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political
DR, CLEM: Gentlemen, an imperative ffact of our times is the

upsurge of nationalism among peoples of comparatively under-developed
lands~-~-a nationaliam coupled with an insistent demand for economic
and social betterment, 'To capture the leadership of this revolution of
riging expectations has become a major objective of opposing camps in
the current co-ld war between East and West,

This morning we take a look at the backgrounds of these peoples
as they relate to the problems confronting them in their attempts to realize
their hopes and aspirations., Our subject is ""Cultural Factors in the
Economic Development of the Under-develc:perd Countries,"” Our speaker
is Dr, Renzo Sereno, of the School of Advanced Internatioﬁal Studies,
Johns Hopkins University, |

I might observe that as a member of that faculty, Dr, Sereno's
chief job is to aid in the training of ICA personnel destined for overseas
duties,

Dr, Sereno, it is a pleasure to welcome you here this morning
and to introduce you to the students and faculty of the Industrial College
of the Armed Forces,

DR, SERENO: Thank you, Before I start I'd like to tell you how
happy I am to be here. I have a question to ask you, Let me know when

I talk too fast and whether I'm audible. Should I be obscure, please let




me know, Let us establish at once valid communication.

The theme on which I'm going to talk is fairly simple and yet
enormously complex, We always hear about economic development,
What is economic development? You mention it in two ways--the com-
plex of activities which brings ;bout an increasing per capita income,
or the complex of activities which brings about an increasing per capita
output,

Now, the progress of economic development is almost endemic
in the western world, That i3, when we say '"West" we mention ipso_
facto economic development, England, as you lmoﬁv, was the leader
in the field; and the other states--Germany, France, and northern Italy--~

together with
followed suit, amsbdetex the Scandinavian countries, The Netherlands,
and Belgium. The rest of the world, except for Japan and a few islands
here and there, lagged behind, More recently a degperate effort was made
by Russia to bring about economic development--in this case nothing
less than a revolution,

But when one talks about economic E&m, one has to start
sometime to talk about what are the cultural elements that go in with
economic development, Let's start by asking, What is an under-developed
area? Obviously it is an area in which the per capita income and the per
capité output are not equal either to the demand or to the wishes or the
potentialities of the people involved,

Now, there are under-developed areas all over the world, For in-
stance, in the United States we can think of Mississippi as an area that
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is less developed than Southern California, or upper New York State,

You can think of southern Illinois as being less developed than northern

HNlinois or the region around Chicago., Then we can think of countries

ﬁvhere this area is larger, We can think of Brazil, where the area

around Sao Paulo is developed and the area in the rest of the country is
the center follows suit,

not. We can think of Italy, where the north is developed/nd the south

is not. We can think of Spain, where there are two tiny islands of devel-

opment--in the Basque country and near Barcelona-- and the rest of the

country is under-developed.

But there is a demand for development, a demand brought about,

I think, by a number of causes, of which the most important has been the
revolution in communications, because countries and people which or who
until a few years ago were sheltered, protected for those people from
outside influences and interferences have suddenly faced themselves with
the awareness that there was a better world and a better way to live,

This is what is generally known as RRE--the revolution of riging expec-
tations,

In this process of discussing these rising expectations and under-
developed areas, we must reflect for a moment on what is an under-devel-
oped area, The names for the areas have been changed, Now they are
called, with a sense of respect for the governments involved, the newly
developing areas. And I found that, strangely enough, it is a good term,
We found a case in which the press agency, which goes hat and glove with
our effort, found itself right, There are many countries which were not
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under-developed left to themselves or in a give-or-take status, but which
suddenly found themselves under-developed because of the press of communi-
cations, of the wyixmx variety of the images which are brought to bear on
them because of the enormous stream of demand created by the awareness
of the possibility of a better life,
? on economic development

Now, two authors, Mayer and Baldwin, in a book/which I took at

random, give this definition of economic areas: (going to blackboard)

iy
One is producing only primary commgdities (writing "'primary producing").

under-
Two is (writing "faces population pressure.") Three, it has .fdeveloped
natural :

[ resources (writing that on board). Fourth, it has an economically
backward population,  Fifth, it is capital deficient, Sixth, it is foreign
trade oriented.

those notes,

I hope you call all read] because, having stated those six points,
you should forget about them. This is an economic definition which we
will ignore, Economic institutions do not live in a vacuum, They are
part of other institutions. They are part of what we call cuiture.

Now, I understand that you have had the pleasure of hearing Margaret
Mead on culture, so I feel very shy about mentioning it myself. Butl
rather think I will have to, against my better judgment,

What is culture in which all these things are alive? What is it?
I feel like asking a question, Culture can be defined, I understang in
1700 ways, none of them sufficient,

?

