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N O T I C E  

T h i s  i s  a t r a n s c r i p t  of  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  to the  r e s i d e n t  s t u d e n t s  
a t  t he  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s .  A s  s u c h  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  
t he  v i e w s  of  t he  a u t h o r  a n d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  of  the  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l -  
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a u t h o r  a n d  f r o m  t h e  C o m m a n d a n t ,  I C A F ,  i n  e a c h  c a s e .  
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His E x c e l l e n c y  Dato Nik A h m e d  Kami l ,  Malayan  A m b a s s a d o r  to 
the Uni t ed  S ta tes  and P e r m a n e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to the Un i t ed  N a t i o n s ,  
was  bo rn  in Kota B h a r u ,  Ke lan tan ,  Malaya ,  7 Ju ly  1909. He g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  Malay  C o l l e g e ,  P e r a k ,  Malaya  and jo ined  L i n c o l n ' s  Inn,  London ,  
to s tudy law. He was the f i r s t  Ma layan  to pass  f ina l  ba r  e x a m s  at the 
age of 20. L o n d o n ' s  l ega l  age fo r  law p r a c t i c e  is  21; t h e r e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  
the i n t e r i m  of a y e a r ,  he s tud i ed  at B r i s t o l  U n i v e r s i t y .  F r o m  193! to 
1955, he h e l d  v a r i o u s  c iv i l  s e r v i c e  pos t s ,  both State and F e d e r a l .  In 
1956, he was appo in t ed  F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a ' s  f i r s t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  in 
A u s t r a l i a  and when  the F e d e r a t i o n  a c h i e v e d  i ts  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in Augus t  
1957, he  b e c a m e  M a l a y a ' s  f i r s t  High C o m m i s s i o n e r  in the Un i t ed  
K ingdom.  He was appo in ted  as P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y  of the M i n i s t r y  of 
E x t e r n a l  Af fa i r s  in 1958 and was appo in ted  to h i s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  in 
M a r c h  1958. F o r  his  s e r v i c e s ,  he was  d e c o r a t e d  four  t i m e s  by both 
State  and F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s .  This  is h is  f i r s t  l e c t u r e  at the I n d u s -  
t r i a l  Co l l ege .  
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G E N E R A L  Q U I L L :  G e n t l e m e n :  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  i s  a p a r t  of the  
w o r l d  w i t h  the  v e r y  g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  to  A m e r i c a .  A h u n g r y  C o m -  
m u n i s t  C h i n a  c a s t s  c o v e t o u s  e y e s  on  t h i s  r i c e  b o w l  o f  the  w o r l d  and  i t s  
t r e m e n d o u s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  of  t i n ,  o i l ,  r u b b e r ,  a n d  t u n g s t e n  m a k e  i t  
m a n d a t o r y  t h a t  i t  r e m a i n s  f r e e  of  C o m m u n i s t  d o m i n a t i o n .  

O u r  g u e s t  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  h a s  c o n s e n t e d  to s p e a k  to us  on  the  s u b j e c t  
o f  " S t a b i l i t y  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a . "  S i n c e  h e  i s  the  A m b a s s a d o r  of  M a l a y a  
to the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h e  i s  in  a p o s i t i o n  to s p e a k  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  on  t h i s  
s u b j e c t .  

I t  i s  a g r e a t  h o n o r  and  p r i v i l e g e  f o r  m e  to i n t r o d u c e  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  
D a t e  N i k  A h m e d  K a m i l .  

A M B A S S A D O R  K A M I L :  T h a n k  y o u ,  G e n e r a l  Q u i l l ,  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  
w o r d s  of  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  G e n t l e m e n :  T h e  C o m m a n d a n t  of  the  C o l l e g e  h a s  
d o n e  m e  a g r e a t  h o n o r  in  i n v i t i n g  m e  to a d d r e s s  y o u  t o d a y  on the  s u b j e c t  
of  " S t a b i l i t y  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a . "  I c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  c o m i n g  
t h u s  a t  a t i m e  w h e n  I a m  a b o u t  to  l e a v e  y o u r  c o u n t r y  on  the  t e r m i n a t i o n  
of  m y  m i s s i o n  h e r e ,  s e r v i n g  in  a w a y  a s  a p a r t i n g  g e s t u r e  a n d  o n e  of  m y  
l a s t  s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

I w o u l d  n o t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  f o r  a m o m e n t  w i s h  to  c l a i m  to be  a n  e x p e r t  
on  t h i s  p a r t  of  the  w o r l d ,  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  My  c o m p e t e n c e ,  a s  y o u  w i l l  
r e a d i l y  a g r e e ,  l i e s  p r i m a r i l y  i n  the  a f f a i r s  of  m y  o w n  c o u n t r y ,  t he  
F e d e r a t i o n  of  M a l a y a .  W h a t  I h a v e  to  s a y  in  m y  c o m m e n t s  on  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  i s  p u r e l y  m y  p e r s o n a l  v i e w ,  l o o k i n g  a s  i t  w e r e  
on  the  p r o b l e m s  of  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a  t h r o u g h  t he  e y e s  o f  a M a l a y a n .  

I t h i n k  m o s t  e x p e r t s  a r e  a g r e e d  t h a t  the  t e r m  " s o u t h e a s t  A s i a , "  
w h e t h e r  u s e d  in  the  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  o r  h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t ,  r e f e r s  
to  a s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n  of  A s i a  c o n f i n e d  to a d e f i n i t e  a r e a .  T h i s  a r e a  c o m -  
p r i s e s ,  r u n n i n g  r o u g h l y  f r o m  w e s t  to e a s t  in  p a r t s  of  t he  s o u t h w e s t  
P a c i f i c ,  t he  s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e s  of  B u r m a ,  T h a i l a n d ,  L a o s ,  C a m b o d i a ,  
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Sou th  V i e t n a m ,  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of  M a l a y a ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c  of  I n d o n e s i a ,  
a n d  the- P h i l i p p i n e s .  

T o  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  we s h o u l d  a d d ,  f o r  w a n t  of  a b e t t e r  t e r m ,  t h e  
B r i t i s h  t e ~ r r i t o r i e s  on B o r n e o  I s l a n d - - N o r t h  B o r n e o ,  S a r a w a k ,  a n d  
B r u n e i ,  a n d  t h e  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  i s l a n d  of  S i n g a p o r e ,  w h i c h  l i e s  i m m e -  
d i a t e l y  to  t h e  s o u t h  of  t h e  M a l a y  P e n i n s u l a .  

L o o k i n g  b a c k  i n to  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  o n e  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  
but  n o t i c ~  o n e  s a l i e n t  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t  w h i c h  i s  c o m m o n  to  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d .  T h i s  i s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  in  t h i s  
re ;~ ion ,  e x c e p t i n g  T h a i l a n d  a n d  t h e  s t i l l  r e m a i n i n g  B r i t i s h  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  
i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  P a c i f i c  w a r ,  w e r e  u n d e r  o n e  f o r m  of  C o l o n i a l  
d o m i n a t i o n  o r  a n o t h e r .  B r i t i s h  i n f l u e n c e  s t r e t c h e d  f r o m  B u r m a  d o w n  to  
t h e  M a l a y  P e n i n s u l a ,  t h e  F r e n c h  o v e r  t h e  I n d o - C h i n e s e  a r e a ,  t h e  D u t c h  
o v e r  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ,  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  in  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  I m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  s p a r k e d  in no  s m a l l  m e a s u r e  by  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
a t t e m p t  a t  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  n e a r l y  t h e  w h o l e  of  t h e  r e g i o n  i n t o  a v a s t  A s i a n  
c o p r o s p e r i t y  s p h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  of  I m p e r i a l  J a p a n ,  t h e  u p s u r g e  
of  n a t i o n a l i s m  w h i c h  had  h i t h e r t o  r e m a i n e d  d o r m a n t  w a s  g i v e n  a g r e a t  
i m p e t u s .  T h e  w i n d s  of  c h a n g e  had  i n d e e d  c o m e  to  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  a n d  
in !e~s than 15 years the political picture had completely changed to bring 
forth a number of sovereign nations, each in its own way making great 
efforts to retain its political freedom to attain a certain measure  of eco- 
nomic advancement and a higher standard of living for its people. 

How f a r  h a v e  we  a l l  p r o g r e s s e d ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  we  s e e  
t o d a y  in t h i s  r e g i o n ?  L e t  m e  g i v e  y o u  a b r i e f  s u r v e y  of  t h e  r e g i o n  a s  I 
s e e  i t  n o w .  

