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Mr. Danie l  Benedict ,  A s s o c i a t e  D i rec to r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of I n t e r n a -  
t iona l  Re la t ions ,  C o n g r e s s  of I n d u s t r i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  was born  in New 
York  City, on 20 Sep tember  1917. He a t tended the col lege  of the Ci ty  
of l~ew York  and g radua ted  in 1939. Af ter  s e r v i n g  as  an employee  in a 
p r in t ing  company,  he b e c a m e  a l a theman  and then i n s p e c t o r  at the Gen- 
e r a l  E l e c t r i c  Company,  Lynn,  Mass .  He helped to o rgan i ze  a loca l  
union and l a t e r  s e r v e d  as shop s t eward .  Jo in ing the Ai r  Corps  in 1942, 
he was f l ight  eng inee r  and gunner  in Nor th  Af r i ca  and, subsequen t ly ,  
in I ta ly  and F r a n c e .  He did language r e s e a r c h  work in the U n i v e r s i t y  
of Paris beginning in 1946. Late in that year, he became the assistant 
to the Mission Chief of C. A. R.E. Later was appointed as Mission Chief 
in Czechoslovakia and then Mission Chief in France, and finally Regional 
Director for C.A.R.E. for all of Western Europe. Since 1954, he has 
been working at the National Headquarters of the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations. 
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I N D U S T R I A L  R E L A T I O N S  IN F R A N C E ,  ITALY,  AND SPAIN 

28 S e p t e m b e r  1955 

COLONEL O'NEIL: Gentlemen: Last week we had a lecture on 
Industrial Relations of Germany, Austria, and Yugoslavia. This 
morning we continue with the same subject, as we will consider France, 
Spain, and Italy--with the same objective in mind--to gain an appreci- 
ation of labor-management relationships, and to become acquainted 
with the implications of the manpower factors as they relate to our 
concepts and our security position. 

O u r  s p e a k e r  h a s  spen t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  in  E u r o p e ,  He was  wi th  
the  A i r  F o r c e  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  H, and  s u b s e q u e n t l y  he w a s  a t  the  
U n i v e r s i t y  of P a r i s ,  w h e r e  he did l a n g u a g e  r e s e a r c h .  He a l s o  s e r v e d  
in  v a r i o u s  m i s s i o n s  of CARE and f i n a l l y  a s s u m e d  the r e g i o n a l  d i r e c -  
t o r s h i p  of t ha t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a l l  of W e s t e r n  E u r o p e .  He i s  p r e s e n t l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th ,  and i s  the  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  of, the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  of the  C o n g r e s s  of I n d u s t r i a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

In  tha t  c a p a c i t y  he s pends  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  a t  c o n f e r e n c e s  in  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  and in  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in  wh ich  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  As  a 
m a t t e r  of fac t ,  he m a y  be  c l a s s i f i e d  as  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u t e r .  

I take great pleasure in welcoming to the platform and introducing 
to the class Mr. Daniel Benedict from CIO. 

Mr. Benedict. 

MR. B E N E D I C T :  B e i n g  an  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u t e r ,  " as  C o l o n e l  
O ' N e i l  put  i t ,  i s  a r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  of job when  you  a r e  w o r k i n g  
fo r  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  Like CIO, f r o m  the  n o r m a l  s o r t  of t o u r i s t  w h e n  the  
a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n  ge t s  to go a r o u n d  the w o r l d .  

Now, I gather that some of the things I have come across in this 
"commuting" around the world can be of some interest to you in form- 
ing your own understanding of manpower and industrlai-relations 
problems in the countries we are going to talk about today. 

I would Like to give a few introductory remarks about each country 
and then go into the labor situation as I see it in each of those countries. 
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F i r s t  of al l ,  about F r a n c e :  Most  of us know, one  way o r  a n o t h e r ,  
that  t h e r e  a r e  40 -odd  m i l l i o n  F r e n c h m e n .  T h e r e ' s  t h e  old  b u s i n e s s  
about "40 m i l l i o n  F r e n c h m e n  can ' t  be  w r o n g "  and it m i g h t  be  of i n t e r e s t  
to~ know that  s i n c e  the  war  the  popula t ion  of F r a n c e  has  r e v e r s e d  i t s  o ld  
t r e n d  and is go ing  up aga in ,  Today  it is c l o s e  to 43 m i l l i o n .  

One of the  f a c t o r s ,  undoubtedly ,  in the  i n c r e a s e  of popu la t ion  in  
F r a n c e ,  is  a f a c t o r  that  a l so  p lays  a g r e a t  r o l e  in C o n s i d e r i n g  the  l a b o r  
s i t ua t ion .  That  is  the  s y s t e m  of f a m i l y  a l l o w a n c e s .  Some  20 -odd  p e r -  
cen t  of F r e n c h  w o r k e r s ,  thanks  to the  f s m i l y  a l l o w a n c e s  s y s t e m ,  a r e  
ac tua l ly  b e t t e r  off today  than  they  w e r e  in 1938. This  i s  known as  
" d a m n i n g  with faint  p r a i s e .  " In o t h e r  words ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  e f fo r t  that  
has  gone  into the  F r e n c h  e c o n o m y  o v e r  the  p a s t  t en  y e a r s ,  d e s p i t e  the  
v e r y  s i z a b l e  funds a d v a n c e d  by the  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  d e s p i t e  the  v e r y  s e -  
r i o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of the  a v e r a g e  F r e n c h m a n  t h r o u g h  pu l l ing  in  h i s  be l t  
in the  e a r l y  y e a r s  a f t e r  the  war ,  m o r e  than  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of  t he  F r e n c h  
w o r k i n g  peop l e  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  no b e t t e r  qff today  than  they  w e r e  b a c k  in  
1938. 

When anyone comes to consider the possibility of achieving volun- 
tary cooperation on the part of workers in France in any emergency 
situation, he has to take into consideration the economic status of these 
people. Generally, that economic status is pretty closely linked to the 
political and trade-union reactions on the part of the people involved. 

T h e r e  has  b e e n  I b e l i e v e ,  a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c i t y  about  the  fact  tha t  in 
F r a n c e  m o r e  than  o n e - f o u r t h  of the  v o t e s  go C o m m u n i s t .  As fa r  as the  
t r a d e  union is  c o n c e r n e d ,  the  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a c t u a l l y  w o r s e .  F r a n c e  has  
a bad ly  sp l i t  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t - - n o t  jus t  sp l i t  the  way the  A F o f L  and t h e  
CIO have  b e e n  s p l i t  in the pas t  in the  Uni t ed  S t a t e s - - b u t  sp l i t  by a s e p -  
a r a t i o n  that  is  fa r  d e e p e r  and f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .  

The  m a j o r  t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t  in F r e n c h  h i s t o r y  has  b e e n  the  
C G T - - C o n f e d e r a t i o n  G e n e r a l  du T r a v a i l - - T h e  G e n e r a l  F e d e r a t i o n  of 
L a b o r .  Th i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  has  b e e n  the  m a i n  s t r e a m  of union o r g a n i z a -  
t ion  in  F r a n c e .  

Dur ing  the  war ,  the C o m m u n i s t s ,  v e r y  wel l  o r g a n i z e d  in t h e  r e -  
s i s t a n c e ,  b e t t e r  o r g a n i z e d  than  the  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of the  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
w e r e  ab le  to get  c o n t r o l  of  the  m a c h i n e r y  of the  CGT. T h e y  used  tha t  
m a c h i n e r y  for  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  for  ge t t i ng  r i d  of t h e i r  oppo-  
n e n t s  o r  pu t t ing  t h e i r  opponen t s  into i m p o s s i b l e  "si tuations.  By t h e  end  
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of 1947, m a n y  of the  n o n - C o m m u n i s t s  wi th in  the  CGT, tha t  is ,  the  a c -  
t ive  ones ,  had  g iven  up hope of t ak ing  b a c k  c o n t r o l .  T h e y  sp l i t  away  
and  f o r m e d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  known as  F o r c e  O u v r l e r e  W o r k e r ' s  F o r c e .  
It, l i ke  the  A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  of  L a b o r  and the CIO, is  a f f i l i a t ed  to 
the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  of F r e e  T r a d e  Unions .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  a v e r a g e  F r e n c h  w o r k e r ,  did not  fol -  
low t h e s e  p e o p l e  out  of the  CGT, so tha t  t oday  it c l a i m s - - a n d  in L a t i n  
c o u n t r i e s  c l a i m s  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  r a t h e r  of a c o m p a r i s o n  than  of  a : r ea l -  
i t y - - s o m e  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  m e m b e r s .  M o r e  r e a l i s t i c  e s t i m a t e s  ruri in 
the  n e i g h b o r h o o d  of 1 - 1 / 2  m i l l i o n - - s o m e p l a c e  b e t w e e n  a m i l l i o n  and 
o n e - q u a r t e r  and a m i l l i o n  and o n e - h a l f .  

