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ETHNIC AND SOCIAL FACTORS IN NATIONAL STRENGTH: 
THE USSR 

9 N o v e m b e r  1959 

COL: FLYNN: Genflemen~ Up to now we have had a few b r i e f  

s k i r m i s h e s  with .the cu l tu re  and s o c i o l o g y  of the Sovie t  Union,  but th i s  

m o r n i n g  we wi l l  c a r e f u l l y  examine  the s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of the Soviet  

Union.  

Such ques t ions  as  t he se  p e r h a p s  pa s s  t h r o u g h  you r  minds :  Who 

bene f i t s  f r o m  th i s  type of s y s t e m  ? Are  t h e r e  o p p r e s s e d  g roups  ? 

What about  na t i ona l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p e r t a i n i n g  to t r a d i t i o n a l  

b e h a v i o r ?  Can we de tec t  s igns  of weaknes s  o r  d i s a f f ec t ion  in  the Sovie t  

Union ? 

To a n s w e r  these  ques t ions ,  we a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  to have wi th  us  

th i s  m o r n i n g  as  our  s p e a k e r  Dr .  John A. A r m s t r o n g ,  a m a n  who has  

t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  in the Sovie t  Union and w r i t t e n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  on the 

soc io logy ,  the e thnology,  and the cu l tu re  of the 209 miLLions of people  

whom the se  ques t ions  invo lve .  

Dr .  A r m s t r o n g ,  i t t s  a p l e a s u r e  to we lcome  yma back  to the Col lege  

and  i n t roduce  you to th i s  y e a r t s  c l a s s .  

DR. ARMSTRONG: Thank you v e r y  much ,  Colone l  F lynn .  

G e n e r a l  Mundy and  Gent lemen-  ItVs a r e a l  p l e a s u r e  to be back  th i s  
y e a r .  
~ .  I m u s t  s a y  itns a lways  a s o u r c e  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  and s o m e -  

t i m e s  c h a g r i n  to r e v i e w  one ts  l a s t  y e a r l s  s p e e c h  and d e t e r m i n e  how m u c h  

has  s tood  up in  the c o u r s e  of the y e a r t s  new m a t e r i a l  r e l e a s e d  c o n c e r n i n g  



the  Sovie t  Union.  So today  I a m  going to c o v e r  the sub j ec t  which  Col-  

onel  F lynn m e n t i o n e d  in his  in t roduc t ion  and  a t  the s a m e  t ime  t r y  to 

give you p e r h a p s  a bi t  m o r e  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the  Soviet  e thnic  

and s o c i a l  compos i t i on .  

Now, a t  f i r s t  g lance ,  the topic  "E thn ic  and Soc ia l  F a c t o r s  in the 

Na t iona l  S t r eng th  of the USSR 11 s e e m s  a bi t  c o m p l i c a t e d  fo r  one 4 5 - m l n u t e  

l e c t u r e ;  and I wil l  a d m i t  tha t  the topic i s  s l i gh t ly  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  N e v e r -  

t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  a l og ica l ly  i n t e g r a t e d  topic  b e c a u s e  of the c lose  r e l a t i o n -  

sh ip  be tween  the soc i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the ro le  of the p e a s a n t r y ,  

in the Sovie t  Union and the pos i t ion  of the na t iona l  g r o u p s .  

B a s i c a l l y  the u r b a n  g roups  in R u s s i a  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have  been  R u s -  

s i a n s  by  na t iona l i ty ,  wi th  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  a d m i x t u r e  of c e r t a i n  v e r y  s m a l l  

m i n o r i t y  g roups ,  name ly ,  J e w s ,  A r m e n i a n s ,  and G e o r g i a n s .  Consequen t ly  

the  c i t i e s  of the R u s s i a n  e m p i r e ,  which  w e r e  the e a r l y  s t r o n g h o l d s  of 

the pa r t y ,  w e r e  m a i n l y  inhab i t ed  by  R u s s i a n s  and by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 

t h e s e  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .  Tha t  i s  to s ay ,  the u r b a n  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  

and  those  c o n v e r t s  f r o m  the b o u r g e o i s i e  who w e r e  the r e a l  l e a d e r s  of 

the BoLsheviks in t h e i r  e a r l y  days ,  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  R u s s i a n s ,  b e c a u s e  

m a n y  of the G e o r g i a n s ,  A r m e n i a n s ,  and  J e w s  who did l ive in the c i t i e s  
? 

had  been  f a i r l y  c r u c i f i e d  in c u l t u r e .  

Now, in the c o u r s e  of 40 y e a r s  of Sovie t  r u l e  in the Sovie t  Union, 
both 

of the old e l e m e n t s  which  w e r e  the e l i t e  of the BoLshevik P a r t y  

have  d i s a p p e a r e d  o r  been  s u b m e r g e d  to an i n f e r i o r  s t a t u s .  That  i s  to s ay ,  

the c o n v e r t s  f r o m  the b o u r g e o i s i e  and the p r o l e t a r i a t  I t se l f ,  the l a b o r i n g  
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c la s s ,  has been r ep l aced  as  the dominant  e lement  in  the Soviet Union 

by a new group, known as the in te l l igen t s ia  v e r y  frequent ly ,  cons is t ing  

b a s i c a l l y  of educated wh l t e -co l l a r  worke r s .  This  group, however,  i s  

a lso  drawn f rom ci ty  people, and i t s  p redominant  u rban  background is  

r e f l ec ted  also in the nat ional i ty  composi t ion.  

~-- - -~For  example ,  of the sc ien t i f i c  workers ,  app rox ima te ly  200, 000 

in the Soviet Union, 65 percen t  a re  Russ ians ;  and of the r e m a i n d e r ,  

11 percen t  a re  Jews,  approx imate ly  5 pe rcen t  Georgians  and Armenians~ 

as  agains t  only 9 percen t  Ukra ln inns .  

Now, another  point.  There  i s  a v e r y  close re l a t ionsh ip  of r e l ig ion  

to both c l a s s  and nat ional i ty  in the Soviet Union. This  comes  about 

pa r t ly  through the fact  that there  is  a g r e a t e r  p e r s i s t e n c e  of re l ig ious  

feel ing in the r u r a l  a r e a s .  Consequently the r u r a l  population, which is  

more  non-Russ i an  than the u rban  populatlon, i s  the population in which 

one f inds the g rea tes t  p e r s i s t e n c e  of re l ig ious  sen t iment .  

Secondly, the church  of the Russ ians  in the old days t r ad i t iona l ly  

was the Orthodox Church;  and the Orthodox Church,  therefore ,  was the 

church  of the dominant  e lement .  On the other hand, mos t  of the m i n o r -  

i ty groups in the Soviet Union were,  at l eas t  in part ,  a f f i l ia ted  with 

d i s s iden t  c h u r c h e s - - t o  some extent P ro te s t an t  and Catholic,  but a lso  

d i ss iden t  Orthodox sec t s .  There fore  one has a c leavage along re l ig ious  Hues 

which tends to p a r a l l e l  the cleavage along soc ia l  and ethnic l ines .  

Now, I am going to proceed  to a more  deta i led e s t ima te  of the 

soc ia l  s t ruc tu re  of the Soviet Union. But before  doing that, and in order  
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to give you an idea  how th is  topic i s  going to Link in wi th  m y  l a t e r  con-  

s i d e r a t i o n  of ~_he two m a j o r  e thnic  g roups  in the Sovie t  Union, l ld  l ike  

to p r e s e n t  a b i r d ' s  eye  p i c tu r e  of the e thnic  compos i t i on  of the Sovie t  

Union v e r y  g r a p h i c a l l y .  

t c r~r t  D 

a bi t  doc to red .  

You have h e r e  a Soviet  m a p .  This  m a p  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  

In o r d e r  to avoid  showing  the m i n o r i t y  na t i ona l i t i e s  

which  inhabi t  the s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  a r e a s  as  be ing  dominant ,  g r e a t  a r e a s  of 

the Sovie t  Union tha t  a r e  co lo r ed  th is  l ight  g r a y  a r e  lef t  a s  l a r g e l y  un inhab i ted  

on the m a p .  T h e r e f o r e ,  the inhab i t ed  r e g i o n s , w h e r e  the R u s s i a n s  p r e -  
out, 

domina te ,  t end  to s t and  ~p, the R u s s i a n s  be ing  r e p r e s e n t e d  by th is  

l ight  be ige  co lo r .  

Now, tha t  does  not b a s i c a l l y ,  howeve r ,  d i s t o r t  the o v e r a l l  p i c tu re  

of the Soviet  na t iona l i t y  compos i t i on .  You wil l  not ice  tha t  t h e r e  a r e  
? 

ove r  a hund red  na t i ona l i t i e s .  Some of them° 

n o r t h e a s t e r n  S ibe r i a ,  a r e  not v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  

l ike the Yo t sans ,  in e x t r e m e  

Others, l ike the Kazak~, 

i nd i ca t ed  by the ye l low co lo r  h e r e ,  s e e m  to be v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  

of the ex t ens ive  t e r r i t o r y  t hey  occupy,  but a c t u a l l y  a r e  a d imin i sh ing  

and r e l a t i v e l y  u n i m p o r t a n t  g roup .  

But I hope you wil l  not ice  the b r i gh t  blue and r e d  h e r e ,  r e p r e s e n t -  

ing the G e o r g i a n s  and the A r m e n i a n s ;  the d a r k e r  c o l o r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

the Usbe~s ,  the  Ki rgh iz ,  and  the Tadzh iks  in c e n t r a l  A s i a ;  and the l i gh t e r  

n e u t r a l  s h a d e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the s m a l l e r  S lav ic  peop les ,  b e c a u s e  we 

wil l  be coming  back  to those  l a t e r .  

Now, be fo r e  p r o c e e d i n g  to our  d i s c u s s i o n  of the m a j o r  M o s l e m  
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and Slav ic  g roups ,  l e t  us  c o n s i d e r  the b a s i c  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of the 

Sovie t  Union.  The to t a l  Sovie t  popula t ion  was  209 m i l l i o n  as  o~ J a n u a r y ,  

1959, when the f i r s t  c ensus  he ld  wi th in  20 y e a r s  in the Sovie t  Union took 

p l ace .  This  c o m p a r e d  with a Uni ted  S ta tes  popula t ion  of, I th ink,  177 , 

or  178 m i l l i o n  at  that  t i m e .  

