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Dr .  E d w a r d  W. Fox ,  P r o f e s s o r  of M o d e r n  E u r o p e a n  H i s t o r y ,  
C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  was  b o r n  in  Sea t t l e  in 1911. He  was  e d u c a t e d  at  
H a r v a r d  r e c e i v i n g  an A . B .  in  1935, an  A . M .  in 1937, and a P h . D .  in 
1942. He  began  h is  c a r e e r  as  an  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  H a r v a r d  in  1941 and  in  
1945 to 1946 was  Chief ,  P o l i c y  A n a l y s i s  S e c t i o n ,  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
S ta te .  He b e c a m e  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r ,  m o d e r n  E u r o p e a n  h i s t o r y  a t  
C o r n e l l  in  1946 and was  m a d e  p r o f e s s o r  in 1957. He has  b e e n  an 
h i s t o r i c a l  a d v i s e r  to the Oxfo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  s i n c e  1948. Th i s  
i s  h i s  f i r s t  l e c t u r e  a t  the I n d u s t r i a l  Co l l ege .  
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C O L O N E L  H A W K I N S :  G e n t l e m e n :  T o d a y  we  s t a r t  s t u d y i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s  i n  o u r  c o u r s e  o n  C o n t e m p o r a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
P o l i t i c s .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  w e  t a k e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  i s  " T h e  P o s i t i o n  o f  
F r a n c e  i n  W o r l d  A f f a i r s .  " 

N o t  too  l o n g  a g o  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a f e w  of  u s  w h o  f e l t  t h a t  F r a n c e  
w a s  d o w n  f o r  the  c o u n t ,  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  e v e n  s o m e  w h o  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  F r a n c e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o u n t e d  o u t .  H o w e v e r ,  r e c e n t  e v e n t s  
h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  p r o v e d  t h i s  to  be  f a l s e ,  a n d  t he  r e a s o n i n g  i n  b a c k  of  
t h i s  a n d  t he  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  of  F r a n c e  d e s e r v e  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  d e -  
s e r v e  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  

To guide our thought in this field today we have a very distin- 
guished historian from Cornel1 University, the Professor of Modern 

• European History. 

I t  i s  a p l e a s u r e  to p r e s e n t  to  t h e  c l a s s ,  D r .  E d w a r d  W. F o x  of  
C o r n e l l .  

DR .  F O X :  G e n e r a l  M u n d y ,  C o l o n e l  H a w k i n s ,  G e n t l e m e n :  I t  i s  
a p l e a s u r e  to  c o m e  a n d  t a l k  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t  F r a n c e .  I t  i s  a s u b j e c t  
t h a t  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  to  m y  h e a r t  a s  w e l l  a s  to m y  i n t e r e s t .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  
o n l y  f a i r  to  y o u  to  w a r n  y o u  t h a t  I a m  v e r y  l i k e l y  to  t a k e  a f a v o r a b l e  
v i e w  of  F r e n c h  a f f a i r s .  I w a s  n o t  o n e  w h o  c o u n t e d  F r a n c e  o u t .  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  to  t h i n k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  m y  b e l i e f  t h a t  F r a n c e  i s  n o t  o u t  w a s  
b a s e d  o n  m o r e  t h a n  a n  a t t a c h m e n t ,  w h i c h  I a m  r e a l l y  q u i t e  r e a d y  to 
o w n  to ,  b u t  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  the  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  s y m -  
p a t h e t i c  s t u d y .  

T o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u b j e c t ,  t i t h e  P o s i t i o n  of  F r a n c e  i n  W o r l d  
A f f a i r s , "  I t h i n k  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m e  to g i v e  y o u  m y  p i c t u r e  o f  
w o r l d  a f f a i r s  i n  o r d e r  to  p r o v i d e  m y  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  F r a n c e  w i t h  s o m e  
f r a m e .  I s h a l l  t r y  to  do  t h a t  b r i e f l y ,  a n d  w h i l e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  w h a t  
I h a v e  to s a y  w i l l  c o m e  to y o u  a s  a n y  v e r y  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  a s  a b a c k g r o u n d .  

I t  s e e m s  to m e  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  w o r l d  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  w i l l  
b e  d o m i n a t e d  m o r e  by  w h a t  o u r  r e c e n t  g u e s t  f r o m  the  S o v i e t  U n i o n  
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r e f e r r e d  to a s  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  the  two b l o c s  o r  h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  
o u r  c o u n t r y .  F u r t h e r ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a v e r y  g o o d  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  
w e  w i l l  n o t  be e n g a g e d  in  a m a j o r  w a r ,  bu t  t h a t  i n s t e a d  we  w i l l  be  c o n -  
t i n u i n g  w h a t  we  h a v e  c a l l e d  a n d  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to c a l l  t he  c o l d  
w a r ,  o r  a s  C h a i r m a n  K h r u s h c h e v  r e f e r r e d  to i t ,  a s  " p e a c e f u l  c o m p e -  
t i t i o n .  " 

The elements in the "competition" are really quite complex, but 
certain main ones are easily identifiable, and a very important key to 
them would seem to be industrial production, or national wealth. To 
a large extent this competition will be directed toward countries which 
are not either the U. S. A. or the U. S. S. R. or their immediate and 
closest associates but with the more--I  was going to say uncommitted, 
but in fact more or less--committed parts of the earth. 

I h a v e  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  we  m a y  be e x a g g e r a t i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  l e a s t  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s o m e  of  the  s o - c a l l e d  u n c o m m i t t e d  c o u n -  
t r i e s ,  b e c a u s e  the  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of  t he  w o r l d  
i s  n o t  e q u a l .  I h a r d l y  n e e d  to t e l l  y o u  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  m a d e  
u p  of  a g o o d  m a n y  f a c t o r s ;  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  h u m a n  s k i l l s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  s o  on .  So w h a t  I a m  c o m i n g  to ,  q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y ,  
i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  one  of the  r e a l  k e y s  to t he  o u t c o m e  of  the  
c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  w i l l  be the  p o s i t i o n  of  E u r o p e .  I t  
i s  o n l y  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  I s e e  the  p o s i t i o n  of F r a n c e  a s  b e i n g  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  m e a n i n g f u l .  

I f e e l  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  o n  
t h a t  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to  the  o u t c o m e  of  the  p a r t i c u l a r  p h a s e  of  o u r  c o m -  
p e t i t i o n .  F i r s t  i s  t he  u n i f i c a t i o n  of  E u r o p e  a n d  s e c o n d  i s  t he  d e v e l o p -  
m e n t  of  u n i f i e d  E u r o p e  a s  a f a c t o r  i n  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s .  Q u i t e  s i m p l y :  
W i l l  a u n i f i e d  E u r o p e  be  c l o s e r  to u s  o r  w i l l  i t  t e n d  to t a k e  a m o r e  i n -  
d e p e n d e n t  p o s i t i o n ?  I t  s e e m s  to m e  t h a t  t he  c h a n c e s  t h a t  w h a t  we  
t h i n k  of  a s  E u r o p e - - o r  p e r h a p s  we s h o u l d  c a l l  i t  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  o r  
E u r o p e  W e s t  of  the  I r o n  C u r t a i n - - w i l l  be u n f r i e n d l y  to  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
o r  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be f r i e n d l y  to the  E a s t e r n  b l o c  a r e  s o  s l i g h t  a s  h a r d l y  tc  
be  a s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  the  i m m e d i a t e  f u t u r e .  

I m i g h t  s t o p  f o r  o n e  m i n u t e  h e r e  a n d  s u g g e s t  to y o u  t h a t  I v i e w  a l l  
o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  in  t he  w o r l d  a s  i n s o l u b l e  in  the  o r d i n a r y  s e n s e  of  the  
w o r d .  I t h i n k  we  w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  no  " s o l u t i o n s ; "  w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  i s  t h a t  
t he  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  c h a n g e .  O u r  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be  d i r e c t e d  
t o w a r d  c h a n g i n g  o u r  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  p r e s e n t  p r o b l e m s  to d i f f e r e n t  o n e s  
t h a t  w i l l  be  m o r e  f a v o r a b l e  to u s .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a m i s t a k e  to t r y  to  d e a l  
w i t h  a n y  of  the  m a j o r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n f r o n t i n g  us  t o d a y  in  t e r m s  of  f i n d i n g  

f u l l  s o l u t i o n s .  2 



So tha t  what  I s e e  in  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of E u r o p e ,  then,  i s  not  tha t  
E u r o p e  wi l l  c o m e  to r e s t  on ou r  s ide  but that  we and E u r o p e  and the 
U. S. S. R. a r e  a l l  going to deve lop .  The e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n  is  a l o n g  
wha t  l i n e s  this  w i l l  o c c u r .  

Now,  I think that  t h e r e  is  no q u e s t i o n  that  E u r o p e  is  a l r e a d y  
un i t ed .  Some of the e c o n o m i c  e x p e r t s ,  as  you p r o b a b l y  know,  a r e  a 
l i t t l e  doubtful  about  the C o m m o n  M a r k e t .  T h e y  s e e m  to think t h e r e  
is  s o m e  c h a n c e  that  this  m a y  not s u c c e e d .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I would  be 
quite  a s t o n i s h e d  if the C o m m o n  M a r k e t  d idn ' t  con t inue  to deve lop .  
The  F r e n c h  s t a n d a r d  of l iv ing ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i s  now f a s t e n e d  s e c u r e l y  
to the C o m m o n  M a r k e t .  I t  i s  an  a c t i v e ,  l i v ing  o r g a n i s m .  I don ' t  
th ink it c an  s t a n d  s t i l l ,  and I think t h e r e  i s  no doubt  that  we a l r e a d y  
have  the n u c l e u s  of a un i t ed  E u r o p e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I th ink this  wi l l  
c h a n g e  and deve lop  and tha t  o u r  p r o p e r  c o n c e r n  in  the m a t t e r  i s  the 
way  in  w h i c h  it  w i l l  change .  S ince  change  in one d i r e c t i o n  o r  a n o t h e r  
i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  the s i g n i f i c a n t  q u e s t i o n  i s :  What  r o u t e s  a r e  o p e n ?  