On the  o t h e r  hand,  o u r  f r i e n d s  of F o r c e  Ouvri~ere c l a i m  a m i l l i o n  
m e m b e r s .  I a m  a f r a i d  tha t  tha t  too is  j u s t  a c l a i m .  When it c o m e s  to 
d u e s - p a y i n g  m e m b e r s ,  it is  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s .  

T h e r e  is  a t h i r d  g r o u p  in the  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  known as  the  C F T C - -  
ConfeZd6ration F r a n l ~ a i s e  de  T r a v a i l l e u r s  C h r 6 t i e n s  o r  the  F r e n c h  Con-  
f e d e r a t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  W o r k e r s ,  wh ich  in r e a l i t y  i s  a C a t h o l i c  o r i e n t e d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f a i r l y  c l o s e  to the M R P ,  the  Ca tho l i c  p a r t y .  It, too,  
c l a i m s  a m i l l i o n  m e m b e r s ,  and a g a i n  the c l a i m  is  one  tha t  t e n d s  to in -  
c l u d e  f r i e n d s ,  as  we l l  as  m e m b e r s .  I have  b e e n  l ook ing  fo r  a c h a r i t a -  
b l e  way  of s a y i n g  that ,  and I t h ink  I have  found it .  

In r e a l i t y ,  in  the  f a c t o r y  e l e c t i o n s  in F r a n c e ,  the  C o m m u n i s t  CGT 
ge t s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w o - t h i r d s  of the  v o t e s .  It v a r i e s .  S o m e t i m e s  it 
g o e s  down to 65 p e r c e n t ;  s o m e t i m e s  up to 70 p e r c e n t ;  but  a s  a whole  
it  i s  in  the  n e i g h b o r h o o d  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the v o t e s .  So, even  if  the f r e e ,  
o r  n o n - C o m m u n i s t ,  t r a d e - o r g a n i z a t i o n  v o t e s  a r e  added  t o g e t h e r ,  t hey  
don ' t  c o m e  to m o r e  than  about  o n e - t h i r d .  

One  of the  b a s i c  r e a s o n s  fo r  t h i s  has  b e e n  the  i n a b i l i t y  of  the  non-  
C o m m u n i s t  un ions  to do a b e t t e r  job than  the  C o m m u n i s t s  in g e t t i n g  
d e c e n t  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  for  the  w o r k e r s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t .  

Now, m o s t  of you  p r o b a b l y  know tha t  in th i s  c o u n t r y  t h e r e  was  a 
C o m m u n i s t  d a n g e r  in the  A m e r i c a n  t r a d e  un ions ,  and the  C o m m u n i s t s  
had,  in one  way o r  a n o t h e r ,  s i z a b l e  i n f l u e n c e ,  and e v e n  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n -  
f l u e n c e ,  in c e r t a i n  of the  l a r g e  un ions  in th i s  c o u n t r y .  But it  was  p o s -  
s i b l e ,  in  the  a u t o - w o r k e r s '  union,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i c h  is  the  l a r g e s t  
un ion  in the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  to b e a t  the  C o m m u n i s t s ,  t h r o w  t h e m  out of 
the  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and r e n d e r  t h e m  h a r m l e s s ,  as  f a r  as  the  union is  
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c o n c e r n e d ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e m  to p e r h a p s  a o n e - p e r c e n t  m i n o r i t y  by show"  
ing  the  union m e m b e r s  that  the  f r e e  and d e m o c r a t i c  t radel  unions  w e r e  
ab le  to do a b e t t e r  job of d e f e n d i n g  the  d a y - t o - d a y  p r a c t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c  
i n t e r e s t s  of  the  w o r k e r s  i nvo lved .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  that  has  not b e e n  the  c a s e  so f a r  in F r a n c e .  This ,  
of c o u r s e ,  g ive s  the  C o m m u n i s t s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  to con t inue  t h e i r  ho ld  
o v e r  the  m a j o r i t y  of the  w o r k i n g  peop le .  One of the  r e a s o n s  tha t  it has  
b e e n  so d i f f icu l t  i s  that  the  G o v e r n m e n t  t ends  to con t inue  a p r o c e s s  of  
d i s c o u r a g i n g  l o c a l  c o l l e c t i v e - b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .  

In F r a n c e ,  as in m a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in E u r o p e ,  w h a t e v e r  p r o g -  
r e s s  is  m a d e  so f a r  as  the  work ing  cond i t i ons  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t e n d s  to 
be  m a d e  on a n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  w h e r e  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  s 0 m e -  
t i m e s  pays  off b e t t e r  than  what we know in th i s  c o u n t r y  as  the  c o n s t r u c -  
t i ve  and m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  d a y - t o - d a y  union ac t iv i ty .  In th i s  you have  a 
m e a s u r e  of unholy,  if  unwr i t t en ,  uni ted  f ron t  b e t w e e n  the  C o m m u n i s t s ,  
who ga in  f r o m  th is ,  and c e r t a i n  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ,  who t h i n k  
they  ga in  f r o m  it, too.  

Now, a few words on Italy. Much of what I said about France is 
true in Italy as well. The population is a little more. The number of 
Communists and fellow travelers is in reality considerably more. In 
Italy, the CGIL--Confederazione Generale Italiano del Lavoro--the 
Italian General Federation of Labor, the equivalent of the CGT in 
France, claims over five million members--close to six million. Ac- 
cording to more realistic estimates, it is about three million. That's 
a lot less, but it is still a lot. 

The CISL, o r  the  Ca tho l i c  o r i e n t e d  t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t ,  c l a i m s  
two m i l l i o n .  The  UIL, which  is  the n e w e s t  of the  t h r e e ,  and w h i c h i s  
s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c  in i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  c l a i m s  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n .  As in 
F r a n c e ,  t h e s e  a r e  c l a i m s ,  not  s t a t i s t i c s .  So that ,  if anyth ing ,  as  you 
can  s e e ,  t he  r e s u l t ,  as  f a r  as m e m b e r s h i p  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  is  e v e n  w o r s e  
than  in F r a n c e .  

H o w e v e r ,  o v e r  the  pas t  y e a r  t h e r e  has  b e e n  a shi f t  in the  trerldi, 
Whi l e  t h e r e  is  no p r o o f  that  C o m m u n i s t s  have  lo s t  t h e i r  vo t ing  s t r e n g t h  
in g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  (in fact ,  the  D e c e m b e r  1953 e l e c t i o n s  in  the  Soath  
of  I t a ly  w e r e  qui te  a shock ,  b e c a u s e  the  C o m m u n i s t  s t r e n g t h  went  up 
by t en  p e r c e n t ) ,  ye t  when  it has  c o m e  to the  f a c t o r y  e l e c t i o n s ,  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  in the  N o r t h  of I ta ly ,  in the  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s ,  t he  C o m m u -  
n i s t s  have  b e e n  t ak ing  a s i z a b l e  l i ck ing .  Now, by "a  s i z a b l e  l i c k i n g "  I 
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don ' t  m e a n  t hey  have  b e c o m e  the  s m a l l e s t  of the  t h r e e .  I m e a n  tha t  
in a f ew p l an t s  the  two n o n - C o m m u n i s t  f e d e r a t i o n s ,  when a d d e d  to -  
g e t h e r ,  have  as m u c h  o r ,  in a f ew p l a c e s ,  a l i t t l e  bi t  m o r e  t han  the  
C o m m u n i s t s .  

I t h ink  a l m o s t  any  n e w s p a p e r  o r  m a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e  o r  t h ink  p i e c e  
on I t a l y  c o m m e n t s  on the  fac t ,  p e r h a p s  the  s t r a n g e  s e e m i n g  fac t ,  tha t  
h e r e  is  a C a t h o l i c  c o u n t r y ,  a c o u n t r y  in which  the  a v e r a g e  f a m i l y  has ,  
as  a v i r t u a l l y  a u t o m a t i c  p a r t  of i t s  f a m i l y  l i fe ,  the  C a t h o l i c  s a c r a m e n t s ,  
ye t  a c o u n t r y  in w h i c h  the  s a m e  w o r k i n g  f a m i l y  goes  to M a s s - - o r  at 
l e a s t  p a r t  of  the  f a m i l y  d o e s - - a n d  a c c e p t s  the  b a s i c  C h u r c h  d o c t r i n e ,  
w h i c h  is ,  of c o u r s e ,  a v e r y  s t r o n g l y  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  d o c t r i n e ;  but  the  
a v e r a g e  w o r k i n g  f a m i l y  then  goes  out  and v o t e s  C o m m u n i s t  in the  f a c -  
t o r y  e l e c t i o n s  and in m a n y  c a s e s  v o t e s  C o m m u n i s t  p o l i t i c a l l y  as  we l l .  

