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INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

26 February 1960

COLONEL BLACK: General Houseman, Lady, and Gentlemen:
This is a new course, in a new area, Never before have we had this
international scene here at the College,

My talk this morning may be said to have two objectives: one,
to introduce us to the international scene; and,second and more specif-
ically, to lead you into an introduction to and a better understanding of
what you are going to encounter in contemporary international politics,

This talk will not be of a philosophical nature. Instead, it is
intended to form a frame of reference for you in order to locate where
you are and where you may anticipate going. Don't settle back in your
seats too much, because I'm not quite sure how long this talk is going
to last, We're all starting on the same schedule this morning, because
it is not a prepared speech, So it'll be interesting to see where that
clock points when I am finished,

Let's get started and let us see where we have been, {(Chartl)
You gentlemen, whether you realize it or not, have built yourselves an
academic building during the seven months that you have been here,
You first started by making the foundation. It's perfectly clear what you
have been through, and I hope it's not been too painful. But this "Posgition

of the United States in the World Today" is where you entered the scene,

Then you went on to American Political Thought, Review of Economics,



Executive Development, and Warfare and Strategic Concepts, They
were the working tools, You had been acquainted with them before, but
you become more refreshed with them and came to recognize them more
clearly to use in your later period of work,

Then you entered into the national scene, the four columns repre-
senting the main part of your academic building,

You might say the National Security Objectives and Requirements
introduced you to, and you developed more or less a knowledge of, the
planning going into our national structure. Resources are our assets,
Material management could be conceived of as the controls used to better
utilize the assets under the plan that you previocusly had been indoctrinated
into. And, last but not least, what you completely accomplished yesterday,
I believe, Economic Stabilization, could be considered to be the lifeblood
of our national system,

This, then, placed on the foundation, gives you the complete work-
ing equipment of the national scene. oo

Now we enter into the international scene; and the first one today,
starting to complete your academic building, is Contemporary Internat-
ional Politics, I will be concerned this morning with talking specifically
about this Unit VI, But, in order to complete your building, and also the
international scene that I mentioned at the beginning, we will need to
complete this structurer. Economic Capability for International Conflict.
I will touch on it. That follows this course, not thisg morning, but two

and a half weeks from now,



And your overseas field trip::--that completes your academic
building,

And now, so that Colonel Sills will not consider himseif lost in
the wilderness--and certainly he should not--this whole building will
then provide you with the academic necessities to complete the Plans
and Readiness Program upon your return from overseas,

So there is your structure for our ten months work,

This bringé us to the international scene, Why have we thought

it prudent and very desirable that we include this area, wide as it may

be, into our course of instruction at the College? As I said before, I'm
not going to go into philosophy, I'm only going to drop a few facets that
perhaps may make you better realize why we deem this area important,

First of all, the United States today isﬂ;xegreat leader of the free
coalition. Regardless of whether we want to be or not, we are the leader
of this free segment of the world, But paradoxically, and perhaps unfor-
tunately, we have‘ not been adequately prepared in many cases to be this
.le‘ader. Cur past histor_"y and our past attitudes toward more or less
isolationism have caused us not to perhaps have‘the proper posture or the
proper mental power or the mental attitude to take the place successfully
that this leadership requires.

We have not been accustomed in the past to think pelitically to a
great degree, We have been thinking nationally, building ourselves rather

than building a world monument to a world figure.

And, of course, our situation has become more complicated than
3
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that, because of the atom bomb.“ We have generated it, and now it is
very difficult fo know how we are going ;to live with it, So, you see, the
co:nplexitiéé enlarge almost in geometrical progression,

We have had to learn fast, because we have not had the time to
take time to learn what, say, for example, Great Br1tam has had hun-

of years
dreds Aof experience with, We have been rushed into a very precarious
political situation,
almost

When you think thatftwo centuries ago we were part of a colonial
system, and today we are the leader in effecting the release of colonial
systems throughout the world,

Another example: Sixty years a'go,' approximately, we entered
upon the international scene as part bft?(e"Splendid little war."” "Remember
the Maine.”" Two generations after that, we are the ieader, or at least
we are vying with another leader, for world supremacy as a national
power, |

We are faced aléo with a conflict of ideology, That ideology means--
our ideology, I should say, perhaps--means V\{heth’ér we ‘win or lose in
this battle for all or nothing,

As Winston Churchill has said--and allow me to quote him:

"We have entered an age of storm and tragedy. The power of man has
grown in every sphere except over himself. Never in .the field of action
have events seemed so harshly to dwarf persoﬁalities. «+ The fearful ques-

tion confronts us: how our problems got beyond our control?"

