
L 6 0 - 7 1  

£ , 1  

~ . -  ,,~ 

- . : ; ,  , 

CUI_,rI .  R A L  I, A C  .['olr¢~s IN T H E  .ECONOMIC DEVti~LOPMI~]NT 
O F  T H E  U . . ~ D E R - D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  

Dr R e n z o  ~ "  . j~J iF e, GO 

N O T I C E  

T h i s  l e c t u r e  h a s  not  b e e n  e d i t e d  by t h e  s p e a k e r .  It  h a s  
b e e n  r e p r o d u c e d  d:[,.".ectly f r o m  t h e  r e p o r t e t " s  n o t e s  f o r  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  and  s t u d y  p u r p o s e s .  

N o  d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  to  be  m a d e  e i t h e r  tn w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t s  o r  in  o r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b a s e d  on t h i s  u n e d i t e d  c o p y .  

I t e v f . e w e d  b y : _ _ j ~ _ p _ , _ _ B _ ~ _ K ~ _  " l I ~ t r ~  

Date:  9 Dece:mber" 1959  

I N D U S T R I A L  C O L L E G E  O F  T H E  A R M E D  F O R C E S  

V V A S H I N G T O N ,  D. C. 

1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 0  



C U L T U R A L  FACTORS IN THE ECONOMIC D E V E L O P M E N T  
OF THE U N D E R - D E V E L O P E D  COUNTRIES 

12 N o v e m b e r  1959 

CONTENTS 

Page 

I N T R O D U C T I O N - - D r .  Ha ro ld  J .  C lem,  M e m b e r  of the Faculty, 
Industrial College of the Armed F o r c e s . . . . . . . . . .  o . . . . .  

SPEAKER--Dr .  Renzo Sereno, P r o f e s s o r  of Po l i t i ca l  Theory and 
Cultural relat ions ,  School of Advanced International Stud- 
ies ,  The Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

GENERAL DISCUSSION........................................ 

1 

17 1/2 

NOTICE 

This lecture has not been edited by the speaker. It has been 
reproduced directly from the reporter's notes for the students and 
faculty for reference and study purposes. 

No direct quotations are to be made either in written reports or 
in oral presentations based on this unedited copy. 

Reporter:  Ralph W. Bennett 

Reviewed by: Colonel P. B. Klein, USAF, 9 December 1959. 

PubLication No. L60-71 

INDUSTRIAL COLT.~GE OF THE ARMED FORCES 

W a s M n ~ o ~  D. C. 



CULTURAL FACTORS iN THE ECONOMIC D E V E L O P M E N T  
OF THE U N D E R - D E V E L O P E D  COUNTRIES 

12 N o v e m b e r  1959 

p o l i t i c a l  
DR. CTEM: Gen t l emen ,  an i m p e r a t i v e / f a c t  of our  t i m e s  is  the 

u p s u r g e  of n a t i o n a l i s m  among  peop les  of c o m p a r a t i v e l y  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  

l a n d s - - a  n a t i o n a l i s m  coupled  wi th  an i n s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  for  e c o n o m i c  

and s o c i a l  b e t t e r m e n t .  To cap tu r e  the l e a d e r s h i p  of th i s  r e v o l u t i o n  of 

r i s i n g  expec t a t i ons  has  b e c o m e  a m a j o r  ob jec t ive  of oppos ing  camps  in 

the c u r r e n t  cold  wa r  be tween  E a s t  and West .  

Th is  m o r n i n g  we take  a look a t  the backg rounds  of t he se  peop les  

as  they  r e l a t e  to the p r o b l e m s  conf ron t ing  t h e m  in t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  to r e a l i z e  

t h e i r  hopes  and a s p i r a t i o n s .  Our  sub j ec t  i s  " C u l t u r a l  F a c t o r s  in the 

E c o n o m i c  Deve lopmen t  of the U n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  C o u n t r i e s . "  Our  s p e a k e r  

i s  Dr .  Renzo Sereno ,  of the School  of Advanced  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Studies ,  

Johns  Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y .  

I m igh t  o b s e r v e  tha t  as  a m e m b e r  of tha t  facul ty ,  Dr .  S e r e n o ' s  

ch i e f  job i s  to a id  in the t r a i n i n g  of ICA p e r s o n n e l  d e s t i n e d  fo r  o v e r s e a s  

du t ies .  

Dr .  Sereno ,  i t  i s  a p l e a s u r e  to we lcome  you h e r e  th i s  m o r n i n g  

and to i n t roduce  you to the s tuden t s  and  f acu l t y  of the I n d u s t r i a l  Col lege  

of the A r m e d  F o r c e s .  

DR. SERENO: Thank you.  Before  I s t a r t  I td  l ike  to t e l l  you how 

happy I a m  to be h e r e .  I have a ques t ion  to ask  you.  Le t  me  know when 

I t a lk  too f a s t  and w h e t h e r  I tm aud ib le .  Should I be o b s c u r e ,  p l e a s e  le t  



m e  know. Let  us  e s t a b l i s h  at  once va l id  comm~!n!cat ion.  

The theme  on which  I ' m  going to t a lk  i s  f a i r l y  s i m p l e  and ye t  

e n o r m o u s l y  complex .  We a lways  h e a r  about  e c o n o m i c  deve lopmen t .  

What i s  e conomic  d e v e l o p m e n t ?  You m e n t i o n  i t  in  two w a y s - - t h e  c o m -  

plex of a c t i v i t i e s  which  b r i n g s  about  an i n c r e a s i n g  p e r  cap i t a  i ncome ,  

or  the complex  of a c t i v i t i e s  which  b r i n g s  about  an i n c r e a s i n g  p e r  cap i t a  

output .  

Now, 

in  the w e s t e r n  wor ld .  That  i s ,  

fac to  e c o n o m i c  deve lopm en t .  

the p r o g r e s s  of e c o n o m i c  deve lopmen t  i s  a l m o s t  endemic  

when we s a y  "Wes t "  we m e n t i o n  ipso  

England,  as  you know, was the l e a d e r  

in the f ie ld;  and the o the r  s t a t e s - - G e r m a n y ,  F r a n c e ,  and  n o r t h e r n  I t a l y - -  

fo l lowed sui t ,  t ~ w i t t b h e  Scand inav ian  c o u n t r i e s ,  The N e t h e r l a n d s ,  

and Be lg ium.  The r e s t  of the wor ld ,  excep t  fo r  J apan  and  a few i s l a n d s  

h e r e  and t he r e ,  l agged  behind .  More  r e c e n t i y  a d e s p e r a t e  e f fo r t  was  m a d e  

by R u s s i a  to b r ing  about  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t - - i n  th is  case  no th ing  

l e s s  than  a r e v o l u t i o n .  

p h e n o m e n a  
But when one t a lk s  about  e c o n o m i c  ~ m : ~ p a ~ m ~ t ,  one has  to s t a r t  

s o m e t i m e  to t a lk  about  what  a r e  the c u l t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  tha t  go in wi th  

e c o n o m i c  deve lopmen t .  Le t l s  s t a r t  by ask ing ,  What i s  an u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  

a r e a ?  Obv ious ly  i t  i s  an  a r e a  in which  the p e r  cap i t a  i n c o m e  and the pe r  

cap i t a  output a r e  not  equal  e i t h e r  to the demand  or  to the w i shes  or  the 

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  of the people  invo lved .  

Now, t h e r e  a r e  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s  a l l  ove r  the wor ld .  F o r  i n -  

s t ance ,  in  the Uni ted  S ta tes  we can th ink  of M i s s i s s i p p i  as  an a r e a  tha t  

2 



i s  l e s s  d e v e l o p e d  t h a n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  o r  u p p e r  New Y o r k  S t a t e .  

You c a n  t h i n k  of  s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  a s  b e i n g  l e s s  d e v e l o p e d  t han  n o r t h e r n  

I l l i n o i s  o r  the  r e g i o n  a r o u n d  C h i c a g o .  T h e n  we can  t h i n k  of c o u n t r i e s  

w h e r e  t h i s  a r e a  i s  l a r g e r .  We c a n  t h i n k  of B r a z i l ,  w h e r e  the a r e a  

a r o u n d  Sao P a u l o  i s  d e v e l o p e d  and  the  a r e a  in  the  r e s t  of  the  c o u n t r y  i s  
the  c e n t e r  f o l l o w s  su i t ,  

no t .  We c a n  t h i n k  of I t a l y ,  w h e r e  the  n o r t h  i s  d e v e l o p e d / a n d  the  s o u t h  

i s  no t .  We c a n  t h ink  of Spa in ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  two t i n y  i s l a n d s  of d e v e l -  

o p m e n t - - i n  the  B a s q u e  c o u n t r y  and  n e a r  B a r c e l o n a - -  a n d  the  r e s t  of  the  

c o u n t r y  i s  u n d e r -  d e v e l o p e d .  

But  t h e r e  i s  a d e m a n d  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a d e m a n d  b r o u g h t  about ,  

I t h ink ,  b y  a n u m b e r  of c a u s e s ,  of w h i c h  the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  h a s  b e e n  the  

r e v o l u t i o n  in  co_m_munications, b e c a u s e  c o u n t r i e s  and  p e o p l e  w h i c h  o r  who 

u n t i l  a few y e a r s  ago  w e r e  s h e l t e r e d ,  p r o t e c t e d  f o r  t h o s e  p e o p l e  f r o m  

o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s  and  i n t e r f e r e n c e s  have  s u d d e n l y  f a c e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  

t he  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a b e t t e r  w o r l d  a n d  a b e t t e r  w a y  to l i v e .  

