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~ COLONEL de ﬂémm: One day last sumimer when we were pre-
paringfor vnit ili, 1 picked the telephone up and called Penngylvania

"to speak t& our gpeaker of fhis mormng. Issked him if he would come
back to the Industyial College and address this Class of 1961, and he

veéry graciously assented. )

We then got ﬁrannﬁi; to the subjéct of esseniial reading and, after

& litile bit of cohversution, he very modestly said, "Well, of course,

thers s always my latest bovk, Caravan: The Story of the Middle East, "

“f recognized that we coaldn't ask the students to réad a 700~page book,
lée I decided thén that the thing for me to do would be to read the book
myself and {0 write a synopsis of the book for the students. Believe
me, never inwy life have I ever so badly underestimated a task. This
is o veritable sterehcuse of information. H's an encyclopedia of the
Middle East, When I got finighed I had the feeling of the man whe tries
to get & drink of water «fmd an open fire k}ﬁmnt.

' 1feel a little bétter this morning, because I talked with Dr. Coon,

" and be says that nd one in fhe world could synopsize that book. So 1

¥

Lol better, .

- 1

* Now a few facts about our speaker that you didn't find in the biograph~
» 4 .
ical sketch: In addition to the countries listed, he has also worked and
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studiéd in ﬁtﬁié;&iﬁ, in Afghanistan, and also in Arabia. Instead of
being the suthor of several public works, as the biographical sketeh
gays, by my count he haw suthored 14 books, including the latest one,

which is Caraven: The Story of the Middle East.

Bince I axn apaiagizi{g/far the syna;wis, Tam going to recommend
1o you geatlemen that you get thie book from our Library and read it.

Gentlersen, it iw a real pleasure for me to introduce to this Class
of 1861 Dr. Carleton 5. Coon of the University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Coon,

DR, COON: It is a great pleasure to be here, Iam always a little
scared at a tiwe like this., This is such a distinguished sudience of
Admirals, Generals, and what not. 1am trying to get my watch out,
&ma:u%e I ean’t see the ¢lock up there with these glusses. It is HECeEsAry
to wear this kind of glasses in order to see my script. Bifocals don't
work very well,

I have been lecturing around to distinguished groups of Air Force
Colonels and to this group before, and 80 on, and I find that for a person
ke me to try to suggest what anybody should do is pretty stupid, becauze
you people have been around just as many places as I have, and gsome of
you a lot more, and youw've had mvore experience. I find that what pecple
who are in their fortles, let's say, like most is to get filled in on some
of the latest things that are happening in the different fields of science,

- 2
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, and ther we can draw our Gwn ﬁemlusismg from that,
' Lanay be ;ér?mga but 1 didn't know exacily what [ was going to talk
about, and I still don't, but 't am-going to make an attempt at saying
something. 1 read in the Washington Post this morning about a colleague

‘of moine, M@ntz,f Cobb, over at Howard University. He suggested that we
© putall the old pgapis on the mm;a. Then { réad in the same column
o ﬂaat Bome *réliéim 1&&3@ gaid that he iz g;s}ing to make the Martisns
: Christians. So thet, If people can talk in those terms, I think I can

sty about anything, . A
What I havk beex ééing for the lsat fouf yenrs i a sort of a disa~
* gréeable thing and an uncomfortable thing, 1have been working on the
©  otiging of the different racés of msn. In :&Iﬁ first place it's a bad subject
\ﬁaaansa of diserimingtion and segregation and integration, and all these
things. Nab&e}y Hkea to hear about it much. It embarrasses people,
Btill somebody m gut to stidy these things, and that's what I am doing,
My principal job, despite that Middle East, is physical anthropology.
That's ;‘hat 1 heve been doing all my life, and { have been doing nothing
else for the last four years, This is an estremely broad subject. It is
not a specialiat j@ﬁ. ¥ you confine yourself to & lot of bones and measure~
m¢m§ of Yiving people you will get nowhere, This involves zoology; it
ia%eimﬁs mﬁm}% it imfékms physiology; it involves the study of blooad,
which ig s&%agg; imé most of all it lovolves genetics. We have to cover

a1 goris of thiﬁgy:.:z ,
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‘We have three eaﬁntrﬁl ‘problems. One is our relation io the other
primatw. meaning ama and monkeys. Another one ig the problem of
from whom we are dasganéed, and how. 'The third one is, how do we
classify living paa‘piﬁs? Thig will come into the cultural field before
‘we get through, Af lenst Ihope it will.

We bave to ;iréw on many different disciplines, mwany different sub-
jects, In the fi'rgt place, lei ue look at the other peimates. Why do we
have to study apes and mmkﬁys? The mgwer is that if we know what
pﬁm&t&s g‘r*a, to which man ad s whole iz closest genetically, then we
find out what eur ancestors were like ai the time they branched off, and
wé ean tell how some of the races have drawn on certain genetic factors
and primates and other races have drawn on other genstie factors. In
other words, there was u branching off véry early.

I we look at the ’a;swi&éiﬂty in the related primates, in, say, for
example, skin eolor, we find that in any group of chimpanzees in Africa
thete is judt as much variation in skin color as there is in the entive
human species. In other words, you cen get black ehimpanzees, white
ones, the yellow-skifined ones, and the brown-skinned ones. The whole
gan;ai of gkin color iz present in the primate stock., We don't need to
explain the present variations in this on the basis of something recent
or semething peculiar happening genetically.

Then i we look at, for example, dwarfs, we wonder why there are
pigmi=s in the world. You'll find pigmies in Africe; you'll find pigmies

4
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in the Philippines; you'll find pigmies in the Maldy Feninsula; and
you'll find pigmies a‘;p in the hills in India. Now, are all those pigmies
related? Qnee there once a great pigmy race that spread over the old
‘world and then got blocked off into Httle pockets . How did the pigmies
get that way ? y h
Thig is a i;hearﬁties;‘i subjéct, but ¥ think theory 1s important at
this point. Well, if we gmk &t the plant world we find there are dwarf
trees. There are dwarf plants of various kinds, If we look at the animals,
many different gpecies of animalg have had pigmy straune, There were
pigmy mammtiis onee on the 15lands off the coast of California. There
wag & pigmy &lephant on the Island of Malta at one time,
- If you look at the &o;:};xer primaies, there are four other @z:imates
' bebides man that have pigmy races. The chimpanzee has a pigmy popu~-
& iiafiéa tiving south of the Congo River. The chimpanzees north of the
' Congo River are full mize. There iz 2 pigmy bush baby; there is a pigmy
marmoset in South America. 5o we kaow that ail you have to do to have
' @ pigmy 18 to have énvironmental circumstances of such a nature that
it 1a selectively sdvantageous for the animal to be small rather than big.

+

All it takes is 8 mutation in the growid hormones, and particularly in
lobyiar
some of the ¢ells in the anterior obmw pituitary, which is that little
" gland that is up bver your palate, you know, ai the base of the brain,

; If that pitullary goes mﬁg you can become a glant, like the French Angel
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and these other monstrous wrestlers that we have seen, and circus
g;mta. I it gbes wrong the other way you can be dwarfed.

