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E T H N I C  A-NrD S O C I A L  F A C T O R S  IN N A T I O N A L  S T R E N G T H :  
TI iE  U . S . S . R .  

7 N o v e m b e r  1960 

C O L .  DE CAI~_ARA: Thus  f a r  in  o u r  s t u d i e s  in  Uni t  III  we have  l o o k e d  

a t  t he  e f f e c t  of c u l t u r e s  on d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s  of the  w o r l d .  F o r  the  m o s t  

p a r t ,  t hough ,  we have  g e n e r a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on e i t h e r  o u r  own n a t i o n  

o r  on tha t  l a r g e  b loc  of c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  we s o m e t i m e s  r e f e r  to a s  

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  o r  n e w l y  e m e r g i n g .  T h i s  l e a v e s  u s  a huge  gap o r  void ,  

n a m e l y ,  in  the C o m m u n i s t  c o u n t r i e s  of the  w o r l d .  

You p r o b a b l y  have  h e a r d  the  w i s h f u l  t h o u g h t  t ha t  one  of t h e s e  d a y s  

the  p e o p l e  w i l l  r i s e  up and  t h r o w  off t h e i r  C o m m u n i s t  y o k e .  R e c a l l  f r o m  

t o d a y ' s  r e a d i n g  t ha t  w h e n  we s p e a k  of the p e o p l e s  of the  S o v i e t  Un ion  

w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  of m o r e  t h a n  40 n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  s p e a k i n g  m o r e  than  150 d i f f e r -  

en t  l a n g u a g e s  and  d i a l e c t s .  

If  we had  s u f f i c i e n t  k n o w l e d g e  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the  c u l t u r e s  

and  b a c k g r o u n d s  of t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  we  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  be in  a m u c h  b e t t e r  

p o s i t i o n  to p r e d i c t  wha t  t h e y  w o u l d  do in the f u t u r e .  But we d o n ' t .  As  

W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l  s a id ,  R u s s i a  i s  a r i d d l e ,  w r a p p e d  in a m y s t e ~ J ,  : i n s ide  

an e n i g m a .  

~ o  he lp  us  f i l l  t h i s  g a p i n g  vo id ,  we have  wi th  us  t oday  an 

e x p e r t  on the  c u l t u r e  of the  Sov ie t  Un ion .  l ie  ha s  t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  

t h r o u g h o u t  the  U . S . S . R . ,  and,  p o s s i b l y  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  he has  

c o m e  b a c k  to t a l k  abou t  i t .  

I t ' s  a d i s t i n c t  p l e a s u r e  and  a p r i v i l e g e  fo r  m e  to i n t r o d u c e  to th i s  



Class of 1961 Dr. John A. Armstrong, of the University of Vv~isconsin. 

Dr. Armstrong. 

DR. Ai~I~ISTRONC-: Thank you, Colonel. 

Gentlemen, the subject which we have today is a very broad one, 

as Colonel de Camara suggested when he mentioned the forty nationalities 

in the Soviet Union; and 1 don't intend to take up all forty in series. ~iow- 

ever 1 want to make several points this morning, which I think will clarify 

your understanding of the complexity of the society of the Soviet Union. 

This complexity is closely related to the intermingling of social 

and ethnic problems in the Soviet Union; and therefore 1 treat at once 

the class divisions of the Soviet Union and the nationality divisions as 

overlapping elements which serve to show us the strengths and the weak- 

nesses of the fabric of society in the U.S.S.r. 

~$ow for a few introductory remarks on this point before I give 

you more de tail. 

The peasantry in the Soviet Union is, of course, composed of 
f o r t y  

m e m b e r s  of  a l ~ n a t i o n a l i t i e s  in  the  S o v i e t  U n i o n - - l - l u s s i a n s  a n d  n o n -  

b ~ u s s i a n s .  ~ u t  i t  i s  a f a c t  t h a t  t he  l¢ .uss ians ,  t he  m a s t e r  r a c e ,  s h a l l  

we s a y ,  of  the  So , r ie t  Un ion ,  c o n s t i t u t e  m o s t  of  the  u r b a n  d w e l l e r s .  T h e  

c i t y  p e o p l e  of  t he  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a r e  m o s t l y  ~ • ~usslans. There are other 

small nationalitie~ which are also primarily urban, particularly the 

Jews and the Trans-Caucasians. I will not have time, unfortunately, 

to deal with these very interesting groups very much in my talk. If 

anyone wants to raise questions later about the Jews and the Trans- 
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Caucasians, I will be glad to address myself to them, however. 3oth 

these groups are urban, and have a high percentage of scientific workers 

and of party members. 

~;ence the cities, with their educated groups, their party member- 

sh ip ,  and  the  p r o l e t a r i a t - - t h e  w o r k i n g ,  l a b o r i n g  c l a s s  in  the  f a c t o r i e s - -  

have  c o n s t i t u t e d  f r o m  the b e g i n n i n g  of the  Sov ie t  r e g i m e  the  s t r o n g h o l d ,  

the  f o r t r e s s ,  of  the  C o m m u n i s t  s y s t e m  in the  U . S . S . R .  T o d a y  the 

s o - c a l l e d  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  w h i c h  i s  b e t t e r  t r a n s l a t e d  as  w h i t e - c o l l a r  w o r -  

k e r s ,  t h o s e  who w o r k  wi th  t h e i r  b r a i n s  r a t h e r  t han  wi th  t h e i r  hands ,  

r a t h e r  than  as  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  in ou r  s e n s e  of the  t e r m ,  a l s o  fa l l  by and 

l a r g e  in to  th is  c a t e g o r y  of the  u r b a n  R u s s i a n  and  o t h e r  g r o u p s .  And,  

e x c e p t  fo r  the  J e w s  and  the  T r a n s - C a u c a s i a n s ,  they  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

Rus s i a n s .  

Now, t h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  f a c e t  tha t  i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  h e r e  and  w h i c h  

I ' m  s u r e  you have  h e a r d  and  r e a d  a g r e a t  d e a l  about ;  n a m e l y ,  the  r e l a -  

t i o n s h i p  of r e l i g i o n  to the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m .  And  it  t u r n s  out when  you 

e x a m i n e  the  c l a s s  and  n a t i o n a l i t y  s t r u c t u r e  of t he  Sov ie t  Union,  that  you 

f ind  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a c l o s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  e a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  o r i g i n s  

of the p e o p l e  and  t h e i r  u r b a n  and n a t i o n a l i t y  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

Of c o u r s e ,  as  you know, the C o m m u n i s t  r e g i m e  i s  an a t h e i s t  r e g i m e .  

The m o s t  a c t i v e  e l e m e n t s  in the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m  today  a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n t i -  

r e l i g i o u s .  St i l l ,  t h e r e  is  a h a n g - o v e r ,  s h a l l  we say ,  a t r a d i t i o n  of r e l i g -  

i ous  a f f i l i a t i on  in the Sov ie t  Un ion  w h i c h  i s  c l o s e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  to e t h n i c  

f a c t o r s .  
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The R u s s i a n s  a r e  a l m o s t  who l ly  by h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  Or thodox ,  

E a s t e r n  Or thodox ;  and  t h e y  s t a n d  o v e r  a g a i n s t . t h e  n o n - O r t h o d o x  e l e m e n t s  

of the  Sov ie t  popu la t ion ,  who a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r u r a l ,  n o n - u r b a n .  

N ; o r e o v e r ,  we have  good r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  tha t  r e l i g i o n  has  p e r -  

s i s t e d  to a m u c h  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  in the  r u r a l  a r e a s  than  in the  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  

We f ind t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  to s o m e  e x t e n t  e v e n  in  our  own c o u n t r y - - t h a t  

the  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t e n d s  to be m o r e  r e l i g i o u s  than  the  c i ty  popu la t ion ;  

and th i s  is  f a r  m o r e  the  c a s e  in a r a p i d l y  e v o l v i n g  s o c i e t y  l ike  the  

R u s s i a n  s o c i e t y .  

And  so  you have  a t r i p l e  c o r r e l a t i o n  h e r e ,  of r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  

and  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i c h  I p r o p o s e  to  d e v e l o p  in  g r e a t e r  l eng th  in  

r e l a t i o n  to a few of the  m a j o r  d i v i s i o n s  in the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m .  

B e f o r e  go ing  to that ,  I w i l l  s a y  a few w o r d s  about  the  g e n e r a l  d e m o -  

g r a p h i c  p o s i t i o n  of the  Sov ie t  Union .  Th i s  I n e e d  not  d e v e l o p  in g r e a t  

d e t a i l ,  b e c a u s e  in the  r e p o r t  of  the  J o i n t  ~Slconomic C o m m i t t e e  of the  

C o n g r e s s  you have  abundan t  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  a n a l y s i s  t han  

I cou ld  hope: to p r e s e n t  in the  b r i e f  t i m e  tha t  we have  a v a i l a b l e .  And  I 

hope  tha t  you have  e x a m i n e d  th i s  a r t i c l e  wi th  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c a r e .  

To s u m m a r i z e  v e r y  b r i e f l y  i t s  m a j o r  po in t s ,  h o w e v e r :  In the 

c e n s u s  of J a n u a r y ,  1959, the  f i r s t  c e n s u s  h e l d  in the  Sov ie t  Union  in two 

d e c a d e s ,  i t  t u r n e d  out t h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  209 m i l l i o n  in the  Sov ie t  

Union, 

da te .  

as  c o m p a r e d  to an A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  of 177 m i l l i o n  as  of tha t  

The  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  of the  Sov ie t  p o p u l a t i o n  in 1959 and 1958 was  
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s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  than  tha t  of the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Th i s  has  l ed  s o m e  

r e p o r t s ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  the  U n i t e d  Na t i ons  E c o n o m i c  C o m m i s s i o n  fo r  

E u r o p e ~ e p o r t ,  to i ndu lge  in what  s e e m s  to m e  r a t h e r  f anc i fu l  s p e c u -  

l a t i on  about  the  c o m p a r a t i v e  g r o w t h  r a t e s  in  p o p u l a t i o n  of the two c o u n -  

t r i e  s .  

Actually, more stringent analyses, such as that in the Joint Econ- 

omic Committee report, suggest:: that, while the iqussian population is 

growing at a slightly greater rate than that of the American today, this 

will not be a long-range phenomenon, for, as the population in the Soviet 

Union ages--a natural process due to the fact that, as far as we can 

~e 
anticipate, there will bemore catastrophic losses in the Soviet population-- 

it will tend to resemble the American population more; and thus, there 

being fewer persons in the child-producing age range, the proportion of 

births in the Soviet Union will drop, and thus the natural increase in the 

Soviet population will in all likelihood within the next decade very closely 

approximate S or possibly fall slightly below, that of the United States. 

And we may, I think, anticipate that ten years from now the difference 

of approximately 30 million between the American and the Soviet popu- 

lation will be about the same as it is today. 

This is especially the case because of the entry into the child-bear- 

ing age in this decade of the women, the girls, who were born during 

the Second World War, when there was a very low birth rate, of course, 

in l%ussia and when, therefore, there will not be many new women enter- 

ing this child-producing category; and that will, of course, cut down the 
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total birth rate in the Soviet Union. 