T h i s  i s  w h a t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  known  a s  R R E - - t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of r i s i n g  e x p e c -  

t a t i o n s .  

In  t h i s  p r o c e s s  of d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  u n d e r -  

d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s ,  we m u s t  r e f l e c t  fo r  a m o m e n t  on w h a t  i s  an  u n d e r - d e v e l -  

oped  a r e a .  The  n a m e s  fo r  the  a r e a s  have  b e e n  changed°  How t h e y  a r e  

c a l l e d ,  w i t h  a s e n s e  of r e s p e c t ,  fo r  the  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n v o l v e d ,  the  n e w l y  

d e v e l o p i n g  a r e a s .  And  I found tha t ,  s t r a n g e l y  enough ,  i t  i s  a good  t e r m .  

We found a c a s e  in  w h i c h  the  p r e s s  a g e n c y ,  w h i c h  g o e s  ha t  and  g love  w i t h  

o u r  e f f o r t ,  found i t s e l f  r i g h t .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  w e r e  no t  
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u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  lef t  to t h e m s e l v e s  o r  in  a g i v e - o r - t a k e  s t a tus ,  but  which  

sudden ly  found t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  b e c a u s e  of the p r e s s  of c o m m u n i -  

ca t ions ,  of the ~ v a r i e t y  of the i m a g e s  which  a r e  b rough t  to b e a r  on 

t h e m  b e c a u s e  of the e n o r m o u s  s t r e a m  of demand  c r e a t e d  by the a w a r e n e s s  

of the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a b e t t e r  l i fe .  
? on economic development 

Now, two authors, Mayer and Baldwin, in a book/which I took at 

random ° give this definition of economic areas: (going to blackboard) 

One is producing only primary comities (writing "primary producing"). 
under- 

Two is (writing "faces population pressure.") Three, it has ~/developed 
n a t u r a l  

/ r e s o u r c e s  (wr i t ing  tha t  on boa rd ) .  Four th ,  i t  has  an e c o n o m i c a l l y  

Fi f th ,  i t  i s  c ap i t a l  de f ic ien t .  Sixth, i t  i s  f o r e i g n  b a c k w a r d  popula t ion .  

t r ade  o r i e n t e d .  
those  no tes ,  

I hope you ca l l  aLl r e a ~  because ,  having  s t a t ed  those  s ix  po in t s ,  

you s h ~ l d  fo rge t  about  t hem.  Th i s  i s  an e c o n o m i c  def in i t ion  which  we 

wi l l  i g n o r e .  E c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  do not  l ive in  a v a c u u m .  They  a r e  

p a r t  of o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  They  a r e  p a r t  of what  we ca l l  cu l t u r e .  

Now, I u n d e r s t a n d  tha t  you have had  the p l e a s u r e  of h e a r i n g  Margar@t 

Mead  on cu l tu re ,  so  I fee l  v e r y  shy  about  m e n t i o n i n g  i t  m y s e l f .  But I 

r a t h e r  th ink  I wi l l  have to, aga in s t  m y  b e t t e r  j udgment .  

What  i s  c u l t u r e  in which  a l l  these  th ings  a r e  a l i v e ?  What  i s  i t ?  

I f ee l  Like ask ing  a ques t ion .  Cu l tu re  can be defined,  I u n d e r s t a n ~  in  

1700 ways ,  none of t hem su f f i c i en t .  
? 

Si r  E d w a r d  F e i n e r  def ined  cu l tu r e  as  " the  m a t e r i a l  and n o n m a t e r i a l  

a c h i e v e m e n t s  of m e n  Living in a soc~a! r e l a t i o n s h i p . "  A s i m p l e r  def in i t ion  
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i s  the  one  u s u a l l y  a c c e p t e d  and  i t t s  " l e a r n e d  b e h a v i o r . "  Tha t  i s ,  we  

a l l  a r e  b o r n  wi th  s o m e  g i v e n  a p p e t i t e s ,  w i t h  s o m e  g i v e n  n e e d s ,  w i t h  

s o m e  g i v e n  w a n t s ,  but  we l e a r n  to c a t e r  to t h e m  in  a s o c i a l  way .  We 

s h a r e  o u r  b e h a v i o r  w i th  o t h e r s .  We a l l  a r e  b o r n  w i t h  a n e e d  fo r  food, 

but  no m a n  g o e s  out  and  s e e k s  h i s  food  and  e a t s  i t  a l l  by  h i m s e l f  the  way  

a dog d o e s  w i t h  a b o n e .  

" N a t u r a l  m a n "  i s  a f i g m e n t  of p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i m a g i n a t i o n .  M e n  a r e  

n o w h e r e ,  e v e n  in  in fancy ,  w i thou t  the  c o n s t r a i n t  o r  g u i d a n c e  of  s o c i a l  

r u l e s .  No s o c i e t y  a n y w h e r e  s a t i s f i e s  the  h u n g e r  of  i t s  m e m b e r s  a c c o r d -  

ing  on ly  to i n d i v i d u a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  v e r d i c t s  and  to the  r a w  m a t e r i a l  

a v a i l a b l e .  Tha t  i s ,  no  m a t t e r  w h e r e  p e o p l e  go to d i n n e r ,  no  m a t t e r  

how p r i m i t i v e  the  c u l t u r e ,  p e o p l e  w i l l  ge t  t o g e t h e r  fo r  a f e a s t .  No 

m a t t e r  how p r i m i t i v e  the  c u l t u r e ,  p e o p l e  w i l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and  g a t h e r  

t h e i r  food  t o g e t h e r  and  ea t  i t  a t  a g i v e n  po in t ,  a t  a g i v e n  m o m e n t ,  w i th  

a g i v e n  s e t  of  r u l e s .  

Now, s o m e  p e o p l e  t h ink  s o m e  t h i n g s  c l e a n  and  s o m e  th ings  d i r t y .  

T h e r e S s  no r e a s o n  fo r  tha t .  S o m e  p e o p l e  t h ink  s o m e  t h i n g s  a r e  e d i b l e  

and  s o m e  t h i n g s  a r e  no t  e d i b l e .  T h e r e ' s  no r e a s o n  fo r  t ha t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e  

in  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  a n u m b e r  of  c u l t u r e s  e a t  dogs .  Now, if  I b r o u g h t  you 

to  m y  h o m e  and  o f f e r e d  you a n i c e  s t e w  and  t h e n  r e v e a l e d  to you tha t  

w h a t  you had  b e e n  e a t i n g  had  b e e n  a d a c h s h u n d  o n l y  two h o u r s  b e f o r e ,  

you w o u l d  c o m e  to two c o n c l u s i o n s .  One i s  t h a t  I h a v e  a p e c u l i a r  s e n s e  

of h u m o r ,  and  the o t h e r  i s  t ha t  you w a n t  to v o m i t .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  the  

c h a n g e  of p a t t e r n  f r o m  one c u l t u r e  to a n o t h e r  m a y  e v e n  b r i n g  p r o f o u n d  
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p h y s i o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s .  

Now, then ,  i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  tha t  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  of b e h a v i o r  a r e  to  be 

r e l a t e d  to the  s ix  p o i n t s  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d  o v e r  t h e r e  ? T h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  

two p o i n t s  t h a t  I wou ld  l ike  to e n l a r g e  on fo r  a m o m e n t .  T h o s e  a r e  
u n d e r -  

p o i n t s  3 and  4. When  we  s a y  t h a t  a c o u n t r y  has  ~:[ d e v e l o p e d  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  wha t  do we s a y ?  W e a l t h  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  m a k e s  no  s e n s e ,  

b e c a u s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  d o n ' t  e x i s t .  Wha t  we c a l l  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

a r e  a h u m a n  i n v e n t i o n .  " ~ e  o ld  P e r s i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n o t e w o r t h y  

c u l t u r e  on an  o i l - r i c h  l a n d  w i thou t  b o t h e r i n g  abou t  o i l .  Oi l  has  a v a l u e  

t o d a y  on ly  b e c a u s e  a n u m b e r  of s k i l f u l  p e o p l e  in  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  and  the  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n v e n t e d  t he  c o m b u s t i o n  e n g i n e .  

The  s a m e  i s  t r u e  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y .  The  f o r m a t i o n  of s o m e  p r e c i s e  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

/ d e m a n d  c r e a t e s  a n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  the  h e r ~ i n g  ha s  b e e n  

i n  s e a w a t e r  l o n g e r  t han  m a n  ha s  b e e n  on e a r t h ,  but  i t  w a s  o n l y  w h e n  a 

D u t c h m a n  i n v e n t e d  a way  of s a l t i n g  the  h e r r i n g  tha t  t he  h e r r i n g  b e c a m e  

capi ta l°  b e c a m e  r e a l l y  a n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e .  W a t e r  ha s  b e e n  on the  e a r t h  

f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of  y e a r s .  I t  was  o n l y  w h e n  you c o u l d  h a r n e s s  i t  and  m a k e  

of i t  an e l e c t r i c  c u r r e n t  t ha t  w a t e r  b e c o m e s  a n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e .  

Now, w h e n  we s a y  '~" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "" " 3  
under- 

country with ,A~developed natural resources," we also say another thing-- 
# 

that it has not developed any formula which gives value to the resources 
? 

it has. Let us say that someone is defining what is the curse of Oklahoma. 

