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WESTERN POLITICAL HERITAGE 

24 August  1960 

COLONEL REID: General Mundy, Gentlemen: Today we start 

our coverage of the comparative weight of philosophies in government 
in 

activities, / our Foundations Unit. 

As the academic year progresses, you are going to find it more 

and more important to have a knowledge of the political theories of 

government and government processes. 

In each of your succeeding units of instruction you will find that 

you are running into one or all three of the branches of our Federal 

Government--Executive, Legislative, and Judicial--and you will find 

that government becomes a part of your life here at the College. 

We have been fortunate today in obtaining the services of one of 

our former instructors as our guest lecturer to open this series, 

Colonel Willis M. Smyser, currently Secretary General of the Inter- 

American Defense Board. 

The subject of his lecture is NWestern Political Heritage. " 

It is indeed a pleasure to present Colonel Smyser for his fourth 

lecture at the Industrial College. 

COLONEL SMYSER: Thank you, Mickey. I assure you it is a 

pleasure and a real honor to be invited to come back to the Industrial 

College. 

General Mundy, Admiral Patrick, Gentlemen: Since the beginning 



of r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y ,  m a n  has  g iven  a g r e a t  d e a l  of p ro found  though t  to 

the  q u e s t i o n  of how s o c i e t y  shou ld  be  o r g a n i z e d - ~ t h e  p r o b l e m  of p o l i t i -  

c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

As  a b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  he h a s  a s k e d :  What  i s  the  p u r p o s e  of p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  Or ,  to  be  m o r e  s p e c i f i c ,  he h a s  a s k e d  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s :  

Vu G r a p h  No. 1 

F i r s t .  What  i s  the  r e a l  f unc t i on  of g o v e r n m e n t ?  

Second .  What  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e s t  p e r f o r m  t h i s  f u n c t i o n ?  

T h i r d .  What  a r e  the  l e g i t i m a t e  p o w e r s  of the  g o v e r n m e n t  and the  

r i g h t s  of the  g o v e r n e d ?  

A l though  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  have  b e e n  p o n d e r e d  s i n c e  the  b e g i n n i n g  of 

t i m e ,  t h e y  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  v i t a l  t o d a y .  Q u i n c y  W r i g h t ,  in  h i s  m o n u m e n t a l  

book,  " T h e  Study of W a r ,  " c o n s i d e r s  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  p o l i t i c a l  t hough t  to 

be  a p r i n c i p a l  c a u s e  of w a r  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y .  (And t h e r e  have  b e e n  

169 w a r s  j u s t  in  the  5 0 - y e a r  p e r i o d  f r o m  1900 to 1950).  T o d a y  d i f f e r -  

e n c e s  in  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  c o n s t i t u t e  a m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  the  d i v i s i o n  of 

the  w o r l d  in to  o p p o s i n g  a r m e d  c a m p s .  Not on ly  a r e  t h e r e  s t r a i n s  b e t w e e n  

p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  but  a l s o  t h e r e  a r e  s t r a i n s  and a p p r e h e n s i o n s  w i th in  o u r  

own p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and w i t h i n  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s .  

As  we f ace  the  p r o b l e m s  of p r e s e r v a t i o n  of ou r  w a y  of l i fe  in  a 

t r o u b l e d  world, 

of g o v e r n m e n t .  

we n e c e s s a r i l y  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  about  o u r  f o r m  

H e r e ,  in  y o u r  s t u d y  of C o m p a r a t i v e  P o l i t i c a l  Though t  
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and  G o v e r n m e n t ,  you have  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e v i e w  the  A m e r i c a n  

s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i ts  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and i t s  p r o -  

c e d u r e s ,  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  the  e f f i c i e n t  h a n d l i n g  of p r e s e n t -  

day  s e c u r i t y  p r o b l e m s .  We n e e d  to u n d e r s t a n d  our  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n -  

m e n t  and i t s  c h e r i s h e d  p r i n c i p l e s  if  we want  to  u n d e r s t a n d  the  p r o b l e m  

of i m p o s i n g  c o n t r o l s  o v e r  i n d u s t r y  and m a n p o w e r ,  t he  p r o b l e m  of r e g u l a t i o n  

o f  ou r  e c o n o m i c  g rowth ,  and  p r o b l e m s  of m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  c i v i l  d e f e n s e ,  

a d e q u a t e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s ,  and s i m i l a r  s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s .  In s h o r t ,  

we m u s t  know the  l i m i t a t i o n s  and the  a d v a n t a g e s  in  ou r  s y s t e m  if we 

a r e  to do a good job in  m a n a g i n g  the  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o e x i s t e n c e  p r o b l e m .  

I ' l l  v e n t u r e  a p r e d i c t i o n  r i g h t  now.  I p r e d i c t  tha t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  

th i s  y e a r  you  w i l l  h e a r  e x p r e s s i o n s  s u c h  as :  We know we shou ld  do t h i s ,  

o r ,  we r e a l i z e  we shou ld  do that ,  bu t  we j u s t  c a n ' t  u n d e r  ou r  s y s t e m  of 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  s o m e  s u c h  i n d i r e c t  apo logy  fo r  c e r t a i n  o f  the  l i m i t a t i o n s  

in  ou r  s y s t e m ,  wi th  the  a d d e d  a s s u r a n c e ,  of c o u r s e  that ,  in s p i t e  of t h e s e  

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  we have  no d e s i r e  to  c h a n g e  the  s y s t e m .  

Now, as  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  y o u r  s t udy  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  I would  l ike  

to t r y  to s t i m u l a t e  y o u r  th ink ing ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  y o u r  c r i t i c a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  

about  the  W e s t e r n  p o l i t i c a l  h e r i t a g e  in g e n e r a l .  L e t  us s e e  what  a n s w e r s  

p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k e r s  h a v e  g iven  to  t h o s e  t h r e e  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  I p o s e d .  

In the  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e  we h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  t h i s  ta lk ,  p e r h a p s  we can  

t ake  a f l e e t i n g  g l i m p s e  at  25 c e n t u r i e s  of p o l i t i c a l  i dea s ,  and  p e r h a p s  the  

q u e s t i o n s  tha t  a r e  r a i s e d  wi t l  s t i m u l a t e  you to  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  At 
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l e a s t  you  w i l l  r e a l i z e  tha t  m o s t  p r e s e n t - d a y  p r o b l e m s  a r e  no t  e n t i r e l y  

new .  T h e y  h a v e  f a c e d  s o c i e t y  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  and  p a s t  t h i n k i n g  does  

p r o v i d e  a p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of wha t  to do t o d a y .  

C h a r t  

I have  p r e p a r e d  a c h a r t  o v e r  h e r e  to s h o w  you  the  n a m e s  and  the  

t i m e  in h i s t o r y  and s o m e  of t he  w o r k s  of the  c o n t r i b u t o r s  to  p o l i t i c a l  

p h i l o s o p h y  w h i c h  I w i l l  j u s t  b a r e l y  t o u c h  on in  t he  f i r s t  p a r t  of m y  t a l k .  

P l e a s e  d o n ' t  t a k e  t i m e  to r e a d  the  w h o l e  c h a r t  now.  As I go t h r o u g h  the  

f i r s t  p a r t  of m y  t a l k  and  m e n t i o n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k e r s ,  you  

m a y  g l a n c e  a t  the  c h a r t  and f ix  t h e i r  t i m e  in h i s t o r y  and no te  s o m e  of 

t h e i r  w o r k .  

Most commentaries on political philosophy begin with Plato, and 

most authorities in the field claim that all political theories borrow 

something from Plato. It is appropriate then that we take a quick look 

at the Platonic concept. 

Totalitarians claim Plato as their intellectual ancestor because 

there is so much in his writing that is explicitly undemocratic or out- 

right antidemocratic--such as the philosopher king. On the other hand, 

socialists claim Plato for their champion because virtually all commun- 

istic and socialistic thought has its ultimate root in Plato. 

This brings up a point that applies to all the political ideas that 

we shall sample. None of them is perfect or absolute. They are neither 
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a l l  good n o r  a l l  bad .  P o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  a n s w e r  

t h o s e  t h r e e  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  I posed ;  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  to a r r i v e  

a t  the  i d e a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r ;  but  t h e i r  i d e a s  f r e q u e n t l y  c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  l i f e t i m e s  and,  if  and w h e n  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y  e v e r  was  app l i ed  to 

a s t a t e ,  i t  s o m e t i m e s  u n d e r w e n t  p r a c t i c a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  Th i s  p r a c t i c a l  

m o d i f i c a t i o n  fo r  u t i l i ty ,  o r  p r a g m a t i s m ,  as  i t  i s  c a l l e d ,  is e s p e c i a l l y  

t y p i c a l  of ou r  own a p p l i c a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .  

But  to  ge t  b a c k  to  P l a t o :  He w r o t e  "The  R e p u b l i c "  in  h i s  e a r l y  

m a t u r i t y  and " T h e  L a w s "  in  h i s  old a g e .  " T h e  R e p u b l i c "  is  by f a r  

the  m o s t  r e a d .  He was  v e r y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  abou t  the  i n c o m p e t e n c e  

of d e m o c r a c y .  His  c o n c e p t  of  the  s t a t e  was  a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  wi th  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  in the  hands  of a p h i l o s o p h e r  k ing  and a v e r y  s m a l l  e l i t e  wh ich  he 

c a l l e d  the  " g u a r d i a n s ,  " and w h o s e  p r i m a r y  a t t r i b u t e  was  w i s d o m .  The  

e l i t e  w e r e  a i d e d  by a u x i l i a r i e s  o r  f i g h t e r s ,  w h o s e  p r i m a r y  a t t r i b u t e  was  

c o u r a g e .  U n d e r  the  w i s e  g u a r d i a n s  and  the  c o u r a g e o u s  f i g h t e r s  w e r e  

the  w o r k e r s ,  w h o s e  p r i m a r y  a t t r i b u t e  was  a p p e t i t e .  

