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SINO-SOVIET STRATEGIC CONCEPTS

7 September 1960

CAPTAIN MARZETTA: General Houseman, Gentlemen;
Now that the building is formally dedicated, I guess we can pursue
with more dedication our own course and the mission of the College,
Last week we discussed our own concepts of the strategy that we
are following. Today we will look upon the concepts behind the strategy
of the two major Communist powers, Russia and China.
We are fortunate today in having with us a keen student of this
Communist Bloc. He brings with him also quite an Asiatic flavor,

He was born in China. He had a tour of duty out there, and he possesses
a highly respectied knowledge of that area. He knows whereof he speaks,
It may be additionally of interest to you to know that our speaker
was detached from the Industrial College this past summer after having

served a tour of duty here on the Blue Team of the Naticnal Security
Seminar Division. He is now attached to the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration,

Without further ado, then, it is my privilege and pleasure to welcome
back Colonel Wilfred J, Smith, who will speak to us on Sino-Soviet

Strategic Concepts. Colonel Smith,




COLONEL SMITH: General Houseman, Admiral Patrick, and
Fellow Students: It is a real pleasure to be back this morning. 1
attended the ceremony yesterday with great pleasure and I feel highly
honored to follow the President of the United States on this platform.

Over 2000 years ago a Chinese philosopher named Sun Tsu, in a
book which he wrote, entitled '"The Art of War, ' made this statement:
"If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the results
of a hundred battles, If you know yourself but not the enemy, for every
victory gained you will also suffer a defeat."

In these stirring times since the rise of Sputnik and Lunik and the
embarking on the world stage of such characters as Lumumba and
Kasavubu, it is more important than ever that we know ocurselves and
thoroughly understand our enemy, and appreciate the strategy which our
potential enemy is using against us today and would use against us in
either armed conflict or any other phase of warfare,

I think that we cannot afford to win 30 percent of the battles which

the world will be facing in the years which lie ahead, and as you gentlemen

embark upon your course at the Industrial College I think you should be
reminded that you have really two commencements--the beginning of
your course and the end of your course, As you commence this year's
series of lectures in your study and your consideration, I would like to
remind you of an old Chinese proverb, the author of which I have for-

gotten, It goes like this:




"Bu shang kao shan - bu kan ping ti." Translated, that means,
"Unless you scale the mountain, you'll never appreciate the plain.
One of the things which you gentlemen in the Industrial College
will acquire this year, in addition to factual information, is a perspec-
tive from which you may view not only military but political problems
in the world of today and tomorrow,
I think that we Americans are particularly prone to be rather naive
in the field of foreign diplomacy and strategy foreign to our own., We
tend to/;?:ovincially minded and to adopt the attitude that foreign cul-
tures are too difficult to understand, are not as important as ours,
and therefore we frequently do not take the trouble to try to understand
the cultures of our friends and our potential enemies.
I think that we have another weakness in our outlook upon the world,
namely, that we tend to believe that everything will come out all right
in the end, that Prince Charming will marry the beautiful Princess
and that they will live happily ever after. We also seem to think that
the seeds of destruction are in the body of the elements which oppose
us today and that in time those seeds will work in our favor and inevi-
tably we will be the winners.
But, as leaders of the military service and as serwins of our
country, we cannot afford naievet’é¢ which might be dangerous in the

execution of our future assignments.

This morning I am talking to you on the subject of ''Sino-Soviet
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Strategic Concepts. "

I would like to point out that what I am describing
this morning is not the soul of the Russians nor why they behave like
Russians., Iam trying to discuss a subject which is completely bound

up with the attitude of the outlook which the Russians have upon the world
about them, A concept is not necessarily reality; it is what you think
reality is.

This morning I walked into my office and said to my secretary,
"Isn't this a beautiful morning?'" She looked at me and said, "What's
beautiful about it?" She was suffering from a cold, and everything
this morning to her was grim and unlovely., From her point of view
this was a very dull day.

Therefore, in order to understand the Russians, I think we must
understand the concepts which they have in the strategies which they
develop and which they use both in the political and in the military arena.

Now, looking at the Russians I, for one, believe that they are the
products of their environment. They are influenced by the historical
forces which brought the modern Soviets into being. I do not subscribe

to the school that the Soviets are men without a navel, men who do not

have any cultural relationships to the old Russia which lay behind them

in history. To nt the Russians are products not only of their environment

but of their cultuyre. If you will look backwards at Russian history just
briefly, you will note that Russia, although located on the European
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continent, was never in the full cultural sitream of European history,
that Russia did not experience the age of feudalism and in that age of
feudalism and chivalry the concept of fair play and sportsmanship
_developed for the Western world. The Russians have no such concept
in their historical background., The Russians had no stimulation which
was received from the Renaissance, the art and the surge of vitality
which so invigorated the living and the culture of Western Europe,
Russia was more or less isolated, although physically located in the
Western part of Europe., In Russia's total environment of long, coild
winters, of isolation from the main stream of the life of Western Europe
in general, she developed certain cultural characteristics which, in
my opinion, make Russians behave like Russians.

There is in Russia today an underlying strain of cruelty, which
is understandable. There is a love of beauty, which you find in their
baliet and music, and in their art, generally. And there is a pathos
which is illustrated by the lilting gypsy music of the violins and the
tinkling balalaika, The Russians have a cultural background which is
unique, and Russia today is a product of her environment, just as you
and I are products of our environments,

Actually, a concept is a point of view., You must understand it.
You can't brush it off as of no importance.

A few years ago I was a guest of an Arab sheik in Palestine, and,
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as the guest of honor, I had laid on my plate a sheep's eye. As I
locked at that sheep's eye, which was looking at me with a sort of
quizzical expression and was filmed over by some grease in which
that eye had been bathed, I had a natural revulsion. But I ate that
sheep's eye, because it was the only socially acceptable thing I could
do. Ican't ﬁnderstand why the Arabs like sheep's eyes, and call them
delicacies, but T accept the fact that they do.

