go to high 
s c h o o l  i n  R u s s i a .  So t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and o t h e r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  which  d e r i v e  f rom i t  a r e  n o t  so wide open t h e r e  as  t h e y  
a r e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  But t he  R u s s i a n s  do n o t  
compare their conditions with ours. They compare them with what they 
have heard about the past and what the regime tells them about their 
present advantages compared to past disadvantages. 

Now what are the main factors which make for disunity among the 
Russians? Here I am going to give a quick resume and we can run through 
these points in discussion. I believe that there is a continuing con- 
flict between the ideas of the peasants as to the kind of llfe that 
they would like to have if they were free and what the government 
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demands of them through the collective farm system. I believe that 
this conflict continues steadily. Adjustments are worked out from 
time to time. At one time the government will let the pessant have 
a little more leeway to work on his own garden patch and to keep an 
extra cow or an extra pig for his own direct benefit. At other times, 
the government tightens up an~ demands m~re of the peasant and gives 
him less personal initiative. There is a little rebalancing there, 
with the government always having the upper hand by applying different 
degrees of rigor in its control. The peasant's desire to retain the 
fruit of his labor and to buy and sell at prices that he regards as 
fair to him is a continuing factor and I think that the struggle be-, 
tween the collective farm system and what we can call "peasantism" or 
the peasant way of life is a continuing factor of underlying weakness 
to the regime. 

Another  f a c t o r  i s  t he  c o n t i n u e d  low s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .  I rh~ve 
the  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t he  s t a n d a r d  of  l i F i n g  f o r  most o f  the  p e o p l e  i s  
below what it was in 1928, before the beginning of the 5-year plans, 
t h a t  i t  i s  b e t t e r  now than  i t  was,  f a r  b e t t e r  now than  i t  was d u r i n g  
the  war and i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  war,  bu t  t h a t  t he  S o v i e t  regime has  
no t  d e l i v e r e d  to  the  p e o p l e  the  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  which,  t h e y  
p romised  a t  the  b e g i n n i n g ,  would be t h e  r e s u l t  of  t he  g r e a t  e f f o r t  which 
they asked of the people. This affects both the workers and the peasants. 

Another factor is the harsh discipline over the workers. The con- 
stant evasion by foremen and engineers of some of the rules which re- 
quire the exaction of severe penalties for being late to work or for 
staying away without adequate excuse, and eo on, shows that adjustments 
have to be made in order to get the effort out of the workers. This 
harsh discipline, which was further tightened in 1940 on the eve of the 
war and has not been relaxed since the war, is certainly a factor of 
disunity between the regime and its workers. 

The system of repression is certainly a factor which leads to fear 
rather than love of the regime, and among the people who have defected 
there is a very high incidence of repression in their families--a 
father or brother who was simply taken away and was never heard of again. 
The system of repression lacks discrimination. There is no confidence 
in its Justice. There is no attempt to be Just. Ther~ is widespread 
belief that when the police system--which operates very large mining, 
lumbering, and construction industries of its own, being the largest 
enterprise in the world--needs carpenters, it goes out and arrests car- 
penters and puts them into forced labor; when it needs engineers, it 
arrests engineers. That is the way it is believed by the Beople to 
operate. There is no sense of individual justice or expectation of 
Justice. The best you can do is to remain inconspicuous. The higher 
you go, the greater the danger of disgrace. So that sets up a conflict, 
too, between desire for advancement and fear of responsibilities. 
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Anothe r  f a c t o r  is a c e r t a i n  underlylng i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  Communist 
ideolog.v .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  & I a r g e  e x t e n t ,  Communist i d e o l o g y  i s  
s imp ly  a c c e p t e d  r a t h e r  than  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  abso rbed  and s u p p o r t e d .  
I n  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  f o r m e r  members of the  Yo~,,~ Communist League you  
w i l l  f i n d  them s a y i n g ,  "Tee,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g r a d u a t e  you had  to  r e a d  
t h i s  pamphle t  and be a b l e  t o  answer  q u e s t i o n s  on i t . "  nOkay, I a g r e e ,  w 
The p e o p l e  who have grown up u n d e r  the  reg ime d~ n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  
suppor t  i t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  some do.  The # a c t i v i t i e s  #' who 
t a k e  t he  l e ~ l  i n  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t he  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  r e g i m e  to  t h e  masses  
a r e  advanced  more  r a p i d l y ;  ~ t  among a v e r y  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  y o u t h  
t h e r e  appea r s  t o  b e e  l a r g e  d e g r e e  of  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  of  outward  a c c e p t a n c e  
which n e c e s s i t y  demands. ~ut  t h e  r e p e t i t i v e  demands o f  t h e  r e g i m e  f o r  
i n n e r  a c c e p t a n c e  of  i t s  i d e o l o g y  meets  w i t h  t h a t  g r e a t  human i n e r t i a  
which i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  h i s t o r y  as  we l l  as the  dynamism 
which S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d  as  t he  e s s e n t i a l  c e n t r a l  f a c t o r  of  t h e i r  
own regime and i t s  p r o g r e s s .  