Red clay. But it may be good for the basing of some kind of ceramics. 

From that moment on the red clay of Oklahoma becomes a natural resource. 
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In o the r  words ,  human  ingenui ty ,  tha t  i s ,  cu l tu r e  i s  what  d e t e r m i n e s  
- .  

the n a t u r e  of a n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e .  Today  i t  i s  the va lue  for  w e s t e r n  cu l tu r e  

w h i c h  d e t e r m i n e s  the va lue  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a l l  ove r  the wor ld .  When 

we h e a r  tha t  the Congo Bas in  i s  r i c h - - r i c h  in  w h a t ?  I t ' s  r i c h  in r u b b e r  

for  w e s t e r n  t i r e s .  I t ' s  r i c h  in m e t a l s  for  w e s t e r n  c a r s  and w e s t e r n  i n d u s -  

t r y .  I t ' s  r i c h  in s o m e  oi l .  I t ' s  r i c h  in  a l u m i n u m .  Al l  of t h e s e  a r e  th ings  

for  which  the Congo le se  have no use  w h a t s o e v e r .  Or  i f  t hey  have a use ,  

i t ' s  b e c a u s e  they  have l e a r n e d  i t  f r om o t h e r s .  T h e y  d idn ' t  i nven t  i t .  

L~ .~  go to the fou r th  p o i n t - - a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  b a c k w a r d  popula t ion .  

What  i s  an e c o n o m i c a l l y  b a c k w a r d  popu la t i on?  I t t s  a popula t ion  which  

h a s n ' t  found i t s  b e a r i n g s .  

Now, the i dea  tha t  a popula t ion  i s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  b a c k w a r d  b e c a u s e  

they  have o t h e r  va lue s  i s  v e r y  w i d e s p r e a d .  I don ' t  s e e m  to be l i eve  in  i~, 

It was  t rue ,  but  i s  no l onge r  t r u e .  Two h u n d r e d  y e a r s  ago the Hindus 

were  not  b a c k w a r d  people .  Why?  B e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e i r  ph i lo -  

sophy,  t h e i r  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  we re  su f f i c i en t  to t h e i r  needs .  They  

w e r e n ' t  v e r y  s t rong ,  but they  w e r e  v e r y  happy,  so  tha t  a few m u s c u l a r  

E n g l i s h r n e n  could run  a s h o r e  and take  ove r  th i s  c o u n t r y .  But  by and l a r g e  

t hey  func t ioned .  

Now they  don ' t .  Now t h e y ' r e  poor .  And t h e y ' r e  poor  to the point ,  

I would say ,  of i n d e c e n c y .  I can see  why M r .  Neh ru  i s  c o n c e r n e d  wi th  

the p r i de  of h i s  people .  T h e y  do need  to develop .  They  c a n ' t  keep  on 

l i v ing  tha t  way.  And in o r d e r  to do tha t  t h e y  m u s t  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  th i s  

p a t t e r n  of c u l t u r a l  b e h a v i o r .  T h e y  m u s t  l e a r n  to do th ings  to which  t hey  

have not  been  a c c u s t o m e d .  T h e y  m u s t  l e a r n  to e a r n  a Living in  w a y s  to 

which  they  have not  been  u sed .  They  m u s t  abandon ways  of l i fe wh ich  

a r e  dea r  to them but wh ich  a r e  obv ious ly  u n s u i t e d  
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to a modern country. And this is the problem which they are facing. 

That is what an economically backward population means--people 

filling the soil with one cow or with womanpower behind the plow. They 

make rather a limited sustenance out of farming and ignore industry. 
In other words, it:. is not modern. 

Now, we cannot countenance this sort of thing to exist. Itts impos- 

sible for us to witness it with closed eyes, not only, as Dr. Clem was 

saying, because of the ~ag of war between East and West, but also because 

it is rather a problem to us to think of people living Like this. One, they 

know they Live like this, because now they've learned it. And they want 
silly th ings ,  

things, simple things,/but they want them too. They want parent-teacher 

associations. They want the schools so they can have parent-teacher 
In Latin America they think 

associations. / t"hey love earth-moving machinery, because/It can clear 

the jungle. It doesn't, but they love it just the same. And, in fact, 

they want so many things and so fast that theylre not quite clear about 

what they want. 

One thing that they need most, in my mind, that is paramount, I 

think, i'.~ our work i~;helping these people to rise and shine is to teach 

them skills, because, clearly what is an under-developed area? Whatts 
It's very fundamental. 

wrong with it?/ills an area which lacks skill enough not to be a backward 

area, to be a frontier. If they had those skills, they wouldntt be backward. 

Another one is "faces population pressure." For instance, in India 
they have waves of famine and 

/ people starve, but their religious convictions are so strong that they do 

not kill the holy cows. That could avoid a famine. Tl-~qr could give India 

Nothing doing.  
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uneconomic  
w o r l d .  They  r a i s e~sheep  for  m e a t  and for  wool,  when a c t u a l l y  they  

F r e n c h  Soma l i l and  
could  r a i s e  pigs  fo r  b r i s t l e  and for  m e a t .  What  happens  ? In 

the A r a b  popu la t ion  ea t s  f i sh .  In o t h e r  words ,  they  want  f i sh ,  b e c a u s e  

f i sh  i s  abundant .  The SomaLis don ' t  l ike f i sh .  They  s t a r v e .  

I r e m e m b e r  once I was doing a s tudy  in  n o r t h e r n  C o r s i c a ,  which  

i s  a r a t h e r  poor  count ry ,  and I found tha t  m o s t  of the f i s h e r m e n  had one 

th ing in c o m m o n .  They  d idn ' t  kno~how to f i sh .  I don ' t  know how to f i sh  
but 

e i t h e r , / t ~ s h i n g  i s n ' t  i m p o r t a n t  to m e .  But for  a f i s h e r m a n  i t ' s  quite 

i m p o r t a n t .  

In o the r  words ,  th i s  d e m a n d  for  sk i l l s ,  th i s  l ack  of s k i n s ,  i s  one 

which  is  a l l - p r e s e n t  in  those  a r e a s .  

Ano the r  th ing  which  those  a r e a s  l ack  i s  m o r e  spec i f i c  sk i l l  than 

the one they  have .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  P o r t u g a l  i s  c u l t u r a l l y  as  advanced  as  
only  

any, but e c o n o m i c a l l y  they  a r e  backward ,  no t / because  of these  s ix  r e a s -  

ons,  but because  the s k i l l s  which  they  need  they  do not  p u r s u e .  

I ' l l  give you an example  . T u r k e y  i s  a good example  of a n o t h e r  

one.  T h e r e ' s  no r e a s o n  fo r  t hose  c o u n t r i e s  to be u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d ,  but  

t hey  a r e .  Because  of t h e s e  s ix  r e a s o n s ?  No. Because  of one only,  

n a m e l y ,  the fac t  tha t  they  do not  app ly  t h e i r  m ind  to the so lu t ion  of t h e i r  

p r o b l e m s .  

T h e r e  we f ind tha t  the p a t t e r n s  of cu l tu r e  t ake  a deepe r ,  a m o r e  

e m b r a c i n g ,  a spec t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  one of the r e a s o n s  why India  i s  so 

ful l  of p r o b l e m s  i s  because  people  do not  l ike jobs .  Al l  t hey  want  i s  

c iv i l  s e r v i c e  o r  the  o f f i c e o f  a l a w y e r .  Since the B r i t i s h  i n t r o d u c e d  
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English justice into India° the families are so prone to litigation that 

there is always some work for a lawyer° and there's hope for a job in 

the civil service. 

Now, the Indians need civil service. The Indian civil service is 

what carries the country on for the time being. But it needs much more. 

It needs a larger number of engineers, of merchants, and of bankers. 

But do the Indians go in for engineering or for banking ? No° sir. 

Why? Because they're not respectable trades. So the trading is carried 

? And i f  I was an Indian° I would have to wash  m y  
out by the M a n i w h a r i s .  mou th  out for  hav ing  p r o n o u n c e d  tha t  name ,  so 
m u c h  i t  is  he ld  in con t empt .  

The other element missi~g is the entrepreneurship--the wining- 

n e s s  to take  chances ,  the w i l l i ngnes s  to s t a r t  th ings  booming .  Th i s  i s  

m i s s i n g .  In India  and in  La t in  A m e r i c a  tha t  i s  the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s t umb l ing  

b l o c k - - t h e  fac t  tha t  people  want  to have s e c u r e  pos i t i ons ,  but a r e  unwi l l ing  

to take chances ;  t hey  a r e  unwi l l ing  to make  a l iv ing  by any  o the r  m e a n s  

but  those  tha t  were  p u r s u e d  by  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s .  

I~d l ike  now to make  a n o t h e r  poin t .  Soc ie t i e s  a r e  of two types  

or  ten  thousand  types ,  i f  you want to go to e x t r e m e s .  (going to b l a c k -  

boa rd  and wr i t i ng  i~. A. ") 

I have two po in t s  h e r e .  One i s  t r a d i t i o n  and the o the r  i s  a c h i e v e -  
the s o c i e t y  

m e n t .  T r a d i t i o n  I s / w h e r e  th ings  happen because  they  have happened  

b e f o r e ,  and whe re  a m a n t a  s t a tus  in s o c i e t y  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  by his  b i r t h .  