Sir Edward Feiner defined culture as "the material and nonmaterial

achievements of men living in a social relationship," A gimpler definition
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' That is, we

is the one usually accepted and it's "learned behavior,'
all are born with some given appetites, with some given needs, with

some given wants, but we learn to cater to them in a social way. We
share our behavior with others, We all are born with a need for food,

but no man goes out and seeks his food and eats it all by himself the way

a dog does with a bone,

"Natural man" is a figment of philosophical imagination, Men are
nowhere, even in infancy, without the constraint or guidance of social
rules. No society anywhere satisfies the hunger of it8 members accord-
ing only to individual psychological verdicts and to the raw material
available. That is, no matter where people go to dinner, no matter
how primitive the culture, people will get together for a feast, No
matter how primitive the culture, people will get together and gather
their food together and eat it at a given point, at a given moment, with
a given set of rules.

Now, some people think some things clean and some things dirty,
There's no reason for that, Some people think some things are edible
and some things are not edible, There's no reason for that, For instance
in Southeast Asia a number of culiures eat dogs. Now, if I brought you
to my home and offered you a nice stew and then revealed to you that
what you had been eating had been a dachshund only two hours before,
you would come to two conclusions, One is that I have a peculiar sense
of humor, and the other is that you want to vomit, In other words, the
change of pattern from one culture to another may even bring profound
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physiological changes,

Now, then, is it possible that these patterns of behavior are to be
related to the six points just mentioned over there? There are at least
two points that I would like to enlarge on for a mon-aent. Those are
points 3 and 4, When we say that a country hal:sn?;g;veloped natural
resources, what do we say? Wealth is something which makes no sense,
because natural resources &on't exist, What we call natural resources
are a human invention, . “fhe old Persia established a noteworthy
culture on an cil-rich land without bothering about oil, Qil has a value
today only because a number of skilful people in Western Europe and the
United States invented the combustion engine,

The same is true throughout history, The formation of some precise

technological
/ demand creates a natural resource. For instance, the herting has been

in seawater longer than man has been on earth, but it was only when a
Dutchman invented a way of salting the herring that the herring became
capital, became really a natural resource, Water hag been on the earth
for thousands of years, It was only when you could harness it and make
of it an electric current fhat water becomes a natural resource,

Now, when we say '

under- _ .
country with . K-.developed natural resources,'' we also say another thing--

that it has not developed any formula which gives value to the resources

?
it has, lLet us say that someone is defining what is the curse of Oklahoma,

Red clay, But it may be good for the basing of some kind of ceramics.

From that moment on the red clay of Oklahoma becomes a natural resource.
6




In other words, human ingenuity, that is, culture is what determines

the nature of a natural resource. Today it is the value for western culture
which determines the value of natural resources all over the world, When
we hear that the Congo Basin is rich--rich in what? It's rich in rubber
for western tires. It's rich in metals for western cars and western indus-
try. It's rich in some oil. Ii's rich in aluminum. All of these are things
for which the Congolese have no use whatsoever, Or if they have a use,
it's because they have learned it from others, They didn't invent it,
Le’s go to the fourth point--an economically backward population.,
What is an economically backwarjd population? It's a population which
hasgn't found its bearings. |
Now, the idea that a population is economically backward because
they have other values is very widespread. I don't seem to believe init.
It was true, but is no longer irue, Two hundred years ago the Hindus

were not backward people, Why? Because their religion, their philo-
sophy, their system of governmeht were sufficient to their needs. They
weren't very strong, but they were very happy, so that a few mﬁscular
Englishmen could run ashore and take over this country, But by and large

they functioned,
Now they don't, Now they're poor. And they're poor to the point,

I would say, of indecency. 1 can see why Mr, Nehru is concerned with

the pride of his people, They do need to develop, They can't keep on

living that way, And in order to do that they must break through this

pattern of cultural behavior, They must learn to do things to which they

have not been accustomed. They must learn to earn a living in ways to

which they have not been used. They must abandon ways of life which

are dear to them but which are obviously unsuited
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to a modern country, And this is the problem which they are facing.