In animals dwarfing ig advantageous when the snimals are living
in & confined space. If there is not enough food and there is not enough
room, then you get a bigger population density in a group of dwarfs than
you would in 2 group of full-sized animals, because they require less,
they can move sround better, and so on,

Any group of animals requires a certain population level in order
1o reproduce itself, If you get down below a couple hundred individuals
you are generally headed for extinction, In order o keep the population
big enough {o prevent extinction it 1= better tobe a pigmy under certain
eircumatances, | ‘

So that we ean say the pigmies of the world are not waited, ‘The
pigmies evolved separately from full-sized ancestors in different parts
of the world, That solves one big problem of the origin of the pigmies,
and also we know why it is better to be a plgmy than not to be ons under
certain circumsgtoncss,,

In the Belgian Congo, for example, the population was deereasing
among the full-gized Negroes when the Belgians were there., { think it
has decreased 4 lot gince, tog, by other means. RBui the pigmy population
ham remained constant or hag increased since the censuses have been
golng on, Whit happens to the pigmies is that these Negro tribesmen
vary often will take pigmy women foy their third or fourth wife, and

6
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| produce nhﬁm by that waman who hive some of the qualities of

the pigny which make mvﬁéﬁ and reproduttion more feasible than in
the full-gized group, becsuse the forest is a very poor place for full-
&@mpwm iiv'&g and thers iaga consiant seeping of pigmy genss

inte the local Bantu tribes whe came from outside the forest originally,

}m 1000 or 1500 years ago,  That helps us a lLittle bit on that,

wm, noW; another thing thit is useful for us to know about in
Mm&; to the other primates his to do with pexual behavior. The
huroan family sud all of iuman soctal structare o dependent upon
& aiizit& which dup mwmr& wade at one time in hehavior. if you will
100k &t the atitey primates you will find that they have the same general
menstiusl eycle that we do, That is 2 sommen thing in primates. It
iz rather vare jmony animuls 85 a wholg, A male gorilla will have
4o § females, and there will be maybe one neutral male who doesn't
&emag@el or m& old male who dogsn’s compete, sort of hanging along
on the fringe of ﬂw group ¥o-that he can eat when they #at. In other
words, they hmve fo have & otrtaid amount of companionship, but there
ismty ore furttioning mmle in that group. It's the same with all of these
dilier primates: The female comen into a period of intense sexual

7 activity at the thve of Wﬁhﬁé&; sometime between two menstrual

periods, and she becomes very amorous, The female will approsch
the male and he will take care of here, and then anvther one will come

 sround and £t will be her turn, and 80 on:. S0 there 18 & procession of

- -) ) ’?

1
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femsales getting the attention of that male. Thers is no jealousy between
the females unléss two of them happen to come up at the same time.

If that happened in man, we would have no social structure.
Dr. Kinsey has shown that American women, at least, feel a greater
urge at times when it is unprofitable than at times when it is. In other
words, their greatesi feeling, if there s any difference, is before snd
after menser, when there is no egg in there to fertilize, In other words,
in man the predominant role of sex is to provide a union between males
and females of & more or less permanent nature, and that makes it
pozsible {0 have the human iype of family.

Of eourge, in the porilla, ibe chimp, and these other animals,
such as the gibbon, when the offepring grow old enough to compete
with thelr parents--for the opposite parent--in other words, when a
young female ape aitracts the attention of her father her mother chases
her out of the band. When the young male atiracts his mother the fother
chages him out of the band. And so these diaappainted\ teen~age apes
mate ocutzide in the forest and start another nuclear family of their own
and block out their own territory and find their own feeding places, and
that goes on time after time, generation after generation,

In man it wag necessary to have two fundarcental ¢hanges take place.
One of them wag the shift from this violent estus of the female into the
normal huwan female type of behavior, and the other one was it wag
necesssry te find some way of keeping the youny animals in the family

8
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and in the group pasf puberty. COtherwise we would have had no social
structure of our own at all, and wé wetildn't have learned very much,
either, .ok :

*n

' What happens is, just a,bau;l ihe time, probably, when these changes
’ff;e;!:& taking place, humsn beings began hunting, When they began
hunting they had an entirely different s?ﬁt&m of economy from that of
gcaﬂmg: out and digging roots and taking fruit sf the trees, and so on.

Tt wﬁulﬂ mean that & gz*@ﬁgf of mén wonld go out together, leaving their
waméa glone ior smmmi days ami they would come back with an animal
that was big‘enengh to feed 15 to 20 people, or a few anlivals, and then
they would have to share the food,

In erder to leavé the y&x;ng ones at home, thiege younpones had to
be taught h?w w‘i;ahave. ‘The group had to stay together and the young
ones had to help as they grew a Httle sider. So language was necessary.
Tools were nscessary in order to make weapons and hardware, Hunting
was necesgary in order to have apeech. And you had to have speech in
order to train people. The old men at thet time would have t¢ gcare the
ym&zig roen &nd ieéﬁt& them by shoek %maimﬁni. put on maske and pretend
that they were ﬁé{a&&rtﬂ&’ﬁpﬁﬂw come m& 10 garth, and so on. You get
‘this wh&ie Imsineas’ of tools, hunting, arzd speech which differentiated us
f#ﬁm tixemf m'lw‘r primates. That is the essential thing sbout the origin

of the human soéiety. Bowoe socisties hive advanced farther than others

AT TR
i
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in this m&iﬁifaﬁ, I n;ighz add.

Then we comé {6 human paleonthology, looking at the skulls and
bones that people are digging up. I see that Ralph Solecki has found
three more neanderthals in & cave in Irag just thiy year. This has just
comeé out. I was ialking with Dale Stewart over at the 77, 8. National
Mugeum yesterday. He was on thut expeditfon. That makes six., Now

they have a series.

The remarkubile thing sbout this is that these people lived between
40, 000 and 60, 000 yedrs ago. Dr. Stewart found the Chenada No. 2,
which was found iﬁ,— 1857, had suffeved a birth injury just ke that of the
Kaiger wmmnm me&&{ plexul had been torn or severed when he
Was born, and be had & dead right arm. A eave man with a dead right
arm isn't very much use to anybody. You'd think théy would have taken
that baby out and left birn under a rock or semething, But he died at
the age of 40 . A plece of the rvol of the cave il on him and erushed
him, E@Wéﬁé that man lve until the age of 40 with only the left arm?
Wot énly that, but semebody had amputated hia ight arm above the elbow
at some time, S0 he wouldn't have that thisg flapping around., Imagine
that 40, 600 to éﬁ. 000 years ago. They amputated a dead arm successfully
with  fint knife. |

Antther thing, the old Neanderthal wan a§ La Chappelie au Seine
in France who wis slways pietured as such an ugly brute had arihritis
and had no testh;,. yet he lived until his forties. His neck was twisted

' 3
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around. Who fed that man? Who took care of that old man in the Ice
Age in a cave, not only brought him hig food but chewed it up for him
or ground it up for him and saw that he was kept alive? He died at
what was then an old age. The point {s that it just goes to show that
these people who lived that Ia;rg ago had tenderness and selicitude or
respect for cripples, or respect for the aged, just ag some of uz do
today. Those human gualities had begun at a very early time in the
history of human evelution despite the fact that these men had great

beetling brows and no fomlpad.. Nevertheless they took care of eripples
and they took pare of the oldg,

In other words, there was symbolic life. Language must have been
there. There must have been & very good form of social orgamszation,
comparable to what living people have today, at that time. Thome are
some of the things we ean learn, about how far back human qualities go
and how universal they are.