The b i r t h  r a t e  in the Sovie t  Union,  a c c o r d i n g  to o f f l c ia t  s t a t i s t i c s  

at  tha t  t ime ,  was 25 p e r  thousand ,  

p e r  t housand  in the Uni ted  S ta tes .  

as  c o m p a r e d  to a p p r o x i m a t e l y  24 1/2 

Note how v e r y  c lose  t he se  f i gu re s  

a r e - - i n  o t h e r  words ,  a d i f f e r e n c e  of only  2 p e r c e n t  in  b i r t h  r a t e ,  a 

d i f f e r ence  of on ly  30 m i l l i o n  i n  popula t ion ,  be tween  the  two c o u n t r i e s .  

Now, the ne t  r e p r o d u c t i v e  r a t e  in  the Sovie t  Union was r a t h e r  

g r e a t e r  than  in  the Uni ted  S ta t e s .  T h e r e  we re  17 1/2 p e r  t housand  

i n c r e a s e  p e r  y e a r , i n  the  Soviet  Union, as  c o m p a r e d  to on ly  15.3 in the  

Uni ted  S ta t e s .  In o the r  words ,  they  a r e  ga in ing  two m o r e  people  p e r  

thousand  p e r  y e a r  than  the Uni ted  S ta tes ,  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e i r  f i gu res ,  

which  I am  i n c l i n e d  to a c c e p t  as  a c c u r a t e .  

Th i s  a r i s e s  f r o m  the fac t  tha t  the dea th  r a t e  i s  l ower  in  the Soviet  

Union than  in  the Uni ted S ta tes  by  about  1 1/2 p e r s o n s .  In o t h e r  words ,  

the dea th  r a t e  in the Sovie t  Union i s  only  7 1/2 p e r s o n s  p e r  thousand  p e r  y e a r ,  

a s  c o m p a r e d  to a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 in  the Uni ted  S t a t e s .  Th i s  i s  a s tound ing  

when we th ink  of the d i f f e r ence  in  s o c i a l  cond i t ions  and what  we had 

hoped was the d i f f e r ence  of m e d i c a l  p r o g r e s s  in  the two c o u n t r i e s .  But 

i t  a r i s e s  f r o m  f a c t o r s  o the r  than  the l iv ing  cond i t ions  of the people ,  and 

t h e r e f o r e  i s  a c r e d i b l e  s t a t e m e n t .  
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p r i n c i p a l  
The ~ r e a s o n  fo r  the  v e r y  low Soviet  dea th  r a t e  i s  the 

f a v o r a b l e  popula t ion d i s t r i bu t i on .  T h e r e  a r e n l t  m a n y  e l d e r l y  people  

in the S o v i e t  Union.  E l d e r l y  people  a r e  s h o r t  in supp ly  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  

of the h a r d s h i p s  of co l l ec t iv iza t ion ,  w a r ,  and o t h e r  c r i s e s  t h rough  which  

the Sovie t  Union has  p a s s e d ,  which have led  to the w e a k e r  p h y s i c a l l y  

e l e m e n t s  of the populat ion dying,  

Now, tha t  me_~n_~ t h a t  while  the Uni ted  S ta tes  h a s  to s u p p o r t  a l a r g e  

g roup  of r e l a t i v e l y  e l d e r l y  people ,  the Sovie t  Union i s  suppo r t i ng  by  

n a t u r a l l y  
and l a r g e  only the p roduc t ive  age  group  and ch i ld ren ;  and t h e r e f o r e / i t s  

dea th  r a t e  wi l l  be l ower .  

I t  i s  doubful tha t  th i s  v e r y  low dea th  r a t e  can  be m a i n t a i n e d  in the 

Soviet  Union; and equa l ly  doubtful  tha t  the r e l a t i v e l y  high b i r t h  r a t e ,  

though s c a r c e l y  h ighe r  than tha t  of the Uni ted  S ta te s ,  can  be m a i n t a i n e d  

as  wel l .  Le t  us  e x a m i n e  v e r y  b r i e f l y  f a c t o r s  which m a k e  the p r o j e c -  

t lon of t h e s e  p r e s e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  doubtful .  

One r e a s o n  for  p r e d i c t i n g  a dec l ine  in jus t  a few y e a r s  in the Sovie t  

b i r t h  r a t e  i s  tha t  r i g h t  now the group  of women  e n t e r i n g  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  

age  i s  the g roup  bo rn  dur ing  the h a r d s h i p s  of W o r l d  W a r  I f .  And t h e r e -  

fo r e  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  g roup  of women  a r e  b e c o m i n g  of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  

a g e .  As  m o r e  and m o r e  of t h e s e  e n t e r  the g roup  which  p r o d u c e s  ch i l -  

dren ,  and o l d e r  women,  of c o u r s e ,  p a s s  f r o m  tha t  group,  one m a y  t h e r e -  

fo re  expec t  a decl ine  in b i r t h s  in the Sovie t  Union.  

The second  r e a s o n  Is  the u rban i za t i on ,  which  g e n e r a l l y ,  fo r  r e a s o n s  
l a t e r ,  

I s h a l l  ind ica te  b r i e f l y /  tends  to r e d u c e  b i r t h  r a t e s .  
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Now, ano the r  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of the Soviet  popula t ibn  p r o b -  

l em is  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to the one I have  jus t  men t ioned ,  n a m e l y ,  the 

v a s t  w a r  l o s s e s .  When the census  f i g u r e s  a p p e a r e d  in M a y  of l a s t  y e a r ,  

a l though they  had been  p r e p a r e d  by  e a r l i e r  Sovie t  e s t i m a t e s  fo r  the m a g -  

nl tude of Soviet  popula t ion  los s  in W o r l d  W a r  11, f o r e ign  e x p e r t s  n e v e r -  

t h e l e s s  found i t  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  to be l i eve  tha t  so  m a n y  people  could 

have dled in one c o u n t r y  in the c o u r s e  of one w a r .  T w e n t y - f l v e  mi11Ion 

Sovie t  c i t i zens ,  a s  n e a r l y  a s  we can  e s t i m a t e ,  died in W o r l d  W a r  IT; 

and  tha t  inc ludes  only  c i t i zens  ove r  the age  of 10 a t  tha t  t ime ;  in o the r  

w o r d s ,  those  who w e r e  e i t h e r  adu l t s  o r  a t  l e a s t  a p p r o a c h i n g  a d o l e s c e n c e .  

We donlt  know how m a n y  infant  dea ths  t h e r e  w e r e .  But a l t o g e t h e r  the 

popula t ion  def ic i t ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  those  who died, those  who d ied  as  in fan ts ,  

and those  who w e r e  not b o r n  a t  a l l  b e c a u s e  of the w a r  condi t ions ,  w a s  

about  40 mi l l ion ,  out of wha t  should  have been  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200 mi l l i on  

people  a t  the end of the w a r .  In o the r  w o r d s ,  t hey  los t  20 p e r c e n t  of the 

popula t ion they  m i g h t  have had in 1945 as  the r e s u l t  of h o s t i l i t i e s .  

Now, th is  i s  i nd i ca t ed  v e r y  g r a p h i c a l l y  by  the f i g u r e s  ind ica t ing  

the n u m b e r  of young people  e n t e r i n g  p roduc t ive  ages ,  name ly ,  r e a c h i n g  

the age  of 18, in the i m m e d i a t e  f u t u r e .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o m p i l e d  by  a 
? ? 

G e r m a n  s c h o l a r ,  Yorkenbach ,  w r i t i n g  in the J o u r n a l  Osd iobe r ,  f r o m  

f i g u r e s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r e s e n t  schoo l  e n r o l l m e n t s  and p a s t  school  e n r o l l -  

m e n t s  in the Soviet  Union.  They  r e p r e s e n t  a v e r y  fine job, which  I t ake  

no c r e d i t  f o r  p e r s o n a l l y ,  but whihb i s  v e r y  i n s t r u c t i v e .  I ' l l  men t i on  

only a few of them,  to s a v e  t i m e .  
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In 1956, 5, 800, 000 p e r s o n s  r e a c h e d  the age of 18 in  the Sovie t  

Union.  In 1959, the p r e s e n t  y e a r ,  the g roup  b o r n  in  1941, which  was  

the f i r s t  wa r  y e a r ,  s t i l l  t o t a l  5, 000, 000 .  Tha t t s  not  a v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

drop,  you see ,  because  the c h i l d r e n  who w e r e  to be bo rn  in 1941 had 

obv ious ly  been  c o n c e i v e d  be fo re  h o s t i l i t i e s  b roke  out .  

In 1942o however ,  the group  which  b e c o m e s  18 yea r s  o ld  nex t  y e a r  

d ropped  to 4, 400, 000. In 1961 the group  b o r n  in  1943 wi l l  t o t a l  on ly  

3,300, 000, in 1962 only 2, 600, 000, in 1963, 2, 500, 000; and not unt i l  

1968 wi l l  the Soviet increment of new 18-year-olds in i ts work force 
men,  

and  in,  of c o u r s e ,  i t s  m i l i t a r y  fo r ce  fo r  ~ B m ,  equa l  the r a t e  which  i t  had 

in 1956 f r o m  the  p r e w a r  g e n e r a t i o n  of b i r t h s .  

Now, t h e r e ' s  a s econd  f a c t o r  t ha t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t . . - ~ h e  o v e r -  

whe lming  p r e d o m i n a n c e  of women  in  the o l d e r  g r o u p s .  While  the r a t i o  of women  

to m e n  in the Sovie t  popu la t ion  a s  a whole i s  55 to 45, the r a t i o  of women  

ove r  32 to m e n  ove r  32 y e a r s  of age is  two to one.  T h e r e  a r e  two women  

fo r  e v e r y  m a n  in the Sovie t  Union in  tha t  age g roup  o v e r  39-. Tha t  s e e m s  

a l m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  a l so ,  but  tha t  i s  the o f f i c i a l  Sovie t  s t a t e m e n t .  

