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U. S. F O R E I G N  POLICIES  TODAY 

4 M a r c h  1960 

G E N E R A L  MUNDY: As the  w o r l d  ge t s  s m a l l e r  and smal le r~  c o u n t r i e s  

tha t  a few y e a r s  ago  s e e m e d  v e r y  r e m o t e  and r e l a t i v e l y  u n i m p o r t a n t  have  

b e c o m e  fo r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  ou r  n e x t - d o o r  n e i g h b o r s .  W h e t h e r  we 

l ike  i t  o r  not,  we h a v e  to r e v i e w  ou r  d o m e s t i c  p r o g r a m s  a g a i n s t  the  i n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  s c e n e ,  b e c a u s e  ou r  d o m e s t i c  p r o g r a m s  have  b e c o m e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  

wi th  ou r  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  

We a r e  f o r t u n a t e  in h a v i n g  as ou r  s p e a k e r  t h i s  m o r n i n g  the  H o n o r a b l e  

J .  W i l l i a m  F u l b r i g h t ,  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  f r o m  A r k a n s a s  and the  C h a i r m a n  

of the  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s .  I u n d e r s t a n d  

tha t  the  c o m p a r a b l e  c o m m i t t e e  in the  House  is  c a l l e d  the  C o m m i t t e e  on 

F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  and, a c c o r d i n g  to the  H o u s e  M e m b e r s ,  t h e y  a r e  the  only  

ones  young  e n o u g h  to have  a f f a i r s .  

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  tha t  I can  add a n y t h i n g  by way of i n t r o d u c t i o n  to the  

b i o g r a p h y  tha t  you h a v e  b e e n  g iven .  I m i g h t  poin t  out  tha t  we b e l i e v e  in 

r e c i p r o c a t i n g .  We h a v e  S e n a t o r  F u l b r i g h t  h e r e  t oday  and m e m b e r s  of the  

C o l l e g e  a r e  in L i t t l e  Rock ,  A r k a n s a s ,  h i s  h o m e  s t a t e ,  pu t t2ng  on a t w o - w e e k  

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  S e m i n a r .  

S e n a t o r  F u l b r i g h t ,  b e c a u s e  of t he  p r e s s u r e  of h i s  s c h e d u l e  at the  

m o m e n t ,  p r o p o s e s  tha t  he  m a k e  only  a v e r y  s h o r t  i n t r o d u c t o r y  o p e n i n g  

r e m a r k  and t h e n  he w i l l  m a k e  h i m s e l f  a v a i l a b l e  to you fo r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  

G e n t l e m e n ,  S e n a t o r  F u l b r i g h t .  



SENATOR FULBRIGHT: G e n e r a l  Mundy  and G e n t l e m e n :  I d o n ' t  

s u p p o s e  I n e e d  to t e l l  you  why  we a r e  p r e o c c u p i e d  at  the  m o m e n t .  I t ' s  

in  a l l  t he  p a p e r s .  My wi fe  a s k e d  m e  th i s  m o r n i n g  why  I was  m a k i n g  a 

s p e e c h  t h i s  m o r n i n g  b e c a u s e  I a m  s c h e d u l e d  to  s p e a k  th i s  e v e n i n g  f r o m  

8:00 u n t i l  12:00.  As y o u  know,  u n d e r  the  r e c e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  p r o c e d u r e  

of the  S e n a t e ,  we  h a v e  to  s t a n d  w a t c h  fo r  the  s u c c e e d i n g  f o u r  h o u r s ,  so  

I w i l l  be  on du ty  f r o m  8:00 u n t i l  4:00 t o n i g h t .  

Wel l ,  I w o n d e r e d  w h e n  I w a s  i nv i t ed  to c o m e  h e r e  j u s t  wha t  f u n c t i o n  

I m i g h t  p e r f o r m .  G e n e r a l  M u n d a y  w a s  kind e n o u g h  to s a y  " the  v e r y  

p o w e r f u l  C o m m i t t e e  on F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s .  " I o f ten  w o n d e r  abou t  tha t ,  

how p o w e r f u l  we  a r e  in o u r  G o v e r n m e n t ,  and  w h e t h e r  the  s o u r c e  of p o w e r  

in o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  is  v e r y  d i f f i cu l t  to  pin down .  It is  one  of the  g r e a t  

p r o b l e m s  of the  w a y  o u r  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  i s  d e v e [ o p e d .  T h e r e  has  b e e n  

the  q u e s t i o n  of p o w e r ,  of p o w e r  to m a k e  d e c i s i o n s ,  and I t h ink  it p u z z l e s  

m e  as  w e l l .  I a m  not  c o n s c i o u s  of  a n y  g r e a t  p o w e r ,  c e r t a i n l y  a n y  a f f i r m -  

a t i v e  p o w e r .  The  p o w e r  t ha t  we  h a v e  is p r i m a r i l y  n e g a t i v e  p o w e r  in o u r  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h a t  i s  the  p o w e r  to r e f i n e ,  I s h o u l d  s ay ,  and to r e e x a m i n e  

p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o r m a l l y  i n i t i a t e d  in the  e x e c u t i v e .  I t h r o w  tha t  out  

on ly  b e c a u s e  the  G e n e r a l  m e n t i o n e d  i t .  I d o n ' t  w i s h  to t r y  to avo id  any  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  But I o f t en  f e e l  v e r y  f r u s t r a t e d  abou t  the  c a p a c i t y  to  i n i t i a t e  

and  to a c t u a l l y  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

I t hough t  p e r h a p s ,  a s  I s u g g e s t e d ,  t ha t  it  would  be m o s t  u s e f u l  if I 
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would say a few things by way of background and then ask you to ask 

questions. I do that because I am not at all sure that what is of particular 

interest to me is of particular interest to you. You may feel quite as well 

informed on some of the matters which I will discuss as I am myself. 

I will run over rather briefly some of the background material which 

I think will put our present situation in perspective. When we look at our 

own country it has been an amazing success from the point of view of 

gross national product. It is now estimated that this year we will pass 

$500 billion, with the per capita income of $2500 per capita, which is 

about twice as large as the next most prosperous country. We have more 

radios, televisions, bath tubs, automobiles. All of these things this kind 

of economy can produce, more than any other country. 

The trouble is: Are these things important? Are they really significant, 

when it comes to the question of national survival? The Russians, in con- 

trast to the things which I have mentioned, have concentrated upon the pro- 

duction of such things as scientists, missiles, submarines, and so on, 

the hardware, which which you are so familiar. The great question immed- 

iately arises as to whether or not we are allocating our resources and our 

efforts in the correct manner. 

I do not think we are. The rate of growth of the Russian system is so 

very significant. We had a study before the Committee recently. The 

C. E. I.R. is a very well known organization for industrial research. It 

estimated that the industrial output of the Russians is increasing at approximately 

3 



9 p e r c e n t  a y e a r ,  a s  a g a i n s t  4 p e r c e n t  by o u r s e l v e s .  Th i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  

is  obv ious  to a l l  of you,  w h e n  we c o n s i d e r  tha t  on ly  50 y e a r s  ago  t h e r e  

w a s n ' t  any  C o m m u n i s t  c o u n t r y .  The  C o m m u n i s t s  d i d n ' t  c o n t r o l  any  

m o r e  than  a coup le  t a b l e s  in a Z u r i c h  r e s t a u r a n t  o r  a care ,  50 y e a r s  

ago .  Today,  w i th in  the  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of 50 yea r s~  t h e y  c o n t r o l  

about  40 p e r c e n t  of the  population~ about  2~ p e r c e n t  of the  land a r e a ,  and 

s o m e  30 p e r c e n t  of the  i n d u s t r i a l  p o w e r .  T h i s  is  a r a t h e r  t r e m e n d o u s ,  

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  

You a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  the  m i s s i l e  gap.  I won ' t  go in to  it .  In fac t ,  

it  is not  qu i te  in m y  l ine  of duty wi th  r e g a r d  to  m y  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  

but  we have  b e e n  f o r c e d ,  a l l  of us,  to  l i s t e n  to t h e s e  d e b a t e s  and to t ake  

no te  of the  fac t  tha t  m a n y  of ou r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a r e  

c o n c e r n e d  about  it .  T h e r e  is  a d i f f e r e n c e  of op in ion ,  of c o u r s e ,  but I t h ink  

tha t  the  d i f f e r e n c e  tha t  has  d e v e l o p e d  in i t s e l f  is s u f f i c i e n t  to c a u s e  us to 

be c o n c e r n e d  about  i t .  I am  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  about  i t .  I have  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  

the  f e e l i n g  tha t  our  c o u n t r y  is  not  a l l o c a t i n g  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  in the  way 

d e s i g n e d  to p r e s e r v e  i t s  own fu tu re ,  to p r e s e r v e  it in c o m p e t i t i o n  wi th  

the  R u s s i a n s .  