The  obvious  r o u t e s  open  fo r  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of E u r o p e ,  i t  wou ld  
s e e m  to m e ,  a r e  the f o r m a t i o n  of a n e u t r a l i s t  " t h i r d  g roup"  o r  the 
c o n t i n u i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the e x i s t i n g  n u c l e u s  w i th in  NATO. Whi le  
the f i r s t  would  tend  to be f r i e n d l y  to us ,  the v e r y  log ic  of i t s  e x i s t e n c e  
would  f o r c e  i t  to r e m a i n  u n c o m m i t t e d ,  and  to t ry  to m a i n t a i n  p e a c e  
b e t w e e n  the two l a r g e  p o w e r s .  Th i s  i s  not  to m e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c -  
t ive  s o l u t i o n  of the p r o b l e m ;  but at  the m o m e n t  it  a p p e a r s  the m o r e  
l i k e l y  one and  the a l t e r n a t i v e  so lu t ion ,  that  of the e x p a n s i o n  of un i f i ed  
E u r o p e  and  i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  in a m u c h  l a r g e r  con tex t ,  cou ld  be a c h i e v e d  
only  by v i g o r o u s  A m e r i c a n  l e a d e r s h i p .  I have  l e a r n e d  f r o m  a few con-  
v e r s a t i o n s  our  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  v e r y  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  in  this  p o s s i b i l i t y  
but  I have  b e e n  unab le  to d i s c o v e r  that  we h a v e  any  h igh ly  d e v e l o p e d  
p lans  fo r  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n .  

If E u r o p e  r e m a i n s  un i f i ed  on ly  in  the s m a l l e r  s e n s e ,  the i s s u e  
wi l l  be how f a s t  and  in  wha t  m a n n e r  the s o - c a l l e d  I n n e r  Six c a n  a s s i m -  
i l a t e  the O u t e r  Seven .  Th i s  i s  not  going to be e a s y  to a c h i e v e  b e c a u s e  
of the B r i t i s h  C o m m o n w e a l t h  i n t e r e s t s  and t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  tha t  
the s m a l l  E u r o p e  wi l l  t end  to g row wi th in  i t s  p r e s e n t  b o u n d a r i e s .  If 
i t  does  that  i t  wi l l  not  be r e a l i z i n g  E u r o p e ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  to any  
i m p o r t a n t  o r  e v e n  n e c e s s a r y  ex ten t .  It  a l s o  w i l l  be d e v e l o p i n g  t r a d i -  
t ions  of i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  of n e u t r a l i t y ,  b e t w e e n  the two g r e a t  p o w e r  b l o c s .  

Now,  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  of E u r o p e  in  th is  to ta l  p i c t u r e  is  qui te  s i m p l y  
tha t  the to ta l  p o t e n t i a l  of E u r o p e  is  c o m p a r a b l e  with  that  of e i t h e r  the 
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U. S. S . R .  o r  the  U . S . A .  T h e  oi l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  u n l e s s  the  S a h a r a  cou ld  
be b r o u g h t  in,  w o u l d n ' t  be c o m p a r a b l e  to o u r s ,  obv ious ly ,  and  s t e e l  
p r o d u c t i o n  would  be p e r h a p s  not  qu i te  as  g r e a t  a s  o u r s .  But  g e n e r a l  
f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t  tha t  th i s  is  a uni t  tha t  is  of e s s e n t i a l l y  the  s a m e  e c o -  
n o m i c  m a g n i t u d e  as the U . S . A .  o r  U. S. S . R .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I n e e d  to 
s a y  a n y  m o r e  abou t  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  then ,  of wha t  h a p p e n s  to E u r o p e  
in the  next  25 y e a r s ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  is in any  s e n s e  the  f o r e s e e a b l e  
f u t u r e .  

T h e n ,  i f  i t  is of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  to us to h a v e  the  a r e a  f i r s t  d e v e l o p e d  
to i ts  r e a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  (wh ich  can  be  done  on ly  by c o n t i n u i n g  the  p r o c e s s  
of i n t e g r a t i on}  and  then  to b r i n g  th i s  d e v e l o p i n g  c o m m u n i t y  in to  c l o s e r  
and  c l o s e r  a l l i a n c e  wi th  o u r s ,  I a m  c o n v i n c e d  tha t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi l l  
have  to b e c o m e  m o r e  than  an  a l l i a n c e .  If th i s  i s  o u r  goa l ,  we  m u s t  
a s k  o u r s e l v e s  what  e l e m e n t s  w i th in  the  p i c t u r e  wi l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to one  
o r  the  o t h e r  of t h e s e  p o s s i b l e  c o u r s e s  of a c t i o n .  Th i s  is w h e r e  I c o m e  
to F r a n c e ~  b e c a u s e ,  a s i d e  f r o m  the  f ac t  tha t  m y  s u b j e c t  i s  F r a n c e ,  the  
q u e s t i o n  of any  f o r m  of u n i f i c a t i o n  of E u r o p e  is n e c e s s a r i l y  f o c u s e d  on 
F r a n c e .  I d o n ' t  m e a n  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  you can  i n t e g r a t e  E u r o p e  wi th  
a n y  s i n g l e  c o u n t r y .  You c a n ' t .  I n t e g r a t i o n  o b v i o u s l y  i n v o l v e s  a l l  
c o u n t r i e s .  But ,  I th ink  one r e a s o n  tha t  we c a n n o t  coun t  F r a n c e  out,  no 
m a t t e r  how down s h e  m a y  s e e m  to be ,  is qu i t e  s i m p l y  tha t  E u r o p e  c a n -  
not  be  un i f i ed  wi thou t  F r a n c e .  Th i s  is a g e o g r a p h i c a l  f ac t .  

T h e  q u e s t i o n  is w h e t h e r  F r a n c e  is c a p a b l e  of p l a y i n g  a r o l e  tha t  
w i l l  he lp  the  i n t e g r a t i o n  and wi l l  he lp  it  a l o n g  the l i n e s  in  w h i c h  it wi l l  
be m o s t  f a v o r a b l e  fo r  us', and  how we can  d e a l  wi th  F r a n c e ?  D o e s  
F r a n c e  h a v e  the e s s e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  as  w e l l  as  e c o n o m i c ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  p o t e n t i a l  and  a l l  the  o t h e r s  we can  r e a d i l y  i den t i fy7  

It is  m y  i m p r e s s i o n  tha t  the F r e n c h  a r e  not  only  fu l ly  c o m m i t t e d  
to i m m e d i a t e  u n i f i c a t i o n - - t h i s  is  beyond  d e b a t e  but  in a d d i t i o n  a r e  e s -  
s e n t i a l l y  c o m m i t e d  to the l a r g e r  c o n c e p t  of u n i f i c a t i o n  of E u r o p e  and  
of the  A t l a n t i c  c o m m u n i t y .  It is  a l s o  m y  c o n v i c t i o n  tha t  t hey  a r e  in a 
p o s i t i o n  to p l ay  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  and  to t ake  t h e i r  ful l  s h a r e  in s h a p i n g  
th i s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

I would  l ike  to d i s c u s s  fo r  the  r e m a i n d e r  of m y  t i m e  s o m e  of the  
r e a s o n s  why  I th ink  they  can  do th i s  and s o m e  of the  p l a c e s  w h e r e  I 
t h ink  t h e r e  m a y  be  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  In the  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  the  b a s i s  of 
the C o m m o n  M a r k e t  i s  o b v i o u s l y  the coa l  and s t e e l  pool .  It is  the  
h e a r t  of the p r e s e n t  e c o n o m i c  i n d u s t r i a l  u n i f i c a t i o n  of E u r o p e .  The  
k e y  to th i s  is  the  R u h r ,  but  it  does  i nvo lve  F r e n c h  i r o n  o r e ,  and it a l s o  
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i n v o l v e s  F r e n c h  p r o d u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  and  F r e n c h  m a r k e t ,  and,  qu i te  
p o s s i b l y ,  s o m e  o t h e r  a s s e t s  f r o m  o v e r s e a s .  Th is  is  a s u b j e c t  that  I 'U  
have  to touch  s e p a r a t e l y .  T h e r e  i s n ' t  any  doubt tha t ,  ff you h~d to 
we igh  the  i n d u s t r i a l  po t en t i a l  of G e r m a n y  and F r a n c e ,  that  of G e r m a n y  
is  obv ious ly  h e a v i e r .  T h e r e  is  no q u e s t i o n  that  if, in a n i g h t m a r e  s i t u -  
a t ion ,  W e s t e r n  G e r m a n y  w e r e  to be t aken  out of the  E u r o p e a n  a l l i a n c e  
the C o m m o n  M a r k e t  would  be d e s t r o y e d  and i n t e g r a t e d  E u r o p e  would  be  
qui te  m e a n i n g l e s s .  But to t ake  F r a n c e  out would have  about  the  s a m e  
ef fec t .  The  s t a r t i n g  point ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  of any  E u r o p e a n  c o m m u n i t y  
m u s t  be  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the  two. 