P a s s i n g  now f r o m  these  g e n e r a l  r e m a r k s ,  which  I wi l l  poin t  out 

the s i g n i f i c a n c e  of at  a l a t e r  s t age  of the l e c t u r e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  the popu-  

l a t ion  of the Sovie t  Union, le t  me  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  about  the spec i f i c  s o c i a l  

g roups  in the ~ o p u l a t i o n .  

F i r s t ,  the p e a s a n t r y .  Befo re  the r evo lu t ion ,  80 p e r c e n t ,  a p p r o x -  

i m a t e l y  130 mi l l i on ,  of the popula t ion  of the R u s s i a n  E m p i r e  l ived  in 

r u r a l  a r e a s .  Now only  52 p e r c e n t  of the Soviet  popu la t ion  Lives in  s i m i l a r  
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a r e a s .  This  i nc ludes  not  only  ac tua l  f a rmer s~  but  a l l  the c o u n t r y  

doc to r s ,  the c o u n t r y  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  and so on tha t  one c u s t o m a r i l y  

f inds  l iv ing  in v i l l a g e s .  

Now, th i s  e n o r m o u s  r e d u c t i o n  of the p e a s a n t  popu la t ion  in the  

Sovie t  Unionts  r u r a l  p o p u l a t l o n - - b e c a u s e  we c a n ' t  get  p r e c i s e  f i g u r e s  

on the  p e a s a n t s  as  s u c h - - n e v e r t h e l e s s  m e a n s  tha t  the Sovie t  Union i s  

s t i l l  one of the m o s t  h e a v i l y  r u r a l  of a l l  m o d e r n  s o c i e t i e s .  I t s  f a r m  

popula t ion  i s  undoubted ly  a t  l e a s t  two and a ha l f  to t h r e e  t i m e s  as  l a r g e  

as  tha t  of the Uni ted  S ta tes  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y .  

r e p r e s e n t s  a v e r y  g r e a t  weight  of m a n p o w e r ,  

And th i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  

s i nce  the t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p roduc t i on  i s  s m a l l e r  than  tha t  of the Uni ted S t a t e s .  Or I shou ld  s a y  

" w o m e n  p o w e r , "  because  a t  l e a s t  t w o - t h i r d s  of the people  work ing  on 

the farm.s a r e  women .  

These  people ,  m e n  or  w o m e n - - l e t  us  s a y  e s p e c i a l l y  the w o m e n - -  

l ack  s k i l l  in handl ing  m a c h i n e r y .  Th i s  i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in  the 

s low p r o g r e s s  of Soviet  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I no t i ced  on m y  own t r i p  to the 

Sovie t  Union tha t  one would walk in to  a m i l k i n g  shed~ fo r  example ,  and 

f ind a dozen m i l k i n g  m a c h i n e s ,  a l l  but one o r  two hanging  on the wal l  

b e c a u s e  t hey  w e r e  not  in  work ing  o r d e r  and  the m i l k m a i d s  work ing  away  

as  b e f o r e .  

A s econd  f a c t o r  which  cuts  back  Sovie t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  
? 

l ack  of i n c e n t i v e .  Due to the w o r k d a y  s y s t e m ,  the t r u d o r g a i n ,  which  

m e a n s  b a s i c a l l y - - I  wonl t  take  t ime  to t r y  to e l a b o r a t e  i t s  w o r k i n g s ° -  

tha t  the p e a s a n t  does not  know what  he i s  going to get  e i t h e r  in  c a s h  
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o r  in k ind  un t i l  the end of the h a r v e s t  y e a r ,  when e v e r y t h i n g  which  the  

co l l e c t i ve  f a r m  has  p r o d u c e d  i s  r e ckoned ,  wi th  p o r t i o n s  s e t  a s ide  fo r  

seed ,  r e s e r v e s ,  and so  for th ,  and d iv ided  up among  the s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  

f a m i l i e s  which  c o m p r i s e  the f a r m .  

Not knowing what  hers  going to  get,  not  be ing  able  to t ie  h is  a c t i v -  

i ty,  h i s  ene rgy ,  devoted  to the co l l e c t i ve  f a r m  to any  spec i f i c  r e m u n -  

e r a t i o n ,  the co l l ec t ive  f a r m  p e a s a n t  tends  to take i t  e a s y  when work ing  

on the co l l ec t i ve  f a r m ,  and to devote as  m u c h  as  p o s s i b l e  of h is  own 

e f fo r t  to h is  p r i va t e  ga rden ,  a h a l f - a c r e  pl~t,  which  he is  a l lowed  to 

cu l t iva te  a c c o r d i n g  to h is  own d e s i r e s  and ab i l i ty ,  and  whe re  he in fac t  ge t s  

m o s t  of h is  own food o t h e r  than  c e r e a l s  and w h e r e  he ge ts  a g r e a t  dea l  

of h is  p roduce  fo r  c a s h  r e v e n u e .  

Now, K h r u s h c h e v t s  e f fo r t s  to  u n d e r m i n e  th i s  g a r d e n  plo.t have 

been  touch ing  a v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  n e r v e  in the Sovie t  Union.  F o r  examp le ,  

two y e a r s  ago K h r u s h c h e v  p r o p o s e d  tha t  the p e a s a n t s  v o l u n t a r i l y  s e l l  

t h e i r  cows, which  t hey  kept  on the ha l f  a c r e ,  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  cow, whe re  

they  got  t h e i r  own mi lk ,  to the co l l ec t i ve  f a r m  to r e l i e v e  the i nd iv idua l  

housewife  of the bu rden  of mi lk ing ,  he s a id .  A sugges t i on  coming  f r o m  

the top in the Sovie t  Union i s  t aken  as  a c o m m a n d .  T h e r e  a r e  o the r  

s y s t e m s  in which  th i s  p r e v a i l s  too,  but  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  in  

the Sovie t  Union.  The loca l  p a r t y  and s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e r e f o r e  t ended  

to take  th i s  v o l u n t a r y  t r a n s f e r  of cows as  an o r d e r  to be c a r r i e d  out .  

And l a s t  s p r i n g  the C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  had to 

i s s u e  an o r d e r  e m p h a s i z i n g  tha t  when t hey  s a id  t tvo lun ta r~ t  t h e y  r e a l l y  
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m e a n t  " v o l u n t a r y "  and t h e r e f o r e  the p e a s a n t s  keep  t h e i r  cows .  And 

undoubted ly  t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  has  been  i n c r e a s e d .  

The low a t t a c h m e n t  of the p e a s a n t r y  to the r e g i m e  i s  i nd i ca t ed  

by the f ac t  t h a t  a v e r y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  a r e  in the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  

~ t h e r e a s  of the adul t  popula t ion in the Soviet  Union, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 p e r -  

cent  a r e  in the p a r t y  fo r  the c o u n t r y  a s  a whole,  only 2 p e r c e n t  of the 

p e a s a n t s  in the Ukra ine ,  a t  l e a s t - - a n d  Ill1 be c i t ing  the U k r a i n e  f r e q u e n t -  

ly  b e c a u s e  i t  happens  that  we have a comple t e  b r e a k d o w n  of f i g u r e s  for  

tha t  a r e a - - o n l y  2 p e r c e n t  of the  p e a s a n t s  a r e  in the p a r t y .  And tha t  
but  

i nc ludes  not  m e r e l y  p e a s a n t s  I m l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w o r k i n g  on the ~ f a r m ,  

who p r o b a b l y  c o m p r i s e  a m a j o r i t y  of the 2 p e r c e n t .  T h e r e f o r e  the 

p e a s a n t r y  would s e e m  to be the m o s t  d i s a f f ec t ed  of the Soviet  s o c i a l  

e l eme  n t s .  

Now,  a second  g r o u p - - t h e  l a b o r e r s ,  the w o r k e r s ,  the m a n u a l  

w o r k e r s ,  a r e  a v e r y  l a r g e  g roup  today .  T h e r e  a r e  46 mi l l i on  non-  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s  in the Sovie t  Union, of whom 15 miLl/on a r e  in m a n -  

u f a c t u r i n g  a lone .  The p a r t y  a l l eg i ance  of th i s  g roup  i s  m u c h  h ighe r  

than tha t  of the p e a s a n t s ,  i nd i ca t ed  by  the f ac t  that ,  a g a i n  in the Ukra ine ,  

5 p e r c e n t  a r e  in the p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n - - a b o u t  the a v e r a g e  for  the popu-  

la t ion a s  a whole,  you s e e .  

It  i s  t r u e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  that  the m a j o r i t y  of these  w o r k e r s  a r e  

of p e a s a n t  or igin°  In the 19301s, c i t i e s  in the Soviet  Union g r e w  v e r y  

r ap id ly ,  and 60 p e r c e n t  of the g rowth  of the c i t i e s  in tha t  t ime  c a m e  f r o m  

the inf lux of p e a s a n t s  f l ee ing  f r o m  the f a r m s  b e c a u s e  of the t e r r i b l e  
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condi t ions  of f amine  in the r u r a l  a r e a s  a t  tha t  t i m e .  

O t h e r s  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  to go to the c i t i e s  by  the d r a f t  of a p p r e n -  

t i c e s  fo r  w o r k  in  the f a c t o r i e s ,  which  w e r e  r e g u l a r l y  c a r r i e d  out b e f o r e ,  

dur ing ,  and a f t e r  the Second W o r l d  W a r .  

Many  who went  to the c i t i e s  r e m a i n e d  in a s e n s e  a t t a c h e d  to the 

c o u n t r y s i d e  by  the f ac t  tha t  they  kept  on r a i s i n g  a g r e a t  dea l  of t h e i r  
in 

p e r s o n a l  food in s m a l l  g a r d e n s  outs ide  the l im i t s  of the c i t i e s  o r ~ h e  

g rounds  of the f a c t o r y .  T h e r e f o r e  the i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r  in the Sovie t  

Union i s  s t i l l  ha l f  a p e a s a n t  by  m e n t a l i t y  and b a c k g r o u n d .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

a b e t t e r  educa t ion .  

he has  m a r k e d  a d v a n t a g e s .  One i s  the chance  fo r  

And no f e a t u r e  of Soviet  l ife a t t r a c t s  g r e a t e r  a t t en -  

t ion and approval a m o n g  the c i t i z ens  of the c o u n t r y  than the opportunity 

which  e x i s t s  fo r  a p e r s o n  of low s t a tu s  to a c q u i r e  a good educa t ion .  This  

i s  by  and l a r g e  a germ!he oppor tun i ty  and one which  p l a y s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

ro l e  in a t t r a c t i n g  s y m p a t h y  fo r  the s y s t e m .  