A f a c t o r  which a l s o  p l a y s  some p a r t  i s  t he  c o n f l i c t ,  l a t e n t  or  
open,  between t h e  S o v i e t  reg ime and some of  t he  s u b j e c t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  
Dur ing t h e  war t h i s  c o n f l i c t  took  an open form and s e v e r a l  o f  t he  n a t i o n -  
a l i t i e s - - t h e  Crimean T a r t a r s ,  t h e  Volga Germans, t he  Kalm~ks, t he  
Ohecke n - I ngush - - w e r e  s imply  " a b o l i s h e d . "  T h r e e  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  were 
s imp ly  d e s t r o y e d  as  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s .  They were s c a t t e r e d  as  i n d i v i d u a l s  
to  remote  p a r t s .  They l o s t  a l l  s i g n  o f  a ~ m i n i s t r ~ t i v e - c u l t u r a l  autonomy. 
They d i s a p p e a r e d  f rom the  f a c e  of  t h e  map and t h e  names o f  t h e i r  towns 
and v i l l a g e s  were  changed  to  Russ i an  names. The r e a s o n  i t  was done,  
a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  S o v i e t  Government,  was t h a t  t h e y  ,had  f a i l e d  to  r e s i s t  
t he  t e m p t a t i o n  to  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  the German i n v a d e r s . "  V e i l ,  i f  e n t i r e  
p e o p l e s  s h i f t e d  over  to  suppor t  the  i n v a d e r s ,  i t  showed a deep  sense  
of  g r i e v a n c e .  J u s t  how t h i s  a f f e c t s  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i s  h a r d  to  s a y ,  
but  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  S o v i e t  reg ime i n  the  l a s t  few y e a r s  has  l a i d  g r e a t  
s t r e s s  on t h e  p redominan t  r o l e  of  t h e  Russ i an  p e o p l e .  I n  the  May 1945 
v i c t o r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  S t a l i n  r a i s e d  h i s  g l a s s  t o  " t h e  Russ i an  p e o p l e  who 
have borne  the  main b ~ r d e n . n  This  i s  s t i l l  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  i n d i -  
v i d u a l  t o l e r a n c e  toward  p e o p l e  of o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  but  i t  shows a 
p o l i t i c a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  some n ~ t i o n a l i t i e s  and t h i s  must be 
a v e r y  b i t t e r  f a c t o r  from t h e  p o i n t  of  v iew o f  the  n o n - R u s s i a n  n a t i o n -  
a l i t i e s .  