That is what an economically backward population means--people
tilling the soil with one cow or with womanpower behind the plow. They
make rather a limited sustenance out of farming and ignore industry,

In other words, it.. is not modern,

Now, we cannot countenance this sort of thing to exist, It's impos-
sible for us to witness it with closed eyes, not only, as Dr, Clem was
saying, because of the -tug of war between East and West, but also because
it is rather a problem to us to think of people living like this. One, they
know they live like this, because now they've learned it, And they want

silly things,

things, simple things,/but they want them too. They want parent-teacher
assoclations, They want the schools so they can have parent-tescher

In Latin America they think
associations, / t'hey love earth-moving machinery, becaugel/it can clear
the jungle. It doesn't, but they love it just the same, And, in fact,
they want so many things and so fast that they're not quite clear about
what they want,

One thing that they need most, in my mind, that is paramount, I
think, im our work &f helping these people to rise and shine is to teach
them skills, because clearly what is an under-developed area? What!s

It's very fundamental,
wrong with it? /It's an area which lacks skill enough not to be a backward
area, to be a frontier, If they had those skills, they wouldn't be backward,

Another one is "faces population pressure." For instance, in India

they have waves of famine and
/ people starve, but their religious convictions are so strong that they do
not kill the holy cows, That could avoid a famine, Thgt could give India

a nice leather industry, Nothing doing, The same way in the Moslem
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‘ uneconomic
world, They raise/sheep for meat and for wool, when actually they

French Somaliland

could raise pigs for bristle and for meat., What happens? In Swxariex
the Arab population eats fish., In other words, they want fish, because
fish is abundant. The Somalis don't like fish, They starve,

I remember once I was doing a study in northern Corsica, which
is a rather poor country; and I found that most of the fishermen had one
thing in common. They didn't‘knOthow to fish, I don't know how to fish
eitherk,:’;1 ;‘mhing isn't important to me, But for a fisherman it's quite
important,

In other words, this demand for skills, this lack of skills, is one
which is all-present in those areas,

Another thing which those areas lack is more specific gkill than
the one they have, For instance, Portugal is culturally as advanced as
any, but economically they are backward, n;ttlltlsjécause of these six reas-
ons, but because the skills which they need they do not pursue,

I'll give you an example .‘ Turkey is a good example of another
one. There's no reason for those countries to be under-developed, but
they are, Because of these six reasons? No. Because of one only,
namely, the fact that they do not apply théir mind to the solution of their
problems.,

There we find that the patierns of culture take a deeper, a more
embracing, aspect, For instance, one of the reasons why India is so
full of problems is because people do not like jobs, All they want is

civil service or the office of a lawyer, Since the British introduced
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Englisgh justice into India, the families are so prone to litigation that
there is always some work for a lawyer, and there's hope for a job in
the civil service,

Now, the Indians need civil service. The Indian civil service is
what carries thé country on for the time being., But it needs much more,
It needs a larger number of engineers, of merchants, and of bankers,

But do the Indians go in for engineering or for banking? No, sir.

Why? Because they're not respectable trades, So thé trading is carried
out by the Ma:iwharis. mgﬁiigult ?C?f ha:vilggi gg'onlogﬁgelg }:ll?avten?mvzsgomy
much it is held in contempt,

The other element missing is the entrepreneurship--the willing-
ness to take chances, the willingness to start things booming, This is
missing, In India and in Latin America that is the most important stumbling
block-~the fact that people want to have secure positions, but are unwilling
to take chances; they are unwilling to make a living by any other means
but those that were pursued by their ancestors,

I'd like now to make another point. Societies are of two types
or ten thousand types, if you want to go to extremes. (going to black-

board and writing 'Treceameaa-- A")

I have two points here. One is tradition and the other is achieve-
the society
ment, Tradition is/where things happen because they have happened
before, and where a man's status in society is determined by his birth,
Achievement is the society where special achievement determines the
status of the person, You could call it the status society versus the

contractual society.,
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Now, no society is completely traditional, No society, except
Soviet society, is
perhaps for the sxwdoeceacieiies, 2re completely achievement, Our
a point near right end

society would be somewhere in here (indicating Exifxwayxireiwesx). That
is because achievement is a major portion of our status, but our birth
also determines it to some extent, China would be somewhere around
(indicating left end of line) and India would be somewhere around here
(indicating left end of line), There, birth is what determines it,

How can we get out of that? How can we have a modern society if
we are a traditional society? It's up to us to enter those lands and pre-
sent them not with a greater per capita income, not with a greater gross
national product, but to present them with institutions,

This is not a simple chore, for a number of reasons, First of all,

naturally
because these people/want to think they are what a psychologist would call
ambivalent, They want one thing and they want the opposite. Or, to put
it more simply, they want to eat their cake and have it too, They want a
traditional society and economic development. They can't have both,
So it's up to us to bring these people the values we have achieved in as
subtle possible a manner as we can hope, keeping in mind that these
problems are all intermeshed with politics, politics on our side, Why
are we interested in seeking the leadership of the under-developed world?
I feel like asking a question, Why are we here?

western

Surely I refuse to believe that it's because of the whibe and Soviet

worlds, I don't believe that is so, I think it goes beyond that, I think

it's because we have seen in America a number of things occur with which
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we can be more or less well pleased, Among them is the almost com-

a contractual society,
piete achievement or finishing of the achievement society, /a high standard

-~] won't enter into a discussion of our institutions, but

of justice, and the desires of a society which is based on the respect for
individual wxkxanx worth and individual dignity.