A c h i e v e m e n t  i s  the  s o c i e t y  where  s p e c i a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  d e t e r m i n e s  the 

status of the person. 

contractual society. 

You could ca l l  i t  the s t a t u s  s o c i e t y  v e r s u s  the 

10 



Now, no s o c i e t y  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  t r a d i t i o n a l .  No s o c i e t y ,  e x c e p t  
Sov ie t  s o c i e t y ,  i s  

p e r h a p s  fo r  the  ~ ~ ,  ~ c o m p l e t e l y  a c h i e v e m e n t .  O u r  
a po in t  n e a r  r i g h t  e n d  

s o c i e t y  would  be s o m e w h e r e  in  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  v ). T h a t  

i s  b e c a u s e  a c h i e v e m e n t  i s  a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of o u r  s t a t u s ,  bu t  o u r  b i r t h  

a l s o  d e t e r m i n e s  i t  to s o m e  e x t e n t .  C h i n a  wou ld  be  s o m e w h e r e  a r o u n d  
\ 

( i n d i c a t i n g  l e f t  e n d  of  l i ne )  and  Ind ia  would  be s o m e w h e r e  a r o u n d  h e r e  

( i n d i c a t i n g  l e f t  end  of l i ne ) .  T h e r e ,  b i r t h  i s  w h a t  d e t e r m i n e s  i t .  

How can  we g e t  out  of  t h a t ?  How c a n  we have  a m o d e r n  s o c i e t y  i f  

we a r e  a t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y ?  I t ' s  up to  u s  to e n t e r  t h o s e  l a n d s  a n d  p r e -  

s e n t  t h e m  no t  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e ,  no t  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  g r o s s  

n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t ,  bu t  to  p r e s e n t  t h e m  w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

T h i s  i s  no t  a s i m p l e  c h o r e ,  f o r  a n u m b e r  of r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  
n a t u r a l l y  

b e c a u s e  t h e s e  p e o p l e ~ v a n t  to t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  w h a t  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  wou ld  c a l l  

a m b i v a l e n t .  T h e y  w a n t  one t h i n g  a n d  t h e y  w a n t  the  o p p o s i t e .  O r ,  to  pu t  

i t  m o r e  s i m p l y ,  t h e y  w a n t  to e a t  t h e i r  c a k e  a n d  have  i t  too .  T h e y  w a n t  a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  and  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e y  c a n ' t  have  bo th .  

So i t ' s  up to u s  to b r i n g  t h e s e  p e o p l e  the  v a l u e s  we have  a c h i e v e d  in  a s  

s u b t l e  p o s s i b l e  a m a n n e r  a s  we c a n  hope ,  k e e p i n g  in  m i n d  t h a t  t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s  a r e  a l l  i n t e r m e s h e d  w i t h  p o l i t i c s ,  p o l i t i c s  on o u r  s i d e .  W h y  

a r e  we i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e e k i n g  the  l e a d e r s h i p  of the  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  w o r l d ?  

I f e e l  l i ke  a s k i n g  a q u e s t i o n .  W h y  a r e  we h e r e  ? 

S u r e l y  I r e f u s e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  
we s t e  r n  

of the  ~ and  S o v i e t  

worlds. I don't believe that is so. I think it goes beyond that. I think 

i t ' s  b e c a u s e  we h a v e  s e e n  in  A m e r i c a  a n u m b e r  of t h i n g s  o c c u r  w i t h  w h i c h  
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we can  be m o r e  o r  l e s s  we l l  p l e a s e d .  Among  them i s  the  a l m o s t  com-  
a c o n t r a c t u a l  soc i e ty ,  

p le te  a c h i e v e m e n t  or  f i n i sh ing  of the a c h i e v e m e n t  s o c i e t y , / a  h igh  s t a n d a r d  
- - I  won ' t  e n t e r  in to  a d i s c u s s i o n  of our  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  but 

of j u s t i c e ,  and~he  d e s i r e s  of a s o c i e t y  wh ich  i s  b a s e d  on the r e s p e c t  fo r  

i nd iv idua l  ~ w o r t h  and ind iv idua l  d ign i ty .  

Now, as  to the popula t ion  p r e s s u r e  in  In d i a - - s o m e  of you m a y  

have s e e n  i t - - t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  human  about  l i fe  in s o m e  c o u n t r i e s ,  

and we cannot  s t a n d  by  id le  when tha t  o c c u r s .  A b i r t h  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  
one r e m e d y  or  

m a y  be /a  s low down in the publ ic  hea l t h  p r o g r a m  o r  o t h e r  c r u e l  dev i ce s ,  

but t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e .  T h a t ' s  not  c o m p l e t e .  Suf f ic ien t  o f f e r s  of 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  to e s t a b l i s h  a v iab le  eoonomy,  keep ing  in  m i n d  tha t  w e ' r e  

not  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i n c r e a s i n g  the c a p i t a l  output  of the people  for  the s i n g l e  

r e a s o n  tha t  we be l i eve  in  i n c r e a s i n g  the cap i t a l  output,  but b e c a u s e  we 

be l i eve  tha t  i t  i s  but a m e a n s  to an end and the end i s  s t i l l  the va lue  of 

the i nd iv idua l  and the w o r t h  of the ind iv idua l ,  a s  we s ee ,  b e c a u s e  the 

R u s s i a n s ,  for  i n s t a n c e ,  can  v e r y  we l l  do what  t h e y ' r e  doing.  T h e y ' r e  

v e r y  good a t  i n c r e a s i n g  the g r o s s  n a t i o n a l  i n c o m e  and the g r o s s  na t i ona l  

output.  Do we want  t h a t ?  No. Av~ why no t?  B e c a u s e  in  the p r o c e s s  

t hey  have  fo rgo t t en  the va lue  of m a n .  Tha t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  you do not  

want  to f o rge t .  

And we want  those  r e s o u r c e s  to take  p l ace  in  h a r m o n y  wi th  a n u m b e r  
We don ' t  want  v i o l e n c e .  

of t h ings .  / We don ' t  want  r e v o l u t i o n s  even  though what  w e ' r e  doing i s  

the m o s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  even t  tha t  has  s t r u c k  h u m a n i t y .  But we don ' t  

want  v i o l e n c e .  We th ink  tha t  th i s  p r o g r a m  wi l l  g row m a y b e  b rough t  

about  s l o w l y  and no th ing  happens  fas t ,  by  t e a c h i n g  t h e s e  people  the s k i l l s  
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to h a n d l e  t h e s e  t o o l s .  And  th i s  i s  a n o v e l t y  in  h i s t o r y .  

I l i ke  to th ink  of t h i s  a s  a p r o g r a m  in  w h i c h  we a r e  e n g a g e d  in  

modifying other cultures without destroying them. There is some simi- 

larity to the Roman Empire. A French writer wrote a book caUed 

"The Era of the Last Caesars." I think of the iast Caesars as being 

the Presidents of the United States, who behaved like the first Caesars 

of the i Roman Empire, by the giving of institutions for the whole 
kind of 

world. And in this/tug of war the most important thing is to give these 

htstitutions freely and have them accepted freely, not to impose them. 

Otherwise we run into what the Russians Will run into--into a set condi- 

tion of cultural patterns which will oppose them. And we would witness 

again and again what we are witnessing in China, the world's oldest 

culture, which gladly or most glibly throws away its history, its own 

ethics, only to grasp or to hope to grasp economic development. That is 
that basically is 

not what we want. And why not? Because ~~unrealistic. 

We always must try to work out slowly and With care modifications of 

patterns of behavior, importation of skills, changes in habits, without 

destroying the essentials of a culture. 

It isn't simple, because, as I said before, most people want every- 

thing, and they don't know what they want. But there are some things 

that we must give them. Most of them want very badly reassurance. 

We in the United States must think what a task it is to be Prime Minister 

of India, because there is one thing we know that even strikers in the 
m e a l s .  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  don~t m i s s  t h e i r  ~ The  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  of  Ind ia  knows  
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t h a t  e a c h  a n u m b e r  of people  wi l l  f a l l  d e a d  which  could have been  a l i ve .  

A n u m b e r  of t hem a r e  b o r n  who a r e  doomed  f r o m  the c r a d l e  to be born  

a l m o s t  in  s e r f d o m .  And tha t  happens  a l l  ove r  the wor ld .  The s a m e  

happens  in a l m o s t  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  in  L a t i n  A m e r i c a .  The s a m e  happens  

in  m o s t  c o u n t r i e s  of E a s t  A s i a .  The s a m e  happens  in A f r i c a .  
I th ink  w e ' r e  not  f igh t ing  for  the l e a d e r s h i p .  

A r e  we doing any th ing  to he lp  th i s  p r o c e s s  a l o n g ? / W e  have t he se  

t h ings .  And we m u s t  keep  th i s  p r e s e n t l y  in  our  head,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  

one s p h e r e  w h e r e  the R u s s i a n s  cannot  m e e t  us,  p a r t l y  in  the s p h e r e  of 

p o l i t i c s .  T h e i r  e c o n o m i c s  a r e  of a s o u n d e r  b r a n d .  Our  p o l i t i c s  a r e  a 

b e t t e r  b r and ,  b e c a u s e  we 've  got to take  into  accoun t  m a n y  m o r e  f a c t o r s  

of human  b e h a v i o r  ~ : ~ - ~ n ~ ~  than  the R u s s i a n s  do. 