The i s o l a t i o n  f rom t h e  o u t s i d e  wor ld  i s  n o t  p o p u l a r ,  X would say ,  
among ma~7/ednca ted  R u s s i a n s .  They a c c e p t  i t ,  a g a i n ,  because  t h e  g o v e r n -  
ment demands~ i t ,  but  a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  i s  a c u r i o s i t y  about  t h e  o u t s i d e  
wor ld  ~ n i c h  i s  l e f t  u n s a t i s f i e d  and t h e  e f f o r t s  to  p r e v e n t  any  impac t  
of  t he  i d e o l o g y  of t k e  o u t s i d e  wor ld ,  as  d i s t i n ~ e h e d  f~oa  i t s  t e c h -  
n o l o g y ,  i s  a v e r y  r i g o r o u s  p o l i c y  t o d a y .  I t  ~hae been  o~en ly  s t r e s s e d  
e v e r  s i n c e  1947, a l t h o u g h  a c t u a l l y  i t  began to  be imposed a g a i n  toward  
the  end ~ of  t h e  war.  
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What p r e d i c t i o n  c o u l d  I make, or  would I dare  make, a b o u t  the  
conduc t  of  the S o v i e t  p e o p l e  in  c a s e  of  we.rT A g r e a t  d e a l  would 
depend on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  the  war. A war f o l l o w e d  by  e x t e n s i v e  S o v i e t  
v i c t o r i e s  and an e a r l y  end of  the  c o n f l i c t  would u n d o u b t e d l y  s t r e n g t h e n  
the  regime and f e e d  t h e  sense  of  a ~ b i t i o n  and g r e a t n e s s  which has 
grown among the R u s s i a n  p e o p l e .  In  a long  war t h e r e  would be many 
s t r a i n s ,  many s o u r c e s  Of d i s c o n t e n t ,  bu t  i t  c o u l d  be assumed t h a t  i n  
the field, so long as the army was fighting effectively, one would 
not expect any large-scale disaffections. In the case of large-scale 
retreats there might be both individual and group attempts to remain 
behind and cease the struggle. ~.specially if the prospects Qf ultimate 
victory declined, the tendency to get out of the war would be strong. 

A factor which is of some importance oin my mind is the question 
of whether such a war would appear as a long war. In case of a long 
war, a further factor would be whether it would appear to the Russian 
people as a defensive or an aE~resslve war. Even in the defensive war 
of 1941 it is clear that there was large-scale disaffection, an un- 
willingness to  f i g h t  or  a t  l e a s t  t o  f i g h t  unde r  t he  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n  
t he  beg inn ing .  The Germans changed t h i s  by  t h e i r  r u t h l e s s  p o l i c y  t o -  
ward the occupied areas. When I was in Russia in 1943 individual 
R u s s i a n s  c o n s t a n t l y  b rough t  t h a t  t o p i c  up .  They s a i d ,  "We thou~ht  
the  Germans were a c u l t u r e d  p e o p l e ,  and l o o k  what t h e y  a r e  d o i n g . "  
Almost eve ryone  i n  R u s s i a  knew what the  Naz i s  were do ing  in  t he  
o c c u p i e d  a r e a s ,  and t h e y  were d e e p l y  r e s e n t f u l  of  i t .  In  1941, t o  an 
American v i s i t o r ,  S t a l i n  s a i d ,  "During t imes  of  g r e a t  r e t r e a t s  t h e  
people wont t fight for socialism. Maybe they will fight for Russia." 
That proved to be his great ace in the hole. Yet, when the war was over, 
Stalin claimed the people had foug~ht for the regime and for "socialism" 
and that victory had proved it was the "best regime" in the world, and 
so forth. ]~tt there is a question whether that view is widely held by 
the mass of the Soviet people. 

A war which began with Soviet troops crossing the V lbe River or 
advancing to the Persian @ulf and then went into a long war with the 
indefinite postponement of victory would be understood eventually by 
the Russian people as an aggressive war, and they might become ex- 
tremely resentful of it. Their attitude would eventually be very 
different from that which they showed when fighting a war on their own 
soil. 