I t h i n k  th i s  would be t r u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i thou t  the  R u s s i a n s .  I t h i n k  

tha t  we have  p e r m i t t e d  o u r s e l v e s ~  d u r i n g  the  pas t  50 y e a r s ,  to  l o s e  s i g h t  

of the  e s s e n t i a l s  fo r  the  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  and s t r e n g t h  of ou r  s y s t e m  of 

s o c i e t y .  I t h i n k - - t a k e  e d u c a t i o n  fo r  e x a m p l e - - w e  have  a l l o w e d  the  c u r r i -  

cu la  of our  s c h o o l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h igh  s c h o o l s  and e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  to  
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d e t e r i o r a t e  i n  qua l i ty .  You have  r e a d  m a n y  a r t i c l e s  about  i t .  One of y o u r  

h i g h l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  o f f i c e r s  of the  Navy has  t a k e n  th i s  m a t t e r  as  a s p e c i a l t y  

of h i s  and has  w r i t t e n  m a n y  a r t i c l e s  on it, m o s t  of wh ich  I have  r e a d .  I 

t h ink  t h e r e  is  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t r u t h  in what  he  s a i d .  T h e r e  have  b e e n  m a n y  

o t h e r  a r t i c l e s .  Mr .  B e s t o r ,  one  of t he  l e a d i n g  p r o f e s s o r s  in I l l i no i s ,  has  

w r i t t e n  a book  w h i c h  has  s i m i l a r  s t a t i s t i c s  in it o n t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in the  

qua l i t y  of o u r  e d u c a t i o n .  

I t h i n k  th i s  is  an e x t r e m e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  ~f t h i s  who le  m a t t e r .  

I, h a v i n g  b e e n  a f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r ,  w h e n  I f i r s t  c a m e  in to  the  C o n g r e s s ,  

a t t e m p t e d  to p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  in th i s  f i e ld .  I c o - s p o n s o r e d  and s p o n s o r e d  

l e g i s l a t i o n  b a c k  in the  f o r t i e s .  We p a s s e d  it in the  S e n a t e - - v e r y  good 

b i l l s ,  d e s i g n e d  to i m p r o v e  the  qua l i t y  of e d u c a t i o n  in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  U n f o r -  

t una t e ly ,  i t  d i d n ' t  p a s s  in the  H o u s e .  I have  o f t en  thought ,  and s t i l l  b e l i e v e ,  

that ,  had t h o s e  b i l l s  b e e n  p a s s e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  one on which ,  as  it h a p -  

pened ,  S e n a t o r  Taf t  was  the  p r i m a r y  s p o n s o r ,  b e c a u s e  th i s  one c a m e  in 

the  80th C o n g r e s s ,  and it was  only  b e c a u s e  we w e r e  ab le  to ob ta in  the  

s u p p o r t  and s p o n s o r s h i p  of S e n a t o r  Taft  in tha t  C o n g r e s s ,  wh ich  was ,  as  

you wi l l  r e c a l l ,  a R e p u b l i c a n - d o m i n a t e d  C o n g r e s s ,  tha t  we p a s s e d  it in 

the  Sena t e  by a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  but it f a i l ed  in the  House ,  had we a c t u a l l y  

e n a c t e d  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a l l  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y  tha t  now d i v i d e s  us  wi th  

r e g a r d  to  e d u c a t i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  of the  s c h o o l s  would  p r o b a b l y  have  

b e e n  avo ided ,  b e c a u s e ,  wi th  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  the  r e q u i r e m e n t  of e q u a l i t y  

5 



in the former principle or law of the land of "separate but equal" which 

was applied until the 1954 decision would have been achieved. The one 

legitimate complaint on the part of those who have attacked segregation 

was that the schools were not equal, and it is true that they were not in 

m a n y  c a s e s .  

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of o u r  n a t i o n a l  l i fe ,  i t  s e e m s  to  m e ,  is  the  

s o u r c e  of m a n y  of  o u r  t r o u b l e s .  I was  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and  n o t i c e d  j u s t  

w i t h i n  the  l a s t  f ew days ,  an  a r t i c l e  in  B u s i n e s s  W e e k ,  wh ich ,  as  you  know, 

is  one of the  l e a d i n g  b u s i n e s s  m a g a z i n e s  in t h i s  c o u n t r y  and  is g e n e r a l l y  

c o n s i d e r e d  a v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I w a s  a s t o u n d e d  

to  s e e  th i s  p a r a g r a p h  in tha t  m a g a z i n e .  It is  one  of the  few e n c o u r a g i n g  

t h i n g s  tha t  I h a v e  n o t i c e d .  T h i s  m a g a z i n e  has  f i n a l l y  t a k e n  no te  of t h i s  

f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o b l e m  in o u r  c o u n t r y .  It is  a v e r y  long  a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b i n g  

a l l  a s p e c t s  of o u r  e c o n o m y .  It c o n c l u d e s  wi th  t h i s :  

" T h i s  b r i n g s  the  s t u d y  of g r o w t h  a r o u n d  f u l l - c i r c l e  to w h e r e  

it  b e g a n  c e n t u r i e s  ago .  The  g r o w t h  and p o w e r  of n a t i o n s  d e p e n d  p r i m a r i l y  

upon  the  q u a l i t i e s  of t h e i r  p e o p l e .  Tha t  pu ts  the  f o c u s  of a l o n g - t e r m  g r o w t h  

p r o g r a m  not j u s t  on o u r  t ax  l aws  o r  on ou r  p lan t  and e q u i p m e n t  s p e n d i n g  

but  on o u r  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and  a l l  

the other seed beds of American talent. 

from that angle has been widely sensed. 

The  n e e d  to  a t t a c k  the  p r o b l e m  

B u s i n e s s  W e e k  has  b e e n  a l r e a d y  

d e a l i n g  wi th  i t  in s p e c i a l  r e p o r t s  on e d u c a t i o n ,  b r a i n  p o w e r ,  and r e s e a r c h .  " 

When  I r e a d  tha t  j u s t  a f ew  days  ago,  I f e l t  t ha t  it  w a s ,  a s  I s ay ,  a l m o s t  



t h e  on ly  h o p e f u l  t h i n g  I h a v e  s e e n .  If o u r  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  

s o  e x t r e m e l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  l i fe ,  do c o n c l u d e  tha t  t h i s  a m a t t e r  

of g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  is  s o m e  hope  tha t  we  m a y  r e c t i f y  the  n a t i o n a l  

p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  led  to t he  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of o u r  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  

In c o n t r a s t  to  tha t ,  t hough ,  I m u s t  d r a w  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to a s t a t e m e n t  

on ly  a few w e e k s  ago  by the  S e c r e t a r y  of C o m m e r c e ,  M r .  M u e l l e r .  I 

quo te  f r o m  a s t a t e m e n t  w h i c h  he  m a d e  a t  t ha t  t i m e .  He s a i d :  

"I do not  b e l i e v e  New Y o r k  b u s i n e s s  m a n  and  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e s  

e l s e w h e r e  a r e  go ing  to  k e e p  m u m  th i s  y e a r  w h e n  any  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p o l i -  

t i c i a n  o r  any  e c o n o m i c  i l l i t e r a t e  t r i e s  to  d r a i n  f r o m  the  b lood  s t r e a m  of 

t he  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  the  s a v i n g s  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  fo r  i n v e s t m e n t ,  r e s e a r c h ,  

and  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y s  t h a t  c r e a t e  m o r e  b u s i n e s s ,  m o r e  e m p l o y m e n t ,  and 

m o r e  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h .  " 

Th i s  i s  a s t a t e m e n t ,  of c o u r s e ,  w i th  r e g a r d  to  the  p r o b l e m  of w h e t h e r  

o r  not  t he  c o u n t r y  c a n  a f f o r d  f u r t h e r  o u t l a y s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

f o r  e d u c a t { o n .  As you  know,  a t  t ha t  t i m e  we  had u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a 

bill for education in the Senate, and actually we passed it in the Senate, 

after a very controversial debate on it. It has been widely stated that the 

President will veto that bill if it comes to him in the form in which it passed 

the Senate. Whether or not that develops--I hope it will not--the indications 

are that he will veto it. 

To sum up this aspect of my comment, it is that I think we are a very 
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f at ,  r i c h ,  c o m p l a c e n t  Nat ion ,  w i thou t  any  s e n s e  of d i r e c t i o n  of p u r p o s e .  

We a r e  j u s t  d r i f t i n g  a l o n g  wi thou t  e x e r t i n g  o u r s e l v e s ,  wi thou t  b e i n g  r e q u e s t e d  

o r  r e q u i r e d  to  e x e r t  o u r s e l v e s ,  in any  m e a n i n g f u l  way .  Th i s  can  be c o n -  

s i d e r e d  a r e f l e c t i o n  upon the  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  

haps ,  in  p o l i t i c s  b e a r  p a r t  of the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

I t h ink  a l l  of us,  p e r -  

U n d e r  o u r  s y s t e m  the  

Executive has traditionally been considered the leader of the national 

political scene and, if leadership is not exerted from that source, as I 

said a moment ago, it is not likely to come from the Congress. The 

Congress is not so constituted that it can provide much leadership. It 

is made up of 537 members now, I believe. So that there is a multiplicity 

of voices. Even if one should say something with wisdom in it, you are 

not likely to hear of it, because it would not be reported. About all that 

is reported from the Congress are the eccentricities that occur there 

or the strange goings-on. Really, people don't expect much in that sense 

from us. We play different functions. 