His  s o c i a l i s t i c  and  c o m m u n i s t i c  i d e a s  a r e  found in h i s  b e l i e f  tha t  

t h i s  e l i t e ,  t he  g u a r d i a n s ,  and the  f i g h t e r s ,  w e r e  to  l ead  a s o r t  of c o m -  

m u n a l  l i fe ,  with~ull  v,~uses of t e m p t a t i o n  e l i m i n a t e d .  F a m i l i e s  would  

be e l i m i n a t e d ;  love  would  be  e l i m i n a t e d ;  w e a l t h  and  p r o p e r t y  would  be 

e l i m i n a t e d .  T h e r e  would  be  c o l l e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  the  

s t a t e ,  i n s t e a d  of u n d e r  p a r e n t a l  c a r e ,  and t h e r e  would  be  s t a t e  c o n t r o l  

of i d e o l o g y  and s c i e n c e .  
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So we f ind at  about  the  y e a r  400 b e f o r e  C h r i s t  a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  

of the  i d e a  tha t  a few w i s e  r u l e r s  can  g o v e r n  the  p e o p l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  the  

peop l e  c an  g o v e r n  t h e m s e l v e s .  P l a t o  was  s e r i o u s .  He was  t r y i n g  to 

d e v e l o p  a u top i an  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  and peop le ,  he  fe l t ,  j u s t  w e r e  not  c a p a -  

b le  of g o v e r n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b e c a u s e  he b e l i e v e d  tha t  g o v e r n m e n t  is  a 

s p e c i a l i z e d  a r t  and tha t  j u s t i c e  is  " g i v i n g  e v e r y  m a n  h is  due .  " 

P l a t o ' s  pupil ,  A r i s t o t l e ,  b e c a m e  f a m o u s  in  h i s  own r i g h t .  A r i s t o t l e  

was  m u c h  m o r e  s y m p a t h e t i c  to  the  c o n c e p t  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

and he r e j e c t e d  m o s t  of the  c o m m u n i s t i c  and s o c i a l i s t i c  i d e a s  of h is  

t e a c h e r .  Whi le  P l a t o  c o n s i d e r e d  d e m o c r a c y  to be a " c h a r m i n g  f o r m  

of g o v e r n m e n t ,  fu l l  of  v a r i e t y  and d i s o r d e r  and d i s p e n s i n g  a s o r t  of 

e q u a l i t y  to  e q u a l s  and u n e q u a l s  a l i ke ,  " A r i s t o t l e  b e l i e v e d  tha t  " d e m o c r a c y  

is  a j u s t  f o r m  of g o v e r n m e n t  in  w h i c h  the  c i t i z e n s  a t  l a r g e  a d m i n i s t e r  

the  s t a t e  fo r  the  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t .  " 
c h a r t  

Now, f r o m  t h i s / i t  l ooks  as  ff t he  h i s t o r y  of p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  has  

had a v e r y  b a r r e n  p e r i o d  f o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s ,  but  th i s  is not  t r u e .  

D u r i n g  t h e s e  c e n t u r i e s  m a n y  t h e o r i e s  r e s u l t e d .  The  t h e o r y  of n a t u r a l  

law, o r  the  law of n a t u r e ,  a s  i t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  ca l l ed ,  w h i c h  s t a t e s  tha t  

a l l  c i t i z e n s  have  c e r t a i n  b a s i c ,  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  was  d e v e l o p e d ,  and a l s o  

the  t h e o r y  of t he  d iv ine  r i g h t  of k i n g s .  The  r i s e  of the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  

b r o u g h t  the  t h e o r y  of t he  two  s w o r d s ,  t he  two c e n t e r s  of p o w e r - - t h e  

t e m p o r a l  p o w e r  and the  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  p o l i t i c a l  though t  d u r i n g  
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t h i s  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

T h o m a s  Aqu inas ,  Sa in t  A u g u s t i n e ,  and o t h e r s  m a d e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  It i s  not  p o s s i b l e  to  c o v e r  t h e m  a l l  in t h i s  ta lk ,  so  l e t ' s  

sk ip  about  18 c e n t u r i e s ,  to  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1500. 

I c i t e  N i c c o l o  M a c h i a v e l l i  b e c a u s e  he has  b e e n  m u c h  m o r e  c r i t i c i z e d  

t h a n  r e a d .  His  m i n o r  w o r k ,  " T h e  P r i n c e ,  " is  qu i te  f a m i l i a r ,  but  r e l a -  

t i v e l y  few p e o p l e  a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  h i s  g r e a t  w o r k s ,  " T h e  D i s c o u r s e s ,  " 

and the  " A r t  of War .  " 

M a c h i a v e l l i  has  g iven  an a d j e c t i v e  to the  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e - - M a c h i a -  

v e l l i a n - - w h i c h  is  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  to  m e a n  cunning ,  c r a f t y ,  d e c e i t f u l ;  

and ye t  t h i s  m a n  has  b e e n  c a l l e d  by m a n y  a u t h o r i t i e s  " the  f i r s t  m o d e r n  

t h i n k e r .  " He w r o t e  the  f i r s t  g r e a t  book  on w a r f a r e ,  and  f r o m  it has  

d e v e l o p e d  a huge  l i t e r a t u r e  of b o o k s  on s t r a t e g y  and p o w e r  p o l i t i c s ,  s u c h  

as  t h o s e  by C l a u s e w i t z ,  J o m i n i ,  Mahan ,  and m a n y  o t h e r s .  

M a c h i a v e l l i  was  the  f i r s t  to  c o n s i d e r  the  p r o b l e m  of w a r  and p e a c e  

as  a p r a c t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s .  His  w r i t i n g  f o c u s e d  

a t t e n t i o n  on p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  and s u c h  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s  a s  

a r e  s t u d i e d  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t he  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l l e g e .  He p r e c e d e d  C l a u s e w i t z  

in  the  w e l l  known c o n c e p t  tha t  w a r  i s  c o n t i n u o u s  wi th  p e a c e .  

M a c h i a v e l l i  i s  r e m e m b e r e d  m o s t  fo r  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  in  C h a p t e r  18 

of " T h e  P r i n c e ,  " w h e r e  he  a d v i s e s :  

Vu G r a p h  No. 2 

"A p r u d e n t  r u l e r  ought  not  to  k e e p  fa i th  when,  by so  doing,  it would  

be  a g a i n s t  h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  and w h e n  the  r e a s o n s  w h i c h  m a d e  h im  bind 
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" h i m s e l f  no l o n g e r  e x i s t .  If m e n  w e r e  a l l  good, t h i s  p r e c e p t  would  

be  a good one,  but  as  t h e y  a r e  bad  and would  not o b s e r v e  t h e i r  f a i th  

w i t h  you, so  you a r e  not  bound to  k e e p  f a i th  wi th  t h e m . "  

The  r e a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of M a c h i a v e l l i ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  h i s  c o n c e p t  of 

the  a r t  of u s i n g  s u p e r i o r  p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  r u t h l e s s n e s s ,  and t h r e a t s  of  

w a r  to a t t a i n  b l o o d l e s s  v i c t o r i e s .  Th i s  i n d e e d  s o u n d s  qui te  m o d e r n ,  

d o e s n ' t  it  ? 

His  m a i n  c o n c e r n  was  fo r  the  s t a t e  and  he b e l i e v e d  tha t  the  c h i e f  

f o u n d a t i o n s  of a l l  s t a t e s  a r e  good laws  and good a r m s .  In r e g a r d  to 

a r m s ,  he  a r g u e d  v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t  m e r c e n a r i e s  and a u x i l i a r i e s  and in 

f a v o r  of a n a t i o n a l  a r m y ,  w h i c h  was  a new c o n c e p t  at  t ha t  t inge.  

Now l e t ' s  j u m p  on ly  about  150 y e a r s  and look in on T h o m a s  H o b b e s .  

He is  r e m e m b e r e d  m o s t  f o r  h i s  book,  " T h e  L e v i a t h a n ,  " the  f i r s t  c o m -  

p r e h e n s i v e  w o r k  on p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  in E n g l i s h  and p u b l i s h e d  in 1651. 

The  two  p r i m a r y  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s  he gave  t he  w o r l d  w e r e  the  i d e a  of a 

s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  and the  i d e a  of t he  a b s o l u t e n e s s  of s o v e r e i g n t y .  H o w e v e r ,  

he  r e j e c t e d  the  i d e a  tha t  t he  s t a t e  was  d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d - - t h e  d iv ine  r i g h t  

of k i n g s .  

The  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  of Hobbe6  is s o m e t i m e s  s t a t e d  in the  f o r m  

of one  of the  s e n t e n c e s  f r o m  his  book  in  w h i c h  he s a id :  " l i f e  is  s o l i t a r y ,  

poor ,  nas ty ,  b r u t i s h ,  and s h o r t .  " Th i s  s t a t e m e n t  m u s t  a l w a y s  be p l a c e d  

i n i t s  p r o p e r  context~ 

poor ,  nas ty ,  b r u t i s h ,  

b e c a u s e  Hobbes  was  pointing out tha t  l i fe  is  s o l i t a r y ,  

and s h o r t  in the  s t a t e  of  n a t u r e .  
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H u m a n  b e h a v i o r  in  n a t u r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to Hobbes ,  was  a w a r  of 

e v e r y  m a n  a g a i n s t  e v e r y  m a n .  T h e r e  is  no r igh t ,  no w r o n g ,  no j u s t i c e ,  

no i n j u s t i c e ,  no o r d e r ,  no r e g u l a t i o n ,  no c i v i l i z a t i o n  of any  kind.  