Another point that is made in the Joint ]~conomic Committee report 

that you should observe very closely is the present disparity in the 30- 

to 50-age category between women and men. There are about twice as 

many women as men in that category, which we consider ordinarily 

our most active and productive age group. This is an almost fantastic 

situation. It arises, of course, from the enormous war losses in the 

Soviet Union among men during the war in military service; and also 
to 

v e r y  l i k e l y  f r o m  the  f ac t  t h a t  S t a l i n  s e e m e d /  p r e f e r  to s e n d  m e n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  w o m e n  to the  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  

Now, a t  the  s a m e  t i m e  t h e r e  is  a n o t h e r  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  po in t  t ha t  we 

s h o u l d  m e n t i o n  in r e g a r d  to the o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e ,  n a m e l y ,  the 

f ac t  t ha t  the  age  g r o u p  w h i c h  is  now 18, a n d  t h o s e  w h i c h  w i l l  be  e n t e r i n g  

the  1 8 - y e a r - o l d  age  c a t e g o r y  and  o l d e r  d u r i n g  the  nex t  f ive  y e a r s ,  i s  

go ing  to be v e r y  low, b e c a u s e  of the e n o r m o u s  w a r  l o s s e s .  As  f a r  a s  

the  s e x  r a t i o  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  i t  m a k e s  no d i f f e r e n c e ,  b e c a u s e  the  low b i r t h  

r a t e  in the  w a r  a g e s  n a t u r a l l y  a f f e c t e d  bo th  s e x e s  e q u a l l y .  But  i t  m a k e s  

a t r e m e n d o u s  d i f f e r e n c e  in  the  o v e r a l l  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  m a n p o w e r .  

At  the  p r e s e n t  t i m e  the  S o v i e t  Union  has  9 o r  10 m i l l i o n  m o r e  m e n  

of m i l i t a r y  age  t han  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d o e s .  F~ut i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  tha t  

w i t h i n  f ive  y e a r s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  i s  go ing  to d e c l i n e  to  

3 m i l l i o n - - 3  m i l l i o n  e x c e s s  m i l i t a r y  m a n p o w e r  in  the  S o v i e t  Un ion  o v e r  

the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

Now, I po in t  out  on ly  one  i m p l i c a t i o n  of t ha t  at  the  m o m e n t .  You 
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know tha t  the  p e r i o d  of the  nex t  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  then ,  in w h i c h  the  

Sov ie t  Union  wi l l  have  th i s  g r e a t  e x c e s s  of m i l i t a r y  m a n p o w e r  a v a i l a b l e ,  

h a p p e n s  by c h a n c e  to c o i n c i d e  wi th  the p e r i o d  ~ t h e  s o - c a l l e d  m i s s i l e  

gap.  It  i s ,  in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  of f o r c e s  for  

the Sov i e t  Union,  in w h i c h  t h e y  have  an e x c e s s  of 8, 9, 10 m i l l i o n  m e n  

a v a i l a b l e  fo r  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r ,  p lus  a t e m p o r a r y  l e a d  in  c e r t a i n  f o r m s  of 

m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t .  I po in t  t h i s  out on ly  as  a c au t i on  to i n d i c a t e  the  fac t  

tha t  i t  m a y  be tha t  the  nex t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a r e  the  t i m e  fo r  the  Sov ie t  Un ion  

t o  w a v e  i t s  

Now, t u r n i n g  f r o m  the  g e n e r a l  d e m o g r a p h i c  p i c t u r e  to the  d i v i s i o n  

of the Sov ie t  Union  in to  c l a s s e s ,  we f i r s t  o b s e r v e  the  p e a s a n t  c l a s s .  

B e f o r e  the  i~evolut ion,  and  as  l a te  in fac t  as  1928, 80 p e r c e n t  of the  Sov ie t  

popu l a t i on  l i v e d  in  r u r a l  a r e a s .  

but  t hey  a l l  l i v e d  in the  v i l l a g e s .  

Not a l l  w e r e  a c t u a l  f a r m e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ;  

Now, the  rural p o p u l a t i o n  in the  Sov ie t  

Union  is  r e d u c e d  to 52 p e r c e n t - - s t i l l  a v e r y  h igh  p ropor t iQn  .-when we 

c o n s i d e r  how s m a l l  the  f a r m  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  t oday  in the  U n i t e d  S ta te s  

and  o t h e r  h igh ly  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s - - n e v e r t h e l e s s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

r e d u c t i o n  of the load  of d w e l l e r s  in the  v i l l a g e s .  

W o r k i n g  p e a s a n t s  in  the  Sov ie t  Union  today  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p r o x i -  

m a t e l y  40 p e r c e n t  of the  t o t a l  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  a l though ,  to be s u r e ,  m o s t  

of the  p e a s a n t  w o r k e r s  a r e  w o m e n  and c h i l d r e n  in t h e i r  t e e n s .  A n d  thus  

the  Sov ie t  Un ion  f a c e s  a g r e a t  d r a i n  on i t s  w o r k i n g  f o r c e  c a p a c i t y  by the  

n e c e s s i t y  to r e t a i n  s u c h  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  work ,  w h i c h  

i s  p e r f o r m e d  in the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by l e s s  than  15 p e r c e n t  of the  t o t a l  w o r k -  p /  
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ing population. And, despite this tremendous diversion of manpower-- 

or womanpower, if you like-'to agricultural work, the Soviet Union still 

finder, as we all know, that its agricultural production has lagged enor- // 

mously. 

The difficulties in agricultural production in the Soviet Union are 

intimately related to the social and ethnic problems which we are con- 

fronting today. The women, the children, and indeed the peasant men, 

who lack high education and urban sophistication, find difficulty in handling 

complex modern machinery. That is one source of the lag in agricul- 

tural production. 

A second reason is the lack of incentive arising from the workday w'" 

s y s t e m .  U n d e r  the  w o r k d a y  s y s t e m ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r  

i s  pa id  not  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  a c t u a l  w o r k i n g  capac i t y ,  but  in  a c c o r d a n c e  

wi th  a h igh ly  a r t i f i c i a l  s y s t e m  by w h i c h  he is  put  in a s t a n d a r d  c a t e g o r y  

r e g a r d l e s s  of h is  own e f f i c i e n c y .  

Now, r e c e n t l y  K h r u s h c h e v  has  t r i e d  to m o v e  in the  d i r e c t i o n  of 

i n s t i t u t i n g  r e g u l a r  wage  r a t e  pay fo r  the  f a r m  w o r k e r s .  But so f a r  t h i s  

has  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  to a v e r y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  of the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a -  

t i o n - - a b o u t  10 p e r c e n t - - l e s s  than  5 p e r c e n t  as of  now.  And  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  
s t r a i g h t  

who a r e  pa id  on a s a l a r y  b a s i s  ge t  an a v e r a g e  of 10 to 12 r u b l e s  a day .  
A 

The  r u b l e  i s  w o r t h  10 c e n t s .  They  a r e  not  h igh ly  paid;  in  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

about  a d o l l a r  a day for  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k .  

/ 
Consequen t ly~  the  p e a s a n t  in the  Sov ie t  Un ion  t e n d s  to  d e v o t e  as  

l i t t l e  e n e r g y  and as  l i t t l e  t i m e  as  p o s s i b l e  to w o r k i n g  on the s o - c a l l e d  

S 



c o l l e c t i v i z e d  s e c t o r  of the  f a r m ;  and, i n s t e a d ,  c o n c e n t r a t e ' h i s  m a j o r  

e f f o r t s  on h i s  own p r i v a t e  g a r d e n - - a n  a r e a  of about  one  a c r e  w h i c h  is  

a l l o t t e d  to h i m  for  h i s  p e r s o n a l  u s e .  And  i t  i s  a r e m a r k a b l e  fac t  tha t  30 

p e r c e n t  of the food p r o d u c e d  in  the  Sovie t  Union  i s  s t i l l  p r o d u c e d  on t h e s e  

l i t t l e  a c r e  p lo t s  tha t  l ie  b e h i n d  the  p e a s a n t  huts ,  and  only 70 p e r c e n t  

t h e r e f o r e  on the  who le  s o c i a l i z e d  s e c t o r  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in  the Sov ie t  Un ion .  

1V-oreover, in the  c r i t i c a l  c a t e g o r y  of m e a t  p r o d u c t s ,  w h i c h  is  one 

of the m o s t  l agg ing  a s p e c t s  of Sov ie t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  GO p e r c e n t  of m e a t  

i s  p r o d u c e d  by the  p e a s a n t s  on t h e i r  p r i v a t e  p l o t s - - c l ~ i c k e n  y a r d s ,  hogs ,  

a n d  m a y b e  a cow a n d  a few s h e e p .  T h e y  p r o d u c e  ~0 p e r c e n t  of a l l  the 

m e a t  p r o d u c e d  in the  Sov ie t  Union .  

Th i s  is  an e x a m p l e  of the  f a i l u r e  of the Sov ie t  s y s t e m  to i n t e g r a t e  

the  p e a s a n t r y .  It i s  the  b e s t  e v i d e n c e  we have ,  I b e l i e v e ,  that  the p e a s a n -  

t r y  i s  not  whol ly  i n d o c t r i n a t e d ,  not  ful ly d r a w n  i n t o  the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m .  
get  

It i s  v e r y  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  us  toAdirec t  e v i d e n c e  about  the  p e a s a n t  f e e l i n g s .  

For one thing, visitors to the So~det Union are not ordinarily allowed to 

go out to farms except under strict escort. 

I went out myself to several farms at different times. On one 

occasion I got separated fro~the g~uide on a collective farm, and immed- 

iately an old peasant woman ran up to me and began to ply me with ques- 

tions about what the state of the peasants was in the United States. I 

barely got started explaining to her--it was a somewhat difficult process 

because she spoke a local dialect, of course, and my i%ussian wasntt 

quite up to a rapid exchange on this subject--when the chairman of the 
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collective farm came running back, grabbed me by the arm, and hustled 

me away and shooed l~er off into the distance, so that I couldn't have this 

kind of personal contact with the peasants. 

So we have to derive our primary information about the nature of 

from 
peasant attitudes i this indirect evidence of the fact that they just don't 

ized 
put out. They don't put out in work on the collectiv sect br of agricul- 

ture. 

lye can derive evidence of the lack of full incorporation of the 

peasantry into the Soviet system from another indirect sign of evidence, 

namely, the very low party membership in the farm~. ~nly 2 percent of ~z/ 

the farmers in the Ukraine, where we have statistical evidence, are mem- 

bers of the Communist Party, as compared to about i0 percent of the 

urban working population. 1~nd thus the party, which is the heart of 

Soviet indoctrination and control, is very weakly represented in the 

viUages. 

When we turn to the city, as I have already suggested in gene1"al, 

we confront quite a different picture, particularly when we look at the 

laboring class, the industrial workers. There are about 30 million 

industrial laborers in the Soviet Union today, of whom over 15 million 

are engaged in manufacturing operations alone. The party membership 

in this group, in contrast to the very low party membership in the peas- w/' 

ant areas, is about 5 to i0 percent. It's 5 percent in the Ukraine, where 

we have exact statistics; but that is a rather low party membership area 

as 1 shall indicate later. Thu~the party has anyway, a strong'er grip 

I0 
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on the working class. 

A majority of these industrial workers are of peasant origin. 

Sixty percent of the working class that moved to the cities during the 

thirties, according to one calculation, came from the rural areas. They 

were forced to migrate by starvation basically, which accompanied the 

t ion  
c o l l e c t i v i z ~  of a g r i c u l t u r e ;  and by f o r c i b l e  d r a f t s  of a p p r e n t i c e  you ths  

to w, o r k  in the f a c t o r i e s .  