Well, I think, in stating that case as to the direction in which we 

ought to go, it seems to me it is self-evident. I think a tightening up of 

our whole system is in order, that we should be required to sacrifice 

far more, wherever necessary. For example, on the question of whether 

or not we can afford more money for missiles, as to the technical question 

of how it should be applied, and so on, I wouldn't presume to say. But 

there is no question that we can afford it. This idea that the budget must 

be balanced at the present level is nonsense. In 1954 we passed a bill 
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reducing our taxes by some 4 or 5 billion dollars a year. Prior to that 

time we were not going broke. There is no question about our being able 

to provide much more money for missiles or for education. If we choose 

to do it, it is purely a matter of choice. It is a matter of whether we wish 

to do it or whether we wish to continue to build luxury hotels and more 

and bigger and more extravagant automobiles, and all the other luxuries 

that we have become accustomed to. It is as simple as that. 

You can say, "Well, if it requires more taxes, so be it. We paid at 

a higher rate before, and we could do it again. No one particularly suffered 

from it." So that I think that the whole approach of saying, "Here is a 

budget level now and you've got to make that do, " is the wrong approach. 

I think it should be, "What do we really need to do?" with the best judgment 

we can get in the field of military as well as civilian activities. If we need 

more schools--and everybody agrees we do--if we need more qualified 

teachers--and I know of no one who disputes the fact that we do need them, 

that we have a deficiency of nearly 100, 000 qualified teachers--then I 

think provision should be made for them. So that the approach to this 

problem I think is wrong and is exactly in reverse. Instead of making 

the current level of budget, of the income, the determining factor, you 

ought to make the demands and requirements first and adjust the income 

to that level. 

That is the main broad criticism that I would offer for this. There 

are many things of a more detailed nature which I can suggest that we do 
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in the foreign field. I would like to make more generalization. I think 

the compartmentalization of foreign and domestic matters is a misleading 

way to discuss them. I think the way we conduct outselves here at home 

has become perhaps more important than what we say and do in the foreign 

field, because the nature of the problem now has changed. The world is 

looking at these two great countries which are the examples of two different 

approaches to a society, the way we organize society. It is the way you 

actually function at home that is perhaps more impressive to them than 

anything we may say or do in foreign fields. It is the society, its charac- 

teristics,  its capacity to direct its own efforts in a meaningful way, to 

discipline itself so that it does what it ought to do that is very impressive 

to the other countries. 

You can put yourself in the position of a foreign country that we will 

say is a neutral country. It is trying to determine in its own mind whether 

or not the democratic system which we represent is the better way to 

organize society or whether the authoritarian system is the better way. 

This is a very real problem for Americans. We have become so provincial 

in many respects that we dare not even discuss the possibility that civilized 

people might not think our system is the best. We have become very con- 

ceited and chauvinistic in this respect. But it is quite possible that many 

people do question it. Consider that 50 years ago democratic countries 

had no real rival. No one seriously questioned the validity of the idea of 

democracy, democratic self-government. And within 50 short years, look 
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at how the countries that constitute the great Western democratic world 

have suffered. Look at the decline in their strength, and consider what 

has happened to all of Western Europe. Outside of this country, the 

strength of these societies had almost evaporated, until we revived them. 
that 

Contrast/to the growth of the Communist--which I mentioned--the author- 

itarian system. Well, to an objective observer, it can well be a question 

of whether or :sot we do have the right system. When they observe the 

weaknesses ia the direztioa of our efforts, our domestic efforts, which I 

mentioned, there is a very real question, a very real one. 

To further illustrate that point, Pakistan, the Sudan, and Thailand 

all tr.ied to institute a demoeratie, self-governing system. They all 

failed to be able to sustain it. They all have--temporarily, we hope but 

in any ease--turned to the military. Maybe that is what we will have to do 

here before we are through. But in any ease those eountrles have had t 9 

do it, and they have what is in effect a military dictatorship in those three 

countries. They tried to make the democracy work. 

Well can't you imagine that someone reading about what is going on 

in this country now in the Senate wonders whether or not our system is 

working? I emphasize these points only to try to impress you with some- 

thing that I and very few Americans are willing to accept, or even the 

possibility of it, and that is that many neutral foreign countries in Latin 

America, Asia, and other places may very well be turning over in their 

minds whether this system which the Amerieans represent is the system 
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t h e y  w i s h  to e m u l a t e  o r  e v e n  to a l l y  t h e m s e l v e s  wi th  p e r m a n e n t l y ,  and 

w h e t h e r  o r  not  t h e y  h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  in  the  l o n g - t e r m  f u t u r e  of t he  s t a b i l i t y  

and  s t r e n g t h  of th i s  c o u n t r y .  

T h a t  i s  why  wha t  we do h e r e  is  so  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  

t h i n g s ,  w h i c h  I w i l l  m e n t i o n  f a i r l y  b r i e f l y  and m o r e  d i r e c t l y ,  in the  f o r e i g n  

f i e ld  w h i c h  we cou ld  do.  One,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t ha t  I t r i e d  to do l a s t  y e a r ,  w a s  
J 

to  a b a n d o n  the  c u s t o m  of a p p o i n t i n g  a m b a s s a d o r s  p u r e l y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  

u s u a l l y  fo r  the  r e a s o n  tha t  t h e y  gave  a good c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the  p a r t y  in  

p o w e r .  I t r i e d  tha t  and f a i l e d  to do i t .  T h e s e  c u s t o m s ,  t h e s e  old p o l i t i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n s ,  a r e  v e r y  h a r d  to e r a d i c a t e  f r o m  o u r  s y s t e m .  T h e r e  is  no p a r -  

t i c u l a r  f e e l i n g  of u r g e n c y .  I m e n t i o n  th i s  on ly  as  an  e x a m p l e  of the  d i f f i cu l ty ,  

I th ink ,  of e f f e c t i n g  a r e f o r m  w h i c h  I t h i n k  is  p e r f e c t l y  s e l f - e v i d e n t  and 

ought  to  be d o n e .  In t he  old d a y s  p e r h a p s  i t  w a s n ' t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  w h e t h e r  

o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  to F P a n c e ,  to E n g l a n d ,  to I ta ly ,  o r  to any  p l a c e  e l s e  w a s  

a n  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  ab l e  p e r s o n  who cou ld  i n t e r p r e t  the  c o u n t r y  to w h i c h  he was  

a s s i g n e d  and cou ld  a d v i s e  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i s e l y .  Tha t  m a y  not  have  b e e n  

i m p o r t a n t  t h e n .  T o d a y  it  is  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  It s e e m s  to m e  h igh  t i m e  tha t  

we  c h a n g e  th i s  a p p r o a c h  and t ha t  we s h o u l d  b e  m u c h  m o r e  c a r e f u l  in the  

s e l e c t i o n  of a m b a s s a d o r s .  

In the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of o u r  p o l i c i e s  w i th  r e g a r d  to p l a c e s  l ike  B e r l i n ,  

a n d  wi th  r e g a r d  to a l l  p l a c e s  f o r  tha t  m a t t e r ,  I t h i n k  the  a d v i c e  of a m b a s s a -  

d o r ~  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  on the  g r o u n d  f l o o r  in t h e s e  a r e a s ,  i n t e r -  

p r e t i n g  the  s e n s e  of the  p e o p l e  of the  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s ,  wou ld  be  e x t r e m e l y  
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i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  a n d  in  

t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  i t s e l f .  T h a t  i s  n ~ e r e l y  o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  I m e a n .  It  

i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  p o i n t ,  a n d  y e t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a d e t a i l  o f  h o w  we  

c o u l d  i m p r o v e  o u r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  h a v e  

b e e n  s t a r t e d  in  a s m a l l  w a y  a n d  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  v e r y  

effective, but which are not expanded. They are still on a very small 

scale. I think they have had a long enough trial period to prove that they 

can be extremely useful for our development of much better relations 

with all parts of the world, even with the Communist countries. I think 

it is one of the hopeful things. But it is certainly important for the non- 

Communist countries. 

I don't know whether you wish to discuss such policies as disarmament. 

I thought I would leave that type of question for the question period, if you 

wish to discuss it. It is a very illusive and difficult subject to make much 

sense of in a few words. 

I would sum up this part of our discussion by merely saying that I think 

we are in an extremely difficult, serious situation, probably more dangerous 

and serious than we have ever confronted before, because we are confronted 

with a very able antagonist. I think, even without that, as I said, many of 

these things ought to be done. But we could never minimize the importance 

of the strength of this antagonist. We had the leader here last fall. I had 

him come to our Committee. Everyone who saw Mr. Khrnshchev was 
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irnpressed with his originality, his vitality, his both physical strength 

and vitality, and his intellectual shrewdness and capacity. So that I 

think we are challenged in a way that we have never been challenged 

before. Russia is a tremendous country. It is three times as large as 

ours physically, and it has a substantially larger population. They are 

concentrating their efforts in a way that we are not. They are allocating 

what resources they have, and their gross national product is only 40 

percent of ours; but they are concentrating it in the areas which are impor- 

tant to national strength--not to consumption of luxury goods or consumers' 

goods of any kind but to those areas of national strength such as the missile 

field, the submarine fielc~ and in the scientific field. They are graduating 

about three times as many engineers as we are. They have concentrated 

their research in the pure sciences. For some unknown reason--I am not 

sure it is unknown--I have my own views as to why--they have excelled us 

in the missile race. I hesitate sometimes to express those views because 

I cannot prove them. But it is a rather remarkable thing that they have 

apparently succeeded in outdistancing us in the long-range missile program 

so  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y .  