B e c a u s e  s u c h  a s i t u a t i o n  is  c o m p l e t e l y  i n t o l e r a b l e ,  a n d  m o r e o v e r  it 

is  d e s t r u c t i v e ,  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  d e m a n d s  c o o p e r a t i o n .  Hobbes  found 

tha t  p e a c e  and c o o p e r a t i o n  have  g r e a t e r  u t i l i t y  fo r  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  

than  v i o l e n c e  and c o m p e t i t i o n .  F o r  s e c u r i t y ,  g o v e r n m e n t  is  r e q u i r e d ,  

and g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  have  p o w e r  to e n f o r c e  law.  F o r  s e c u r i t y ,  then ,  

m e n  g ive  up the  c o n c e p t  of s e l f - h e l p  - - t h e  a r g u m e n t  of t he  s u r v i v a l  of 

the  f i t t e s t - - a n d  s u b j e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  to a s o v e r e i g n  who, by  n e c e s s i t y ,  

has  a b s o l u t e  power ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  wi th  t he  c o n t r a c t .  Th i s ,  then ,  is  

one t h e o r y  of t he  p u r p o s e  and p o w e r s  of g o v e r n m e n t .  

Much  of the  i m p o r t a n c e  of Hobbes  d e r i v e s  f r o m  the  fac t  tha t  he  

d e v e l o p e d  a s c i e n t i f i c ,  c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y  and i n f l u e n c e d  the  

w o r k  of s u b s e q u e n t  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  John  Locke ,  

C h a r l e s - L o u i s  de M o n t e s q u i e u ,  and J e a n  J a c q u e s  R o u s s e a u .  In v i o -  

l en t  d i s a g r e e m e n t  wi th  H o b b e s '  s t a t e  of n a t u r e ,  

and R o u s s e a u  b e l i e v e d  tha t  m a n  is ,  by n a t u r e ,  

L o c k e ,  M o n t e s q u i e u ,  

good.  

L o c k e ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  e x p r e s s e d  in  h i s  two " T r e a t i s e s  of G o v e r n m e n t ,  

the  s e c o n d  of wh ich  is  t he  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  c a l l e d  " C i v i l  G o v e r n m e n t .  " 

L o c k e  c o n t i n u e s  H o b b e s '  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  idea ,  but  he  d e v e l o p s  it in s u c h  

a way as to  e s t a b l i s h  the  u l t i m a t e  s u p r e m a c y  of the  p e o p l e  o v e r  g o v e r n -  

m e n t ,  as  it d e m o n s t r a t e s  tha t  the  s p h e r e  and p o w e r s  of g o v e r n m e n t  a r e  
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] i m i t e d  by the  t e r m s  of the  c o n t r a c t .  L o c k e  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  r e p e a t e d l y  

to l i fe ,  l i b e r t y ,  and p r o p e r t y  o r  e s t a t e  as  the  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  of m a n .  

Now, I n e e d  not  po in t  out t he  t r e m e n d o u s  i n f l u e n c e  tha t  L o c k e  had 

on Am e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  His  a n s w e r s  to m y  t h r e e  i n i t i a l  

q u e s t i o n s  a r e  p r e t t y  m u c h  ou r  a n s w e r s :  the  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  of m a n  to  

l i fe ,  l i b e r t y ,  and p r o p e r t y .  ( I nc iden t a l l y ,  in ou r  e a r l y  s t a t e  d o c u m e n t s  

we f ind tha t  p h r a s e ,  " l i fe ,  Liberty,  and p r o p e r t y ,  " but,  of c o u r s e ,  it 

was  c h a n g e d  in  the  D e c l a r a t i o n  of I n d e p e n d e n c e  to  " l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and 

the  p u r s u i t  of h a p p i n e s s .  ") His  t h e o r y  tha t  t he  p u r p o s e  of g o v e r n m e n t  

was  to  s e c u r e  t h e s e  r i g h t s ;  and tha t  the  s o u r c e  of p o w e r  of g o v e r n m e n t  

is  f r o m  the  peop le ;  and tha t  t h e r e  a r e  l i m i t a t i o n s  on the  p o w e r s  of gov-  

e r n m e n t  is  o u r  A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  h e r i t a g e .  

T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  took  t h e s e  i d e a s  and put t h e m  in to  the  w o r d s  

tha t  a r e  so  f a m i l i a r  to  us :  

Vu G r a p h  No. 3 

"We hold  t h e s e  t r u t h s  to  be  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  tha t  a l l  m e n  a r e  c r e a t e d  

equa l ,  t ha t  t h e y  a r e  e n d o w e d  by t h e i r  C r e a t o r  wi th  c e r t a i n  u n a l i e n a b l e  

R igh t s ,  t ha t  a m o n g  t h e s e  a r e  Li fe ,  L i b e r t y  and the  P u r s u i t  of H a p p i n e s s .  

Tha t  to s e c u r e  t h e s e  r i g h t s ,  G o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  i n s t i t u t e d  a m o n g  Men,  

d e r i v i n g  t h e i r  j u s t  p o w e r s  f r o m  the  c o n s e n t  of t he  g o v e r n e d .  " 

The  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  M o n t e s q u i e u  c o n s i s t s  of an a d d i -  

t i on  o r  a s u p p l e m e n t  to  L o c k e ' s  p h i l o s o p h y - - t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of p o w e r s .  

He a c c e p t e d  the  i d e a s  of n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  t he  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  the  p r o t e c t i v e  
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r o l e  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  and the  l i m i t a t i o n s  on g o v e r n m e n t ;  but  he  wen t  on in  

h i s  " L ' E s p r i t  de s  L o i s "  o r  " S p i r i t  of  t he  L a w s "  to d e v e l o p  the  s e p a r a t i o n -  

o f - p o w e r s  t h e o r y  as  a m e a n s  to  l i m i t  and  c o n t r o l  the  p o w e r s  of g o v e r n m e n t .  

M o n t e s q u i e u  s a i d :  

" T h e r e  c a n  be  no l i b e r t y  w h e r e  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  and  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r s  

a r e  u n i t e d  in t he  s a m e  p e r s o n ,  o r  b o d y  of m a g i s t r a t e s ,  o r  i f  t he  p o w e r  

of j u d g i n g  be  not  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  and  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r s . "  

Th i s  i d e a ,  as  you  v e r y  w e l l  know,  a l s o  b e c a m e  a b a s i c  f e a t u r e  of o u r  

own g o v e r n m e n t .  

Now we s h o u l d  look  b r i e f l y  a t  a n o t h e r  E n g l i s h  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  

E d m u n d  B u r k e ,  who  w r o t e  " R e f l e c t i o n s  on the  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n .  " 

Mos t  of us  p r o b a b l y  got a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  B u r k e  in  h igh  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  

of h i s  " S p e e c h  on C o n c i l i a t i o n ,  " w h i c h  w a s  s o  o f t en  r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g  

a l o n g  abou t  the  j u n i o r  y e a r .  I s u p p o s e  m o s t  of us  r e m e m b e r  s t u d y i n g  

it  e v e n  if  we  did not  u n d e r s t a n d  it  a t  t he  t i m e .  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  of h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  h i s  t h e o r y  r e l a t i v e  

to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I m e n t i o n  it  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  us to t h i n k  

abou t  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  o u r  own s i t u a t i o n .  Shou ld  y o u r  C o n g r e s s m a n  o r  

y o u r  S e n a t o r  in W a s h i n g t o n  r e p r e s e n t  e x c l u s i v e l y  y o u r  d i s t r i c t  o r  y o u r  

S t a t e ?  Should  he  t r y  to g e t  f o r  h i s  p e o p l e ,  f o r  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  a s  m u c h  

of wha t  t h e y  want  a s  p o s s i b l e  ? O r  s h o u l d  he c o n c e r n  h i m s e l f  f i r s t  and  

f o r e m o s t  w i th  the i n t e r e s t s  of the  N a t i o n  a s  a w h o l e  and  d e c i d e  wha t  is  

b e s t  f o r  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s ~  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  s h o u l d  he  be  a W e s t e r n  Un ion  
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m e s s e n g e r  boy,  

and r e c o r d i n g  t h e i r  v i e w s ,  

fo r  t h e m  ? 

E d m u n d  B u r k e  had the  a n s w e r  to t h i s .  

t i v e ' s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of j u d g m e n t  and ac t i on .  

s i m p l y  d e l i v e r i n g  the  m e s s a g e  of h is  c o n s t i t u e n t s  

o r  shou ld  he  ac t  wi th  p o w e r  of  a t t o r n e y  

He d e f e n d e d  a r e p r e s e n t a -  

Once  e l e c t e d ,  the  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i v e  is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  who le  i n t e r e s t  of t he  na t ion ,  and he 

o w e s  to  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  h i s  b e s t  j u d g m e n t ,  f r e e l y  e x e r c i s e d ,  w h e t h e r  

it a g r e e s  wi th  t h d r s  o r  not .  He w r o t e  t h e s e  i d e a s  to  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  

in  B r i s t o l  and he  s p o k e  to t h e m  in  t he  s a m e  m a n n e r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I 

don ' t  t h ink  I have  to add tha t  he  was  not  r e e l e c t e d  to  o f f i ce .  