Now, as to the population pressure in In dia--some of you may
have seen it--there's something human about life in some countries,
and we cannot stand by idie when that cecurs., A birth control program

one remedy or

may bela slow down in the public health program or other cruel devices,
but there's something more, That's not’complete. Sufficient offers of
institutions to establish a viable economy, keeping in mind that wefre
not interested in increasing the capital output of thé people for the single
reason that we believe in increasing the capital output, but because we
believe that it is but a means to an end and the end is still the value of
the individual and the worth of the individual, as we see, because the
Russians, for instance, can very well do what they're doing, They're
very good at increasing the gross national inc;)me and the gross national
output. Do we want that? No. Awd why not? Because in the process
they have forgotten the va;.lue of mah. That i-s something you do not
want to forget.

And we want those resources to take place in harmony with a number

We don't want violence,
of things. / We don't want revolutions even though what we're doing is
the most revolutionary event that has struck humanity., But we don't

want violence, We think that this program will grow maybe brought

about slowly and nothing happens fast, by teaching these people the skills
12




to handle these tools. And this is a novelty in history,

I like to think of this as a program in which we are engaged in
modifying other cultures without destroylng them, There is some simi-
larity to the Roman Empire. A French writer wrote a book called
"The Era of the Last Caesars.” I think of the last Caesars as being
the Presidents of the United States, who behaved like the first Caesars
of the * 1 Roman Empire, by the giving of institutions for the whole
world, Andin thiiscxl/?fgoif war the most important thing is to give these
ingtitutions freely and have them accepted freely, not to impose them.
Otherwise we run into what the Russians will run into--into a set condi-
tion of cultural patterns which will oppose them, And we would witness
again and again what we are witnessing in China, the world's oldest
culture, which gladly or most glibly throws away its history, its own
ethics, only to grasp or to hope to grasp economic development. That is

that basically is
not what we want, And why not? Because WX BANSFACRPE unrealistic,
We always must try to work out.slowly and with care modifications of
patterns of behavior, importation of skills, changes in habits, without
destroying the essentials of a culture,

It isn't simple, because, as I said before, most people want every-
thing, and they don't know what they want. But there are some things
that we must give them. Most of them want very badly . .. reassurance.
We in the United States must think what a task it is to be Prime Minister
of India, because there is one thing we know that even strikers in the

‘ meals,
United States don't miss their X, The Prime Minister of India knows
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that each a number of people will fall dead which couid have been alive.
A number of them are born who are doomed from the cradle to be born
almost in serfdom. And that happens all over the world, The same
happens in almost every country in Latin America, The same happens
in most countries of East Asia, The same happens in Africa,

I think we're not fighting for the leadership.

Are we doing anything to help this process along? / We have these
things., And we must keep this presently in our head, .because there is
one sphere where the Russians cannot meet us, partly in the sphere of
politics. Their economics are of a sounder brand, Our politics are a
better brand, because we've got to take into account many more factors

of human behavior exztie:Rusniaxatvgaxt than the Russians do,

My own view is that in this process we are going very much like
children learning to walk, And here's why: because ::l:;:m children
learning to walk, But we're learning fast., The problems we face are
nothing less than tradition, because how long does it take to change a man?
Many years, How long does it take to change a whole generation? Many
more years, You may have to change your product first. I remember
someone addressed my group and I told him that I believe in economic
progress provided we're given half a century at least of time, And he
said, "I'll make it sixty years--the space of two generations."

But Margaret Mead says, "What are generations?" Thére's no such
thing as a generation, It's just an invention. People a;'é born every day
and every second. So what is it where one generation begins and the other
ends ?
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Actually, our task is to go in slowly, step by step, to all the people
in a given area and teach them new things, Teach them, We should be,
above all, teachers, These people must learn. We have lessons to teach
them, step by step, what is the road they have to travel,

They don't want to learn, They want and they don't want, You know.
They ask for help and they don't want help., They don't want the kind of
help we're giving them, They want some other kind of help. They usually
want what are known as monuments. They like things that are very impres-
sive, They like dams and steel mills-~things like that, Those are the
things they want, not because they need them, but because they are symbols
of status, symbpls of national achievement, These are all parts of this
process of integration which we achieved almost a century ormore ago
and which these people are hHeginning to achieve now. In other words,
we are constantly faced with this problem of these disparities, these dif-
ferences, between what we want to do and what those people want to do,

Now, these differences are so many we cannot count them. I give
myself a course for twenty- weeks in them, But “;hen we enter another
culture, we not only see variations in eating habits or in toilet training;
we see variations in official relationships, in the values of families, in
the way we use time, the way we use distances, These are all obstacles
in our way.