L a o s  i s  a c o u n t r y  w h i c h ,  m u c h  to  o u r  s y m p a t h y  in  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of  
M a l a y a ,  h a s  n o t  a c h i e v e d  e i t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y .  T h e r e  
i s  a c i v i l  w a r  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  h a s  p l a g u e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e .  
T h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o w e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  b e e n  e x -  
p l o i t e d  to  t h e  f u l l  by  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s ,  w h o  a r e  a l w a y s  r e a d y  to  c a s h  in  
on a c r i s i s .  T h e  f l i g h t  of  t h e  p e a c e f u l  a n d  h a r m l e s s  p e o p l e  of  L a o s ,  
d r i v e n  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  s e e k i n g  s a f e t y  e l s e w h e r e ,  is  a c a u s e  f o r  
a n x e i t y ,  a n d  we  in  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a  l o o k  to  t h e  d a y  w h e n  p e a c e  
a n d  t r a n q u i l i t y  a r e  a g a i n  r e s t o r e d  to  t h i s  t r o u b l e d  c o u n t r y .  

A n o t h e r  p o w d e r  k e g  i s  S o u t h  V i e t n a m ,  w h e r e  t h e  d a n g e r  of  a n  o u t -  
b r e a k  of  a g e n e r a l  w a r  i s  i m m i n e n t .  T h i s  c a n  b e  p r e v e n t e d  if  t h e  S o u t h  
V i e t n a m  A r m y ,  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a d v i c e  f r o m  f r i e n d l y  c o u n t r i e s ,  g a i n s  
t h e  u p p e r  h a n d  o v e r  t h e  C o m m u n i s t - l e d  g u e r r i l l a s  t h a t  n o w  c o n t r o l  c e r -  
t a i n  p a r t s  of  t h e  c o u n t r y .  So f a r  a s  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of  M a l a y a  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  
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we have provided some measure of aid both in material and advice, and 
will continue to give support in whatever way we can to the South Vietnam 
Government in its struggle against the type of enemy with whom we are 

more than familiar. 

In addition to its religious philosophy, the fabric of modern Burma 
has two important strands. First, along with the evils inherent in any 
colonial system, the British brought to Burma modern social institutions, 
some measure of economic development, and the concept of civil liber- 
ties. Then the nationalist leaders, who rebelled against foreign rule 
but at the same time admired and borrowed much from the West, added 
idealism and courage to the nation's inheritance. Burma today wants 
above all to be left alone so that she may work out her many perplexing 
internal problems. The form of government is essentially a parlia- 
mentary republic, with two Houses of Parliament, consisting of a 
Chamber of Nationalities and a House of Deputies. The President, 
elected by both chambers, serves a 5-year term and appoints the Prime 
Minister, who is the chief executive. After some political instability 
during the late fifties, when a military leader took over to restore a 
large measure of stability, the elected civilian government took over. 

S i n c e  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  the  B u r m e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  h a d  to c o p e  w i t h  
a r m e d  i n s u r g e n t s  i n s i d e  the  c o u n t r y .  S o m e  of  t h e s e  a r e  d i s g r u n t l e d  
e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  b e l o n g i n g  to two  r i v a l  
o u t l a w e d  C o m m u n i s t  p a r t i e s .  W i t h i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  m a n y  of the  n o n -  
C o m m u n i s t  i n s u r g e n t s  a n d  a few C o m m u n i s t  e l e m e n t s  h a v e  s u r r e n d e r e d .  
B u t  t he  i n s u r g e n c y  p r o b l e m  r e m a i n s  a n  i m p e d i m e n t  to l aw a n d  o r d e r  
a n d  to the  c o u n t r y ' s  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

T h e  B u r m e s e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  c o m m i t t e d  to the  d e m o c r a t i c  
p r o c e s s  by  l aw  a n d  i n c l i n a t i o n .  B u r m a  h a s  t a k e n  f i r m  s t e p s  a g a i n s t  i n -  
t e r n a l  c o m m u n i s m ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i t  i s  m a k i n g  s l o w  b u t  s t e a d y  p r o g -  
r e s s  t o w a r d  the  c o u n t r y ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  i t s  
b r o a d  p r o g r a m  of  e c o n o m ~ . ~ a n d  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s .  

Finally, it is pursuing international policies which the present 
leaders consider the best calculated to achieve internal political unity 
and economic development. While pursuing a neutral policy, the 
Burmese Government has demonstrated a firm belief in its national 
cooperation, particularly in matters of an economic and social nature. 
Burma has joined forces with other countries in Asia and the Pacific in 

the Columbo plan, which aims at pooling economic and technical re- 
sources for bettering economic eonditions in the various countries of 

the area. 
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The Kingdom of Tha i l and  boas t s  a c e n t u r i e s - o l d  t r a d i t i o n  of s t a l w a r t  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  and r e s i s t a n c e  to f o r e i g n  d o m i n a t i o n .  P o l i t i c a l l y  i t  has  
been  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n a r c h y ,  but the na t iona l  a s s e m b l y ,  which  con-  
s i s t e d  of both e l e c t e d  and appo in ted  m e m b e r s ,  has  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  d i s -  
so lv e d .  The p r e s e n t  g o v e r n i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  a new c o n s t i -  
tu t ion  and have  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  suppor t  fo r  King B h u m i b o l  Adu lyade j  as 
Chie f  of State,  and t h e i r  i n t en t ion  of h o n o r i n g  T h a i l a n d ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o m m i t m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the South As i an  T r e a t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Thailand has developed a foreign trade from the earliest times, 
and was one of the first countries in Asia to negotiate a treaty of amity 
and commerce with the West. Now both America and Western Europe 
have become major consumers of Thailand's raw materials, minerals 
and natural rubber, and other countries, such as Japan, the Federation 
of Malaya, Singapore, and Hong Kong, have been the major areas which 
have received Thai exports. Rice from Thailand's Central Plain pro- 
vides almost 50 percent of the country's foreign exchange and more than 
30 percent of the government's revenues. 

Since  Wor ld  War  II Tha i l and  has  m a d e  a s t e a d y  advance  to expand  
h e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  deve lop  h e r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and r a i s e  the l e v e l  of h e a l t h  
and educa t i on  o f  h e r  people .  Tha i l and  is  a l so  a m e m b e r  of the Co lumbo  
p lan  and s i n c e  Ju ly  of l a s t  y e a r  j o ined  with the F e d e r a t i o n  of Malaya  and 
the P h i l i p p i n e s  to f o r m  the A s s o c i a t i o n  of Sou theas t  As i an  S ta tes .  Of 
th is ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  I wi l l  have  m o r e  to say  l a t e r .  

As a m e m b e r  of the Un i t ed  Na t ions  and i ts  s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c i e s ,  
Tha i l and  has  he ld  i m p o r t a n t  pos i t i ons  in these  bod ie s ,  i nc lud ing  s o m e  
t i m e  ago the P r e s i d e n c y  of the Uni t ed  Na t ions  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y .  

The young  na t ion  of C a m b o d i a  s t e m s  f r o m  the anc i en t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  of 
m o r e  than 1 ,000 y e a r s  ago. With the e m e r g i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  s m a l l  na -  
t ions  on con t i nen t a l  Southeas t  As ia ,  this  coun t ry  now fo l lows the po l icy  
of n e u t r a l i t y  and avo idance  of e n t e r i n g  into any f o r e i g n  a l l i a n c e ,  whi le  
m a i n t a i n i n g  f r i e n d l y  t i e s  with c o u n t r i e s  of the W e s t e r n  World .  

C a m b o d i a ' s  po l i t i ca l  s e tup  is  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n a r c h y ,  and P r i n c e  
N o r o d o m  Sihanouk,  the son  of the late  King S u r a m a r i t ,  who d ied  in  1960, 
is  Ch ie f  of State and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  of the na t ion .  The one p o p u l a r l y  
e l e c t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  body is  the Na t iona l  A s s e m b l y .  

With l i m i t e d  na t iona l  r e s o u r c e s ,  the c o u n t r y ' s  e c o n o m y  is  p r i m a r i l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  with r i c e  and  r u b b e r  as  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  expo r t s .  Of r e c e n t  
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y e a r s  the de f i c i t s  in C a m b o d i a ' s  b a l a n c e  of t r a d e  have  been  l a r g e l y  
f i n a n c e d  by a id  f r o m  Uni t ed  S ta tes  s o u r c e s  and o t h e r  f o r m s  of e x t e r n a l  
a id  have  b e e n  app l i ed  fo r  the i m p r o v e m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  hea l t h ,  edu -  
ca t ion ,  and o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and for  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
small indus tries. 