Unti l  r e c e n t l y  in m o s t  c i t i e s  t h e r e  was  c o m p u l s o r y  t e n - y e a r  s choo l -  

ing.  L a s t  y e a r  the s y s t e m  was  s t a r t e d  of r e q u i r i n g  a l l ,  excep t  a few 

v e r y  g i f ted  s tuden t s ,  to go to w o r k  a t  the age  of 14 and  cont inue t h e i r  

h ighschoo l  educa t ion  p a r t  t i m e .  Thus  the chances  fo r  the a v e r a g e  w o r k i n g  

boy  in the c i ty  of going r i g h t  t h rough  to h ighschool  and co l lege  educa t ion  

a r e  d i m i n i s h e d .  But they  a r e  not  e l im ina t ed ,  and i t  i s  a s  ye t  too e a r l y  

to p r e d i c t  what  e f f ec t  th i s  change in the educa t i ona l  s y s t e m  wil l  have  

on a t t i tude  t o w a r d  the r e g i m e .  

F ina l ly ,  work ing  in f a v o r  of the r e g i m e  a m o n g  the u r b ~ a  p r o l e t a r i a t  

12 



i s  a r e s i d u a l  f e e l i n g - - h a r d  to gage, but I have no doubt in m y  own m i n d  

of the fac~ ~ a f t e r  t a lk ing  with m a n y  w o r k e r s  in  the Sovie t  Union 

tha t  i t  does  e x i s t - - t h a t  the work  lng c l a s s  i s  s t i l l  in  some  s e n s e  the 

b e n e f i c i a r y  and the v a n g u a r d  of the C o m m u n i s t  m o v e m e n t .  Th i s  i s  not  

a v e r y  r e a l i s t i c  fee l ing ,  because  the w o r k e r s  don ' t  get  v e r y  m a n y  p r i v -  

i l e g e s .  But i t  i s  a f ee l ing  which  I th ink  has  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  

Also  i m p o r t a n t  i s  the fac t  tha t  the w o r k e r s  a r e  r e w a r d e d  v e r y  

s t r i c t l y  on the p r i n c i p l e  " T o  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  w o r k , "  In o the r  

words ,  they  have a p i e c e w o r k  s y s t e m ,  which  has  c aused  a g r e a t  dea l  

of r e s e n t m e n t  a t  t i m e s  because  of s p e e d - u p  t e c h n i q u e s .  But a t  the 

p r e s e n t  t ime ,  wi th  a g r e a t e r  f low of c o n s u m e r  goods,  i t  m e a n s  a t an -  

gible r e w a r d  for  t h e  w o r k e r  fo r  e v e r y  bit  of added  output  which  he can  

ach i eve  in h is  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i o n .  

The g r e a t e s t  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  f a c t o r  fo r  the w o r k e r  i s  undoubted ly  

poor  h o u s i n g - - p o o r  hous ing  in the c i t i e s ,  hous ing  l i m i t e d  to n ine  s q u a r e  

y a r d s  p e r  p e r s o n ,  tha t  i s  to say ,  a r o o m  nine by  nine  fee t  for  one p e r s o n ,  

which  m e a n s  tha t  i f  you have a f a m i l y  of four ,  you get  one big  r o o m .  

That ,  of cou r se ,  i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in keep ing  the  b i r t h  r a t e  

in the c i t i e s  low and i s  why, as  I s u g g e s t e d  e a r l i e r ,  i n c r e a s e d  u r b a n i z a -  

t ion  wi l l  t end  to f u r t h e r  d i m i n i s h  the Soviet  b i r t h  r a t e .  You ju s t  dontt  

c h i l d r e n  when you have to put t hem a11 in  one room,  o r  when you get  a 

n i n e - b y - n i n e  r o o m  for  e a c h  add i t i ona l  chi ld .  

Now we come to a n o t h e r  group  of Sovie t  p e o p l e - - t h e  e m p l o y e e s ,  

known, as  I ind ica ted ,  a l so  a s  the i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and equ iva l en t  to ou r  
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white-collar class. This group is the chief beneficiary of the Soviet 

regime, as reflected by the party membership, which is 30 percent 

of the group in the Ukraine, and by its higher pay. But it is very sb~_~p- 

ly differentiated internally. Such groups as teachers, excluding college 

professors, which are better off, and physicians, of whom 80 percent 

are women, are very poorly paid and very poo.vly represented in the 

party. These two groups, teachers and physicians, will be about 20 

percent party members only. 

S i m i l a r l y  the i n t e l l e c tua l s  p e r  s e - - p r o f e s s o r s  in h u m a n i t i e s ,  

p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  poe ts ,  a c t o r s - - a r e  d i s con ten t ed  b e c a u s e  of the 

r i g i d i t y  of con t ro l s  o v e r  i n t e l l e c tua l  a c t i v i t i e s .  But t hey  cons t i tu te  a 

s m a l l  g roup .  And both they  and the u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a - -  

d o c t o r s  and t e a c h e r s - - a r e  v e r y  m u c h  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  in the s y s t e m  

than the p roduc t ion  s p e c i a l l s t s .  

F o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  has  been  the b a s i c  r o a d  to 

a c a r e e r  in the Soviet  Union.  It  opens  a l l  d o o r s .  The s a m e  i s  t r u e  of 

t r a i n i n g  as  a n a t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t .  T h e r e  a r e  720, 000 e n g i n e e r s  in the Sov- 

i e t  Union; and, judging by  the U k r a i n i a n  f igures~ about  50 p e r c e n t  a r e  

e n r o l l e d  in the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y .  

In the p r e w a r  y e a r s  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of the p roduc t ion  s p e c i a l -  

i s t s  in the Soviet  Union, e s p e c i a l l y  in a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w e r e  hal f  educa t ed .  

Tha t  i s  to say ,  t hey  w e r e  g iven  a h ighschoo l  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  and  then 

sen t  out to do the job which  in th i s  c o u n t r y  would be given to c o l l e g e -  

e d u c a t e d  m e n .  This  g roup  i s  s t i l l  r a t h e r  l a r g e  in a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a l though 
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i t s  p a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  v e r y  high.  But  today  t h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  eng in -  

e e r s  tha t  the Soviet  Union has  no d i f f icu l ty  in f inding p e r s o n s  of th is  

about  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  p o s t s .  In fac t ,  ~ ha l f  of a l l  the t e chn i ca l  

s p e c i a l i s t s  in Sovie t  i n d u s t r y  a r e  now g r a d u a t e  e n g i n e e r s .  Consequen t ly  

the new school/Lug p r o g r a m ,  which  I men t ioned  e a r l i e r ,  has  been deve l -  

oped to r e q u i r e  and p r o m o t e  r e s p e c t  fo r  p h y s i c a l  l abor ,  the f e a r  be ing  

tha t  too m a n y  people  a r e  t u rn ing  to h ighly  educa t ed  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  l lke 

e n g i n e e r i n g .  

The m e r e  fac t ,  howeve r ,  tha t  t he re  is  s u c h  a c l a m o r  to ge t  into 

e n g i n e e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  and tha t  so  m a n y  of the l ead ing  p o s t s  in the Sovie t  

Union a r e  chosen  f r o m  people  with  e n g i n e e r i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  ind ica te  tha t  

th i s  g roup  i s  a s a t i s f i e d  one; and I be l i eve  tha t  i t s  pay  and  p r i v i l e g e s  

bind i t  v e r y  c l o s e l y  to the r e g i m e .  One f inds ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  in t a lk ing  

to t he se  e n g i n e e r s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  de fense  of the p r i v i l e g e d - p a y  pos i t ion  

which  they  have .  At  the s a m e  t ime ,  howeve r ,  one f inds  ~_h~t they  do not 

i n s i s t  on an exc lu s ive  o r  snobb i sh  s o c i a l  pos i t ion  to go with  t h e i r  m a t e r -  

i a l  advan tage  s i tua t ion .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  they,  li~e the p r o f e s s i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  who 

a r e  a l so  a v e r y  h ighly  p r i v i l e g e d  g roup  in t e r m s  of p a y  and o the r  m a t e r -  

i a l  a d v a n t a g e s ,  a r e  not  in po l i t i ca l  controlo P o l i t i c a l  con t ro l  i s  r e s e r v e d  

to what  a r e  ca l l ed  the d i r e c t l n g  c a d r e s  of the s t a t e  and p a r t y - - a  g roup  

of about  ha l f  a mi l l ion ,  of whom a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200, 000 a r e  in the p a r t y  

a p p a r a t u s .  

M a n y  of t hese ,  a s  I have i nd i ca t ed  be fo re ,  have t e chn i ca l  t r a i n i n g .  
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T h e y  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  in a s e n s e  a s s i m i l a t e d  to the o t h e r  h igh ly  educa ted  

t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t  g roups  in Sovie t  s o c i e t y .  They  s t and  above t hem in the 

s e n s e  of p a r t i c i p a t i n g  to a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  ex ten t  in  the m a n i p u l a t i o n  

of power .  But t h e i r  i den t i t y  of p r i v i l e g e  and the a c c e s s  of t e c h n i c a l l y  

t r a i n e d  people  why w i sh  to go in to  p a r t y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  to  c a r e e r s  in the  

p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s j  t end  to p r o m o t e ,  I be l i eve ,  a f ee l ing  of s o l i d a r i t y  

be tween  the two g r o u p s .  I wi l l  r e t u r n  b r i e f l y  in  a few m o m e n t s  to t h i s  

Now I want  to t u rn  back,  however ,  to the e thn ic  p r o b l e m  at  the 

p r e s e n t  t ime  and take  up in  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  de ta i l  two of the g roups  which  

I m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  n a m e l y ,  the U k r a l n i a n s  and the M o s l e m  groupS.  