Let's think about something as simple as the family, In other cul-
tures, the family is of the essence of life, All over Africa, for instance,

our biggest problem is the breakdown of the traditional African family,
15




Who belongs to the African family? Everybody. The family is everything,
because how many generations liver under one roof? All the generations
that are available, usually three or four, And evefybody is interlested

in the family, Every family owns the land, Every family works the land,
Every family prqvides ledsure, With that there's no sense to go out and
work for someone else, because whatever you earn goes to the family,

So the incentive is small, The family takes care of you. So you stay

that way.

What happens when you break down that system, such as in South
Africa? Tragic consequences, I see that time is going on and I can men-
tion oniy one example in a hurry, We see above all they are approaching
a breakdown in B?elise and the birth of a social phenomenon known as
"ANOMIE" (writing that word on blackboard), This is the term that the
French sociologist Bu:kheim invented for the feeling of loss that a man
has when he bas lost his beliefs, That is, we need rules to behave, We
must know how to behave, The moment comes for the successive waves
of information or communication, the simple contemplation of our objects,
but we no longer believe in what we give. In that case in the western
world the end is suicide,

In Africa or in Asia it's not yet that end, but welre getting to that.

It has got to the status of extreme uncomfortableness, because people no
ionger believe in Mother India but cannot believe in a modern India, And
there we must step in and lead these people toward salvation,

Salvation, as I said, is not simply to be reckoned in terms of economic
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development, Economic development is a means, is a tool, The Russians,
the Marxians, believe that it is the origin of every‘thil}g. We don't, or

we shouldn't, But we are faced with the problem thastll]:vceeare not to com-
pete with the Russians or refuse to believe we are competing with Russia,
since we aren't, the problem is to give human life new values, to trade,

as Margaret Mead says, new life for old, because people no longer want
the old life, They're not ready for the new one, And there is where we
step in and we give them a hand,

The job is not simple, because these people are not ready for econ-
omic institutions. And we have to bear with them the fact that most of
them will need a military government for many years. Why? Because
the military establishment represents the only western aSpec;t of the cul-
ture, Those of you who are going to Latin America will find that out,

The only groups that have any organization are the military., It
isn't the solution we like, but it's something we have to expect, It is,
to my mind, the most important organization in the world, We find a
breakdown of families, for instance, such as in Japan--juvenile delin-
quency, slums, Most of you, I understand, will go to Western Burope
and to Latin America. In Western Eﬁropé you'll find an Air Corps, a
very strong Air Corps, of the United States, where the forebears of
Americans are very busy becoming Americanized themselves.

In Latin America we find really what an under-developed area
can be. They are starved and yet eager to fight, demanding and yet

denying, full of contradictions, full of poverty, full of prejudices, full
17




of voice, And there is where our program becomes important, because

we are really helping these people to make the step, And I'm sure that we're

in the right direction. 1 thank you.

DR, CLEM: Dr., Sereno is ready for your questions.
QUESTION: Doctor, my question has to do with your point of
modifying cultures without destroying them and your poing that the Chinese .-
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are throwing away their cultural history, I wonder if you would talk
about that same problem with the Russians, Did they do this when they
had their Russian revolution? Or how did they do it?

DR, SERENQ: They d—id at first. Theu glgiyrzi%i?:ei&r:}eﬁsse;&f ealistic,
know, the Russians refer to anything that happexied as happening in the
Soviet colony or the Soviet motherland, They have a nationalism,

But they haven't given up whatever they'had of Russian culture, Ina
sensge it hasn!t become a modern nation,
Chinese

QUESTION: If the Sxamaxonbetn did this, it would be unrealistic,
But it wasn't really unrealisgtic in Russia, was it? |

DR. SEREN{(* The Russians have much le'ss to lose than the
Chinese. Both Russia and China are ruled by formulas invented outside
Russia and China, Communism, Marxism, was invented by a lonely
man writing in London, The Russians didn't have much political thought
among them, but the Chinese did, and they are throwing it away.