I want to talk s bit about physislogy. There are some races that
are better adapted 1o the cold than others. I said this about 10 years
age and I got hooted at and laughed at. But a fellow named Pete Sholander,
of Nerwegian origin, an American citizen, who was out at La Jolla
Research Station in Californis, and Ted Hamill, from the University
of Pennsylvania Medical Sehool, and some others, went down to
Australia a few years &80 and found some Australian aborigines that
go around naked. R goes down to freezing there at night in the desert.

i i1
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Thﬁgf aléep naked at }fmmg, Sholander, Hmmill, snd so on took about
‘ ;,aizk of thege natives and puf ﬁeﬁeklﬁ thermometers in them, snd then
wired thermo couplets en {9 éight positions in their bodies. They set
eight white people and slght shoriginés under the samwe clrcumsiances
side by side and they found that the aborigines’ body temperature as
measured by the Réek:i; thermameter remained conatant throughout
the night, but the tempersture in their arms and legs went down. There
was & heat transfer hetween the arterial blood going thé.s( way and the
venous bleod coming buck just above the eloow. Owlag to an snatomical
rg&&uﬁwﬁy of the pméimit,y of the bu;ad vessels and certain other
things they van conserve heat by fetting their arme and legs get cold
and when they gét ap in th&meming they stamp dnd jump around and
they ave us good u¢ evef. As to the Americans and the white Australians,
their Reckie temperature went away down and they felt great pain and
éiaeamfﬁmgmlé didn't get-a wink of a;te&g:.
%ﬁ white ;;E;ah is not adapted to the-cold but the éustraiian aborigine
‘s, m ammﬂr I went down with those two men~ *timy invited me to
gﬁ”w;km themmtq *?i@m del Fuego., We found the 49 remaining Alacabu
Indiahs on Welllngton Istand. e tested them. These fellows --Barwin

" saw them 100 yeara ago~~weére golng aydund ngkéd in canves In snow

storis. © We found that these people up 10 40 yeurs ago had been going
siaked out in‘the gold, bist they had been plcking up tlothes from the
. . C 12 )
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, " pasping ships, and of course they would wear the soggy clothes, They
" would jump in the water fo gét some mussels and it would snow on them

£
i

- - or vain on them, and then they would come vt with their elothes wet,
. 'and they woutd get T. B. and die. That's why there are only 40 left.

%
P THY gy

? iﬁmﬁ mam is tim% t&ay begar wearing elothes.
. W did the ssme thing tb these fellows. We found 10 of them and
" 7' " wé'wired them for sound and slept thems out in a little tent, and the
tamperata;e wag 32 Fahrenhélt, very émiwnimﬁy. Wi took the hasal
T ma;a%aiisi:é with & hood ever them, and so en. We had only ene casualty.
Ong of the young soen got frightbned fn the middle of the night and ran
: ,_ Hp the Rountatu, %&E:ﬁnany recovered our mstruments, We could gee

. lixis ﬂr&u@%ﬁeﬁ&. He hud a fire and sat up there for 3 or 4 days without

T any clothing, and it snowed, So he proved what we came to see, unwilling-

S
3

&

il

D . an
" We find that these Indians have/entively different kind of cold adapta-
tion from the Australien shorigines. They blow 6ff & lot of heat. They
’ eﬁi& Yot #f‘mjat and biubber and seal meat and wussels and clxos. They

Y

* justburn up & 16t of valories. Their sxtremities were warm a¥l through

§

- the night ﬁ.z;é mmé thelr ’#ﬁﬁy:warﬁsﬁémpéﬁmﬁms. In other words,
tim’se Indians &éa}ﬂé** m%ﬁé mﬁé in an ﬁrxﬁwiy differvent faghion from
Ahe &as%raiian a!mriginﬁs

* Thai's & remarkable thing, ihit twe different races can both achieve

the same result by two entirely different physiclogical means, and we

‘ ’ 13
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white people ean't do efther. I think that explaing why Sunanthropus,
. who Hved in Chinx 360, 000 years ago, had a lot of features in his
teeth and in his face Hke the modern Chinese, although he was of course

. in the lower stuges of svolution than are the modern Chinese. He must

have been ¢old-adapted, too, beeause he lived right through the middle
of a glacial period in the Xm of Chine. There was nobody living through
thist seowe glacisl wﬁaﬁ in Earops. h‘!:'ﬁey had moved gouth,
in other Ws we know from phypiclogy that there ave great
differences beétween raves. Heat aWi@a is anothey thing, too, which
| you find pﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁy in Negroes in Afrfca. In other words, these physis
slogical facty arﬂza g understand gome of the differences between people,
There is another thing that has been going on in goology lately,
which is that, with the population pressurs of the world growing the
way it i, and people talking about eating uigae and “$tanding room only, "
and so on, Ithink it beheoves us to find out what happened to other
énlivals when they became crowded. There is & men named Calhgun
in Baltimore. Several years ago he made an enclosure 100 yards
aquare with blg, heavy wire, with cement foundstions, and that was
énwgh Yo hold abbiut 5, 000 vats if they had been in sepurute cages.
What he did was, he made feeding statfons around the edge and put in
&n W&«m&mﬁ of food and water, and he st {n abont 20 rats. They
ﬁiﬁétﬁ up and each ong formed a kingdom arcund its feeding station,

© 'They they had no men's land in between. They had territories where

a‘ 4 . 3 !é
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the king vat in each place had a whole hierarchy of dominants, and
there were anxious rats that weuld bury food when they didn't need to.
Then there were rats that would try to snesk over into some other
territory. As soon as they did, some police rat from the next country
would jump und kill it. In other words, these rate could not tolerate
crowding beyond & certain level.

With that in mind, the people who reexamined the business of why
the im‘“miziags swim inte the s&a, and what happens to snowshoe rabbits
and Apetic grouse, found that these animals have great seasonal change,
They breed rapidly and they produce large numbers and this goes on for
& certain mumber of years until they get so crowded that they have trouble
finding food, they ean't hide from smemiea like hawks and eagles, and
things, and they just can't stand eack other's presence. What happens
is that the drino pituitary meehenism starts overfunctioning, the chol-
esterol level goes up, and they have what look ke epileptic fits and
drop dead. A certain number survive this and the cycle starts all over
again,

We are going 1o have a panel on this and I've got to chair it, in two
weeks. It's going on in Philadelphia, at the National Academy of
Selence. Aanyway w are going to have a lot of speakers on this subject,
and we are going to see what happens. In other words, if you get to a
polnt where you are too erowded, it fan't a guestion of food. It ian't
food you need. You need room. You need privacy. You need to be left

is
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9&1&% now and thén, ‘That applies to human beings as much ag it does
io rats or lemmings or any other animal.