So tha t  we  h a v e  th i s  f o r m i d a b l e  a n t a g o n i s t  and we a r e  not  t a k i n g  it 

s e r i o u s l y .  T h a t ' s  w h y  I t h i n k  it  is  so  d a n g e r o u s .  In t h i s  g r e a t  c o u n t r y  

wi th  a g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  we cou ld  do a n y t h i n g  we r e a l l y  w i s h e d  to  do, if 

we  c o u l d  d e c i d e  wha t  we  wan t  to  do, if we  c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  o u r  p u r p o s e s  

and  t h e n  a p p l y  the  e n e r g y  of o u r  c o u n t r y  to the  a c h i e v e m e n t  of t h o s e  p u r p o s e s .  
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We are  not doing it. I can see very  little sign that we are concerned about 

it. 

One aspect  i l lus t ra tes  this to me, and I will conclude with this one 

fur ther  observation about our polit ical  sys tem.  This division of respon-  

sibili ty in your Government is in a sense unprecedented. It is true that 

in our history we have had short periods in which the Executive is con- 

trolled by one party and the Legislature by ~he,,O:~-~r party. This has 

happened at the end of a relatively long period in which one party has con- 

trolled our Government. As the country is about to change over to the 

opposite party, the last two years of a regime have resulted in anticipation 

of the next presidential election, and they have elected the opposite party 

to the Legislature. This happened in the last two years of Wilson and the 

last two years of Hoover, and there are other cases. But, never before 

in our history, certainly not since 1848, has this country elected a President 

of one party and the Legislature of the opposite party in the same time, as 

we did in 1956. 

This to me illustrates a very profound, I think, lack of understanding 

on the part of the American people of their own political system. It is 

surprising how many people think that this is rather a good thing. You hear 

and you read in the paper, "Well, those scoundrels down on the Hill are 

being checked by the President of the opposite party. " Or, if they happen 

to be Democrats, they will say, "Well, the President is vetoing everything 

the good, fine Democrats do on the Hill. " It's either way you like it. 
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T h e r e  w e r e  150 v e t o e s  in the  l a s t  s e s s i o n  of C o n g r e s s .  T h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  

t he  l a c k  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on the  p a r t  of the  p e o p l e ,  the  l a c k  of a n y  p u r -  

p o s e .  T h e y  c a n ' t  m a k e  up t h e i r  m i n d s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  want  the  o b j e c t i v e s  

a s  t h e y  a r e  a t  l e a s t  p r o n o u n c e d  and a n n o u n c e d  by the  R e P u b l i c a n  P a r t y  

o r  t he  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y .  T h e y  t a k e  a s t r a d d l i n g  p o s i t i o n - - " W e ' l l  h a v e  

a l i t t l e  of bo th .  " Th i s  is the  m o s t  d i s a s t r o u s  w a y  t h e y  cou ld  be .  

Of c o u r s e ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  I t h i n k  it  wou ld  be  b e t t e r  to have  a D e m o c r a t i c  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  but  I ' l l  go f u r t h e r  and s a y  tha t  I t h i n k  it wou ld  be b e t t e r  

to have  a R e p u b l i c a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wi th  the  c o n t r o l  of bo th  the  E x e c u t i v e  

and the  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  it  is  to h a v e  th i s  d iv ided  G o v e r n m e n t .  

T h i s  is the  w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  t ha t  you  cou ld  r e a c h  to t h e s e  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .  In a l l  f r a n k n e s s ,  I a m  v e r y  f e a r f u l  t ha t  t h i s  p r o b l e m  wi l l  

not  be s o l v e d  in the  nex t  e l e c t i o n .  If it  is  not  s o l v e d  and  we h a v e  f o u r  

m o r e  y e a r s  of t h i s  k ind of d i v i d e d  G o v e r n m e n t ,  u n a b l e  to t a k e  a n y  c l e a r -  

cu t  p o l i c i e s  and c a r r y  t h e m  t h r o u g h ,  t h e n  I t h ink  the  c o u n t r y  is  in a v e r y  

s e r i o u s  t i m e ,  and i n d e e d  the  f u t u r e  is  e x t r e m e l y  d i m .  

I ' l l  end on tha t  c h e e r f u l  n o t e .  If a n y o n e  cares to a s k  any  q u e s t i o n s ,  

I ' l l  do m y  b e s t .  I d o n ' t  g u a r a n t e e  to a n s w e r  t h e m ,  but  I ' l l  t r y .  

MR.  H I L L :  The  S e n a t o r  is  r e a d y  f o r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  

QUESTION:  S e n a t o r ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  tha t  the  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  of G e r m a n y  

is  a u t h o r i z e d  a r m e d  f o r c e s  on ly  f o r  u s e  in the  c o m m o n  d e f e n s e  of W e s t e r n  

E u r o p e .  It ha s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  r e c e n t l y  tha t  t h e y  h a v e  s t a r t e d  at  l e a s t  p r e -  

l i m i n a r y  negotiations with Spain for bases in that country without consulting 
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~ U ~  ~ r ~ ~ . . . . . . . . . .  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

N A T O .  What  a r e  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  w i th  r e g a r d  to th i s  a c t i o n ?  Do you f ind it 

d i s t u r b i n g  ? 
# 

S E N A T O R  F U L B R I G H T :  Y e s ,  I do.  As  yon know,  tha t  i s  a v e r y  

r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  and it  is  one  on w h i c h  I have  not  had  a n y  b r i e f i n g  o r  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o t h e r  t han  w h a t  ha s  b e e n  in the  p r e s s .  It j u s t  h a p p e n e d  a 

f e w  d a y s  ago .  It s e e m s  to  m e  a v e r y  s t r a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  in tha t  t h e y  

s h o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  s u c h  a s t e p  w i thou t  c o n s u l t i n g  NATO or  c o n s u l t i n g  o u r  

G o v e r n m e n t  a s  a p a r t  of NATO.  I had a s s u m e d  and had  b e l i e v e d  tha t  o u r  

r e l a t i o n s  wi th  M r .  A d e n a u e r  in p a r t i c u l a r  had b e e n  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  and  v e r y  

c o o p e r a t i v e .  T h e r e  m a y  be s o m e t h i n g  abou t  i t  t ha t  I a m  not  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t .  

With  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  t ha t  I h a v e ,  i t  s e e m s  e x t r e m e l y  s t r a n g e  and r a t h e r  

d i s t u r b i n g .  

It m i g h t  m e a n  tha t  t h e y  a r e  l o s i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  in wha t  we p l an  to do 

at  the  S u m m i t  M e e t i n g .  I hope  t ha t  is  not  so .  M r .  A d e n a u e r  is c o m i n g  

h e r e  w i t h i n  a c o u p l e  of w e e k s  o r  s o ,  I n o t i c e  on m y  s c h e d u l e .  But I c a n  

on ly  s a y  tha t  I am not  ~ i n f o r m e d  on tha t  r e a l l y  any  b e t t e r  t han  you  a r e .  

A l l  m e e t i n g s  of m y  C o m m i t t e e  and of a l l  c o m m i t t e e s  have  b e e n  s u s p e n d e d .  

The  u s u a l  b r i e f i n g s  tha t  t a k e  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  the  C o m m i t t e e  and the  D e p a r t m e n t s  

h a v e  b e e n  s u s p e n d e d  d u r i n g  th i s  p r e s e n t  s q u a b b l e  go ing  on on the  H i l l .  Th i s  
a 

a g a i n  i s / v e r y  d i s a s t r o u s  s i t u a t i o n ,  I t h ink .  I had h e a r i n g s  s c h e d u l e d  n e a r l y  

e v e r y  day  th i s  w e e k ,  s e v e r a l  of t h e m  c o n c e r n i n g  the  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  we had 

m a d e  l a s t  y e a r .  I m a y  s a y  f o r  t h o s e  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  tha t  I r e c o m m e n d  

t h o s e  s t u d i e s .  A n u m b e r  of t h e m  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  good, and  I r e g r e t  t ha t  we 
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a r e  not  a b l e  to p r o c e e d  on t h e m .  

I c a n ' t  g ive  you m u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  to s a y  tha t  i t  is  v e r y  

d i s t u r b i n g ;  but  I f e e l  t ha t  we s h o u l d  r e s e r v e  j u d g m e n t  u n t i l  we know a 

l i t t l e  m o r e  abou t  i t .  P e r h a p s  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  k n o w s  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  t han  

wha t  ha s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d .  T h e r e  m a y  be  s o m e  a s p e c t  of it  t ha t  we a r e  

not  a w a r e  of. 

QUESTION:  S e n a t o r ,  you  i n d i c a t e d  tha t  you  t hough t  tha t  one  of  o u r  

b ig  p r o b l e m s  was  tha t  we w e r e  not  a l l o c a t i n g  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  in the  c o r -  

r e c t  d i r e c t i o n .  L o o k i n g  at  the  f a r m  p r o g r a m ,  it a p p e a r s  t ha t  we m i g h t  

be  ab le  to e x t r a c t  qu i t e  a l a r g e  s u m  of m o n e y  f r o m  tha t  p r o g r a m  and app ly  

it to t h i s  m i s s i l e  gap.  If you  b e l i e v e  the  s a m e  th ing ,  how would  you go 

abou t  e x t r a c t i n g  it f r o m  the  f a r m  p r o g r a m  ? 