QUESTION: Doctor, down in Cuba é.pparently Castro is having
a little difficulty. In order to have their cake and eat it too, they
are cutting off economic obligations or trying to., How do you explain
these actions down there? |

DR. SERENO: 1'1;1 sure what I'm saying is confidential,

I don't know Dr, Castro personally, bﬁt my ifnpression is that he is an
immature person, I was in Cuba and my impression was the same,
The spirit of the Sierra, what they call the Sacred Revolution, is some-

thing quite childish, A number of people came to power much as they
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‘g0 to the barber, take off the uniform, 8it in the chair with a tommy gun

with the girl hanging by,
/ and that's the revolution, Those people want to keep a well life as long
as possible, |

Insofar as the baother of Castro is concerned, thaé's a local phen-
omenoﬁ, in which the brother of the prime minister is a big shot, That's
Latin America, The Chief of Staff of the Dominican army is the son of
the President, The next best job in a Latin American country to being
president is to be his brother.

QUESTION: Doctor, you mentioned in your talk that one of the things
that we needed to do in these countri‘es wag to export our owﬁ institutions
to these countries, and yet at a later time you indicated that these countries
were not ready for our democratic institutions, What did you have in mind?

DR. SERENO: What I had in mind was to show them what these »
cultural institutions are, to show them what we really believe in funda-
mentally; that we believe in the dignity of the individual, Since we are
born, we are entitled to something,

I think one of the reasons why there's such a mess in Africa is
that one of the ways in which the colonial powers finally messed it up
was by getting people to vote, People don't know what voting means.
In that case I think there was a fatal mista];e made there, by simply putting
the cart ahead of the horse.

QUESTION: In Cuba we seem to have been identified with the out-
going administration, In the same context, in the Middle East we are also

identified with the big "T" end of this scale. Will you discuss that a little ?
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DR. SERENQ: In Cuba, as far as we can judge, we had this
identification because Castro was out of devices and nationalism he
thought was a good device. I remember that one thing that shocked me
in Cuba was the stupid way in which this came.about. Cuba makes quite
a bit of capital from American tourists., Havana is a beautiful city, fing
for tourists, He did all the possible things to antagonize tourists, Now,
American citizens are not interested in Cuban politics, They want the
local color, and there it stops.

. that's

Throughout Latin America bne way they have to solve their own
quarrels, The dissenSion is among Cubans, The dissension is not
against the United Statés. But the solution is not to put one Cuba against
the other, The solution is to pick on Uncle Sam,

In the Middle East you find a similar phenomenon. The Communists
say thét we are a colonial poﬁer. Are we? We aren't. Only we do

they had in Russia,
not stand for the kind of revolution/mthich some people in these countries
want, Some of these people are only beginning to get out of it, They are
closer to here (right end of scale) than to here (left end),
economic

QUESTION: In your six-point/definition of an under-developed coun-
try, the sixih point, I believe, was that they be foreign trade oriented,
I'm not sure I quite understand whé.t is meant by that,

DR, SERENO: It simply means that they depend substantially on

foreign trade, Let's take any under-developed country you know, Let's

take, for instance, a Central American country. What would happen to

those people if they had no foreign trade? They would keep eating bananas
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from morning to night and do nothing else,

QUESTION: Then they wouldn't be under-developed?

DR, SERENO: They would be over-fed but under-dévelope d.

QUESTION: Doctor, would you care to comment on the fact that
the British aﬁd a number of other western powers have had almost unre-
stricted license in many of these countries that we're talking about for
as much as one hwridred years, either through their missionaries or
their institutions or through kmibdimgmxeal building railroads and so forth,
How dok we expect to achieve something that they were not able to achieve
in a hundred years in a matter of a few?

DR. SERENQO: That I don't know. | I'1] tell you one thing--that
Wheln I lecture to my groupVI always tell them that there are both colonial
officers and missionaries--colonial officers without constabulary and
missionaries without the backing of the church,

I would say that the British or the French have been in these colo-
nies for a different purpose than we are going, They were not there to
develop those countries, In fact, most of the work they did in economic
development is dead right now, because they did not create institutions
to make what they did viable, You can, for instance, those of you who
are familiar with North Africa, look at what!s happening in Morocco.

It's almost sickening, because the French did wonderful things, They did
develop the country, but they did not leave any institutions, As they pull

out, the country is becoming slowly awake. There's no use in building

a railroad if you don?’t train people to run it, There's no use in having
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a school develop some teachers, There's no use in setting up a plant
if the peéple don't know how to use it. ‘That has happened all over,
maybe ‘

QUESTION: It seems thatfwe'll have to take a few steps backward
before we can go fofward.