My own v iew i s  tha t  in  th i s  p r o c e s s  we a r e  going v e r y  m u c h  l ike 
we a r e  

c h i l d r e n  l e a r n i n g  to walk .  And h e r e ' s  why: b e c a u s e  ~ c h i l d r e n  

l e a r n i n g  to walk .  But w e ' r e  l e a r n i n g  f a s t .  The p r o b l e m s  we face  a r e  

no th ing  l e s s  than  t r ad i t i on ,  b e c a u s e  how long does  i t  take  to change  a m a n  ? 

Many  y e a r s .  How long does  i t  take to change  a whole  g e n e r a t i o n ?  Many  

m o r e  y e a r s .  You m a y  have to change  your  p roduc t  f i r s t .  I r e m e m b e r  

s o m e o n e  a d d r e s s e d  m y  group  and I told h im tha t  I be l i eve  in  e c o n o m i c  

p r o g r e s s  p r o v i d e d  w e ' r e  g iven  ha l f  a c e n t u r y  a t  l e a s t  of t i m e .  And he 

sa id ,  " I ' l l  m a k e  i t  s i x t y  y e a r s - - t h e  space  of two g e n e r a t i o n s . "  

But M a r g a r e t  Mead  s a y s ,  "What  a r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ? "  T h e r e ' s  no s u c h  

th ing as  a g e n e r a t i o n .  I t ' s  j u s t  an inven t ion .  Peop l e  a r e  b o r n  e v e r y  day  

and e v e r y  second .  

ends  ? 

So what  i s  i t  w h e r e  one g e n e r a t i o n  beg ins  and the o the r  
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Actually, our  t a s k  i s  to go in  s lowly ,  s t ep  by s tep ,  to a l l  the people  

in  a g iven  a r e a  and t e a c h  t h e m  new t h i n g s .  T e a c h  t h e m .  We should  be, 

above a l l ,  t e a c h e r s .  T h e s e  people  m u s t  l e a r n .  We have  l e s s o n s  to t e a c h  

them,  s t ep  by s tep ,  what  i s  the r o a d  t hey  have to t r a v e l .  

They  don ' t  want  to l e a r n .  T h e y  want  and t hey  don ' t  want .  You know. 

T h e y  a s k  for  he lp  and t hey  don ' t  want  he lp .  T h e y  don ' t  want  the k ind  of 

he lp  w e ' r e  g iv ing  t h e m .  T h e y  want  s o m e  o the r  k ind of he lp .  T h e y  u s u a l l y  

want  what  a r e  known as  m o n u m e n t s .  T h e y  l ike  th ings  tha t  a r e  v e r y  i m p r e s -  

s i ve .  They  l ike  d a m s  and s t e e l  m i l l s - - t h i n g s  l ike  tha t .  Those  a r e  the 

th ings  t hey  want,  not  bec ause  they  need  them,  bu t  b e c a u s e  they  a r e  s y m b o l s  

of s t a tu s ,  s y m b o l s  of na t i ona l  a c h i e v e m e n t .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  p a r t s  of th i s  

p r o c e s s  of i n t e g r a t i o n  which  we a c h i e v e d  a l m o s t  a c e n t u r y  o r m o r e  ago 

and wh ich  t he se  people  a r e  0eginn!ng  to ach i eve  now. In o the r  words ,  

we a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  f aced  wi th  th i s  p r o b l e m  of t he se  d i s p a r i t i e s ,  t he se  dif-  

f e r e n c e s ,  be tween  what  we want  to do and what  those  people  want  to do. 

Now, these  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  so  m a n y  we cannot  count  them.  I g ive 

m y s e l f  a c o u r s e  for  twen ty  -~ weeks  in  t hem.  But when we e n t e r  a n o t h e r  

cu l tu re ,  we not  only  s ee  v a r i a t i o n s  in  ea t ing  hab i t s  or  in  to i l e t  t r a i n i n g ;  

we see  v a r i a t i o n s  in  o f f i c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  in  the v a l u e s  of f a m i l i e s ,  in  

the  way  we use  t ime ,  the way  we use  d i s t a n c e s .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  o b s t a c l e s  

in  our  way.  

L e t ' s  th ink  about  s o m e t h i n g  as  s i m p l e  a s  the  f a m i l y .  In o the r  cu l -  

t u r e s ,  the f a m i l y  i s  of the e s s e n c e  of l i fe .  A l l  ove r  A~r ica ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

our  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  i s  the b reakdown  of the t r a d i t i o n a l  A f r i c a n  f a m i l y .  
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Who b e l o n g s  to  the  A f r i c a n  f a m i l y ?  E v e r y b o d y .  The  f a m i l y  i s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  

b e c a u s e  how m a n y  g e n e r a t i o n s  l ive  u n d e r  one  r o o f ?  A l l  the  g e n e r a t i o n s  

t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  u s u a l l y  t h r e e  o r  fou r .  And  e v e r y b o d y  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  

in  the  f a m i l y .  E v e r y  f a m i l y  owns  the  l and ,  E v e r y  f a m i l y  w o r k s  the  l and .  

E v e r y  f a m i l y  p r o v i d e s  l e i s u r e .  Wi th  tha t  t h e r e ' s  no s e n s e  to go out  and  

w o r k  for  s o m e o n e  e l s e ,  b e c a u s e  w h a t e v e r  you e a r n  g o e s  to the  f a m i l y .  

So the  i n c e n t i v e  i s  s m a l l .  The  f a m i l y  t a k e s  c a r e  of you.  So you s t a y  

tha t  way .  

What  h a p p e n s  w h e n  you b r e a k  down tha t  s y s t e m ,  s u c h  as  in  Sou th  

A f r i c a ?  T r a g i c  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  I s e e  tha t  t i m e  i s  go ing  on and  I can  m e n -  

t i o n  on ly  one  e x a m p l e  in  a h u r r y .  We s e e  above  a l l  t h e y  a r e  a p p r o a c h i n g  
? 

a b r e a k d o w n  in  B e l i s e  and  t he  b i r t h  of a s o c i a l  p h e n o m e n o n  known  a s  

" A N O M I E "  ( w r i t i n g  tha t  w o r d  on b l a c k b o a r d ) .  T h i s  i s  the  t e r m  t h a t  the  
? 

F r e n c h  s o c i o l o g i s t  B u r k h e i m  i n v e n t e d  fo r  the  f e e l i n g  of l o s s  t ha t  a m a n  

h a s  w h e n  he has  l o s t  h i s  b e l i e f s .  Tha t  i s ,  we n e e d  r u l e s  to b e h a v e .  We 

m u s t  know how to b e h a v e .  The  m o m e n t  c o m e s  fo r  the  s u c c e s s i v e  w a v e s  

of i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  the  s i m p l e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  of o u r  o b j e c t s ,  

bu t  we no  l o n g e r  b e l i e v e  in  what  we g i v e .  In t h a t  c a s e  in  the  w e s t e r n  

w o r l d  the  e n d  i s  s u i c i d e .  

In A f r i c a  o r  in  A s i a  i t t s  no t  y e t  t ha t  end ,  but  w e t r e  g e t t i n g  to  tha t .  

It has  go t  to the  s t a t u s  of e x t r e m e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e n e s s ,  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  no  

l o n g e r  b e l i e v e  in  M o t h e r  Ind i a  but  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  in  a m o d e r n  Ind ia .  And  

t h e r e  we m u s t  s t e p  in  and  l e a d  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o w a r d  s a l v a t i o n .  

Sa lva t ion ,  a s  I s a id ,  i s  no t  s i m p l y  to be r e c k o n e d  in t e r m s  of e c o n o m i c  
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development. 

the Marxians, 

we shouldn't. 

Economic development is a means, is a tool. The Russians, 

believe that it is the origin of everything. We don't, or 
since 

But we are faced with the problem that/we are not to corn- 

pete with the Russians or refuse to believe we are competing with Russia, 

since we aren't, the problem is to give human life new values, to trade, 

as Margaret Mead says, new life for old, because people no longer want 

the old life. They're not ready for the new one. And there is where we 

step in and we give them a hand. 

The job is not simple, because these people are not ready for econ- 

omic institutions. And we have to bear with them the fact that most of 

them will need a military government for many years. Why? Because 

the military establishment represents the only western aspect of the cul- 

ture. Those of you who are going to Latin America will find that out. 

The only groups that have any organization are the military. It 

isn't the solution we like, but it's something we have to expect. It is, 

to my mind, the most important organization in the world. We find a 

breakdown of families, for instance, such as in Japan--juvenile delin- 

quency, slums. Most of you, I understand, will go to Western Europe 

and to Latin America. 

very strong Air Corps, 

In W e s t e r n  Eu rope  y o u ' l l  f ind an ~kir Corps ,  a 

of the Uni ted  Sta tes ,  whe re  the  f o r e b e a r s  of 

Americans are very busy becoming Americanized themselves. 

In Latin America we find really what an under-developed area 

can be. 

denying, 

They  a re  s t a r v e d  and ye t  e a g e r  to f ight,  demand ing  and ye t  

ful l  of c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  full  of pover ty ,  ful l  of p r e j u d i c e s ,  ful l  
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of vo ice .  And t h e r e  i s  whe re  our  p r o g r a m  b e c o m e s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b e c a u s e  

we a r e  r e a l l y  he lp ing  t he se  people  to m a k e  the s tep .  And I ' m  su r e  tha t  w e ' r e  

in  the r i gh t  d i r e c t i o n .  I th~ak you.  