~ v e n  now m a n y  of t h e m  r e m a i n  v e s t i g i a l l y  a t t a c h e d  to  the  l and  

by k e e p i n g  s m a l l  g a r d e n s  on tile o u t s k i r t s  of the  c i ty .  And to s o m e  e x t e n t  

i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p r o p e r  to  r e g a r d  the  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r  in the  Sov ie t  Union  

as ha l f  p e a s a n t  by m e n t a l i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t hey  a r e  m u c h  b e t t e r  e d u -  

ca t ed  than  the  p e a s a n t .  

F o r  a t i m e  in the  c i t i e s  t h e r e  was  c o m p u l s o r y  t e n - y e a r  s c h o o l i n g .  

Th i s  was  int*~oduced in the  m i d d l e  50is  and  was  a b o l i s h e d  in 1958. ~ u t  a 

c e r t a i n  p r o p o r t i o n  of the p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  of young  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  

in the  Sov ie t  Union,  t h e r e f o r e ,  have  a h igh  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t hough  now 

m o s t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to l e a v e  at the  age  of 14 fo r  j obs .  

T h e y  p r e f e r  u r b a n  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e l s  no doubt  about  i t  

t ha t  the  m a n  who l i v e s  in the  c i t y - - t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r  o r  anyone  e l s e  

for  t ha t  m a t t e r - - f e e l s  he i s  s u p e r i o r  and  tha t  he e n j o y s  s u p e r i o r  c o n d i t i o n s .  

Wel l ,  th i s  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  The l i fe  in the c i t y  i s  t y p i c a l  of e v e r y  

a d v a n c e d  c o u n t r y  in the  w o r l d - - t h e  m o v i e s ,  the  b r i g h t  l i g h t s .  T h e y  

a t t r a c t  t h e s e  f a r m  b o y s .  We had  an old song  tha t  you p r o b a b l y  can  r e m e m -  

b e r  about  th i s  in r e l a t i o n  to g e t t i n g  back  on the  f a r m  a f t e r  the  F i r s t  

Ii 
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World  War .  

Pu t  the a t t i tude  in the Soviet  Union of going to the ci ty ,  of b e c o m i n g  

ad jus t ed  to the u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t ends  to develop suppor t  for  t h e  r e g i m e ,  

because  it t ends  to make  the work ing  man  fee l  tha t  he has  r a i s e d  h i m s e l f  

in s o c i a l  s t a tu s  by moving  to town, and tha t  he owes his  a d v a n c e m e n t  

to the fact  tha t  the Soviet  r e g i m e  has  made  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p o s s i b l e ,  

and has  made  t r a n s f e r  f rom the b a c k w a r d  a z r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  to u r b a n  

l ife a r e a l i t y  for  h im .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  is  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t endency  today in the Soviet  

Union for  the l a b o r i n g  c l a s s  to d r i f t  away f r o m  ac t ive  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

work;  and the deve lopmen t  of the s o - c a l l e d  c o m r a d e l y  c o u r t s ,  t o c u r b  

i d l e n e s s  i s  one a s p e c t  of the  e f for t  of the r e g i m e  to o v e r c o m e  t h i s .  

E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s  the e x t r e m e l y  poor  imus ing  which p r e v a i l s  

in the c i t i e s .  The o f f i c i a l  a l l o t m e n t  i s  nine s q u a r e  y a r d s  p e r  p e r s o n .  

G e n e r a l l y  th i s  works  out to one big r o o m  pe r  f ami ly .  And th i s ,  of cou r se ,  

c a u s e s  g r e a t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  It c a u s e s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among the whi te  

c o l l a r  w o r k e r s ,  the s o - c a l l e d  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  as  wel l  as  the work ing  c l a s s .  

On the o the r  hand, th i s  group has  been the ch ie f  b e n e f i c i a r y  of the 

Sovie t  r e g i m e  in many  r e s p e c t s .  Some of i t s  e l e m e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t e a c h e r s  and p h y s i c i a n s ,  a r e  not wel l  pa id  and a r e  not we l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  

in  p a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p .  But the i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  a l so  inc lude  l a rge  e l emen t~  

t 

which f o r m ,  in my opinion,  the backbone  of the  Sovie t  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m .  

/krnon 5 t he se  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r e  p r o d u c t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s - - e n g i n e e r s .  

F o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  has  been the key,  the  golden road,  
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to s u c c e s s  c a r e e r w i s e  in the Soviet  s y s t e m .  Today t h e r e  a r e  720, 000 / /  

e n g i n e e r s  in the Soviet  Union, p lus  an a p p r o x i m a t e l y  equal  n u m b e r  of 

t e c h n i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  w h f ~ a r e  not u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s .  They 

a r e  f avo red  in p a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p .  They  a r e  f avored  in pay .  F r e q u e n t l y  

an e n ~ u e e r ,  d i r e c t i n g  a shop in a Sovie t  f ac to ry ,  wi l l  make  ten t i m e s  

as  m u c h  as the a v e r a g e  w o r k e r  unde r  h im.  They a r e ,  of cou r se ,  p roud  

of t h e i r  pos i t ion .  They  a r e  p roud  of the p a r t  they  have p l ayed  in bu i ld ing  

the r a p i d  S o v i e t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  a d v a n c e s .  A n d  they  a r e  
/ 

e s p e c i a l l y  a t t ached ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  to t h e s e  h i g h - p a i d  and p r i v i l e g e d  d i f f e r -  / 

e n t i a l s  which  they  enjoy .  

Today t lmre  has  been some  t endency ,  as  I have a l r e a d y  sugges t ed ,  

to cut back  on the t r a i n i n g  of p e r s o n s  in h i g h e r  educa t ion .  S t i l l  the e n g i n e e r  i s  

f avored  in the Soviet  s y s t e m ,  and wi l l  be, I th ink,  b e c a u s e  of h is  obvious 

u t i l i t y  to a soc i e ty  which i s  deve lop ing  r a p i d l y  both in i n d u s t r y  and in  

m i l i t a r y  p roduc t ion .  It~ost m a n a g e r s  in the Sovie t  Union a r e  d rawn f r o m  y 

e n g i n e e r s  r a t h e r  than  f r o m  among  l a w y e r s  and accoun tan t s ,  a s  t hey  a r e  

in  th i s  coun t ry .  

Thm~ of cou r se ,  t h e r e  a r e  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .  Tha t  

i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  c l a s s  in the Soviet  Union and one which  has  v e r y  h igh 

p r i v i l e g e s .  You r i de  on a t r a i n  in the Sovie t  Union and you find about 

ha l f  of the f i r s t - c l a s s  c o m p a r t m e n t s  a r e  occupied  by men  in u n i f o r m - -  

Navy, A r m y ,  and MVD o f f i c e r s .  These  m e n  t]ave m a n y  p r i v i l e g e s .  

And, of cou r se ,  t h e y  have the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a c a r e e r  which  i s  v e r y  h igh-  

ly  r e g a r d e d  in t e r m s  of p r e s t i g e  in the Soviet  Union.  
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Today they face some difficulties, such as the demobilization of 

large numbers of military officers which have become surplus after the 

moderate reduction in the force levels of the Soviet military. But I would 

estimate that today there are still two to three hundred thousand profes- 

sional military officers in the Soviet Union; and that they constitute one 

of the most important bulwarks of the Soviet system. 

Then we come, of course, to the party ana state bureaucracy-- 

the real ruling class of the Soviet system--not the party membership, 

/ 

which may or may not constitute access to positions of real power, but / 

the 200, 000 full-time party officials, and approximately 300, 000 state 

officials, which work in close conjunction with them. 

These men today, in the younge r generation at least, are very fre- 

quently men with tecb/~ical engineering training, For example, Leonid 

iBrezhnev, who is now the state head in the Soviet Union, the titular head, 

was an engineer by training and early work. lind so is Kozlov, for that 

matter, the second most powerful figure perhaps in the party today. They 

are, therefore, in intimate contact with the engineering and with the rnili- 
also 

tary, who are, of course,Awell educated professionally. And together, 

these groups, very small in number in comparison to the total population, 

but in all the key positions of Soviet life, tend to constitute the real strength 

of the Soviet system. 

On the other hand, we have the humanistically trained intellectuals-- 

writers, poets, actors, and some kinds of scholars, for example, in 

l i t e r a t u r e  and  h i s t o r y T - w h o  a r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m ,  

14 
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t h e y  too  en joy  g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e s ,  b e c a u s e  of the  e n o r m o u s  w e i g h t  of r i g i d  

c o n t r o l s  upon t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  But c o m p a r e d  to  the i r o n  

c o r e  of p a r t y  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  and  p r o d u c t i o n  m a n a g e r s ,  

t h e s e  h u m a n i s t i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  c o n s t i t u t e  a r e l a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f -  

i c a n t  and  i m p o t e n t  g roup .  

Now, I p r o m i s e d  to r e l a t e  t h i s  p i c t u r e  to the  e t h n i c  s i t u a t i o n  in  the  

Sov ie t  Un ion .  I w i l l  not  a t t e m p t  to do i t  for  a l l  the e t h n i c  g roups ,  as  

I have  a l r e a d y  p o i n t e d  out .  It  wou ld  be i m p o s s i b l y  c o m p l e x .  ~u t  I ' l l  

t ake  up the  two m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  in my  op in ion .  P i r s t ,  the  

U k r a i n i a n s .  

The  U k r a i n i a n s  occupy  a k e y  p o s i t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  of the  s i z e  of the 

U k r a i n e ,  w h i c h  i s  as  l a r g e  as T e x a s ;  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  on the t r a d i -  

t i o n a l  i n v a s i o n  r o u t e s  f r o m  e i t h e r  the  sou th  o r  the  wes t ;  and b e c a u s e  of 

i t s  g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  output .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 p e r c e n t  of the  Sov ie t  s t e e l  

p r o d u c t i o n  and of i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  p r o d u c e d  in  the  U k r a i n e .  

/ 
Now, t h e r e  a r e  42 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  in tha t  c o u n t r y ,  a f if th of the  

Sov ie t  popu l a t i on .  To be s u r e ,  on ly  76 p e r c e n t  of t h e m  a r e  U k r a i n i a n s .  

O t h e r  U k r a i n i a n s ,  f ive m i l l i o n  m o r e ,  a r e  s e % t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the  Sov ie t  

Un ion .  And  t h e r e  i s  a t e n d e n c y  a m o n g  the  U k r a i n i a n s  to abandon  t h e i r  

own langalage in f a v o r  of R u s s i a n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  a r e  a c o m p a c t  

e t h n i c  g r o u p .  T h e y  a r e  c l o s e  to the R u s s i a n s  in  m a n y  r e s p e c t s .  

The E a s t  U k r a i n i a n s  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  of O r t h o d o x  reli~o-ion. On the  

o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  i s  a c o r e  of d i s s e n s i o n  in the  U k r a i n e ,  a r i s i n g  in  p a r t  

f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  di f f  e r e n c e s .  The  W e s t  U k r a i n i a n s ,  in the  a r e a  i n c o r p o r a t e d  ~/ 
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f r o m  P o l a n d  in  1939, a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c s .  T h e y  have  

b e e n  s h a r p l y  p e r s e c u t e d  by the  Sov ie t  r e g i m e  s i n c e  the  war ,  and  t h e i r  

r e a c t i o n  has  b e e n  v i o l e n t  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  e x p r e s s e d  in  a c t u a l  p a r t i s a n  w a r -  

f a r e  a g a i n s t  the  Sov ie t  Union,  at  l e a s t  u n t i l  1949. 