DR. SERENQO: Yes, because when the British were in India and
they wanted to collect rents, they first formed the rent collectors, the
feudal landlords, We can't do that, We don't have that kind of freedom
of movement, We do not have the power., Nor do we want it, I think
what we need is to take a long look forward and think in this program of
something that will last for generations to come.

QUESTION: Could you just develop the thought that you had initially
of the mass media or the communications revolution which may be c;ne of the
things which can be used to change the cultures?

DR. SERENO_: This is very simple, If yc;u want to know, how far
is Hong Kong from Washington? I would say "Seven hundred dollars, "
Right? Now, people move easier. People with seven hundred dollars
can go to Hong Kong.

This revolution hag brought some images to people who never had
images before, ﬁow many copies are sold of Life Magazine, which is
eagerly sought all over Southeast Asig? Six million copies, Each copy
is seen by several people, creating iméges, images, images. They know
about the American kitchen, that there is noxme need to use charcoal.,

They know there's no use to see a teacher when they're sick., And, as

Margaret Mead said, in no culture a mother wishes the death of a child,
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And they know that it's not necessary, but it's normal.

Qur people go to the movies everywhere, There are many people
where illiteracy pervades can watch TV or hear radio, That is the revo-
lution of commnonications, And 1t is something very recent. It started
with the war, It was known longer, but the real explosion of communi-
cations started ﬁm the war,

was

QUESTION: Doctor, your first question, I think,/on culture in
China and Russia, We have here in China, I think, a long historical
culture that had some pretty good ethical principles and that led to a-

in the ancient way., ’
pretty good lifel You algo had the same in Russia, Can you relate the
actions of the Communist government and their rather violent approach
to many problems, often untruthful fj'lfﬁil operations, to what is going on
in that culture; and can that culture survive, or has it any chance of over-
coming this?

DR, SERENO: There are two points that I would like to make.
First of all, the Communists never fake and never say lies, The Commun-
ists act out their being Communists, I don*t know if I'm clear. Commun-
ists don't fake, They don't say lies. ‘They're Commﬁnists. If you want
to be a Communist, you have to lie, But it's not a lie in the Communist
mind,

Second, Russia, for better or for worse, is still part of Europe,
What survives of Russian culture comes from outside channels. They
have really a strange notion of culture, because their culture is Victorian,

woman
bourgeois. The main occupation of the Russian WS¥K¥¥ is to show that
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she's managed to have something that she's lost the use of, namely,
? impoging buildings
the house knee. In China it's different, In China it's Dot ol
which have been torn down. In :
; Russia there wasn't anything comparable,

QUESTION: Premier Taure, from Uganda, who has been over here
recently, made a statement to the effect that juvenile delinquency was
the preatest shock in the western world, the free world; that he didntt
realize there was such a high rate of incidence; that they didn't have it
in Uganda. Is there any parallel between juvenile delinquency drgd devel-
oped countries ?

DR. SERENO: Yes. Development brings about juvenile delinquency.,

progress,

When Uganda gets on the way to decondopxnenix they will have juvenile
delinquency too, Why? Because the large original family is disappearing,
Families will be at work., There will be less people to take care of the
children, There will be greater freedom for the children to hang around
the streets,

Again, it is a reduction of the old pattern of respect for authority,
We all know this anyhow, My children don't look at me with the same awe
with which I looked at my father, But there isn't much that we can do
about it, Nor can the people in Uganda do anything about it either,
When the moment comes,‘ they'il have it,

QUESTION: Doctor, you put America, as I understand, somewhere
just to the left of the A, Would you care to comment on what we can do
to move this farther to the right?

DR, SERENO:; Keep on doing what we're doing., There's some-
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thing wrong with a big operation. In fact, I'm much enamored of it,
of that thing which in Mr, Khrushchev!s words when he met with Vice
President Nixon, There they were, two farmers, two v&orking people,
who had grown up to power, Mr, Eisenhower's father was also a farmer,
They're very close to us. I don't think there's anything to fear there.
What we're doing is sufficiént for the time being,
some time back

QUESTION: Sir,/ Mr. Wilson, when he was Secretary of Defenge,
made a statement something like "Whét's good for General Motors is
good for the mxkiaxx country,' Would you apply that to the world, that
what!s good for the United States is good for the world?