The magn i tude  of the e thn ic  p r o b l e m ,  of c o u r s e ,  p r e c l u d e s  an e f fo r t  

to s u r v e y  a l l  of the g roups  in the Sovie t  Union.  
(Same map)  

The U k r a i n i a n s  occupy  a key  pos i t i on  b e c a u s e  of the 

s i ze  and loca t ion  of the U k r a i n e .  As you see j  t hey  occupy  the a r e a  

he r e  ( ind ica t ing  on map) .  I t t s  not  v e r y  big  in  a g e o g r a p h i c a l  s ense ,  

but  i t l s  a t  a s t r a t e g i c  l oca t ion  on the t r a d i t i o n a l  i nvas ion  rou te  in to  the 

Sovie t  Union f r o m  the south~ as  in  the C r i m e a n  War j  f r o m  the wes t  

r a t h e r j  and in the German w a r s .  It  i s  a f e r t i l e  and  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l - w a t e r e d  

and w a r m  p o r t i o n  of the E u r o p e a n  p l a in .  

T h e r e  a r e  42 m i l l i o n  U k r a i n i a n s ,  o r ,  r a t h e r ,  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  the 

Ukra ine  
~a~m~kzeo A p p r o x i m a t e l y  75 to 80 p e r c e n t  of those  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  of 

U k r a i n i a n  e thn ic  af f i l ia t ion°  and t he r e  a r e  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  of U k r a i n i a n s  

in  o the r  p a r t s  of the Sovie t  Union.  The Ukra ine  p r o d u c e s  one - f i f t h  of 
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the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t s •  37 p e r c e n t  of the s t ee l ,  and 33 p e r c e n t  of the 

coa l  of the  Soviet  Union.  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  an e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  

and i s  inhabi ted ,  consequent ly ,  by an  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  e thnic  g roup .  

The U k r a i n i a n s  a r e  v e r y  c lose  to the R u s s i a n s  l i ngu i s t i c a l l y  and  

reLigiously ,  a s  t hey  a r e  an E a s t  S lavic  people  by language  and l a r g e l y ,  

though not  en t i r e ly •  Or thodox  by  r e l i g ion .  M o r e o v e r •  t hey  have been,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t aken  into a s o r t  of p a r t n e r s h i p  with  the R u s -  
t 

s i a n s  in runn ing  the  Soviet  E m p i r e .  This  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t rue  in the 

A r m y ,  w h e r e  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  of the h ighe r  o f f i c e r s  a r e  U k r a i n i a n s .  

And i t  i s  t r u e  in As ia•  fo r  ins tance•  in Kazakhs tan•  w h e r e  U k r a i n i a n s  

a r e  n u m e r o u s  a m o n g  the s e t t l e r s  and the o f f i c i a l s  who a r e  gove rn ing  

the M o s l s m  g r o u p s .  

M o r e o v e r ,  v e r y  s ign i f i can t  fo r  the i n c r e a s i n g  a t t a c h m e n t  of the 

Ukra ine  to the r e g i m e  i s  the fac t  of the e n o r m o u s  i n c r e a s e  in the r a t i o  

of p a r t y  m e m b e r s  in the U k r a i n e  dur ing  the p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I r e p o r t e d  

l a s t  y e a r  tha t  the r a t i o  was  only 1 to b'D. I was  b a s i n g  m y s e l f  in m a k i n g  

tha t  s t a t e m e n t  on the 1956 p a r t y  c o n g r e s s .  But,  a c c o r d i n g  to f i g u r e s  

m o r e  r e c e n t l y  g iven  out, the r a t i o  of p a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p  to g e n e r a l  popu-  

la t ion in the Ukra ine  i s  now 1 to 33, a s  c o m p a r e d  to a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 to 25 

in the R u s s i a n  RepubLic. 

M o r e o v e r •  

to be No, 2 m a n .  

t he re  i s  the c a s e  of 
? 

A lex i s  Yidichenko• who has  r i s e n  

I have no doubt about  it ,  in sp i te  of the bouquets  p r e -  

s e n t e d  to Koslov• Mii~oyan,  and so  for th•  tha t  Yidichenko i s  r e a l l y  the 

No. 2 m a n  on the R~shov • and  he i s  a Ukra in i an ,  e t hn i ca i l y  as  wel l  a s  
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by 
/ e a r l y  b a c k g r o u n d .  It  i s  s o m e t i m e s  s a id  tha t  K h r u s h c h e v  h i m s e l f  i s  

U k r a i n i a n .  But i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to note  t ha t  a couple of y e a r s  ago he 

took o c c a s i o n  e x p l i c i t l y  to deny tha t  he knew U k r a i n i a n  p e r f e c t l y  as  a 

na t ive  l anguage .  He sa id  he had t roub le  s o m e t i m e s  in u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

K~u-ushchev, in  o the r  words ,  i s  a R u s s i a n  and does  not  want  to become  too 

c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the U k r a i n i a n s ,  even  though he f inds  i t  d e s i r a b l e  

to b r i n g  t hem in to  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  the R u s s i a n s .  

Now, opposed  to th is  a s s o c i a t i o n  be tween  U k r a l n t - n s  and R u s s i a n s  

i s  the s h a r p  d i f f e r ence  in t r a d i t i o n  be tween  the two c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Ukra ine  n e v e r  had to a l a rge  ex ten t  

the m e r e  o r  v i l l age  c o m m u n i t y  in  which  land  was  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e d i s t r i b -  

u t e d ,  thus  cu rb ing  the i n i t i a t i ve  of the l oca l  f a r m e r  and h i s  a t t a c h m e n t  

to a p a r t i c u l a r  p i ece  of g round .  F a r m e r s  in the Ukra ine  we re  m o r e  p r o s -  

p e r o u s  and t h e r e f o r e  s u f f e r e d  m o r e  g r e a t l y  f r o m  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  The 
dispossessed 

p r o p o r t i o n  of ku laks ,  the ~ r i c h e r  f a r m e r s ,  in  the Ukra ine  was 

f a r  h ighe r  than  in the Sovie t  Union as  a whole .  

I be l i eve ,  f r o m  m y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  in  the Ukra ine ,  a l though  i t  i s  

a v e r y  de l i ca te  sub j ec t  to app roach ,  tha t  t h e r e  i s  a g e n e r a l  ~ o w l e d g e  t h e r e  

of the d i f f e r ence  of  t r a d i t i o n s  be tween  R u s s i a  and  the Ukra ine ,  and of 

the fac t  tha t  the Ukra ine  i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  r i c h e r  coun t ry ,  a p l e a s a n t e r  one 

in  which  to l lve ,  and t h e r e f o r e  one which  migh t  be b e t t e r  off, a l though  

the people  to whom one t a l k s  wi l l  not  a p p r o a c h  the ques t ion  d i r e c t l y ,  i f  

i t  we re  not  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  R u s s i a .  The language ,  in  sp i te  of i t s  r e l a -  

t ive  c l o s e n e s s  to Russ ian ,  i s  a r a l l y i n g  point ,  and so  i s  the s t a t e  f o r m  
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of the U k r a i n e ,  in opposi t ion to the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of power  in Moscow.  

This  i s  a i a t en t  f a c t o r ,  however ,  and one which  appeaLs p r i m a r i l y  

to the p e a s a n t r y  and  the in te l lec tuaLs .  And they  have  b i g g e r  g r i e v a n c e s  

a g a i n s t  the r e g i m e  a s  a whole,  a s  I have a l r e a d y  ind ica ted ,  than p u r e l y  

na t iona l  ones .  But i f  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  l e s s e n i n g  of con t ro l ,  s o m e  poss i=  

b i l i ty  of d i s rup t i on  of the Sovie t  s y s t e m ,  na t iona l  fee l ing  in the Ukra ine  

migh t  b e c o m e  a ga lvan lz lng  f a c t o r  which  would p l a y  a p a r t  in s e p a r a t i o n  

of the c o u n t r y  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  Soviet  r e a l m .  

A key  ro l e  in such  a c a s e  m i g h t  be p l ayed  by the W e s t  U k r a l n i a n s ,  

who unt i l  1939 w e r e  not  in the Sovie t  Union, and have a d i f f e r en t  r e l i g -  

ion, the G r e e k  Catho l ic  xe~kx r e l ig ion ,  a s s o c i a t e d  with  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  

and a l so  p a r t l y  d i s s iden t  Or thodox  c h u r c h e s ,  which  tend  to m a k e  t h e m  

even m o r e  r e s e n t f u l  of M o s c o w ' s  con t ro l .  In tha t  W e s t e r n  U k r a i n i a n  

a r e a  t h e r e  was  cont inued r e s i s t a n c e  a m o n g  the i n t e l l e c t u ~ z ,  and even 

u n d e r g r o u n d  p a r t i s a n  w a r f a r e ,  a g a i n s t  the C o m m u n i s t  r e g i m e ,  a t  l e a s t  

down to 1949o 

Now, t u rn ing  to an equa l ly  b r i e f  s u r v e y  of the M o s l e m  t r a d i t i o n  
the M o s l e m s  

in the Soviet  Union, le t  me  note tha t  in c o n t r a s t  to the U k r a l n l a n s / a r e  g r e a t l y  
s c a t t e r e d - -  u p p e r  
~u the North C a u c u s u s ,  in the N o l g a  Valley~ a long the f r i n g e s  of the 

d e s e r t s  of C e n t r a l  As ia ,  and f a r  down in the h e a r t  of the C e n t r a l  A s i a n  

p a r t  of the Soviet  Union.  They  a r e  a l so  m u c h  l e s s  n u m e r o u s  ~b~n the 
about  

U k r a i n i a n s - - o n l y / 2 2  mi l l i on  as  c o m p a r e d  to 42 m i l l i o n - -  and they  a r e  

d iv ided a m o n g  6 union r e p u b l i c s  and 5 au tonomous  r e p u b l i c s  of the 

R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t e d  Republ ic .  Thus they  tend to have  no c o m m o n  bond 

19 



and c e n t e r  excep t  the m e m o r y  of t h e i r  I s l a m i c  t radi t ion~and,  fo r  the 

o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y ,  the speak ing  of one f o r m  or  a n o t h e r  of the T u r k -  

i s h  l anguage .  