The once  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  F r a n c e  can  m e e t  h e r  s h a r e  
of the e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  and m o d e r n i z a t i o n  s e e m s  to m e  to be in  
the p r o c e s s  of be ing  a n s w e r e d  now. At f i r s t  the F r e n c h  s e e m e d  to be 
behind .  They  s e e m e d  to be v e r y  s low in  m o d e r n i z i n g  t h e i r  e c o n o m y  
and i n d u s t r y  a f t e r  the Second  W o r l d  War .  But  the f i g u r e s  s i nce  1952 
show a m a j o r  r e v o l u t i o n  going  on in  F r a n c e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  that  s o m e  
of you wi l l  v i s i t  F r a n c e  and  wi l l  s e e  s o m e  of the new p lan t s .  T h e r e  
a r e  p lan t s  that  a r e  the m o s t  m o d e r n  of t h e i r  k ind  in  the wor ld .  T h e r e  
i s  a h i g h e r  d e g r e e  of a u t o m a t i o n ,  I a m  told,  in  the new Renau l t  au to -  
m o b i l e  f a c t o r y  than t h e r e  is  in  any s i ng l e  A m e r i c a n  a u t o m o b i l e  f a c t o r y .  
This  is  not  m y  b u s i n e s s ,  so  I a m  tak ing  th is  on adv ice  of f r i e n d s  who 
a r e  e x p e r t s  in  the f ie ld .  But ,  w h e t h e r  th is  i s  qui te  l i t e r a l l y  t rue  o r  
not ,  i t  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  that  the F r e n c h  a r e  capab le  of v e r y  con -  
s i d e r a b l e  advance .  My f r i e n d s  in b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r y  have  b e c o m e  
deep ly  i n t e r e s t e d  not only  in  the F r e n c h  m a r k e t ,  but a l so  in  o p p o r t u n i -  
t ie~ fo r  i n v e s t m e n t  in F r a n c e .  Al l  of th is  s u g g e s t s ,  then,  that  the 
F r e n c h  can  m e e t  the d e m a n d s  of the C o m m o n  M a r k e t .  Ac tua l ly ,  the 
f o r e b o d i n g s  of the e c o n o m i s t s  who f e a r e d  that  the F r e n c h  e c o n o m y  
would  not  be ab le  to s t and  the c o m p e t i t i o n  of the C o m m o n  M a r k e t  h a v e  
not  b e e n  b o r n e  out at  a l l .  A c c o r d i n g  to o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s ,  the r e a l  i n -  
c o m e  in  F r a n c e  has  d ropped  s l i g h t l y  in  the l a s t  s ix  m o n t h s .  T h e r e  is  
a chance  that  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  m i s l e a d i n g ;  but w h e t h e r  the 
r e a l  i n c o m e  i s  s l i g h t l y  off in  F r a n c e  o r  not ,  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  that  
b u s i n e s s  in  F r a n c e  i s  b o o m i n g  as  i t  h a s n ' t  b e f o r e  in the m e m o r y  of 
l iv ing  peop le  and t h e r e  s e e m s  to be no end  in  s ight .  

But  e v e n  i f  t h e r e  would  s e e m  to be no c a u s e  fo r  c o n c e r n  on the 
e c o n o m i c  s i d e ,  t h e r e  would  r e m a i n  the s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  of what  k ind  
of g o v e r n m e n t  F r a n c e  wi l l  have  w e e k  by week ,  m o n t h  by mon th ,  and 
y e a r  by y e a r  ? Wil l  the g o v e r n m e n t  con t inue  to be uns t ab l e  ? Wi l l  i t  
con t inue  to be open  o r  wi l l  i t  aga in  b e c o m e  open  to C o m m u n i s t  i n f i l t r a -  
t i on?  Wil l  the change  of c a b i n e t s  in  the g o v e r n m e n t  m a k e  i t  i m p o s -  
s ib l e  to know what  an  a g r e e m e n t  wi th  a F r e n c h G o v e r n m e n t  wi l l  m e a n  
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s i x  m o n t h s  o r  a y e a r  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  h e n c e ?  I n  s h o r t ,  i s  t h e r e  e n o u g h  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  s t a b i U t y  in  F r a n c e  f o r  F r a n c e  to t a k e  p a r t  i n  
t h i s  g r e a t  c o m m o n  v e n t u r e  ? 

I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  two  a n s w e r s  to t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I n  the  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  
I a m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  a s  t h e  C o m m o n  M a r k e t  d e v e l o p s ,  a s  the  p r o c e s s  
of  i n t e g r a t i o n  g o e s  on ,  t he  c o n c e p t  o f  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  n a t i o n s  o f  F r a n c e ,  
G e r m a n y ,  B e l g i u m ,  H o l l a n d ,  a n d  I t a l y  i s  g o i n g  to c h a n g e .  I t h i n k  o n e  
of  the  t h i n g s  t h a t  s t u d y i n g  h i s t o r y  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  to m e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  
h a r d  f o r  u s  a s  h u m a n  b e i n g s  to s e e  e v e n  in  p a s t  e v e n t s ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  
i n  the  e v e n t s  we  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g  o u r s e l v e s ,  t he  s p e e d  o f  c h a n g e .  I 
t h i n k  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to r e a l i z e  h o w  f a s t  t h i n g s  a r e  m o v i n g .  We 
s u d d e n l y  f i n d  t h a t  we  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r t a k e n  by  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  we  d i d n ' t  
e v e n  k n o w  w a s  on  the  w a y .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t he  k i n d  of  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  g o i n g  
o n  i n  E u r o p e  n o w .  I t h i n k  t h a t  f i v e  y e a r s  h e n c e  the  n o t i o n  of  i n d e p e n d -  
e n t  a c t i o n o n  the  p a r t  of  t he  F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  a n y  m a j o r  f i e l d  t h a t  
w i l l  c o n c e r n  u s  w i l l  t u r n  ou t  to  be  r a t h e r  a t h i n g  of  the  p a s t .  I d o n ' t  
k n o w  j u s t  w h a t  the  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o r m s  w i l l  be .  I ' l l  t a l k  a b o u t  the  
F r e n c h  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b r i e f l y .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  F r e n c h ,  a n d  t he  G e r m a n s ,  
a n d  the  I t a l i a n s ,  a l l  of  t h e m  a r e  g o i n g  to b e c o m e  s o  c o m m i t t e d ,  i n  s o  
m a n y  w a y s ,  to one  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  w i l l  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  s o  m a n y  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  o r g a n s  of c o n t r o l ,  of  m e a n s  of  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  we  w i l l  g r a d u -  
a l l y  f i n d  t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a u n i t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t he  s e p a r a t e  p i e c e s .  

T o  t a k e  a v e r y  t o u g h  a n a l o g y ,  a n d  o n e  t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  h o l d  in  c l o s e  
d e t a i l ,  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  to be  t he  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h i s  C o n t i -  
n e n t  f r o m  o u r  s t a r t  a s  13 S t a t e s  t h a t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  s o v e r e i g n ,  
a n d  p r o b a b l y  a t  t he  b e g i n n i n g  h a d  m o r e  p o w e r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  t h a n  i n  
t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b o d y ,  a n d  t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  t h a t  to a F e d e r a l  G o v -  
e r n m e n t  w h i c h  i s ,  by  a l l  o d d s  a n d  a l l  a g r e e m e n t s ,  t he  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  
p o l i t i c a l  u n i t  w i t h i n  o u r  b o r d e r s .  B u t  t h i s  i s  t he  k i n d  of  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  
I t h i n k  c a n  h a p p e n  m u c h  m o r e  r a p i d l y  t o d a y .  

T h e  c o n c e p t  of  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  F r a n c e ,  t he  m o d e l  of  F r a n c e  w e  
h a v e  t o d a y  in  h e r  P r e s i d e n t ,  t he  t a l l  a n d  r a t h e r  d o u r  G e n e r a l  
D e G a u l l e ,  i s  v e r y  g o o d  f o r  the  c a r t o o n i s t s .  T h i s  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  the  
w a y  G e n e r a l  D e G a u l l e  f e e l s  a b o u t  i t ;  by  t he  t i m e  G e n e r a l  D e G a u l l e  
h a s  f i n i s h e d  h i s  s e r v i c e  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  w h a t e v e r  m e a n s  a n d  r o u t e  h e  
d e p a r t s  f r o m  the  o f f i c e ,  we  w o n ' t  by  t h a t  t i m e  be  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a t o t a l l y  
i n d e p e n d e n t  F r a n c e .  

T h e  s e c o n d  t h i n g  t h a t  I w o u l d  l i ke  to  p o i n t  o u t  ( a n d  t h i s  i s  a m u c h  
l o n g e r  a n d  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  p i c t u r e )  i s  the  r e l a t i o n  of  the  F r e n c h  
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p e o p l e  to  t he  p r o b l e m s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n t e n d i n g .  H e r e  I w o u l d  l i k e  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  a g o o d  d e a l  of w h a t  
h a s  s e e m e d  to be  i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d / o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  w h a t e v e r  o t h e r  
a d j e c t i v e s  one  w o u l d  w a n t  to p i l e  up  on  the  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e c o r d  of  
F r e n c h  p o l i t i c s ,  m a y  be n o t  s o  m u c h  a w e a k n e s s  a s  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  to 
b e .  N o r  i s  t h i s  a n  a p o l o g y  f o r  i n s t a b i l i t y  o r  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  g o v -  
e r n m e n t .  I n s t e a d  i t  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  to c a l l  to y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  the  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  F r e n c h  h a v e  b e e n  c o n t e n d i n g  w i t h  s o m e  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b -  
l e m s ;  i n  v i e w  of  t h i s  I a m  n o t  i n c l i n e d  to f i n d  the  F o u r t h  R e p u b l i c  
p r o v e s  t he  o r d i n a r y  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  s a i d  i t  d o e s  p r o v e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  p r o v e s ,  a s  i s  c o m m o n l y  a s s u m e d ,  t h a t  t he  c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n  w a s  v e r y  b a d .  N o r  do  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  p r o v e s  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  a r e  
i n c a p a b l e  of  r u n n i n g  a d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  t h e i r  B r i t i s h  
n e i g h b o r s  a r e  q u i t e  s u r e  i s  t he  c a s e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  p r o v e s  t h a t  
F r a n c e  h a s  no s e n s e  of  i t s  r e l a t i o n  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to the  W e s t e r n  
W o r l d .  

O n e  c a n  f i n d  e x a m p l e s  of  t h e s e  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  F r a n c e  j u s t  a s  o n e  
c a n  f i n d  t h e m  in  E n g l a n d .  A n d  I r e g r e t  to s a y  t h a t  i f  I l o o k  a r o u n d  
e n o u g h  I c a n  s e e  s o m e  of  t h e m  in  o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y .  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h i s  
h a s  to do  w i t h  the  h u m a n  a n i m a l  b r o u g h t  u p  in  the  W e s t e r n  t r a d i t i o n .  
A c t u a l l y  w h a t  we  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g  in  the  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  F r a n c e  i s  a 
p e o p l e  of  m o r e  o r  l e s s  o u r  o w n  t r a d i t i o n  w h o  a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h - -  
I w a s  g o i n g  to s a y  d i f f e r e n t  p r o b l e m s ,  bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s n ' t  a c c u r a t e - -  
p r o b l e m s  s i m i l a r  to  o u r s  b u t  i n  a v e r y  m u c h  m o r e  a c u t e  f o r m .  A n d  
I t h i n k  t h a t  we  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s y m p a t h e t i c  to f u l l y  u n d e r -  
s t a n d  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  I s o m e t i m e s  t h i n k  w e  a n d  s o m e  of  the  
o t h e r  W e s t e r n  p o w e r s  h a v e  b e e n  i n c l i n e d  to t a k e  a r a t h e r  m o r a l  t o n e  
t o w a r d  the  F r e n c h  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  i n s t e a d  of  t r y i n g  to u n d e r s t a n d  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  i t  w a s  t h e y  w e r e  c o n t e n d i n g  w i t h  a n d  w h y  i t  w a s  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e m  to a r r i v e  a t  w h a t  s e e m e d  to u s  to be  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
s o l u t i o n s .  