It  m a y  s e e m  to be  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  but  it i s  one  of t h o s e  c o n t r a d i c -  
t i ons  w h i c h  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  is  a r e a l i t y  in l i fe  and, s i n c e  the  e c o n o m i c  
c o n d i t i o n s  in  I t a l y  a r e  as  bad  as t h e y  a r e ,  and s i n c e  you  have  th i s  d r i v e  
w h i c h  ge t s  p e o p l e  not  on ly  wi l l i ng  to d i s r e g a r d  the  t e n e t s  in wh ich  t h e y  
b a s i c a l l y  b e l i e v e ,  but  a l so  as  t hey  a r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e a d y  to cut  t h e i r  
t i e s  wi th  t h e i r  own so i l  and e m i g r a t e ,  t h e r e  is  t r e m e n d o u s  p r e s s u r e  to 
b r e a k  l o o s e  f r o m  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  

Al l  of  t h e s e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  that ,  u n l e s s  s o m e t h i n g  is  done  abou t  
the  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  in  I t a ly ,  i t  i s  go ing  to c o n t i n u e  h a v i n g  t h e s e  and 
o t h e r  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  

P a r t  of  the  b i g  pr~651em of I t a l y  is  t h i s  whole  q u e s t i o n  of a g r a r i a n  
r e f o r m  w h i c h  m a k e s  it p o s s i b l e  f o r  the  C o m m u n i s t s  to h a v e  as m u c h  
s t r e n g t h  as  t h e y  h a v e  a m o n g  the  l and  w o r k e r s  in the  South.  F o r  e x a m -  
p le ,  to u se  a f a i r l y  c o m m o n  e x p r e s s i o n ,  m a n y  p e a s a n t s  don ' t  know 
c o m m u n i s m  f r o m  r h u m a t i s m ,  but  t h e y  a r e  vo t i ng  the  C o m m u n i s t  t i c k e t  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  do know t h e y  a r e  not  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  d e c e n t l y ;  t h e y  do know 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  c a n ' t  ge t  a d e c e n t  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e y  know, too, tha t  
m e a n w h i l e  the a b s e n t e e  l a n d l o r d s  of the  b ig  e s t a t e s  i n  the  South  of 

I t a l y  a r e  r u n n i n g  f r o m  a V e n i c e  f e s t i v a l  to a C a n n e s  f e s t i v a l  and a r e  
e n j o y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  It is  no t  a s i t u a t i o n  in which  d e m o c r a c y  c a n  
f l o u r i s h ,  but  a s i t u a t i o n  in w h i c h  e x t r e m e s  p r o s p e r .  

The  o t h e r  p a r t  of  the  p i c t u r e  in  I t a l y  i s  the  q u e s t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  
r e f o r m .  I t a l y  is  b e s e t  by m o n o p o l i e s ,  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  m o n o p o l i e s ,  tha t  
c o n t r o l  not  on ly  the  e c o n o m i c  l i fe  of the  c o u n t r y  but  a l so  tl.3 n e w s p a p e r s  
and  a g r e a t  d e a l  of the  p o l i t i c a l  l i fe  and  the  s o c i a l  l i fe .  Not on ly  do 
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t h e y  c o n t r o l ,  but t hey  c o n t r o l  in a way which  i m p e d e s  the  d e v e l o p -  
m e n t  of i n d u s t r i a l  p r o g r e s s  in I t a ly .  I a m  s u r e  m o s t  of you have  h e a r d  
of th i s  c u s t o m ,  if  you  c a l l  it that ,  tha t  e x i s t s  in I t a ly ,  a s  in F r a n c e ,  
w h e r e  m a n y  m a n y  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  p r o d u c e  as l i t t l e  as  p o s s i b l e  wi th  as  
h igh a p r o f i t  m a r g i n  as p o s s i b l e ,  and the  h e c k  wi th  the  m a s s - c o n s u m p -  
t ion  m a r k e t .  O f  c o u r s e  tha t  m e a n s  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  u n d e r - c o n s u m p t i o n ,  
and p r e s s u r e  fo r  e m i g r a t i o n ,  and  a l l  t h r e e  t o g e t h e r  a l so  add  to s t r e n g t h  
fo r  the  C o m m u n i s t s  and w e a k n e s s  fo r  the n o n - C o m m u n i s t s .  

Now, a coup l e  of w o r d s  about  Spain .  The  A m e r i c a n  l a b o r  m o v e -  
m e n t - - a n d  th i s  is  t r u e  of bo th  the  A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  of L a b o r  and  
the  C o n g r e s s  of I n d u s t r i a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s - - h a s  no r e l a t i o n s  and  wan t s  
no r e l a t i o n s  with  the  s i n d i c a t o s ,  the  s o - c a l l e d  t r a d e  un ions  of Spain .  
Tha t  does  not s top  us f r o m  t r y i n g  to u n d e r s t a n d  what  g o e s  on in Spain .  
I t r y  to keep  up with  the d i f f e r e n t  th ings  tha t  a r e  go ing  on t h e r e .  I o c -  
c a s i o n a l l y  t h u m b  t h r o u g h  a l i t t l e  of the Span i sh  p r e s s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
t a l k  to s o m e o n e  who has  b e e n  t h e r e ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  have  e v e n  b e e n  
t h e r e  m y s e l f .  

One of the i n f l u e n t i a l  n e w s p a p e r s  of Spain  is  a p a p e r  c a l l e d  Ya,  
in M a d r i d .  It h a p p e n s  to be  the  m a j o r  C a t h o l i c  n e w s p a p e r  i n  M a d r i d .  
In a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  e a r l y  th i s  y e a r  in tha t  n e w s p a p e r ,  the" A r c h b i s h o p  
of To ledo ,  who is the  C a r d i n a l  P r i m a t e  of Spain ,  h i m s e l f  took  no te  
( - - I  s a y  " h i m s e l f "  b e c a u s e  a l l  of the C h u r c h  has  not  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t -  
s e l f  by  oppos i t i on  to the  p r e s e n t  r e g i m e - - t h a t  is ,  the  m a j o r  p a r t  of the  
C h u r c h  though  s o m e  p e o p l e  in the  C h u r c h  have  o p p o s e d  i t - - )  of  the  d i s -  
a p p o i n t m e n t  of Span i sh  w o r k e r s  wi th  the  " t r a d e - u n i o n "  s e t u p  in tha t  
c o u n t r y .  Pie was  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  about  i t .  In fac t ,  t h o s e  p e o p l e  wi th in  
the  C h u r c h  in Spain  who a r e  c o n c e r n e d  about  l a b o r  p r o b l e m s ,  and  a 
n u m b e r  of  t h e m  a r e  today ,  have  e x p r e s s e d  tha t  c o n c e r n  in even  s t r o n g e r  
t e r m s  than  the  C a r d i n a l  did.  

J u s t  a few days  b e f o r e  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  a n o t h e r  one  was  m a d e  by a 
l e a d i n g  b i shop ,  in wh ich  he  s a i d  tha t  the  S p a n i s h  " u n i o n s "  a r e  n e i t h e r  
g e n u i n e  n o r  a r e  t hey  in c o n f o r m i t y  with  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  
T h e  A m e r i c a n  t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t  a g r e e s  c o m p l e t e l y ,  and  would  add  
tha t  t hey  a r e  not in c o n f o r m i t y  with  any  s o c i a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  C h r i s t i a n  o r  
not. 

In c o n s i d e r i n g  the  p r o b l e m  of Spain,  I t h ink  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  lo -  
c a t i o n  is  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c to r .  A few m o n t h s  ago a L i e u t e n a n t  Co lo -  
n e l  K i e f e r ,  who l e c t u r e d  on g e o p o l i t i c s  at the  War  C o l l e g e  h e r e ,  m a d e  
a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and,  in m y  opin ion ,  a v e r y  v a l i d  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
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what he c a l l e d  p r i m a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  space .  By s e c o n d a r y  s p a c e  
he m e a n t  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  which fa l l  ou t s i de  the  p o w e r  be l t  of  p r o b a -  
b i l i ty  of a hot  war .  F r o m  al l  p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i o n S ,  I f  t h e r e  is  go ing  to 
be any s e c o n d a r y  s p a c e  a n y w h e r e  in the  wor ld ,  if  we a r e  not  go ing  to 
have  a n o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  in which  t h e r e  is  "no h id ing  p l a c e  down h e r e ,  " 
if  t h e r e  i s  any s e c o n d a r y  , ,pace,  Spain could  l o g i c a l l y  be  c o n s i d e r e d  
as b e i n g  in s o m e  s o r t  of s e c o n d a r y  space ,  with the  P y r e n e e s ,  and with 
the  c o m p a r a t i v e  d i s t a n c e  away f r o m  R u s s i a n  l i n e s .  