F u r t h e r  south ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  of the c o u n t r i e s  I have  m e n t i o n e d  
e a r l i e r # i s  the l a r g e s t  and the m o s t  h e a v i l y  popu la ted  i s l a n d  na t ion ,  the 
Repub l i c  of I n d o n e s i a ,  which  has  a t t a i n e d  i ts  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  300 
y e a r s  of Dutch  c o n t r o l  a f t e r  m o r e  than 4 y e a r s  of i n t e r m i t t e n t  w a r f a r e  
and  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  beg inn ing  f r o m  the J a p a n e s e  s u r r e n d e r  in 1945 and 
c u l m i n a t i n g  in 1949 with Uni ted  Na t i ons  m e d i a t i o n .  I n d o n e s i a  b e c a r r e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  the fo l lowing  y e a r .  I t  is  p e r h a p s  one of the f o r e m o s t  na-  
t ions  in this  r e g i o n ,  endowed  wi th  g r e a t  po t en t i a l  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

The I n d o n e s i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  un t i l  1959 was  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on the 
W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m ,  wi th  the P r e s i d e n t ,  Vice  
P r e s i d e n t ,  u n i c a m e r a l  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and C a b i n e t  r e s p o n s i b l e  to the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1950. I ts  
e f f o r t s  at  the p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  have  not p r o v e d  too 
s u c c e s s f u l ,  and by the la te  19501s P r e s i d e n t  Suka rno  and o t h e r  Indo-  
n e s i a n  l e a d e r s  c a m e  to the c o n c l u s i o n  that  this  s y s t e m  of government 
was  not  s u i t e d  to I n d o n e s i a ,  a f t e r  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m i c  d i s s i d e n c e  had 
e r u p t e d  into  a r m e d  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  the g o v e r n m e n t  wi th in  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  
of the na t ion .  In  m o r e  than a d e c a d e  of i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  I n d o n e s i a  had  
m a d e  only l i m i t e d  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  i ts  goa ls  of d e v e l o p i n g  a s t r o n g  na -  
t ion and r a i s i n g  the s t a n d a r d s  of l i v ing  of i t s  peop le .  

I n d o n e s i a  is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r g o i n g  a change  in  i t s  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i d e r e d  m o r e  s u i t e d  to i t s  n e e d s .  O v e r  the pas t  few y e a r s  
the s t r e n g t h  of the e x e c u t i v e  has  b e e n  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  e n h a n c e d ,  wh i l e  
the p o w e r s  of the p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  a r m  have  been  di-  
m i n i s h e d .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o ' s  " g u i d e d  d e m o c r a c y "  
t akes  the f o r m  of appo in t ed  bod ie s  c o m p r i s i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of po l i t -  
i c a l  p a r t i e s  and  f u n c t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  as  youth ,  l a b o r ,  c o m m e r c e ,  
and o t h e r s ,  w i th  w h o m  the P r e s i d e n t  s h a r e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r s .  Unt i l  
s e c u r i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the c o u n t r y  p e r m i t ,  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  
h a s  s t a t e d  tha t  the ho ld ing  of a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a new p a r l i a m e n t  
u n d e r  the 1945 C o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  in 1959 was  d e c r e e d  as  the c o u n t r y ' s  
p e r m a n e n t  c h a r t e r  w i l l  be d e f e r r e d .  

E c o n o m i c a l l y ,  I n d o n e s i a  has  p a s s e d  t h rough  r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  
t o w a r d  a m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  and a m o r e  d i v e r s i f i e d  e c o n o m y  wi th  g r e a t e r  
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e m p h a s i s  on  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r y  t h a n  h i t h e r t o .  T h e  e c o n o m y ,  a s  
is  t r u e  of a l l  t h e  e c o n o m i e s  of p r i m a r y  p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  i s  v e r y  
s e n s i t i v e  to  t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  of  t h e  w o r l d  c o m m o d i t y  p r i c e s ,  s i n c e  i t s  
e x p o r t s  a r e  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  r a w  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  m a j o r  o n e s  a r e  
r u b b e r  and  p e t r o l e u m ,  w h i c h  a c c o u n t  on t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  70 to  75 p e r -  
c e n t  of  t o t a l  e x p o r t s .  

Since the Korean war boom, the prices of Indonesia's major com- 
modities have not recovered sufficiently to achieve any balance of trade 
improvements, and its heavy expenditure for services has been made 
up by sizable economic and technical assistance both from the free 
world and from the Soviet bloc countries. 

A major area of concern in this region involving Indonesia is West 
Iran or West New Guinea. Here is a terr i tory which is held by the 
Dutch and claimed by the Indonesians as their own. An Indonesian in- 
vasion of West Iran or West New Guinea could be disastrous to both 
sides and perhaps even to the world. I have no wish now, gentlemen, 
to go into the merits of the claim by either side here, but I do want to 
reiterate our hope that it should be possible to bring about a solution to 
the dispute by amicable means. The lives of ~everal thousands of inno- 
cent men are at stake, and the peace of southeast Asia is in jeopardy. 

The last country that I am going to touch upon, apart from that of 
my own, is the Philippines. Three hundred years of Spanish rule and 
about a half-century of association with the United States have left their 
mark on this young nation. The Spanish left an imprint of a system of 
law and a system of strong central Government. From the Americans 
the Filipinos inherited the democratic philosophy of government, a 
system of universal public education in English, and a health and sani- 
tation program as a basis for further development. 

The Philippines, since independence in 1946, have received a sub- 
stantial total of grants, credits, and reparations from foreign sources, 
thus contributing significantly to Philippine industrial development, ex- 
pansion of agricultural production, and mining. In common with other 
developing countries, the Philippine economy is characterized by under- 
development, coupled with a high potential for expansion and growth. 
The same obstacles, striving over the past, and rapid fulfillment of 
this potential are being faced in the existing state of underindustrializa- 
tion, shortage of domestic capital, lack of trained technical and man- 
agerial personnel, inadequate power and transportation facilities, and 
a lack of comprehensive data about the country's natural resources and 
potential for development. 
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In the  p o s t w a r  p e r i o d ,  and  d e s p i t e  the  e x i s t e n c e  of s e r i o u s  e c o -  
n o m i c  p r o b l e m s ,  e v e r y  s e c t o r  of the  e c o n o m y  h a s  e x p a n d e d ,  w i t h  the  
f a s t e s t  g r o w t h  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  m i n i n g ,  w i t h  the  r e -  
s u l t  t h a t  the  c u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e  o f p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e  
r e a s o n a b l e  f i g u r e  of $220 ,  w e l l  in the  t op  b r a c k e t  a m o n g  t he  d e v e l o p i n g  
n a t i o n s  of the  w o r l d .  

] ' h e  P h i l i p p i n e  e c o n o m y  is  b a s i c a l l y  a f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  
i s  g u i d e d  by s u c h  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  e x t e n s i v e  e x c h a n g e  c o n t r o l  
in  o r d e r  to c o r r e c t  any  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  in i t s  b a l a n c e  of  p a y m e n t s  p r o b -  
l e m .  H e c e n t l y ,  w i t h  the  a d v e n t  of t he  n e w  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  the  P h i l i p -  
p i n e s  i s  m o v i n g  a w a y  f r o m  i t s  m u l t i p l e  r a t e  of  e x c h a n g e ,  w i t h  the  h e l p  
of  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  a b r o a d .  

I n e e d  n o t  h e r e  go i n t o  a n y  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t he  P h i l i p p i n e  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s ,  I a m  s u r e ,  f a m i l i a r  to  y o u  a s  A m e r i c a n s ,  p a t -  
t e r n e d  a s  i t  i s  a f t e r  t h a t  of  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

In  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  the  P h i l i p p i n e s  h a s  p l a y e d  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  
r o l e  in  the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  w h i l e  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  c o n t i n u i n g  to e x p a n d  
i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  I t  h a s  
b e e n  an  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  of the  C o l u m b o  p l a n  a n d  of  S E A T O ,  a n d  of r e c e n t  
d a t e  h a s  b e c o m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m y  c o u n t r y  a n d  T h a i l a n d  in  t he  f o r m a -  
t i o n  of  w h a t  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  the  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  S t a t e s .  

We now  c o m e  to m y  o w n  c o u n t r y ,  t he  F e d e r a t i o n  of  M a l a y a .  T h i s  
y o u n g  c o u n t r y  e m e r g e d  a s  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n  w i t h  a h e a l t h y  a n d  g r o w -  
i n g  e c o n o m y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a s o u n d  c u r r e n c y ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a c c u m u -  
l a t e d  s u r p l u s ,  a n d  an  a b s e n c e  of  a n y  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  of  u n e m p l o y m e n t  
o r  i n f l a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  to s a y ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  t h a t  t h i s  y o u n g  n a t i o n  of  
l e s s  t h a n  5 y e a r s  o l d  i s  f r e e  of  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s .  A b a s i c  p r o b l e m  i s  
the  r a p i d  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  a r a t e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 p e r -  
c e n t  p e r  a n n u m .  T h e  n e c e s s i t y  i s  to  e x p a n d  t h e  e c o n o m y  s u f f i c i e n t  to  
k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  b a s i c  h u m a n  n e e d s  a n d  to p r o v i d e  f o r  i t s  p e o p l e  i n  f u t u r e  
y e a r s  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  