Therefore, we have to accept the fact that the Chinese and the
Russians are products of their culture, and their concepts, although
unbelieveable to us, are still very real as far as they are concerned,

I do not want to discuss this morning with you the subject of com-
munisin per se but would like to place communism as one of the factors
which are very important in influencing Soviet strategy today., You will
recall, I know, that communism was born of revolution, and from the
very beginning it was a dynamic revolutionary force,

In the Soviet society of today there is a great acceptance of militancy.
Communism is militant and communism is military, In the litérature

you will find reference to such things as phalanx, as fronts, as comrades

in arms, and as reserve forces. Soviet writers are referred to as warriors

of the pen. The whole terminology of Soviet jargon is very much influenced

by military terminology.
Communism is also a faith as well as a critical way of life, It is

a belief system, a belief that communism inevitably will rule the world,
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that the forces of history march inexorably onward, with setbacks

along the way, but that inevitably communism will be supreme and
capitalism will be discarded in the garbage of history., This is a

belief which is common to every Communist, and every Communist
believes that, al‘;hough history is working for them, the perpetual pro-
gress of history can be accelerated by the development of proper strat-
egy which will make the victory of communism more inevitable and bring
it about sooner,

So you will note in communism today an attitude of militancy, and
you have the acceptance in communism and its concept that life today
is not a series of military struggles and then a period of peace but that
there is an unending conflict,

Clausewitz once said that war is an extension of politics by other
means. The modern Communist strategists believe that politics is
an extension of war and that there are no periods of peace and war
sharply differentiated, The Communist writers frequently poke fun
at the capitalists who believe that there is a dichotomy between a polit-
ical phase of history and a military pericd of conflict. To the Commun-
ists political and military conflicts are exemplifications of only a
different kind of struggle, but still it is a matter of war.

The Communists are also realists, in the sense that they realize
they can never bat 1000 consistently, but they like to bat better than
500, The Communists believe that there is a period in life, in history,
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of ebb and flow, Stalin stated, "We should be content to advance two
steps forward during periods of flow and then be prepared io take one

! Some speakers have defined this

step backward when necessary.,'
movement as the Communist waltz--two sieps forward and one st:;‘ep
backward, or 1, 2, 3, undulating movements of world communisn;.

This is a part of Communist strategy, to be opportunistic, to take
advantages of the soft spots and to move into vacuums. This has been
very typical of Communist strategy in recent years.

I do not believe that Communist strategy, whether it is Russian or
Chinese, can be defined in a package and held up for exhibition, saying

"This is Communist strategy.” The reason I say that is that I think

that Communist strategy is dynamic, It is evolutionary in its develop-

ment, It is certainly not static. I feel that there may be a few speakers

who appear before this class who would like to adopt the attitude that
would give you communism in terms of stereotypes. I think this is
dangerous. I view that the Communist strategy of today is far different
from the Communist strategy of the 1920's. I feel that the Communist
strategy today is a result of adapting to world situations in terms of
the leadership potential which you have in the Soviet Union and in the
light of the economic and industrial progress which the Soviet Union
had made to date.

After all, it was Saint Paul who said, "When I was a child I acted

like a child, but when I became a man I put away childish things. "
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Russia today is showing a strategic reaction to the outside world in
keeping with her economic , political, and other developments which
she has been able to achieve. Russia today, in the words of Khrushchev
and in his statementg is tending to act like a mature nation.

On the other hand, the Sino reaction to the world is rather adolescent,
China today, a much younger member of the Communist group, is acting
in an adolescent manner and is much more cocky. She is demonstrating
an attitude where she sometimes does not seem to be sure of herself,
and communism has moved from adolescence in Russia into a more
mature phase.

It iscrather interesting to note that in world communism you also
have a strategy of cynicism, Whereas we in our vertical outlook in
dealing with our friends and with our neighbors generally are motivated
by morality and with a certain sense of real idealism, this is not true
so far as Soviet diplomats are concerned, nor is it typical of their
dealings with their neighbors.

Stalin once made the statement that actually diplomacy is an area
where a person should practice duplicity, The most famous statement
that Stalin made in this regard, which shows not immorality but a
complete lack of morality, which might be described better as amorality,
ig stated in these words: "'Sincere diplomacy is no more possible than

dry water nor wooden iron.' Those were the words of Stalin which
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demonstrate quite vividly, I think, the cynicism which the Soviet Union
has toward negotiations,

Negotiations are a technique in the Soviet Union. They are entered
into not for the final results which you would expect from negotiations
per se. They are often entered into as stalling tactics, to wear the
enemy down, to feel the enemy out.

From 1932 until about 1850 we had had at least 5400 sessions in
negotiating with the Russians, We had expended during those sessions
a total of 106 million words, by my estimates, and the negotiations had
not been very productive, as you gentlemen know. Negotiations are a
means toward an end, but the end which the Communists seek is not the
end which our negotiators have in mind when we enter into those negotia-
tions.

I would like to point out that Soviet communism today also has a
rather interesting dichotomy between what the political leaders of the
Soviet state have in mind and what the military elites have in the Russian
military system. I would like to commend to you for your reading this
year the Rand Reports, writien by Herbert Dinnersteen ., Omne is entitled
The Revolution in Soviet Strategic Thinking, "' published in 1957, and the -
other is ""The Soviet Military Posture As a Reflection of Soviet Strategy,"
In these two decisive coniributions to military strategy in the Soviet
Union, Dinnersteen shows in a very interesting manner that the Russian
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military has a larger voice in foreign policy than our military has ever
had or traditionally should have in this couniry, The Russian military
has definitely contributed to foreign policy. The impact of military
thinking has been seen all through the body of Soviet strategic political
thinking today.