Now, the  p r o b l e m  of ge t t i ng  a d e c e n t  s i tua t ion ,  as  f a r  as the  Un i t ed  
S ta tes  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  in a c o u n t r y  such  as Spain, a c c o r d i n g  to K i e f e r - -  
who did  not  m e n t i o n  Spain;  he was s p e a k i n g  of o t h e r  a r e a s  of s e c o n d a r y  
s p a c e - - i s ,  f i r s t  of  al l ,  that  of f u r n i s h i n g  goods to a l l i e s ;  s econd ly ,  of 
s e e i n g  to i t s  own i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y ;  and th i rd ly ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  enough 
m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  fo r  i n i t i a l  d e f e n s e  in the  i m p r o b a b l e  even t  of  an a t tack .  

C e r t a i n l y  the  t h i r d  cond i t i on  Spain s e e m s  to fu l f i l l  c o m p l e t e l y .  
Anyone  who has  b e e n  to Spain in r e c e n t  y e a r s  ge t s  the  i m p r e s s i o n  that  
e v e r y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  he m e e t s  in the  s t r e e t  is  in un i fo rm,  and p r o b a b l y  
an o f f i c e r .  (I don ' t  want the  o f f i c e r s '  union ge t t i ng  a f t e r  m e  for  that  
r e m a r k .  } 

The  f i r s t  c a t e g o r y  that  K i e f e r  s e t  up in his  a n a l y s i s  was f u r n i s h i n g  
goods .  Spain d o e s  not  have  a h e c k  of a lot  in that  f i e ld .  The  s e c o n d  
one  i s  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  if  the  Un i t ed  S ta tes  is  go ing  to 
c o n s t r u c t  a i r  b a s e s  and nava l  b a s e s  in the  coun t ry .  That  is  the  b u s i -  
n e s s  of the  c o u n t r y ' s  own i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y .  

E v e r y  i n d i c a t i o n  we have  of the  l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n  in Spain  l e a d s  us to 
b e l i e v e  tha t  any r e l i a n c e  on the s e c u r i t y  of  the  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  is  bu i l d -  
ing on sand ,  and  a v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  q u i c k s a n d  at that .  E v e r y  one  is  in  
the  g o v e r n m e n t - c o n t r o l l e d  "union;  " so ,  f r o m  the  poin t  of v i e w  of f ig-  
u r e s ,  it  i s  about  as if  we w e r e  to t a lk  about how m a n y  p e o p l e  b e l o n g  
to R u s s i a n  "un ions .  " It is  in the  s a m e  c l a s s - - w i t h  a s p e c i a l  tw i s t  t ha t  
has  b e e n  added ;  n a m e l y ,  the  e m p l o y e r s  a r e  m e m b e r s  of the  union as 
we l l .  How anyone  c a l l s  that  a union a f t e r  that ,  I don ' t  know. But 
w o r d s  c a n ' t  p r o t e s t  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y  aga in s t  t h e i r  use  o r  m i s u s e .  

P e r h a p s  at th i s  point ,  Colone l ,  we m i g h t  s top  fo r  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s .  

COLONEL O ' N E I L :  L e t ' s  t ake  a t e n - m i n u t e  b r e a k .  
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_COLONEL O ' N E I L :  Al l  s e t  fo r  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q U E S T I O N :  What  a s s i s t a n c e  is  CIO g iv ing  to the  n o n - C o m m u n i s t  
un ions  in F r a n c e  and I t a l y ?  A r e  they  w o r k i n g  d i r e c t l y  wi th  t h e m ,  o r  
t h r o u g h  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  of  F r e e  T r a d e  Unions  ? 

MR. B E N E D I C T :  The  CIO is w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e d e r a t i o n  of F r e e  T r a d e  Unions  to he lp  the  f r e e  t r a d e  un ions  in 
F r a n c e  and  I t a ly ,  and has  b e e n  for  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  Th i s  q u e s t i o n  m a k e s  
m e  f ee l  l i ke  t a k i n g  an e x t r a  m i n u t e  to g ive  y o u  s o m e  of the  b a c k g r o u n d  
of A m e r i c a n  a id  in  the  l a b o r  f i e ld .  R igh t  a f t e r  the  w a r  A m e r i c a n  t r a d e  
un ions  w e r e  of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to the  f r e e  t r a d e  un ions  
of E u r o p e .  E v e r y  type  of m a t e r i a l - - f o o d  p a c k a g e s  to f r e e  t r a d e  un ion -  
i s t s  who had  ju s t  c o m e  t h r o u g h ,  p e r h a p s ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s ,  o r  j u s t  
the  s i m p l e  e v e r y  day l a c k  of  food tha t  e x i s t e d  in E u r o p e ;  m i m e o g r a p h  
m a c h i n e s ;  t y p e w r i t e r s ;  in s o m e  c a s e s ,  j e e p s ;  loud  s p e a k e r  e q u i p m e n t ,  
and so  f o r t h - - w a s  s e n t  to f r e e  t r a d e  un ions  tha t  w e r e  l a c k i n g  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  

As t i m e  went  on, it  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t ,  at l e a s t  to C I O ,  tha t  A m e r -  
i c a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  if it  can  be  c a l l e d  that ,  in the  a c t i v i t i e s  of a E u r o -  
p e a n  t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t ,  was  not  as  w e l c o m e  as a c o o p e r a t i v e  
e f fo r t ,  u n d e r t a k e n  u n d e r  the  h e a d i n g  of  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  
of  F r e e  T r a d e  Unions ,  and so CIO s h i f t e d  i t s  e m p h a s i s  m o r e  and m o r e  
in the  d i r e c t i o n  of w o r k i n g  w i t h  and t h r o u g h  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t  
r a t h e r  t han  r u n n i n g  d i r e c t  p r o g r a m s  of  i t s  own.  

Tha t  did not  s top  the  F r e n c h  o r  I t a l i a n  un ions  f r o m  knowing  tha t  
CIO had c o n t r i b u t e d  to a p r o g r a m  of th i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t .  I 
m u s t  s a y  tha t  the  a l l i e d  t r a d e - u n i o n  m e m b e r s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t  
s h a r e s .  As a m a t t e r  of  fac t ,  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  o v e r  
the  p a s t  t h r e e  o r  fou r  y e a r s  to the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s  R e g i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  
Fund ,  w h i c h  is  b a s i c a l l y  a i m e d  at the  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .  The  
l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r  was  the  B r i t i s h  TUC; the  nex t  l a r g e s t  was  the  CIO; 
and the  C a n a d i a n s ,  G e r m a n s ,  and  S c a n d i n a v i a n s ,  e t c . ,  a l s o  c h i p p e d  
in .  

We th ink  tha t  i s  a m u c h  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  way of  w o r k i n g  than  if  we  
o u r s e l v e s  w e r e  to g o  in and c h o o s e  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  g roup  of i n d i -  
Viduals  and g ive  t h e m  m o n e y .  The  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  in CIO on th i s  th ing  
i s ,  we want  a l l i e s  who a r e  p r o u d  enough  and  ab le  enough  to s t a n d  on 
t h e i r  own fee t ,  r a t h e r  ~han p u p p e t s .  G e n e r a l l y ,  in  l i fe ,  p e o p l e  tha t  
we can  buy,  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  c a n  buy,  too.  

\ 
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QUESTION:  M r .  B e n e d i c t ,  have  I u n d e r s t o o d  you  c o r r e c t l y ?  
You i n f e r r e d  tha t  the  r e a s o n  the  C o m m u n i s t s  f a i l e d  in t h e i r  m o v e m e n t  
wi th in  t he  A m e r i c a n  t r a d e  union was  b e c a u s e  t hey  had no th ing  to o f f e r .  
I s n ' t  it  s o m e t h i n g  f a r  m o r e  b a s i c  than  that ,  n a m e l y - -  

MR. B E N E D I C T :  Go ahead .  

S T U D E N T :  No, I wi l l  s top t h e r e .  I s n ' t  it s o m e t h i n g  m u c h  m o r e  
b a s i c  t han  tha t  ? 

MR. B E N E D I C T :  Well ,  t h e r e  a r e  a lot  of r e a s o n s  why the  C o m -  
m u n i s t s  f a i l e d  in the A m e r i c a n  t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t .  I don ' t  know 
how m u c h  we want  to get  off into a d i s c u s s i o n  of the  A m e r i c a n  s c e n e ;  
but  c e r t a i n l y ,  in a n u m b e r  of s p e c i f i c  un ions ,  in a n u m b e r  of s p e c i f i c  
i n d u s t r i e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  had s u c c e e d e d  in ge t t i ng  ho ld  of the a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  of the  unions ,  it was  p o s s i b l e  to b r e a k  tha t  hold .  
W a l t e r  R e u t h e r ' s  auto w o r k e r s  a r e  a p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  of that ,  on the  
b a s i s  of s h o w i n g  tha t  the C o m m u n i s t s  did not  ac t  in the  i n t e r e s t s  of the  
auto  w o r k e r s .  In o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  in o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n u m b e r  
of o t h e r  f a c t o r s  c o m e  into p lay ,  but ,  if  the  o p p o s i t i o n  to the  C o m m u -  
n i s t s  is  not  ab l e  to s h o w  that  it i s  c a p a b l e  of d e f e n d i n g  the  w o r k e r s '  
i n t e r e s t s ,  t hen  it does  not  have  m u c h  c h a n c e  of o v e r t h r o w i n g  a C o m -  
m u n i s t  s t r a n g l e  hold  on the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  of the  union .  