A factor which is goin~ to be important for a number of years is 
that a large amount of hostility and disloyalty was sifted out of Soviet 
Russia by the German occupation. Many hostile people left the country 
a~ presumably the prospects of an exact repetition of that kind of in- 
difference, disloyalty, and cooperation with the invader is much smaller 
today than in 1941. 
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Can the  S o v i e t  regime be b roken  down from wi th inT Many p e o p l e  w i l l  
tell you that the Russian people are our allies. "If we approach them 
in the right way they will overthrow the regime and there will not be 
any war. " These assertions are extremely misleading and dangerous in 
my opinion. I think that the grumbling, the discontent, the many forms 
of  r e s e n t m e n t ,  a r e  a l l  p r e s e n t  ~here and the S o v i e t  Government knows 
a l l ,  o r  n e a r l y  a l l ,  abou t  them. The government  has  a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  
sense  o f  the  d e g r e e  of  t o l e r a n c e  of  h a r d s h i p s  and c o n t r o l  on t he  p a r t  
o f  the p e o p l e .  I t  i s  a b l e  t o  r e l a x  t he  p r e s s u r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  o r  t o  
t i g h t e n  up a l i t t l e  b i t .  I would s a y  t h a t  t he  S o v i e t  Government hal, 
made many m i s t a k e s  in  Judg ing  the  d e g r e e  of  t o l e r a n c e  o f  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  
and p e o p l e s  and has  made v e r y  few,  and  no f a t a l ,  m i s t a k e s  i n  ~udg ing  
th~ d e g r e e  of  endurance  of  i t s  own p e o p l e .  Th is  does  no t  mean we shou ld  
r e g a r d  t h e  R u s s i a n  p e o p l e  as  an enemy. I n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  they  
c o u l d  become a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  weakenin~ t h e i r  own r e g i m e .  But 
we must no t  e x p e c t  a n y t h i n g  d r a m a t i c  i n  the  way of  t h e i r  weakening o r ,  
even l e e s ,  o v e r t h r o w i n g  the  p r e s e n t  r eg ime .  

What would a p o s t - S o v i e t  regime be l ikeT  I t h i n k  i t  would be b a s e d  
on a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  of  v o l u n t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  a ~ r i c u l t u r e  t h rough  
f r e e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and on a v e r y  w i d e s p r e a d  s t a t e  ownership  o f  a l l  ma~or 
i n s t r u m e n t s  of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and a c e r t a i n  amount of  i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  
in s m a l l e r  forms o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  But t h e r e  would be on ly  a g r a d u a l  
l o o s e n i n ~  up o f  the  p r i n c i p l e  of  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  and l e a d e r s h i p  
from above .  Any p o s t - S o v i e t  regime would b e g i n  by b e i n g  v e r y  a u t h o r i -  
t a r i a n ,  b u t  might  move toward  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  d e c i s i o n s  and towar~  f r e e r  c r i -  
t i c i s m  by the  p r e s s .  

B~t p e r h a p s  o v e r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  the  regime may s o f t e n  up from 
within? I feel that if war is avoided for, say, i0 years, the change 
of generation ~rom those who helped to make the revolution--from the 
men who were formed in the underground revolutionary struggle and who 
have a sense that they can demand anything of their people because they 
themselves ran great risks in the political underground of the revolu- 
tion---~o rule by men who have come to power through working in conformity 
with the established regime, is bound to have some effect on the moti- 
vations of the ruling group. This might lead to a tendency to run fewer 
risks in dealing with the outside world and to concentrate more on 
making the system run more efficiently by giving a greater return to 
their own people from its production. That is a possible line of develop- 
ment. I think we should keep that in mind as a possibility, say, I0 
years from now, but we cannot build anything on it now. We must not 
assume either that a regime llke the Soviet regime has always been equally 
i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  to  the  Ves t  and to  us  a s  t he  s t r o n g e s t  p o w e r  o~' t he  West ,  
and t h a t  i t  w i l l  a lways  remain  e q u a l l y  h o s t i l e  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t .  That  
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p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a " s o f t e n i n g "  o f  the  regime remains  open and s h o u l d  
be  someth ing  to  watch f o r  ove r  a p e r i o d  of  t ime ,  bu t  i t  i s  n o t  any-  
t h i n g  on which we can b u i l d  any immediate  p o l i t i c a l  o r  o t h e r  p l a n e .  