Tk;at probably has aﬁzﬁ?eﬁ‘aﬁag to do with the cholesterol trouble
people have. ¥ probabiy has te do with why we have 80 many people
tucked Away in insgne agylums, and &0 on,

mﬁag the history ﬁf’“ﬁma thgre must have beéen many periods in
which theve was & seléction for Laﬁ’zlﬁty o tolerate crowding., N may
\be th;it some ﬂif;h% people in Indis and China who have been crowded
in villages where thaey héwé & rice ecgnomy for several thousand years
am better ﬁaimi to %@iemta cmwﬁing than are shme of the Europeans.
A’nﬁ the Enrayeaﬁa are Eﬁw suited to tolerate crowding, say, than

are the Anstralian 3barigim. It may be that there has been a selection

in différent émnti'i&s anﬁ‘d&fwem races, or segments of races, or
populations within races, for the ability to stand this thing. Now when
the waﬂér is growing &s fast as it is in population, Iihink we must con-
aider that érw'éing gy be our E% 1 bazayd, and not food or housing
or transpértation, or national boundaries, or any of those things.
In other Wrﬂda{ before we reach 'the food threshhold or some of these
dther threshholds, we muy ail just go mad and die, That {s something
thz:t wé learn from m;ﬁ@gy} Some populations, as 1 say, are better at
’ *i:hisﬁ{‘ thain: @‘Eﬁﬁi‘ﬁx rﬁ may b¢ the people whz; ¢an gtand erowding whe will
izﬁmrﬁ thié mﬁh N

i [ %

Waﬁa oW ﬁmﬁ' is moving on. I am golng 1o talk abeut eultural
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:iiﬁmreﬁeea: In the first pinaa,t eoming back to this race business,
ﬁﬁm #re i@ﬁebuﬁiy ahdut five different lines of evolution in man, we
are finding. There was an evolution in South East Asia that moved
along to Ausiralis that produced the Australoid people. There was an
s evolution in China that produced the Mongoloid pesple who spilled over
ints the new world. Thers was &a evolution in Africa that produced
Negroes, 4nd we know very Hiftle about it. Thers was an evolution in
North Africa that produced the full-sized ancestors of the bushmen who
moved south under pressure of white people coming in from the Middle
' East. And there was a whole evolution in thé Middle East and Burope
of people called Caucasolds.
There are five different lines of evolution. There has been gene-flow
&round the borders and mixing and so on. But there are all sorts of
- differences betwesn raves in things like the relative sizes of men and
‘women in this sexual dimorphism. There are gome races in which the
men are much bigger than the womsen and others in which they are both
about the same size. ‘s‘liaere are differences in the size of the different
¢ndoerine, glands, There are differences of these kinds which have
nothing to do with that old bugaboo, " intelligence, but which have to do,
Yam sure, with temperament snd with ability to adjust under different
sircumstances. Thoae are the things that are vital, And yet nobady
studigs ff. ‘You have to dig into the literature and dig again to find out
‘ 17
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this information,

Another thing I want to point out is that every eulture that we know
of archeologically, going back several hundred thousand years, still
exists in the world today. 'That may seem a very surprising thing, but
it iz abeolutely true. This is part of thig whole geographical faet that

g in the middle of an area you find amimals evolve more rapidly and on
the peripheries iheg evolve more slowly, It is true not of one race but
of all the major races. There are some that evolved fuller than others
and somé have got cultural achievernents more than others. It is not
confined to any one group.

On the other hand, if we look at thé earliest culiures we know of
in Africa, India, and 5o on, we find that people made a kind of chopping
teol. They took a pebble and just nicked it on one side and they used
that for cutting wood, making spears, and so on. Ihave seen people
using those tools in Australia. Up in Melville Island and some of the
other islands fringing around Darwin there are people today who have
great, big, heavy brow ridges and sloping foreleads, and they are making
this kind of tool, If they were 10 all become extinct and if we were to
dig up their remains, all we would find would be implements as crude
ag thoge found in North Africa and Palegtine, say, 300, 000 or 400, 000
years ago. Yet they are still there and they are still going at i, and
they haven't reverted.

That's a very interesting thing, Those Indians that I was with last
- 18
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summer had a bagic tool which was a gquahog shell. I wasn't the

kind of shell that they would get at low tide. They had to dive in that
very very eold witdy to get these big quahogs. It looked like a quahog
tome. It was some kind of & clam. I don't kaow the exact species,
They got this, not beeause they wanted to eat this particulay clam but
because they wanted it t6 eui with. That was thelr only tool. 'With that
they made houaes of sticks, which they covered with sking; they made
spears; they made harpoon points out of the bones of stranded whales;
and they mude pances,

Then you will find that 4t the time the new world was discovered,
when the Portuguese were going around the world, and so on, all of
Augtralia and Tasmanis were in this very primitive cultural level, A
good many of the Ameriean inéiana, say in Lower California, were, too.
They are now extim&, Many of the Indlans out in the deserts in Utah and
Nevada were in just as primitive a cultural state.

Then 1%% ug-take the rieolithic the slash and burn agriculture,
what they call shifiing eultivation, in India. People with polished stone
tools are cutting m& burning the trees and planting yams, or whatever
they plast, for quick cropd,. like upland rice, and they move on after
& few years. Thai eulture e still going on in some parts of the world,
aamgh in mest plades now they've got metal tools, by trade. The only
m@g that ’tha"& iw gttt gékig m;s, to my knowledge, with stone tools, i

1%
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in Dutch New Cuinea, the country which the Indonesians want to take
away fromw the Duteh, when the people there are neither Duteh nor
Indonesian. They are still killing people in Dutch New Guinea and
cutting off thelr heads and eating their brains, and yet we read in the
paper that there shall be no more colonifes, that everybody shall have
equal status in deciding their fate in the world. I we are going to have
brain-eaters in the United Nationg it won' be much worse than what
we've had Tately, but it gives you a pause for thought.

I was asked by some edifors of Life Magazine to pick out a couple

of cultures which are a couple thousand years old and are still surviving
8o that they could run some pictures on them. I said the only two places
I could think of are land~locked kingdoms like Nepal and Yemen, I
ean gssure you in Yemen they do net know that it is at least a couple
thousand yearg behind in many respects.

We have every kind of culture, every kind of people, still surviving,
I think that when we have to concern ourselves with the role of our coun~
iry in the world and the role of Russia in the world, and so on, we must
remember these things. Most people say, "This eountry is independent
now, * and "“That country is independent now. They are all the same.
Everybody is equal. Everybody is equally competent to take care of
themselves. Everybody 18 equally competent to represent themselves
in the Unijted Nations.” I just isn't so. It iakes a long while for people

20
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to chang@. ¥ou can't chng@ people overnight, You can't change
euﬁm‘es overnight, becauss thers ar& -teriain basgic things, like
;aattem nﬁ béhavior, relationship of men ta women, relationship of
parents to children, which are very different in different parts of the

"

world. - n -
As y;ma all know, in Imi%a there are sizable families, Brothers

take care of eaﬁh fther. They take care of their uncles, and 50 on.
A i&ilm is Wxﬂy&;ﬁé it L‘e& is brought up in an Indian household. If
2&@ ig the ﬁrigkwsﬁ most eumpsimt, and mmost wonderful man in the
world, he still lma to take mi*a of Unele So and S, That happens in e
good many cultures. We are very Jltieky. because we can forget ahout
our i&m&mm and owr uncles and m«éve to another part of the country and
start ot on our-own, 1 think tkmf breaking up family patierns 18 2 thing
that is vepy m&w heo&um these things are¢ fundamental. People
Tearn them Mi‘h&ym nhii&r&n and it t&kes generations for people
to change thoge’ ﬁﬁrﬁﬁl‘iﬁ&. Also there 1y thé amhwﬂy of the father over
e ¢hildren, and ihe f&a?iﬁg’ that the @tﬁi people know everything and
the young people don’t kriow anyihmg.k It is very nice to have regpect
for thé sged, -but, when tie aged are not particularly educated and the
young ones have heen brought up in aéaew gsystem, it's very difficult to
chinge. o K