The Soviet  r e g i m e  has  d e l i b e r a t e l y  f o s t e r e d  a r t i f i c i a l  c l e a v a g e s  

among  the M o s l e m  popula t ion .  F o r  example~ in t_he C e n t r a l  A s i a  n 

o a s e s - - T a s h k e n t ,  S a m a r k a n d ,  and so  f o r t h - - t h e y  have s e t  up d i f f e ren t  

r e p u b l i c s ,  which  aree  to be s u r e ,  b a s e d  on l ingu is t i c  g rounds ,  but t end  

to cut  a c r o s s  the t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  a f f i l i a t ions  of the  u r b a n  popula t ion  

t h e r e .  

F o r  i n s t ance ,  the b a s i c  d i f f e r ence  in the T a s h k e n t - S a m a r k a n d  
? 

o a s i s  was  be tween  the s a r f s ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  cal ledj  the u r b a n  popula t ion,  
Tadzh ik  

which  was  biLinguaUy ~ and Usbek;  and  the r u r a l  population~ which  

was  e n t l r e l y  Usbek .  But in o r d e r  to cut  a c r o s s  t he se  n a t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

and s e p a r a t e  the two m o r e  advanced  u r b a n  g roups ,  s e p a r a t e  Usbek  and 

Tadzh ik  r e p u b l i c s  w e r e  s e t  up, a l though t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s  by no m e a n s  

c o r r e s p o n d  to the r e a l  Linguistic d iv is ion  in the a r e a .  

ReLigion s u r v i v e s  in the M o s l e m  a r e a s  l a r g e l y  as  a de f ende r  of 

t r a d i t i o n a l  c u s t o m s ,  which  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  with  I s l a m ,  

but have b e c o m e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  ] inked with  i t .  F o r  examp le ,  the t r e a t m e n t  

of women,  p o l y g a m y ,  chi ld  m a r r i a g e s ,  s e c l u s i o n  of women,  and  the 

work  of women  a m o n g  the  p e a s a n t r y - - t h e y  c a r r y  on the p r e d o m i n a n t  

s h a r e  of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k - - t h e  w e a r i n g  of the ve i l - - aL l  t h e s e  th ings  

a r e  opposed  by  the Soviet  s y s t e m  and yet  c h e r i s h e ~  a t  l e a s t  by  the m a l e  

popula t ion,  in the M o s l e m  a r e a s .  
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Then there is the clan spirit in the Moslem areas--the wearing 

of distinctive tribal dress, with its Islamic features, such as the turban~ 

carrying of the dagger in the Caucasus; cooperation and favoritism 

among members of the same clan; and the deep attachment to the epic 

l i t e r a t u r e  of the t r i b a l  g roup .  Al l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  have been  s t i f l ed  to a 

g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  ex ten t  by  the Soviet  r e g i m e ,  and  i t  has  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

tended  to denounce s u r v i v a l  of the epic  t r a d i t i o n  as  ev idence  of b o u r -  

geo i s  n a t i o n a l i s m  a m o n g  the M o s l e m  g r o u p s .  The Soviet  r e g i m e  has  

a l so  d e l i b e r a t e l y  ~ h i n d e r e d  c e r t a i n  spec i f i c  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

such  as  f e a s t s  and f a s t i ng  and c i r c u m c i s i o n .  

I t  i s  h a r d  to  seem however ,  tha t  the s c a t t e r e d  M o s l e m  popula t ion 

can  o f f e r  e f fec t ive  r e s i s t a n c e  to the Soviet  r e g i m e .  Today  the l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  

l ike Tashken t ,  a r e  m e l t i n g  pots ;  and  i t  i s  t r u e  tha t  in those  a r e a s  se@re-  
i s  

ga t ion  ~ b r o k e n  down and t h e r e  i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  and  educa t i ona l  ming l ing  

of the E u r o p e a n  and A s i a n  g r o u p s .  

The A s i a n  M o s l e m  r e m a i n s  l e s s  u t i l i zab le  f r o m  the point  of v iew 

of work  and m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s  than the E u r o p e a n  c i t i zen  of the Sovie t  

Union, but he i s  h a r d l y  in a pos i t ion  to o f fe r  pos i t ive  r e s i s t a n c e  to the 

regime o 

What  the intell igentsLR a m o n g  the A s i a n s  th ink i s  v e r y  di f f icul t  to 
w e s t e r n  

say°  They  a r e  undoubtedly  a c q u i r i n g  ~ cu l ture°  Some,  however ,  

s u s p e c t  tha t  t hey  a r e  doing th is ,  jus t  a s  the Ind ians  in the old Indian 

E m p i r e  did a c q u i r e  EngLish cu l tu re ,  in o r d e r  to t u r n  t h e i r  m o r e  advanced  

knowledge  l a t e r  ag -~-~ t  the co lonia l  p o w e r s .  Tha t  r e m a i n s  specu la t i on .  
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The M o s l e m s  have m a n y  s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e a s o n s  fo r  oppos ing  R u s s i a n  

r u l e .  I t  i s  doubtful,  however j  tha t  t he se  can  be g a l v a n i z e d  s h o r t  of a 

f a i r l y  g e n e r a l  b r e a k u p  of the Sovie t  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m .  

Le t  me  pose  now a few v e r y  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s l o n s  about  the n a t u r e  

of the e thn ic  and s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  in  the Sovie t  Union,  

The s i ze  and g rowth  r a t e  of the Soviet  popula t ion ,  as  n e a r l y  as  

one can  te l l ,  a r e  r ough ly  of the s a m e  o r d e r  as  the s i ze  and popu la t ion  

of the Uni ted  S ta tes .  T h e r e f o r e  the idea  tha t  one s o m e t i m e s  has ,  of a 

g r e a t  m a s s  of R u s s i a n s  outweighing A m e r i c a n s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a f a r - f e t c h e d  

one .  I th ink  in the f o r e s e e a b l e  fu tu re  we can expec t  the c o u n t r i e s  to be 

in  p r a c t i c a l  t e r m s  of m a n p o w e r  and p o t e n t i a l i t y  about  the s a m e ,  a l though  

the  Sovie t  popula t ion ,  ~ o n t r a s t  to oursm wiU move  in  cyc l i c  c u r v e s  

up and down~ as  the e f fec t  of pa s t  m o r t a l i t y  upon the ~ i n c r e m e n t  of 

m a n p o w e r  m a k e s  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  f r o m  y e a r  to y e a r ,  

Secondly ,  the g r e a t  c l a s s  w e a k n e s s  in  the Sovie t  Union i s  the p e a s -  
i n a r t i c u l a t e  

a n t r y .  But the p e a s a n t r y  i s  l a r g e l y  ~ and  unable  to e x p r e s s  

i t s  oppos i t ion  excep t  by dimii~ished p roduc t i on .  

Th i rd ly ,  t h e r e  i s  a f i r m  c o r e  of ~ p e r h a p s  two m i l l i o n  eng in -  

e e r s ,  m a n a g e r s ,  bu reauc ra t s~  p a r t y  off icers~ and a r m y  o f f i c e r s  who 

a r e  f i r m l y  a t t ached  to the r e g i m e ,  because  i t  has  made  t hem what  t hey  

a r e  and  t hey  wi sh  to r e t a i n  t h e i r  pos i t i on  as  a p r i v i l e g e d  o r d e r  in the 

Soviet. Union.  Hence one can  h a r d l y  expec t  t hem to d e p a r t  f r o m  a d h e r -  

ence  to the C o m m u n i s t  ideo logy .  They  a r e  a l so  f i r m l y  a t t a c h e d  to the 

i n c e n t i v e  s y s t e m ,  which  pays  or  p r o m o t e s  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  c o n t r i -  
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bution to the r e g i m e .  

Fourth,  

the Mos lems ,  

among 
the nat ional  d i f fe rences  a re  s h a r p e s t  ~ groups like 

which a re  g rea t ly  s epa ra t ed  f rom the Russ i ans  t rad i t ion-  

a l ly .  But they a re  not geographica l ly  compact,  nor cu l tu ra l ly  at a leve l  

m~king them capable of r e a l  opposition to the Soviet s y s t e m .  
nat ional  

The m a j o r  potent ial  for /c leavage ~ with the Russ i ans  

is  in the Ukraine,  but i t  could only be act ivated in t ime of c r i s i s .  The 

r ecen t  m e a s u r e s  taken by Khrushchevts  admin i s t r a t i on  have tended to 

b r ing  the Ukra in lans  into pa r t ne r sh ip  with the Russ i ans  in running the 

Soviet s y s t e m .  This  na tu ra l ly  wil l  a t tach the m o r e  vigorous  e l emen t s  

among them more  f i r m l y  to the r e g i m e .  

Consequently,  under  n o r m a l  c i r cums tances ,  when a f i r m  a d m i n i s -  

t ra t ion  i s  ma in ta ined  in the Soviet Union, when m i l i t a r y  power i s  intact ,  

and when the communica t ions  monopoly of the r e g i m e  is  mainta ined,  

one can, I think, e s t ima te  that the Soviet population wil l  be r e l i ab l e  in 

t e r m s  of the r e g h n e ,  and wil l  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  ef f ic ient  in production, 

though it  wi l l  p robably  never  quite r e a c h  the A m e r i c a n  level ,  because  

of the geographica l  d!-advantages  of the population and the drag of this  

la rge  ru ra l ,  unproductive population. 

If the monopoly of the r e g i m e  over control,  power, and communica -  

t ions were  broken,  however,  there  a re  enough disrupt ive ,  diAintegrative 

fac tors  in the Soviet s y s t e m  to lead, quite poss ib ly ,  to a v e r y  rap id  

breakdown of the s y s t e m  as a whole.  

QUESTION: Dr.  Arms t rong ,  you ment ioned  the re la t ive  advantages 
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tha t  a c c r u e  to the R u s s i a n  people  l iving in the  c i t i e s  o v e r  those  on the 

f a r m s  in sp i te  of ~_he fac t  tha t  t h e r e  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  s h o r t a g e  of hous ing  

in the c i t i e s .  How i s  the Soviet  P a r t y  handl ing  th is  p r o b l e m ?  A r e  they  

s eek ing  to s p e e d  up hous ing  in the c i t i e s  ? Or  a r e  they  p lanning  to r e t a r d  

th i s  t r e k  of people  f r o m  the f a r m s  into the c i t i e s  ? 