T o  g i v e  y o u  c o n c r e t e  e x a m p l e s ,  l e t  m e  b e g i n  f i r s t  w i t h  t he  s i t u a -  
t i o n  o f  the  F r e n c h ,  a t  t he  e n d  of  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r .  We  h a v e  to 
s t a r t  a s t o r y  s o m e  p l a c e - - t h e s e  s t o r i e s  c a n  a l w a y s  be  p u s h e d  b a c k  
a n d  b a c k ,  bu t ,  i f  w e  t a k e  t h i s  a s  a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  we  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  a t  
the  b e g i n n i n g  of  a n  e p o c h  i n  F r e n c h  h i s t o r y .  In  1945 t h e  F r e n c h  h a d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  a s s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s .  T h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  a n  i n -  
d u s t r i a l  p l a n t  t h a t  h a d  n o t  o n l y  b e e n  t o t a l l y  o u t m o d e d ,  bu t  a l s o  h a d  
b e e n  t e r r i b l y  a b u s e d  d u r i n g  the  o c c u p a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  
f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  n e e d  of  m o d e r n i z i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  e n t i r e  i n -  
d u s t r y .  T h i s  t h e y  s e t  o u t  to  do ,  b u t  the  i n i t i a l  r e s u l t s  w e r e  n o t  v e r y  
impressive. Although it began as a bootstrap operation they did get a 
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g r e a t  d e a l  of a id  f r o m  us ,  f a i r l y  e a r l y ,  w h i c h  they  s u c c e e d e d  in pu t t i ng  
to good u se .  T h e r e  was ,  h o w e v e r ,  a t e n d e n c y  to m e a s u r e  t h e i r  a c h i e v e -  
m e n t s  by the s t a n d a r d s  of c o u n t r i e s  that  had  a v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e a d  
s t a r t ,  r a t h e r  than by t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  f r o m  the poin t  at  w h i c h  they  s t a r t e d .  

As a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  u n d e r  the o c c u p a t i o n ,  the F r e n c h  
s t a t e  e m e r g e d  in  the p o s t w a r  w o r l d  wi th  a v e r y  l a r g e  m o r a l  c o m m i t -  
m e n t  to s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h i c h  was  a c c e p t e d  by the e n t i r e  na t ion .  
At the end  of the w a r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  they  s e t  up a s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m  
w h i c h  s o m e  of you  m a y  not  r e a l i z e  is  c o m p a r a b l e  to that  of E n g l a n d .  
C e r t a i n l y ,  in  t e r m s  of the n a t i o n a l  i n c o m e ,  the F r e n c h  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  
e f f o r t  is  qui te  as  l a r g e  as  the E n g l i s h  one .  I th ink that  F r a n c e  cou ld  
not  h a v e  done o t h e r w i s e  and  a v o i d e d  c i v i l  w a r .  A l though  this  w a s  v i r t u -  
a l l y  i n e v i t a b l e ,  i t  d id  pose  an a l m o s t  i n s o l u b l e  p r o b l e m ,  b e c a u s e  the 
F r e n c h  had  not  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p a c i t y  up to a l e v e l  that  wou ld  
s u p p o r t  th is  k ind of e x t e n s i v e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e .  

We in  th is  c o u n t r y  in the e a r l y  y e a r s  had  r a t h e r  c o n f u s e d  r e a c t i o n s  
to the new d e v e l o p m e n t s  in F r a n c e .  On the one hand  we w e r e  v e r y  
m u c h  i n c l i n e d  to t e l l  the F r e n c h  tha t  they  had  b e t t e r  t r e a t  t h e i r  w o r k e r s  
b e t t e r  o r  they w e r e  going to t u r n  t h e i r  e n t i r e  p r o l e t a r i a t  in to  a C o m -  
m u n i s t  p a r t y .  P e r h a p s  I shou ld  take  one m i n u t e  to po in t  out  that  v i r t u -  
a l l y  a l l  the w o r k e r s  w e r e  vo t ing  C o m m u n i s t  at  th is  point .  Whi le  th is  
does  not  m e a n  that  a l l  of t h e m  w e r e  m e m b e r s  of the C o m m u n i s t  p a r t y  
o r  had  any  f e e l i n g  of l o y a l t y  to M o s c o w ,  it  was  s t i l l  a d i s q u i e t i n g  
p h e n o m e n o n ,  and  the n u m b e r  of c a r d - c a r r y i n g  m e m b e r s  who f e l t  
l o y a l t y  to M o s c o w  was  l a r g e r  than cou ld  be c o n t e m p l a t e d  wi th  c o m p l a -  
c e n c y .  And the r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the C o m m u n i s t  v o t e r s  and P a r t y  
m e m b e r s  is  one of the c o m p l e x  poin ts  of F r e n c h  p o l i t i c s .  Al l  e x p e r t s ,  
a l t h o u g h  they don ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a g r e e  on q u a n t i t a t i v e  e s t i m a t e s ,  r e c o g -  
n i ze  tha t  a v e r y  l a r g e  p a r t  of  the peop l e  who vote  C o m m u n i s t  in  F r a n c e  
a r e  do ing  this  as  a s o c i a l  p r o t e s t  and not  as  a vo te  fo r  M o s c o w .  But  
the h a r d  c o r e  of c a r d - c a r r y i n g  m e m b e r s  h a s  p r o b a b l y  r u n  as  h igh  as  
ha l f  a m i l l i o n  peop l e .  And e v e n  though i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  be low 100, 000, 
it  is  s t i l l  a p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r .  

H a v i n g  a s s e s s e d  th is  d a n g e r  and  w a r n e d  the F r e n c h  that  they  w e r e  
not  do ing  enough  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k e r s ,  we then  t e n d e d  to go on to ch ide  
t h e m  f o r  the u n b a l a n c e d  budge t  wh ich  was  the d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h e i r  
s o c i a l  p r o g r a m .  And this  i n f l a t i on ,  in t u r n ,  was  one of the p r i n c i p a l  
c a u s e s  of the n o t o r i o u s  i n s t a b i l i t y  of F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t s .  The  con -  
t inua l  f a l l  of c a b i n e t s  was  due to the fac t  tha t  any  c a b i n e t  tha t  was  in  
o f f ice  a few m o n t h s  had  to m e e t  c o m m i t m e n t s  f o r  w h i c h  it  s i m p l y  
d i d n ' t  have  funds .  
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T h e r e  i s  a c h a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  that  F r a n c e ,  s ay ,  a f t e r  1952 o r  
1953, w h e n  the e c o n o m y  b e g a n  to r e v i v e  a t  a f a i r l y  g r a t i f y i n g  pace ,  
wou ld  h a v e  begun  to b a l a n c e  h e r  budge t  and tha t  she  wou ld  have  begun  
to pay  h e r  own way  and be ab le  to m a n a g e  h e r  a f f a i r s  wi th  a l i t t l e  m o r e  
s t a b i l i t y  if h e r  f i r s t  e c o n o m i c  r e v i v a l  had  not  c o i n c i d e d  with  the c r i s e s  
in  h e r  c o l o n i a l  e m p i r e .  The  d i s a s t r o u s  c l i m a x  of the w a r  in  I n d o c h i n a  
w a s  f o l l o w e d  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  by the t r a n s f e r  of the a r m y  to 
A l g e r i a .  H e r e  the c o s t s  w e r e  t r e m e n d o u s  in  t e r m s  of F r e n c h  c a p a c i t y .  
So that  the F r e n c h  w e r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  pu t t ing  out ,  in  a d d i t i o n  to t h e i r  
d o m e s t i c  e x p e n s e s ,  v a s t  s u m s  of m o n e y  on o v e r s e a s  w a r s .  W h e t h e r  
th is  was  w i s e ,  and  wha t  e l s e  they  c o u l d  have  done ,  a r e  v e r y  d i f f i cu l t  
q u e s t i o n s .  

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  one has  no doubt  tha t ,  if  F r a n c e  had  d r o p p e d  a l l  
h e r  i m p e r i a l  c o m m i t m e n t s  in  1944, 1945, o r  1946, if  she  had  done as  
the c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the F o u r t h  R e p u b l i c  i m p l i e d  she  wou ld  d o - - a l l o w  a l l  
of the o v e r s e a s  t e r r i t o r i e s  to have  a u t o n o m y  in  one f o r m  o r  a n o t h e r - -  
she  m i g h t  have  a v o i d e d  a l l  of t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  Th i s  w a s  a k ind  of de -  
c i s i o n  that  was  v e r y  h a r d  to c o m e  to. I t  was  a d e c i s i o n  in  w h i c h  h e r  
f r i e n d s  w e r e  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  he lp fu l ,  b e c a u s e  a g a i n  t h e r e  was  a t end -  
e n c y  to a t t a c k  F r a n c e  on two s i d e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a t e n d e n c y  to c a l l  
F r a n c e  an i m p e r i a l i s t p o w e r ,  and  a v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t e n d e n c y ,  in  
both E n g l a n d  and  this  c o u n t r y ,  to f e e l  that  i m p e r i a l i s m  was  o u t m o d e d  
and ,  i n d e e d ,  a v e r y  bad thing.  At the s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p e r i o d s  
w h e n  we w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n c e r n e d  about  the m a i n t e n a n c e  of the 
p e r i m e t e r  of the f r e e  w o r l d ,  of c o n t a i n i n g  the C o m m u n i s t  p o w e r s ,  tha t  
we w e r e  w i l l i n g  to back  F r a n c e ,  and fo r  a wh i l e  to give h e r  v e r y  sub -  
s t a n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  i n  h e r  w a r  a g a i n s t  I n d o c h i n a .  