Now, today  th i s  e l e m e n t  of U k r a i n i a n s ,  d i s a f f e c t e d  f r o m  the  Sov ie t  

s y s t e m ,  m o v e s  about  the  whole  U k r a i n e ;  and  t h e r e  is  e v i d e n c e  of an 

i n d i r e c t  and  not  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  n a t u r e  tha t  t h e y  p r o p a g a t e  the  i d e a  of 

o p p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  U k r a i n e  and R u s s i a  a m o n g  the g r e a t  m a s s  of t h e i r  

c o - n a t i o n a l i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  E a s t  U k r a i n e .  They  a r e ,  in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

a d i s t u r b i n g  e l e m e n t  in the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  the  Sov ie t  Un ion  took 

in b e c a u s e  i t  fe l t  i t  w a n t e d  to ge t  a l l  U k r a i n i a n s  u n d e r  i t s  c o n t r o l .  ~u t  

i t  has  in  a s e n s e  t a k e n  in a T r o j a n  h o r s e .  

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  R u s s i a  fo r  t h i s  

g r o u p  to p lay  upon.  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  i s  a long  t r a d i t i o n  in E a s t  U k r a i n e  

o f  a s e p a r a t e  O r t h o d o x  c h u r c h - - t h e  A u t o c e p h a l o u s  Church ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d - -  

w h i c h  i s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  the  M o s c o w  P a t r i a r c h y .  Th i s  a l s o  was  b r u t a l l y  

s u p p r e s s e d  by the  Sov ie t  r e g i m e  in the  t h i r t i e s  and  l a t e r .  ]~ut the  m e m o r y  

of th is  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  a f a c t o r  w h i c h  t e n d s  to b r e a k  

the  s e e m i n g  uni ty  of the  O r t h o d o x  t r a d i t i o n  w h i c h  has  u n i t e d  the  U k r a i n e  

and  R u s s i a .  

The  p a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p  is  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a k  in the  U k r a i n e .  Only  

abou t  ha l f  as  m a n y  U k r a i n i a n s  as R u s s i a n s  a r e  in the p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y .  

l ~ o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p e r h a p s  than  any of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  tha t  



I have mentioned is the difference in tradition--tradition of cultural life 

and tradition of economic organization. This is especially true in agri- 

culture, which, I have already pointed out, is the weakest spot classwise 

in the Soviet structure. And here we have a conversion, you see, of 

ethnic and class friction in the Soviet system, because the Ukrainian far- 

mer traditionally was a much more }independent character than his Rus- 

sian counterpart. 

H 
You have heard probably of the#mir, the communal system of 

village management of agriculture, which existed for centuries in ~Castern 

Europe. This was not widespread in the Ukraine, in comparison with 

l%ussia, where it was the predominant form of agricultural life. And, of 
ed 

course, the mir form/ the natural transitional form in many respects 

to the present collective farm. ~ut, since it was absent in the Ukraine, 

the transition was not so easy. 7~-nd, in fact, the collectiwSzation of 

agriculture in the early thirties was a far bloodier, costlier business 

than it was in the i%ussian areas in ~eneral. 

The Ukrainian farms were more pro@perous. The so-called kulak 

class of fairly well-off, independent farmers was much more numerous 

proportionately in the Ukraine. In fact, it is probable that a majority of 

the Ukrainian peasants were classed as kulaks by the Communists in the 

thirties. IViillions of these were dispossessed after they passively resis- 

ted collectivization, and millions starved to death. It is estimated tlnat as 

many as three million Ukrainian farmers may have starved to death betvreen 

1930 and 1933, when the regime simply took their farms and their produce 
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and left them to scrape up what they could; and others were exiled to 

Siberia. 

.Now, this memory of Communist oppression, which is identified 

with Iklioscow, the great i%ussian center, is still strong in the Ukraine. 

Even Soviet sources indicate this indirectly. 

nagging dissatisfaction with the Soviet system. 

It is, then, a source of 

Cor~bined with linguin- 

gistic and the religious differences, which I have already cited, it forms 

a constant substratum of friction toward the Soviet system. 

Now, that is, of course, a latent factor only. It is not something 

that is going to lead to a revolution on the 19ungarian model. I would be 

very reluctant to give that impression. I think it is quite impossible that 

that kind of revolution can break out under Soviet conditions. And if it 

did, it would be quite ineffective. 

l~ut there is a group in the Ukraine, consisting mainly of intellectuals 

of peasant origin in the East Ukraine, and these West Ukrainian nation- 

alists, who serve as a potential galvanizing force for national cleavage. 

And the power of their potential force resides in the fact that the peasantry, 

which still constitutes the majority of~he population in the Ukraine, is 

dissatisfied on traditional and economic grounds. 

What might happen is, of course, a matter of sheer speculation. 

3ut if we can imagine a situation in which this overriding totalitar- 

ian control system were broken, if only temporarily, through some catas- 

trophe, the power of Soviet repressive organs was relaxed, tile tight 

monopoly of communications at present exercised by the party was broken, 
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t h e n  we can  i m a g i n e  tha t ,  a s  d u r i n g  the  Second  V~orld W a r  h a p p e n e d  in  

fac t ,  the n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m e n t  in  the  U k r a i n e  m i g h t  o f f e r  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  

to the  p r e s e n t  C o m m u n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  would,  i f  p r o p e r l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  

r a p i d l y  l e ad  to a s p i r i t  of c l e a v a g e  f r o m  R u s s i a ,  and  thus  l end  a h e l p i n g  

hand  in  the  f u r t h e r  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of the Sov ie t  s y s t e m .  

So m u c h  for  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  Now to t u r n  v e r y  b r i e f l y  to a n o t h e r ,  

m u c h  m o r e  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  g roup ,  w h i c h  I t h i n k  i s  s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r -  

t an t  in  the  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  of the  Sov ie t  Un ion .  The l~ lds lem p o p u l a -  

t ion  o c c u p i e s  t h i s  v a s t  c e n t r a l  a r e a  of the  Sov ie t  Union  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map} 

from• the  u p p e r  Vo lga  down to the  b o r d e r s  of Ch ina  and  A f g h a n i s t a n  and  

m o s t  of the  n o r t h  C a u c a s u s  and  e a s t  C a u c a s u s  a r e a .  I t ' s  a g roup  s h a r p l y  

d iv ided  a m o n g  i t s e l f  i n t o  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  bu t  a l l  u n i t e d  

by  a c o m m o n  M o s l e m  h e r i t a g e .  

The  Sov ie t  Union  h a s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p l a y e d  upon  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  d i s -  

t i n c t i o n s ,  bu t  i t  ha s  not  s u c c e e d e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  in  c o m p l e t e l y  e l i m i n a t i n g  

the i d e a  of M o s l e m  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  the  i n v a d i n g  E u r o p e a n s  of l~.ussian 

o r i g i n  p r e d o m i n a n t l y .  The R u s s i a n s  d o m i n a t e  in  the  c i t i e s .  T h e y  have  

t r i e d  to d r a w  in  the  e d u c a t e d  c l a s s e s  of the  M o s l e m s .  But  the  bu lk  of 

the  M o s l e m  popu la t ion ,  j u s t  a s  in  the  c a s e  of the  U k r a i n e ,  i s  s t i l l  p e a s -  
s o m e t i m e s  c u s t o m s ,  

an t s ;  and t h e y  c l i n g  to the  old cus toms,ASUCh as  the  s u p p r e s s i o n  of w o m e n - -  

k e e p i n g  w o m e n  in  an  i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n - - w h i c h  have  n o t h i n g  to do d i r e c t l y  

w i th  the M o s l e m  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n ,  but  which ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a r e  h i s -  

t o r i c a l l y  e l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t .  

T h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  wh ich ,  of c o u r s e ,  c o m m u n i s m  has  opposed ,  l e a d  
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to r e s e n t m e n t  on the  p a r t  of the  M o s l e m s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  the  e f f o r t s  of 

the  Sov ie t  Un ion  to  b r i n g  w o m e n  to w o r k  in  the  f a c t o r i e s  s e e m  to be 

b i t t e r l y  r e s e n t e d  by the  m e n  in M o s l e m  a r e a s .  The e f f o r t s  in  the  n o r t h  

C a u c a s u s  to e l i m i n a t e  the  w e a r i n g  of the  d a g g e r ,  the  t r a d i t i o n  s ign  of 

m a l e  v i r i l i t y ,  a r e  r e s e n t e d .  And,  of c o u r s e ,  

w i th  the  p r o p a g a t i o n  of the  M o s l e m  r e l i g i o n ,  

the  d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

cu t t i ng  off, e x c e p t  fo r  a 

token representation, the flow of pilgrims to lVlecca. The reduction of 

mosques to a few out-of-the-way, insignificant religious houses of wor- 

ship. These have undoubtedly contributed to a feeling of dissatisfaction 

among the Moslem population~ 

The big questinn, which I cannot answer here, and which you will 

hear many opinions about, is whether the rising young generation of 

Moslem intellectuals feels this resentment. There are those who will 

say, "Yes, it does, Like the Indians under the Indian Empire, they 

go to the Russian schools. They learn russian. They become drawn 

into the social and managerial class of the Russians among them in order 

to learn the skills which will one day enable them, they hope, to secure 

independence for their own nationality from the Europeans." This is 

one opinion. It may or may not be correct. 

There are others who feel that this group of Moslem intellectuals, 

the young men, are genuinely attached to communism, and feel that it 

has  c o n t r i b u t e d  m u c h  to t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  

I c anno t  a n s w e r  t ha t  q u e s t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  v e r y  h a r d .  I ' ve  t r a v -  

e l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  but  I d o n ' t  s p e a k  the  T u r k i ~  l a n g u a g e s ,  w h i c h  
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fo r  the  m o s t  
the  M o s l e m s  e m p l o y  A o a r t ;  and  t h e r e f o r e  m y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  had to 

be w i t h  t h e s e  M o s l e m s  m o s t l y  t h r o u g h  R u s s i a n  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  who, of 

c o u r s e ,  a r e  not  r e l i a b l e  fo r  g e t t i n g  the  sub t l e  n u a n c e s  of f e e l i n g  about  

the  r e g i m e .  But I t h r o w  i t  out  as  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

N a t i o n a l i s m  in  t h e  n o n - E u r o p e a n  a r e a s ,  the  o p p o s i t i o n  to the  ~ u r o -  

p e a n  whi t e  m a n ,  as  we a l l  know,  i s  one of the  m a j o r  f o r c e s  in the  w o r l d  

today .  It would  be surp i~ is ing  if  t h i s  f o r c e  d o e s  not  a t t r a c t  the  A s i a n s  

in  R u s s i a n  C e n t r a l  A s i a  and  the  C a u c a s u s  of l~Ioslem e x t r a c t i o n ,  as  i t  

d o e s  M o s l e m s  and  A s i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  r e s t  of the  c o n t i n e n t .  

Now in  the  b r i e f  r e m a i n i n g  t i m e  to  d r a w  a few c o n c l u s i o n s  about  

the  e thn i c  and  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  wi th in  the  Sov ie t  Un ion .  

F i r s t ,  I would  no te  t ha t  the  Sov ie t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  l a r g e ,  and  it  i s  

i n c r e a s i n g ;  but  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i s  of the  s a m e  o r d e r  as  tha t  of the  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  The  i d e a  tha t  we a r e  go ing  to be o v e r w h e l m e d  by  v a s t  h o r d s s  

of R u s s i a n s ,  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  at  a r a t e  g r e a t e r  t han  tha t  of our  own 

p o p u l a t i o n  i s ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a f a n t a s y .  