In h i s t o r i c a l  c h r o n o l o g y  th i s  b r i n g s  us  to  t he  t i m e  of ou r  own p o l i t -  

i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  A l t h o u g h  the  p h i l o s o p h y  of J e f f e r s o n ,  H a m i l t o n ,  

Mad i son ,  M a r s h a l l ,  and o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s  is m y  f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t ,  I 

w i l l  have  to s k i p  o v e r  t h e m  in t h i s  t a lk .  I u n d e r s t a n d  tha t  you wi l l  

ge t  s o m e  of t h e i r  t hough t s  on g o v e r n m e n t  in s u b s e q u e n t  l e c t u r e s .  So 

fo r  m o r e  on A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  I s u g g e s t  tha t  you r e a d  "The  

F e d e r a l i s t ,  " w h i c h  has  b e e n  c a l l e d  A m e r i c a ' s  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

to  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  

Now l e t ' s  t u r n  to  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  s a m p l i n g  of s o m e  o t h e r  

political ideas. 

No survey of political philosophy would be complete without a look 

at communism and totalitarianism, because these philosophies provide 
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the  a t t a c k  on d e m o c r a c y  w h i c h  we face  t oday .  Bo th  of t h e s e  p h i l o s o -  

p h i e s  go b a c k  to P l~ to ,  and bo th  h a v e  had  v a s t l y  m o r e  a p p l i c a t i o n  in 

the  w o r l d  o v e r  the  c e n t u r i e s  t h a n  d e m o c r a c y .  But  bo th  of t h e s e  

p h i l o s o p h i e s  c o m e  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  a p o s t - d e m o c r a c y  p h i l o s o p h e r ;  

t ha t  i s ,  one whose  t h i n k i n g  was  a r e a c t i o n  to  d e m o c r a c y - - a  G e r m a n ,  

n~rned  H e g e l .  H e g e l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  is  e x p r e s s e d  b e s t  in  h i s  

" P h i l o s o p h y  of Law,  " w r i t t e n  in  1821. 
/ 

The  m a j o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of H e g e l  c o m e s  f r o m  two p o i n t s - - h i s  d i a l e c t i c  

as  a m e t h o d ,  w h i c h  w a s  l a t e r  adop ted  b y  K a r l  M a r x ,  and h i s  i d e a l i z a t i o n  

of the  s t a t e .  The  t e r m ,  " d i a l e c t i c  m e t h o d ,  " c o m e s  f r o m  the  m e t h o d  

e m p l o y e d  by  P l a t o ,  who p r e s e n t e d  h i s  t h i n k i n g  in  the  f o r m  of d i a l o g u e s  

of o p p o s i n g  i d e a s .  A c c o r d i n g  to Hege l ,  e v e r y  i dea  can  e x i s t  on ly  ff 

t h e r e  i s  an  o p p o s i t e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  to have  the  c o n c e p t  " h i g h "  you  m u s t  

have  the  c o n c e p t  " low.  " To h a v e  the  c o n c e p t  " t r u e "  you  m u s t  have  the  

c o n c e p t  " f a l s e .  " H e g e l  c a l l s  t h e s e  o p p o s i n g  i d e a s  the  t h e s i s  and the  

a n t i t h e s i s .  The  i n t e r a c t i o n  of t h e s e  two o p p o s i n g  i d e a s  p r o d u c e s  a 

s y n t h e s i s ,  and H e g e l  a p p l i e s  h i s  o p p o s i n g  i d e a s  to h i s t o r y .  

He u s e s  t h i s  m e t h o d  to  show what  he c a l l s  the  n e c e s s i t y  of h i s t o r y  

o r  the  i n e x o r a b l e  u n f o l d i n g  of h i s t o r y .  He s a y s  t ha t  g r e a t  m e n  n e i t h e r  

m a k e  n o r  guide  h i s t o r y ,  bu t  a t  t he  m o s t  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  a l i t t l e  of i t  

and t h e y  c o o p e r a t e  w i th  f o r c e s  e n o r m o u s l y  m o r e  m a s s i v e  t h a n  t h e i r  

own wi l l  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  he  s a y s  t h a t  h i s t o r y  

un fo lds  i n e x o r a b l y  f r o m  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  of i d e a s - - t h e s i s ,  a n t i t h e s i s ,  
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s y n t h e s i s - - a n d  n o t h i n g  can  s top  t h i s .  G r e a t  m e n  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  m a k e  

h i s t o r y .  T h e y  s i m p l y  p e r c e i v e  wha t  is  t a k i n g  p l a c e  and t h e y  l a t c h  on 

to  i t .  

The  state~ a c c o r d i n g  to  Hege l ,  i s  an  end,  not  a m e a n s .  It i s  f a r  

m o r e  t h a n  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  t o t a l  of i t s  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  i t  i s  a b e i n g  and 

has  a s p i r i t  of i ts  own.  P e o p l e  e x i s t  fo r  the  s t a t e ,  not  t he  s t a t e  fo r  

the  p e o p l e .  H e r e  is  a d i f f e r e n t  t h e o r y  about  the  p u r p o s e  of g o v e r n m e n t .  

H e g e l ' s  c o n c e p t  of f r e e d o m  was  tha t  in  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  and duty the  

i n d i v i d u a l  f inds  h i s  s u p r e m e  f r e e d o m .  In p l a c e  of l i fe ,  l i b e r t y ,  and 

p u r s u i t  of h a p p i n e s s ,  H e g e l  s u b s t i t u t e s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  duty,  and d i s c i -  

p l i n e .  War ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e a c e ,  s h o w s  the  h e a l t h  of a s t a t e .  Many  

a u t h o r i t i e s  s a y  tha t  H e g e l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  as  i m m e n s e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  as  it 

has  been ,  is  r e a l l y  a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of h i s  w i s h  fo r  a p o w e r f u l  G e r m a n y .  

And H e g e l  had a t r e m e n d o u s  i n f l u e n c e  on bo th  c o m m u n i s m  and t o t a l i t a r -  

i a n i s m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the  c o n c e p t  tha t  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  is m e r e l y  the  t o o l  

o r  the  m e a n s  and the  s t a t e  is  the  end .  

The  f a t h e r  of M a r x i a n  s o c i a l i s m  and c o m m u n i s m ,  K a r l  Marx ,  was  

a s t u d e n t  of H e g e l .  F r o m  Hege l ,  M a r x  b o r r o w e d  the  d i a l e c t i c  a s  a 

m e t h o d  and  d e v e l o p e d  h i s  t h e o r y  of d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  and h i s  

e c o n o m i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h i s t o r y .  As M a r x  put i t :  

"My d i a l e c t i c  m e t h o d  is  not  on ly  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the  H e g e l i a n ,  but  

is  i t s  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t e .  Wi th  m e  the  i d e a l  i s  no th ing  m o r e  than  the  

m a t e r i a l  w o r l d  r e f l e c t e d  by  the  h u m a n  m i n d ,  and t r a n s l a t e d  in to  f o r m s  

of though t .  " 
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In s i m p l e r  w o r d s ,  H e g e l  s a i d  tha t  e x p e r i e n c e  fo l l ows  the  i d e a .  

M a r x  s a id  t h a t  the  i d e a  fo l l ows  and i s  the  p r o d u c t  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  e c o n o m i c  e x p e r i e n c e .  

Vu G r a p h  No. 4 

I have  p r e p a r e d  a l i t t l e  d i a g r a m  to  he lp  e x p l a i n  the  d i a l e c t i c  of 

H e g e l  and the  d i a l e c t i c  of M a r x .  T h i s  s h o w s  H e g e l ' s  d i a l e c t i c - - t h e s i s  

and a n t i t h e s i s - - t h e  two o p p o s i n g  i d e a s ,  p r o d u c i n g  s y n t h e s i s ,  a n o t h e r  

i d e a ;  and f r o m  t h e s e  i d e a s  you  have  e x p e r i e n c e .  M a r x  s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  

we have  t h i s  d i a l e c t i c ,  but  wha t  we have  in  t h e s e  o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s - -  

t h e s i s  and a n t i t h e s i s - - a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  f r o m  t h e m  we have  s y n t h e s i s ,  

a n o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e ;  and a n y  i d e a s  t ha t  we have  in t h i s  w o r l d  a r e  j u s t  a 

p r o d u c t  of o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e c o n o m i c  e x p e r i e n c e . "  

M a r x  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t h i s  to h i s t o r y .  He s a y s  t ha t  a l l  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  

c l a s s  c o n f L i c t - - t h e  m a s t e r s  and the  s l a v e s ,  the  p a t r i c i a n s  and  the  

p l e b i a n s ,  the  n o b l e s  and the  s e r f s ,  and now the  b o u r g e o i s i e  and the  

p r o l e t a r i a t .  E v e n t u a l l y  we w i l l  have  a s y n t h e s i s  w h i c h  w i l l  be a c l a s s -  

l e s s  s o c i e t y .  