So that the French and we together were caught in an ambiguous 
position. We were "antl-imperlalist" but we were also committed to 
the maintenance of the perimeter of the free world. We had the 
luxury of being able to criticize imperialism without having to meet 
its responsibilities. The French, again, were caught facing the re- 
sponsibility directly. They didn't handle it particularly well, and 
they paid a very high price for their failure. And the same thing has 
occurred in Algeria. 

All  of th is  w a s  so  obv ious  tha t  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e ,  in  1956, f o l l o w i n g  
the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  to p r e d i c t  tha t  the new a s s e m b l y ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 
Guy M o l e t ' s  c o a l i t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  had  no c h a n c e  of r e s o l v i n g  the b a s i c  
F r e n c h  p r o b l e m s ,  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that ,  as  soon  as  t h e r e  was  a d e s -  
p e r a t e  c r i s i s  in  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  w h i c h  was  v i r t u a l l y  i n e v i t a b l e ,  t h e r e  
wou ld  be a c o l l a p s e  in  F r a n c e  and  D e G a u l l e  would  be c a l l e d  to p o w e r .  

9 



Now the q u e s t i o n  i s :  W h a t  c a n  be s e e n  n o w ?  C a n  we f o r e s e e  a n y  
h o p e ,  o r  do we h a v e  to f o r e s e e  f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  ? T h i s ,  I t h ink ,  
b r i n g s  m e  to the  q u e s t i o n  of N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  w h i c h  i s  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
o n e ,  a n d  I w o n ' t  t r y  to d e a l  w i th  it in  d e t a i l .  At  the  m o m e n t  I t h ink  
it  i s  qu i t e  c l e a r  to o b s e r v e r s - - I  w a s  in  F r a n c e  in  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d  I 
h a v e  c h e c k e d  wi th  p e o p l e  who  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  s i n c e - - t h a t  t h e r e  s e e m s  
to be v e r y  l i t t l e  doub t  t h a t  the bu lk  of the  p o p u l a t i o n  of m e t r o p o l i t a n  
F r a n c e  f e e l s  a b o u t  the w a r  in  A l g e r i a  now a s  the  A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c  f e l t  
a b o u t  the w a r  in  K o r e a  at  the  t i m e  of P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r ' s  f i r s t  
e l e c t i o n .  I th ink  tha t  t h e y  a r e  t h r o u g h  wi th  the  w a r  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  
to the  p l a c e  now w h e r e  t h e y  d o n ' t  c a r e  how i t  i s  r e s o l v e d .  

We h a v e  h e a r d  a good  d e a l  a b o u t  the r o l e  of the F r e n c h  of A l g e r i a  
a n d  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s ,  and  we  h a v e  s e e n  e x a m p l e s  of  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  
we  h a v e  h e a r d  a good  d e a l  a b o u t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to the a r m y .  H e r e  I 
t h ink  t h e r e  a r e  one  o r  two t h i n g s  tha t  h a v e  to be s t a t e d  qu i t e  c l e a r l y .  
I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  s y m p a t h y  a t  a l l  f o r  the p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  of  the  F r e n c h  
of A l g e r i a ,  but  I th ink  in  e s t i m a t i n g  the s i t u a t i o n  i t  w o u l d  be s h e e r  
f o l l y  no t  to r e a l i z e  t ha t  t h e y  a r e  a d e s p e r a t e  p e o p l e .  T h e y  f o r e s e e  
e i t h e r  t o t a l  v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t  the  F L N  o r  t h e y  s e e  t h e i r  own  a n n i h i l a t i o n  
by  i n c r e d i b l y  g r u e s o m e  m e t h o d s .  And  f u r t h e r ,  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  
t h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  l i e s  n o t  in  i t s  a c c u r a c y  but  in  the  d e s p e r a t i o n  w i t h  
w h i c h  i t  i s  h e l d .  N o r  w o u l d  I w i s h  to i m p l y  tha t  the A l g e r i a n  F r e n c h  
e x a g g e r a t e d  t h e i r  d a n g e r .  W h a t  c a n  be done  in  s u c h  a s i t u a t i o n ?  If  
t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to be no s o l u t i o n  now,  we s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  h i s t o r y  
i s  d e v e l o p i n g  and  c h a n g i n g ,  a n d  I a m  qu i t e  s u r e  t ha t  f i ve  y e a r s  h e n c e  
we  a r e  g o i n g  to h a v e  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  I a m  a l i t t l e  r e l u c t a n t  
to p r e d i c t ,  but  I ' l l  h a z a r d  a g u e s s  a s  to w h a t  w i l l  happen~  M y  g u e s s  
i s  t h a t  the bu lk  of the  A l g e r i a n  F r e n c h  ( w h i c h  i n c l u d e s ,  a s  s o m e  of 
y o u  m a y  know,  qu i t e  a n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  of S p a n i s h  and  I t a l i a n  a n d  
o t h e r  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  s t o c k s  but  f a i r l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  to F r e n c h  c u l t u r e }  
w i l l  s i m p l y  be t r a n s p o r t e d  to F r a n c e .  I s a y  t h i s ,  no t  f r o m  a n y  i n s i d e  
k n o w l e d g e ,  bu t  b e c a u s e  I c a n ' t  f o r  the l i f e  of  m e  i m a g i n e  a n y  o t h e r  
w a y  of h a n d l i n g  the s i t u a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the  a r m y  c a n  put  
d o w n  the c i v i l  w a r ,  b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  th ink  the  a r m y  c a n  f i g h t  on  e q u a l  
t e r m s  w i t h  the r e b e l s .  

T h e  F r e n c h  a r m y ,  we  a l l  know,  h a s  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  s o m e  
p r e t t y  s e r i o u s  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  F L N  p r i s o n e r s ,  but  we a l s o  s h o u l d  know 
the  k i n d  of v i o l e n t  p r o t e s t  tha t  i s  p r o v o k e d  in  F r a n c e  w h e n  the  A r m y  
d o e s  u s e  t o r t u r e  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e s e  e x t r e m e  m e t h o d s  a r e  s i m p l y  an  
a t t e m p t  to m a t c h  the m e t h o d s  of the r e b e l s .  I d o n ' t  th ink  t h a t  the  
m i l i t a r y  w i l l  e v e r  be g i v e n  a f r e e  h a n d  to f i g h t  the  k i n d  of w a r  the 
r e b e l s  a r e  f i g h t i n g .  T h e  w a r  the  r e b e l s  a r e  f i g h t i n g ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  a 
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d i r e c t  c h a l l e n g e  to a n y  f o r m  of  e s t a b l i s h e d  l aw  a n d  o r d e r .  I t  i s  p r i -  
m a r i l y  a c i v i l - s o c i a l  w a r  a m o n g  A r a b s .  T h e  F r e n c h  a r e  r e a l l y  i n  
t h i s  a s  a t h i r d  p a r t y .  T h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t he  r e b e l s  w i l l  
e n d ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  s u b d u e d ,  by  m a s s a c r i n g  the  p e o p l e  of  t he  
F r e n c h  s t a n d a r d  of  l i v i n g ,  a n d  the  v i c t i m s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  f a r  m o r e  A r a b s  
t h a n  F r e n c h .  In  the  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  I a s s u m e  t he  F r e n c h  w i l l  be g o t t e n  
o u t  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s .  B u t  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  2 m i l l i o n  A r a b s  w h o  l i v e  
a t o t a l l y  F r e n c h  l i f e ,  o n  a F r e n c h  s t a n d a r d  of  l i v i n g ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  2 
m i l l i o n  w h o  l i v e  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e m  p r i m a r i l y  a s  h o u s e h o l d  
s e r v a n t s .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  w i l l  be  the  p r i n c i p a l  v i c t i m s  of  the  s o c i a l  r e -  
v o l t  i n  A l g e r i a .  

T o  p u t  d o w n  the  A r a b  r e v o l t  w o u l d  n e c e s s i t a t e  a s c a l e  of  o p e r a -  
t i o n s  a n d  f a n a t i c a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  I d o u b t  e v e n  the  e x t r e m i s t s  
s e r i o u s l y  c o n t e m p l a t e .  So t h a t  i t  s e e m s  to m e  t h a t  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  
" i n s o l u b l e "  p r o b l e m ,  bu t  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a p r o b l e m  t h a t  w i l l  be  c h a n g e d ,  
s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  F r a n c e  w o n ' t  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  k i n d  of  e f f o r t .  
I c a n n o t  h o w e v e r  p r e d i c t  e x a c t l y  h o w  o r  w h e n  the  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  
c o m e .  

I ' l l  t r y  to s u m  up  v e r y  b r i e f l y  s o m e  of  t h e s e  r e m a r k s .  I t  s e e m s  
to m e  t h a t  i n  the  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o u r  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  
i n  the  k e y  p r o c e s s  of  E u r o p e a n  i n t e g r a t i o n .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  
w h e t h e r  F r a n c e  c a n  p l a y  h e r  r o l e ;  a n d  I w o u l d  l i k e  to a d d  t h a t  I t h i n k  
i t  m u s t  be  a k e y  r o l e .  T h e  r e a s o n  I t h i n k  i t  m u s t  be  a k e y  r o l e  i s  
t h a t  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  in  E u r o p e  a s  c a p a b l e  of  g i v i n g  
t he  k i n d  of  l e a d e r s h i p  to t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  E u r o p e  a n d  the  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  of E u r o p e  i n  an  A t l a n t i c  c o m m u n i t y  a s  t he  F r e n c h  a r e .  