S E N A T O R  F U L B R I G H T :  To be  s p e c i f i c  abou t  it ,  t h e r e  is  a b i l l  w h i c h  

s e v e r a l  of us have  e x p r e s s e d  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  in .  It p r e s e n t l y  b e a r s  the  

n a m e  of S e n a t o r  T a l m a d g e  of G e o r g i a .  H o w e v e r ,  it  is  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to 

b i l l s  t ha t  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  in the  p a s t . :  It i n v o l v e s  a t w o - p r i c e  

s y s t e m  w h i c h  would  do a w a y  w i th  th i s  who le  p r o c e d u r e  of a c c e p t i n g  a g r i c u l -  
/ 

r u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  and pu t t i ng  t h e m  in  s t o r a g e ,  and p a y i n g  s t o r a g e  on t h e m  

and  t y i n g  up g r e a t  a m o u n t s  of c a s h .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  n e a r l y  

s e v e n  y e a r s ,  the  e x p e n s e  of t h i s  p r o g r a m  has  gone  up t r e m e n d o u s l y .  We 

b e l i e v e - - t h o s e  who a g r e e  wi th  m e ,  m a n y  of us f r o m  the  S o u t h - - t h a t  t h i s  

w h o l e  p r o g r a m  has  b e e n  p e r v e r t e d  and d i s t o r t e d  f r o m  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e ,  

and  tha t  it  ha s  b e e n  l a r g e l y  d o m i n a t e d  by  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I 
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c e r t a i n l y  would  c h a n g e  the  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m .  I would  c h a n g e  it in the  

d i r e c t i o n  of wha t  t h e y  c a l l  the  T a l m a d g e  P r o g r a m .  V e r y  b r i e f l y ,  and 

o v e r s i m p l i f y i n g  it, i t  is  t ha t  t he  G o v e r n m e n t  no l o n g e r  e x t e n d s  l oans  on 

c o m m o d i t i e s ,  and  tha t  the  b a s i c  a m o u n t  of m a t e r i a l s - - c o t t o n  o r  whea t  or  

t o b a c c o ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  is  i n v o l v e d - - i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  is s u p p o r t e d  at  a p a r -  

t i c u l a r  p r i c e  and tha t  a l l  above  tha t  is  so ld  at the  w o r l d  m a r k e t .  

It would  e l i m i n a t e  a l t o g e t h e r  the  p r e s e n t  p r o c e d u r e  of p u r c h a s i n g ,  

t h r o u g h  the  p r o c e s s  of l oans ,  any  c o m m o d i t i e s .  

a C o m m O d i t y  C r e d i t  C o r p o r a t i o n .  Th i s ,  I th ink ,  

t han  we p r e s e n t l y  h a v e .  

I m i g h t  s a y  in  th i s  c o n n e c t i o n  tha t  the  A g r i c u l t u r e  P r o g r a m  w o r k s  

f a i r l y  w e l l .  It d i d n ' t  c o s t  m u c h  m o n e y .  C e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of it ,  s u c h  as  

the  co t ton  p r o g r a m ,  m a d e  m o n e y  up un t i l  1952 o r  1953. T h e y  took  in a 

good d e a l  of co t ton  in c e r t a i n  y e a r s  and t h e y  so ld  it at  a p r o f i t  in l a t e r  

y e a r s .  It o p e r a t e d  f a i r l y  w e l l  as  a s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m .  

The  t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  in p r o d u c t i v i t y  as  a r e s u l t  of s c i e n t i f i c  

d i s c o v e r i e s  in f e r t i l i z a t i o n  and i r r i g a t i o n - - t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  I shou ld  say ,  

of s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s - - b r o u g h t  about  r e m a r k a b l e  i n c r e a s e s  in p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

No one,  I b e l i e v e ,  f o r e s a w  that ,  w i th in  the  s h o r t  s p a c e  of about  20 y e a r s ,  

t he  p e r - a c r e  p r o d u c t i o n  of a c o m m o d i t y  l ike  co t ton  would  be doub led .  It 

w a s .  

The o r i g i n a l  p r o g r a m  was  b a s e d  upon a c r e a g e  c o n t r o l .  What  h a p p e n e d  

was  that~the a c r e a g e  c o n t r o l  b e c a m e  i n e f f e c t i v e .  It was  m a d e  i n e f f e c t i v e  

You would  no l o n g e r  h a v e  

is a f a r  b e t t e r  s y s t e m  
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by the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e s e  n e w  t e c h n i q u e s  in the  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e s e  

v a r i o u s  c r o p s .  It was  an  i n h e r e n t  f au l t  in the  o r i g i n a l  p r o g r a m .  

T h i s  n e w  p r o p o s a l  is  to  get  a w a y  f r o m  a c r e a g e  c o n t r o l s ,  and the  

c o n t r o l s  wou ld  be  on the  c o m m o d i t y  i t se l f ;  tha t  i s ,  i t  wou ld  be  a un i t  

c o n t r o l - - s o  m a n y  b a l e s  o r  so  m a n y  b u s h e l s .  So tha t  I t h i n k  it  cou ld  be  

c u r e d .  

I m a y  s a y  in th i s  c o n n e c t i o n  one  o t h e r  w o r d .  I b e l i e v e  tha t  t h o s e  who 

a r e  not  too  f a m i l i a r  w i th  the  a g r i c u l t u r e  p i c t u r e  would  q u e s t i o n  why  t h e r e  

s h o u l d  be any  i n t e r f e r e n c e  a t  a l l  in  the  f i e ld  of a g r i c u l t u r e  by the  G o v e r n -  

m e n t .  Wel l ,  in a v e r y  b r o a d  way ,  I wou ld  s a y  f o r  the  s a m e  r e a s o n  tha t  

you  h a v e  s i m i l a r  i n t e r f e r e n c e - - y o u  did h a v e  in  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of r a i l -  

r o a d s ,  and  you  do t o d a y  in the  s u b s i d i z a t i o n  of the  a i r c r a f t  i n d u s t r y  in 

m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  and  t h r o u g h  the  t a r i f f  p r o g r a m .  I m e a n ,  t h r o u g h o u t  

o u r  e c o n o m y  you  w i l l  f ind m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  in a l m o s t  a l l  p h a s e s  of b u s i n e s s  

w h e n  at  one  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r ,  o r  e v e n  p r e s e n t l y  in m o s t  of the  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  

is  s o m e  f o r m  of g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  w h i c h  is  d e s i g n e d  to t r y  to b r i n g  about  

m o r e  s t a b i l i t y  w i t h i n  the  r e s p e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  of  o u r  e c o n o m y .  

I have  o f ten  s a i d - - I  am f r o m  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e ,  of c o u r s e ,  o r  

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  s o - - t h a t ,  if  we had  a c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  e c o n o m y ,  wi th  no 

t a r i f f s ,  no s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m  f o r  any  of the  b u s i n e s s  a s p e c t s  of o u r  l i fe ,  

t hen  I t h i n k  the  f a r m e r  cou ld  do a l l  r i g h t .  B e i n g  in a l a r g e  g r o u p  of p e o p l e  

wi th  no o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  he c a n n o t  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  in a m a r k e t  
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which is controlled for everybody else. 

Take big businesses. They do not suffer from the same things that 

agriculture does, because they are controlled very tightly themselves 

at the top--in steel, automobiles, and so on. So that, when there is a 

period of overproduction, they can control their production but they do 

not lower their prices. This was demonstrated during the last year and 

the year before. They are able to bring about, in other words, some 

degree of stability within their particular part of our economy. 

The farmers are not able to do that because of the nature of the indus- 

try. It is spread all over the country and there is no mechanism by which 

they can protect their industry from the demoralization of competition and 

the breaking of the prices. We had this for many, many years. The 

great depressions, going back for 50 or 75 years, were usually contributed 

to, if not brought about, by the demoralization in the field of agriculture. 

So that this was a policy that was intended to benefit the whole economy, 

not just agriculture. I think some form of regulation, or participation by 

the Government in the regulation, of agriculture is just as essential as 

are these other programs of assistance by the Government, and it is a 

question of reaching a wise one. No one that I know of hardly believes 

tha t  the  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in a g r i c u l t u r e  is s a t i s f a c t o r y .  It is  a q u e s t i o n  

of w o r k i n g  it out .  

QUESTION:  S e n a t o r ,  t u r n i n g  to y o u r  c o m m e n t s  on the  q u e s t i o n  of 

the  f o r m  of g o v e r n m e n t s  tha t  s o m e  of the  new, u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  
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a r e  t a k i n g ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  m a k e  o u r  f o r m  o f  

d e m o c r a c y  w o r k ,  I w o n d e r ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n  

i n f o r m e d  e l e c t o r a t e  o r  a b a s e  t h a t  i s  e d u c a t e d ,  a n d  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  

r e l i g i o u s  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  a m o n g  t h e i r  e d u c a t e d  

c l a s s e s  t h a t  w e  do ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  we  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  

s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  o f  a W e s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  is  r e a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  e v e r y  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  t a k e  s u c h  a f o r m .  