I was quite interested t o note that Stalin's attitude toward war was
that he, himself, was an authority on war, Stalin, himself, took great
pride in the execution of the Russian defenses and finally the Russian
victories in World War II. Stalin, himself, was interested in reading

Shaposhnikov's book, The Russian Army. Boris Shaposhnikov actually

took Clausewitz and plagiarized Clausewitz to a very considerable extent.
Stalin's whole theory of strategy, both political and military, was that
Russia, because of its Communist socialist faith and indoctrination, was
better able to mobilize, better able to fight a war; that history made
victory inevitable, and that the Soviet Union, because of its superior
beliei, of its ideology, would necessarily win any armed conflict,

Now, military thinking was throttled during Stalin's lifetime, and
the young students at the Russian War Colleges and Staff Colleges were
forced to regurgitate Stalin's thinking on war. Stalin died, if you recall,
on March 5, 1953, and, within five months after his death, or at least
in November 1953, Major John Talinski took violent exception to the
Stalin principles of military conflict, Talinski said that Stalin had not
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been a professional and that war vx'ras the business for the professionals
and not the Russian politicians, And from 1953, gentlemen, until 1955
Russia.m military writing was rife over the discussion of whether Stalin
was/ ;‘figsll'clta.ting thaéc communism had certain virtues which were inherent
an

in the system fwhich automatically would guarantee victory because they
were Communist principles., The military men in that period said that
there are no permanently operating principles such as described by
Stalin, Stalin had listed these as the permanently operating principles
of war;

First, stability of the rear; second, morale of the Army; third,
quantity and quality of divisions; fourth, military armaments; and

fifth, organization and ability of the command echelons.

In every respect Stalin saw a Russian advantage over the capitalist
con

bourgeois enemies whichk/fronted Russia. Talinski said, '"This is poppy-

cock,'" In 1954 Marshall Bogasmistrov came out even more fervently
and much more strongly than had Talinski, Bogomistrov stated that
the atomic bomb and the hydrogen bomb made warfare a new science
and that these factors had to be considered in terms of reality, not
political theory.

It is very interesting to note that Malenkov in this period adopted

the attitude that Russia had, by possession of the bomb--the hydrogen
by

bomb~--and/development of the know~how of the hydrogen bormb, been able
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to deter the United States from attacking, Malenkov in 1954 urged

that there might be a étand-down in military preparations in Russia
because he felt that the deterrent principle was sufficiently strong,
Interestingly enoulgh, Malenkov was opposed by Khrushchev and by
Marshal Zhukov, and the military forces, particularly the Russian

Air Force, felt that Malenkov was a dangerous politician to have around,
dangerous to Russian strategy for defensive purposes.

Khrushchev rose to power largely on the support which he received
from the Russian military rank and file and the Russian leaders, and
Khrushchev came in on the platform that Malenkov was a dangerous
deviationist by his concept that deterrence was sufficient and by Malenkov's
statements which, in effect, said that peaceful coexistence was possible,

It is rather interesting to note that Khrushchev is beginning to take
the line strongly that peaceful coexistence is possible, yet that was the
principle on which he fought Malenkov and won the political struggle with
military support in 1955,

I think I will not belabor this point further, but will mention one
thing only, and that is that Bogomistrov developed a new military con-
cept of strategy which he called preemptive war. The Soviets are very
sensgitive on the point of preventive war, They think that is capitalistic
and immoral, But Bogomistrov developed the principle that a preventive
war must be in the capability of the Russian military., Now, a preemptive
war is a conflict which you launch by putting the first blow into effect
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when intelligence tells you that the enemy is about to strike, This is a
preemptive war, It is a moral action. It is a Soviet military necessity
and is taught in all of their Staff Colleges today. A preventive war is
when the capitalists merely lash out at one of their enemies and knock
him out of existence for sheer cussedness.

It is rather interesting to note that this military strategy of pre-
emptive war is an important doctrine of current military strategy in
the Soviet Union today.

I would like now to turn very briefly to a consideration of the Sino
strategic concept, I realize that here you have an area which is rather
difficult to get to in terms of substance. I would like to point out one
thing, however, that, ag Marshal Stalin regarded himself ag an author-
ity on sirategy, both . political and military, Mao Tse-tung regards
himseif as the equal of Marshal Stalin as an authority on strategy,
whether political or military.

Mao Tse-tung has recently written two books, which I haven't yet
received translations of. One is entitled "The Principles of War."
Mao Tse-tung in his other book is giving a condensation of the guerrilla
tactics and strategy which they used so successfully ag,;ainst the
Nationalist armies of China. I would say that Mao Tse-tung is a firm
and dedicated disciple of Sun Tguy whom I mentioned earlier in my
discussion, and who wrote ""The Art of War,"” ' . All of Sun Tgu's
writing, in terms of strategy, military or political, is in terms of
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deception of not making a frontal assault on an enemy, of sucking him in,
It follows the principle of when the enmy sleeps we advance; when the
enemy advances, we retard, It is the guerrilla warfare of hit and run,
the war of attrition.

This is very very dear to the heart and philosophy of Mao Tse-tung,
the idea of cheap, painless warfare, rather than adventurism and losing
everything on a single strike. As far as Mao Tse-tung is concerned,
however, he has developed a system in China which is rivaling today
that of the Soviet Union, not yet in productivity; but the progress which
Red China is making toward its industrial progress is being accomplished
at a rate faster than was achieved ever by the Soviet Union. Red China,
with its organization, with its population of 679 million souls today, with
the prospects of one billion Chinese by 1980, and with an educational
system which is turning out scientists and engineers at a tremendously
fast space, is beginning to be a challenge to the Soviet Union in terms
of world power,

Mao himself believes that he has in his lifetime developed a set of
Soviet strategic principles which can be dignified by the term Maoism,
just as you can distinguish certain principles which are called Stalinisms,
Mao feels that he has invented and made innovations in the Soviet system

of strategy which are unique., Today Mao Tse-tung feels--and has expressed
himself on the subject-~that the pattern of revolution in Red China is more
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adequate and more appropriate for the countries of Afro-Asia, for

the countries which are still colonially tied to Western powers, than
the Russian revolution. He believes the Chinese pattern for revolution
is the one which will be more acceptable to the peoples of Africa. And
Mao Tse-tung today, through his agents, is doing everything possible,
with the 12 million overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia, to ferment by
psychological attraction to the Chinese homeland a feeling of admiration
for what China has accomplished.