I think that sums it up quite nicely,
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So, because of this capsule of our more or less political predic-
ament, we feel that it's very necessary and mandatory that we examine
very carefully our international policies, our international position, and,
above all, examine any recipes or panaceas we may have in order to
see us through,

Now, to enlarge and exaggerate even this precarious position,
have any of us realized how small the world has actually grown in the
last few years? What with fransportation as it is, do we realize how
close we are té our neighbors* problems? (Chart 2)

" "Allow me to assume that the world was this size in 1900, It makes
no difference what size this had, Let's assume this, In one geqeration,
practically, in 1925, what did the world look like? That was the size
in 1825, This is not an exaggeraﬁon. It is mathématically correct,

Ering it down another generation, to 1960, and lwhere are we
living? Here's the size of our world., When ¥you consider the increase
of problems and the decrease of size, we are sitting on top of something.

Now, what is the course in Contemporary International Politics
or CIP all about? That's theIain reagon for my being here this morning,
It's an attempt td give you a quick view,

Primarily it talks about and considers the role of government and
our nation in world affairs, You have had government before. Youlve
touched on it briefly in Foundations, merely as a tool, In this particular
time ‘you are going to go deeper into the political feel of our countfy

and see how we live among. other peoples, vying for many things.,
5



We will talk about frictions, power patterns, national interests,
diplomacy, and, natufally, war=--not from the strategic viewpoint, but
from the various things that might made war necessary or could lead to
war, And, above all, we'll be concerned with talking about recognizing
the various tools used by the various nations of the world in the inter-
national field, to be able to récognize them, to learn how to ccunter them,
and also what we may do about them, And especially do we want to find
out, and ive hope we shall, what do all these problems pose for the United
States? What are we to do about them? Which way are we going?

Wh1ch way should we go?

A current impression of international relations, as stated by
Thorsten J, Kaljarvi, is as follows: "Contemporary international rela-
lﬁons“—-and that's what we are going to study in Unit VI--"are going
through a reorganization in which the old national state and the old state
System are being slowly mblded into new political forms. Colonies are
gaining independence as empires are bfeaking up. National states are
being merged into great federations. New forms of political control are
evolving, States by voluntary means or under bressure are being gathered
into regional groups and in that form promise to be; great forc‘es either
for peace or wars of even greater destruction and horror than in the past."

We find a great burst of freedom in the worlg . - today, There is
both an évolution and a revolution in political affairs being staged on a
broad international basis, We may safely say there'!s a new profile of
international politics emerging very rapidly.

G



Now, before we get any further into the subject--and again I'm
avoiding philosophy-~I would like to drop a few items that perhaps you
may bring yourselves to consider occasionally as you progress through
the course. Let's call them small working tools of political thought,
if you want to do that,

First, let's recognize and realize that all of us are engaged in
politics, No matter who we are, we are in the political field, some to
a greater extent than others, '

lnternaﬁonal ptSlitics are not as simple we we sometimes think
them to be., Whenever there's an issue in the paper, all of us are more
or less prone to solve it immediately. But, unfortunately, that is not
the case when you get into the matter., Therets the matter of communica-
tion between nations, and there's the matter of many interlaced complex-
ities that are not at all times evident on the surface.

The starting point in any political measure, and especially in
international politics, is the basic factthat a nation has needs and wants,
You study that in economics, In fact, it's almost impossible to deliniate
and to set up a complete barrier between economics and politics, It's
like trying to divorce a brother and sister. They are related no matter
how much they may deny it. So if you remember that needs and wants
more or less always generate political questions, I don'tv believe you'.ll
be too far wrong.

Another item is that groups are essential to pdlitics, It would be

im possible for Robinson Crusoe to play politics. He would have nobody
7
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to play it with, You must have groups. In groups arise the many multi-
tudinous questions and problems that come forth to develop very intricate
and complex situations,

Politics is a struggle over the internal and external desires of
domination of a group, In fact, many politicians will say that all inter=~
naﬁonal politics is as a science is a struggle for power--the power of
one side to dominate the other, And if you go back into history, I think
you wiil find that the power desire and the power urge have been respon-
sible for the majority of political situations,

Now, with those few thoughts, let me introduce you to a number
of new political personages that you will meet, In your academic round
tables, either here or in your seminars, you have become very well versed in
certain words, In the economic field and in the various other fields
of resources you have come to know these items quite well and quite
generally, Let me introduce you to some new words and some new people,

(Chart 3) First you will see and -know about the nation-state, I'm not
going to go into that now, because at approximately 10:30 you'll be hearing
about it from our lecturer this morning. You will become acquainted
with and study the balance of power. You will learn, I hope, perhaps a
little bit more about bi-polarity--something that is very evident in the world
of the split ideologies today, You will study collective security. You will
become more familiarr with foreign policy--oné of the basic concepts of
our course, You will learn about propaganda and study its effects, You

‘Will become more acquainted with the problems of colonialism. And with
8



that also, as an antithesis pnghaps, goes‘neﬁtralism.