R e l a t e d  to t h i s  p r o b l e m  i s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  n a t u r a l  r u b b e r  a n d  t i n ,  t w o  
c o m m o d i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  t he  m a i n s t a y  o f  o u r  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  of  w h i c h  w e  
a r e  the  b i g g e s t  s i n g l e  p r o d u c e r  f o r  t he  w o r l d  m a r k e t s ,  a r e  s u b j e c t  to  
w i d e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  p r i c e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s i n c e  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  n a t u r a l  
r u b b e r  h a s  b e e n  f a c i n g ,  a n d  w i l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  be  f a c i n g ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  
f r o m  s y n t h e t i c  p r o d u c t i o n .  
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The g o v e r n m e n t  s i n c e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  has  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  u n d e r t a k e n  
a p r o g r a m  of d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of the e c o n o m y ,  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of d o m e s -  
t ic i n v e s t m e n t  of cap i t a l  p r o d u c e d  in the F e d e r a t i o n ,  as  we l l  as  f o r e i g n  
c ap i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in c o m b i n a t i o n  wi th  l oca l  cap i t a l ,  and an 
e x t e n s i v e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m  whose  ch ie f  a i m  is  to open up 
t h e s e  r e s e r v e s  of land fo r  e c o n o m i c  exp lo i t a t i on  by those  who do not  
a l r e a d y  p o s s e s s  land in su f f i c i en t  e c o n o m i c  un i t s .  The exp lo i t a t i on  of 
the F e d e r a t i o n ' s  r i c h  t in d e p o s i t s  and the d e v e l o p m e n t  of r u b b e r  p l a n t a -  
t ions  in c o m b i n a t i o n  with S i n g a p o r e ' s  s t r a t e g i c  t r a d i n g  pos i t i on  have  
p r o d u c e d  a g e n e r a l l y  v i g o r o u s  e c o n o m y  in  the F e d e r a t i o n  of Malaya .  

I n d u s t r i a l  and  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g rew u n d e r  the s y s t e m  of 
f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  a c h i e v e d  l a r g e l y ,  and in i t i a l l y ,  by f o r e i g n  cap i ta l .  By 
the j ud i c ious  use  of A n g l o - M a l a y a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s k i l l s ,  E u r o p e a n  
and C h i n e s e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  and C h i n e s e  and Ind ian  l abo r ,  the F e d e r a t i o n  
has  b e e n  able  to en joy  a h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  of l iv ing  than m o s t  c o u n t r i e s  
in the F a r  Eas t .  

Al though  Malaya  had  s u f f e r e d  heavy  l o s s e s  d u r i n g  w a r t i m e  o c c u p a -  
t ion by the J a p a n e s e  th rough  exp lo i t a t i on  of i ts  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and  
m a n p o w e r  fo r  t he  J a p a n e s e  wa r  e f for t ,  i t s  p o s t w a r  r e c o v e r y  has  b e e n  
v e r y  r ap id .  And s ince  1948, d e s p i t e  the e n o r m o u s  s t r a i n  put on it  by 
the l o n g - d r a w n  C o m m u n i s t  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  which  was happ i ly  off i -  
c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d  ended  in 1960, the e c o n o m y  has  shown a m a r v e l o u s  r e -  
s i l i e n c e  to b e a r  the s t r a i n .  

Dur ing  the peak  p e r i o d  of the p u r s u i t  of g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  the 
F e d e r a t i o n  spen t  not  l e s s  than 30 p e r c e n t  of i t s  r e v e n u e  for  this  p u r -  
pose .  Today the p i c t u r e  of t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a - - t h e  l a t e s t  de -  
v e l o p m e n t - - i s  a m o n g  the b e s t  in a l l  As ia .  T r a n s p o r t ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  
e l e c t r i c  power ,  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  c ap i t a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
d e v e l o p e d  so  as  to g e n e r a t e  i n c o m e  p e r  head  of popu la t ion  at an e s t i -  
m a t e d  f i g u r e  of $260 p e r  annum,  one of the h i g h e s t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  in the 
e n t i r e  F a r  Eas t .  The l a t e s t  f i g u r e s  I have  fo r  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in this  
r e g i o n  by c o m p a r i s o n ,  which  m a y  i n t e r e s t  you, g e n t l e m e n ,  a r e ,  B u r m a ,  
about  $59; Laos ,  $50; Tha i l and  $105; South V i e t n a m ,  $153; C a m b o d i a ,  
$100; I n d o n e s i a ,  $60; and the P h i l i p p i n e s ,  $215. 

When  one looks  a r o u n d  in  this  r e g i o n  of the wor ld ,  the v e r y  d i f f icu l t  
e x p e r i e n c e  f a c e d  by a few of t h e s e  e m e r g i n g  na t ions  m a y  give r i s e  to 
c e r t a i n  s k e p t i c i s m  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  ab i l i ty  to t r a n s l a t e  t h e i r  f r e e d o m  in-  
to any d e g r e e  of p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m i c  c o m p e t e n c e  o r  the s u b s e q u e n t  v ia -  
b i l i ty  of t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  I b e l i e v e  that  if t h e r e  a r e  
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s h o r t c o m i n g s  they  s t e m  not f r o m  f r e e d o m  i t s e l f  but f r o m  c o n d i t i o n s  
and  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in which  f r e e d o m  is g r a n t e d .  

In the c a s e  of the F e d e r a t i o n  of Ma laya ,  we a r e  m o r e  f o r t u n a t e .  
E v e n  when  the B r i t i s h  a s s u m e d  the ro l e  of p r o t e c t i n g  p o w e r ,  she  a n t i c -  
i p a t e d  the day  when  she  would  have  to r e l i n q u i s h  the r e i n s  of g o v e r n -  
m e n t  to M a l a y a ,  and  h e r  po l i cy  took that  d i r e c t i o n .  In that  p r o c e s s  a 
c o r p s  of c i v i l  and  a n c i l l a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  was  bui l t  up and 
n u r t u r e d .  F r o m  be ing  f euda l  c h i e f s ,  the r u l e r s  of the M a l a y  S ta tes  
t h e m s e l v e s  have  b e c o m e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n a r c h s ,  d e l e g a t i n g  the e x e c u -  
t ive  b u s i n e s s  of g o v e r n m e n t  to m i n i s t e r s  and c iv i l  s e r v a n t s ,  and e x e r -  
c i s i n g  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  p o w e r s  only  with  the a d v i c e  of the e x e c u t i v e  
c o u n c i l s  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  S t a t e s .  

The S ta te s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  as  you know, a r e  now f e d e r a t e d  with  the 
f o r m e r  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i e s  of P e n a n g  and M a l a c c a ,  and a F e d e r a l  G o v e r n -  
m e n t  wi th  s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  p o w e r s  has  been  c r e a t e d  at the c e n t e r .  The 
e s s e n t i a l  e f f e c t  is  tha t  the whole  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of the g o v e r n m e n t ,  
in  w h i c h  a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  take an i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t ,  is  b a s e d  upon g r a d u a l  
a d a p t a t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of the whole  M a l a y a n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  

Thus  t h e r e  was  bui l t  up a g r o u p  of F e d e r a l  and l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
s e r v i c e s  a s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of the p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The M a l a y a n  
c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  A n g l o - M a l a y a n  in o r i g i n ,  and the o t h e r  F e d e r a l  s e r v i c e s ,  
have  b e e n  open  to r e c r u i t m e n t  f r o m  the o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  who h a v e  
c o m e  to s e t t l e  in  the c o u n t r y .  

When  the t i m e  c a m e  f o r  the B r i t i s h  to l e a v e  M a l a y a ,  t h e r e  w a s  no 
c h a o s  abound ing ,  as  h a p p e n e d  in  m o s t  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  when  the p r o t e c t -  
ing  p o w e r s  a b d i c a t e d ,  but  o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n .  S u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  h a v e  
a m p l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  tha t  the p e o p l e ' s  fa i th  in t h e m s e l v e s  h a d  not  been  
m i s p l a c e d .  One i m p o r t a n t  r e s u l t  f l owing  f r o m  o u r  own s i t u a t i o n  is  tha t  
the l i nk  wi th  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  h a s  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d  wi th  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  a s s o -  
c i a t i o n  in  the C o m m o n w e a l t h  of N a t i o n s .  

I n e e d  not  e x a m i n e  h e r e  in  d e t a i l ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  the F e d e r a t i o n  of 
M a l a y a ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  r o l e  in  the a f f a i r s  of n a t i o n s .  In  l e s s  than  5 y e a r s  
of i n d e p e n d e n c e  i t  h a s  won  p r e s t i g e  a b r o a d  and a m e a s u r e  of s e l f -  
r e s p e c t  fo r  i t s  p e o p l e ,  c h i e f l y  t h r o u g h  i t s  own e f f o r t s .  We h a v e  b e e n  
one  of the f i r s t  s u p p o r t e r s  of the Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  e f f o r t s  in the Congo  
o p e r a t i o n ,  a s t a u n c h  c h a m p i o n  of a n t i c o l o n i a l i s m  in  w h a t e v e r  f o r m  o r  
g u i s e  i t  m a y  t ake ,  and  an  a d v o c a t e  f o r  the p r i n c i p l e s  of r e s p e c t  f o r  the 
f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  as  l a id  down in the U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  and  
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the u n i v e r s a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  of h u m a n  r i g h t s .  We have  r e p e a t e d l y  t aken  
the l e ad  as w e l l  as  g iven  o u r  s u p p o r t  in the c a u s e  of the s u p p r e s s e d  
people  of T ibe t  and H u n g a r y .  