Now, China, in her strategic concept,has some limited and some
long-range strategic objectives, I would say/tolfe more limited strategic
objectives which Red China has in her strategic goals for tomorrow
one would be the acquisition of Japan., If Japanese industry could be
married to the rapidly growing Chinese industrial complex today, China
would certainly be an economic power to be reckoned with.

One of the goals, therefore, is the direction of the Japanese political
seed to orient it more in favor of Peking. A Japanese political party
today receives its directions not from Moscow but from Peking. The
party line is turned off and on as Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai call

the shots in Peking today.

Another goal which the Chinese Communists have in mind, of course,

is the acquisition of territory and resources in Southeast Asia, There

you have a goal which is another short-range goal, in my opinion. Whether

or not China will actually take these areas by military conflict is strictly
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doubtful, in my opinion. The Chinese have talked in a blustering manner
recently, but it seems to me that the entire philosophy of Chinese history
and of Chinese culture tends toward the more indirect approach and the
adventuristic approach in Chinese strategic goals and in the manner of
execution of those goals.

Therefore I think it is significant that two years ago Chou En-lai
made the statement that, although MAAG missions are in Southeast
Asia, /?1?; SEATO alliance is in effect there, he will come underneath
the SEATO shield and take over areas of Saitheast Asia which he wants,
This is the Chinese approach to the problem at the grass roots. This
is an attempt to influence the minds and the thinking of the Asiatics in
such a way that the Red Chinese will be able, as they did in Laos recently,

to get the people of the country willing to accept a neutralist form of policy
so that a paratrooper captain was able to upset the existing government
in that country, This was an example of coming underneath the MAAG
shield and the SEATO alliance and accomplishing the Chinese objective
by subversion,

Whereas we in the West have placed great reliance on the military
weapon and we must continue to do so, gentlemen, I think that we must
develop an understanding and an appreciation of the weapons of psycho-
logical, of economic, and of political warfare., We must be able to play
all of these weapons in the defense against our enemies, both in China
and in Russia.
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A long-range strategic goal of China today would be the redemption
of some million and one-half square miles of territory which at one
time had belonged to the Chinese governments of past years, This
territory, interestingly enough, includes all of the Malay Peninsula,
the disputed area in India, areas in Turkestan, part of which are held
now by the Soviet Union, and parts of Mongolia which are now held by
the Soviet Union. There are at least a million and one-half square miles
of territory today outside of Red China's boundaries which China would
like to and hopes to recover as her historic mission, in arriving at her
long-range strategic goal,

However, Iam very interested in the fact that Red China has gone
out of Southeast Asia in terms of spreading her influence. Latin America
today, believe it or not, is in the orbit of Red Chinese strategic objectives.
I was talking to a South American just recently and I asked him why
Chinese propaganda agents in South America are as effective as they are
today. He looked at me and he said, "Colonel, I don't know, except that

possibly we Latin Americans, who are largely of the Roman Catholic per-
suasion, have as antiquity a feeling of distrust for the Russians, whom
we have known as atheists for many years. And we have had an attitude
toward the Chinese business men who have been living unobtrusively with
us for years as being nice people, business men, producers, and so on.
Therefore, psychologically, Chinese communism may be more powerful
today in Latin America than is Sovief communism, "
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General Cabell, in addressing the American Legion last summer,
pointed out the enorm oué financial investment which Red China is making
in Latin America, Gentlemen, I would like to point out to you that in
Latin America today there are at least three days a week when Chinese
propaganda in Spanish and Portuguese ﬁourSf across the airwaves to
the receptive ears of Latin Americans over that whole subcontinent.

Red China feels that Latin America would be a strategic target to strike,
and she points out that this is the backyard, the slum area, of Yankee
imperialism. One of the goals of Red China eventually will be, as well

as the goal of Russia, the isolation of the United States. Today I feel

sure that last year the Red Chinese must have gpent in the neighborhood

of $100 million in furtherance of their propaganda efforts in Latin America.

May I point out to you that in Cuba, just off the coast of F}orida,
there are today some 50, 000 Chinese living on that island. The ancestors
of many of these Chinese originally came over as sharecroppers. Today
they are prosperous middle class and upper class business men. In less
than one week after Castro took over possession of Cuba, the New

China Daily News established a news agency openly in Havana and they

are publishing in Havana today a Chinese~language newspaper which is a

propaganda sheet of course pushing propaganda for the Communist party.
You have today also in Africa a very strong movement directed from

Peking, because the Chinese feel, as I said earlier, that they had in their
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form of revolution something more adaptable to Lumumba and the
tribesmen in that area who are now beginning to feel the urgency of
liberty and who do not yet have the responsible sense for the enjoyment
of independence and liberty,

China says there is no proletarian class in Africa. She says,
"Their people are agrarian as we were agrarian. Therefore, we will
show the peoples of Africa, the Afro-Asian bloc, the direction of the
future development of world communism, "

I had a feeling at one time that the Soviets, by agreement with the
Chinese, had laid out certain areas in the world which would be primarily
developed under the egis of Soviet Russia and others under the egis of
Peking. Ihave a feeling today that part of this agreement, if such agree-
ment has ever been made, is tending to break down, and that in the per-
ipheral areas there is tending to be competition between the Soviet way
of life and the Chinese Communist way of life today. This may or may
not be true. It simply is worth watching.

I would like to state that the Soviet and the Chinese Communistic
tactics are tactics which are very definitely interested in area analysis.
No Communist strategy, whether Russian or Chinese, leads from a sense
of just plain urgency or desire to get on with the job. Every action is the
result of a thoughtful, careful analysis.

Dr. Clem spoke to you the other day about world power theories and
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patterns. He must have mentioned, I know, the Haushofer school,
Karl Haushofer developed in Munich a school of geopolitical analyses
to understand the economic, the social, and the political factors which
motivate and operate in various countries of the world,

I believe that there is in Russia today an institute which parallels
the Haushofer school of geopolitical analysis, and Russian strategy
is the product of well considered analyses. Consequently, there is a
timing that is characteristic of Russian strategy which is very noticeable
to all of us who watch world events.