The  p h i l o s o p h y  of c o m m u n i s m  s t a t e s :  

" T h e  m o d e  of p r o d u c t i o n  of the  m a t e r i a l  m e a n s  of e x i s t e n c e  

c o n d i t i o n s  the  whole  p r o c e s s  of s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  Life. " 

A l l  the  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of s o c i e t y  a r e  m e r e l y  t oo l s  of the  e x p l o i t e r s  

u s e d  a g a i n s t  the  m a s s e s .  M o r a l i t y ,  e t h i c s ,  s o c i a l  c u s t o m s ,  a r e  a l l  t oo l s  

of the  e x p l o i t e r s .  R e l i g i o n  i s  an  i n v e n t i o n  of t he  e x p l o i t e r s  to k e e p  down 
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the o p p r e s s e d  c l a s s ,  or,  to u s e  M a r x ' s  own words ,  " R e l i g i o n  is  the 

opia te  of the people .  " 

Much i m p o r t a n c e  is  a t t ached  by M a r x  to the t h e o r y  of s u r p l u s  

va lue .  B r i e f l y ,  th i s  t h e o r y  is  tha t  the w o r k e r s  r e c e i v e  only p a r t  of 

what they  produce ,  and p ro f i t s  a r e  s iphoned  off by p a r a s i t i c  c a p i t a l i s t  

e x p l o i t e r s .  Thus,  s i n c e  the w o r k e r s  cannot  p u r c h a s e  the ful l  va lue  

of t h e i r  work,  s u r p l u s e s  develop .  As s u r p l u s e s  develop compe t i t i on  

i n c r e a s e s  and exp lo i t a t ion  b e c o m e s  m o r e  s e v e r e .  As compe t i t i on  for  

m a r k e t s  i n c r e a s e s ,  na t ions  a r e  fo rced  into i m p e r i a l i s t i c  v e n t u r e s  for  

co lon ies  and for  m o r e  m a r k e t s  fo r  t h e i r  s u r p l u s e s ,  and t h i s  in t u r n  

l eads  to i m p e r i a l i s t i c  w a r s .  So, a c c o r d i n g  to Marx,  c a p i t a l i s m  is  

doomed b e c a u s e  " i t  sows  the  s e e d s  of i ts  own d e s t r u c t i o n . "  

M a r x  wro te  in the  C o m m u n i s t  Mani fes to :  

Vu Graph No. 5 

"The  C o m m u n i s t s  d i sda in  to concea l  t h e i r  v iews  and a i m s .  They  

openly  d e c l a r e  tha t  t h e i r  ends  can  be a t t a ined  only by the fo r c ib l e  

o v e r t h r o w  of a l l  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  cond i t ions .  Le t  the  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s  

t r e m b l e  at  a C o m m u n i s t  r evo lu t ion .  The p r o l e t a r i a n s  have  noth ing  to 

lose  but t h e i r  cha ins .  They  have a world to win. Work ing  m e n  of a l l  

c o u n t r i e s ,  Unite  ! "  

And l a t e r  Len in  s ays ,  in "What  is  to be Done- 
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f!  

"We do not be l i eve  in  e x t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of m o r a l i t y .  
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m o r a l i t y  is  i d e n t i c a l  wi th  the  f ight  to  s t r e n g t h e n  the  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of 

the  p r o l e t a r i a t .  It i s  n e c e s s a r y  to u se  cunning ,  deceit~ un l awfu l  

method~ e v a s i o n ,  w i t h h o l d i n g  and c o n c e a l i n g  t r u t h .  " 

With  the  f o r c e f u l  o v e r t h r o w  of a l l  e x i s t i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  

and i t s  ins t i tu t ions~  a c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y  w i l l  e v o l v e  in w h i c h  a l l  m e a n s  

of p r o d u c t i o n  w i l l  be  c o m m u n i t y  p r o p e r t y .  The  g o v e r n m e n t ~  to  u s e  

M a r x ' s  words~ " w i l l  w i t h e r  away  and i n s t e a d  of g o v e r n m e n t  of p e o p l e  

we wi l l  have  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i n g s .  " A l l  w i l l  s h a r e  e q u a l l y  in abun -  

dance  u n d e r  the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of " f r o m  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  ab i l i ty ;  to 

e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to  h i s  n e e d s . "  

Of course~  th i s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ~  c o m m u n i s t i c  a r r a n g e m e n t  was  not  

new.  We s a w  s o m e  of i t  in  P l a to ,  and you wi l l  p r o b a b l y  r e c a l l  t ha t  

about  two  c e n t u r e s  b e f o r e  M a r x  s o m e  of t h e s e  i d e a s  w e r e  t r i e d  r i g h t  

h e r e  in  ou r  own c o u n t r y  by~ a m o n g  others~ the  P i l g r i m  F a t h e r s .  It 

m a d e  no d i f f e r e n c e  how m u c h  o r  how l i t t l e  any  m e m b e r  of  the  P l y m o u t h  

Colony  produced~ tha t  p r o d u c t i o n  wen t  in to  a c o m m o n  w a r e h o u s e  and was  

do l ed  out in a c c o r d a n c e  wi th  the  a u t h o r i t y ' s  i d e a  of n e e d s .  

Of c o u r s e  the  s y s t e m  d i d n ' t  w o r k .  Many s t a r v e d  and d i ed .  The  

s e c o n d  winter~ G o v e r n o r  B r a d f o r d  c a l l e d  t h e m  a l l  t o g e t h e r  and sa id ,  

in  e f f ec t :  " L o o k  h e r e .  T h e s e  i d e a s  a r e  not  w o r k i n g  so  w e l l .  Th i s  

s p r i n g  I t h ink  we wi l l  d i s c a r d  the  p r i n c i p l e  of  f r o m  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to 

h is  ab i l i ty ;  to  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  n e e d s .  I n s t e a d  we w i l l  t r y  the  

p r i n c i p l e ,  to  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  e f f o r t  and h i s  m e r i t .  B e g i n n i n g  
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I I  t h i s  s p r i n g  e a c h  of you  w i l l  have  wha t  you,  y o u r s e l f ,  p r o d u c e  or  e a r n .  

Now, we don ' t  have  t i m e  to go in to  the  m a n y  f a l l a c i e s  of C o m m u n i s t  

p h i l o s o p h y .  But, out of a l l  t h i s  t h e o r y  t ha t  I have  j u s t  b a r e l y  ou t l i ned  

fo r  you,  one de f i n i t e  t h i n g  has  e m e r g e d - - t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  As  fo r  the  

w i t h e r i n g  a w a y  of the  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  i s  e i t h e r  a long  w a y  off o r  e l s e  

i t  i s  j u s t  w indow d r e s s i n g .  

L e t  m e  show you  j u s t  one e x a m p l e  of t h i s  C o m m u n i s t  window 

d r e s s i n g .  H e r e  i s  A r t i c l e  126 of the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the  Sov ie t  Union:  
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" In  c o n f o r m i t y  w i th  the  i n t e r e s t  of the  t o i l e r s  fo r  the  p u r p o s e  of 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the  s o c i a l i s t  s y s t e m ,  the  c i t i z e n s  of the  USSR a r e  g u a r -  

a n t e e d  by  l a w  (a) f r e e d o m  of s p e e c h ,  (b) f r e e d o m  of the  p r e s s ,  (c) 

f r e e d o m  of a s s e m b l y  a n d  m e e t i n g s ,  (d) f r e e d o m  of s t r e e t  p r o c e s s i o n s  

and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  T h e s e  r i g h t s  of the  c i t i z e n s  a r e  i n s u r e d  by  p l a c i n g  

a t  the  d i s p o s a l  of the  t o i l e r s  and t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s e s ,  

s u p p l i e s  of p a p e r ,  pub l ic  b u i l d i n g s ,  the  s t r e e t s ,  m e a n s  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  

and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n .  " 

T h e i r  c o m m u n a l  l i fe  i s  e x p r e s s e d  in  A r t i c l e  6 of the  Sov ie t  C o n s t i t u -  

t ion ,  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  the  land,  w a t e r s ,  f o r e s t s ,  m i l l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  m i n e s ,  

e t c . ,  a r e  the  p r o p e r t y  of t he  p e o p l e .  But,  e v e n  t hough  t h e y  own t h e s e  

t h i n g s ,  t h e y  don ' t  have  m u c h  c o n t r o l  o v e r  wha t  t h e y  get  f r o m  t h e m .  

The  p h i l o s o p h y  of t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  a l s o  b o r r o w s  f r o m  H e g e l .  D e v e l -  

oped f u r t h e r  by  F i c h e ,  S c h o p e n h a u e r ,  N i e t z c h e ,  and  T r i e t s c h k e ,  w i th  
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his  concept  of the s u p r e m a c y  of the "b ig  blond beas t ,  " t h i s  ph i losophy  

r e a c h e d  i ts  g r e a t e s t  point  unde r  H i t l e r  and M u s s o l i n i .  G lo r i f i c a t i on  

of the State ,  cul t  of r a c e ,  uncon t ro l l ed  l e a d e r s h i p ,  duty, and s e l f -  

s a c r i f i c e  a r e  some  of the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  wi th  which  we a r e  a l l  quite 

faro i l i a r .  

Th i s  ph i losophy  holds  the i n c r e d i b l e  v iew that  the  u l t i m a t e  in human  

d ign i ty  and f r eedom is in the m a x i m u m  power  of the  s t a te ,  and t h e r e  is  

a s i n g u l a r  l ack  of s c r u p l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  method .  

H i t l e r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  th i s  when he sa id :  
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"We wi l l  inc i te  the people ,  and not only inc i te ,  we wi l l  l a s h  them 

to a f r e n z y .  The p ig s ty  of J e w i s h  c o r r u p t i o n ,  d e m o c r a t i c  h y p o c r i c y ,  

and M a r x i s t  decep t ion  m u s t  be swep t  out wi th  an i ron  b r o o m .  