S E N A T O R  F U L B R I G H T :  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a v e r y  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  

I t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m i s t a k e s  w e  h a v e  m a d e  in  t h e  p a s t  i s  i n s i s t i n g  : o n  

u r g i n g  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  t r y  t o  i m i t a t e  o u r  s y s t e m .  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  

ex l~ee t  t h e m  t o .  Y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y  w e  

s h o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  t h e m  t o .  We s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  s y s t e m  

w h i c h  i s  b e s t  s u i t e d  to  t h e i r  o w n  c a p a c i t i e s ,  

b y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

t o  m a k e  t h i s  o p e r a t e  a l o n g  t i m e  o n  o u r  o w n .  

t h a t  i s ,  c a p a c i t i e s  d e t e r m i n e d  

A f t e r  a l l ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  

We h a v e  i n h e r i t e d  t r a d i t i o n s  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  f o r  

500  y e a r s  b e f o r e  w e  c a m e  a l o n g .  It i s  m u c h  t o o  m u c h  t o  e x p e c t  s o m e  of  

t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  i m i t a t e  u s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  

s y s t e m ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  d e v o l v e d .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  

l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  a p p l y i n g  i t  t o  t h e s e  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o u n t r i e s .  G o o d n e s s  

k n o w s ,  we  a r e  h a v i n g  o u r  p r o b l e m s .  I m e n t i o n e d  a f e w  o f  t h e m .  We a r e  

f a r  f r o m  p e r f e c t i n g  o u r  s y s t e m  o u r s e l v e s .  So  t h a t  I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  m a d e  

a m i s t a k e  in  t r y i n g  t o  i n s i s t  a n d  in  c r i t i c i s i n g  c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  h a v e  
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t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  w e  h a v e .  T h e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a u t h o r -  

i t a r i a n  s y s t e m  i s  m u c h  s i m p l e r  t o  a r r a n g e .  Of  c o u r s e  o u r  d a n g e r  i s  in  

k e e p i n g  t h e m  f r o m  g o i n g  a l l  t h e  w a y  i n t o  a C o m m u n i s t  s y s t e m .  T h a t  w o u l d  

d e f e a t  o u r  p u r p o s e s .  

T a k e  P a k i s t a n  a s  a g o o d  r e c e n t  e x a m p l e .  I b e l i e v e  o u r  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  

b e ,  a n d  a s  f a r  a s  I k n o w  i t  i s j  t o  e n c o u r a g e  A y u i b  i n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  r e e s t a b -  

l i s h  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  o r d e r l y  g o v e r n m e n t  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  c r i t i -  

c i z e  h i m .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p e o p l e  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  s o m e  a r e  m y  c o l l e a g u e s ,  

w h o  d o  c r i t i c i z e  h i m  a n d  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a t e r r i b l e  t h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  w h y  s h o u l d  w e  h e l p  t h e m  a t  a l l ,  a n d  we  s h o u l d  o s t r a c i z e  

t h e m ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  

Y o u  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  F r a n c o  S p a i n .  

I t  i s n ' t  t h a t  w e  t h i n k  t h a t  s y s t e m  i s  t h e  b e s t  b u t ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h e  i s  

t h e r e  a n d  h e  i s  s e r v i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  S p a i n  a s  a s t a b l e ,  f r e e  

c o u n t r y ,  a n d  w e  s h o u l d  h e l p  t h e m  in  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  f a s h i o n ,  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  

e v e n t u a l l y  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a g r a d u a l  e v o l u t i o n  to  a m o r e  l i b e r a l  s y s t e m .  

I a g r e e  w i t h  y o u .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a m i s t a k e  t o  b e  t o o  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  s u c c e e d i n g .  I m e n t i o n e d  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  s i m p l y  t o  

e m p h a s i z e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  n o t  t a k i n g  a s  s e r i o u s l y  a s  i t  s h o u l d  

i t s  p r e d i c a m e n t  in  t h i s  m o d e r n  w o r l d .  

Q U E S T I O N :  S i r ,  a s  y o u  k n o w ,  w e  h a v e  a p a p e r  on  b a s i c  U. S .  p o l i c y .  

D o  I i n t e r p r e t  c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  y o u r  c o n c l u d i n g  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  a s e n s e  

o f  d i r e c t i o n  a r e  n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a p e r  a n d  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  
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of tha t  p a p e r  d o e s  not g ive  us a s e n s e  of d i r e c t i o n ?  If y o u r  a n s w e r  is 
c 

yes ,  o r  e v e n  if it  is  no, wha t  r o l e  d o e s  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  p lay  in d e v e l o p i n g  

o u r  b a s i c  U. S. p o l i c y ?  

S E NATOR F U L B R I G H T :  I would  s ay  n o r m a l l y  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the  f o r e i g n  f ie ld ,  do not  i n i t i a t e  p o l i c y .  The  n o r m a l  

r o l e  in our  s y s t e m  is  tha t  t he  E x e c u t i v e ,  wi th  t h e i r  g r e a t  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  

w h e t h e r  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t - - I  e m p h a s i z e  

S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t - - a n d  D e f e n s e ,  i n i t i a t e  p o l i c i e s  and s u b m i t  t h e m  to  the  

Congress, and their function is to refine, to criticize, and to improve, 

if they can, upon those policies. That's the nature of the organization. 

You've got experts who do nothing else in the State Department. That's 

rny field. Let us use that. You've got some fine, well educated, trained 

men who have spent 20 or 30 years doing nothing but studying our foreign 

policy, our history, the history of our relations with other countries, and 

t h e y  a r e  e x p e r t s  in the  s a m e  way tha t  y o u r  a r t i l l e r y  m e n ,  w e ' l l  s a y ,  o r  

y o u r  s u b m a r i n e  m e n  a r e  e x p e r t s .  

Now we have  C o n g r e s s m e n  and S e n a t o r s .  Take  m y s e l f .  I have  to~e  
] 

e l e c t e d  by the  p e o p l e  of  A r k a n s a s .  A l l  l a s t  f a i l  I, l ike  a l l  m y  c o l l e a g u e s ,  

s p e n t  t he  who le  fa l l  go ing  about  i n f o r m i n g  m y s e l f  about  the  c o n d i t i o n s  in 

A r k a n s a s  and s p e a k i n g  to the  p e o p l e .  I did not  s p e n d  two h o u r s  f r o m  

S e p t e m b e r  un t i l  D e c e m b e r  s t u d y i n g  our  f o r e i g n  po l i cy .  I was  s t u d y i n g  

s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t .  Now, 

p r o b l e m s  of a d o m e s t i c  n a t u r e ,  

we have a certain competence on all the 

through personal experience. Actually, 

24 



f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  is  v e r y  m u c h  a s i d e  l ine  wi th  a l l  S e n a t o r s .  When we ge t  

b a c k  h e r e  we b e g i n  to h a v e  h e a r i n g s ,  and  we h a v e  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  

the  C o m m i t t e e  a u t h o r i z e s  and  w h i c h  we h a v e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  r e p u t -  

ab l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  the  g r e a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  o t h e r s .  T h e n  

we u s e  wha t  c o m m o n  s e n s e  we h a v e  to  t r y  to  a p p l y  tha t  k n o w l e d g e  as  

a g a i n s t  the  p o l i c y  w h i c h  the  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o m m e n d s .  

T h i s  i s  t he  u s u a l  f u n c t i o n .  We hope  to i m p r o v e  it and we a p p r o v e  i t .  

T h a t  is  the  f u n c t i o n  a s  s t a t e d  in o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The  i n i t i a t i o n  of p o l i c y ,  

the  r e c o g n i t i o n  of f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s ,  is  an  E x e c u t i v e  f u n c t i o n .  A d v i c e  

and  c o n s e n t  is  t he  p h r a s e  t ha t  I t h ink  s o r t  of d e s c r i b e s  the  f u n c t i o n  of 

the  C o n g r e s s  and i ts  c o m m i t t e e s .  

Now, it i s  t r u e  t ha t  w h e n  we  b e c o m e  v e r y  i m p a t i e n t ,  a s  I h a v e  b e c o m e  

and  m a n y  of us  h a v e ,  w i th  the  l a c k  of d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  the  S ta t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o r  the  E x e c u t i v e ,  we t r y  to f u r n i s h  tha t  i n i t i a t i v e .  To  g ive  you  an i l l u s -  

t r a t i o n ,  j u s t  a y e a r  ago  now,  m y  C o m m i t t e e  u n d e r t o o k  a r e v i s i o n  of the  

F o r e i g n  Aid  P r o g r a m .  We c a l l e d  in e x p e r t s  f r o m  a l l  o r  m a n y  of o u r  

b e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  M. I . T .  T h e y  h a p p e n  to  have  a c o u p l e  of m e n  

up t h e r e  who  h a v e  s p e n t  g r e a t  t i m e  and  e f f o r t  on the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of p o l i c y  

in  the  f i e ld  of f o r e i g n  a s s i s t a n c e .  The  C o m m i t t e e  b r o u g h t  out a b i l l  in  w h i c h  

t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  f e a t u r e s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  

To  be  s p e c i f i c ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  we  s a i d  tha t  the  f o r e i g n  a id  p r o g r a m ,  the  

a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ,  s h o u l d  be  put  on a l o n g - t e r m  b a s i s .  We b e l i e v e ,  and 

I s t i l l  b e l i e v e ,  t ha t  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  of t r e a t i n g  it  a s  an  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  w h e r e  
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you  a u t h o r i z e  f o r  on ly  one y e a r  and  you  a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  on ly  one  y e a r  

a t r e m e n d o u s  p r o g r a m  of e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  ha s  w i t h i n  it i n h e r e n t l y  

a s e r i o u s  d e f e c t  tha t  p r e v e n t s  good  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  In o r d e r  to c a r r y  on 

th i s  p r o g r a m  we m u s t  a p p r o a c h  it o v e r  a long  p e r i o d - - f i v e  y e a r s ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  and  we s h o u l d  m a k e  p l a n s  f o r  f ive  y e a r s .  