DR. ARMSTRONG: They  a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g  people  to move  f r o m  

the f a r m s ,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  I ind ica ted ,  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  a s u r p l u s  of l a b o r  

t h e r e  in t e r m s  of e f fec t ive  u s e .  And they  a r e  doing an  e n o r m o u s  amoun t  

of cons t ruc t i on .  Even  in the  p e r i o d  be tween  1956 and 1958j when I v i s i t e d  

the Sovie t  Union, I no t i ced  the g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  of  hous ing .  But even  when 

adds  a mi l l ion  uni t s ,  le t  us  say ,  i t  i s  only a d rop  in the bucket ;  and 

hous ing  condi t ions  wil l  r e m a i n  bad  fo r ,  I would s ay ,  a t  l e a s t  a decade ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  of the e f fo r t  put  f o r t h  to i n c r e a s e  the hous ing  a v a i l a b l e .  

QUESTION:  You m e n t i o n e d  th is  sub j ec t  of  the r e p a i r  of the m i l k -  

ing  m a c h i n e s  on the f a r m .  My ques t ion  r e l a t e s  to the g e n e r a l  m e c h a n -  

i ca l  ab i l i t y  of t he se  peop le .  I s  i t  tha t  they  do not  have  the e n g i n e e r s  h e r e  
And 

to do th is  r e p a i r ?  ~ i s  i t  a na t iona l  t r a i t ?  A r e  the t r a c t o r s  and o t h e r  

m a c h i n e r y - - t r u c k s  and so  f o r t h - - t h a t  t hey  migh t  have  a v a i l a b l e - - a r e  

those  a l so  going into d i s r e p a i r  ? 

DR, ARMSTRONG: 

m a c h i n e r y  l ike t r a c to r s~  

Yes .  To s o m e  ex ten t  tha t  i s  t r ue  of b ig  

a l though it  p a r t i c u l a r l y  app l i e s  to s m a l l  r oach -  

i ne ry ,  l ike mi lk ing  m a c h i n e s ,  which  a r e  jus t  beyond  the c a p a c i t y  of the 

m i l k m a i d s .  They  do have t r a i n e d  mechan ic se  but they  a r e  in s h o r t  

supp ly  on the f a r m s .  
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T h e r e  i s  g r e a t  d i f f icu l ty  in ge t t ing  the t r a i n e d  p e r s o n  to s t a y  on 

the  f a r m .  He wants  to go to the ci ty ,  b e c a u s e  of the a d v a n t a g e s  I ind i -  

ca ted .  To s o m e  ex ten t  the r e g i m e  e n c o u r a g e s  it, b e c a u s e  they  a r e  i n t e r -  

e s t e d  in i n c r e a s i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  The a v e r a g e  f a r m  w o r k e r  i s  s i m p l y ,  

un l ike the A m e r i c a n  f a r m  w o r k e r ,  i ncapab le  of handl ing  complex  m e c h a n -  

i c a l  d e v i c e s .  

QUESTION: K h r u s h c h e v  i s  s u p p o s e d  to have s u p e r v i s e d  the e x t e r -  

mina t ion  of s e v e r a l  mi l l i on  U k r ~ s .  Would you give us  the b a c k -  

g round  of th is  and what  e f f ec t  i t  h~_~ on a t t e m p t s  to get  U k r a i n ~ n s  into 

the r e g i m e ?  

DR. ARMSTRONG: Well ,  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  doubt about  K h r u s h c h e v l s  

p e r s o n a l  ro l e  in th i s  l a r g e - s c a l ~  s u p p r e s s i o n  in the U k r a i n e .  The s u p p r e s -  
w a v e s .  

s ion  o c c u r r e d  in two ~ .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  was  the wave  of co l l ec t iv i za t ion ,  

w h e r e  the ku laks ,  to the n u m b e r  of s e v e r a l  mi l l ion ,  w e r e  depor ted ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  the U k r a i n e ,  a s  I i nd ica t ed .  Now, K h r u s h c h e v  a t  tha t  

t ime  was  work ing  in Moscow and not  in the U k r a i n e .  

Then, secondly ,  in 1937 t h e r e  was  a p u r g e  of the U k r a i n i a n  p a r t y  

a p p a r a t u s ,  and m a n y  of those  f i g u r e s  have  now been  p o s t h u m o u s l y  r e h a -  

b i l i t a t ed .  Some a r g u e  tha t  K h r u s h c h e v  h i m s e l f  was  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in 

c a r r y i n g  out th i s  p u r g e .  A c c o r d i n g  to the r e c o r d s ,  though, K h r u s h c h e v  

was  a t  Moscow unt i l  the beginning of 1938, when the p u r g e  was  l a r g e l y  

comple ted ;  and he t h e r e f o r e  i s  able  to d i s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  th is  a s p e c t  

of the s u p p r e s s i o n  of U k r a i n i a n  p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  

I t  has  been a r g u e d  back  and  f o r t h  in s c h o l a r l y  l i t e r a t u r e  in th is  
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c o u n t r y  and in the U k r a i n i a n  e m i g r a t i o n ;  and  I a m  not s a t i s f i e d  tha t  

t h e r e  is  defini te  p r o o f  tha t  K h r u s h c h e v  had  a m a j o r  p a r t  in tha t  p u r g e .  

He m a y  have had,  but i t ' s  h a r d  to d e m o n s t r a t e  i t .  

QUESTION: Doc tor ,  y e s t e r d a y  the n e w s p a p e r  c o m p a r e d  the hUm- 
p roduced  

b e t  of e n g i n e e r s  tha t  we had ~ with  the n u m b e r  tha t  R u s s i a  had  
ca l l s  

p roduced .  It f u r t h e r  i n f e r r e d  tha t  R u s s i a  ~ a p l u m b e r  an 

e n g i n e e r .  Can you c o m m e n t  on this ,  p l e a s e  ? 

DR.  ARMSTRONG: I th ink tha t  the f i g u r e s  g iven  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  

a c c u r a t e .  They  ind ica te  tha t  a t  the p r e s e n t  t ime  the R u s s i a n s  a r e  p r o -  

ducing about  twice  a s  m a n y  e n g i n e e r s  p e r  y e a r  a s  the Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

Now, I th ink the e n g i n e e r s  which the  Soviet  Union p r o d u c e s  a r e  

good e n g i n e e r s  in the t e chn i ca l  s e n s e .  Whe%her they  a r e  a s  good as  o u r s  

I a m  incapab le  of s ay ing .  But they  a r e  t r a i n e d  e n g i n e e r s .  

We m u s t ,  howeve r ,  r e c o g n i z e  tha t  the t r a i n i n g  which the e n g i n e e r  

ge t s  in the Soviet  Union i s  a n a r r o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l  type of t r a i n i n g .  It  

does  not f i t  h im to ac t  a s  an  in te l l igen t  c i t i zen .  I t  r e s t r i c t s  h im p r e t t y  

m u c h  to the type of l e a r n i n g  which  wil l  be u se fu l  in doing a g iven  job.  

Tha t  m e a n s ,  of c o u r s e ,  tha t  the e n g i n e e r s  in the Sovie t  Union 

a r e  i n t e l l e c tua l l y  v e r y  n a r r o w .  They  a r e  d e p r i v e d  of the f a m i l i a r i t y  

wi th  the human i t i e s ,  with the l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  which  we t ry ,  in Wiscons in  

a t  l ea s t ,  to give to our  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d e n t s .  And c o n s e q u e n t l y  the 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  with  %he r i g i d i t y  of C o m m u n i s t  con t ro l ,  wi th  the n a r r o w -  

n e s s  and a r i d i t y  of C o m m u n i s t  ideology,  i s  not v e r y  p r e v a l e n t ,  a c c o r d -  

ing to m y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a m o n g  th is  g roup .  
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That i s  why I bel ieve  that the eng inee r s  consti tute a group which 

i s  unl ikely  to oppose the r e g i m e - - t h a t  plus  the fact, of course ,  that they 

a re  a highly p r iv i l eged  group, which wishes  to rega in  the p r iv i l eges  by 

main ta in ing  the s y s t e m  intact ,  

QUESTION: Cons ider ing  the la rge  number  of languages that  a re  

in use over  there  in Russ ia  today and the effect  of that on main ta in ing  

Cb~ in tegr i ty  of a l l  these  m i n o r i t y  groups,  i s  there  any effor t  being made 

on the par t  of Russ i a  to e s t a b l i s h  a nat ional  language there  to b r ing  a l l  

these  people together?  

DR. ARMSTRONG: Wet1, Russ ian  is  the nat ional  language.  

QUESTION: But I mean,  teaching it  throughout the va r ious  a r e a s .  

DR. ARMSTRONG: Yes. It i s  taught.  It i s  a compulsory  lan-  

guage in the e l e m e n t a r y  as  well  as the h igher  schools  throughout the 

Soviet Union. 

My exper ience  has  been that at  the higher  leve}s of education, a l l  

the r e a l l y  impor tan t  subjec ts  a re  taught in Russ ian .  They wi l l  te l l  you 

that they have c l a s s e s  in Bye lo rus s i an  or in Usbek, for example ;  but 

i t l s  r a t h e r  ha rd  to find where these c l a s s e s  a re  going on. When one 

ac tua l ly  encounters  the ins t ruc t ion  and the people who are  obtaining h igher  

education, they a l l  s eem to be working in Russ ian .  

The concess ions  to the mino r  languages,  there fore ,  which a re  

rea l ,  a re  designed m a i n l y  to act as  proof that the Soviet Union i s  not 

a t tempting to force  a l l  into a common l inguis t ic  mold.  But they a l l  a re  

compel led  to obtain, at l eas t  i f  they p r o g r e s s  beyond e l e m e n t a r y  education, 
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a su f f i c i en t  knowledge of R u s s i a n  to funct ion  in the g e n e r a l  s o c i e t y .  

And anyone who w i shes  to go on to a c a r e e r  of i m p o r t a n c e ,  e s p e c i a U y  

in  p o l i t i c a l  work ,  has  to be a l t o g e t h e r  f luent  in  the R u s s i a n  l anguage .  