" A r i s e ,  m a s t e r  r a c e  of the  g l o b e ! "  

M u s s o l i n i  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  the t o t a l i t a r i a n  ph i lo sophy  v e r y  wel l  

when he sa id :  
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"The wil l  fo r  p o s s e s s i o n  and power  has  a lways  been  the d r i v i n g  

fo r ce  in  h i s t o r y . . .  Ju s t i c e ,  h a p p i n e s s ,  and peace  a r e  d r e a m s ;  c o m f o r t  

is  bo r ing  and sen i l e ;  m a n  is  a b e a s t  of p r e y . . .  E v e r y t h i n g  is fo r  the  

State;  no th ing  a g a i n s t  the  State;  nothing outs ide  the S t a t e . . .  We l f a r e  

of ind iv idua l s  is  not the objec t  of s o c i e t y . . .  D e m o c r a c y  and f r e e d o m  

r e s t  upon a f a l s e  f a i th  in the  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  of human  na tu re .  " 
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Well ,  t h e r e  you  have  a v e r y  l i gh t  s a m p l i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s  

f r o m  h i s t o r y .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  i t  l a c k e d  dep th ;  i t  w a s  on ly  a v e n e e r .  But  

wha t  I had in  m i n d  was  to  s t i m u l a t e  y o u r  t h i n k i n g  and y o u r  c r i t i c a l  

r e a s o n i n g .  

I e a r n e s t l y  s u g g e s t  t ha t  you  r e a d  s o m e  m o r e  abou t  t h e s e  p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o m m u n i s m .  You r e a l l y  shou ld  u n d e r s t a n d  C o m m u n i s t  

t h e o r y  and  p r a c t i c e  t h o r o u g h l y .  It  w i l l  he lp  you  to s e e  t h r o u g h  C o m m u n -  

i s t  p r o p a g a n d a  and wi l l  he lp  you  to  f i t  C o m m u n i s t  a c t i o n  in to  a p a t t e r n .  

You w i l l  f ind ,  a f t e r  you  s t u d y  it,  t ha t  you  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  f a r  m o r e  o u r  

own A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  J .  E d g a r  H o o v e r  had t h i s  i dea  in  

m i n d .  In h i s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  book,  " M a s t e r s  of Dece i t ,  " he s a i d :  

" I t  i s  the  du ty  of e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n  to l e a r n  e x a c t l y  wha t  c o m m u n i s m  

i s .  " 

Now, out  of a l l  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  you  keep  two k e y  

p r o b l e m s  in m i n d  t h r o u g h o u t  y o u r  s t u d y  of G o v e r n m e n t .  As  a m a t t e r  of 

f ac t ,  t h e y  a r e  two k e y  p r o b l e m s  f o r  you  to  k e e p  in m i n d  t h r o u g h o u t  y o u r  

e n t i r e  c o u r s e  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  us  in d e v e l -  

op ing  o u r  s e c u r i t y  p o s t u r e .  

The  f i r s t  i s  the  p r o b l e m  of how m u c h  g o v e r n m e n t .  

The  s e c o n d  is  the  p r o b l e m  of the  r o l e  of the  m i l i t a r y  in  o u r  G ~ e r n m e n t .  

The  f i r s t  p r o b l e m - - h o w  m u c h  g o v e r n m e r t - - w a s  v e r y  w e l l  s t a t e d  by  

our  f r i e n d ,  E d m u n d  B u r k e .  He s a i d :  

" T h e  m o s t  d i f f i cu l t  of a l l  p r o b l e m s  c o n f r o n t i n g  s o c i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  
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" i s  tha t  of d e t e r m i n i n g  what  t he  Sta te  ought  to  t ake  upon i t s e l f  to 

d i r e c t  by pub l ic  w i s d o m  and wha t  i t  ought  to  l e ave ,  wi th  as  l i t t l e  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  as  p o s s i b l e ,  tO i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m .  " 

L i n c o l n  put i t  in the  f o r m  of a q u e s t i o n .  He a s k e d :  " M u s t  a 

g o v e r n m e n t  of n e c e s s i t y  be  too  s t r o n g  fo r  the  l i b e r t i e s  of  i t s  own 

p eo p l e ,  o r  too  w e a k  to  m a i n t a i n  i t s  own e x i s t e n c e  7"  

The  F o u n d i n g  F a t h e r s  had the  a n s w e r .  T h e y  s a i d :  " T h a t  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  is  b e s t  wh ich  g o v e r n s  l e a s t .  " But t h e y  i n s i s t e d ,  o n  the  o t h e r  hand,  

tha t  a g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  h a v e  p o w e r  to g o v e r n .  

As  a m a t t e r  of fact ,  ou r  G o v e r n m e n t  has  u n d e r g o n e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

evo lu t ion ,  and is  s t i l l  c h a n g i n g .  Our  F o u n d i n g  F a t h e r s  h a d n ' t  t he  

r e m o t e s t  i d e a  tha t  the  G o v e r n m e n t  shou ld  be a p r o v i d e r  of l o w - c o s t  

hous ing ,  and t h e y  p r o b a b l y  would  n e v e r  r e c o g n i z e  the  p r e s e n t  c o r n u -  

cop ia  of h a n d o u t s  as  t h e i r  own c r e a t i o n .  

The  c h a n g e  b e g a n  r i g h t  wi th  the  D e c l a r a t i o n  of I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  and,  

by the  t i m e  of the  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  in 1787, a l r e a d y  t h e r e  was  

a c h a n g e  in t h i n k i n g  f r o m  the  i d e a  of l e a s t  g o v e r n m e n t  to one of a s t r o n g e r  

g o v e r n m e n t .  Of the  56 m e n  who had s i g n e d  the  D e c l a r a t i c a  of I n d e p e n d e n c e  

on ly  8 w e r e  d e l e g a t e s  to  the  c o n v e n t i o n .  P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  who i n s p i r e d  

the  R e v o l u t i o n i s t s  wi th  the  m e m o r a b l e  w o r d s ,  "G ive  m e  l i b e r t y  o r  g ive  

m e  dea th ,  " was  so  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  about  l i b e r t y  tha t  he  s a w  d a n g e r  in 

the  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion ,  w h i c h  was  to  p r o v i d e  a s t r o n g e r  g o v e r n m e n t .  

When  he  was  i nv i t ed  to a t t end  the  C o n v e n t i o n  he sa id ,  wi th  l e s s  m e m o r a b l e  
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words, "I smell a rat. " 

With our Government as it is today, critics can no longer say 

that it has the negative merit of not doing harm but lacks the positive 

merit of doing good. Our Government has become strong, centralized, 

ubiquitous, and all-pervasive. It is everywhere and it gets into every- 

thing, especially into your pocketbook. Yet some economists say today 

that we must put an even greater portion of our productive capacity to 

significant and worthy use. 

What does this mean? I suppose it means that instead of a half- 

billion dollars of our gross national product by individual choice every 

year going for private swinnlng pools, it should be directed by the Gov- 

ernment into welfare measures or preparedness measures. This may 

be good, but this means more government. It means more direction of 

o u r  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y ,  m o r e  d i r e c t i o n  of o u r  n a t i o n a l  l i fe ,  and l e s s  

i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m .  

It s e e m s  tha t  a s  the  e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t  i n c r e a s e s  we  a r e  f o r c e d  in to  

m o r e  and  m o r e  g o v e r n m e n t .  M a y b e  t h i s  i s  the  b i g  p r o b l e m  of t o d a y .  

P e r h a p s  we  s h o u l d  r e c a l l  A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n ' s  w a r n i n g  in " T h e  

F e d e r a l i s t ,  No.  8. " H e  s a i d :  

"Sa fe ty  f r o m  e x t e r n a l  d a n g e r  i s  the  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  d i r e c t o r  of 

n a t i o n a l  c o n d u c t .  E v e n  the  a r d e n t  l ove  of l i b e r t y  wi l l ,  a f t e r  a t i m e ,  

g ive  way  to  i ts  d i c t a t e s .  The  v i o l e n t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  

i n c i d e n t  to  w a r ,  t he  c o n t i n u a l  e f f o r t  and a l a r m  a t t e n d a n t  on a s t a t e  of 
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c o n t i n u a l  d a n g e r ,  w i l l  c o m p e l  n a t i o n s  the  m o s t  a t t a c h e d  to l i b e r t y  

to  r e s o r t  f o r  r e p o s e  and s e c u r i t y  to i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  a t e n d e n c y  

to d e s t r o y  t h e i r  c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s .  To be m o r e  s a f e ,  t hey ,  a t  

l eng th ,  b e c o m e  w i l l i n g  to r u n  the  r i s k  of b e i n g  l e s s  f r e e .  " 

Is  t h i s  the  way  d e m o c r a c y  i s  h e a d e d ?  Can  a n a t i o n  w i th  o u r  p h i l o s -  

ophy,  wi th  ou r  c h e r i s h e d  p r i n c i p l e s  of h u m a n  d i g n i t y  and f r e e d o m ,  

p r e s e r v e  i t s e l f  in  the  f a c e  of the  c o m m u n i s t i c ,  p r o l e t a r i a n  t h r e a t  ? 

Or  m u s t  we, in  t u rn ,  head  m o r e  t o w a r d  a c o m p l e t e l y  r e g u l a t e d  s t a t e  ? 

If not ,  how f a r  m u s t  we go and c a n  we go in  c e n t r a l i z e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

c o n t r o l s ,  and d i r e c t i o n  wi thou t  l o s i n g  wha t  we a r e  w i l l i n g  to f igh t  f o r  ? 

I hope you w i l l  p o n d e r  t h e s e  p o i n t s  s e r i o u s l y  as  you  s t u d y  g o v e r n m e n t  

and a s  you  c o n s i d e r  the  p r o b l e m  of d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  s e c u r i t y  p r e p a r e d -  

n e s s  posture. 

The second key problem that I suggested you keep in mind, the rote 

of the  m i l i t a r y  in  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t ,  i s  of v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  to  the  N a t i o n  

and of k e e n  i n t e r e s t  to u s .  