Now, these people, sirong as they are, as varying as they are
in their ideologies and concepts, will become more or less close part-
ners to you, at least from a working viewpoint, during the next two and
a half weeks,

Now let's get into the more mundate things, such as the organi-
zation of the Unit, There's nothing very new here. We will have 18
lectures, not including this one, They will forx/n the basic part of your
course. That's where you will gain, we hope, the most profit from,
or at least equal profit from.

You will have reading. Your reading, again--andlI knowyou're
beginning to dread reading~~we have purposely cut it very short for each
lecture. But because we have cut it short, it makes more mandatory
than ever that you make the supreme effort to perform that reading before
coming to the lecture. I believe I am correct in stating that there will
be only one reading assignment for each lecture,

There is reference reading also. If you care to enlarge on any
object, you may do that, But it's mandatory, please, that you do your
essential reading. You will not find it long, We hope you will find it
interesting.,

Then we will have discussions. I will go into the discussion period
more at a later time.

Now let's take a quick look at our lecturess~quick because you

have your curriculum book, but this is more or less to put in order-~and

.



let me say now-- (Chart 4) -~the sequence in which you will find these
lectures on the screen is not 'necess'arily the sequence in which you will
have them here at the college., There have been some changes ‘made,
The sequence makes no difference, It's merely the subject matter that
I'm interested in at the present time.

The first is "The Nétion—State Today."™ You will have that lec-
ture at 10:30 this morning. In the scope of the lecture, and which we
believe he' will be more or less interested in giving to you, he will talk
about the examination of the nation-state and its functional aspects, its
character, its purpose, and its pressures today in the world,

"The Search for Security''--that lecture will consist of the main
problem of what is collective security, bi-polarity, balance of power,
and the various alignments. In that respect Hegel has mentioned, con- -
cerning power and justice, the following: and I think it's pertinent;

"With regard to the relations of states among themselves, their
sovereignty is the basic principle: they are in that respect in the state
of nature in relation to one another, and their rights are not realized in
a general rule which is so constituted as to have power over them, but
their rights are realized only through their particular wills,"

The following lecture is "Nationalism, Anti-Colonialism and
Neutralism." This, as you know, is the basis for many current tensions
today. It is a problem that is facing the United States in many current

foreign affairas, The various tensions wili be elaborated upon and exam-~

ined during that lecture,

10
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. Then we have "Evolution of our f‘oreign Policy.”" That is seilf-
explanatory. It goes into the U. S, foreign policy and how it came about
and its conceptS.' |

That is followed by " The,U. S. Foreign Policies Today, " extending
from the basis of the generation of the policy to what our foreign policies
are,

Concerning foreign policies, Tocquevilie says: "Foreign politics
demand scarcely any of those qualities which a democracy posscsses'--

I think that's important--"and they require, on the contrary, the perfect
use of almost all the faculties in which a democracy is deficient." Perhaps
that gives us room for thought,

There is in your catalog a lecture mentioned or noted as "Uncon-
ventional Techniques in the Conduct of International Relations," That
is eliminated. We will not have it,

Let's go on to "Political Propaganda,"” In that we'll make an
exémination of political propaganda as a weapon of cold war. We will
assess the techniques used, And we will compare the political propaganda
systems of the United States vis-a-vis Russia. Also we'll make an apprais-
al of the international propaganda as a whole.

Talking about that, I think it*s also important tp read and to know
whét Washington Irving thought of a conference . This perhaps could

be thought of in terms of the Russian recognition of such a conference,

He says this:

"A concerence is a cunning endeavor to obtain by peaceful manoeuvre,
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and the chicanery of cabinets, those advantages which a nation would have
otherwise wrested by force of arms, in the same manner as a conscien-
tious highwayman reforms and becomes a quiei and praiseworthy citizen,
contenting himself with cheating his neighbour out of that property he
would formerly have seized with open violence,'" Now, this is not a
school solution, but is what Washington Irving thought,

We then study a number of other major world countries--Latin
America, the USSR, France, Germany, Africa, the United Kingdom,
Western Furope, the Middle East, and Communist China.