Q 

O n e  t h i n g  I a m  v e r y  m u c h  i m p r e s s e d  by ,  a s  I r e a d  the  n e w s p a p e r s  
a n d  t r y  to  g e t  a s e n s e  o f  t he  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  I a m  l i v i n g ,  i s  t h a t  t he  
W e s t  h a s  a n  a s s e t  t h a t  i s  n o t  r e p l a c e a b l e ;  t h a t  i s ,  p e o p l e  of  d e m o c r a t i c  
t r a d i t i o n .  We  c a n  t a l k  a b o u t  u n c o m m i t t e d  p a r t s  o f  t he  w o r l d ,  bu t  one  
t h i n g  t h a t  we  a r e  l e a r n i n g  r a p i d l y  i s  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  we  c a n  do i n  t e r m s  
of  a i d - - a n d  I a m  n o t  the  s l i g h t e s t  o p p o s e d  to p o i n t  4 a i d  i n  v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  of  t he  w o r l d - - w e  d o n ' t  m a k e  D e m o c r a t s .  D e m o c r a t s  a r e  a n  

a s s e t  w h i c h  we  h a v e  o n l y  i n  o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y  a n d  i n  E u r o p e ,  a n d ,  i f  
w e  l o s e  D e m o c r a t s ,  t h e y  a r e  l o s t  p e r m a n e n t l y ,  bu t  i t  i s  g o i n g  to t a k e  
a v e r y  l o n g  t i m e - - w e  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  l o n g ,  b u t  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a n y w a y , -  
a v e r y  l o n g  t i m e  to f o s t e r  n e w  d e m o c r a t i c  r o o t s .  

D e m o c r a c y  f l o u r i s h e s  i n  F r a n c e ,  ( a n d  I ' d  be  g l a d  to d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  
i n  t e r m s  of  q u e s t i o n s )  b u t  I a m  v e r y  m u c h  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  the  f a c t  t h a t  
t he  F r e n c h  v i e w  of  l i f e ,  t h e i r  v a l u e  of  l i f e ,  t h e i r  w a y s  of d o i n g  t h i n g s  
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p o l i t i c a l l y ,  a r e  s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l a r  to ou r  own. T h e y  a r e  not  i d e n t i c a l .  
No peop le  have  e x a c t l y  the s a m e  ways  and  v i e w s ;  but the b a s i c  r e -  
a c t i o n s  i n  F r a n c e  a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to o u r s .  T h e i r  m i s e r a b l e  r e c o r d  
in the l a s t  y e a r s  i s  to m y  m i n d  a t t r i b u t a b l e  p r i m a r i l y - - n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  
but  p r i m a r i l y - - t o  the f ac t  tha t  they  have  b e e n  f a c i n g  a g o n i z i n g  q u e s -  
t ions  f r o m  which  they cou ld  not e s c a p e  e i t h e r  by p o s t p o n e m e n t  o r  
e v a s i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  had  to m e e t  a l l  of the m o s t  a g o n i z i n g  p r o b l e m s  
tha t  a r e  f a c i n g  d e m o c r a c i e s  today ,  tha t  we o u r s e l v e s  a r e  go ing  to h a v e  
to f ace .  T h e y  have  b e e n  f a c i n g  t h e m  a l m o s t  a l l  a t  the s a m e  t i m e ,  wi th  
v e r y  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ,  and wi th  c o m m i t m e n t s  that  a r e  " c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
and  h a r d  to h a n d l e  a l l  a t  one t i m e .  

I th ink  th is  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  the e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to r u n  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  l i fe  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  I t  c a n  be s u m m e d  up, i th ink ,  in  
s a y i n g  that  e v e r y  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  that  F r a n c e  f a c e s  can  be s o l v e d  today  
only  by s e r i o u s  s a c r i f i c e  (o r  at  l e a s t  a c c e p t a n c e  of r e a l  d i s c o m f o r t  
and  i nco r rven i ence )  by a m a j o r  s e c t i o n  of the popu la t ion ,  s a y  o n e - s i x t h  
of the e l e c t o r a t e .  The F o u r t h  R e p u b l i c  had  to t r y  to m e e t  e v e r y  one  
of i t s  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  by ge t t ing  a d e m o c r a t i c  e l e c t o r a t e  to a g r e e  tha t  
a good s e g m e n t  would  have  to a b s o r b  a h e a v y  pena l ty ,  o r  d i s l o c a t i o n ,  
fo r  a g iven  l eng th  of t i m e .  Now, we do know that ,  if  p o p u l a t i o n s  wi l l  
a b s o r b  wha t  s e e m s  to be d i f f i cu l t  a d j u s t m e n t ,  they  m a y  soon  be v e r y  
m u c h  b e t t e r  off. H u m a n  b e i n g s ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  as  they a r e ,  d o n ' t  l ike  to 
do th is  e v e n  if they  a r e  s u r e  to be b e t t e r  off in  the f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  
Th i s  i s  wha t  the F r e n c h  have  had  to f a c e ,  and the c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
p a r t i e s  in  t h e i r  a s s e m b l y  w e r e  s i m p l y  ad hoc  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of m u t u a l  
d e f e n s e .  

The A l g e r i a n  F r e n c h ,  f o r  e x a ~ p l e ,  don ' t  wan t  a r a t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n  
of the w a r  in  A l g e r i a  b e c a u s e ,  at  the v e r y  l e a s t ,  i t  w i l l  m e a n  tha t  they  
wi l l  have  to be t r a n s p o r t e d  to a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y  to s t a r t  a n o t h e r  k ind  of 
l i fe .  T h e y  m i g h t  be b e t t e r  off than in  A l g e r i a ,  but they don ' t  want  to 
be at  the c o s t  of be ing  u p r o o t e d .  Some  of t h e m  a r e  r i c h  and  have  i m -  
p o r t a n t  p r o p e r t y ;  the bulk of t hem a c t u a l l y  d o n ' t  have  any  v e r y  h e a v y  
f i n a n c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t ;  but  they  do have  the p e r s o n a l  i n v e s t m e n t  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  by t h e i r  h o m e s .  The P o u j a d i s t s  about  w h o m  you h e a r d  a g r e a t  
d e a l  s o m e  whi le  ago,  a r e ,  in  e f f ec t ,  b e i n g  a s k e d  to go to w o r k  and  
e a r n  enough  m o n e y  to pay t axes .  T h e s e  a r e  the s m a l l  s h o p k e e p e r s .  
T h e y  l ike  be ing  s m a l l  s h o p k e e p e r s .  I t  i s  p l e a s a n t  to l ive  in a s m a l l  
F r e n c h  c o u n t r y  town.  Many of t h e m  did not  p o s s e s s  the m o n e y  to pay  
t h e i r  t axes .  When  t h e i r  m i s e r a b l e  e f f ec t s  w e r e  so ld  a t  auc t i on ,  e v e n  
when  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  b u y e r s '  s t r i k e s ,  the whole  c a p i t a l  could  be r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  by $25,  $50, o r  $100. T h e r e  was  no th ing  d i s h o n e s t  about  th is .  
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They  w e r e  qui te  g e n u i n e l y  b a n k r u p t  but  th is  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  the i s s u e .  
The i s s u e  was  that  they  w e r e  n o t  su f f i c i en t l y  p r o d u c t i v e  to c a r r y  t h e i r  
s h a r e  of the n a t i o n ' s  ob l i ga t i ons .  To m e e t  th is  they would  have  to go 
to w o r k  in  a f a c t o r y ,  in a cha in  s t o r e ,  as  such  s t o r e s  d e v e l o p e d ,  
n e i t h e r  of which  they  wan ted  to do. It i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  that  such  a 
change  would  h a v e  le f t  t h e m  m u c h  b e t t e r  off f r o m  a m o n e t a r y  point  
of v iew.  

Wel l ,  I w o n ' t  deve lop  t h e s e  e x a m p l e s  f u r t h e r .  Th is  i s ,  in s h o r t ,  
the k ind of p i c t u r e  I want  to show.  So I would  end  by s a y i n g  that  
F r a n c e ' s  p o s i t i o n  in w o r l d  po l i t i c s  is  an  i m p o r t a n t  one.  It is  i m p o r -  
tant  b e c a u s e  F r a n c e  i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the new,  un i f i ed  E u r o p e ,  
and  the l ead  that  the F r e n c h  give i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and po l i t i c a l l y  wi l l  
have  a g r e a t  dea l  to do with w h e t h e r  E u r o p e  d e v e l o p s  into s o m e  f o r m  
of N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  c o m m u n i t y  o r  not .  I th ink  that  this  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  
what  the F r e n c h  wou ld  want  to do if they  could  m a n a g e  t h e i r  own p r o b -  
l e m s  and take t h e i r  ful l  s h a r e  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

I th ink they have  as  good h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  to hand l e  t h e i r  p r o b -  
l e m s  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  as  any of the r e s t  of us ,  g ive  o r  take a l i t t l e ,  
that  they  a r e  beg inn ing  to hand le  s o m e  of t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  p r o b l e m s ,  
that  ff the Nor th  A f r i c a n  s i t u a t i o n  can  be s o l v e d  they  wi l l  p robab ly  
p r o s p e r  and d e v e l o p  a f a i r l y  s t ab l e  g o v e r n m e n t .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m -  
s t a n c e s ,  when  DeGaul le  d e p a r t s ,  m y  p r e d i c t i o n  i s  that  the F r e n c h  wi l l  
m o r e  o r  l e s s  i g n o r e  the p a p e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  they  have  b e e n  lef t  wi th  and 
wi l l  r e t u r n  in e f fec t  to e s s e n t i a l l y  the cons t i t u t i on  that  they  had,  a 
k ind  of u n w r i t t e n  cons t i t u t i on ,  wh ich  was  e s s e n t i a l l y  what  they had  in  
the F o u r t h  Repub l i c ,  and the T h i r d  b e f o r e ,  and  wi l l  o p e r a t e  as a d e m o -  
c r a t i c  p a r t  of the W e s t e r n  Wor ld .  

COLONEL HAWKINS: G e n t l e m e n ,  Dr. Fox  is  now r e a d y  fo r  y o u r  
q u e s t i o n s .  