Our  F o u n d i n g  F a t h e r s  w e r e  qu i te  opposed  to  an  a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  in  

p e a c e t i m e .  T h e y  f e a r e d  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r .  The  V i r g i n i a  B i l l  of R i g h t s  

s a i d  t ha t  s t a n d i n g  a r m i e s  in  t i m e  of p e a c e  s h o u l d  be  avo ided  a s  d a n g e r -  

ous  to l i b e r t y ,  and in  a l l  c a s e s  the  m i l i t a r y  shou ld  be u n d e r  s t r i c t  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  to, and g o v e r n e d  by,  the  c i v i l  p o w e r .  Of the  m a n y ,  m a n y  

s u c h  e x p r e s s i o n s  by  ou r  F o u n d i n g  F a t h e r s ,  one of the  m o s t  f o r t h r i g h t  

was  f r o m  J a m e s  M ad i s on ,  who s a i d :  " I  m u s t  c o r d i a l l y  a g r e e  t ha t  a 
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s t a n d i n g  a r m y  i s  one  of the  g r e a t e s t  m i s c h i e f s  t h a t  could  p o s s i b l y  happen .  

D i s t r u s t  of the  m i l i t a r y  i s  s o  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  in  A m e r i c a n  t r a d i t i o n  

t h a t  i t  h a s  p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  our  n a t i o n a l  e x i s t e n c e  down to the  p r e s e n t  

t i m e .  S e n a t o r  Taf t  f e a r e d  t h a t  the  m i l i t a r y  w a s  m a k i n g  the  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

a m i l i t a r i s t i c  and t o t a l i t a r i a n  na t i on .  H a n s o n  W. Ba ldwin ,  not  so  long  

ago,  found tha t  " T h e  g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  cf the  m i l i t a r y  in A m e r i c a n  l i fe  

i s  d a n g e r o u s  to  ou r  d e m o c r a t i c  l i b e r t i e s .  " He a l s o  found tha t  the  u s e  

of f o r m e r  m i l i t a r y  m e n  in p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  is  d a n g e r o u s ,  b e c a u s e  

of t h e i r  " m i l i t a r y  m i n d .  " A c c o r d i n g  to  Ba ldwin ,  the  m i l i t a r y  m i n d  was  

de f ined  as  r a t i o n a l  bu t  not  i n tu i t i ve ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  but  u n a b l e  to  g r a p p l e  

w i t h  i n t a n g i b l e s ;  o f f i c e r s  to the  g r a d e  of c o l o n e l  a r e  " y e s "  m e n ;  g e n e r a l s  

a r e  a r r o g a n t ,  c l o s e d  to a d v i c e ,  i n s u l a t e d .  In s h o r t ,  the  m i l i t a r y  m i n d  

is  u n d e m o c r a t i c  and the  m i l i t a r y  i s  d a n g e r o u s  to  d e m o c r a c y .  

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I am not  a t  aU c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  the  c o n c e p t  t ha t  t h e r e  is  

s u c h  a t h i n g  as  a m i l i t a r y  m i n d  h a s  a n y  v a l i d i t y .  But ,  in  a n y  event ,  

I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  to  r e f e r e n c e  to a m i l i t a r y  m i n d .  I 

c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  f e e l  i n s u l t e d .  But  I do f e e l  tha t ,  i f  i t  i s  to  be de f ined ,  

the  d e f i n i t i o n  s hou ld  i n c l u d e  t ha t  the  m i l i t a r y  m i n d  is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by  i n t e n s e  l o y a l t y  to  the  Uni ted  S t a t e s ;  and when  I s a y  " the  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  " 

I m e a n  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  and  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

J u s t  as  in  the  c a s e  of the  p r o b l e m  of how m u c h  g o v e r n m e n t  we need ,  

we a r e  f a c e d  wi th  the  p r o b l e m  of how m u c h  m i l i t a r y  we n e e d .  And, as  

the  e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t  i n c r e a s e s ,  we need  m o r e  and m o r e  m i l i t a r y ;  and,  
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with  m o r e  and  m o r e  m i l i t a r y ,  the  r o l e  d the  m i l i t a r y  w i th in  t he  Gov-  

e r n m e n t  i n c r e a s e s .  

Dr .  T h o m a s  B a i l e y ,  an  o u t s t a n d i n g  a u t h o r i t y  on A m e r i c a n  d i p l o -  

m a t i c  h i s t o r y ,  w r i t i n g  in  1948, s a id  tha t  a b a s i c  w e a k n e s s  in  A m e r i c a  

is  the  i n a b i l i t y  of ou r  p e o p l e  to  r e c o g n i z e  the  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  the  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  and the  n a t i o n a l  po l i cy .  He c i t e s  t he  

i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  d i c t u m  of B i s m a r c k :  " P o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  

of p o w e r .  " But  he s a y s  we h a v e  a h o r r o r  of p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  The  a s t u t e  

F r e n c h  s t a t e s m a n  C l e m e n c e a u  one  s a id :  
/ 

and too  s e r i o u s  to be lef t  to  the  g e n e r a l s .  

"War  is  m u c h  too i m p o r t a n t  

" H o w e v e r  t r u e  tha t  m a y  be,  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  is  now m u c h  too  i m p o r t a n t  and too  s e r i o u s  to  be le f t  to 

the  d i p l o m a t s .  

I hope  you w i l l  p o n d e r  a l s o  t h i s  s e c o n d  key  p r o b l e m  as you s t u d y  

g o v e r n m e n t  and as  you c o n t i n u e  y o u r  s t u d i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  y e a r .  

Now le t  us t u r n  b r i e f l y  to a note  of o p t i m i s m ,  p e s s i m i s m ,  and 

c h a l l e n g e ,  a l l  in  one .  A p r i m a r y  v i r t u e  of ou r  s y s t e m  is  tha t  it has  

w i t h i n  i t s e l f  the  m e a n s  fo r  o r d e r l y  c h a n g e  and i m p r o v e m e n t .  Th i s  v e r y  

c a p a c i t y  f o r  c h a n g e  c o n s t i t u t e s  the  b a s i c  s t r e n g t h  o f  A m e r i c a .  Ye t  t h i s  

s t r e n g t h ,  th i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  g r o w t h  and adap t a t i on ,  f a c e s  a c h a l l e n g e  

at  th i s  point  in h i s t o r y  w h i c h  w i l l  put  i t  to  a s e v e r e  t e s t  as  a r e s u l t  of 

t o d a y ' s  p r e s s u r e s .  

Dr .  E r i c h  F r o m m  sa id  on a t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m  r e c e n t l y  tha t  A m e r i c a  

has  the  g r e a t e s t  s o c i e t y  e v e r  a c h i e v e d ,  but  he  found tha t  i t  i s  in  d a n g e r  
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b e c a u s e  A m e r i c a n  m a n  is  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  se l f ,  job,  and  m a t e r i a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  t h a n  w i th  s o c i e t y .  W h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o r  not ,  i t  i s  a f a c t  

t ha t  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  does  p e r s i s t  in  o u r  c o u n t r y .  To s o  m a n y  

p e o p l e ,  n u m b e r s  and s i z e  a r e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t .  So m a n y  p e o p l e  t h i n k  

tha t ,  a s  long  a s  we c a n  c o u n t  and m e a s u r e ,  we d o n ' t  h a v e  to t h i n k .  

But  t h i n k i n g  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  d e m o c r a c y .  Our  

C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f ,  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r ,  e m p h a s i z e d  th i s  in  h i s  

a d d r e s s  to the  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  of the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  N a v a l  A c a d e m y  

in  J u n e  1958 w h e n  he  s a i d :  

" M i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  of t o d a y  m u s t  c o n c e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  m o r e  wi th  the  

p r o b l e m s  of m a i n t a i n i n g  the  p e a c e  ( p r o b l e m s  of  g o v e r n m e n t  and s o c i e t y ) .  

C o m m a n d  of a r m e d  f o r c e s  a l o n e  is  not  s u f f i c i e n t .  " 

In c l o s i n g ,  l e t  us  s e e  i f  we  c a n  w r a p  up t h i s  w h o l e  t h i n g  in  a n e a t  

p a c k a g e .  T h i s  g r a p p l i n g  wi th  i n t a n g i b l e s  i s  t r o u b l e s o m e  and  a n n o y i n g .  

It t a x e s  the  m i l i t a r y  m i n d .  

Vu G r a p h  No. 10 

L e t ' s  t u r n  b a c k  to  t h o s e  t h r e e  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n s :  

What  i s  t he  r e a l  f u n c t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t  ? 

What  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e s t  p e r f o r m  th i s  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n ?  

Wha t  a r e  the  l e g i t i m a t e  p o w e r s  of the  g o v e r n m e n t  and  the  r i g h t s  

of the  g o v e r n e d  ? 

I t h ink  we have  found  a n s w e r s  to  t he  f i r s t  twoj  a t  l e a s t ,  to  o u r  own 

s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s o m e  of t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  c h a r t )  
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t r i e d  to c o n f u s e  us .  As  a m a t t e r  of fact ,  about  one -ha l f  of the  w o r l d  

today  d o e s  not  a g r e e  wi th  us .  

Now the  t h i r d  q u e s t i o n - - t h a t  is  the  e t e r n a l  q u e s t i o n .  It is  t he  

s u b j e c t  of  o r d e r l y ,  g r a d u a l  e v o l u t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  It has  b e e n  

the  s u b j e c t  of v i o l e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  and it  is  the  s u b j e c t  of v i o l e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y  

today .  It is  the  b i g  p r o b l e m  of ou r  t i m e .  