In these countries and areas we are primarily concerned with
their political background, their political objectives, their political organ-
ization, and certainly and most of all, their current political problems
and objectives, .

And, last but not least, we shall conclude oﬁr lecture program
with a lecture on NATO, In that we will be concerned with its accom-
plishnmnts in the light of its original objeétives; the changing concepts
of NATC since its founding because of continuously changing world con=-
ditions; and then we hope to get the crystal ball out and perhaps give a
view of tomorrow in terms of NATO realization, This will be our 18th
and last lecture in the course,

Now, I mentioned before discussions. These discussions that we
intend to have are different, I believe, from anything you have had here
at the college. You have had seminars, you havé teaching sessions,

but you have not had as yet discussions in the manner in which we propose
12



that they be developed,

These discussions will be among eighteen or nineteen of you stud-
ents, but they will not be teaching sessions. They will be primarily
bull sessions, of eighteen people, with a faculty moderator, He is not
going to teach you anything, He's going to keep law and order amongst
the violence that's liable to erupt over some of these issues we talk about.

Now, these will be the discussions on the subjects, (Chart 5)

The first one will be held on the 29th of February, and it will be conducted
on and around two lectures=-The Nation-State in the World Today, which
is the one that you're having this morning; and The Search for Security.

Now, let me emphasize that more than ever it will be necessary
to have in your minds the reading requirements of those two lectures.
Then after imbibing the pros and cons of the lectures, you should be all
steamed up to get into discussion and give vent to your views, And what-
ever those views are, they're accepted, maybe not by all the students,
but certainly perhaps by some, And so the main purpose of these discus-
sions will be a discussion of the lectures and the reading of those noted
in your book and the ones I'm showing now., Please remember that.

The second discussion group, held on 1 March, will be on the
lecture Political Propaganda in International Politics, In your book you
will find that it had been originally intended to include also Unconventional
Techniques:; but, since that lecture has been conceled, it is obvious that
it will not be included,

‘The third discussion will be on the 8th of March--The Position

13
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of Germany in World Affairs, The fourth, on the 10th of March, will be
on The Integration of Western Europe: Its Political Aspects. The fifth,
on the 16th of March--NATO: Present and Future. And you will also
see at the bottom that we hope to have some wrap-up observations and
summations,

So we believe} that that is a pretty general coverage for you to
exhaust all your vocal abilities and your mental ingenuity on, I'm sure
that it will give rise to a good many problems to be discussed, We hope so,

I mentioned at the beginning that we have two final areas--
economic capability for international conflict and overseas field trips=--
to complete this international scene, Just a word on economic capability
for international conflict,

This will be put on by the Resources Branch, It will have an
introduction that will thoroughly cover the objectives, But I do want to
mention now why we include that in the international scene,

In that course or unit we will consider the factors influencing the
economic strength of nations. Remember now we're talking about the
political strength and the political operations of nations, But, again,
you cannot divorce politics from economics. So we follow the political
structure or the political examination by the economic capability for
international conflict. So then, at the comﬁletion of these two, you should
have a very thorough knowledge of the interlacing and the inter-alignment
between the political on the international scale and the economic structure,
also on the international scale, because, remember that in here you are

14



more or less generally confined to the national scene, Now we are
progressing to the peak of the academic building--the international scene,

Then, upon the completion of that Unit VII, we will proceed over
into the overseas field trip, You have already heard a great deal about
that, but allow me to perhaps crystallize--and there's no pun intended
in that word--the objectives of the overseas field trip.

Up to now you have been dealing with these problems academically,
as paper problems; but we hope by going overseas that you will find by
inspection of the real article, the attitudes, the political philosophy,
the economic and political rehabilitations, if they so exist, of the various
countries that you visit, You will be able to see in flesh and blood at
last perhaps the problems that you have been studying on paper. It should
be very productive, so that when you come back, you will be able to develop
a plan or plans under Colonel Sills for cold war, limited war, and total
war, In other words, out of this academic structure, as I've said before,
should come the tools with which you'll be enabled to construct an intel-
ligent, effective plan to combat this very, very omnipresent and very,
very critical situation we are in today,

As I said before when I started, I started on the same basis you
did, I didn't know when I was going to finish, because I had notes, But

I knew when I had to finish, because there were some bets made when I
would,

But before I do close, I hope that now you 'have perhaps a bird*s

eye view of what you are going to encounter, and realize perhaps, I hope,
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a little bit better the purpose and objectivity of this course, The only

thing I can say now is, Bon voyage for a pleasant journey. Thank you.
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