Tha t  was  the  poin t  I m a d e .  

QUESTION:  M r .  B e n e d i c t ,  I a m  not qui te  s u r e  of m y  f a c t s  on 
th i s  q u e s t i o n .  You can  s top  m e  q u i c k l y  if  I a m  wrong .  I b e l i e v e  A m -  
b a s s a d o r  L u c e  in I t a l y  o r g a n i z e d  s o m e t h i n g  she  c a l l e d  m a c h i n e r y  to 
a w a r d  c o n t r a c t s  to I t a l i a n  i n d u s t r y  by  way of an o f f s h o r e  p r o c u r e m e n t  
p r o g r a m .  O u r  a m b a s s a d o r  and the  C h i e f  of MAAG w e r e  in on th i s .  
A m  I r i g h t  so f a r  ? 

MR.  B E N E D I C T .  Yes .  

S T U D E N T :  What  i n f l u e n c e  has  tha t  a c t i o n  had in the  t r e n d  a w a y  
f r o m , C o m m u n i s t  d o m i n a t e d  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  ? If i{ has  had  an i n f l u -  
e n c e ,  would  the  s a m e  s y s t e m  w o r k  in F r a n c e ,  m a y b e  ? 

MR.  B E N E D I C T :  You have  hit  upon a s o u r c e  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a r g u m e n t  wi th in  the  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t  and i t s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is  the  n e w  n a m e  of the  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  s u c c e s s o r  
a g e n c y .  In I t a l y  o f f s h o r e  p r o c u r e m e n t  is  a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  f a c t o r - - t h a t  
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i s ,  the  h a n d l i n g  of o f f s h o r e  p r o c u r e m e n t  is a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  f a c t o r  
a f f e c t i n g  the  e n t i r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  in the  s h o p - c o m -  
m i t t e e  e l e c t i o n s  of the c o u n t r y .  

In F r a n c e ,  fo r  one  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  the  p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
h a v e  not  s e e n  fi t  to w o r r y  about  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  T h e r e  is  c o n s i d e r -  
ab l e  c r i t i c i s m  of tha t  l a c k  of i n t e r e s t  in F r a n c e .  

The whole  q u e s t i o n  of o f f s h o r e  p r o c u r e m e n t  c o n t r a c t s  is  one  
wh ich  is  o n  the  l ips  of e v e r y o n e  in I t a ly  who is  c o n c e r n e d  wi th  the  
C o m m u n i s t  p r o b l e m  in the f a c t o r y  a s p e c t s .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  ha s  p l a y e d  
a r o l e  in  the  de fea t ,  o r  even  the  c o m p a r a t i v e  de fea t ,  of the  C o m m u n i s t s  
in a n u m b e r  of  f a c t o r i e s .  L i k e  so  m a n y  th ings  in l i fe ,  though,  it  t e n d s  
to have  a n o t h e r  s i d e  to i t .  

One of the  th ings  tha t  w o r r i e d  m e  th i s  s u m m e r  when  I v i s i t e d  
L i v o r n o  { L e g h o r n } - - o n e  of the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  po in t s  fo r  the  A m e r i -  
c a n s - - w a s  the  fac t  tha t  i n  one  of the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m e t a l  p l a n t s  in, 
L e g h o r n ,  the  W h i t e h e a d  M o t o - F i d e s  P l a n t ,  the  C o m m u n i s t s  w e r e  
l i c k e d  l a s t  y e a r  in the  f a c t o r y  e l e c t i o n s  whi l e  t h e r e  was  an o f f s h o r e  
p r o c u r e m e n t  p r o g r a m  in  tha t  f a c t o r y .  The  c o n t r a c t  was  f i n i s h e d .  
Th i s  y e a r  t h e r e  was no p r o c u r e m e n t  p r o g r a m  at M o t o - F i d e s ,  and th i s  
y e a r  the  C o m m u n i s t s  took  b a c k  the  m a j o r i t y .  Tha t  w o r r i e s  m e .  It 
w o r r i e s  a lot  of o t h e r  peop le ,  too,  and it shou ld .  

U n l e s s  the f r e e  f o r c e s  in the  I t a l i a n  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  a r e  ab le  to 
fo l l ow  up on t h e s e  e l e c t i o n  v i c t o r i e s  wi th  i n t e n s i v e  educat ional~  w o r k  
at  the f a c t o r y  l e v e l  and  with i n t e n s i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work ,  i n c l u d i n g  
f igh t ing  wi th  the  v e r y  e m p l o y e r  who p e r h a p s  looks  wi th  f a v o r  on t h e i r  
v i c t o r y ,  u n l e s s  t hey  a r e  ab le  to do th~it, t h e i r  v i c t o r y  is  go ing  to be  
s h o r t  l i ved .  C e r t a i n l y  tha t  e x a m p l e  in L i v o r n o ,  wh i l e  I hope  it does  
not  i n d i c a t e  what  i s  go ing  to be  a g e n e r a l  t r e n d  on the  o t h e r  hand  is  
i m p o r t a n t  enough  to c a u s e  a n u m b e r  of us to d i s c u s s  th i s  at  g r e a t  
~length wi th  the  I t a l i a n  f r e e - t r a d e - u n i o n  l e a d e r s  and to e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  
to r e a c t  a g a i n s t  any s u c h  p o s s i b l e  t r e n d .  

T h e r e  have  a l so  b e e n  s o m e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  o f f s h o r e  p r o c u r e m e n t s  
w e r e  not  l a r g e l y  invo lved ,  in wh ich  the  C o m m u n i s t s  w e r e  b e a t e n ,  and  
t h e r e  have  a l s o  b e e n  a f ew p l a c e s  in w h i c h  o f f s h o r e  p r o c u r e m e n t  was  
not  i n v o l v e d  in wh ich  the  C o m m u n i s t s  w e r e  b e a t e n  and t hen  m a n a g e d  
to c r e e p  b a c k  in.  
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So t h i s  p r o b l e m  i s  a g e n e r a l  one  of  what  h a p p e n s  a f t e r  o u r  
f r i e n d s  l i c k  t h e m  in  t he  e l e c t i o n s .  C e r t a i n l y  the  u s e  of  o f f s h o r e  p r o -  
c u r e m e n t  c o n t r a c t s  h a s  m a d e  it  e a s i e r  f o r  t he  i n i t i a l  l i c k i n g  to be  
g i v e n  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s .  But  t ha t  i s  no t  e n o u g h .  

QUESTION: M r .  B e n e d i c t ,  I r e a l i z e  tha t  t h i s  i s  a l o a d e d  q u e s t i o n ,  
bu t  I t h i n k  i t  m u s t  b e  a s k e d .  In the  e v e n t  of  h o s t i l i t i e s  b e t w e e n  o u r -  
s e l v e s  a n d  the  R u s s i a n s ,  wha t  i s  y o u r  r e a c t i o n  on the  a t t i t u d e  of  
F r e n c h  l a b o r  ? I a m  s p e a k i n g  of  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r  now,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
w i t h  t he  CGT in  m i n d .  

MR.  B E N E D I C T :  Oh, wel l ,  I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  by  and  l a r g e  F r e n c h  
l a b o r - - a n d  t h i s  i s  t r u e  of  I t a l i a n  l a b o r  t o o - - t h i n k s  wi th  h o r r o r  of  any  
o u t b r e a k  of  h o s t i l i t i e s  and  wou ld  no t  be  e n t h u s i a s t i c  abou t  w h o e v e r  

:0 
s t a r t e d  i t .  Now, m o d e r n  p r o p a g a n d a  m a c h i n e s  b e i n g  wha~ t h e y  a r e ,  
n o b o d y  i s  l i k e l y  to  k n o w  who s t a r t e d  i t ,  e v e n  a f t e r  i t  g e t s  s t a r t e d ;  so  
t ha t  t he  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  w o r k i n g  in  s h o p  down at  F i a t  i s  l i k e l y  to h e a r  
o n l y  w h e n  t h e  n e a r e s t  p r o p a g a n d a  m a c h i n e  b l a r e s  in to  h i s  e a r s  as  to  
who s t a r t e d  i t .  I f e e l  s u r e  he  wi l l  r e a c t  a g a i n s t  w h o m e v e r  he  t h i n k s  
s t a r t e d  i t .  T h i s  i s  l e a v i n g  a s i d e  who r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  it ,  and  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  he  i s  g o i n g  to m a k e  a v e r y  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  a s s i s t a n c e .  