Now, the  two key  p r o b l e m s  I s u g g e s t e d  to  you a r e  a s p e c t s  of t h i s  

t h i r d  q u e s t i o n ,  v i t a l  a s p e c t s  of t he  b ig  p r o b l e m  of ou r  t i m e .  

T h a n k  you.  

COLONEL REID:  C o l o n e l  S m y s e r  is  r e a d y  fo r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  

g e n t l e m e n .  

QUESTION: Sir ,  we  f ind  in the  n e w s p a p e r s  t oday  c o n s i d e r a b l e  and 

v a r i o u s  c r i t i c i s m  c o n c e r n i n g  the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  our  A m e r i c a n  s y s t e m  

of g o v e r n m e n t .  I b e l i e v e  you m e n t i o n e d  tha t  d u r i n g  the  y e a r  we m a y  

a l s o  in  o u r  s t udy  h e r e  t a k e  up s o m e  of t h e s e  v a r i o u s  c r i t i c i s m s .  Would 

you c o m m e n t  on the  n a t u r e  of t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  and the  p o s s i b l e  way to  

c o r r e c t  t he  a l l e g e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  ? 

COLONEL SMYSER: Well ,  t h e r e  has  b e e n  a t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  

of c r i t i c i s m  of the  A m e r i c a n  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t .  A l a r g e  p a r t  of 

i t  you can  ju s t  d i s c o u n t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  ha s  b e e n  s o m e  v e r y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  s i n c e  the  b e g i n n i n g  of ou r  G o v e r n m e n t  to the  p r e s e n t  

t i m e .  I~iam t h i n k i n g  of c r i t i c i s m  l ike  tha t  of A l e x i s  de T o c q u e v i l l e  in  h is  
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" D e m o c r a c y  of A m e r i c a ,  " w h i c h  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  in abou t  1840; J s r n e s  

B r y c e ,  in t he  " A m e r i c a n  C o m m o n w e a l t h ;  " H a r o l d  L a s k i ,  in  " T h e  

A m e r i c a n  P r e s i d e n c y .  " C o m i n g  down to m o d e r n  t i m e s  we h a v e  

E d w a r d  S. F o r m a n ' s  " T o t a l  W a r  and the  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  " and William 

R i c e  E l l i o t t ,  who  t a l k s  o v e r  h e r e  a t  the  N a t i o n a l  W a r  C o l l e g e ,  ha s  

w r i t t e n  "A Need  f o r  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e f o r m .  " A l s o ,  a f o r m e r  S e c r e t a r y  

h e r e ,  T h o m a s  F i n l e t t e r  w r o t e ,  " C a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t  Do the  

Job ?" 

Thi s  is  i n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m ,  c o u p l e d  w i th  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  the  s y s t e m .  

U s u a l l y ,  you  c a n  d iv ide  it in to  two t y p e s - - c h a n g e s  in the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  

a n e w  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  c h a n g e s  in p r o c e d u r e .  Sore e of t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  is  

u s u a l ,  l ike  the  p r o b l e m  of the  d i f f u s i o n  of p o w e r s  in  t h e  A m e r i c a n  G o v e r n -  

m e n t .  T h i s  m a k e s  f o r  w e a k n e s s ,  and the  s e p a r a t i o n  of p o w e r s  m a k e s  

f o r  p a r a l y s i s ,  a t  c e r t a i n  t i m e s ,  t h e y  s a y .  

A n o t h e r  m i n o r  c r i t i c i s m  is  on the  p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  S e n a t e  

f i l i b u s t e r s ,  the  S e n a t e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  s e n i o r i t y  p o w e r s ,  and the  a b i l i t y  

to  b a l l  up l e g i s l a t i o n .  And one tha t  I know y o u  a l l  a p p r e c i a t e  i s  the  

c r i t i c i s m  of t he  b u d g e t  s y s t e m ,  the  b u d g e t  c y c l e ,  and  the  n e e d  f o r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e f o r m .  

S o m e  of t h e s e  p e o p l e  s a y  we s h o u l d  h a v e  a n e w  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  

is one of the  s o l u t i o n s .  T h e y  s a y  we  s h o u l d  h a v e  a c a b i n e t  f o r m  of 

g o v e r n m e n t  in w h i c h  the  Ch ie f  E x e c u t i v e  would  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  to the  p a r t y  
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in  p o w e r .  O t h e r s  s ay  tha t  we shou ld  have  p r o v i s i o n  fo r  d i s s o l v i n g  

the  p a r t i e s .  H e n r y  H a z e n  s a y s  we n e e d  a new  C o n s t i t u t i o n  now. T h o m a s  

F i n l e t t e r  s a y s  we shou ld  c h a n g e  the  t i m e  of e l e c t i o n s  and t he  p e r i o d s  

of o f f i ce  of the  P r e s i d e n t ,  the  Sena te ,  and the  C o n g r e s s  a l l  to  e i t h e r  6 

o r  8 y e a r s - - I  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  wh ich .  Th i s  would  e l i m i n a t e  the  p r o b l e m  

of h a v i n g  a Ch ie f  E x e c u t i v e  of one  p a r t y  and a C o n g r e s s  of a n o t h e r  p a r t y .  

Th i s  has  h a p p e n e d  about  29 t i m e s  in  ou r  h i s t o r y .  This  m a k e s  fo r  p a r -  

a l y s i s  s o m e  t i m e s .  

T h e s e  a r e  j u s t  s o m e  of the  m a j o r  c r i t i c i s m s  and the  m a j o r  s u g g e s -  

t i ons  fo r  c h a n g e s .  

QUESTION:  Would you t e l l  us b r i e f l y  the  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

c o m m u n i s m  as  M a r x  e x p r e s s e d  it  and the  o t h e r  t o t a l i t a r i a n  f o r m s  of 

g o v e r n m e n t  ? 

C O L O N E L  SMYSER: C o m m u n i s m  as  M a r x  c o n c e i v e d  it m a n y  p e o p l e  

s ay  is  c o m p l e t e l y  dead ,  tha t  we d o n ' t  have  it a n y m o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  j u s t  

r e c e n t l y  we saw s o m e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e v i v a l  in the  c l a s h  b e t w e e n  China  

and Sov ie t  c u l t u r e ,  b e c a u s e  China  i s  a d h e r i n g  to  the  o r t h o d o x  C o m m u n i s t  

l i ne  w h i l e  R u s s i a  t oday  is  u n d e r  a r e v i s i o n i s t  t ype  of c o m m u n i s m .  

T h e r e  a r e  e l e m e n t s  of s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  the  t w o - - t h e r e  is  no doubt  

about  it .  We have  the  c o n c e p t  of the  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of t he  t h i n g  and the  

d i s r e g a r d  fo r  h u m a n  r i g h t s .  T h e o r e t i c a l  c o m m u n i s m  is  in a way m o r e  

i d e a l i s t i c ,  in  tha t  we a r e  s u p p o s e d  to h a v e  a c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y  wi th  

e v e r y t h i n g  b e l o n g i n g  to the  peop l e ,  w h i c h  t o d a y  m e a n s  it  b e l o n g s  to  the  
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g o v e r n m e n t .  It h a s  u l t i m a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  s o m e  e v i d e n c e  of the  w e l f a r e  

of the  i nd iv idua l ,  w h e r e a s  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  a s  d e v e l o p e d  by F i c h e ,  

S c h o p e n h a u e r ,  and M u s s o l i n i  g l o r i f i e s  the  s t a t e .  A l t h o u g h  Musso l~ne  

d i d n ' t  w r i t e  v e r y  m u c h  h i m s e l f ,  he had t h i s  t h e o r y  and  d e v e l o p e d  i t .  

T h i s  i s  the  t h e o r y  of the  s u p r e m a c y  of the  s m a l l  e l i t e .  Going b a c k  to  

P l a to ,  i t  c o n s i s t e d  of the  i dea  t h a t  t h i s  s m a l l  g roup  k n e w  b e s t  and 

would g ive  the  peop le  wha t  was  good f o r  t h e m .  

QUESTION:  At the  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e r e  i s  a f e e l i n g  t ha t  the  r o l e  

of the  m i l i t a r y  in  the  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  p r e t t y  r e s t r i c t e d .  Do you a n t i c i p a t e  

a t r e n d  t o w a r d  the  e x p a n s i o n  of the  r o l e  of the  m i l i t a r y  in  g o v e r n m e n t ?  

C O L O N E L  SMYSER:  R e a l l y ,  I don ' t  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  enough  of an  

a u t h o r i t y  to p r e d i c t  on s o m e t h i n g  l ike  t h a t .  I t h i n k  t ha t  in  the  g e n e r a l  

n a t u r e  of t h i n g s  i t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e .  As  the  t h r e a t  i n c r e a s e s ,  m o r e  and 

m o r e  the  m i l i t a r y  m u s t  be c a l l e d  in to  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  W i t n e s s  t he  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t  of the  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  in  1947 and the  e x p a n s i o n  of i t s  

a c t i v i t i e s .  Some  of t h e s e  peop le  t ha t  I quoted  in  the  a n s w e r  to the  f i r s t  

q u e s t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  e v e n  c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the  m i l i t a r y  and the  
including 

political in the formation of cabinets and councils,/Congress, 

State, and various branches of the Government. 

COLONEL REID: Colonel Smyser, speaking on behalf of the Com- 

mandant, the faculty, and the students, you certainly have set the stage 

for the opening of the Government Section in our Foundations Unit. We 

are very happy to add you to that long list of distinguished people for 

our visiting lecturers. Thank you very much. 

C O L O N E L  SMYSER:  T h a n k  y ~ j .  

the  m i l i t a r y ,  