The R u s s i a n  p e o p l e  then  a r e  a f a c t o r  o f  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  t o  t he  
reg ime b e c a u s e  of  i t s  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t he  o u t s i d e  wor ld ,  i t s  t o l e r a n c e  
o f  c o n t r o l  and h a r d s h i p ,  the  type  of  l o y a l t y ,  e i t h e r  ~evo t ed  or  
g rumbl ing ,  which i t  g i v e s  to  t h e  reg ime .  I t  i s  a l s o  an e lement  o f  
w e a k n e s s .  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  the R u s s i a n s  4o t r y  t o  w i t h h o l d  a c e r -  
t a i n  p a r t  o f  the  i n d i v ~ d u a l  s o u l  from the  demands o f  the  reg ime,  
i f  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  reg ime o f t e n  changes t h o s e  demands and says  one 
t h i n g  i s  r i g h t  now and something  e l s e  i s  r i g h t  tomorrow. So the  
p e o p l e  d0 r e t a i n  a c e r t a i n  s e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  J u d ~ e n t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
own s o u l s .  There  a r e  e l e m e n t s  Of d i s u n i t y  w i t h i n  t he  regime as  w e l l  
as  o t h e r  e l emen t s  on which the  government  has  r e l i e d  and can c o n t i n u e  
to  r e l y  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the  g r e a t  a r e a  t h a t  i t  c o n t r o l s ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  g r e a t  r e s o u r c e s ,  to  maximize i t s  powert  t o  i n c r e a s e  
i t s  r o l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  wor ld ,  and t h u s  to  s t r i v e  f o r  t he  maximum 
e x t e n s i o n  p o s s i b l e ,  a t  any g i v e n  t ime ,  of  i t s  power i n  the  wor ld .  

qJ2STION: Dr. Mose ly ,  would you g ive  us  an e s t i m a t e  of  the  
impor t ance  of  the  f a m i l y  i n  the  p r e s e n t - d a y  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  
~assiansT 

DR. MOS~LY: The S o v i e t  p o l i c y  to.ward t h e  f a m i l y  has  gone t h rough  
a 180 degree  e v o l u t i o n .  In  t h e  p e r i o d  r i g h t  a f t e r  the  r e v o l u t i o n  some 
of  t h e  l e a d e r s  f e l t  t h a t  the f a m i l y  s h o n l d d i s a p p e a r  and g ive  way t o  
communal u p b r i n g t n ~  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  oow~mnal l i v i n g .  They f e l t  t h a t  
t he  f a m i l y  was a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  and t h a t  i t  was the  c e n t e r  
o f  s t r i v i n g  to  l i v e  f o r  y o u r s e l f  and your  f a m i l y  and to  g e t  t h i n g s  f o r  
y o u r s e l f  r a t h e r  than  t o  work f o r  t h i s  i d e a l  Cosnnunist s o c i e t y  which 
t h e y  though t  was J u s t  beyond the  next  r i d g e .  

At t h a t  t ime  t h e r e  was comple te  f reedom i n  family m a t t e r s .  There 
was f reedom of  d i v o r c e ,  l i t h e r  p a r t y  to  a m a r r i a g e  c o u l d  s imply  go 
t o  the  r e g i s t r y  o f f i c e  and d i v o r c e  t he  o t h e r  w i t h o u t  even d i s c u s s i n g  
i t  w i t h  the  w i f e  or  husband i n  a ~ v a n c e  and w i t h o u t  i n fo rming  them t h a t  
t h e y  were abou t  t o  b e  d i v o r c e d .  The c o r r e s p o n d e n t s t  f a v o r i t e  s t o r y  
was t h a t  o f  a husband and w i f e  s i t t i n g  a t  home i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  The 
mailman b r i n g s  the  l a s t  ma i l  d e l i v e r y .  There  i s  a p o s t  ca r~  to  the  
wi fe  s a y i n g  she i s  d i v o r c e d !  ~At of  c o u r s e  t h a t  i s  an e ~ a g g e r a t e d  c a s e .  
But the  p s y c h o l o g y  p r e s e n t e d  was c l e a r .  