: '?%}ésa ti;inga. whimy apart from any genwetic basis, have a grest deal

3 1
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to do with Qﬁfgmmm. These of you who have been in the Middle East
know very well that you can meet an Arab at 4 cooktail party and he's
got on the same kind éfﬁms that you have and he has the same odu~
cation and he speaks English and French beautifully. He will go around
and have & drink if nobody iz looking snd talk with your wife. But you
go in iz house, you wilk in there, and his wife is sitting there, and
see what bappeny. He will be very uncomifortable,

These patterns of behavior are basle. There is no reason why
they shouldn™ be. I was just thinking and I was talking te Colonel
de Caméra about it this morning. & seems 1o me that in our problem
of our relstivnahip with the peoplen of Latin America, if the people in
Latin Ameriea got out of the sack before 11:00 A. M., we would have a
lot eazier time with them. And If we stayed in the sack until 11:00 A, M.
they would have an eagier time with us. Thie business of different
haé?:& of getling uy and going to bed and not being able to get 2 meal
befare 10:00, or being fopeed 1o eat too soon+~these are culture patterns.
%iéﬁn*t know how Tar back they go. It is just as true of Spain as it is of
Latin &wg&*&vﬁi it's very diffioult.
1 So I think that & knowledge of bagle cultures in the world is very
imporiant for people who are trying 1o Hve in the world. Another thing-~
if you look at the history of contacts between different kinds of people,
you will find that there is always the ssme pattern. When Dr. Livingstone

i & B
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went wandering around through the Congo, everybody received him
very well, There was only one of hizn, But when you get large masses
of people coming into contact with other people there is trouble. The
first Americans who went West among the Sioux and Blackfoot Indians
and those other Indisns were taken right into their camps and were
treated with great hospitality. They were only 2 or 3 men. But when
the settlers went out with their wives and children in covered WAgons
that was too much. There was competition, and 5o on.

Once you take women with you in the field you are putting up a
barrier between yourself and the people you are with, It's always
true. It’s the women who are diseriminating, and not the men .

Well, Ithink I've said enough. All I can just conclude is that

\ - anthropology sheuld &%oar\;é‘a. 1 subject in the position we have today
in the world., That's if.

-

COLONEL deCAMARA: Dr. Coon is ready for your questions.
QUESTION: Doctor, from your studies, of the human race m the
past hundreds of thousands of years, do you feel that you are in a position
1o project what we might look like hundreds of thousands years from
now ¢
DR. COONt Tdon't think we'll look tike much of anything, I'm
not at all sure we'll exist at that time. I should say that in the first place
1 think that the racial differences that exiet today may probably be

23
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smoothed out by & great denl of contact. There may be just one popula~
tion, I seems to me that all of human evolution goes through geveral
stages. One was the erect posture, using two legs instead of four.
The next was the coordination of hand and eye in making tools. The
next wag the coordination of the various speech mechanisms, with the
brain making speech. Next was, the man who was the best talker genep-
ally got the most women, in the early primitive socleties. We may
net have any women at that time, afler ull. Somebody was asgking me
the other day what we are gaing to do about educstion in the Z21st century,
All T could think of was to take your brain out and charge 1t and put it
back sgnin.

" T don't think T am in a position t6 answer that question,

QUESTION: Doctor, practically every year we hear stories coming
out of India and the Himalayas, and there is such a thing as the Abominable
Snowman. At the present time I think Sir Edmund Hilary is there irying
te photograph or capture one of these beagts and bring 11 back, Does
thig sciually live? Can there be such a group of people who may be in
the category of the snowshoe rabbit and who have besn crowded out of
their environment into the higher levels?

BB, COON: I have just been discussing that at considersble lengih
in the other roow with a gmaller group, but I will sumnarize that.

H there is such a thing there are not very many of them, and, as you
say, they may have been crowded out of China {by their distaste for
24
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communisw), There was an ape called Gigante Pithicus of which
three specimens have been found in a cave in Kwangsi recently, which
survived quite late in the Pleistocene. It may still survive. On the
other hand, I get a skin once and gent i home, and it turned out to be
a bear. Alse, 38 I was telling these othér gentlemen, there is a Tibetan
pharmacological book which gives the entire fauna of Tibetan Mongolia,
the aragaiar Chinese medicine systers of what part of an animal is gond
for what human disease, It has pictures of all the animals and fish
und birds in that faune perfectly represented, with no distortions like
wediaeval Earopean bestiaries. They have a picture of an Abominabla
Snowman in there. They eall it a Yedi. This book iz 200 or 300 Years
old. It says that this animal's fiver 18 good for curing madness, and
that it looks like & man and & monkay, but it belongs to the family of the
bear. That's what it says in that book. It'® in three languages«-Tibetan,
Mongolian, and Chirese,

X think it ig a b%nf

Qﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁs Boctor, in your studies heve you determined the origin
of the Basques I ving in the Morth of Spain and the South of France, and
aleo the origin of their language 7

DR, COON: That has been pugzling pecple for IORRY, Many years.
There are many theories about #t. One theory is that they represent
the survival of the oldest Evropean population and that this language

25
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was' ti;e;:a long before the Indo~European languages and other languagen

) came in, and ”af; on. You ses, the thing that is most peculiar about the

L

Y

Bagques is their blood group setup. They have almost no bloed group B,
o fhey have the highest negative i'zesus eount in the world, #nd so on., So
obviously the Bagques i%%?&%%éﬁ living In a state of isolation, I mean

¥

. genetic isolation, without interbreeding with other people for a long time,
One posaibility iy that they represent the eariiest neolithic migration,
88y, abavx%& 000 or 4,000 B. €. Another one is that they reprasent a
’ gréim of mpigg’wh% came Jooking for metnl and sources of tin and copper
- ” fx"ﬁ;ﬁ the Black Sea az;d the Aegean in thé days when there were still
.o ‘hﬁéa&g‘#é of that type spoken in Awmia Minor. Their language is related,
1 belisve-- am not 4n guthority on this--to Georgian and Circassian,
- and those e?her larigudges in the Caucusus. Physically they resemble
- the &e&;rgié:s ﬁm'i the Circassians mprs than they do the French and
- Spanish. It is poasible that that represents a seaborne migration at
the beginning of the brouze age. ';‘m:ae are the only two explanations 1
have ever Etiaz:d%m make iizy gense. Which one, if either, is true, I
heve no ddes, ¢ . | ;
- @Wiﬁ%ﬁ‘* T would not ordinarily have the audacity to ask this