With p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  at h o m e ,  we a r e  a c t i v e l y  p u r -  
su ing  a po l i cy  of c e m e n t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  n e a r e r  h o m e .  Our  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  has  m a d e  goodwi l l  v i s i t s  to m o s t  c o u n t r i e s  in ou r  r e g i o n  and 
to E u r o p e ,  C a n a d a ,  and the Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  It was  d u r i n g  one of t h e s e  
v i s i t s  to the P h i l i p p i n e s  in e a r l y  1959 that  the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  and P r e s -  
i den t  G a r c i a  m a d e  a jo in t  ca l l  fo r  c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  in c u l t u r a l  and 
e c o n o m i c  m a t t e r s  a m o n g  the c o u n t r i e s  of s o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  The i dea  took 
s h a p e  quickly~ T h a i l a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i t s e l f  wi th  this  p r o p o s a l .  
A f t e r  an  o f f i c i a l  w o r k i n g  p a r t y ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  by top c iv i l  s e r v a n t s  of 
t h e s e  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s ,  wh ich  m e t  in Bangkok  in June  1961, had  p r o d u c e d  
a r e p o r t ,  the t h r e e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  m e t  at  a jo in t  m e e t i n g  about  a 
m o n t h  l a t e r  to d e c l a r e  the f o r m a l  l a u n c h i n g  of the A s s o c i a t i o n  of South-  
e a s t  A s i a n  S t a t e s ,  c o m p r i s i n g  the F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a ,  the P h i l i p p i n e s ,  
and T h a i l a n d .  

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  c o n c e r n e d  m e r e l y  wi th  m a t t e r s  of c o m m o n  in -  
t e r e s t  to the people  of the r e g i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n ' t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  
s c i e n t i f i c ,  and t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  The i dea  beh ind  the a s s o c i a t i o n  of 
s o u t h e a s t  A s i a  is  to bui ld  fo r  the A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  in this  r e g i o n  a s t r o n g  
c o m m u n i t y  wi th  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to w o r k  out ou r  own f u t u r e  fo r  the m u t u a l  
b e n e f i t  of ou r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s  and ou r  p e o p l e s .  T h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  
f e e l  that  i t  is  about  t ime  we s t a r t e d  to th ink and p lan  th ings  o u r s e l v e s ,  
r a t h e r  than a l low o t h e r s  to do the p l ann ing  and the th ink ing  fo r  us ,  in 
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  to d e v e l o p  o u r  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  and s e l f - d e p e n d e n c e .  

We do not  w i s h  to be e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  on the a id  of the W e s t e r n  
b loc ,  o r  any  b loc ,  f o r  that  m a t t e r .  The whole  p u r p o s e  of the p lan  is  
to s t r e n g t h e n  e c o n o m i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and f r i e n d s h i p  t i e s  in the s o u t h e a s t  
A s i a n  a r e a .  T h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  do not  i n t end  to win o v e r  any c o u n t r y  to 
jo in  the A s s o c i a t i o n ,  but  if o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in the r e g i o n  think the A s s o -  
c i a t i o n  is a good one the door is wide open for them to come in at any time. 

P o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m i c  a n a l y s t s  of the Wes t  a r e  apt to be s k e p t i c a l  
of the p o s s i b l e  s u c c e s s  that  any r e g i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  in this  p a r t  of the 
w o r l d  wi l l  have  in v i ew of the long  h i s t o r y  of p o l i t i c a l  h e g e m o n y  as  
w e l l  as  the e c o n o m i c  i n s t a b i l i t y  of the c o u n t r i e s  c o n c e r n e d .  I t  m u s t  be 
r e m e m b e r e d  tha t  it  h a s  t a k e n  the c o u n t r i e s  of W e s t e r n  E u r o p e _ m a n y ,  
m a n y  y e a r s  to r e a c h  the s t a t e  when  they beg in  to th ink in t e r m s  of 
r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  and this  h a p p e n s  in m o r e  
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s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and d i s c e r n i n g  s o c i e t i e s ,  w h e r e  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  has  
been  the o r d e r  of the day fo r  c c a t u r i e s .  

In the l e s s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s o c i e t i e s  of s o u t h e a s t  A s i a  one wou ld  ex-  
pec t  a m u c h  s l o w e r  r a t e  of d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  the r e g i o n .  Al l  the 
s a m e  this  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n i t i a t e d  by the few c o u n t r i e s  in the r e -  
gion which  have  a c h i e v e d  s o m e  m e a s u r e  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  and e c o -  
n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y ,  i s ,  I s u g g e s t ,  we l l  w o r t h  no t ing .  

It is  n a t u r a l  that  a l l  n e w l y  e m e r g e n t  n a t i o n s  w i l l  be h a v i n g  t r o u b l e s  
in the e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  of the d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s ,  wh ich ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  
a r e  a l i e n  to t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t s .  T h e y  wi l l  need  s o m e  t i m e  to 
adap t  this  c o n c e p t t o  su i t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a m e a s u r e  of the p o l i t i c a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  r e a c h e d  by t h e s e  few c o u n t r i e s  
that  they  have  s t a r t e d  to th ink in t e r m s  of e c o n o m i c  and  c u l t u r a l  c o o p e r a -  
t ion e x t e n d i n g  beyond  t h e i r  own b o r d e r s .  The c o u n t r i e s  of the W e s t  
shou ld  not  h e s i t a t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to a s s i s t  this  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  to n u r t u r e  
i t s  g r owth .  T h e y  shou ld  in  c o n c e r t ,  t h r o u g h  s u c h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a  as  
the Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  and i t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c i e s ,  and the d e v e l o p i n g  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  fo r  E c o n o m i c  C o o p e r a t i o n  and D e v e l o p m e n t ,  as  w e l l  as  
t h r o u g h  b i l a t e r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  b r i n g  f o r t h  a l l  e c o n o m i c  and t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  that  they  can  a f f o r d  to p r o v i d e .  T h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  wou ld  then  
be in a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to r e a c h  e c o n o m i c  v i a b i l i t y  and  a d v a n c e m e n t ,  
w h i c h ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a r e  the b a s i s  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  

W h e n  this  s t a t e  is r e a c h e d ,  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  wou ld  then b e c o m e  the 
n u c l e u s  of a s t r o n g e r  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  the c o m m o n  e n e m y  of i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i s m ,  wh ich  is  a l w a y s  r e a d y  to s t e p  in by s u b v e r s i v e  
m e a n s  o r  e v e n  by o v e r t  a g g r e s s i o n  as  we s e e  h a p p e n i n g  today  in  both  
L a o s  and V i e t n a m .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  i t  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  to note  the i n c r e a s i n g  r e a l i z a t i o n  on the 
p a r t  of the c o u n t r i e s  of A s i a  and  the F a r  E a s t  of the n e e d  f o r  r e g i o n a l  
e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  as  one  of the e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  fo r  a d v a n c i n g  i n d i v i d -  
ua l  n a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  and tha t  of the r e g i o n  as  a who le .  

P o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  c a n n o t  be a c h i e v e d  u n l e s s  i t  i s  b a s e d  l a r g e l y  on 
e c o n o m i c  and s o c i a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  of the peop l e .  Th i s  s t ep ,  i n i t i a t e d  by 
the t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  fo r  m u t u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  and e c o n o m i c  and  
s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i l l  no doubt  f o r m  a s o l i d  b a s i s  on which  the po l i t -  
i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  of the r e g i o n  in f u t u r e  y e a r s  w i l l  depend .  
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The nex t  few w e e k s ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  wi l l  s e e  the f i r s t  c o n c r e t e  r e s u l t s  
of the p r e p a r a t o r y  w o r k  of the A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  when  the 
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  of the t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s  m e e t  in Kuala  L u m p u r  fo r  the 
f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  i t s  f o r m a t i o n  to c o n s i d e r  the r e p o r t  and  r e c o m m e n d a -  
t ions  of the f i r s t  m e e t i n g  of the J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  of E c o n o m i c  E x p e r t s  
of the A s s o c i a t i o n ,  wi th  a v iew to i m p l e m e n t i n g  c e r t a i n  c o m m o n  p r o j -  
e c t s ,  t e c h n i c a l  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  p r o m o t i o n  of t r a d e ,  t r a n s p o r t ,  c o m m u n i -  
c a t i o n s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  and f i s h e r i e s .  