It  i s  the T t ngua  F r a n c a  of th i s  whole Sovie t  s y s t e m .  

QUESTION: Dr. Armstro~ you showed a map on which 6~muuud~ 
Cossacks 

/were scattered throughout the southern part of Russia in fairly large 

n u m b e r s ,  but  you s a i d  a l so  that  t hey  were  r e l a t i v e l y  u n i m p o r t a n t  in  

p r e s e n t - d a y  R u s s i a .  What accoun t s  for  the l a ck  of i m p o r t a n c e  of tha t  

g roup  ? Are  t hey  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r u r a l  o r  u rban ,  o r  what  i s  t h e i r  s t a tu s  ? 

DR. ARMSTRONG: WeLl, I was  r e f e r r i n g  to the Kazakhs  a s  a 

C e n t r a l  A s i a n  na t iona l i ty ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  of M o s l e m  a f f i l i a t ion ,  and  t hey  

we re  herdsmenw o r i g i n a l l y .  Now m a n y  ~_-_ve gone in to  f a c t o r i e s  and m a n y  

have been  s e t t l e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  on f a r m s .  But, as  a m a t t e r  of fact ,  t h ey  

a r e  s u b m e r g e d  in the m a s s  of U k r a i n i a n s  and R u s s i a n s  who have m o v e d  

in, as  you can  see  by the c r o s s - h a t c h i n g  on th i s  m a p - - i n t o  the m o r e  f e r -  

t i le  p a r t s  of Kazakhs t an .  

Now, the C o s s a c k s ,  as  we th ink  of t hem as  a s e p a r a t e  group  wi th  

a s e m i - m i l i t a r y  type of o rgan i za t i on ,  i nhab i t ed  p r i m a r i l y  th i s  Nor th  

Caucasus  and Don a r e a  of the Sovie t  Union.  They  too ex i s t  and  have c e r -  

t a in  t r a d i t i o n s  which  d i s t i n g u i s h  t hem f r o m  the s u r r o u n d i n g  populations+ 

but t hey  a r e  R u s s i a n  by  l-_-_guage and c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t ion ;  and,  as  f a r  as  

one can d e t e r m i n e ,  t hey  a r e  p r e t t y  w e ] / a s s i m i l a t e d  in to  the g e n e r a l  

Soviet  popu la t ion  in tha t  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of the Sovie t  Union.  
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QUESTION: In view of the ambition of the Russians to get into the 

privileged class, what is going to be the problem of getting the children 

of these privileged class people out of the privileged class? 

DR. ARMSTRONG:. That's a very serious problem for the Russian 

system. We cannot as yet really estimate what the effect of hereditary 

privilege in the Soviet Union is. Studies by the Harvard interview group, 
? 

published recently in the book "The Soviet Citizen," by Inkolas and Dower, 

indicate that there is a great transmission of educational privilege. That 

is to say, in spite of the fact that the regime tries to recruit people from 

all levels of society for higher education, in fact those who have been 

encouraged by their better-educated parents to strive for higher education 

are those who are more likely to attain it. That is true in this country. 

It's true in every society, and the Soviet Union offers no exception. 

The parents of such children will try very hard by hook or crook to get 

university education for them. And quite a number of scandals in this 

regard have risen in the Soviet Union. 

Khrushchev~s recent move to require almost all students to do 

manual work while they are in high school and in part also in the univer- 

sities indicates that he is concerned with this problem. And the fact 

that Khrushchev himself came from very poor peasant parents probably 

influences him to increase the opportunities for the lower classes in 

education and to diminish what he considers the free ride for the more 

privileged children. 

of Soviet progress, 

I t ' s  an  e f f o r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  I t h ink ,  to s t e m  the  t ide  

w h i c h  p o i n t s  in  the  d i r e c t i o n  of a m o r e  s t r a t i f i e d  
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s o c i e t y ,  in  which  one ts  f a m i l y  backg round  wi l l  p l ay  m o r e  and m o r e  of a 

r o l e  in i n c r e a s i n g  the c h a n c e s  of h is  ge t t ing  an educa t ion ,  which  in  t u rn  m e a n s  

the  e l i g i b i l i t y  for  h ighe r  pos i t i ons  in  the s o c i e t y .  

Tha t  i s  p a r t l y  specu l a t i ve ,  however ,  because ,  g iven  the r e l a t i v e l y  

s h o r t  l ength  of the  Sovie t  s y s t e m  and the g r e a t  n u m b e r  of c r i s e s  which  i t  

has  undergone ,  we cannot  be e n t i r e l y  s u r e  tha t  such  h e r e d i t a r y  p r i v i l e g e  

i s  going to be f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in the s y s t e m .  

QUESTION: I no t i ced  a p iece  in the p a p e r  where  ~he c o n t r o l  of 

t r a v e l  i s  going to be s o m e w h a t  l i f t ed  in R u s s i a ,  in  the n e a r  fu tu re .  Going 

back  to you r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  today,  Doctor ,  how m u c h  c o n t r o l  was  e x e r c i s e d  

ove r  y o u r  t r a v e l s  t h e r e  ? How m u c h  f r e e d o m  did you have ? 

DR, ARMSTRONG: That t s  a sad  ques t ion  fo r  me  to a n s w e r ,  I tm 

a f r a i d .  In 1956, when the c o u n t r y  was ju s t  opening up to  o r d i n a r y  A m e r -  

i can  v i s i t o r s ,  I was a l lowed  a g r e a t  dea l  of f r e e d o m .  X was a s s i g n e d  no 

guide to a c c o m p a n y  me  a r o u n d  the coun t ry .  I had one in e a c h  town. But 

u s u a l l y  t hese  guides  were  r a t h e r  na ive  young p e o p l e - - s t u d e n t s  in m a n y  

c a s e s ,  who had been  b rough t  in jus t  fo r  the pu rpose  of  conduct ing  f o r e i g n -  

e r s  a round;  and i t  was e a s y  to get  a round  t h e m .  I could  wande r  a round  

p r e t t y  m u c h  as  I wished .  And on the t r a i n s  and  on the a i r p l a n e s ,  for  

example ,  I was able  to move  a r o u n d  c o m p l e t e l y  u n e s c o r t e d  and ta lk  to 

people  f a ix ly  f r e e l y .  And I bad v e r y  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  wi th  

people  who were  in f ac t  opposed  to the reg 'hne ,  who we re  able  to s e ek  me  

out  in  the c o r r i d o r  of a t r a i n  or  on a p a r k  bench  and unburden  t h e m s e l v e s  

to  m e .  

30 



Now, in  1958 for  m e  the s i t u a t i o n  was  changed .  A v e r y  p e r s o n a b l e  

but  v e r y  s h a r p  young l ady  was  a s s i g n e d  to m e  a s  soon as  X got to Moscow,  

and she  i n d i c a t e d  tha t  she  was  going to take o v e r  m y  t r a v e l  in  the Sovie t  

Union.  She a c c o m p a n i e d  me  down to C e n t r a l  A s i a  and would s c a r c e l y  l e t  
even  

me  out of h e r  s ight ,  excep t  a t  n ight ,  and wou ldn l t / l e t  me  ea t  a lone  in  the 

r e s t a u r a n t s .  Th i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  g r e a t l y  r e s t r i c t e d  m y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a l though  

she  did a l l  she  could to f a c i l i t a t e  the m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s  of m y  a d v e n t u r e .  

The s i t u a t i o n  m a y  or  m a y  not  have been  p e c u l i a r  to  m e .  T h e y  

know, and  knew m o r e  by  tha t  t ime ,  of what  I was  doing.  My  work  had 

been  c i r c u l a t e d  to s o m e  ex t en t  in  the  Sovie t  Union among  those  who a r e  

e n t i t l e d  to s e e  s u c h  t h ings .  I had  been  t h e r e  be fo r e  and t h e y  knew I was  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  ge t t i ng  in to  v a r i o u s  o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  c o r n e r s .  T h a t  m a y  have 

i n f l uenced  t h e m .  

The fac t  tha t  C e n t r a l  A s i a  i s  a v e r y  touchy  a r e a  and one wh ich  t h e y  

w i s h  to keep  u n d e r  f i r m  c o n t r o l  m a y  a i so  have  i n f l uenced  t h e m  to s e n d  th i s  

young l ady  a long  wi th  m e .  She did not  a c c o a n p a n y  m e  to Kiev  and the 

U k r a i n e ,  w h e r e  I had  been  b e f o r e .  

O t h e r s  who have gone t h e r e  for  the f i r s t  t i m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s tuden t s ,  

have not  had t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e y  w e r e  a s  f r e e  in  '58 o r  '59 a s  I was  

in  t56, in  s o m e  c a s e s .  Not in  a l l .  And so  i t t s  v e r y  d i f f icu l t  to  g e n e r -  

a].ize f r o m  one ts  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  But m y  own e x p e r i e n c e  was  tha t  

the s i t u a t i o n  i s  ge t t i ng  m o r e  r i g id ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  they  have  been  able  

in  the  c o u r s e  of t h r e e  y e a r s  to f ind and  t r a i n  gu ides  who know e x a c t l y  
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how to handle  the f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r .  

QUESTION: Was i t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  you w e r e  b e t t e r  known on the 

s e c o n d  v i s i t ?  

DR.  ARMSTRONG- Well ,  I1m s u r e  tha t  was  the c a s e ,  b e c a u s e  

I r a n  into  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I was  a r r e s t e d  once and  p i cked  up o t h e r  

b i t s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  tha t  I w a s n ' t  s upposed  to get;  and  I ' m  s u r e  tha t  a r e d  

t ag  was  a t t a c h e d  to m y  f i l e .  

C O L .  FLYNN:  T h e r e  a r e  hands  up a l l  ove r  the r o o m ,  but  I tm 

a f r a i d  w e l r e  going to have  to b r i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g  to a c l o s e .  

D r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  on beha l f  of the Col lege  I want  to thank  you for  

coming  down f r o m  the U n i v e r s i t y  of W i s c o n s i n  and spend ing  t h i s  m o r n i n g  

with us. 

DR. ARMSTRONG: Th~n~ you v e r y  m u c h .  

I m  a n  m J  o ~ m m 
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