However, this attitude of looking at the world is quite different
from our attitude, as we frequently take the country-by- country approach
whereas the Russians are prone to take the area approach.

A few years ago I was in Cairo talking to my friend, Henry Byroad,
who is an old Army Colonel—not old, but a respectably mature Army
Colonel--who has gone to the State Department and is Ambassador to
Egypt. He was telling me that Mr. Souad, his Soviet opposite member,
although accredited to Egypt, let it be known that he was really interested
in the Middle East. Souad said, "Although my embassy is tmsxtedkimx
located in Cairo, I am interested in hearing from people from the UAR

and so on, "
from any place--Iragq, Iran,/' And Souad was instrum ental in bringing
many Soviet delegations to the Middle East through his Cairo office,
Souad was instrumental in establishing a Soviet embassy in Libya while

he was there. When Souad was recalled to Moscow he was given what
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would be the equivalent of the Middle Eastern desk in Kremlin affairs.
This is part of the operating institute analyzing potential developments
in the world in terms of defining ebbs and of identifying flows when such
situations develop.

I would certainly say that one of the interesting developments in
Soviet strategy today, which you gentlemen should watch as the year
develops, is the possibility {(and again I stress it is a possibility) that
the Soviets are developing a strategy of containment., You recall that we
in 1947 began to develop our own theory of containment, with the estab-
lishment of overseas bases ringing the Soviet Union. The Soviets have
been very irked by our policy of containment and, as the Soviets made
some significant advances in space sciences and in the field of weaponry,
the Soviets have, I believe, moved ahead in the overall political field
in the present offensive which they are launching in the world.

Speaking first of weaponry--some of you may recall the very famous
cosmic~-ray scientist, Bruno Kontikorvo, one of the self-confessed
traitors who left for the Soviet Union from England a few years ago.
Bruno Kontikorvo, in my opinion, was very instrumental, in his dis-
cussioﬁs with Stalin, and Bruno Kontikorvo felt that conventional weapons
had their place. But I believe that Kontikorvo and OthEJ.Z'S like him sold .
Stalin on the necessity of beginning the development of space technology

current
in an attempt to leapfrog the weapon systems which were then/in the
world.
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This attitude of the Russians, which is quite a pronounced one,
of trying to leapfrog a situation, may well be the situation which we
are being confronted with today in the idea of containment. The Russians
and the Chinese, by moving into South America, are developing a process
of isolation and containment. What they have done in Cuba is an attempt
to bring the Russian influence closer to our shores and to build up a
Rugsian wall of containment against their No. 1 target, the United States
of America.

The Russians may in the future make other moves such as they are
now making in Africa. This will illustrate again this process of building
another link in the chain of containment which is, I believe, a part of
their strategy.

Gentlemen, I would say that the whole idea of strategy is an impor-
tant part of the considerations which you should be giving—and I know
you will be giving--in the year which lies ahead. May I please warn
you to not become so interested in factics that you forget the strategy
involved. The strategy is the concept, the point of view, which dictates
the adoption and the development of tactics to be used for problems.
Therefore, I think it is more important to try to study the strategic
and understand the tactical as well, But the tactical are far more
gpectacular than are the strategic principles. But there certainly is
no question that strategy precedes tactics in the development of either
military or political philosophy.
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1 was rather interested a few years ago in talking to Fielding H.
Yost, whom none of you remembers., As Iam older than most of you
present I knew Fielding H. Yost, the football coach of the early 1900's.
He told me that his brother-in-law, Dan McGougan, was coaching
Vanderbilt. Yost had one of those famous point-a-minute teams and
Vanderbilt had a team which was scheduled only to give the boys from
Ann Arbor some practice. It so happened that when the game was over
the score was 30, Vanderbilt; Michigan 0. So Yost asked his brother-
in-law, Dan McGougan, what happened. It wasn't tactics, certainly.
McGougan said, '"Well, it was quite simple. All I did was talk to the
boys in the locker room a little bit just before they went to the field.

I said, 'Men, don't you ever forget that your opponents today are the
grandsons of the men who despoiled our fair Southlahd and marched
through Georgia with Sherman.'" That Vanderbilt team went out with
that concept--and tactics be damned. They slaughtered the Yankees in
the Ann Arbor stadium, and every man they hit was hit with the same
feeling as if he was one of Sherman's boys in blue, and went over like
a tenpin,

Therefore, the sirategic outlook is important. The Germans have a

word for it, 'veltomshaun.' I have a word for you now. This is the end,

gentlemen. I solicit your questions.

24




CAPTAIN MARZETTA: Colonel Smith is ready for questions,
gentlemen.

QUESTION: Colonel Smith, with the basic racial difference between
Orientals and Caucasians, or the Eurasians, and the difference in such
things as religion and creed, what is your view for the future toward the
alliance of Red China and Russia--whether this will come closer together
or, as you indicated, whether Red China may be a challenge in the future?
Is it likely that we might have a struggle developing between Red China
and the Soviet Union?

COLONEL SMITH: That is a tremendously difficult question to
answer categorically. It certainly is true that there are some real
differences developing and that they are quite evident between the Russians
and the Chinese today,

However, I am reminded of an incident that occurred to me last
year. My wife and I are not really avid movie-goers, but about twice
a year we get around to seeing a show. One evening occurred last year

when we were both in the mood, and I wanted to see Samson and Delilah.

My wife wanted to see The Big Fisherman. You can imagine which one

we saw. I was very unhappy about this and tried to assert my husbandly
rights, We had some words which I was agamed of next day, and we got
quite bitter about our discussion on which movie we would attend, There
were some cleavages which developed, but I assure you we weren't going
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to the divorce court as a result of our differences.

I think the attitudes of Russia and China today exhibit extreme irri-
tation and really show us some problems which can develop in the future,
What I would like to see is a non-complaisant American attitude toward
this cleavage situation. I am of the school of thought that believes that
we ought to accelerate the course of history by actions which we take,.

I think that we could accentuate the differences of opinion between these
two animals, the Russians and the Chinese, to a considerable extent.