The  s e c o n d  poin t :  As  an e c o n o m i c  and  s o c i a l  g roup ,  i t  i s  u n q n e s t i o n -  

a ble,~ I b e l i e v e ,  tha t  the  p e a s a n t s  c o n s t i t u t e  the  m o s t  d i s s a t i s f i e d  e l e m e n t  

in  the  Sov ie t  Union ,  a l though ,  as  I have  ind ica teD,  ou r  e v i d e n c e  on t h i s  

s c o r e ,  i s  m a i n l y  i n d i r e c t .  T h e y  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n a r t i c u l a t e ,  s e p a r a t e d ,  

i s o l a t e d  f r o m  one a n o t h e r  and  f r o m  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of the  Sov ie t  p o p u l a t i o n  

and  a r e  in  no p o s i t i o n  to c a r r y  out an a c t i v e  oppos i t i on ,  t hough  t h e i r  p a s -  

s ive  r e s i s t a n c e  to i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i v e n e s s  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  d r a i n  upon 

the  Sov ie t  s y s t e m .  
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Thi rd ly ,  the i n t e l l e c t u a l s  in the  Soviet  s y s t e m  cons t i tu t e  the weak-  

e s t  of the s o c i a l  g r o u p s - - t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  as  I have ind ica ted ,  wi th  

h u m a n i s t i c  t r a i n i n g .  At the s a m e  t ime ,  however ,  t hey  cons t i tu te  a po ten-  

t i a l  for  a r t i c u l a t e  oppos i t ion  which  does not ex i s t  among  m o s t  o the r  

c l a s s e s  in the Soviet  Union.  This  po t en t i a l  i s  enhanced  by the fac t  tha t  

a g r e a t  m a n y  of the i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a re ,  as  I have ind ica ted ,  of n o n - R u s s i a n  

o r ig in ;  and they  have a deep a t t a c h m e n t  to t h e i r  na t i ona l  t r a d i t i o n  of d i s -  

t i n c t n e s s  f r o m  the R u s s i a n s .  Thils, in a m o m e n t  of c r i s i s  t hey  might ,  

as  they  did in m a n y  p l a c e s  in the Second Wor ld  War ,  cons t i tu te  a ga l -  

v a n i z i n g  e l e m e n t  for  the v a s t  i n a r t i c u l a t e  m a s s  of the p e a s a n t r y ,  p a r t i c -  
non-  R u s s i a n  

u l a r l y  w h e r e / n a t i o n a l i t y  co inc ides  wi th  p e a s a n t  s t a t u s .  

Four th ,  however ,  t h e r e  i s  a f i r m  core  of p e r h a p s  two m i l l i o n  m a n -  

a g e r s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  who have a 

deep i n t e r e s t  in m a i n t a i n i n g  the C o m m u n i s t  s y s t e m  and a deep p r ide  in 

i t s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ;  and they  a r e  the backbone  which  in n o r m a l  c i r c u m -  

s t a n c e s  cannot,  I be l i eve ,  be b roken .  

The incen t ive  s y s t e m - - t o  take ~ p ~  : f i f tH"  p o i n t - - c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

s t r o n g  r e a s o n  for  o the r  l a rge  e l e m e n t s  of the Soviet  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  p a r t i c -  

u l a r l y  the i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s ,  to r e m a i n  loya l  to the s y s t e m .  The m a t e r -  

i a l  i n c e n t i v e s ,  the u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  have a t t r a c t e d  these  v e r y  l a rge  e l e m e n t s ,  

g rowing  e l e m e n t s ,  to be l i eve  tha t  the Soviet  s y s t e m  has  in fac t  b rough t  

g r e a t  bene f i t s  to t h e m .  

The s ix th  point:  The ~-~oslems d i f fe r  m o s t  s h a r p l y  f r o m  the P~ussians 
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in  e t h n i c  and  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d ;  but  t h e y  a r e  not  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  

c o m p a c t ;  n o r  a r e  m o s t  of t h e m  c u l t u r a l l y  a d v a n c e d .  T h i s  l e a d s  t h e m  

to ac t  a s  a d r a i n  upon t h e  Sovie t  s y s t e m  in  t e r m s  of m a n p o w e r .  The 23 

m i l l i o n  M o s l e m s  a r e  not  e q u i v a l e n t  to 23 m i l l i o n  E u r o p e a n s  in  t e r m s  of 

i n d u s t r i a l  o r  m i l i t a r y  o r  e c o n o m i c  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  On the o t h e r  hand,  

s c a t t e r e d  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  t h e y  h a r d l y  c o n ~ i t u t e  a p o t e n t i a l i t y  fo r  g r e a t  

e f f e c t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e .  

The  U k r a i n i a n s ,  to  t ake  up the  s e v e n t h  poin t ,  in  t h i s  r e g a r d  a r e  

s t r o n g e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  and  m u c h  m o r e  c o m p a c t ,  and  

m u c h  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  in  c u l t u r a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand,  

t h e y  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to the  R u s s i a n s  e t h n i c a l l y ;  and  t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n  in  r e g a r d  to the R u s s i a n s ,  in  s p i t e  of the g a l v a n i z i n g  f a c t o r s  I 

have  no ted  b e f o r e ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  at  the  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  an  a m b i g u o u s  one .  

The  e i g h t h  po in t  I would  l ike  to m a k e  i s  t h a t  a n y  n a t i o n a l  oppos i t i on ,  

or  c l a s s  o p p o s i t i o n  fo r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  in  the  Sov ie t  Union ,  can  be a r t i c u l a t e d  

on ly  in  a p e r i o d  of n a t i o n a l  c r i s i s .  As  long  as  the t o t a l i t a r i a n  s y s t e m  of 

c o n t r o l ,  m o n o p o l y  of p o w e r ,  m o n o p o l y  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t  

in  the  Sov ie t  Union ,  no r e b e l l i o n  i s  f e a s i b l e ;  and  even  an  i n c i p i e n t  r e b e l -  

l ion  s e e m s  to m e  qui te  u n l i k e l y .  

The  n i n t h  po in t  I would  m a k e  i s  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

u n d e r  n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of f i r m  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  the  Sov ie t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  

r e l i a b l e .  I t  i s  a r e l i a b l e  e l e m e n t ,  a r e l i a b l e  ~ s e ,  fo r  Sov ie t  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y .  And i t  w i l l  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e f f i c i e n t  a s  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  

r i s e ,  a s  u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s ,  a l t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  of the d i v e r s i t y  
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in t r a d i t i o n s  and background ,  and the d rag  of the l a rge  r u r a l  populat ion,  

the Soviet  Union popula t ion  wi l l  n e v e r  a t t a in  the A m e r i c a n  pe r  cap i t a  

l eve l  of e f f i c i e n c y  and p roduc t ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in a g r i c u l t u r e .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  in conc lus ion ,  I would s a y  tha t  the Soviet  Union wi l l  

p r o b a b l y  gain  on the Uni ted  Sta tes ,  but n e v e r  quite ca tch  up in t e r m s  of 

o v e r a l l  e f f i c i ency .  A s s u m i n g  the Uni ted  S ta tes  m a k e s  a c o n c e r t e d  

ef for t  to i m p r o v e  i t s  g r o s s  na t i ona l  output and m i l i t a r y  capac i ty ,  the 

c o u n t r i e s  a r e  l i k e l y  to p r o c e e d  at v e r y  s l owly  c o n v e r g i n g  r a t e s  of m i l i -  

t a r y  and economic  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  ]But if  some u n f o r e s e e a b l e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  

force  should  b r e a k  the mono l i th i c  con t ro l  which  the Soviet  r e g i m e  e x e r t s  

at the p r e s e n t  t ime ,  i t  i s  pos s ib l e  tha t  t h e r e  could be a v e r y  rap id ,  

cumula t ive  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of the Soviet  s y s t e m  into i t s  componen t  e l e m e n t s .  

COI:ON~IL D~ CAM2d%A: Gent lemen ,  Dr .  A r m s t r o n g  is  r e a d y  

for  the f i r s t  ques t ion .  

QU~STION: Dr .  W a t e r s  in h is  r e p o r t  spoke about  the R u s s i a n s  

t r y i n g  to b r e a k  up tha t  l~!oslem bloc in c e n t r a l  A s i a  by  m i g r a t i o n  of Rus-  

s i a n s - - b r i n g i n g  them in to occupy new f a r m s  and take  over  new i n d u s t r i a l  

p r o j e c t s .  To what ex tent  have they  been  s u c c e s s f u l  in chang ing  the 

c h a r a c t e r  of t h a t a r e a b y  R u s s i a n  m i g r a t i o n ?  

DE.  ARMST:~CNG: T h a t ' s  a good point .  I am not able to offer  

p r e c i s e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a l though they  can  be d e r i v e d  at the p r e s e n t  t ime  by c a r e f u l  i 

a n a l y s i s  of the 1959 and the 1926 census  r e t u r n s .  It  does ind ica te ,  though, 

to speak  in g e n e r a l  t e r m s ,  tha t  t h e r e  has  been  a v e r y  l a rge  m i g r a t i o n  

of !~uss ians ,  and, for  tha t  m a t t e r ,  U k r a i n i a n s ,  into t he se  C e n t r a l / ~ . s i a n  
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a r e a s .  

Now, the  d e g r e e  of m i g r a t i o n  d i f f e r s  qui te  a b i t .  The  b i g g e s t  
l%epublic. 

r e p u b l i c :  i s  in the Kazakb  ] The Kazakhs  w e r e  p r e d o m i n e n t l y  h e r d s m e n  

b e f o r e  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n ,  and e n o r m o u s  n u m b e r s  of t h e m  s t a r v e d  to d e a t h  

w h e n  t h e i r  h e r d s  w e r e  t a k e n  away  f r o m  t h e m .  S o m e  m i g r a t e d  in to  China .  

This  was ,  of c o u r s e ,  b e f o r e  China  was C o m m u n i s t .  Today  the  K a z a k h s ,  

the  na t i ve  M o s t e m  popu la t i on  of the Xazakh  Sov ie t  f~epublic,  c o n s t i t u t e  

on ly  about  a t h i r d  of the  popu l a t i on .  The r e s t  i s  R u s s i a n  and  U k r a i n i a n  

s e t t l e r s  who have  b e e n  m o v e d  in, e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  r e c e n t  v i r g i n  l ands  

c a m p a i g n .  

You have  a s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n  in F~urdesia; and  ~ m a l l e r  

n u m b e r s  of .~uss ians  in the  r u r a l  a r e a s  as  s e t t l e r s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l o n -  

n i s t s ,  in the  o t h e r  M o s l e m  r e p u b l i c s .  But in the  h e a r t l a n d ,  down t h e r e  

:y_. 
a long  the  Afghan  b o r d e r ,  of M o s l e m  e e n t r a l  A s i a ,  ~ b e l ~ s t a n ,  w h i c h  I 

v i s i t e d  at s o m e  l eng th ,  s t i l l  a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of the  p o p u l a t i o n  in the r u r a l  

d i s t r i c t s  is  c o n s t i t u t e d  of Ka j ik s  and  U~beks .  And  t h e r e  a r e  not  too m a n y  

R u s s i a n s  in t h i s  o a s i s  of i r r i g a t e d  ag r i cu ! ,~uv~ l  e c o n o m y  t h e r e .  T h e r e  

a r e  a lot of Pruss ians  in the c i t i e s ,  though .  T h e r e  a l w a y s  have  been ,  

tha t  i s  to say,  in th is  c e n t u r y .  