We b r o u g h t  t h i s  b i l l  out .  T h a t  was  one of the  p r i n c i p a l  t h i n g s .  T h e r e  

w e r e  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  in i t .  We r e c o m m e n d e d  tha t  in L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  the  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  in L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  be  r e s t r i c t e d  

and  r e d u c e d .  Tha t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  wha t  the  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e c o m m e n d e d .  

We r e c o m m e n d e d  in c o n n e c t i o n  wi th  th i s  l o n g - t e r m  p r o g r a m  tha t ,  i n s t e a d  

of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  an  a n n u a l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  

we g ive  the  E x e c u t i v e  the  b o r r o w i n g  a u t h o r i t y ,  tha t  t h e y  be  g i v e n  a u t h o r i t y  

to  b o r r o w  up to a c e r t a i n  l i m i t  of $3 b i l l i o n  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of f ive  y e a r s  

of  the  m o n e y  f o r  the  f i n a n c i n g  of the  d e v e l o p m e n t  l oan  fund .  

What  h a p p e n e d  in th i s  c a s e  is ,  t he  T r e a s u r y  b e c a m e  c o n c e r n e d  abou t  

i t s  i n a b i l i t y  to s e l l  i ts  b o n d s .  It e x e r c i s e s  i n f l u e n c e  wi th  the  Whi te  House ,  

and  it  c a u s e d  the  Whi te  H o u s e  to w i t h d r a w  i ts  s u p p o r t ,  o r  in e f f e c t  to 

o p p o s e ,  t h i s  b i l l  of the  C o m m i t t e e .  The  S ta t e  D e p a r t m e n t  in t h i s  c a s e  

was in agreement with the Committee. 

Department, with many individuals--I, 

We had consulted with the State 

particularly, with the Under Secretary. 

The  S e c r e t a r y  was  a w a y  m u c h  of th i s  p e r i o d ,  as  you  r e c a l l ,  in G e n e v a  and  

o t h e r  p l a c e s .  The  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r .  Di l lon ,  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  

a b o u t  t h i s  and w a s  in a g r e e m e n t .  H e r e  is  an  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of wha t  h a p p e n s  
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in an administration which is lacking in strong and determined leadership. 

So, what happened? It was defeated on the floor. Here is an example of 

the effort, the attempt, by the Legislature to exert leadership, and it 

failed. 

Generally speaking, it will not succeed very well because of the nature 

of our system. This is only one recent example. Generally speaking, you 

don't have committees bringing out programs of that kind. As I said a 

moment ago, I think there is great misunderstanding about the nature of 

this complicated system of ours. 

The Legislature plays a very important part, but it is not the 

initiating part, expecially in foreign relations. A man who spends his 

life in an agricultural state, such as I do, I think, can make recommenda- 

tions about, we'll say, cotton that are probably as gooda or better, generally 

speaking, and knows more about it than Mr. Benson does. He doesn't know 

anything about cotton. He comes from Utah and spent his life as an apostle 

of the Mormon Church. That's all very well. He is, I am sure, a fine 

man. But I don't think he knows anything about cotton. 

You can go on down through the various aspects of our economy. I 

may also go further and say that most people apparently don't understand 

that the courts under our system are not supposed to legislate. They are 

supposed to apply the law as passed by the Congress and approved by the 

President. But our Supreme Court is not conscious of any such limitation. 

It seems to regard itself as the Legislature, just like the Congress. This 
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comes from this confusion over what our system is and the basic principles 

of our system. 

QUESTION: Senator, you mentioned that the uncommitted countries 

of the world tend to watch what we do here, rather than what we say, or 

words to that effect. As you know, the preponderance of the uncommitted 

countries of the world are Afro-Asian. Would you comment, please, on 

what effect our actions might have on them concerning the squabble on the 

Hill at this time ? 

SENATOR FULBRIGHT: Well, I don't know whether they understand 

the squabble or not. I assume they don't. Very few Americans do. I 

expect they are greatly puzzled by it, although I think in the foreign field 

what the Executive says and does attracts much more attention. I don't 

know. It is very disturbing to me. I would think that they will be very 

puzzled and wonder whether or not these Americans know how to run their 

Government. I would say that to the extent they do notice it, it would be 

a very puzzling and disturbing element--disturbing to those who are dis- 

posed to be friendly. I am quite sure that the Communists take considerable 

pleasure in our discomforture. I don't think there is any doubt about that. 

I might point out that from my point of view we are not the moving 

party in this matter. We are strictly fighting a defensive role. We didn't 

initiate this battle. My own belief is that this recurrent battle becomes 

very pronounced and becomes very lively only in the presidential election 

years. Last year there wasn't very much said about these so-called civil 
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well as in the state laws, 

vote freely. 

Now, as we all know, 

r i g h t s .  But,  j u s t  b e f o r e  you  get  an  e l e c t i o n  c o m i n g  up, you  f ind the  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  the  S t a t e s  of New Y o r k ,  I l l i n o i s ,  M i c h i g a n ,  and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a  b e c o m i n g  e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th i s  t ype  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Of c o u r s e  m y  own b e l i e f  ::is, t he  p r i m a r y  m o t i v e  in th i s  i s  p o l i t i c s  t r y i n g  

to c o n c i l i a t e  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  of v o t e r s  in t h e s e  b ig  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t e r s .  

When  it c o m e s  to the  a s s e s s m e n t  of b l a m e ,  if  t ha t  is  wha t  you  w o n d e r ,  

and  m a y b e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  m e a n t  why  do we,  as  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  r e s i s t  t h i s ,  

a l l  I c a n  s a y  is  tha t  we  b e l i e v e  i t  is  u n j u s t i f i e d  and  it  is  o u r  du ty  to r e s i s t  

i t .  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  o r  not  you c a n  be  p e r s u a d e d  of i t .  C e r t a i n l y  the  

W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t i s  not  p e r s u a d e d  of i t .  We f e e l  j u s t i f i e d  in o b j e c t i n g  to 

t h i s  k ind of i n v a s i o n  of t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  of t he  p e o p l e  

tha t  we r e p r e s e n t .  I t h i n k  we  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  in i t .  

I m a y  s a y  I do not  t h ink  o u r  p r e s s  g i v e s  a f a i r  p i c t u r e  of wha t  is  i n v o l v e d .  

Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  you  wouldmbt b e l i e v e ,  if you d i d n ' t  s t u d y  the  

d e b a t e s  and the  b i l l s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  is  a c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  r i g h t  to  v o t e .  

I deny that that is the primary thing at all. In fact I think it is not involved. 

I think the right to vote on the part of the colored people, insofar as legis- 

lation can give it, is already in the law, in the existing legislation. Criminal 

p e n a l t i e s ,  as  w e l l  a s  c i v i l  r e m e d i e s ,  a r e  a l r e a d y  in the  F e d e r a l  l a w s  as  

and a r e  qu i t e  a m p l e  to g u a r a n t e e  the  r i g h t  to 

I do not  a s s e r t  t ha t  t h e y  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  e n f o r c e d .  

I do not  b e l i e v e  tha t  the  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  is  u s i n g  the  p o w e r  tha t  he  now 
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h a s  to e n f o r c e  the  l aw.  T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  why  I t h i n k  tha t  it i s n ' t  

r e a l l y  the  w e l f a r e  of t he  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  tha t  is  i n v o l v e d .  I t ' s  t h e i r  v o t e s  

t h e y  a r e  a f t e r .  The  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  is  not  b r i n g i n g  s u i t s  tha t  he is  

a u t h o r i z e d  to b r i n g  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  l aw .  He h a s  b r o u g h t  on ly  two,  I th ink ,  

o r  f o u r  u n d e r  the  1957 law.  Two  of t h e m  w e r e  s u s t a i n e d  in t he  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t  on ly  a few days  ago .  