One of your classmates may appreciate this, The Chinese have an
old proverb that when two tigers threaten a man, if the man can get the
two tigers fighting each other, even a man can cope with two tigers.

And I would like to see these differences exploited and the fires flame,
so the Russians may eventually go to the divorce court with their Chinese
allies as of today. I think there are many ways we can do that,

QUESTION: Accepting your idea that the Russians apparently are
able to react to the change in time and change their philosophy, or to
what may come in the future, is it possible that they see the present
state of the nuclear art in warfare as being sufficiently dangerous to

their long-range program that they are going to attempt to remove that

particular threat to any future Communist goal? Will you comment on that ?

COLONEIL SMITH: I think that opinion in the Kremlin is sharply
divided on that question. I believe that there are Russian military
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leaders who feel that a preemptive war might be in order in the rela-
tively short future, I think there are politicians in the Kremlin who have
the feeling that world capitalism is rotten to the core and that industrial
developments in the Soviet Union, if protected from atomic warfare

and allowed to produce, may win the economic battle, and therefore
make an atomic attack by the Soviet Union unnecessary.

I think that is a dilemma that Russian leadership is being faced with
today, with the military more eager for use of the military weapon and
the civilian politicians, of which Khrushchev might be the leading example,
feeling that economic warfare will in the long run spell victory for the
Soviet Union, with less risk., This is, I think, the nature of the problem
posed in the Kremlin today.

QUESTION: Sir, would you care to expound on the Chinese Communist
commune system, its present status, and what adverse effect it might
have on the spreading of communism to the Latin American continent ?

COLONEL SMITH: That is another very large question. There is
one school of thought in this country which believes that the Chinese
Communists have moved too rapidly in the development of the commune
system, that the Chinese will not accept the regimentation of the commune,
and that therefore you are going to have the real probability of an internal
revolt.

I, myself, do not subscribe to this optimistic interpretation of the
commune problem, Last year there were 26, 000 commune units in Red
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China. Today there are 24, 000 communal units in Red China, There
is one thing which is overlocked by many Western observers of Red
China, and that is that the Red Chinese hierarchy in the government
has an apparatus which is very sensitive to grass roots reaction, and
they have a recording system to Peking which indicates when the pres-
gures are becoming too oppressive and when revolts are likely to take
place,

Six months after the commune system was inaugurated, the rulers
in Peking made some announcements which relaxed a few of these pres-
sures. For example, commune members were managing eight hours of
sleep a night, they were allowed a little more food, and pressures were
not quite so strong in terms of the work schedule daily.

Now, this sensitivity toward a popular feeling on the part of the
masses is a unique and very infant feature of the Chinese Communist
apparatus. They are sensitive to the reactions of the peasants, They
are capable, therefore, of taking one step backward in the commune
situation--or in any other situation--when it tends to get out of hand.

And in Red China today you have a constantly going study of peoples’
reactions at the grass roots level,

For example, the dietary amount of food a person gets in China is
carefully and scientifically gauged so that the commune members get
enough food to perform their daily stint but not an ounce more which
would allow them to be too revolutionary once they get home during
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their short hours of leisure.

Believe me, gentlemen, this is a diabolically clever, scientifically
imposed system of controlling the dietary habits of people, of keeping
them docile, so that nobody can have enough fire and energy to be
revolutionary. It is very efficient and very scientific,

QUESTION: Colonel, you and previous speakers have commented
on the Chinese rapid economic development in the last 10 years and
the fact that it has become the model--or at least the Chinese Commun-
ists would like to make it the model--for the admiration of the Asian
states, I wonder if you will elaborate just a little bit on the means
which the Chinese used to develop their economy so rapidly and in such
a short period.

COLONEL SMITH: This is a very interesting question, When I
was a boy in China, Chinese industry was virtually nonexistent, When
some of you were serving in the CBI, you didn't see much industrial
development in the area where you were in service., This phenomenon
of industrial development has occurred rapidly,

Part of the urge to develop industrially, to go modern fast, believe

it or not, is the result of a deep-seated inferiority complex. All during
the 18th century China was inferior primarily because she didn't have

economic industrial power. One of the first things that Mao Tse-tung

did when he came into power was to wrestle firgt with the agrarian prob-

lem, and almost immediately to start laying the groundwork for industrial
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development.

Every Chinese today, as tired as he may be, and not altogether
happy with the Communist regime-~-which you can understand--still
feels, as a Chinese, a member of a race which for yvears has been
noted for its lack of industrialization, proud when he sees the new indus-
tries rising in China today.

Mao Tse-tung, through his- whole propaganda system working on the
minds of the people in China, has developed a program of emulation,

If one factory produces over its norm, it gets lots of publicity, and
another one says, ''We'll beat your record.” Then there is publicity
there, There is a system of emulation, of provocation to gsee that they
do more. The slogan in Red China today is: '"Let's do 10 years'® work
in one! Let's do a year's work in 10 days!" These slogans and banners
are all over the walls,

There is a psychological drive for eﬁuhtion and competition which
Mao and his coterie have generated amongst the people,

Right now Chinese industrial progress is beginning to lag a little
bit, People are tired. Recent reports from Red China indicate that
foremen and tool operators have gone to sleep on the job and that the
cutting tools are ruining valuable material. I predict that in the next
few months you will find another slow-down process ordered by Peking
in order to give the people a little more -credit and not hit them quite
so much with the stick. Industrial-wise it has been going too fast in
recent months.
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QUESTION: Could you assess the possibility of the success of
the Chinese in seducing the Japanese to become a member of their
team ? Thus far the Chinese have been eminently successful in this,

COLONEL SMITH: That's a very good question. Iam probably
being very trite in saying these are good questions. You probably
hear that frequently, Here is the situation in Japan: Psychologically
many Japanese people have a guilt complex for Japanese efforts in
World War II. Many have a guilt complex, just as many Germans in
West Germany have a guilt complex for activities of the Nazis,

The Chinese are very, very clever in dealing with the Japanese.
For example: Last year I could not recall more than just a few weeks
during the entire year when there wasn't a visiting trade or cultural
delegation from Japan in Peking, The Japanese were visiting Peking,
and the Japanese were being shown what China had developed industrially
in terms of leadership in Asia,

The Chinese Communists are telling the Japanese that there is no
future at all in continuing in a Western alliance, that if Japan wants to adhere
to the security treaty which has caused so much trouble to the Kishi govern-
ment Japan eventually will become, in Chinese Communist words, the
orphan of Asia, completely iscolated.