QUESTION: Our  r e a d i n g  has  i n d i c a t e d  tha t  the  Sov ie t  r e g i m e  has  
ge t t i ng  

e n c o u n t e r e d  s o m e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o ]  t ~ d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  to m o v e  away  f r o m  

the o l d e r  c i t i e s  to s o m e  of the  n e w e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s .  Is i t  s e r i o u s ,  

and d o e s  it  have  any  e f f ec t  on the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e f f o r t  to d i s p e r s e  t h e i r  

i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x  ? 
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Di~. ~k-~NISTI@ONG: Y e s .  I t ' s  v e r y  s e r i o u s .  

IX~ow, if  you  look  at  the  m a p  t h e r e ,  of c o u r s e ,  and  you  r e f e r  to 
those 

the old cities, / ~re cities in the UMrair~ and the ~ioscow-Leningrad 

region; and the new cities are in the Urals and in Siberia; and, of course, 

that is a frontier region. It's cold, for one thing. Forty degrees below 

is typical winter temperature there. It's remote. And the average 

educated Russian or Ukrainian or Byelorussians, for that matter, 

likes to live in a big established city. H,ousing conditions are poor in 

the established cities, but they are a little better than they are at the 

frontier. You find cases, for example, of graduates from the univer- 

sities, let us say, as engineers, having degrees, who could get jobs 

out in the Siberian area, high-paying jobs; yet they prefer to take jobs 

as clerks in ~oscow in order to stay in the old city. ~ud this is a drain. 

~ow, of • course, there are various measures of compulsion. There 

is no longer a labor draft, and there is no longer a compulsory assign- 

ment to jobs, for the mass of the Soviet population. But party members 

can be directed to jobs. If they don't go where they are sent, they lose 

their party cards. 

Furthermore, there has been increasing pressure to take measures 

against idlers and parasites, as they are called. That's why the com- 

radely courts have been set up, as they're called, for an extra-legal 

device to punish people who are judged not to be doing what they're sup- 

posed to do in terms of work effort or family relations. 

There is another measure, which is not talked about at all, but 

26 



w h i c h  I have  s e e n  b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n e d  in S o v i e t  s o u r c e s  and  h a v e  e n c o u n -  

t e r e d  in  m y  own e x p e r i e n c e  in the  Sov i e t  Union ,  n a m e l y ,  p o l i c e  r e g u l a -  

t i o n s  a g a i n s t  p e r s o n s  c o m i n g  to l ive  in m a j o r  o ld  c i t i e s  l ike  K i e v  and  

~ i o s c o w .  T h e r e  a r e  e v i d e n t l y  p o l i c e  c o r d o n s  at  the  a i r p o r t s  and  t r a i n  

s t a t i o n s  and at  the  o u t s k i r t s  of the  c i t i e s  w h e r e  p e r s o n s '  p a p e r s  a r e  c h e c k e d  

to s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to  l ive  in t h o s e  a t t r a c t i v e  c i t i e s .  If  t h e y  

a r e n ' t ,  t h e y  go to the  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  and  t h e y ' r e  g i v e n  a o n e - w a y  t i c k e t  ou t .  

I w a s  a l m o s t  p i c k e d  up m y s e l f  u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in  F i e v .  

I l a n d e d  in the  r a i l  s t a t i o n .  The  ~ c i e n t  I n t o u r i s t  a g e n c y  d i d n ' t  s e n d  
j u s t  

a n y o n e  to m e e t  m e .  I fe l t ;  " I  know m y  w a y  a r o u n d .  I ' l l ] g o  uu t  a n d  ge t  

a cab  and  go o v e r  to the  h o t e l . "  I s t e p p e d  o u t s i d e  the  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  

and  was  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  a m o m e n t  l o o k i n g  fo r  a cab ,  and  a m a n  c a m e  up 

to m e  and  ; thought  I was  an A u s t r i a n .  If  h e ' d  known  I was  an A m e r i c a n ,  

he p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  have  s p o k e n  to m e .  But  he t h o u g h t  I w a s  an A u s t r i a n .  

He k n e w  G e r m a n .  He s p o k e  to m e  in G e r m a n ,  w h i c h  I h a p p e n  to s p e a k  

f l u e n t l y .  And  he s a i d :  " T h i s  i s  no t  a good  p l a c e  f o r  you  to s t a n d .  If  

you  want  a cab,  I ' l l  t a k e  you  a r o u n d  to  the  o t h e r  s i d e  and  ge t  one fo r  

y o u . "  And,  v e r y  d e c e n t l y ,  he took  m e  a r o u n d  t h e r e  and  got  m e  a c a b .  

A f r i e n d  of m i n e  who a r r i v e d  in  the  s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w a s  p i c k e d  

up by  the p o l i c e  and  ~ ~held fo r  

an A m e r i c a n .  

a l i t t l e  w h i l e  u n t i l  t h e y  found  out  he w a s  

control over 

T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  the  r i g i d i t y  o f ~ a c c e s s  to t h e s e  a t t r a c t i v e  c i t i e s .  

I t ' s  t r u e ,  of c o u r s e ,  t ha t  t h e  , p e o p l e  who a l r e a d y  l ive  t h e r e  can  u s u a l l y  
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w a n g l e  a way  to s t ay .  

QUESTION: C a n  you g ive  us  s o m e  idea ,  D o c t o r ,  about  the r a c i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  in the  Sov ie t  U n i o n ?  

DR.  AR1VISTRONG: Th i s  is  a Little h a r d  to do, but I ' l l  put  i t  t h i s  

way:  The  b a s i c  r a c i a l  or  e ~ n i c  g roup  in the  Sov i e t  Union  i s  E u r o p e a n  

E a s t  S l av i c .  You have  in t h i s  g roup ,  e x t e n d i n g  a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e a n  R u s s i a  

a l m o s t ,  and  in  a n a r r o w  l ine  a c r o s s  s o u t h e r n  S i b e r i a  and  n o r t h e r n  K a z -  

a k h s t a n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  115 m i l l i o n  R u s s i a n s ,  35 m i l l i o n  U k r a i n i a n s ,  

and  7 or  8 m i l l i o n  B y e l o r u s s i a n s .  So that  c o n s t i t u t e s  the  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y ,  

about  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s ,  of the Sovie t  popu la t ion ;  and t h e y  a r e  S lavs  of 

E u r o p e a n  o r i g i n ,  as we a l l  know t h e m .  

Then  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s m a l l  E u r o p e a n  g r o u p s .  The L~altic g r o u p .  

T h e r e  a r e  on ly  about  6, 000 of t h o s e .  The  M o l d a v i a n s - - a  coup le  of 

t h o u s a n d  of t h o s e - - 2  1/2 m i l l i o n  J e w s ,  who a r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the  

Sov ie t  Union .  The  G e o r g i a n s  and  the  A r m e n i a n s ,  who a r e  the T r a n s -  

C a u c a s i a n s  w h o m  I r e f e r r e d  to e a r l i e r ,  c o m p r i s e  a l t o g e t h e r  about  6 m i l -  

l ion  people. Then you have the large Moslem group, which is Asian. 

Now, these I%~oslems, if you speak in racial terms--and, of course, 

today we donlt think much of racial terms in the sense of absolute dis- 

tinctions between races, because they're all mixed, of course, but if 

you think of them in those terms as ethnically distinct groups, they resemble 

Asians. They are mostly dark skinned and quite different in physical 

appearance from the Slavs and other European groups. They number 

23 million. And, as I indicated before, they are scattered all the way 
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f r o m  the u p p e r  Vo lga  down t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l  A s i a  and  the  n o r t h  C a u c a s u s .  

Then  you have  i n n u m e r a b l e  t r i b e s ,  v e r y  s m a l l  in n u m b e r .  T h e y  

p r o b a b l y  c o m e  to f ive o r  t en  m i l l i o n  a l t o g e t h e r ,  a c r o s s  n o r t h e r n  :Siberia~ 

T h e y  a r e  m o s t l y  of a M o n g o l o i d  and  the  n o r t h e r n  E u r o p e a n  p a r t  of R u s s i a .  

t y p e .  

Th i s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  the  e t h n i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

QUESTION: D o c t o r ,  w i th  the  r i s e  in  p o w e r  and  p r e s t i g e  of China ,  

i s  t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  tha t  the  Iv!ongoloid p e o p l e  on the  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r s  

t h e r e  in  S i b e r i a  a r e  l ook ing  m o r e  t o w a r d  Ch ina  t h e s e  days  o r  m o r e  

t o w a r d  M o s c o w  ? 

DR.  ARMST:~ONG: Wel l ,  I don ' t  know.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  a n s w e r  

tha t  q u e s t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  you d o n ' t  ge t  down on tha t  f r o n t i e r  v e r y  r e a d i l y .  

I h a v e n ' t  b e e n  t h e r e .  

at  a l l  
In the  f i r s t  p l ace ,  y o u ' v e  got to r e a l i z e  t ha t  t h e s e  a r e  not  l ike  the  

think of them. a 

~hinese as we / . ~Ve think of the Mongols and even the Tartars and 

Kazakh groups as being pretty similar to the Chinese. Our picture is 

usually somewhat vague in this regard. But actually they imve a long history 
a 

of opposition to the Chinese. And, furthermore, they have quiteAdistinct 

ethnic and linguistic background from the Chinese. In fact, the Chinese 

have been expanding as an imperial power into central Asia and taking 

over the Mongols and the Turks of East Turkestan, and so on; and these 

people bitterly resent the Chinese on the whole. 

Now, w h e t h e r  t h e y  r e s e n t  the R u s s i a n s  or  the  C h i n e s e  m o r e ,  I d o n ' t  

know.  Take  the  c a s e  of t h e s e  K a z a k h s  tha t  I m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e .  T h e y  
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w e r e  p e r s e c u t e d  by the R u s s i a n s ;  so  t h e y  wen t  in to  China .  Then  the 

• C h i n e s e  C o m m u n i s t s  p e r s e c u t e d  t h e m  when  t h e y  got  in to  p o w e r .  In fact ,  

the  N a t i o n a l i s t  C h i n e s e  did  to  s o m e  e x t e n t .  And  a few t h o u s a n d  of t h e m  

m a n a g e d  to e m i g r a t e  to  Ind ia .  But by and  l a r g e  I ' m  not  at  a l l  s u r e  t ha t  

t h e r e  is  any  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  r a c i a l  r e a s o n  why t h e s e  p e o p l e s  of c e n t r a l  A s i a  

wi l l  p r e f e r  the  C h i n e s e  to the  R u s s i a n s .  Mos t  of t h e m  a r e  M o s l e m s .  

T h e i r  n a t u r a l  b r o t h e r s  a r e  the  p e o p l e s  of T u r k e y  and I r a n  and  P a k i s t a n  
e i t h e r  

to the  south ,  r a t h e r  thanAthe C h i n e s e  o r  the  R u s s i a n s .  

QUESTION: We a r e  r e m i n d e d  by the  h o l i d a y  of the  e f f e c t  or  i m p a c t  

of the  v e t e r a n s  in  th i s  coun t ry ;  and  we i n f e r  that  the  R u s s i a n  s o l d i e r s  

w e r e  e x p o s e d  at the  end  of W o r l d  War  II to our  way  of l i f e .  To what  ex t en t  

does  th i s  p o s e  a p r o b l e m  to the  Sov ie t s ,  and  a r e  t h e y  hav ing  t r o u b l e  k e e p -  

ing  t h e m  down in  the  c o m m u n i t i e s  ? 