A n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  which  we in the F e d e r a t i o n . o f  
M a l a y a  have  h igh  hopes  f o r  in m a k i n g  t o w a r d  s t a b i l i t y  in this  r e g i o n  of 
the w o r l d  is  the m u c h  d i s c u s s e d  p r o p o s a l  put f o r t h  by o u r  P r i m e  Min-  
i s t e r  l a s t M a y  f o r  the i d e a l  of the c r e a t i o n  of a g r e a t e r  F e d e r a t i o n  of 
M a l a y s i a .  The F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a  today as a na t ion  r e a l i z e s  that  i t  
c a n n o t  s t a n d  a lone  in i s o l a t i o n .  Upon this  p r e m i s e ,  a p r o p o s a l  w h e r e b y  
the s i s t e r  t e r r i t o r i e s  of S i n g a p o r e ,  N o r t h  B o r n e o ,  B r u n e i ,  and S a r a w a k  
can  be b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  in c l o s e  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  was  
put  f o r w a r d .  

In  a w o r l d  in w h i c h  e x i s t s  a r e a l  t h r e a t  to d e m o c r a c y  and na t i onhood  
f r o m  the C o m m u n i s t s ,  the s m a l l e r  na t i ons  s t a n d i n g  a lone  wi l l  c o n s t a n t l y  
f a c e  the t h r e a t  of C o m m u n i s t  d o m i n a t i o n  and e n s l a v e m e n t .  The ba t t l e  
i s  be ing  w a g e d  by the C o m m u n i s t s ,  and  the t a c t i c s  of C o m m u n i s t  w a r -  
f a r e  a r e  m a n y  and v a r i e d ,  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  s u b v e r s i o n  to a c t u a l  a r m e d  

c o n f l i c t .  

What ,  then ,  a r e  the l i n e s  of a c t i o n  open to the s m a l l e r  n a t i o n s ?  
T h e y  c o u l d  s u c c u m b  one a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  l o s e  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y ,  and 
b e c o m e  s a t e l l i t e s ,  o r  they  cou ld  un i te  in g r o u p s  and r e s i s t  the on-  
s l a u g h t  by c o n c e r t e d  ac t i on .  R a n d o m  un ions ,  b a s e d  on few o r  no c o m -  
m o n  f a c t o r s ,  a r e  d o o m e d  to f a i l u r e  and  wi l l  p r o v i d e ,  t h r o u g h  the e n s u -  
ing  c h a o s  a t t e n d a n t  upon d i s s o l u t i o n ,  an o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  the e n e m y  of 
d e m o c r a c y  to m a k e  i n r o a d s  and  f i na l l y  c a p t u r e  the whole  p o s i t i o n .  

H o w e v e r ,  an a s s o c i a t i o n  that  can  c l a i m  fo r  i t s  m e m b e r s  a c o m m o n  
c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  f o r t u n e ,  h i s t o r y ,  c o m m o n  e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s ,  c o m m o n  
t h r e a t s  to t h e i r  s e c u r i t i e s ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  the n e e d  fo r  s i m i l a r  de -  
f e n s e  t h ink ing  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e  p r o d u c e d  out  of 
the s a m e  m o l d  and  fo r  d e c a d e s  a c o m m o n  c u r r e n c y ,  such  an a s s o c i a -  
t ion,  I s u b m i t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  can  h a r d l y  fa i l .  

The F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a ,  the s t a t e s  of S i n g a p o r e  and B r u n e i ,  and  
the t e r r i t o r i e s  of S a r a w a k  and B r i t i s h  B o r n e o  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  to en joy  
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t h e s e  c o n ~ n o n  f a c t o r s ,  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  a r e  s e l f - e v i d e n t .  I t  w o u l d  t h e r e -  
f o r e  s e e m  l o g i c a l  f o r  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  s t a t e s  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  to m e r g e  a n d  
m e e t  t h e i r  c o m m o n  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  to be d e r i v e d  
f r o m  t h i s  w i d e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  o b v i o u s .  W i t h  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ,  g e n t l e -  
m e n ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  to  m a k e  a b r i e f  m e n t i o n  of a f ew  a s p e c t s  of t he  e c o -  
n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n .  

We  k n o w  t h a t  t he  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  of  the  M a l a y s i a  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  
c o u p l e d  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  t he  e x i s t i n g  e c o n o m i c  t i e s ,  p r o -  
v i d e  a r a t i o n a l  a n d  a n  a d v a n t a g e o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n .  We a r e  a l s o  a w a r e  of  
t he  d e f i n i t e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  l a r g e r  g r o u p i n g s  w h i c h  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in  
W e s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  w h e r e  c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  
to e x i s t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  o n  a n a t i o n a l  b a s i s  a r e  now e n t e r i n g  i n t o  l a r g e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t he  E u r o p e a n  C o m m o n  M a r k e t .  T h e  e c o n o m i c  
b e n e f i t s  of the  u n i o n  a r e  v e r y  a p p a r e n t  to  u s .  We  do n o t  w i s h  to s e e  o u r  
p a r t  of  t he  w o r l d  s t a g n a t e  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  w h i l e  m a n y  o t h e r s  f o r g e  a h e a d .  

In  t he  t e r r i t o r i e s  of  M a l a y s i a ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t r a d e  i s  i n t e r t e r r i -  
t o r i a l  a n d  a t  p r e s e n t  c u s t o m s  f o r m a l i t i e s  a n d  d u t i e s  a b o u n d ,  bu t  w i t h  
M a l a y s i a  t h i s  w i l l  c e a s e  to  be a p r o b l e m ,  s o  t h a t  we  in  t h i s  w i d e r  t e r r i -  
t o r y  c a n  c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  to  o b t a i n  m a r k e t s  a b r o a d  w i t h o u t  a n y  
l o n g e r  h a v i n g  to w o r r y  a b o u t  i n t e r n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

A g a i n ,  a l a r g e r  e c o n o m i c  e n t i t y  c a n  a l w a y s  e x p e c t  to  p r o d u c e  g o o d s  
m o r e  c h e a p l y ,  b e c a u s e  of  the  l a r g e r  h o m e  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  l a r g e  c o n c e r n s  
w i l l  c o n s e q u e n t l y  be  h a p p i e r  to i n v e s t  w h e r e  r e t u r n s  a r e  l i k e l y  to be  
s u r e r  a n d  b e t t e r .  

I n  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c e  f i e l d ,  t he  c h a n c e s  of  o b t a i n i n g  l o a n s  a r e  
b e t t e r  i f  y o u  a r e  l a r g e .  O u r  l i m i t e d  e x p e r t  s k i l l s  w i l l  n o t  be  f r i t t e r e d  
a w a y  t h r o u g h  w a s t e f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  on  m i n o r  p r o j e c t s  b u t  w i l l  be  s o  
a p p l i e d  a s  to  o b t a i n  m a x i m u m  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e m .  

There can be no doubt that from the economic point of view alone 
Malaysia will bring prosperity in abundance for all the peoples in these 
territories to share and enjoy. It should not be forgotten, also, that 
one very important aspect of the Malaysia ideal is that it will enable the 
B o r n e o  t e r r i t o r i e s  to  t r a n s f o r m  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  c o l o n i a l  s t a t u s  to  s e l f -  
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  a b s o l u t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in  M a l a y s i a  s i m u l -  
t a n e o u s l y ,  a n d  t h u s  b a l k  the  C o m m u n i s t  a t t e m p t  to  c a p t u r e  t h e s e  t e r r i -  
t o r i e s .  
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T h e  d a y s  a r e  now g o n e ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  in  w h i c h  s m a l l  n a t i o n s  f e e l  t h a t  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  a r e  t he  s p e c i a l  d o m a i n  o r  t he  s o l e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t he  g r e a t  p o w e r s  w h o  c a n  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  by  t h e m s e l v e s  
d i s p o s e  of  the  f a t e  of  t he  w o r l d  and  i t s  p e o p l e .  T o d a y  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  h a v e  
to  k e e p  a c l o s e  w a t c h  on  e v e n t s  h a p p e n i n g  e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  e v e n  t r y  to  
c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  w i t h i n  the  l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  r e -  
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  M o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  no t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  c o u l d  be  s a l u t a r y .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e r e  i s  n e e d  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  A s i a  to  g r o u p  t o g e t h e r ,  
a n d  to e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  in  the  e c o n o m i c  s p h e r e .  T h e  
f u l f i l l m e n t  of  l a r g e - s c a l e  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a c c e l e r a t e d  by c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  the  c o u n -  
t r i e s  i n  A s i a  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  f i e l d s .  