4

-

- YJuestion, but, since you i‘&f&;*réﬂ to thie subjeet in general in a passing
f answer'to  previous question, I will now ask it. With refevence 1o your
prediction of one ruce some few centuries hence, and relating your answer,
; if you decide toinswer this, Doetor, té the question of the population
28
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growth, would yén roake gonie comment with respeet to the long-term
and short~terms m@mﬁmﬁ of this amalgamation of the peveral races
into » single race, and would you give some indication of the external
characteristios of the future race?
" DR. COON: Captaln, there is no subject that ¥ am less for than
‘ thin one, because it puis me ia the crystal-all business. I say that
there will probably be amalgamation, bécsuse, when humsn beings
comé in contaet they always breed with stich other §fter wgaiie. I
takes them a long while to start but generally it takes place. Then,
of course, thereary envivonmental forves, you know,
When races have met snd had what we call peripheral gene flow in
" the past, sy, for exsmple, when some Europeans have come into
China bringing wheat and sheep, ag they probably did, they mixed with
v %hﬁ:‘mmge&e&é inhabitants. There is no trace of that in the Chinese today.
That's bewn &mﬂ out 5&&&%« it wasn't suited to whatever circumstances
- that country hid. The people who remained ss Chinese certainty have
very littte which ;mn%a indicdte that such o mixture aver took place.
I gther words, you slough axf invadera after a while, because what you
have {s best for ghgre you ﬁzv'gr.%
How these things work, Idon't know. OF course there will have to
" be regional varistions, because some people ean take certain climates
betier than mﬁm&.‘“ But, on the other hand, if we control climate by
27
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evervbhody's living fin an airconditioned house, that won't take place.
Although, for exmmple, yon take blondigm, Blondigm 1s right around
the Baltic, the Norih Sea region. There is & ring right around there
and it is ecorrelated on the weather map with a lot of fog and very little
ultra~violet peretration, Certainly there is no reason why blondism
should actually survive, It isn't & dominant genetically, It has to have
a geléctive advantage, which has probably something to do with U. B.
and the vitaming, and so on.

Now, will the people in the Baltic take enough of their vitamins in
pill form so it won't make any difference if they are blond or not? Will
the people in Af:;it:a put on enough skin lotion so that it doesn't matter
whether they are black or not? And so on.

That's & question that has to do with what people are going to do
in the future. Ithink it is a2 purely academ:c question, because I don't
think that, ﬂnﬂi’&ﬁs we lick the population problem, there will be anybody
left anyway, and, if we lick the population problem, there will still be
regional differentiation of sorts: So it's a very tough question.

BTUDENT: Could you relate that io our own gituation in this country
with the problem we currently ave facing?

DR, COON: The problem we are currently facing is probably the
most difficult problem a nation ever faced. How it is going to come out
God only knows. It's the sort of thing that whatever you say you are wrong.
It'g going to m@;ﬁm & iremendous amouat of wigdom.

4
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QUESTION: Doctor, you mentioned culture factors and types of

" peoplé and nations with different cultures and different stages of weslth

being represented st the United Nations. Do you think we should have
something like apprentice nations, br should we have the brain-eaters
inthe United Nations? How do you solve this problem of being born
black and white, or the night and day skin problem, instentaneously ?

DR. COON: Personally, Ihave never been opposed to colonialism,
If you hive u solony, say, like the British did in India {n the old days,
¥ou send dut & few highly trained men who quietly go up into the various
districts and learn the language of the people and do everything they can
to help them without bringing in a lot of fanfare and without disturbing
them very much, Now what do you do? You get a bunch of 60-year-old
college professors going over theve and telling them how to put up a
Pump or aomething. You haven't got auything to back it up with, X
they don't want to put up the pump they doa't have to,

Do you gee what I mean? 1 think we are overstaifed in cur dealing with
the so-called underprivileged dountries beeause we don't have any power.,
They don't have 16 dé what we 1611 thew to do. We can only suggest it.

Anather thing I think is very fmportant, oo, is our handling of
so-ralied underdeveloped countries. There is more than one way t¢ be
underdeveloped. Ju our handiing of them we always back up the tyrants,

‘$he righ, and the corrapt, and thé old kings who are oppressing the
people. We pay them off. Then we try to do somiething helpful and
2%
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democratic, and the very people we are paying off suppress it. The
Russisns go in there, and they are on the pide of rebellion and recti~
tude., Why are we on the wrong side and the Russiang on the right side
always? How con we win in & struggle like that?

QUESTION: Family and tribal culture has grown considerably,
and we 1&3?@ built up what we have today as our cultnre, In Ching we
undergtand that they are separating the families and splitting them into
communes and separating the children from the families. What will
this lead to in the long run?

DR, COON: Idon't think they will get away with it very long. 'The
Bussians tried that af one time and I think it i{s an early phase of com-
munigm. The Russians started gplitiing up families and taking all the
kids and separating thex from their mothers, and it didn't last iong.
Children will always go back to their mothers, no matter what you try
i0 do. The human being is not different enough in different races and
countries that they let anyone get away with that for any length of time.
Cuaee they get what they want, the families will go back again, I think,

Maybe I'm wrong. I dos't see it.

QUESTION: Some of our friends abroad, and of ccurse our enemies,

often accuse us of being racially congeious. I wonder, as a result of
your studies, particularly in the newly devsloping countries, as to the
extent to which you find thal people in those countries think in racial
rather than retigicus or national terms.

20
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g DR, COON: I g’hiﬁk all people in gvery country think in racisl
‘ ﬁeam whevever 1&&&?& arsa any éifferaﬁeés in races-~in India more
than any place, ngxsn%z mﬂ?é than here. Look at the segregation you
get In India bétwm%: these vasteless people, the whole Munda-Santal
: peoples up in Chulunaque and that reglon. My Gosh! Those people
R o oY’ ﬁﬁwaé o do anything, ’I‘iu;y*w got one or two seats in Con-

gy

I . gress how. Those littfe Negritos up in the hills ave really kicked

o sround, -

P

4ty

. 1 think that evary place has that racisl consciousness. Look how
.  the JEMﬁM’ w&mm are aii g&ttusg theif eyes operated on, and so on,
. ‘J.‘hw is 3 fremendous hmaunf of face consclousness everywhere.
We dign't invent s, ”
E’Iﬁﬁi’i‘!@& Doctor, ym& éaﬁﬁa&aﬁ your talk by saylng that vou
" thought anthropalogy should be owr N6, 1 selence today. Iam wondering
L - if you can %.*:f& ﬂbfm:a of the gutstanding ‘examples of the practical applica-
figffn of dnthropolégy to perbaps world and national problexns.
T ﬁﬁx CoON: *’iﬁﬁel’}i. the trouble iz that I have been working on physical
. m%hmmiagy so'long that 1 haven't kept waek of what people have been
o doirig. Carnell, for eximple, has bad teams of anthropoligists working

in Siam studylng villages. There has been 2 grest deal of anthropelogical

i ‘intevent in how petple live and so on all over the place, Tnere have been
.- village studies conducted in Lebahén, toy. ﬁn&. there has been a gma?gr
oof working down in ths Andes dn the way the Indiang in the high altitude

- 3
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Uve and their attitudes; not only that but their nutrition and everything
else. The Chinese bave done studies in parts of China, too. The
Japanuse have done studies of their own, Thers hus been a great deal
of this work done ju India. I helps io a better understanding of what
people arg like and the more effective way of desling with them,
There ix & %ﬁ@fﬁt&ﬁm done,
But iiﬁﬁ! rusty: imﬁe been in a box for about § or 4 years.
QUESTION: Doetor, with peference to this staterment that, as a
rade, our attemptto tinker with our present environment ar to create
& new one may léad to sur downfall, I wonder if you will corament on
that,
DR, COGN: ‘We've been tinkering with our' environment ever since
wi stood up on bur hind tegs. So that tinkering with the environment
i# nothing new. It is the vapidity of change in culture, particularly in
&%ﬁh&iﬁg&; 28 compaved with the ;Wﬂ of our breeding program,

In the fivet ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ; w&m& slways comes first. People invent new

usey of power and new Uses of muachinery, and goon, and then the soeisl
gystem hup to sﬁm to it In order for the social system to adiust to

it, the orgucinm has got to adjust fo i1, So you've g@t three stages. 1
might sey that technology always seems 1o start off with warfare.