DR.  ARh(STRONG:  

who have  b e e n  t h r o u g h  the  a r m y ,  

b a c k  to w o r k i n g  on the  f a r m s  ye t .  

It p o s e s  a p r o b l e m  in the  s e n s e  tha t  the  m e n  

e s p e c i a l l y  o f f i c e r s ,  d o n ' t  want  to go 

T h e r e ' s  no q u e s t i o n  about  tha t .  On 

the  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  has  b e e n  a s low m o v e m e n t  of p e o p l e  f r o m  the  f a r m s  
Soviet 

anyway;  s o : i t ' s  p a r t l y  f a v o r a b l e  to the  g e n e r a l A s i t u a t i o n  . And I would  

not  s a y  tha t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  t h i s  p r o v i d e s  so  m u c h  of a p r o b l e m  e x c e p t  

i n s o f a r  as  t h e s e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  o r  so  o f f i c e r s  r e c e n t l y  d i s c h a r g e d  a r e  

v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  to s t a r t  w o r k i n g  a n y w h e r e  in the  f a c t o r i e s  or  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  

on ju s t  a s m a l l  p e n s i o n ,  s t a r t i n g  to w o r k  now at  o r d i n a r y  l a b o r e r s '  jobs ,  

as  m a n y  of t h e m  have  to do, a f t e r  hav ing  b e e n  f i e l d - g r a d e  o f f i c e r s .  You 

3O 



c a n  i m a g i n e ,  I p r e s u m e ,  wha t  t ha t  k ind  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w o u l d  l e a d  to .  

~.utj of c o u r s e ,  t h e y  know tha t  t h e y  have  to t ake  o r d e r s .  

Now, a s  fo r  t h o s e  who c a m e  in to  c o n t a c t  wi th  the  W e s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  

ago,  they  a r e  m i d d l e - a g e d  m e n  now,  a s  we a r e  a l l  g e t t i n g  to be;  and  

t h e y ' r e  not  l i k e l y  to be a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h i c h  

Was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a t  one t i m e ,  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e d  u n d o u b t e d l y  a g r e a t  

s o u r c e  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  in the  Sov i e t  s y s t e m ,  i s  now a m a t t e r  of h i s t o r y .  

I t h i n k  a s  r e c e n t l y  as  1956 i t  had  s o m e  e c h o .  I had  an i n t e r e s t i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e  in 1956 on the t r a i n  b e t w e e n  M o s c o w  and  M i n s k .  I w a s  s i t t i n g  

in  the  d i n i n g  c a r  and  I f e l l  in to  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a c r o s s  the  a i s l e  w i th  a m a n  

who w a s  w e l l  a l o n g  in  h i s  bo t t l e  of v o d k a  and  I t h o u g h t  he w a s  a good  m a n  

to d r a w  out  op in ions  : f r o r o .  So, n a t u r a l l y ,  we w e r e  s p e a k i n g  R u s s i a n ;  

a n d  I a s k e d  h i m  if  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  the  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

and  R u s s i a  w e r e  b e t t e r  t o d a y  t h a n  t h e y  had  b e e n .  t=ie s a id :  "Oh,  y e s .  

]Ever s i n c e  y o u r  g r e a t  G e n e r a l  ~ i s e n h o w e r  c a m e  in,  who is  a g r e a t  

f r i e n d  of o u r  M a r s h a l  Zhukov ,  t h i n g s  have  b e e n  m u c h  b e t t e r . "  T h i s  was  

in 195G. 

Th i s  s e e m e d  a good open ing ;  so  I s a id :  " B y  the  way,  wha t  d id  Z h u k o v  

do a f t e r  the  w a r ? "  l ie  s a id ,  " A f t e r  the w a r ?  Wel l ,  wha t  abou t  t h a t ?  

D u r i n g  the  w a r  he w a s  o u r  g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  h e r o ,  I:{e c a p t u r e d  B e r l i n . "  

I s a i d :  " Y e s .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  But  a f t e r w a r d s T "  

By th i s  t i m e  a l l  the  p e o p l e  in the  d in ing  c a r  w e r e  l i s t e n i n g  i n - -  

m o s t l y  y o u n g  m e n ,  m a n y  of t h e m  in m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s '  u n i f o r m s .  T h e y  
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w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  to g r i n .  And  he s a i d :  "Why ,  a f t e r  the  w a r ,  you  know,  

he b e c a m e  ou r  ~ i n i s t e r  of D e f e n s e . "  

I s a i d :  "F, u t  t h a t ' s  r e c e n t l y .  Wha t  I m e a n  i s  in b e t w e e n . "  

Wel l ,  t h i s  w a s  the  key ,  you  s e e .  T h e y  a l l  knew wha t  we w e r e  t a l k -  

ing  abou t  t h e n ,  b e c a u s e  Zhukov,  of c o u r s e ,  had  b e e n  e x i l e d  by S ta l in  

a f t e r  the w a r  b e c a u s e  he s o r t  of r e p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  f e e l i n g  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

of the s o l d i e r s  a f t e r  s e e i n g  the  W e s t .  A n d  so  m y  d r u n k  s a w  t h a t  he had  

to r i s e  to the  o c c a s i o n ,  you  s e e ,  as  a d e f e n d e r  of the Sov i e t  s y s t e m ;  

and  so  he s a i d :  "Why,  in b e t w e e n ,  M a r s h a l  Z h u k o v  took  a long  r e s t . "  

T h e y  a l l  b u r s t  out  l augh ing ,  and  I s a i d :  " I t  was  a v e r y  long r e s t ,  

w a s n ' t  i t ? "  

l ie  s a i d :  " A f t e r  a long  w a r  you  n e e d  a long  r e s t . "  

But t h i s  f e e l i n g ,  I th ink ,  i s  d i s s i p a t i n g  today ,  b e c a u s e  a n e w  g e n e r -  

a t i o n  has  a r i s e n  w h i c h  did  not  p e r s o n a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h i s  m i l i t a r y  c a m -  

p a i g n  in  the W e s t  and  have  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s .  

f "  X : ' ,  1 , • 

~.~U~S~IION. D o c t o r ,  I w o n d e r  i f  in  l ine  w i th  y o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  of 

the  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  and  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e s ,  you c o u l d  b r i n g  t ha t  down 

to the  t e r m s  of the u g l y  w o r d  " d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  " w h i c h  we have  in o u r  

c o u n t r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  how d o e s  h4oscow c o m p a r e  wi th  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

D.C.? 

D[&. A[~IV~STRONO: Well, compared with Washington, D. C., it's 

pretty good in terms of strictly racial discrimination. 

The only group which is discriminated against, in the strict sense 

of the term, in the Soviet Union is the Jewish ~roup. The .Jews are 
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d~scriminated against. They dontt publicize it, but I've been told about 

it, and it can be established {ndirectly, that there are about i0 percent of 

Jews in the institutions of higher education and in most lines of profitable 

work. They are discriminated against. Therels a bitterly critical article 

linking the Jewish religion and reaction to treason to the Soviet Union. 

At times, as in the latter days of Stalin, the Jews were actually subject 

to being arrested and dispatched to Siberia. 

To some extent the Jews continue to enjoy some privileges in the 

Soviet Union, arising from the fact not only that they have their own single 

outlay or privilege that they are entitled to, but also the fact that they 

are a group that has been urban for a long time and has acquired a higher 

education, and therefore has access to some of the advantages of the 

Soviet system. The effort of the regime has been to purge, to expel, them 

from the bes~obs and prevent their acquiring them in the large numbers 

to support the education which their family background naturslly fits them for. 

The situation with the Asian groups is somewhat dif~rent. The 

Soviet Union actually encourages these groups to get education. They 

single out the young men who are amenable to enter into the urban rocket- 

type society and get an education, because they want to build them up as 

a native cadre to support Communist policy. An U~ek, for instance, who 

is willing to become a simple agent for the Russians and accept communism 

wholeheartedly has a good career before him. 

Take Ubikino, who was one of the heads of the Uzbek party, and 

who is now one of the secretaries of the Central Asia Group, is down in 

Indonesia traveling around as a great representative of Soviet interracial 
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democracy, singled out for advantages precisely because he is an Asian. 

But he has to give up his traditional cultural and national attachments 

to the party for this kind of career advantage. 

The rumor that Supreme Court Justice Douglas and Robert Kennedy 

brought back some years ago that there was racial segregation in the 

schools of central Asia is inaccurate, because the schools that are for 

Moslems of the central Asia area are set up in order to allow the Uzbeks, 

Kazazhs, and so forth to have their native slave structure. ]But if they 

want to, they can go to the Russian schools. There is no effort to force 

them to stay apart from Russian children. 

On the other hand, there is a certain amount of residential segrega- 

tion in the smaller cities of central Asia, not in ~¢';oscow, not even in Tashkent 

which is the great urban metropolis of a million population here in Uzbek- 

stan. But when I went down to Samarkand, which is a relatively small city 

some hundred miles distant, I found that the new-formed European quar- 

ter of the city was almost exclusively occupied by I~uropeans. They had 

by Russian standards relatively modern, sanitary buildings; and the 

l~oslems were in adobe huts do-on] in the old quarter. I don't know how 

much of this is due to the women and how much is due to choice of the 

l%':oslems to stay out of the other quarter. 

QUESTION: Would you comment on the knowledge of the average 
if there is such a thing, 

I~,ussian in terms of what is going on outside of Russia, or even within 
h 

Russia, and possibly as to the success of our Voice of America program? 
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D R .  AZ@MSTRONG: I t ' s  a v e r y  h a r d  t h i n g  to s p e a k  a b o u t .  I w i s h  

I c o u l d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  abou t  the  a v e r a g e  !%ussian, but  you  n e v e r  know 

w h e t h e r  the  o n e s  you r u n  in to  a r e  a v e r a g e  o r  no t .  U s u a l l y  the  i%ussians 
e i g n e r  a r e  

tha t  ±alk  to a f o r ]  s o m e w h a t  e d u c a t e d  and  a r t i c u l a t e .  ~ v e n  t h o u g h  I 

s p e a k  the  l a n g u a g e ,  t h a t ' s  u s u a l l y  the  c a s e .  O t h e r s  a r e  no t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  

t h e y ' r e  t i m i d ;  you j u s t  d o n ' t  s e e  t h e m .  

F r o m  wha t  I ' v e  h e a r d - - a n d  t h i s  i s  a v e r y ,  v e r y  s m a l l  s a m p l e - -  

t h e y  a r e  not  e n o r m o u s l y  ~ m p r e s s e d  by the  V o i c e  of A m e r i c a  a s  c o m p a r e d  

wi th  the  BBC.  The  BBC,  w i th  i t s  s t r a i g h t  n e w s ,  s e e m s  to a t t r a c t  t h e m  

m o r e .  But  t h i s  m a y  be  a t y p i c a l .  I d o n ' t  know.  