QUESTION: M r .  B e n e d i c t ,  I a s s u m e  tha t  the  r a n k  and  f i l e  of  
l a b o r  n o r m a l l y  j o i n  t he  un ion  f o r  t he  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e i r  own  p o s i t i o n  
and ,  h a v i n g  a c e n t r a l  b a r g a i n i n g  a u t h o r i t y  and  so  on,  t h e y  p a y  t h e i r  
d u e s  and  t h e  m o n e y  g o e s  in to  t he  t r e a s u r y .  I w o n d e r  wha t  t he  f e e l i n g  
of  t he  r a n k  and  f i l e  i s  abou t  the  u s e  of  un ion  m o n i e s  to b e t t e r  t he  c o n -  
d i t i o n s  of  t he  w o r k e r s ,  s ay ,  in  F r a n c e .  I c a n ' t  q u i t e  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t he  
r a n k  and  f i l e  o f  t h e  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t - - -  

MR.  B E N E D I C T :  You  m e a n  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y ?  

STUDENT: Y e s ,  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y - - i s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f u n d s  to  t he  c e n -  
t r a l  a g e n c y  to p r e v e n t  F r e n c h m e n  f r o m  w o r k i n g  50 h o u r s  a w e e k .  

MR.  B E N E D I C T :  Well ,  y o u  h a v e  h i t  on  what  is  o n e  of  m y  own  
t o u g h e s t  p r o b l e m s  and  t ha t  o f  m y  o p p o s i t e  n u m b e r  in  the  A F o f L .  No 
p r o g r a m  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  on a l o n g - r a n g e  
b a s i s  u n l e s s  we h a v e  s o m e  s o r t  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  a l o n g s i d e  of  
i t  in  t h e  A m e r i c a n  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t .  You  m i g h t  b e  s u r p r i s e d - - I  k n o w  

I w a s - - t h e  t i m e s  I h a v e  b e e n  to l o c a l  un ion  s c h o o l s  o r  c o n v e n t i o n s  
a n d  h a v e  s e e n  t he  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o v e r  and  a b o v e  wha t  t he  un -  
i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was  g i v i n g  to s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  o v e r s e a s  p r o g r a m  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in .  
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One such  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was  m a d e  l a s t  C h r i s t m a s  and to 
o u r  s u r p r i s e  we found that  A m e r i c a n  t r a d e  un ion i s t s ,  who at C h r i s t -  
m a s  t i m e  l ike  e v e r y  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n ,  a r e  b e s e t  with a l l  the  g iv ing  

p r o g r a m s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  the  C o m m u n i t y  Ches t ,  which  has  jus t  s t a r t e d ,  
up and down the  l ine ,  t h r o p g h  a l l  the h e a r t  funds and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  
t h e r e  is ,  t opped  off by 411 the  p e r s o n a l  gift  p r o b l e m s  that  o c c u r  a r o u n d  
C h r i s t m a s  t i m e ,  d e s p i t e  that ,  gave  t ens  of  t h o u s a n d s  of c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
fo r  gift  p a c k a g e s  to t r a d e  unions  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  o v e r  and  above  
what they  knew the  union was doing as a r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

So t h e r e  is  s o m e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on the  p a r t  of A m e r i c a n  w o r k e r s ,  
jus t  as I t h ink  t h e r e  is  s o m e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on the  p a r t  of  A m e r i c a n  
p e o p l e  in g e n e r a l ,  of the  t i e s  that  we have  wi th  the  p e o p l e  in o t h e r  p a r t s  
of the wor ld .  I know that  d u r i n g  m y  y e a r s  of  w o r k  wi th  CARE, which  
C o lo n e l  O ' N e i l  m e n t i o n e d ,  I was c o n s t a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  by the  fact  that  
A m e r i c a n  peop le  kept  on g iv ing .  Some  of it is  j u s t  p u r e  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  
I suppose ,  on the pa r t  of  peop le .  A n o t h e r ~ a r t  i s  p e r h a p s  th i s  b u s i n e s s  
of  e n l i g h t e n e d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  

In add i t ion  to ou r  m e m b e r s h i p  in the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  of 
F r e e  T r a d e  Unions ,  m o s t  of the  CIO unions  a r e  a f f i l i a t ed  w i t h  s o m e -  
th ing  s p e c i a l  that  e x i s t s  in the  wor ld  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t .  That  is  the  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  is  the  I n t e r n a -  
t i ona l  F e d e r a t i o n  of Me ta l  W o r k e r s ,  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  of 
T r a n s p o r t  W o r k e r s - - r i g h t  up and down the  l ine ,  t h r o u g h  a l l  the  m a j o r  
t r a d e s  and i n d u s t r i e s . . T h e r e  has  b e e n  v i r t u a l l y  no t r o u b l e  at a l l  ldx- 
p l a i n i n g  to the  auto w o r k e r s  in De t ro i t  tha~ the l i v ing  s t a n d a r d s  and the  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  of the  w o r k e r s  in the  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  a s s e m -  
b ly  p lan t  in Mexico  City,  o r  the  G e n e r a i M o t o r s  Ope l  p lan t  in D u s s e l -  
dorf ,  a f fec t  h is  s t a n d a r d s  too.  

So t h e r e  is  not  too s t r o n g  an oppos i t i on  o r  an o b s t a c l e  to o v e r c o m e  
when  it c o m e s  to ge t t i ng  s o m e  c o o p e r a t i o n .  As fa r  as  I ~rm c o n c e r n e d ,  
t h e r e  is  not  enough  of the  c o o p e r a t i o n  and of the con t r i bu t i on .  P r o b a b l y  
t h e r e  n e v e r  is  to a s p e c i a l i s t  in any f i e ld  enough  i n t e r e s t  in h is  f i e ld  
on the  p a r t  of o t h e r  peop l e .  But I would s ay  that ,  t r y i n g  to look  at it 
f r o m  an o b j e c t i v e  o r  o u t s i d e  point  of v iew,  t h e r e  is  a s u r p r i s i n g a m o u n t :  
of i n t e r e s t  and c o o p e r a t i o n .  

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  bi t  about what  a union is  l i ke  
in Spain, o r  in one of the  I r o n  C u r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  ? 
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MR. B E N E D I C T :  F i r s t  of a l l ,  as  I m e n t i o n e d ,  in Spain  the  e m -  
p l o y e r  is  a m e m b e r  of the union.  Not on ly  is  he  a m e m b e r  of the  un-  
ion,  but he is  a s o r t  of l e a d e r .  In the  I r o n  C u r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  h i s  p l a c e  
is  t a k e n  by one o r  two peop le ,  d e p e n d i n g  on the l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n - - t h e  
t r a d e - u n i o n  s e c r e t a r y ,  w h o s e  f i r s t  p r o b l e m  is:  how do we ge t  m o r e  
p r o d u c t i o n  out  of t h e s e  guys  ? - - o r  the p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y ,  w h o s e  f i r s t  
p r o b l e m  is  p r e t t y  m u c h  the  s a m e  th ing ,  c o m p l i c a t e d  wi th  p e r h a p s  
s o m e  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r t o n e s  tha t  he has  a t e n d e n c y  to be  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
in than  the  t r a d e - u n i o n  s e c r e t a r y  i s .  By a n d  l a r g e ,  though,  t h e r e  is  
not  too m u c h  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  

• In Spa in  the  f a c t o r y  o w n e r  is  u s u a l l y  f l anked  by  the  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
l e a d e r ,  j u s t  the  s a m e  as the  f a c t o r y  m a n a g e r  o r  t r a d e - u n i o n  s e c r e t a r y  
in I r o n  C u r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  is  f l anked  by the  C o m m u n i s t  s e c r e t a r y .  
T h e s e  p e o p l e  have  as  p a r t  of t h e i r  t a s k  the  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  k e e p i n g  up 
the  f r a m e w o r k  o r  f ron t  of a union s e t u p  at the s a m e  t i m e  tha t  t h e y  
m u s t  do e v e r y t h i n g  to a v o i d  any r e a l  p r o - l a b o r  func t ion  on the  p a r t  of 
tha t  union.  