Then you get the ﬁpp&i#tﬁfm of warthine fnventions to peaceful use.

Then you get the-shifk in the soeisl strusfure; Then you get the shift

in the snimal. And this suimal m’f& shift ﬂ;at fast. We have been through
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seéveral ages since I've been alive, comparable to the fron age, the
brenze age, and the neclithie.

QUESTION: Sir, in light of your experience and studies in the
Middle Bast, could you specilate on the future of the Israeli-Arab
relationahip ?

DR. COON: Yes, Pl be glad to speculate on it, but I'l} probably
be wrong. My speculation is that they will continue to hate each other's
guts as long as you and I are-alive and that nothing is gowng to happen
for a long, long time which will settle the mwatter. ‘That hatred is too
deep and 100 ingrained.

QUESTION: Doetor, in your study of peoples, have you neticed any
gignificant differences in intelligence quotients, intelligence ability,
specifically in these virgin, new; African nations now? Would you say
that their intelligence sbilities are the same as, say, those of Europeans?
Have they got the same capabilities?

DR. COON: This is the good old guestion. That's the When did you
stop beuting your wife? kind of question. Whatever you say you are in
trouble. Well, Il say this. ¥do not knew of any 1. ). studies made
in West Africs or other parts of Africa where the new nations are coming
Into being. The only intelligence test business that I know of, of Negroes
and whites, iz mostly in the United States on American Negroes. American
Negroés in the first place were highly selected at the time of depariure,
because they didn't come voluntarily. They probably did not represent
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the gsocikl regiiter league of West Africa at that time. In the gecond
place, ihey are gbout 3¢ percent white snywsy today. So I don't know

{hat you can infer dnything from the American Negro versus the American

white., Adss, American whites may have been selected. I don't know
that you ean sake any cross intérence.

" }do think thut there ave some things that are important. There
are the ﬁifi‘”&eﬂz&s in rate of growth, differences in emotional control,
fnd ﬁxingﬁ of that naturs, that may be significant. For example, in
“West Afrite, in these old “kirigéams, when they had a fairly complicated
kiﬁgdm; guch di Benin, B&h@m&&, and thoge places, they did not have
& demodratic govermment by any mesns. Law and order were enforced
by fear, Thers twei*é # ot of executions and bloodshed. In other words,

those people were undoubtedly just as bright as any of us, those kings,

just a5 Mr.. Nkrumah is. Nobody could ever find anything wrong with

his 1,Q. Thoge péuple enfw drder by fear.

E%f‘leth&r b:; m@t it will be possible for théze people to get over that
80 that ﬁrd& can be enférced in some other way, I couldn't predict.

*é%ﬂi@iﬂ Doctor, ﬁé’;;aa have any knowledge of what the Soviet,

specifically the Rusnian Soviet, scientists wre doing in the anthropological
tields ut this time and what uge they are making of any of theareas in
which they are shudying®

DR, COON: Yes, Icanangwer that. Ihave seen quite a bit of
the Soviet sﬁfmﬁﬂ; They eome over quite » bit {0 conferences and

.
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%agx. 1 giwa;ﬁ say that %fgéy are doing a Jot of work in fogsil man
‘ and arehsaiagyé ‘but they ave greatly hampered in a theoretical way
because of their prohibitidn to accept the favts of 1ife in geneties,
They are still Ezﬁaakﬁiﬁs‘ you ses, officially. So they are 20 or 30
years behind ug theorétically in that,
They have been doing & tot of studies of cultures of different
- peaples not only Inside of the Soviet Union. They alsc have made 8
big study of Africa, fr cbvious ressons. Iremember in 1956 that
several of them éume over tv Philadelphia to the International Congress
and Pead papers on Africa. They really huve been working on Africa,
I should say, for 18 years, very bard, and have been getting all sorts
of giuff, They sre wapping thelr own different peaples inside the Soviet
Union and are getting all sorts of information out on those, And they
are dbing a lot of preheciogy. J
Oné thing I notice ie that they are aot digging. This gives me pauge
' for thought. They are not excavating sny of the numercns caves on the
north side of the Oxus River, which sre full of archeology. They just
- don't excavate those caves. I'd like to kuvw why not, teo.
WE@M I understind %fmt paychologisis down at Duke University
- have been w@i-kizgg on extre mery perception. I wonder from your
observations of the Ausiralian bushmen and thelr famous bush telégraph
if you ha@ an opinion on whether they do have a racial ability of menial
. ielepathy.
a5
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DR, COON: Gee, Idon't know. They certainly understand each
ether. Colodel deCamara wag saying befores we came out, "We'll
get this frangoript on for you {o correct, on this lecture.™ 1said,
"Well, it certainly hag got to be corvected, because what you put over
in speech ;ymi cannot do in writing without changing it completely. "
The written message is entirvely different from the verbal message.
There is a certain communication which goes on which iy beyond werds
when you are addressing a group of people. When you are writing you
bave to do something entirvely different.

I think that E.8. P. certainly works in terms of an adjunct or 2
jet asaist to speech, but whether it works among people who are not
looking at sach other, I don’ know. I don't know anything about it.
You are taxing me beyond my limit.

QUEBTION: How do various religious beliefs influence cultural
development 7

DR, COON: It works both ways. Religious beliefs influence
cultural developmént tremendously, If you look 5t Lebanon, for esam pla,
you will find that the Christians are the rich people , the people who
go abroad, and who bring in the money, They seem to get ahead faster
than the Moslems. Well, the Moslem women are not educated the way
the Chrigiian women ure, The Christian girls are educated along with
the boys., Most of the Mosglens women are illiterete. A mother has a
great deal to do with bringing up children, If & child s brought up by
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an %Mt m:@timt* he hag leds of & start In 1ife than if he is hrought
up by an educated or an intelligent mother, H's the same in Saudi
Arabis, where the women can't go outdoors. They just fester inside
those walls. Also a;nath;r thing~~in an Avab sommunity you will find
that where yﬁ&*w got 3 or 4 wives and each has ¢hildren, each wife is
" gort of mkiug her boy up to compete with the other boys. So you've
gdf & bunch M"MIivkéamg m thers who are fighting for their father's
ﬁﬁﬁfiﬁéﬂ; With one wﬂfa, all you've got is a good old sibling rivalry,
which ig nothing beside t;zia semi~pibling rivairy,
819 ?ﬁhink religious belists affect culture to a congiderable extent,
' QUESTION: Doctor, if you had seven more vaves to dig, where
“would-you dig them?