D R .  C L E M :  Dr.  Se r eno  is  r e a d y  for  you r  ques t i ons .  

QUESTION: Doc tor ,  m y  ques t ion  has  to do wi th  your  point  of 

mod i fy ing  c u l t u r e s  wi thout  d e s t r o y i n g  t hem and you r  poing tha t  the Ch inese  
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a r e  t h rowing  away t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  I wonder  i f  you would t a lk  

about  tha t  s a m e  p r o b l e m  with  the R u s s i a n s .  Did they  do th i s  when they  

had t h e i r  R u s s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n ?  Or  how did t hey  do i t ?  

They  b e c a m e  i n t e n s e l y  r e a l i s t i c .  
DR. SERENO: They  did at  f i r s t .  Thel~ they  r e c o v e r e d . /  As you 

know, the R u s s i a n s  r e f e r  to any th ing  tha t  happened  as  happening  in the 

Sovie t  co lony  o r  the Sovie t  m o t h e r l a n d .  They  have a n a t i o n a l i s m .  

But they  h a v e n ' t  g iven  up w h a t e v e r  they  had of R u s s i a n  c u l t u r e .  In a 

s e n s e  i t  h a s n ' t  b ecome  a m o d e r n  na t ion .  
Ch inese  

QUESTION: If the ~ did th is ,  i t  would be u n r e a l i s t i c .  

But i t  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  unreaLis t ic  in  Russ i a ,  was  i t ?  

DR. S E R E N e :  The R u s s i a n s  have m u c h  l e s s  to lose  than  the 

C h i n e s e .  Both  R u s s i a  and China  a r e  r u l e d  by f o r m u l a s  i nven ted  outs ide  

R u s s i a  and  China .  C o m m u n i s m ,  M a r x i s m ,  was  i nven ted  by a lone ly  

m a n  wr i t i ng  in  London.  The R u s s i a n s  d idn ' t  have m u c h  p o l i t i c a l  thought  

among  them,  but the Ch inese  did, and t hey  a r e  t h rowing  i t  away.  

QUESTION: Doctor ,  down in  Cuba a p p a r e n t l y  C a s t r o  i s  having  

a Little d i f f icu l ty .  In o r d e r  to have t h e i r  cake and ea t  i t  too, t hey  

a r e  cut t ing  off e c o n o m i c  ob l iga t ions  or  t r y i n g  to .  How do you exp la in  

t he se  ac t i ons  down t h e r e  ? 

DR. SERENO: I ' m  s u r e  what  I ' m  s ay ing  i s  conf iden t i a l .  

I don ' t  know Dr .  C a s t r o  p e r s o n a l l y ,  but  m y  i m p r e s s i o n  is  tha t  he is  an 

i m m a t u r e  p e r s o n .  I was in Cuba and m y  i m p r e s s i o n  was the s a m e .  

The s p i r i t  of the S i e r r a ,  what  t hey  ca l l  the S a c r e d  Revolut ion ,  is  s o m e -  

th ing  quite  ch i ld i sh .  A n u m b e r  of people  came  to power  m u c h  as  t hey  
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g o  to the b a r b e r ,  t ake  off the un i fo rm ,  s i t  in  the c h a i r  wi th  a t o m m y  gun 
wi th  the g i r l  hang ing  by, 

/ and  t h a t ' s  the r e v o l u t i o n .  Those  people  want  to keep a wel l  l i fe  as  long 

as possible. 

Insofar as the b~other of Castro is concerned° that's a local phen- 

omenon, in  which  the b r o t h e r  of the p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  i s  a big  sho t .  T h a t ' s  

L a t i n  A m e r i c a .  The Chie f  of Staff  of the D o m i n i c a n  ~ r m y  i s  the son of 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  The nex t  be s t  job in  a La t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r y  to be ing  

p r e s i d e n t  i s  to be h i s  b r o t h e r .  

QUESTION: Doctor° you m e n t i o n e d  in  y o u r  t a lk  tha t  one of the th ings  

tha t  we needed  to do in  t he se  c o u n t r i e s  was  to expo r t  our  own i n s t i t u t i o n s  

to t he se  c o u n t r i e s ,  and ye t  at  a l a t e r  t i m e  you i n d i c a t e d  tha t  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  

w e r e  not r e a d y  for  our  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  What  did you have in  m i n d ?  

DR. SERENO: What  I had in  mind  was  to show tham what  t h e s e  

c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e ,  to show t h e m  what  we r e a l l y  be l i eve  in  funda-  

m e n t a l l y ;  tha t  we be l i eve  in  the d ign i ty  of the ind iv idua l .  S ince  we a r e  

born ,  we a r e  e n t i t l e d  to s o m e t h i n g .  

I th ink  one of the  r e a s o n s  why t h e r e ' s  s u c h  a m e s s  in A f r i c a  i s  

tha t  one of the ways  in  which  the co lon ia l  p o w e r s  f i n a l l y  m e s s e d  i t  up 

was  by  ge t t i ng  people  to vote .  Peop l e  don ' t  know what  vo t ing  m e a n s .  

In tha t  c a s e  I th ink  t h e r e  was  a f a t a l  m i s t a k e  m a d e  t h e r e ,  by  s i m p l y  put t ing  

the c a r t  ahead  of the h o r s e .  

QUESTION: In Cuba we s e e m  to have  been  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  the out-  

going a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  In the s a m e  context ,  in the Middle  E a s t  we a r e  a l so  

i den t i f i ed  wi th  the b ig  " T "  end of th i s  s c a l e .  Wil l  you d i s c u s s  tha t  a l i t t l e ?  
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DR. S~REI~ O: In Cuba, as  f a r  as  we can  judge, we had th i s  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  C a s t r o  was out of dev i ce s  and n a t i o n a l i s m  he 

thought  was  a good dev ice .  I r e m e m b e r  tha t  one th ing  that  shocked  me  

in Cuba was  the s tup id  way in  which  th i s  came  about .  Cuba m a k e s  quite 

a b i t  of cap i t a l  f r o m  A m e r i c a n  t o u r i s t s .  Havana i s  a beau t i fu l  ci ty,  f ine  

for  t o u r i s t s .  He did a l l  the p o s s i b l e  th ings  to an tagon ize  t o u r i s t s .  Now, 

A m e r i c a n  c i t i z ens  a r e  not  i n t e r e s t e d  in Cuban p o l i t i c s .  They  want  the 

l oca l  co lo r ,  and t h e r e  i t  s tops .  
t ha t '  s 

Throughou t  La t in  A m e r i c a  bne  way they  have to so lve  t h e i r  own 

q u a r r e l s .  The d issen ,qon i s  among  Cubans .  The d i s s e n s i o n  is  not  

aga in s t  the Uni ted  S ta tes .  But the so lu t i on  is  not  to put one Cuba aga in s t  

the o t h e r .  The so lu t ion  i s  to p ick  on Uncle Sam.  

In the Middle  E a s t  you f ind a s i m i l a r  phenomenon .  The C o m m u n i s t s  

s ay  that  we a r e  a co lon ia l  power .  Are  we ? We a r e n ' t .  Only  we do 
they  had in  Russ i a ,  

not  s t and  fo r  the kind of r e v o l u t i o n / w h i c h  s o m e  people  in t hese  c o u n t r i e s  

want .  Some of these  people  a r e  only  beg inn ing  to get out  of i t .  They  a r e  

c l o s e r  to he r e  ( r igh t  end of s c a l e )  than to h e r e  ( left  end).  
e conomic  

QUESTION: In your  s i x - p o i n t ] d e f i n i t i o n  of an  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  coun-  

t ry ,  the s ix th  point ,  I be l i eve ,  was  tha t  t hey  be f o r e i g n  t r a d e  o r i e n t e d .  

I ' m  not  s u r e  I quite u n d e r s t a n d  what  i s  m e a n t  by tha t .  

DR. SERENO: It s i m p l y  zheans tha t  they  depend s u b s t a n t i a l l y  on 

f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  L e t ' s  take  any  u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y  you know. L e t ' s  

take ,  for  i n s t ance ,  a C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  coun t ry .  What  would happen to 

those  people  i f  they  had  no fo re ign  t r a d e  ? They  would keep  ea t ing  b a n a n a s  

20 



from morning to night and do nothing else. 

QUESTION: Then they wouldn't be under-developed? 

DR. SERENO: They would be over-fed but under-developed. 

QUESTION: Doctor, would you care to comment on the fact that 

the British and a number of other western powers have had almost unre- 

stricted license in many of these countries that we're talking about for 

as much as one hundred years, either through their missionaries or 

their institutions or through t.~t~~ building railroads and so forth. 

How do we e~pect to achieve something ~that they were not able to achieve 

in a hundred years in a matter of a few? 

DR. SERENO: That I don~t know. Itll tell you one thing--that 

when I lecture to my group I always tell them that there are both colonial 

officers and missionaries--colonial officers without constabulary and 

missionaries without the backing of the church. 

I would say that the British or the French have been in these colo- 

nies for a different purpose than we are going. They were not there to 

develop those countries. In fact, most of the work they did in economic 

development is dead right now, because they did not create institutions 

to make what they did viable. You can, for instance, those of you who 

are familiar with North Africa, look at wharfs happening in Morocco. 