S o m e t i m e s  t h e s e  th ings  r u n  a w a y  with  t h e m .  We have  s e e n  it hap -  
pen,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in E a s t  G e r m a n y ,  in 1953. The  s a m e  th ing  h a p p e n e d  
at t h e  s a m e  t i m e  in s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in E a s t e r n  E u r o p e .  The  
Skoda  w o r k e r s  in C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  o v e r r a n  th i s  union f r a m e w o r k  w h i c h  
was  s e t  up not  j u s t  as  a f r o n t  but  a l so  as  a s o r t  of h u r d l e  o r  o b s t a c l e .  
T h e y  o v e r r a n  th i s  and  s t r u c k  anyway .  In a f ew p l a c e s  they  even  c a r -  
r i e d  a long  l o c a l  f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  I have  s e e n  any n u m b e r  of r e p o r t s  
f r o m  the  C z e c h  C o m m u n i s t  p r e s s  a t t a c k i n g  th i s ,  tha t ,  o r  the  o t h e r  
l o c a l  f u n c t i o n a r y  fo r  l e t t i n g  h i m s e l f  be  used  as an " i n s t r u m e n t  of the  
e n e m i e s  of the  C z e c h o s l o v a k  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c .  " 

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  he a c t e d  as a t r a n s m i s s i o n  be l t  fo r  the w o r k e r s '  
p r o t e s t  about  the  s e tup .  E v e r y  once  in a whi le  you  wi l l  f ind  w o r k e r s ,  
even  a f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  of C o m m u n i s t  d o m i n a t i o n  in E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  
wi th  the  s t r a n g e  i d e a  tha t  t hey  s h o u l d  c o m p l a i n  to the  union about  
s p e e d - u p s .  One o t h e r  th ing  they  do s o m e t i m e s  is  to f ind s o m e  p o o r  
b e n i g h t e d  union  s e c r e t a r y  who d o e s  not  know his  job and i m a g i n e s  he  
is  s u p p o s e d  to p a s s  on the  c o m p l a i n t s  i n s t e a d  of  s q u e l c h i n g  t h e m .  It 
h a p p e n s .  

QUESTION:  Mr. B e n e d i c t ,  m y  q u e s t i o n  fo l l ows  r i g h t  in l i n e  wi th  
tha t  one .  With Spain  i n  the  p i c t u r e ,  what  is  the  s t o r y  as  f a r  as  l e a d e r -  
sh ip  and m a n a g e m e n t  and  l a b o r  in the  o t h e r  two c o u n t r i e s  a r e  c o n -  
c e r n e d ?  With l a r g e  C o m m u n i s t  m e m b e r s h i p ,  how can  m a n a g e m e n t  
c o n t i n u e  to o p e r a t e  ? 
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MR. B E N E D I C T :  One of the  s t r a n g e s t  th ings  about  m a n a g e m e n t  
in th i s  w o r l d  is  that  it m a n a g e s  to c o n t i n u e  to o p e r a t e  u n d e r  the  s t r a n -  
g e s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  As a boy  I r a n  a l a the  in a G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  p lan t .  
T h e r e  has  c o m e  to be  in the  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t ,  not  j u s t  in th i s  c o u n t r y ,  
but  in the  f r e e - l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  in g e n e r a l ,  an e x p r e s s i o n  known as 
" T h e  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  t a c t i c ,  " which  c o n s i s t e d ,  in t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  o v e r  
a p e r i o d  of s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  of f a v o r i n g  the  C o m m u n i s t - c o n t r o l l e d  un= 
ion as  a s t i c k  with which  to bea t  the a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  union;  the  : t heo ry  
e v i d e n t l y  b e i n g  tha t  the  C o m m u n i s t s  would  be  s o  g r a t e f u l  tha t  t h e y  
would  l i e  down and do w h a t e v e r  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  to ld  t h e m  to d o ,  a s  
the  f i r s t  p a r t ,  and, as  the  s e c o n d  p a r t ,  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c ' s  thinki 'ng,  
tha t  "we  can  a l w a y s  c r a c k  down on the  C o m m u n i s t s  wi th  o u t s i d e  he lp  
if  we n e e d  to, but  we c a n ' t  v e r y  we l l  c a l l  in the  F B I  a g a i n s t  J i m  C a r e y ,  
(who is the  head  of  the  CIO e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k e r s ) ;  it  wi l l  be  m u c h  e a s i e r  
to c a l l  in  the  F B I  when  n e c e s s a r y  a g a i n s t  the  UE (which  is  the  C o m m u =  
n i s t - d o m i n a t e d  union in the  e l e c t r i c a l  f ie ld .  )"  

The  s a m e  th ing  has  h a p p e n e d  in any  n u m b e r  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  
but  GE was the  p l a c e  w h e r e  the  th ing  f i r s t  b e c a m e  a s c a n d a l ,  and CIO 
p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  u s i n g  the  e x p r e s s i o n  "GE t a c t i c .  " O t h e r  un ions  in o t h e r  
p a r t s  of the  wor ld ,  f a c i n g  s i m i l a r  t a c t i c s ,  use  the  s a m e  e x p r e s s i o n .  
Any  n u m b e r  of b ig  c o n c e r n s  in E u r o p e  have  c o n s i s t e n t l y  w o r k e d  wi th  
C o m m u n i s t - c o n t r o l l e d  un ions  and even  u sed  t h e m  as a m e a n s  of k e e p -  
ing  out ,  o r  k e e p i n g  down, o r  k e e p i n g  w e a k  the  f r e e = t r a d e  un ions ,  wh ich  
p e r h a p s  to t h o s e  e m p l o y e r s  r e p r e s e n t  a g r e a t e r  l o n g - t e r m  d a n g e r .  

Not on ly  e m p l o y e r s  but  g o v e r n m e n t s  have  u s e d  th i s  t a c t i c .  T h e  
F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t  in N o r t h  A f r i c a - - I  r e a l i z e  N o r t h  A f r i c a  is  not  
p a r t  of t h i s  f ie ld ,  but  if  I m a y  be  p e r m i t t e d  to s a y  one  w o r d  about  i t - -  
in M o r o c c o  the  M o r o c c a n  w o r k e r s  w e r e  not  a l l owed ,  unt i l  the  w e e k  
b e f o r e  l a s t ,  to f o r m  unions  of t h e i r  own c h o o s i n g .  The  on ly  un ions  
to which  t h e y  cou ld  b e l o n g  w e r e  the  s o - c a l l e d  E u r o p e a n  un ions ,  m e a n -  
ing  the  F r e n c h  un ions .  M e a n i n g  w h a t ?  The  n u m b e r  of A r a b s  who a r e  
C a t h o l i c s  i s  p r e t t y  s m a l l ,  so tha t  the  C a t h o l i c  F e d e r a t i o n  of  L a b o r  is  
p r e t t y  s m a l l  in M o r o c c o .  The  F o r c e  O u v r l e r e ,  w h i c h  is the  n o n - s e c -  
t a r i a ~  f r e e  t r a d e  union in F r a n c e ,  is  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  in M o r o c c o  c o m -  
p o s e d  m o s t l y  of F r e n c h  c o l o n i a l  f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  the  n u m b e r  
of A r a b s  go ing  to jo in  F o r c e  O u v r l e r e  in M o r o c c o  is  h igh ly  l i m i t e d .  

What  i s  l e f t ?  The  CGT. So, if a M o s l e m  dock  w o r k e r  in C a s a -  
b l a n c a  w a n t e d  union r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  what  did he  d o ?  He e n d e d  up in 
the  CGT; which  m a d e  i t  p e r f e c t l y  e a s y  for  the  R e s i d e n t  G e n e r a l  when  
he  w a n t e d  to c r a c k  down on the  M o r o c c a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s  to s ay  tha t  th i s ,  
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tha t ,  and the  o t h e r  one a r e  m e m b e r s  of  the C o m m u n i s t - d o m i n a t e d  
CGT which  is  r u n  f r o m  M o s c o w ,  as  e v e r y o n e  knows .  He s a y s ,  " L e t  
m e  have  A m e r i c a n  d o l l a r s  so tha t  I c an  c r a c k  down on t h e m .  " 

It i s  an  o ld  s t o r y .  The  F r e n c h  have  .used it o v e r  and o v e r  aga in ;  
so m u c h  so,  tha t  in one  M o r o c c a n  c i t y  an Arab  g r o u p  s t a r t e d  to t ake  
a page  f r o m  B o l s h e v i k  t a c t i c s  and o r g a n i z e d  i t s e l f  in to  c e l l s  in the  un-  
ion  and s t a r t e d  t h r o w i n g  out  the  C o m m u n i s t s .  The  F r e n c h  i m p o s e d  a 
r e g u l a t i o n  tha t  at e v e r y  l e v e l  t h e r e  m u s t  be  a m a j o r i t y  of  E u r o p e a n s  
to f o r m  an e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e .  Wel l ,  as the  n u m b e r  of  E u r o p e a n s ,  
m e a n i n g  F r e n c h m e n ,  who a r e  m e m b e r s  of the  C o m m u n i s t  CGT in 
M o r o c c o ,  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  and the  n u m b e r  of t h o s e  E u r o p e a n s  who 
a r e  not  C o m m u n i s t s  is  even  m o r e  l i m i t e d ,  you  a r e  a l m o s t  a u t o m a t i c -  
a l l y  s e c u r i n g  the  C o m m u n i s t  m a j o r i t y .  