There is in Japan today a nostalgic feeling on the part of many
buginess men that trade with the mainland of China is economically
important, Prior to World War II Japan did 15 percent of her total trade
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with the Chinege mainland. Today she is doing somewhat less than 3
percent. Many business men feel they would like to return to the "good
old days."

Chinese radio propaganda in Japan today which is more or less
ligtened to by the masses constantly dwells on the theme that Japan is
going to become an orphan in Asia, that China is self-sufficient now
with her new industries, and that Japan will completely die on the vine
unless she sees the light and marches forward to the Peoples' Republic
of Red China, This is a subtle and many faceted propaganda campaign.

I was interested to note yesterday that the new Premier of Japan,
Hiota Ikaba, promised the Japanese people that the national income would
be doubled in 10 years. He promised the Japanese people that in 10 years
Japan would have an industrial strength equal to that of the greatest nations
in Western Europe, This is an interesting promise, Hiota may live to
see the day when the Communists will say, "What happened to those
promises?' Those promises Hiota made may be somewhat embarrassing
if Japan loses out in economic competition with the mainland.

QUESTION: Your remarks, Colonel, put into very clear focus what
we have been reading about and hearing about with respect to the pro-
tracted conflict and the fact that it employs all factors, such as political,
economic, sociological, technological, psychological, and military. In
recent months the Houses of Congress have become apparently aware
of this particular problem, and the House, in a Republican Party Policy
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Committee, has had about 21 study papers on the subject of national
strategy and strength, and the Senate, a few months earlier, had,
through the auspices of Johns Hopkins, a somewhat similar study con-
ducted under the auspices of the Senate Foreign Relation Commi-ttee.
And currently there is a commission apppadnted by the President that

is makin.g a very comprehensive study on national goals and presumably
will address itself to the same question, I understand that this probably
will not be released until after the election.

My question is this: We seem to be crystallizing an awareness
both in the Legislative Branch of the Government and in the Executive
Branch of the Government as to the paramaters of our problem, Do
you have any specific suggestions with reapect to an action program or
things that could be undertaken in order to take the initiative away from
the Communists and to begin to act in a manner that is going to have a
greater degree or likelihood of success, not only in the immediate future
but over the long pull?

COLONEL SMITH:; I believe that Colonel Kintner, who addressed
you recently, is far better qualified to answer the question than I am,

I am presently an adherent of the Kintner and Strausz Hupe school which
is working on the protracted conflict problem, I think there are many
things we could do. I I tried to elaborate on all the actions I think we

could take I would have you here until tomorrow. I think there is one

thing we could do, though. We could seize the offensive against the Soviets
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in terms of--if I may use the expression--fighting fire with fire. I
realize that this is not popular with American audiences, and I am
vulnerable in standing here and saying that we ought to fight fire with
fire. lam a Christian, and you are Ch;'istians, and we are gentlemen,
not by an act of Congress but because we are gentlemen, period, We
don't like to think of doing anything nasty, Well, in football and baseball
and a few other sports we get ugly occasionally.

The thing I have in mind, to sum it up, is that we could adopt a
political policy of putting emery dust in the machinery of communism
in a passive way--with no Hungarian revolts, so that people wouldn't
have to die, We could do a lot of little things which our CIA brethern
and others could think up which would be really nasty, and put this emery
dust into the machinery of communism and begin to grind those bearings
down, one Communist bearing against another. Our emery-dust program,
if we were really serious about the thing, would be advisable.

There are a few things I can suggest, I'll give you one little
example. Red China regafds North Korea as her preserve. Russia
has satellites, and Red China has North Korea as her satellite, and possibly
Tibet, We don't recognize Red China. So our State Department addresses
a note to Moscow tomorrow on a question involving North Korea. China
feels this is most inappropriate, That's her satellite. She screams to
Moscow, and says, '"What are you doing with that North Korean problem ?"

Thig is between Peking and Moscow.. We don't recognize Red China.
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Do we embarrass anybody? We just happened to do it, We had no
wrong intention,

I think there are lots of actions which we could take which would
not cause risk to life and property but which psychologically could be
added to this seething ferment of Mao and Khrushchev, which might
make them hate each other more.

Wouldn't that be a nasty thing to do? These are some of the actions
we could take,

QUESTION: Concerning the question of the possibility of getting
behind the Russians in the future, I am thinking about the angle of the
racial difference. The Chinese always think about the Russians as
Westerners, and of course the Russians have tried to impress on the
Chinese that they are half Asian, My question is; How do the Russians
feel themselves? Do they feel much more European, or do they have a
taint of this Asiatic feeling in them ?

COLONEL SMITH: That's a good question, a question on the racial
feeling of the Russians and the Chinese, Napoleon Bonaparte once made
a very famous remark. He said, "Scratch a Russian and you find a
Tartar.' He felt that the Asiatic influence was very much under the
gsurface, but not very deeply under the surface., This was an unscientific
observation of Napoleon Bonaparte,

As a boy in China I was interested in the fact that the Chinese had
a strong feeling of racial respect for themselves, as sons of Han, people
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who had done great things in history and were superior, whether
industrial or not, and had the stuff, They had words of opprobrium,
They used to call all Westerners foreign devils, This was a general
term for all foreign devils, and sometimes they would call them people
with big noses., They looked down upon Westerners,

The thing that intrigued me no end was that they had special little
pet terms for the Russiang--not the French, Germans, or English, but
the Russians, They said, for example, "A Russian is a man with a great
big bodsr and a begtle brain. "