DR. SERENO: No. I tried myself to say that, >I said there are

: humanity,

some things which we hold dear which we must assume are good for Aagams-
oexmey not because they're good for the United States, They may not be
good for the United States. But there are some things which we hold dear,

QUESTION: I agree with you, but--~

DR, SERENO: Some things are true, One of them is that indiv-
ual life has dignity and worth, The Russians don't think s0, They think
the community is bigger than the man, We don't believe that, There we
part ways, It is not because it is good for us. It is because it is so,

I don't éay that we should go abroad and say: "Employ our system
and you will be rich and well fed," Certainly not, -I don't say, "Use
our government institutions, " Cértainly not, But 'die one thing we believe
in is that once you are born, ‘you are entitled to your life at least, and
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to be a free person, That I do believe,

QUESTION: Doctor, I'm wondering if I'm corﬁmunicating with you
with respect to that last question; kemxuse so 1'd like to clavify something.
for my own benefit, I'm sure you know what you're talking about,

Am I correct that you é.re advocating that in order to get our institutions
across to other people, we should get to the rice roots, the grass roots,
and under the sand roots? |

DR, SERENO: No. That's a hell of a way to do it.  There are
more complaints about that :than anything else, What I'm advocating
is not to destroy their culture, What we are doing is bound to cause

evil, Taembboaabexwinixax Let's keep the evil at the minimum and
the good at the maximum,

Does that answer your question?

QUESTION: No, I'm afraid not,' because for five years I've been
trying to cut the grass and it keeps coming back up again,

DR, SERENO: I don't cut any grass personally, I'm not a grass

cutier., Not in condition,

economic
We have to influence them into undertaking #xis development,

In doing that they're going to have problems that will come up, all very
We

ginister in nature. ¥y have to take them into account and cope with
them. 'git;lm not to lose sight of our goals,

Where are the grass roots? I don't believe we'll come to that,
I don't believe that, Those of yc'ou who read the book "The Ugly Amer-

ican" = may share with me the opinion that the ugly American is 2 much
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more sickening animal than the nasty American, because a man who
hand in glove
goes to work fwith a Thai person is wasting his time. Is that right?
STUDENT: I'm not sure.

- peasant
DR, SERENOQ: The most we can do is to change one Thai paxsam,

seduce, if we can, their
The best thing we can do is to try to Txénnduooexamx type of agriculture,

QUESTION: May I extend my question somewhat further, How
do you account for so many of these countries identifying us with the
former regime as distinguished from what we are: doing for them as
designed for the welfare of the masses of the people?

DR. SERENO: We are identified with regimes because we work
through regimes. There is no other way, That's an old problem. I‘ve
seen that so many times. Why do we keep a bunch of scoundrels in
power? We don't keep them in power, We do what we can for the masses.
The oniy way to do it is through channels, They slow our work, they
try to impede i, they're not cooperative, and yet we do if, because
there's no other way.

DR, CLEM: May I ask you a question here?

DR, SERENO: Yes,

bR. CLEM: You just mentioned ""The Ugly American,” A lot
of people, I think, haven't quite gotten 1»the gist of that "Ugly American. "
Maybe it's because they haven't read it, The man who was the hero in
the story of the Ugly American was the engineer who had dirty finger-
nails and so0 on and went out and worked right alongside of a Thai peas-
ant, vas I remember, Did I understand you to mean that it is a2 mistake
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to do this sort of thing?

DR. SERENO; Hé was a do-gooder, He did nothing but to pass
himself off as a Thai peasant for a number of months, He did nothing
for the agriculture,

QUESTION: Doctor, my impression of the TV show last night
was that although the Indian people were trying to do something about
this, they were able 1o talkl among themselves, the leaders, about it,
they weren't able to get it across to the people. My impression was that
nothing they could do could be done in time to avert disaster, The popu-
lation will go from 400 million to 800 million in no time.

DR. SERENO: Well, I don't know, We are debating that in our
school between the optimists and the pessimists. The pessimists believe
in the explosion, The optimists believe in two things. One is that this
will taper off. The other is that they will get a better standard of living
than the present population have,

Furthermore, we have many more sources of food than we realize,
which have been untapped so far and which India could use, like, for
instance, food grown in seawater, There are lots of things that could
be used,

N éI‘he trouble in India is the color of the skin and the social structure.
a
The; can't communicate with the men at the bottom. It's much easier
for a Hindu leader to communicate with an American counterpart than
with another Indian,

QUESTION: I go back to your 50 or 60 year estimate, It seems to
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that that will be the answer in India. But before that time India will be
facing starvation, won't it?

DR, SERENO: No, ’I don't think so, I think they may find some
kind of food, such as in the seas, I don't think it's necessary for them
to starve, It's a problem, but I don't think the solution is necessarily
a tragic one,

DR, CLEM: Dr. Sereno, you did a pretty good job in turning
down my introduction this morning~~that there afen't such things as
under-developed lands; and, two, we!re not really out to capture the
leadership of these countries by revolution, Thank you very much for

coming and talking to us,
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