The  o t h e r  poin t ,  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e  of the  w o r l d - - w e l l ,  i t  

d i f f e r s  e n o r m o u s l y .  I r a n  in to  an  O r t h o d o x  p r i e s t  in  O d e s s a .  T h i s  m a n  

b e g a n  t a l k i n g  to m e .  He w a s  c r i t i c a l  of the  Sov i e t  s y s t e m ,  in f r o n t  of 

the  I n t o u r i s t  p e o p l e  e v e n .  I Ie w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t a l k i n g  to m e  as  an A m e r -  

i c a n .  He s a i d :  "Oh,  y e s ,  A m e r i c a .  T h a t ' s  o v e r  n e a r  G e r m a n y ,  i s n ' t  

i t ? "  Not  m u c h  k n o w l e d g e  t h e r e ,  a n d  th i s  m a n  s h o u l d  be b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  

t han  the  a v e r a g e  p e a s a n t  a t  l e a s t .  

On the  o t h e r  hand,  you  r u n  in to  s o m e  w o r k i n g  m e n  who a r e  p r e t t y  

s h a r p .  I r a n  in to  a f e l l o w  in  M o s c o w  and  I w a s  t r y i n g  to p u m p  h i m  a l i t t l e .  

i-le s a i d  h e ' d  b e e n  a s a i l o r  and  he had  t r a v e l e d  a r o u n d  E u r o p e  on a S o v i e t  

s.hip. ~ o w  h e ' s  w o r k i n g  in a p r o v i n c i a l  t o w n  in an e l e c t r i c  s t a t i o n .  I s a i d :  

"Well~ now,  i s n ' t  i t  k ind  of b o r i n g  fo r  you  a f t e r  t h i s  a d v e n t u r o u s  c a r e e r  

as a sailor to be working in Smolensk?" 

It's all in the service of the Fatherland." 
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t ion  c a m e  up.  

typical. 

So you get a wide range. 

s e e ,  and knew e x a c t l y  wha t  to s a y  to a f o r e i g n e r  w h e n  tha t  k ind  of q u e s -  

I d o n ' t  t h ink  he was  a p lant ,  but  he m a y  not have  b e e n  

S o m e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  k n o w  qui te  a lot  about  

w h a t ' s  go ing  on in  the w o r l d ,  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y .  O n  the o t h e r  hand,  I would  

s a y  tha t  the  m a s s  of the  popu la t ion ,  cut  off, as  i t  i s ;  f r o m  o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s  

of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i s  p r e t t y  p o o r l y  i n f o r m e d .  
Hans 

QUESTION: I n / A d l e r ' s  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  in a N e w s  W e e k  i n t e r v i e w  

he i n d i c a t e d  qui te  a d i f f e r e n c e  in op in ion  b e t w e e n  the  l%ussian p e o p l e  on 

m a n y  th ings ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ;  but ,  I b e l i e v e ,  c o n c l u d e s  

tha t  t h e y  d o n ' t  ho ld  any  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t .  What  

has  b e e n  y o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n  as  to tha t7  

DR. ARMSTRONG: I h a v e n ' t  r e a d  A d l e r ' s  a r t i c l e ,  but  I wou ld  d i s -  

a g r e e  wi th  t h i s  in p a r t .  T h e r e  i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  m a n y  t h i n g s .  The 

g o v e r n m e n t  t r i e s  to a s c r i b e  t h i s  to p r e v i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  l ike  l~:al inkov and 

S ta l in  and  B e r i a ,  who m a d e  m i s t a k e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand,  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  

tha t  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  t a k e n  i n  by th i s  l ine ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  know t h a t  K h r u s h -  

chev ,  Kuzlov,  and  so  f o r t h  w e r e  r i g h t  in  t h e r e  wi th  B e r i a ,  S ta l in ,  and  

M a l i n k o v  at the  p e r i o d  when  the  m i s t a k e s  w e r e  m a d e .  

U n d o u b t e d l y  the  g r o u p s  w h i c h  have  an i n t e r e s t  and  p r i d e  in  the  

r e g i m e  o v e r l o o k  t h e s e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  of the  r e g i m e .  But t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  on o t h e r  g r o u n d s ,  s u c h  as  the  i n a r t i c u l a t e  m a s s  of the  p e a s -  

a n t r y ,  I b e l i e v e  con t inue  to be d i s s a t i s f i e d  and  to a s c r i b e  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

in  p a r t  to  the  r e g i m e .  And  w h e r e  th i s  i n a r t i c u l a t e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  is  
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a c c e s s  to 
s t i m u l a t e d  by  d i f f e r e n c e  in n a t i o n a l i t y  , and  p o s s i b l y A a c t u a l  w o r d - o f -  

m o u t h  : p r o p a g a n d a  by  a n t i - S o v i e t  n a t i o n a l i s t  f o r c e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  c an  

focus  on the f a c t  t ha t  M o s c o w  i s  a s o u r c e  of t r o u b l e .  

Wel l ,  y o u ' v e  h e a r d  p e o p l e  s p e a k  the  s a m e  w a y  about  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

I ' m  s u r e ,  b e i n g  in  the  B u r e a u  of the  :Budget.  You know tha t  t h e r e  a r e  

p e o p l e  out  t h e r e  in K a n s a s  who b l a m e  e v e r y t h i n g  on W a s h i n g t o n .  And  

t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  in the  Sov i e t  Union  who b l a m e  e v e r y t h i n g  on h i o s c o w .  

T h i s  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  m u c h  d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  the  p e o p l e  in  W a s h i n g -  

ton  a r e  A m e r i c a n s  and  the  p e o p l e  in K a n s a s  a r e  A m e r i c a n s .  

But  s u p p o s e  the  p e o p l e  in K a n s a s  w e r e  not  A m e r i c a n s ,  and  t h e y  

l o o k e d  on W a s h i n g t o n  as  the  s o u r c e  of t h e i r  t r o u b l e s ;  and  the  p e o p l e  in  

W a s h i n g t o n  w e r e  of a d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t y .  Then  you  w o u l d  have  a t e n d e n c y  

fo r  a focus  of n a t i o n a l i t y  d i s c o n t e n t  to a r i s e  f r o m  the  fac t  the  p e o p l e  

a s c r i b e  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a l l  k i n d s  of s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

to  a r e g i m e  tha t  w a s  c e n t e r e d  on an a l i e n  c i t y .  

QUESTION:  D r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  ou r  i m a g e  of the  i - /uss ian s o l d i e r - - f r o m  

m o v i n g  p i c t u r e s  and  so  f o r t h - - i s  a C a u c a s i a n ,  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to o u r s e l v e s .  

But  w i th  a l l  of the  d i f f e r e n t  d i a l e c t s  and  the  d i f f e r e n t  r e p u b l i c s  t h r o u g h o u t  

the  U . S . S . R . ,  does  the  Sov ie t  Un ion  have  a c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g r a m ?  And i f  t h e y  do, do t h e y  k e e p  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  r e p u b l i c s  : s e g r e g a t e d  

as  f a r  as  b a t t a l i o n s  o r  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  to t ha t  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ?  

D~%. AR}~iSTi~O:qG: T h a t ' s  an  e x c e l l e n t  q u e s t i o n .  I ' m  v e r y  g l ad  

you  b r o u g h t  tha t  u p .  

Now, y o u r  i m a g e  of the  :~uss i an  s o l d i e r  i s  a s  a ,~ u c a s l a n ,  a L u r o -  
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p e a n .  Mine  w a s n ' t ,  b e c a u s e  d u r i n g  the  w a r  we had  1700 R u s s i a n s  w h o m  

we had  1Aberated f r o m  the  G e r m a n s ,  so  to speak ,  a long  the  N o r m a n d y  

front, working for us in a depot in Liege, 

of these didn't look like F.ussians at all. 

Belgium. :%nd about 75 percent 

They looked like Asians, and 

they were in fact f~sianz from central Asia and the Caucasus. 

Those men are brought in, you see, in the regxllar draft into the 

Russian army. Toward the end of the war, in fact, they constituted ~a 

very large portion of the draft, because the i~uropeans had been killed off 

or captured, to some extent. ~f course I exaggerate. Today, naturally, 

they come in only in the normal proportion of the population. 

But they are distributed throughout the units. They are not kept 

segregated in national units. They tried that in the thirties and the twen4.] 

ties. They tried it again for a short time in the war. In 1.942 the separate 

nationality units drawn from the Trans-Caucasus collapsed in the first 

battle. Itm sure that some of you have heard of this Soviet defeat. ~nd 

the defeat there was associated with the name of the head of the commissar 

system in the Soviet Union. ]5!e had advocated the formation of these 

separate units, and they collapsed. You see, they weren't tough enough 

to hold out without a i~.ussian stiffening. So they went back to the system 

of bringing them all in and scattering them throughout the Russian mili- 

tary units and training them in ~ussian language. 

The language of command is always i%ussian. These recruits some- 

times cannot understand what they're being told, incidentally; but the 

learn. They've got to learn if they're in en effective military system. 
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If t h e y  d o n ' t  l e a r n  the  l a n g u a g e  of comm_and, i t  g o e s  h a r d  wi th  t h e m .  

.%md so  i t ' s  the  b e s t  k ind  of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  in the  R u s s i a n  l a n g u a g e .  /~,nd 

the  ':%ussian a r m y  has  b e e n  a s c h o o l  for  i n d o c t r i n a t i n g  and  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  

the  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  in  add i t i on  to  i t s  p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  func t ion .  

_Now, v e r y  r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  has  b e e n  t a l k - - I  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  any e x a c t  

data  on i t - - o f  r e v e r t i n g  in p a r t  to a m i l i t i a  s y s t e m ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  m i l i t i a .  

Th i s  would  t e n d  to u n d e r m i n e  the  func t ion  of the Red  A r m y ,  the  Sov ie t  

A r m y ,  as  i t ' s  c a l l e d  today;  and  I q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e y  wi l l  go v e r y  fa r  

wi th  i t .  But  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  to t h i n k  about .  

QUESTION: Is t h e r e  any  t r e n d  l ine  of l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in the  

P .uss ian  s y s t e m ,  or  i s  e v e r y t h i n g  f a i r l y  w e l l  c e n t r a l i z e d  in  9.~ioscow? 

I have  r e a d  s o m e  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e p o r t s  about  the  d e g r e e  of d e l e g a t i o n  of 
v a r i o u s  

a u t h o r i t y  by t h e / c e n t r a l  p a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  to the  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  a r e a s .  

Wi l l  you comm~ent on t h a t ?  

D R~ ARDISTRONG: ] E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i t  i s  one of the  m o s t  c e n t r a l i z e d  

s y s t e m s  of c o n t r o l  tha t  has  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  in  m o d e r n  t i m e s .  What  you 

a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h i n k i n g  of i s  the  S o v n a r k h o z e s ,  the  C o u n c i l s  of N a t i o n a l  

E c o n o m y ,  w h i c h  K h r u s h c h e v  s e t  up in  1957. K h r u s h c h e v  m a d e  a s a r c a s t i c  

r e m a r k  about  t h e s e .  He s a i d  the  A m e r i c a n  r ad io ,  w h i c h  he l i s t e n s  to 

at  l e a s t ,  s a y s  t ha t  t h i s  m e a n s  n o t  l e s s  but g r e a t e r  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n . "  I f e e l  

o b l i g e d  to  a g r e e  wi th  t h e m ,  " he s a i d .  

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  wha t  K h r u s h c h e v  has  b e e n  do ing  i s  t ha t  he has  b e e n  

d e c e n t r a l i z i n g  s o m e  of the a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  and  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v -  

i t i e s  in  c o n t r o l l i n g  the  e c o n o m y ;  but  he has  b e e n  m a i n t a i n i n g  an a b s o l u t e  
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