Itts almost sickening, because the French did wonderful things. They did 

develop the country, but they did not leave any institutions. As they pull 

out, the country is becoming slowly awake. Therets no use in building 

a railroad if you don~t train people to run it. There's no use in having 
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a school develop some teachers. There's no use in setting up a plan-~ 

if the people don't know how to use it. That has happened all over. 
m a y b e  

QUESTION: It  s e e m s  t h a t ~ v e ' l l  have to  take  a few s t e p s  b a c k w a r d  

be fo re  we can go f o r w a r d .  

DR. SERENO: Yes,  b e c a u s e  when the B r i t i s h  w e r e  in  India  and 

t hey  wanted  to co l l ec t  r e n t s ,  t hey  f i r s t  f o r m e d  the r e n t  c o l l e c t o r s ,  the 

feLldal l a n d l o r d s .  We c a n ' t  do tha t .  We don ' t  have tha t  k ind of f r e e d o m  

of m o v e m e n t .  We do not  have  the power .  Nor  do we want  i t .  I th ink  

what  we need  i s  to take  a long look f o r w a r d  and th ink  in  th i s  p r o g r a m  of 

s o m e t h i n g  tha t  w i l l  l a s t  fo r  g e n e r a t i o n s  to c o m e .  

QUESTION:  Could you ju s t  develop the thought  tha t  you had i n i t i a l l y  

of the m a s s  m e d i a  o r  the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e v o l u t i o n  which  m a y  be one of the 

th ings  which  can be u s e d  to change  the c u l t u r e s  ? 

DR.  SERENO:  Th i s  i s  v e r y  s i m p l e .  If  you want  to know, how fa r  

i s  Hong Kong f r o m  Wash ing ton  ? I would s a y  " S e v e n  hundred  d o l l a r s . "  

Righ t  ? Now, people  move  e a s i e r .  P e o p l e  wi th  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  

can  go to Hong Kong. 

Th is  r e v o l u t i o n  has  b rough t  s o m e  i m a g e s  to people  who n e v e r  had 

i m a g e s  b e f o r e ,  How m a n y  cop ies  a r e  so ld  of Life  M a g a z i n e ,  wh ich  i s  

e a g e r l y  sought  a l l  ove r  Sou theas t  A s i a ?  Six m i l l i o n  cop i e s .  E a c h  copy 

i s  s e e n  by  s e v e r a l  people ,  c r e a t i n g  i m a g e s ,  i m a g e s ,  i m a g e s .  T ~ y  know 

about  the A m e r i c a n  k i t chen ,  tha t  t h e r e  i s  n o x ~ e  n e e d  to u se  c h a r c o a l .  

They  know t h e r e ' s  no use  to s ee  a t e a c h e r  when t h e y ' r e  s i c k .  And, as  

M a r g a r e t  M e a d  sa id ,  in  no cu l tu re  a m o t h e r  w i s h e s  the dea th  of a ch i ld .  
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A n d  t h e y  know t h a t  i t ' s  no t  n e c e s s a r y ,  bu t  i t ' s  n o r m a l .  

O u r  p e o p l e  go to the  m o v i e s  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p e o p l e  

w h e r e  i l l i t e r a c y  p e r v a d e s  can  w a t c h  T V  o r  h e a r  r a d i o .  T h a t  i s  the  r e v o -  

l u t i o n  of c o m m n n i c a t i o n s .  And  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  r e c e n t .  I t  s t a r t e d  

w i th  the  w a r .  I t  w a s  known  l o n g e r ,  bu t  the  r e a l  e x p l o s i o n  of c o m m u n i -  

c a t i o n s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  the  w a r .  
w a s  

Q U E S T I O N :  D o c t o r ,  y o u r  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  I t h i n k , / o n  c u l t u r e  in  

C h i n a  and  R u s s i a .  We have  h e r e  in  Ch ina ,  I t h ink ,  a long  h i s t o r i c a l  

c u l t u r e  t h a t  had  s o m e  p r e t t y  good  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  t h a t  l e d  to a ~ 
in  the  a n c i e n t  w a y .  

p r e t t y  good life~ You a l s o  h a d  the  s a m e  in  R u s s i a .  C a n  you  r e l a t e  the  

a c t i o n s  of the  C o m m u n i s t  g o v e r n m e n t  and  t h e i r  r a t h e r  v i o l e n t  a p p r o a c h  
f a k e d  

to m a n y  p r o b l e m s ,  o f t en  u n t r u t h f u l  ~ o p e r a t i o n s ,  to w h a t  i s  go ing  on 

in  t ha t  c u l t u r e ;  and  c a n  t h a t  c u l t u r e  s u r v i v e ,  o r  h a s  i t  a n y  c h a n c e  of o v e r -  

coming this ? 

DR.  S E R E N O :  T h e r e  a r e  two p o i n t s  t h a t  I would  l ike  to m a k e .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  the  C o m m u n i s t s  n e v e r  fake  and  n e v e r  s a y  l i e s .  The  C o m m u n -  

i s t s  a c t  out  t h e i r  b e i n g  C o m m u n ~ ' ~ .  

i s t s  d o n ' t  f ake .  T h e y  d o n ' t  s a y  l i e s .  

to be  a C o m m u n i s t ,  you have  to l i e .  

mind. 

I d o n ' t  know i f  I ' m  c l e a r .  C o m m u n -  

T h e y ' r e  C o m m u n i s t s .  I f  you w a n t  

But  i t ' s  no t  a l i e  in  the  C o m m u n i s t  

Second ,  R u s s i a ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  fo r  w o r s e ,  i s  s t i l l  p a r t  of E u r o p e .  

W h a t  s u r v i v e s  of R u s s i a n  c u l t u r e  c o m e s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  c h a n n e l s .  T h e y  

have  r e a l l y  a s t r a n g e  n o t i o n  of c u l t u r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  i s  V i c t o r i a n ,  
w o m a n  

b o u r g e o i s .  The  m a i n  o c c u p a t i o n  of the  R u s s i a n  ~ i s  to s h o w  t h a t  
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she's managed to have something that she's lost the use of, 

the house kn~ee. In China it's different. 
which have been torn down. In 

# Russia there wasn't anything comparable. 

namely, 
imposing buildings 

In China itVs ~ r = ~ x ~  

QUESTION: P r e m i e r  Taure ,  f r om Uganda, who has  been  over  h e r e  

r e c e n t l y ,  m a d e  a s t a t e m e n t  to the e f fec t  that  juven i l e  de l inquency  was 

the g r e a t e s t  shock in the w e s t e r n  wor ld ,  the f r ee  wor ld ;  that  he d idnl t  

r e a l i z e  the re  was  such  a h igh  r a t e  of i nc idence ;  that  they  didntt  have i t  

in  Uganda.  Is t he re  any  p a r a l l e l  be tween  juven i l e  de l inquency  ~Wi deve l -  

ope~. c o u n t r i e s  ? 

DR. SERENO: Yes .  Deve lopmen t  b r i n g s  about  juven i l e  de l inquency .  
progress, 

When Uganda gets on the way to ~ they will have juvenile 

de l inquency  too. Why?  

F a m i l i e s  w i l l  be at work .  

children. There will be greater freedom for the children to hang around 

the streets. 

Again, it is a reduction of the old pattern of respect for authority. 

We all know this anyhow. My children dontt look at me with the same awe 

with which I looked at my father. But there isn't much that we can do 

about it. Nor can the people in Uganda do anything about it either. 

When the moment comes, they'll have it. 

QUESTION: Doctor, you put America, as I understand, somewhere 

just to the left of the A. Would you care to comment on what we can do 

to move this farther to the right? 

DR. SERENO:. Keep on doing what wetre doing. Therets some= 
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t h ing  wrong  wi th  a big  ope ra t i on .  In fact ,  I tm m u c h  e n a m o r e d  of itp 

of tha t  th ing  which  in  M r .  K h r u s h c h e v t s  w o r d s  when he m e t  wi th  Vice 

P r e s i d e n t  Nixon.  T h e r e  t hey  we re ,  two f a r m e r s ,  two work ing  people ,  

who had grown up to power .  M r .  E i s e n h o w e r ~ s  f a t h e r  was  a l s o  a f a r m e r .  

T h e y t r e  v e r y  c lo se  to u s .  I dontt  th ink  thereVs any th ing  to f e a r  t h e r e .  

What  weVre doing i s  su f f i c i en t  for  the t ime  be ing .  
s o m e  tir~_~e back  

QUESTION: S i r J  M r .  Wi lson ,  when he was  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense ,  

made  a s t a t e m e n t  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  "Wha t t s  good for  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  i s  

good for  the ~ c o u n t r y . "  Would you app ly  tha t  to the world° tha t  

wha t t s  good for  the Uni t ed  S ta tes  i s  good for  the w o r l d ?  

DR.  S:~RENO: No. I t r i e d  m y s e l f  to s a y  tha t .  I s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  
humani ty ,  

s o m e  th ings  which  we hold d e a r  which  we m u s t  a s s u m e  a r e  good for  

not  b e c a u s e  theyVre good for  the Uni ted  S t a t e s .  T h e y  m a y  not  be 

good for  the Uni ted  S t a t e s .  But t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  th ings  which  we hold  d e a r .  