I a m  g l a d  to s a y  f r o m  w h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to t e l l  y o u  t o d a y  t h a t  the  
F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y a ,  m y  c o u n t r y ,  h a s  n o t  l a g g e d  b e h i n d  b u t  o n  t he  c o n -  
t r a r y  h a s  t a k e n  the  l e a d  in  m a k i n g  o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d  t he  m a i n t e -  
n a n c e  of  p e a c e  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  i n  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  N e e d l e s s  to  s a y ,  we  i n  
the  F e d e r a t i o n  of  M a l a y a  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p e a c e ,  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l  to  a l l  m e n .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  we  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  to h e l p  a c h i e v e  in  
t he  b r i e f  t i m e  of o u r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  We h a v e  c h a r t e d  o u r  c o u r s e  in  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t r y i n g  to e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  a n d  
p e o p l e s  of s o u t h e a s t  A s i a  to do  the  s a m e .  B e c a u s e  of  the  p r o x i m i t y  to  
o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t he  d e s i r a b i l i t y  f o r  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  to t h i n k  a n d  a c t  t o g e t h e r  
i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  o b v i o u s .  W i t h  t h e s e  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e ,  we  s h a r e  a u n i t y  of  p u r p o s e ,  s t a n d i n g  f o r  o u r  c o m m o n  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  t he  s t r u g g l e  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

W e  w a n t  p e a c e .  W h a t  d r a w s  us  t o g e t h e r  i s  the  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  
n a t i o n a l i s m  a l o n e  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  f o r  a h a p p y  a n d  c o n t e n t e d  n a t i o n  a n d  
t h a t  w i t h  n a t i o n h o o d  the  f a c t s  of  l i f e  m u s t  be  f a c e d .  I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  
t h a t  s o m e  of  us  a r e  n o t  a c h i e v i n g  s u c c e s s  in  the  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  c i r c u m -  
s t a n c e s ,  b u t  i n  t he  p r o c e s s  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  c i v i l  d i s s e n s i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  
s u b v e r s i o n ,  e x t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e ,  r a c i a l  d i s c o r d a n c e ,  a n d  e v e n  r e l i g i o u s  
b i g o t r y .  I w o u l d  go f u r t h e r  to  s a y  t h a t  w h a t  we  n e e d  i s  n o t  o n l y  p e a c e  
b u t  t he  s t a b i l i t y  w h i c h  c o m e s  w i t h  p e a c e ,  t h e  v i t a l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t  a n d  p r o g r e s s .  

I h a v e  t r i e d  to  s h o w  to  y o u  t he  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  t h a t  t he  F e d e r a t i o n  of  
M a l a y a  i s  p l a y i n g  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  e f f o r t .  G i v e n  t h e  c h a n c e ,  w e  a r e  d e t e r -  
m i n e d  to m a k e  a s u c c e s s  of  i t ,  sO t h a t  we c a n  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to a b r i g h t , -  
p r o s p e r o u s ,  a n d  p e a c e f u l  f u t u r e .  
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T h a n k  y o u .  

CAPTAIN GALLAGHER: Ambassador Kamil is ready for your ques- 
tions, gentlemen. 

QUESTION: Mr. Ambassador, you mentioned that in your Association 
the door is open to the other political units. What steps have been taken 
to get them in? Are there any particular invitation methods? How have 
they reacted? 

A M B A S S A D O R  K A M I L :  I b e l i e v e ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  a s  s o o n  a s  the  i d e a  w a s  
p r o m o t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  G a r c i a  a n d  m y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  we  got  in  t o u c h  
w i t h  the  g o v e r n m e n t s  of o u r  n e i g h b o r i n g  a r e a s  to t e l l  t h e m  tha t  we  h a d  
th i s  s c h e m e  in  m i n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of  w h i c h  T h a i l a n d ,  a s  I to ld  y o u ,  c a m e  
in  s t r a i g h t a w a y .  B u t  the  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  to s e e  
w h a t  i t  i s  a l l  a b o u t .  We h a v e  h a d  t h i s  w o r k i n g  p a r t y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and  
t h e y  h a v e  h a d  the  f i r s t  m e e t i n g ,  d i s c u s s i n g  r e a l ,  c o n c r e t e  p r o b l e m s .  
T h i s  w i l l ,  I h o p e ,  be d i s c u s s e d  in  the  c o u r s e  of the  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s ,  a n d  
I h o p e  t h e r e  w i l l  be a lo t  of  p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n  i t ,  so  t ha t  t he  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  
n e a r b y  w i l l  c o m e  to know w h a t  we h a v e  done  so  f a r ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  
t h e y  w o u l d  l ike  to j o i n  in ,  t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  to c o m e  in.  

Q U E S T I O N :  M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  w o u l d  y o u  c a r e  to c o m m e n t  on the  
p r e s e n c e  of l a r g e  n u m b e r s  of o v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e  in  m a n y  of the  s o u t h e a s t  
A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e i r  p r o b a b l e  i m p a c t  on f u t u r e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  in  
s o m e  of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ?  

AMBASSADOR KAMIL: Well, probably I could illustrate the impact 
brought about in our region by the presence of a great number of 
Chinese, taking the example of my own country. The Chinese came in 
great numbers--although they were there before, 300 to 400 years ago-- 
about 80 years ago, when capital provided work for them in the form of 
tin mines, rubber estates, and so on. They all came to Malaya. While 
during the prewar years the Chinese were content with resting as traders 
or commercial people, and workers and laborers in the various rubber 
estates and tin mines, after the war they felt that they had a say in the 
administration of the country. That was one result of the sort of 
Chinese grouping of population in the area. Secondly, they gave us a lot 
of trouble during our 12 years of guerrilla warfare against the Com- 
munists. More than 90 percent, or nearly 100 percent, of the Com- 
munist guerrillas were of Chinese origin. The majority of them were 
Chinese who, at that time, were only looking toward China. Except for 
having their homes, shops, and capital in Malaya, they felt they were 
not really Malayans, with the result that when the Malayan Communist 
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P a r t y  d e c i d e d  to c o m e  out into open w a r f a r e ,  they  had a lot of s u p -  
p o r t .  

U n d e r  ou r  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  m a n y  of the C h i n e s e  a r e  now c i t i z e n s ,  
e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  b i r t h  or  t h r o u g h  a p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  but,  f r a n k l y  
s p e a k i n g ,  we a r e  s t i l l  not c e r t a i n  of t h e i r  t r u e  l oya l ty .  A m o n g  the  popu-  
l a t ion  of M a l a y a ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  we have  the  o l d e r  C h i n e s e  peop l e  who 
have  b e e n  t h e r e  in the  c o u n t r y  fo r  50 or  60 y e a r s ,  and they  n a t u r a l l y  
look up to N a t i o n a l i s t  Ch ina .  But a m o n g  the y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  the  
m a j o r i t y  of t h e m  look up to C o m m u n i s t  Ch ina .  We can  a p p r e c i a t e  th i s ,  
b e c a u s e  C o m m u n i s t  Ch ina  now is d e v e l o p i n g  into  a big w o r l d  p o w e r ,  
wi th  a b ig  a m o u n t  of land a r e a  and a big popu la t ion .  

So th i s  a n x i e t y  wi l l  c o n t i n u e ,  not only in M a l a y a  but in the c o u n t r i e s  
in the r e g i o n  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  of C h i n e s e  in the  p o p u l a -  

t ion.  

QUESTION: Mr .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  if the  p r o p o s e d  F e d e r a t i o n  of 
M a l a y s i a  b e c o m e s  a r e a l i t y ,  do you s e e  any  d a n g e r  tha t  the  S i n g a p o r e  
C o m m u n i s t s  wi l l  a l i g n  t h e m s e l v e s  with  the  S o c i a l i s t  f r o n t  in y o u r  
c o u n t r y ?  If so,  do you th ink  tha t  the  c o m b i n a t i o n  could  be an e f f e c t i v e  
p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p  in the  new f e d e r a t i o n ?  

AMBASSADOR KAMIL:  I would  s a y  y e s .  The  bulk  of the C h i n e s e  
in S i n g a p o r e  who a r e  i n c l i n e d  m u c h  to the left  and even  C o m m u n i s t ,  
would  c e r t a i n l y  f ind a way  to a s s o c i a t e  wi th  what  we ca l l  our  S o c i a l i s t  
P a r t y  in M a l a y a .  How f a r  they  wi l l  be  e f f e c t i v e  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a -  
t ion  r e m a i n s  to be  s e e n .  But the  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in M a l a y a ,  b a c k e d  by 
the  C o m m u n i s t s  in S i n g a p o r e ,  wi l l  of c o u r s e  ga in  s t r e n g t h  n u m e r i c a l l y  
and  p r o b a b l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  too.  But I have  c o n f i d e n c e  m y s e l f  tha t  
the  g o v e r n m e n t  wi l l  c e r t a i n l y  be  a w a k e n e d  to the f ac t  tha t  t h e r e  wi l l  be  
the  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of the  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  o r  even  tha t  it wi l l  t u r n  m u c h  
m o r e  t o w a r d  the  left ,  and wi l l  t ake  e f f e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s ,  p r o b a b l y  f i r s t  
of a l l  not  r e c o g n i z i n g  any  l ega l  f o r m  of C o m m u n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  to 
b e g i n  wi th ,  and  in t r a c k i n g  down t h o s e  who a r e  t r y i n g  to s u b v e r t  the  
g o v e r n m e n t  of the  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  w a y s ,  l ike  t hey  have  b e e n  
do ing  and s t i l l  a r e  d o i n g - - c o m i n g  into l a b o r  un ions ,  s u b v e r t i n g  s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n ,  t r a d e  un ions ,  and  so  on and so  f o r t h .  