There was f reedom o f  a b o r t i o n  because  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  W~nen, i n  
o r d e r  to  be  f r e e  to  l i v e  as  t h e y  chose  and to  d e v o t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e i r  
work to  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  Communist s o c i e t y ,  must be f r e e  to  have c h i l d r e n  
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o r  n o t  t o  h a v e  %hem, and  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  w e l l - k n o w n  means 
of avoiding births, the only way widely known in eastern Europe was 
abortion. And it was not frowned upon, particularly, because the Russian 
folk concept was that the child was not really alive until after the 
sixth month of pregnancy. Until then it was not really c~nsidered to 
be a human being, and therefore, contrary to the views of the church, 
which regarded the child as alive from the moment of conception, this 
popular belief Justified abortion in the first months. 

Now in 19~5, there was an about-turn. The government had become 
alarmed for one thing at the continued waves of children without family, 
without training, without family discipline. There were hundreds of 
little brigands roaming around, and believe me, they were a menace. 

On one o c c a s i o n  I came t o  t h e  home o f  some R u s s i a n  f r i e n d s  o f  
m ine .  The w i f e  was t r e m b l i n g  and  s h a k i n g .  I s a i d ,  "What i s  t h e  
m a t t e r T  " She s a i d ,  " J u s t  now, as  I was coming  home f r o m  w o r k ,  one o f  
the homeless waifs came up to me and said, 'Give me money or I will 
bite you and I have syphilis.' n And so she gave him some money. This 
kind of thing was a real menace and the number of waifs was constantly 
augmented by the breaking up of families, sending families to different 
p a r t s  o f  t h e  U n i o n  f o r  f o r c e d  l a b o r  and  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s ,  
so the regime itself was constantly creating this problem over again. 

After having devoted 18 years to trying to break down the authority 
of parents over children, telling the children they should only obey 
the leaders ~ of the regime or of the Young Communist League, the govern- 
ment turned around and insisted that the parents should be responsible 
for an~ misdeeds of the children, so that the parents could be fined 
o r  s e n t  t o  p r i s o n  f o r  t h i n g s  w h i c h  a son  o r  d a u g h t e r  d i d  w h i c h  we re  
d e s t r u c t i v e  o r  c o n t r a r y  t o  l a w .  

At the present time there is a system by which each .~vorce costs 
more than the preceding one. This is obviously class legiBlation be- 
cause the wealthy or better paid elements of society can afford a 
s e c o n d  and  t h i r d  d i v o r c e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  c a n n o t .  
And so a new a c t  was p a s s e d  a f t e r  t h e  war  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  t e n d e d  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f a m i l y .  T h i s  was t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e  t h a t  i n  t h e  
case of an illegitimate birth the mother is not allowed to sue the 
alleged father for support. This is similar to the old and now dis- 
carded Napoleonic code provision which was designed to impose a social 
handicap on the mother of illegitimate children while not allowing the 
mother to sue the father who might be already married tc another woman 
and thus disrupt their marriage. At the same time the regime does give 
some small assistance to the mother of the illegitimate child if her 
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income fzom her work is below a certain amount. It is an attempt to 
strengthen the parents of the legitimate family and to warn women 
that they carry a special burden if they are so injudicious as to go 
ahead and have an illegitimate child. Formerly the mother could sue 
for support, not only the one alleged father, but several, and there 
were actually cases in the twenties and early thirties when a woman, 
by alleging she did not know which of three men was the father of her 
child, collected alimony from each of them. 

00LOb-EL HIOKEY: I am very sorry, our time is up, but Dr. Mosely 
will be with us in the seminar this afternoon to continue this dis- 
cussion. Dr. Mosely, I thank you very much for a very stimulatin~ 
lecture. 

(16 July 1951--650) S. 
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