QUESTION: I a g r e e  wi th  you, b u t - -  

DR.  SERENO:  Some th ings  a r e  t r u e .  One of t hem i s  tha t  ind iv -  

ua l  l i fe  has  d ign i ty  and wor th .  The R u s s i a n s  don~t th ink so .  They  th ink  

the c o m m u n i t y  i s  b i g g e r  than the man .  We dontt  be l i eve  tha t .  T h e r e  we 

p a r t  w a y s .  It  i s  not b e c a u s e  i t  i s  good for  us .  It  i s  b e c a u s e  it  i s  so .  

I dontt  s a y  tha t  we shou ld  go a b r o a d  and s ay :  ~tEmploy our  s y s t e m  

and you wi l l  be r i c h  and wel l  f e d . "  C e r t a i n l y  not.  I dontt  say ,  " U s e  

our  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  C e r t a i n l y  not .  But the one th ing we be l i eve  

in  i s  tha t  once you a r e  born ,  you a r e  e n t i t l e d  to you r  l i fe  a t  l e a s t ,  and 
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to be a f r ee  p e r s o n .  Tha t  I do b e l i e v e .  

QUESTION: Doc tor ,  I ' m  w o n d e r i n g  i f  I ' m  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  wi th  you 

wi th  r e s p e c t  to tha t  l a s t  ques t ion ,  ~ so I ' d  l ike  to claYify some th ing ,  

for  m y  own benef i t .  I ' m  s u r e  you know what  y o u ' r e  t a lk ing  about .  

Am I c o r r e c t  tha t  you a r e  advoca t ing  tha t  in  o r d e r  to ge t  our  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

a c r o s s  to o the r  people ,  we shou ld  get  to the r i c e  r o o t s ,  the g r a s s  r oo t s ,  

and u n d e r  the s and  r o o t s  ? 

DR. SERENO: No. T h a t ' s  a he l l  of a way  to do i t .  T h e r e  a r e  

m o r e  c o m p l a i n t s  about  that  ~.han any th ing  e l s e .  What  I ' m  advoca t ing  

i s  not to d e s t r o y  t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  What  we a r e  doing i s  bound to cause  

ev i l .  " " ~ ~  L e t ' s  keep  the ev i l  a t  the m i n i m u m  and 

the good at  the m a x i m u m .  

Does  that  a n s w e r  your  q u e s t i o n ?  

QUESTION: No, I ' m  a f r a i d  not,  b e c a u s e  for  five y e a r s  I ' ve  been  

t r y i n g  to cut the  g r a s s  and i t  keeps  coming  back  up aga in .  

DR.  SERENO: I don ' t  cut  any  g r a s s  p e r s o n a l l y .  I ' m  not  a g r a s s  

c u t t e r .  Not in  condi t ion .  

e conomic  
We have to in f luence  t hem into  u n d e r t a k i n g  ~ deve lopmen t .  

In doing tha t  t h e y ' r e  going to have p r o b l e m s  tha t  wi l l  come  up, a l l  v e r y  
We 

s i n i s t e r  in  n a t u r e .  ~ have  to take  t hem into  accoun t  and cope wi th  
and 

them ~ not  to lo se  s i g h t  of our  g o a l s .  

Where  a r e  the g r a s s  r o o t s ?  I don ' t  be l i eve  w e ' l l  come to that .  

I don ' t  be l i eve  tha t .  Those  of you who r e a d  the book " T h e  Ugly  A m e r -  

i c a n "  m a y  s h a r e  With me  the opinion tha t  the  u g l y  A m e r i c a n  i s  a m u c h  
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m o r e  s i c k e n i n g  a n i m a l  than  the  n a s t y  A m e r i c a n ,  
h a n d  in  g love  

g o e s  to w o r k ~ i t h  a T h a i  p e r s o n  i s  w a s t i n g  h i s  t i m e .  

STUDENT: I'm not sure. 

b e c a u s e  a m a n  who 

Is t ha t  r i g h t ?  

p e a s a n t  
DR.  SERENO:  The  m o s t  we can  do i s  to c h a n g e  one  T h a i  l x e ~ .  

s e d u c e ,  i f  we can,  t h e i r  
The  b e s t  t h i n g  we can  do i s  to t r y  to ~ type  of a g r i c u l t u r e .  

QUESTION:  M a y  I e x t e n d  m y  q u e s t i o n  s o m e w h a t  f u r t h e r .  How 

do you a c c o u n t  f o r  so  m a n y  of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  i d e n t i f y i n g  us  w i t h  the  

f o r m e r  r e g i m e  as  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  w h a t  we a r e  do ing  fo r  t h e m  as  

d e s i g n e d  fo r  the  w e l f a r e  of  the  m a s s e s  of the  p e o p l e  ? 

DR.  SERENO:  We a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  r e g i m e s  b e c a u s e  we w o r k  

t h r o u g h  r e g i m e s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  way .  T h a t ' s  an o ld  p r o b l e m .  I ' v e  

s e e n  tha t  so  m a n y  t i m e s .  Why do we k e e p  a b u n c h  of s c o u n d r e l s  in  

p o w e r ?  We d o n ' t  k e e p  t h e m  in  p o w e r .  We do wha t  we can  fo r  the  m a s s e s .  

The  on ly  way  to  do i t  i s  t h r o u g h  c h a n n e l s .  T h e y  s l o w  ou r  work ,  t h e y  

t r y  to i m p e d e  it,  t h e y ' r e  no t  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  and  y e t  we do i t ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e ' s  no  o t h e r  way .  

DR.  C L E M :  M a y  I a s k  you a q u e s t i o n  h e r e  ? 

DR. SERENO: Yes. 

DR. CT ~M: You just mentioned "The Ugly American." A lot 

of people, I think, haven't quite gotten the gist of that "Ugly American." 

M a y b e  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  r e a d  i t .  The  m a n  who was  the  h e r o  in  

the  s t o r y  of the  U g l y  A m e r i c a n  w a s  the  e n g i n e e r  who had  d i r t y  f i n g e r -  

n a i l s  and  so  on and  w e n t  out  and  w o r k e d  r i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  of  a Tha i  p e a s -  

ant ,  a s  I r e m e m b e r .  Did  I u n d e r s t a n d  you to  m e a n  tha t  i t  i s  a m i s t a k e  
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to do this sort of thing? 

DR. SERENO: He was a do-gooder. 

himself off as a Thai peasant for a number of months. 

for the agriculture. 

QUESTION: Doctor, 

He did nothing but to pass 

He did nothing 

m y  i m p r e s s i o n  of the  TV show l a s t  n ight  

was  tha t  a l though  the Indian  people  w e r e  t r y i n g  to do s o m e t h i n g  about  

th i s ,  t h e y  w e r e  able  to ta lk  among  t h e m s e l v e s ,  the l e a d e r s ,  about  i t ,  

t hey  w e r e n ' t  ab le  to get  i t  a c r o s s  to the  people .  My  i m p r e s s i o n  was  tha t  

noth ing  t hey  could do could be done in  t ime  to a v e r t  d i s a s t e r .  The popu- 

l a t ion  wi l l  go f r o m  400 m i l l i o n  to 800 m i l l i o n  in  no t i m e .  

DR.  SERENO: Well ,  I don ' t  know. We a r e  deba t ing  tha t  in  our  

s choo l  be tween  the o p t i m i s t s  and the p e s s i m i s t s .  The  p e s s i m i s t s  be l i eve  

in  the exp los ion .  The o p t i m i s t s  be l i eve  in  two t h ings .  One i s  t ha t  t h i s  

wi l l  t a p e r  off. The o the r  i s  tha t  t hey  w i l l  ge t  a b e t t e r  s t a n d a r d  of l iv ing  

than the p r e s e n t  popu la t ion  have .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  we have m a n y  m o r e  s o u r c e s  of food than  we r e a l i z e ,  

which  have been  un tapped  so f a r  and which  India  could  use ,  l ike ,  for  

i n s t a n c e ,  food grown in s e a w a t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  lo t s  of th ings  tha t  could 

be used. 

The trouble in India is the color of the skin and the social structure. 
head 

TheA c a n ' t  c o m m u n i c a t e  wi th  the m e n  a t  the bo t tom.  I t ' s  m u c h  e a s i e r  

for  a Hindu l e a d e r  to c o m m u n i c a t e  wi th  an  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t  than  

wi th  a n o t h e r  Ind ian .  

QUESTION: I go back  to y o u r  50 or  60 y e a r  e s t i m a t e .  It  s e e m s  to 
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t ha t  tha t  w i l l  be the a n s w e r  in India .  

fac ing  s t a r v a t i o n ,  won ' t  i t ?  

DR.  SERENO: No. I don ' t  th ink  so .  

k ind  of food, 

to s t a r v e ,  

a t r a g i c  one,  

DR.  C ~ ,F,M: 

But be fo re  tha t  t i m e  India  wi l l  be 

I th ink  t h e y  m a y  f ind s o m e  

such  as  in the s e a s .  I don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  for  t hem 

I t ' s  a p r o b l e m ,  but  I don ' t  th ink  the so lu t ion  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

D r .  Se reno ,  you did a p r e t t y  good job in t u r n i n g  

down m y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  th i s  m o r n i n g - - t h a t  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  s u c h  th ings  as  

u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d  l ands ;  and, two, we!~re not r e a l l y  out to c a p t u r e  the 

l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  by  r evo lu t i on .  Thank  you v e r y  m u c h  for  

coming  and t a lk ing  to us .  
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