I was interested a few years ago in the Communist press when
it ‘had a story about a Russian cultural attache visiting in Canton. He
inspected the gymnastics of the Red Chinese boys and girls and looked
at a basketball game and criticized the basketball ag not being a Commun-
ist basketball, There is an international basketball and the Communist
basketball is a little smaller in size, He made these notations., Then
they had a tremendously important lunch and the Russian was feeling his
vodka, and he was saying that sports were the prerogative of the Soviet
Union, that the Russians played basketball better and did everything better,
The Chinese said, "Some sports are native to countries~-like baseball is

"" The Russian said, "Ah, phooey, baseball is just

an American sport,
a comic type that went wild,” The Chinese said that football is an impor-
tant sport/and goccer, which ig played in England, The Russian had no

use for that, But the Spaniard sport was very interesting,: the Chinese
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thought. He said, "They fight the bull." "Oh, that's nothing, " the
Russian said. He said, "I, myself, can fight a bull," So the Chinese,
very thoughtfully, to please their guest, brought the village bull in,

The Russian comrade took a saber and rushed into the field of battle,
fell on his face, and the bull gored him. And the Communist newspaper
said that the comrade had to be taken to the hospital, and died.

So the Chinese Peoples Republic, for the Sino-Soviet Friendship
Society, erected a great, huge shaft in the square to the comrade who had
given his life for friendship. That was the end of the newspaper story,

As to your question earlier, Captain, I would like to see a follow-up
of that, a whispering campaign in that area, I'd like to see some sugges-
tions: "Remember the commrade who died for Sino-Soviet friendship,
There is a shame. All the Chinese who are sons of Han were not taken
with this." "The Russians ought to surreptitiously take pool dung and
smear it on the statue," "Really, gentlemen, the hero was not that
Russian comrade but was the Chinese bull, If a Chinese bull can be that
patriotic, should a man be any less?"

This is the type of psychology which I think the Chinese people can
understand, We have an expression regarding the bull which is not very
polite in parlor society. The Chinese have words like shen nu, meaning
shooting the bull, They would get the significance of this. It would
appeal to the humor of the Chinesé.
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QUESTION: I wonder how you feel about the que;stioﬁ of admission
of Red China fo the U, N. at any time in the future, possibly influenced
by the problem we will have in the next few years with Chiang Kai-shek,

COLONEL SMITH: The question of re¢bgnition of Red China I
believe is inevitable in the next few years. It won't come immediately,
regardless of whether Nixon or Kennedy is elected, because both plat-
forms are opposed to recognition of Red China. I think that we may
be maneuvered into a position of accepting Red China, at least in the
United Nations, by an Afro-Asian bloec. Particularlty the Latin American
bloc now is being maneuvered toward Red China and this will probably
produce some votes in the assembly,

It is harder and harder every year to keep the assembly in line on
recognition of
/Red China. I think the first thing would have to be Red China's admission
into the United Nations.,

Whether we recognize Red Chine in the immediate future or not, I
don't know. I think it will come in five years, if I stick my neck out,

It will not be because we respect or admire or condone what Red China
has been doing. But we will probably feel that from an intelligence point
of view and from other points of view we had better be in there looking
behind the Bamboo Curtain,

Americans today think that Red China is marking time because of
the Bamboo Curtain which we have partly erected. Our nonrecognition
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policy makes us think that China is not a part of this world of ours.

It is very much a part, I think that for practical reasons—not moral
reasons--we will recognize Red China. It is my thinking, gentlemen,

It is not an official statement of the Air Force, you will understand,

and should not be attributed to the Industrial College, with which I have
been associated recently. I think we will recognize Red China eventually.

QUESTION: You spoke of the special power of 15 million overseas
Chinese for propaganda for the Chinese Reds. I have a two-part question,
First: How politically important are these overseas Chinese in the
countries they live in? Secondly: How successful has this propaganda
campéign been to date?

COLONEL SMITH: The question is: How important are the overseas
Chinese? It is difficult to answer. They are not numerous in any one of
the countries, but most of them are middle class business men who have
a degree of financial affluence and fherefore influence the newspapers
and other agencies and businesses whicﬁ they own. In almost every
country in Southeast Asia today there is a feeling of hatred or antagonism
toward these Chinese because they are successful and prosperous. In
February 1959 Thailand banned ;CI:'.:ese imports, and action has been
taken in Indonesia recently against Chinese residents. There is a feeling
of hostility in their progress of operation., But they are still im portant
because they occupy responsible positions in the societies in which they
live,
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The second part of your question is difficult to answer, I had
a Chinese professor visiting me during the Korean War. This gentle-
man was internationally known for his activities against communism
and he is certainly a credit to the academic field. He is a very prom-
inent professor. One day he came to me and said, "Bill, I have a
confession to make. I want to tell you something. Every time the
American troops take a licking in Korea I feel happy.” He said,
"God forgive n;e. I am not pro-Communist but I am Chinese. Our people
lost the opium war. We were kicked around in the Boxer Rebellion,
We had so many disgraces in our history that now I feel happy when
Chinese troops are victorious. God forgive me, They are Communists,

There is this call of the Blood, and gentlemen, don't underestimate
it, on the part of the overseas Chinese, who are beginning to see, and
are partly deluded by Communist propaganda.

General Cabell said that one of the important things about Chinese
propaganda todéy is that they discuss the capabilities of tamorrow as
if they were capabilities of today, The Red Chinese are wooing the
overseas Chinese in many instances by the blandishments of their boasts,
and with some exhibition of the Red Chinese production. And there is
the strong call of blood which to the Chinese is a very important psycho-
logical factor,

I am a University of Michigan man, and it gives my heart real pain
when Army beats Michigan, I have lost money on the football games,
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I have a small part of the feeling which is much more exemplified in
the Chinese. They have a ra;:ial sense of personal identification
with their countrymen,

Gentlemen, there are some speakers who are dull; there are some
speakers who are provocative; there are others who are dull and pro-
vocative, From the point of view of some of you I have been provocative;
from the point of vie?.v of others I have been dull, I hope from everybody's
point of view that at least I have not been too long-winded.

Thank you very, very much,

CAPTAIN MARZETTA: Now you know why he is called Bill Josh

Smith,
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