Th i s  is  qu i t e  an e x t e n s i o n  of the  GE t a c t i c ,  

QUESTION: May I a s k  you  to d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  the  m e m b e r -  
sh ip  of  the  CGT and t h e  C o m m u n i s t  p a r t y  c a r d  h o l d e r s  ? 

MR. B E N E D I C T :  Su re .  T h e r e  is  no v e r y  a c c u r a t e  se t  of f i g u r e s .  
I m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  the t r o u b l e  you  h a v e  in even  f ind ing  out  how m a n y  
m e m b e r s  t h e r e  a r e  of a union o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s i n c e  dues  p a y i n g  i s  not  
a v e r y  p o p u l a r  p r a c t i c e .  The  s a m e  th ing  is  t r u e  of p a r t y  dues  pay ing .  
H o w e v e r ,  of the  p r o b a b l e  m i l l i o n  and  o n e - h a l f  r e a l  m e m b e r s  of the  
CGT, p e r h a p s  20 p e r c e n t  of t h e m  a r e  C o m m u n i s t  p a r t y  m e m b e r s .  

What about  the  o t h e r  80 p e r c e n t  ? A s u r p r i s i n g l y  g r e a t  n u m b e r  
of t h e m  b e l i e v e  s i m p l y  tha t  t h i s  is  to t h e m  the  h o u s e  of l a b o r .  T h e i r  
f a t h e r s  b e l o n g e d  to it .  T h e y  have  not b e e n  ab le  to m a k e  the  p s y c h o -  
l o g i c a l  b r e a k  n e c e s s a r y  to u n d e r s t a n d  tha t  it i s  no l o n g e r  u n d e r  the  
s a m e  c o n t r o l .  It  is  l i ke  p e o p l e  who go to a r e s t a u r a n t  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  
a f t e r  it  ha s  h h a n g e d  hands  t en  t i m e s .  They  keep  on going  t h e r e  e v e r y  
d a y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  a l w a y s  gone  t h e r e ,  o r  t h e i r  parenX's h a v e  gone  
t h e r e .  P e o p l e  vo t e  fo r  a p a r t y  in  A m e r i c a  s o m e t i m e s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
dads  did.  

Tha t  a c c o u n t s  f o r  a s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  who r e -  
m a i n  in the  CGT, p lus  the  fac t  t ha t  i t  i s  the  on ly  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  
is  l a r g e  enough  to be  e f f e c t i v e  in s o m e  p a r t s  of F r a n c e .  So p e o p l e  
say ,  " T h i s  i s  t h e  u n i o n .  " It i s  the  on ly  un ion  t h e y  s e e  in t h e i r  a r e a .  
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p l a c e s  w h e r e  you  don ' t  s e e  f r e e  t r a d e  un ions .  T h e y  
don ' t  h a v e  the  m o n e y  in  m a n y  q u a r t e r s  in F r a n c e .  The  C o m m u n i s t s  
do.  
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One th ing  h a p p e n e d  th is  sp r i ng ,  though,  that  is  v e r y  interesting. 
F o r  the  f i r s t  t i m e  in m a n y  m a n y  y e a r s - - w e l l ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  for  the  f i r s t  
t i m e  s i n c e  the  C o m m u s i s t s  took  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r o l  of C G T - - t h e r e  was  
an oppos i t ion .  The  C o m m u n i s t s  at the b e g i n n i n g  p l ayed  up the  oppo-  
s i t i o n  and gave  it a l l  the  s p a c e  it wan ted  in the  CGT p a p e r s .  But at 
the  c o n v e n t i o n  they  h a m m e r e d  down at it, t h ink ing  they  would r e d u c e  
it to a v e r y  i n s i g n i f i c a n  t two o r  t h r e e  p e r c e n t .  They  thought  tha t  a f t e r -  
ward  they  could  say,  "We w e r e  p e r f e c t l y  d e m o c r a t i c  in th i s  th ing .  
E v e n  the oppos i t i on  was ab le  to s p e a k  in a r t i c l e s  in ou r  p r e s s ,  e t c . ,  
ye t  the  r a n k  and f i le  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e m .  " They  put on r e a l  p r e s s u r e .  
D e s p i t e  the  r e a l  p r e s s u r e ,  a l m o s t  30 p e r c e n t  of the  d e l e g a t e s  to the  
CGT c o n v e n t i o n  went  to the  oppos i t i on  a g a i n s t  the  p r o g r a m  put f o r t h  
by the  C o m m u n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p .  The  oppos i t i on  is  a v e r y  l o o s e  one,  and  I 
don ' t  have  any i l l u s i o n s  about i t s  t ak ing  o v e r  the  CGT f r o m  C o m m u n i s t  
hands ,  o r  even  r e s u l t i n g  in any l a r g e - s i z e  su l i t .  

But it i s  i m p o r t a n t  that  such  an oppos i t i on  c a m e  into be ing .  It 
c a m e  into b e i n g  f r o m  p e o p l e  who a r e  not  p a r t y  m e m b e r s ,  but  who had 
gone  a long  with the C o m m u n i s t s  al l  t h rough  the  y e a r s ,  but  who had  
go t t en  fed up with the  c o n s t a n t  shi f t  of t a c t i c s .  

QUESTION: Mr .  B e n e d i c t ,  we have  b e e n  l ed  to b e l i e v e  by  a f o r -  
m e r  s p e a k e r  that  unions  w~re  not too s u c c e s s f u l  in G e r m a n y ,  at l e a s t  
s i n c e  the  war ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  G e r m a n  e m -  
p l o y e r s  have  h a n d l e d  the  e m p l o y e e s  by look ing  out for  t h e i r  b e n e f i t s ,  

a n d  so  for th ,  qu i te  wel l .  Is t h e r e  r e a l l y  a g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  the  
way G e r m a n  e m p l o y e r s  look  out a f t e r  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s  and the  way they  
look  out a f t e r  t h e m  in F r a n c e ,  I ta ly ,  and Spa in?  

MR. BENEDICT:  I would have  to a g r e e  witl~ y o u r  t h e s i s  in  o r d e r  
to a n s w e r  that  that  way. I would s ay  that  one  of the  r e a s o n s  that  
c o m m u n i s t s  a r e  not  so s t r o n g  in G e r m a n y  i s  that  you have  a l a r g e  
n u m b e r  of s e a s o n e d  d e m o c r a t i c  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  f i g h t e r s  in  the  G e r -  
m a n  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t  and that  t h e s e  peop l e  a r e  c apab l e  at the  s a m e  
t i m e  of m a k i n g  s u r e  that  t hey  l e a d  the  f ight  fo r  r e d u c t i o n  in the  w o r k -  
ing  w e e k - - n o t  the  C o m m u n i s t s .  

One of the  b ig  t r o u b l e s  in F r a n c e  r i gh t  now is  the  fact  that  wages  
h a v e  not kept  up with the  i n c r e a s e s  in p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and e v e r y b o d y  s e e s  
i$ a l l  ~ ~  h i m .  T h e y  a r e  hav ing  s t r i k e s ,  P a r t i c u l a r l y  in the  m e t a l  
f i e ld ,  that  a r e  b r e a k i n g  out in v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of F r a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
v i o l e n c e .  While  the f r e e - t r a d e  un ion i s t s  in P a r i s  have  b e e n  unable  
to t ake  the  l e a d e r s h i p  in t h e s e  m o v e m e n t s ,  in G e r m a n y  they  have  m a n -  
aged,  m o r e  o r  l e s s .  
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T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  th ings  w r o n g  with the  G e r m a n  t r a d e - u n i o n ,  t h e r e  
a r e  m a n y  th ings  wrong  with the  A m e r i c a ~  ones ,  too.  But G e r m a n  
t r a d e  u n i o n i s m  has  m a n a g e d  to k e e p  the  l e a d e r s h i p  in e v e r y  b ig  i m -  
p o r t a n t  s t ep  f o r w a r d  thus  fa r .  Tha t  is  one  of the  r e a s o n s  that  the  
C o m m u n i s t s  have  not  b e e n  able  to m a k e  s i z a b l e  h e a d w a y  in West  G e r -  
m a n y .  

I don ' t  t h i n k  it i s  a q u e s t i o n  of i n t e l l i g e n t  p a t e r n a l i s m  on the  p a r t  
of the  G e r m a n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  

COLONEL OtNEIL:  Mr .  B e n e d i c t ,  I th ink  the  e n t h u s i a s m  d e m -  
o n s t r a t e d  "by the  n u m b e r  of q u e s t i o n s  s p e a k s  v e r y  we l l  fo r  t hank ing  
you  fo r  c o m i n g  o v e r  and g iv ing  us the  m o r n i n g .  We e n j o y e d  y o u r  
l e c t u r e  v e r y  m u c h  and a l so  th i s  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  q u e s t i o n  p e r i o d .  Thank  
you v e r y  m u c h .  

(29 Nov 1 9 5 5 - - 2 5 0 ) O / d c p  
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