QUESTION: Sir ,  the one th ing  that  you d i d n ' t  m e n t i o n  about  the 
A l g e r i a n  p o s s i b i l i t y  is  that  F r a n c e  is  do ing  what  she  shou ld  have  done 
y e a r s  ago,  bu i ld ing  m o r e  s c h o o l s ,  b r i n g i n g  the peop le  up by t h e i r  boo t -  
s t r a p s  to the p r e s e n t  l e v e l ,  l e t t i ng  t h e m  take t h e i r  p l ace  in  g o v e r n -  
m e n t  u n d e r  F r e n c h  d i r e c t i o n .  I n o t i c e  that  in  the l a s t  couple  y e a r s  
they  have  p o u r e d  an awful  lo t  of m o n e y  in to  A l g e r i a ,  and I w o n d e r ,  in 
t h e i r  doing m o r e  of that ,  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  any p o s s i b i l i t y  of s o l v i n g  
that  s i t u a t i o n  and not  hav ing  to e v a c u a t e .  

DR. FOX: That's a very good question. Gentlemen, I must 
apologize for not talking very extensively about Algeria either before 
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or in the question period, because I have not been to Algeria. I think 
I know metropolitan France pretty well. I have been in all but two or 
three departments and have studied it most of my life. I know Algeria 
only as it is reflected through France, through the French press, and 
through my friends who have been in Algeria in all sorts of capacities. 
My impression, however, is that the French have in fact put a heavy 
investment into Algeria in terms of schools, hospitals, and so on, and 
that this probably is not a solution in any sense. The reason I say this 
is, quite simply, that in about 1900 the native population of Algeria 
was in the order of 2 million. These population figures are very in- 
exact. But it was something in that order. 

A s  a r e s u l t  of  F r e n c h  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  c o m e  e s s e n t i a l l y  
i n  the  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  w h i c h  w e r e  i n i t i a l l y  F r e n c h  i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  
p r o f i t ,  to be s u r e ,  bu t  d i d  i n v o l v e  l a r g e - s c a l e  f a r m i n g  a n d  i r r i g a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  m o r e  f o o d ,  a n d  p r o d u c e d  m o r e  j o b s  f o r  p e o p l e  to w o r k  
a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  i l l  p a i d ,  a n d  p r o v i d e d  m o d e r n  s a n i t a t i o n ,  e s -  
s e n t i a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  p r o t e c t i o n ,  the  A r a b  p o p u l a t i o n  b e g a n  to i n c r e a s e .  
T h e n  in  the  t h i r t i e s  the  F r e n c h  b e g a n  to p u t  in  a g o o d  d e a l  m o r e  i n  the  
w a y  of s c h o o l s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s  (a t  l e a s t  in  t e r m s  of t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  a t  the  
t i m e  to do t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g )  a n d  the  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  s o m e  m o r e .  

N o w ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  in  the  o r d e r  of a 
m i l l i o n  " F r e n c h ,  " of  w h a t e v e r  E u r o p e a n  d e s c e n t ,  a n d  w i t h  t h i s ,  a s  I 
s u g g e s t e d ,  p e r h a p s  2 m i l l i o n  A r a b s  w h o  a r e  l i v i n g  in  a c o m p l e t e l y  
F r e n c h  s t a n d a r d  a n d  w a y  of  l i f e ,  a n d  a c o u p l e  m i l l i o n  m o r e  w h o  a r e  
a t t a c h e d  to t h e m ;  a n d  b e y o n d  t h i s  y o u  h a v e  4 o r  5 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w h o  
a r e  l i v i n g  t o t a l l y  o u t s i d e  of  the  e c o n o m y .  I d o n ' t  k n o w  t h a t  a n y o n e  
w o u l d  be a b l e  to c a t c h  up w i t h  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  of  d e v e l o p m e n t  
of  l a n d ,  of h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  of  s c h o o l s .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  of  p o p u l a t i o n  e x -  
p l o s i o n  i s  a h i g h l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  o n e .  

W h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  r u n n i n g  a h e a d  of  
F r e n c h  r e f o r m s  a n d  F r e n c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  one  p o i n t .  T h e  
s e c o n d  i s  t h a t  w h a t  i s  r e a l l y  g o i n g  on  in  A l g e r i a  i s  a m a j o r  s o c i a l  r e -  
v o l u t i o n .  I t  i s  c l a s s  w a r f a r e  a n d  the  F L N  a r e  no t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i n g  in  a E u r o p e a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  d e s t r o y i n g  i t .  

A f e w  y e a r s  a g o  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the  F L N  s p o k e  a t  
C o r n e l l .  I w a s  n e v e r  s o  a s t o n i s h e d  in  m y  l i f e .  He  b e g a n  h i s  s p e e c h  
by s a y i n g ,  " W e  a r e  n o t  p l a y i n g  b a s e b a l l .  We  w i l l  w i n  t h i s  w a r  b e c a u s e  
we  w i l l  k i l l  a n d  be  k i l l e d  to the  e x t e n t  of  2 m i l l i o n  if  n e e d  be .  T h e  
F r e n c h  s i m p l y  h a v e n ' t  go t  t he  g u t s  to do i t .  T h e y  w o n ' t  k i l l  2 m i l l i o n  of  
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us .  W e ' l l  k i l l  2 m i l l i o n  of t h e m  and we wi l l  be k i l l e d  to the e x t e n t  of 
2 m i l l i o n  o u r s e l v e s .  T h e y  a r e  too c i v i l i z e d .  " I le f t  that  l e c t u r e  ha l l  
wi th  a f e e l i n g  of d i s c o u r a g e m e n t .  

QUESTION: Sir, in observing the drift of France to the position 
where DeGaulle took charge, it seems like a picture of its being in- 
evitable that he be in charge, but it isn't anything positive that he 
wants to do but rather the negative business of thinking, "When things 
get bad enough we will retreat to him. " Is that a true picture of what 

happe ned ? 

DR. FOX: Yes ,  as  f a r  as  you have  s t a t e d  i t ,  I think tha t  is  a t r u e  
p i c t u r e .  I th ink that  a l l  d e m o c r a c i e s  in  the m o d e r n  w o r l d  a r e  going 
to f ind that  it  i s  v e r y  d i f f i cu l t  to m a k e  the k ind of r a p i d  and s o m e t i m e s  
v e r y  pa in fu l  d e c i s i o n s  by c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  and d e m o c r a t i c  m e a n s .  I 
think that ,  j u s t  as  in  the S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  the B r i t i s h  and we p l a c e d  a 
v e r y  l a r g e  a m o u n t  of a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in the h a n d s  of a v e r y  
few m e n ,  I think tha t  in  c r i s e s  any d e m o c r a c y  is  going to tend  to do 
th i s .  I don ' t  th ink this  shou ld  be c o n f u s e d  wi th  d i c t a t o r s h i p  in  the 
f a s c i s t  s e n s e  of the w o r d  at  a l l .  One c a n  l e ad  into the o t h e r ,  but I 
don ' t  th ink they  a r e  the s a m e  thing.  

I think tha t  th is  is  what  the F r e n c h  did.  They  found that  by t h e i r  
v e r y  d e m o c r a t i c  p o l i t i c a l  m e t h o d s  they  s i m p l y  cou ld  not  b r i n g  t h e m -  
s e l v e s  to m a k e  the n e c e s s a r y  d e c i s i o n  w h e n  they  got to an a b s o l u t e  
i m p a s s e ,  and they  b r o u g h t  in the one m a n  that  e v e r y b o d y  in the c o u n t r y  
r e c o g n i z e d  as  be ing  a b s o l u t e l y  h o n e s t ,  as  be ing  quite  devo id  of any  
v u l g a r  p e r s o n a l  a m b i t i o n ,  and  of be ing  who l ly  i m p a r t i a l  and  d e d i c a t e d  
to the na t ion .  They  knew p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  that  when  they  b rough t  h i m  in 
he was  going to m a k e  the s a m e  d e c i s i o n s  that  they  had  b e e n  u n w i l l i n g  to 
m a k e  t h e m s e l v e s  but they found this  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  a g o n i z i n g  than h a v i n g  
to p e r f o r m  " s u r g e r y "  on t h e m s e l v e s .  

QUESTION:  S i r ,  the f i g u r e s  p u b l i s h e d  by the Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  in  
t h e i r  D e m o g r a p h i c  Y e a r  Book  show a gap in  the F r e n c h  popu la t i on  in  
the a g e s  12 to 18. I t ' s  a l m o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e ,  i t ' s  of s u c h  a s i z e .  If 
t hose  f i g u r e s  a r e  c o r r e c t ,  would  you  a d d r e s s  y o u r s e l f  to the e c o n o m i c  
and  E u r o p e a n  p o s i t i o n  of F r a n c e  as  tha t  age  g r o u p  m o v e s  in to  the w o r k  
age ,  f ive  y e a r s  f r o m  now ? 

DR. FOX:  Wel l ,  I c a n ' t  r e p r o d u c e  fo r  you  the d e m o g r a p h i c  p y r a -  
m id .  F r a n c e  h a s  m o r e  old peop le  than any  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  in the w e s t -  
e r n  E u r o p e a n  c o m p l e x ,  and  a l s o  m o r e  v e r y  young  peop le .  I would  
have  thought  that  the r i s e  in the b i r t h  r a t e  s t a r t e d  e a r l i e r  than  y o u r  
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f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t .  Bu t ,  s i n c e  you  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  i t  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  t han  
I h a v e ,  I ' l l  t ake  y o u r  w o r d  f o r  i t - - a n y w a y  i t ' s  12 o r  14. The  gap  t h a t  
the F r e n c h  ta lk  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and  t hey  ta lk  a b o u t  th i s  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  
i s  b e t w e e n  the p e o p l e  who w e r e  m i l i t a r y  age  in  1914 a n d  the o l d e r  
p e o p l e ,  tha t  i s ,  the  v e r y  old ,  as  a g a i n s t  the  p o s t - W o r l d  W a r  II b a b i e s .  
T h e r e  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  wi th  the f a c t  t ha t  the  p e o p l e  of 
m i d d l e  a g e ,  the  p e o p l e  who a r e  now p r o d u c t i v e  in  F r a n c e ,  h a v e  a 
h e a v i e r  b u r d e n  of y o u n g  and  o ld  to c a r r y  than  any  o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n .  