So t h e r e  a r e  a m p l e  l a w s .  T h e r e  a r e  v e r y  s e v e r e  p e n a l t i e s  a l r e a d y  

in t he  l aw  a g a i n s t  a n y o n e  who i n t e r f e r e s .  But it is  l ike  s a y i n g  the  l aws  

a g a i n s t  m u r d e r  a r e  not  adequa te ,  b e c a u s e  you  c o n t i n u e  to  h a v e  m a n y  

m u r d e r s .  G o o d n e s s  k n o w s ,  we a r e  h a v i n g  m o r e  and  m o r e ,  h e r e  in  

W a s h i n g t o n  and  in New Y o r k .  Tha t  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  t h e r e  a r e  not  any  l aws  

on i t .  You m u s t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e r e  i s  a l i m i t  to  wha t  a l aw can  do.  It d o e s  

no good a t  a l l ,  o n c e  you  h a v e  an  a d e q u a t e  l aw on the  b o a r d ,  to k e e p  p u t t i n g  

on m o r e  and  m o r e  l a w s .  The  one we p a s s e d  in  1957 g i v e s  the  A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a l  the  r i g h t  to go in  and s u e  in  b e h a l f  of the  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  whom 

t h e r e  is  a l l e g e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

Now you  s ay ,  "Wel l ,  w h a t ' s  the  m a t t e r  in c e r t a i n  a r e a s  in the  South,  

o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  tha t  t h e y  r e s i s t  t h e s e  l aws  ? "  It m a y  w e l l  be  t ha t  t h e r e  a r e  

p e o p l e  who a r e  m i s g u i d e d  and who a r e  too  p r o v i n c i a l ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  way  you 

l ike  to d e s c r i b e  it, and  r e s i s t  t he  law,  j u s t  as  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p e o p l e  who  

d o n ' t  a b i d e  by a n y  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  law,  who v i o l a t e  the  p a r k i n g  s t a t u t e s ,  and 

so  on, who m u r d e r  p e o p l e ,  who s t e a l ,  and who do a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  Y o u  
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h a v e  s o m e  p e o p l e  who  do .  T h e  r e m e d y  i s  no t  t o  p a s s  c o n t i n u a l l y  m o r e  

a nd  m o r e  l a w s .  T h e  r e m e d y  is  t o  e n f o r c e  w h a t  i s  on  t h e  b o o k s  n o w .  

L e t  m e  g i v e  one  o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  n o w  p r o p o s i n g  t h a t  we 

h a v e  a F e d e r a l  R e g i s t r a r  s y s t e m .  T h a t  i s  p a r t  of t h i s  D i r k s e n  p r o p o s a l .  

We had  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  in  1872 a F e d e r a l  R e g i s t r a r  s y s t e m  w h i c h  w a s  

p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  It p r o v e d  to  be  t h e  s o u r c e  of s u c h  c o r r u p t i o n  of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  

t h a t  i t  w a s  r e p e a l e d .  It h ad  v e r y  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  in t h e  f i e l d  of 

e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A m e n d m e n t  and  t h e  V o l s t e a d  A c t  had  in t h e  

f i e l d  of s o b r i e t y  and  m o r a l i t y .  I m e a n  i t  d e f e a t e d  i t s  own  p u r p o s e .  I 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  p e r s o n  now t h i n k s  t h a t  P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  a s u c -  

c e s s .  T h a t  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  we a r e  a l l  f o r  d r u n k e n n e s s  a n d  a l c o h o l i s m .  It 

m e r e l y  m e a n s  t h a t  t h a t  r e m e d y  is  no t  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  

A l l  we a r e  a s k i n g  in  t h e  c a s e  of  r e g i s t r a r s  i s ,  f o r  g o o d n e s s '  s a k e ,  : 

go  b a c k  a nd  l o o k  at  t h e  h i s t o r y  b o o k .  Go b a c k  and  s e e  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  

y o u  had  F e d e r a l  r e g i s t r a r s .  It  l ed  to  m u c h  g r e a t e r  c o r r u p t i o n  t h a n  we  h a v e  

n o w .  It w a s  in  e f f e c t  d e l e g a t i n g  to  t h e  r e g i s t r a r s  t he  c o n t r o l  of e l e c t i o n s .  

T h e s e  f e l l o w s  w e n t  a r o u n d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  b o u g h t  and  s o l d  

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  s e a t s  j u s t  l i k e  y o u  buy  c a t t l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  r e g i s t e r  

a n y b o d y  t h e y  l i k e d  and  j u s t  b r i n g  t h e m  in  a t h o u s a n d  and  two  t h o u s a n d  at  

a t i m e  and  v o t e  t h e m .  T h e y  had  t h e  w h o l e  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e y  had  no l o c a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

T h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  s o m e  r e s t r a i n t .  It  is  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  l e v e l  of e d u c a t i o n ,  and  to  t he  s o c i a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
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of the  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h e t h e r  o r  not  t h e i r  R e p u b l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  do 

t h e i r  job p r o p e r l y .  T h e r e  is  t ha t  l o c a l  r e s t r a i n t .  A m a n  who l i v e s  in 

h i s  own c o m m u n i t y ,  m a k e s  h i s  l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  and  r a i s e s  h i s  f a m i l y  doesnTt 

o f t en  e n g a g e  in too  m u c h  s k u l l d u g g e r y ,  b e c a u s e  he  has  to l ive  w i th  i t .  

You b r i n g  in a r e g i s t r a r  who l i v e s  in A l a s k a  o r  in t he  S ta t e  of W a s h i n g t o n  

and  s e n d  h im down to do s o m e t h i n g  in G e o r g i a .  He is  go ing  to be  t h e r e  

on ly  f o r  tha t  e l e c t i o n .  He c a n  do e v e r y t h i n g  he  l i k e s  and  t h e n  go b a c k  

and  l e a v e  h i s  c r i m e s  in G e o r g i a .  T h a t  is  wha t  h a p p e n e d ,  a s  you w i l l  f ind 

if  you  b o t h e r  to  r e a d  the  d e b a t e s  t ha t  t ook  p l a c e  at  t he  t i m e  of  the  r e p e a l  

of t h e s e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t r a r  A c t s .  T h e y  w e r e  p a r t  of the  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

You would  s a y  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  m i s g u i d e d .  

Tha t  is  not  the  s o l u t i o n .  A c t u a l l y ,  I t h i n k  the  on ly  s o l u t i o n  t h e r e  is  

to  t r y  to  r e a c h  a b e t t e r  l e v e l  of t o l e r a n c e  and  r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  is  p r i m a r i l y  

one  of  e d u c a t i o n .  You c a n ' t  s o l v e  m a n y  of t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  by l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  m i s g u i d e d  who t h i n k  tha t  f o r  e v e r y  ev i l  t ha t  d e v e l o p s  

in a s t a t e  a l l  you  have  to do is  p a s s  a l aw.  T h a t ' s  n o n s e n s e .  F o r  m a n y  

of t he  e v i l s  t ha t  I c i t e d ,  you c a n ' t  e v e n  b e g i n  to  p a s s  l a w s .  

who a r e  v i c i o u s  in t h e i r  h a b i t s ,  who l ie ,  c h e a t ,  and so  on, 

t h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  you can  do abou t  t h e m .  T h e r e  is  no c u r e ,  

e x c e p t  e d u c a t i o n .  

So tha t  wha t  you h a v e  done ,  a l l  you can  do, 

c a n  do is  to i n s u r e  the  f r e e d o m  to v o t e .  

s t a t e ,  wi th  w h i c h  I a m  f a m i l i a r ,  t h e y  do.  
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The  t r u t h  of i t  is  t ha t  in m y  h o m e  
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C o m m i s s i o n  in J a n u a r y ,  and  I put  th i s  l e t t e r  in the  r e c o r d ,  a s k i n g  t h e m  

to i n f o r m  m e  if t h e r e  had  b e e n  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  m y  Sta te  on i n t e r -  

f e r e n c e  of the  r i g h t  to vo t e ,  and  we had  none  a t  a l l .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

s o m e  f r o m  o t h e r  S t a t e s  but  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  few,  r e l a t i v e l y .  

It i s  a q u e s t i o n  of e n f o r c e m e n t ,  not  one  of the  l a c k  of l aw.  Do you 

s e e  a n y  of th i s  in the  p a p e r ?  

e m p h a s i z e s  the  v o t i n g  a s p e c t .  

f r o m  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  

T h a t  is  the  m e a t  of i t .  

t o - v o t e  a s p e c t  of i t .  

Not a t  a l l .  A c t u a l l y ,  th i s  b i l l  o v e r -  

The  r e a l  o b j e c t i v e  of the  b i l l ,  a s i d e  

is  to f o r c e  i n t e g r a t i o n  in the  s c h o o l s .  

It is  d i s g u i s e d  p r i m a r i l y  in the  s o - c a l l e d  r i g h t -  

Th i s  t e l l s  m y  v i e w ,  and  th i s  i s  a po in t  of v i e w  w h i c h  y o u r  p r e s s ,  

b e i n g  a s  p r e j u d i c e d  a s  it  i s ,  r e f u s e s  to e v e n  p r e s e n t .  I m e a n ,  t h e y  

d o n ' t  s a y ,  " T h i s  is  the  p o s i t i o n  of the  S e n a t o r  f r o m  A r k a n s a s ,  " o r  of 

a n y b o d y  e l s e .  T h e y  i g n o r e  wha t  the  p o s i t i o n  i s .  T h e y  s u g g e s t ,  " T h e  

i g n o r a n t  S o u t h e r n e r s  d o n ' t  wan t  the  p o o r  N e g r o  to  v o t e .  Tha t  a l l  t h e r e  

is to i t . "  In m y  v i e w  tha t  is  not  so .  It is  a d i s t o r t i o n  of the  a c t u a l  f ac t .  

MR.  HILL:  T h a n k  you  v e r y  m u c h ,  on b e h a l f  of the  C o m m a n d a n t  

and  the  f a c u l t y ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  of the  s t u d e n t s ,  f o r  y o u r  s k i l l  and  e a s e  

in a n s w e r i n g  a v e r y  wide  r a n g e  of q u e s t i o n s .  
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