DR, ﬂﬂtm:: 1 'd go right back to Afghanistan, because Louie Dupre
has just ﬂém% back from thére, mnd he has found & whole valley covered
with ﬂaafhe, wfel:i two tiers of caves, and thére was 10 miles of it when
Iwas m&?’l&‘ N |

QE?ES’:E‘}E%: Religion seems to be quite a devisive factor in world
affairs. Do you see in the longer run the possibility of its becoming a
ﬁﬁﬁyiﬁg factor, or wi%i it rei:aaiﬁ this way?

PR., Wﬁ’# 1 don't kauw,ly ’I thiuk it 18 going to take an awiully

' long time. I é;'mit fhiék‘ the many pvsupial who have the highly organized
 religlons a¥e going to charige thein overnight. I don't think that Christian-
ity and Islam are géing to get-together {*&ry goon, and I don't think that

o
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Orthodox Judsism is, ait’g;em Of course religion is & divisive factor
but it is a very strongly uniting factor within the religion. I it wasn't

80 stroug {nside it would lose s great deal of Hs effect. I don't think
wﬁgﬁm& changé 'wy fast. 'Ican remember in my lfetime that a lot
of pedple said they didn't have any religion, when I was 2 boy and went
to college. Now look at the way they are packing the churches. Cep«
tainly religion in this country isn't on the downgrade. Sephistication

' . does not alfect raiigiﬁa, bécause religion satisfies an emotional need
which Mt“ﬁ& satisfied any other way. Once people have got a set

W

of religious belilefs they are not going to gwiteh.
QUESTION: Doctor, Iwas interested in'your findings about some
-of these aboriginea who can apparently withstand a good deal more
cold than we can, whe cin sleep fairly comfortably in almost freezing
weather. Could you tell us semething about the possible application
- of these findings and perhaps similar findings aboit racial differences
to our own military survival training?
DB. COON: There sre some applicstions. In the first place, thers
33&&1 not enough Australian sborigines go that we can rake troops out of
them. There are only 48 ariﬁhﬁes& ;aﬂaas left. They're not much use.
But we know, for example, from this work and some stuff that the
Quartermaster Corps has been doing in Natick, Massachusetts, and
2 lot of other stuff that ia” going on at Wright Pieid, snd so on, and what
co is golng on up in the Awhié at Ladd Air Baxe in Alaska, the capacities
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of Egkimoes, American Indians, white people, and Negroes fairly
well. The Eskimo has been living in good housing with good clothaag
for so long that if he ever had any cold adaptation he hasn't got it now.
The way an Eskimo differs from a white man in thermal business is
that his hands can stand a lot more cold than ours, and the blood
gupply increases when he's got his mittens off and he's handling his
tarpoon or something. Also, he's got big pe:!f; sz;éter in his face, and
there is & treméndous amount of extra blood supply comes into his
cheeks that keeps his face warm, ESo with the Eskimo it is just the
cheeks and the hands. Hig body is ghort and thick get, and the blood
doesn't have as far to go.

" We know fFom studies of Negroes that they suffer tremendously in
thelr hands and feet from heat logs, They really do have problems in
the cold. 1don't think we ought o gend very many Negroes to cold
places. 1know that would be called discrimination, but it is just
commeon genge. I think that Negroes would be mueh better in the hot
places because they can take the heat beiter than a lot of other people
ean,

I think we can use it in our own personnel, but of course you can't
get away with i, obviously, because some of the peovple can't even
publish what they find, They have t0 go to vutside cutlets. But I think
that in designing clothing and in designing equipment we know what the
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tolgrances are of tize differen: kﬁ:&a of people under heat and cold.
In designing wniforms and atil a@z‘m af things of that kind, it is being
A dore évery day. I can% mymw on what they are doing, Those
. fellows up in Nﬁﬁzzk are &ai’ag’ a wonderful job.
- ﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ’l‘;ﬁ?ﬂz This guestion relates to your response to the question
" regarding Russiﬁ;g activity in the phﬁ—sxcal sciences. At least dne
| earlier speaker ima aﬁsﬁﬂefﬁ that {and i;ti:iﬁk you came cloge to the
same thing) we five not competing efféctively in communicating with
people in the underdeveloped nations in terms that they can understand,
| l@yi;maati% fgr Hibis {8 true, or if you agree with it, is {t because
we have less iﬁfém&tiﬂ;& about their culture or iy {t because our bursau~
cratic setup provides o block to our using vur information in the right
1 } guarters ¢ {
DR. COON: I tisink the second one is closer than the first one.
We've got just 8s wuch iﬁi‘@rm&tim as they have. Another thing s
- thit our personnet z;;fmités such & high siandard of living. Iremember
R up in Katmandu General Riley told me. "It's wonderful to have all you
Americans here. Wa‘ve got several hﬁnmaéi Americans here. You
* use up all the g&se}ine #s fast us wé can get it in, and then you take and
Ep&ﬂ all our servants, ar;d it really-doesn't do us much good in the long
Lo tan: © He's riglfﬁ, I guppose, iﬁ:‘& just this idea that we have to maintain
| oud sﬁ;mdax*ﬁ of liiving; and bring our wives and children on foreign service
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f)ﬁsts, whiéh we do. You ean't expect them to get gick and die.
What are we going to do? Then you invite somebody in to dinner and
they can't invite you back because they haven't got & good enough house
| or the right kind of food, ¢r something. They can't afford bootleg
* liguor, or something, f

} 1 %m:::k it's the standard of living us much as anything. And also,
as I said before, it's the fact that we back existing regimes which are
asuaily corrupt.

i

) QUESTION: The conclusion has béen reached that some cultures
- geem to go matriarchal. Secondly, do yau think that the United States
is turning in that direction? L
, DR. COON: 'Thére has been n lot of speculation about this matri-
archal business. In the first place I will say that { never heard of &
group af primitive hunters ;viw were matriarchal. Matriarchy seems
- to sppear most in primitive agriculture whete the women produce the
o food, There ig %ﬁﬁ gre:at exeception. The Toureg, out in the Sahara
u . Degert; ﬁ%@m&&i&mﬁaﬁ, practiesly. Anyway, at least, the women have
an awful lot o say. Ya;; ﬁzﬁﬁy are camel breedérs, and warriors.
' Eoldontt think you can ?ii% on that. ’
- ~ As to what we are going to do, 1 leave that to Margaret Mead.
oot C@’a@%ﬁﬁl ﬁéﬁfik&iﬁﬁ: Doector, this is a good note to end on,
= You have been iaﬁ %%Ith & barrage o q’ae&iim, gir, mé!, believe me,
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you didn't duck a single one. On behalf of the Commandant, the
students, and the faculty, thank you very mouch, sir.

v

8
. -
. -
. -
ES
Lo
t
3 1
3
Al
T
“
-
£
'
i
e
£ "y
¢ - 0
- 7
g
~ -
.,,:}(
- o,
R »
= XN
. L t A
B
i e :
¢ &
“ % et
Yoy
L 4 v N ::;”
%
&
A e
< #
& s
e Yot
"y
-~
t
&
5
”
R * 1
1 R " 1
x
# I
w T
+ 4
&
G
t
3
i
4
1
: 42
{
-
4

i 4

AR Al 24