On the o t h e r  hand ,  F r e n c h  d e m o g r a p h e r s  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  e n c o u r -  
a g e d  by the e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  a t  the  l o w e r  a g e s .  You  
c a n ' t  m a k e  4 0 - y e a r - o l d s .  You c a n ' t  go a h e a d  and  c r e a t e  t h e m .  B u t  
t h e r e  a r e  a lo t  of b a b i e s ,  and  Sauvy  f i g u r e s  tha t  by 1970 the  p o p u l a -  
t i on  of F r a n c e  wi l l  be l a r g e r  than  tha t  of W e s t  G e r m a n y .  Of c o u r s e ,  
a s  the F r e n c h  p o p u l a t i o n  b e g i n s  to go u p - - t h e  F r e n c h  go to w o r k  a t  age  
15 and  1 6 - - t h e  p o s t w a r  b a b i e s  a r e  go ing  to s t a r t  w o r k i n g  in a p r o d u c -  
t ive  s e n s e  w i t h i n  the n e x t  few y e a r s .  Once  tha t  s t a r t s  t hey  w i l l  b e g i n  
to h a v e  the y o u n g e s t  a c t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  in E u r o p e .  

I d o n ' t  know tha t  th i s  is  an  a n s w e r .  Y o u r  q u e s t i o n  was  m u c h  m o r e  
p r e c i s e  t han  m y  a n s w e r ;  but i t  s e e m s  n e a r l y  c e r t a i n  tha t  b e t w e e n  1965 
and  1970 the F r e n c h  wi l l  m o v e  f r o m  a w e a k  p o s i t i o n  d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y  
to a v e r y  s t r o n g  one .  

QUESTION:  Dr .  F o x ,  you  s t a t e d  tha t  you  b e l i e v e  t ha t  F r a n c e  
w o u l d  be c o m m i t t e d  to a l a r g e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  of the A t l a n t i c  c o m m u n i t y ,  
and  y e t  d u r i n g  the p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  G e n e r a l  D e G a u l l e  ha s  i n s i s t e d  
on t r i p a r t i t e  t a l k s  b e t w e e n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  the U . K . ,  and  F r a n c e  on 
p r o b l e m s  not  on ly  o u t s i d e  of N A T O  but  w i t h i n  NATO.  A r e  t h e s e  two 
p o s i t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t ?  

DR. FOX:  I a m  v e r y  g l ad  you  a s k e d  tha t  q u e s t i o n .  T h i s  i s  an  
o b v i o u s  po in t  to be t a k e n  up.  The  f i r s t  a n s w e r  i s  t ha t  o b v i o u s l y  t hey  
a r e  no t  c o n s i s t e n t .  The  s e c o n d  i s  tha t  D e G a u l l e  t a l k s  F r e n c h  i n -  
d e p e n d e n c e  but  d o e s n ' t  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y .  The  r e a s o n  b e h i n d  tha t  i s ,  
I th ink ,  f i r s t  t ha t  D e G a u l l e  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  e c o n o m i c  m a t t e r s .  
The  F r e n c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  a r e  qu i t e  c l e a r  a b o u t  t h i s .  He 
h a s  r e c e n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  e v e r y o n e  by s u p p o r t i n g  the m o r e  m o d e r n  e l e -  
m e n t s  in  F r e n c h  e c o n o m i c  p l a n n i n g .  Bu t  th is  s h o u l d  not  be so  s u r -  
p r i s i n g ,  s i n c e  he i s  not  a 19th c e n t u r y  b o u r g e o i s  but  e s s e n t i a l l y  a 
17th c e n t u r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  he d o e s n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  m o d e r n  c a p i t a l i s m  
so  t h e r e f o r e  the c o n c e p t  of a m a n a g e d  e c o n o m y  i s  not  r e p u g n a n t  to 
h i m .  He i s  not  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t  and  he d o e s n ' t  know how i t  w o r k s ,  
but ,  in  a r e c e n t  c a b i n e t  shu f f l e  in  w h i c h  P i n a y  l e f t - - a n d  I g a t h e r  in  the 
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c o u r s e  of l e a v i n g  d e p r i v e d  you  of one  of y o u r  s c h e d u l e d  s p e a k e r s - -  
the  s t r u g g l e  b e h i n d  the s c e n e s  was  b e t w e e n  the  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n s e r v a -  
t ive  f i n a n c i a l  g r o u p s - - P i n a y  r e p r e s e n t s  the B a n q u e  de P a r i s  e t  des  
P a y s  B a s ,  w h i c h  i s  one of the s t r o n g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  
b a n k s  in  F r a n c e - - a n d  the P l a n  M o n e t  p e o p l e ,  l a r g e l y  the m e n  f r o m  
the f a m o u s  E c o l e  P o l i t e c h n i q u e ,  who a r e  the e n g i n e e r s  in  F r a n c e .  
B o t h  of t h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e  f r o m  the p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r .  T h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  
r a d i c a l  a b o u t  e i t h e r  one .  B u t  the  G r a n d  P a t r o n a t ,  w h i c h  i s  v a g u e l y  
s i m i l a r  to o u r  N A M - - i t ' s  a r a t h e r  v a g u e  s i m i l a r i t y - - i s  s h a r p l y  s p l i t  
b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s a m e  two g r o u p s .  The  b a n k  and  the  o w n e r s  w a n t  to 
h o l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  down  to a s l o w  p a c e ,  a n d  the t e c h n i c i a n s ,  the M o n e t -  
P o l i t e c h n i q u e  g r o u p ,  a r e  v e r y  e a g e r  to go a h e a d  r a p i d l y .  P i n a y  l o s t  
ou t  in  the  s t r u g g l e  and  D e G a u l l e  b a c k e d  the m o d e r n s .  T h e s e  a r e  the 
p e o p l e  who a r e  s e n d i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  t e a m s  o v e r  h e r e  a l l  the t i m e  
and  a r e  t e r r i b l y  k e e n  a b o u t  o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

The  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  D e G a u l l e  a r e  a l l  c o m m i t t e d  to as  m u c h  e c o n o m i c  
i n t e g r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  i t  wou ld  t ake  an  e x t r e m e l y  
s t r o n g  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  and  r e a c t i o n a r y  i n d i v i d u a l  to f o r c e  any  r e v e r s a l  
a t  th i s  po in t .  

A different but important aspect of this general problem is that we 
have tended to stiffen DeGaulle's position and strengtheh his hand by 
annoying and harassing him. By not treating him as an equal, or con- 
fiding in him, we have encouraged him to distrust and oppose our offi- 
cial policies; and in general the less cooperative DeGaulle was the more 
concessions he wrung from us. Because the French were weak militar- 
ily at the end of the war, and their government was unstable, and so on, 
we seem to have felt that we just couldn't place any confidence in them. 
B u t  they  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to us ,  and  I t h ink  tha t ,  the m o r e  we h a d  t a k e n  
t h e m  in to  o u r  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  the m o r e  c l o s e l y  we h a d  w o r k e d  wi th  t h e m ,  
the  f a s t e r  we wou ld  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e m  up to the l e v e l  of s t r e n g t h  a n d  
s t a b i l i t y  we w a n t e d .  

QUESTION: It is the opinion of a lot of people that France's eco- 
nomic budgetary problems are at least aggravated by the rather i r re-  
sponsible attitude of the French people toward the payment of taxes. 
If this is correct, do you see any possibility for a change in this 

attitude ? 

DR. FOX: In the first place, this is not correct. This is one of 
the most serious myths that persists in the Anglo-Saxon world. The 
French collect--I am not talking about assess--a larger proportion of 
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the national income above the subsistence level than either the 
English or the Americans do. And they get it. It isn' t  a question of 
whether the French like to avoid paying taxes. It is taken right out of 
their income. Also, we don't know very much in this country or in 
England nowadays about the degree of nonpayment of taxes. This is 
another one of the problems that all democracies are coping with. 
There are one or two things that can be said about the French system 
that might be of interest or use to you. One that I already referred 
to is the case of Poujade. I don't know whether that reference was 
clear to all of you or not. Pierre  Poujade was a strange grassroot 
politician, a right-wing demagogue, who started a party of those 
opposed to paying taxes. His followers were drawn largely from those 
whom I described a few minutes ago, who owed very little in taxes but 
didn't have enough money to pay even a small amount. A permanent 
official of the Ministry of Finance, M. Paul Delouvrier (who is now 
the civilian governor of Algeria), told me that it would cost more to 
collect taxes from the small shopkeepers than the taxes would produce. 
The government's efforts at enforcement were part of a campaign to 
force these people to earn enough money to pay taxes. It was, in 
effect, part of the plan to modernize the country and increase produc- 
tion. 

Another interesting aspect of this problem is the French method 
of paying taxes. The law does not require the citizen to declare his 
income. Instead, he appears before a local official--the preceptor--  
with a statement of how much tax he intends to pay. The figure is 
supposed to be arrived at according to a formula, but only the result, 
not the full accounting is submitted. The preceptor considers the 
proposal and consults his file. He then usually says, in effect, "This 
is a perfectly silly amount. " Then he doubles, the figure and the two 
spend a certain amount of time haggling over the appropriate compro- 
mise. Finally the preceptor fixes the amount and the victim either 
pays it or takes the matter to court and, after revealing his income 
figures, gets a judgment. The French have a deep prejudice, however, 
against revealing their income. Delouvrier illustrated the depth of 
this prejudice by saying, the first  time I met him, that "It would be 
perfectly possible for me--don' t  worry, I won't do it--but it would be 
perfectly possible for me to discuss my sexual life with you, even as 
far as my wife is concerned, but I couldn't tell you about my bank 
account, " and added, "I understand with you it is rather the reverse. " 

C O L O N E L  H A W K I N S :  G e n t l e m e n ,  I a m  a f r a i d  we  w i l l  h a v e  to 
d r a w  t h i s  to  a c l o s e .  P r o f e s s o r /  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  the  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  
w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  w h e n  we  c a m e  b a c k  i n t o  the  r o o m  i n d i c a t i n g  h o w  m u c h  
y o u  h a v e  s t i m u l a t e d  o u r  t h o u g h t s  t o w a r d  F r a n c e  t o d a y .  We t h a n k  y o u  

v e r y  m u c h  f o r  b e i n g  w i t h  u s .  
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