QUESTION: M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  you have  po in t ed  out the  c l o s e  cu l -  
t u r a l  t i e s  b e t w e e n  M a l a y a ,  S a r a w a k ,  B r u n e i ,  and N o r t h  B o r n e o .  H a v e  
t hey  not  e q u a l l y  c l o s e  s o c i a l  and e thn ic  t i e s  wi th  the  r e s t  of B o r n e o ,  and  
m i g h t  not  th i s  c r e a t e  a f u t u r e  p r o b l e m  in the  R e p u b l i c  of I n d o n e s i a ,  if t he  

F e d e r a t i o n  of M a l a y s i a  is f o r m e d ?  
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A M B A S S A D O H  K A M I L :  Y o u  a r e  c o r r e c t  in  s a y i n g  t h a t  t he  I n d o n e -  
s i a n  p a r t  o f  B o r n e o  I s l a n d ,  w h i c h  i s  the  b i g g e s t  p a r t ,  i s  i n h a b i t e d  by 
I n d o n e s i a n s ,  w h o  a r e  r e a l l y  M a l a y a n s .  M a l a y a n s  a r e  I n d o n e s i a n s .  
We c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  e t h n i c  g r o u p .  In  r e p l y  to the  s e c o n d  p a r t  of  
y o u r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  i n t o  a c l a s h  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a ,  a s  f a r  a s  I k n o w  
a t  the  m o m e n t ,  t he  I n d o n e s i a n  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  the  v o i c e  of  D r .  
S u b a n d r i o ,  t he  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  l a s t  m o n t h  in  the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  w h e n  
h e  w a s  m a k i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  on  W e s t  N e w  G u i n e a  s a i d  t h a t  I n d o n e s i a  w e l -  
c o m e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  a n d  w i s h e d  us  the  b e s t  of  l u c k .  So t h i s  i s  the  p r e s -  
e n t  p o s i t i o n .  W h a t  c o m e s  in t he  f u t u r e  r e m a i n s  to  be s e e n .  

Q U E S T I O N :  M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  w o u l d  y o u  c o m m e n t  on  s o m e  of t he  
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  t h a t  l e d  to the  s u c c e s s f u l  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  the  
g u e r r i l l a s  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  w h e t h e r  a n y  of t h o s e  m i g h t  h a v e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  e l s e w h e r e  in  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a ?  

A M B A S S A D O R  K A M I L :  I t  i s  a l o n g  s t o r y .  I w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  to 
s p e a k  to St .  J o h n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  o n  t h i s  v e r y  s u b j e c t  s o m e  w e e k s  p a s t .  
B r i e f l y ,  s h o o t i n g  w a r  a l o n e  w i l l  n o t  w i n  t he  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i s m .  
We  f e e l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a b i g g e r  f i g h t ,  a n d  the  f i g h t  i s  a g a i n s t  o u r  o w n  
p e o p l e ,  i n  t he  s e n s e  t h a t  we  h a v e  to b r i n g  t h e m  up  to a l e v e l  o f  a s t a n d -  
a r d  o f  l i v i n g  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  t h e m  no c a u s e  f o r  c o m p l a i n t .  We h a v e  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h  f u l l  s t o m a c h s ,  w i t h  r o o f s  to s t a y  
u n d e r  to p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m  the  s u n  a n d  the  r a i n .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t he  12 w a r  y e a r s - - a n d  I w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  b e -  
c a u s e  I w a s  t h e r e  a s  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  o f  m y  o w n  l i t t l e  s t a t e - - i n  the  f i r s t  
3 o r  4 y e a r s  o f  t he  e m e r g e n c y ,  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  in  1948,  a p a r t  f r o m  t r y -  
i n g  to c o n t a i n  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s '  a r m e d  g u e r r i l l a s ,  we  a l s o  h a d  to r e -  
e d u c a t e  o u r  p e o p l e - - o r  I w o u l d  s a y  e d u c a t e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  h a d  
n e v e r  h a d  a n y  e d u c a t i o n  of  t h i s  k i n d - - i n  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  a n d  w h a t  i s  w r o n g ,  
a n d  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  to g i v e  t h e m  a l l  t h o s e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  I w a s  m e n t i o n -  
i n g  j u s t  n o w .  

T h a t  i s  t he  o n l y  w a y ,  i n  m y  o w n  o p i n i o n  a n d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  the  
o p i n i o n  of  m y  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  w e  c a n  s t a v e  off  t h e  i n c u r s i o n  of  c o m -  
m u n i s m  n o t  o n l y  in  M a l a y a  b u t  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  the  c o u n t r y .  

Q U E S T I O N :  M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  w o u l d  y o u  g i v e  u s  a c r i t i q u e  of  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  the  w a y  we  c a r r y  o u t  o u r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  
i n  y o u r  a r e a ,  w h e r e  y o u  t h i n k  i t  i s  s t r o n g ,  a n d  w h e r e  y o u  t h i n k  we  
m i g h t  i m p r o v e  o u r  p o l i c y  ? 
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AMBASSADOR KAMIL:  Wel l ,  as  f a r  as  I c an  s e e ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  in  the  a r e a  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  c o v e r  a t  the  m o m e n t  p a r t i c i -  
p a t i o n  in the  t r o u b l e d  a r e a  of L a o s  and  V i e t n a m .  I b e l i e v e  s h e  h a s  c e r -  
t a in  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h e r e .  She i s  c o m m i t t e d  to the d e f e n s e  of t h i s  
a r e a .  To  tha t  e x t e n t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  a n y b o d y  c o u l d  h a v e  any  q u a r r e l  a b o u t  

tha t .  

I was  a s k e d  the  q u e s t i o n  the o t h e r  day  w h e t h e r  any U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
a r m e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  as  a g a i n s t  w h a t  we know now as i n t e r v e n t i o n  t h r o u g h  
h a v i n g  a d v i s e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  and  so  on w o u l d  be w e l c o m e d  
o r  w o u l d  be l o o k e d  on wi th  d i s f a v o r .  My r e p l y  was  a f r a n k  r e p l y  f r o m  
m y  own u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the p o s i t i o n ,  t ha t  any  a r m e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  as  
f o r  e x a m p l e  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e n d i n g  an A r m y  o r  Navy  to do the a c t u a l  
f i g h t i n g ,  w o u l d  be l o o k e d  u p o n  wi th  g r e a t  d i s f a v o r ,  no t  on ly  by t h o s e  in  
o u r  r e g i o n  but  by o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  too.  

T h a t  i s  m y  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of the p r o b l e m .  Bu t  so  l ong  as  the  i n t e r -  
v e n t i o n  and  h e l p  a r e  c o n f i n e d  to a id ,  in  the s e n s e  of m i l i t a r y  a id ,  in  the  
s e n s e  of h a v i n g  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and  e c o n o m i c  a id  o r  t e c h n i c a l  
a id ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  a n y b o d y  c o u l d  h a v e  any  g r o u s e  on hhat. To  tha t  e x t e n t  
the p o l i c y  i s ,  a s  I s a i d ,  t ha t  you  h a v e  c e r t a i n  c o m m i t m e n t s .  I d o n ' t  
t h i nk  a n y b o d y  h a s  c o m m e n t e d  on t ha t  wi th  any  d i s f a v o r .  

QUESTION:  M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  w o u l d  y o u  c a r e  to c o m m e n t  on the 
v i e w  of y o u r  c o u n t r y  t o w a r d  S E A T O  as  a p o t e n t i a l  b a s e  f o r  f u r t h e r  

r e g i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  ? 

A M B A S S A D O R  KAMIL:  I do no t  b e l i e v e  m y s e l f  tha t  S E A T O  w o u l d  
e x p a n d  in  the  s e n s e  of h a v i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c o u n t r i e s  as  m e m b e r s .  W h a t  
one h a s  b e e n  t a l k i n g  abou t  l a t e l y  i s  w h e t h e r  S E A T O  wou ld  r e m a i n  SEATO,  
b e c a u s e  of S E A T O ' s  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h a t  i s  one  of the  w o r d s  u s e d .  I 
c a n n o t  f o r e s e e  a t  the  m o m e n t  tha t  M a l a y a ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w o u l d  j o in  
S E A T O .  We h a v e  b e e n  a g a i n s t  j o i n i n g  S E A T O  r i g h t  f r o m  the  b e g i n n i n g .  
We know we h a v e  a d e f e n s e  p r o b l e m ,  but  we f e l t  t ha t  b e c a u s e  of o u r  a g e -  
o l d  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  the U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  tha t  i t  w o u l d  be s u f f i c i e n t  if  we 
e n t e r e d  in to  a b i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  f o r  m u t u a l  a s s i s t -  

a n c e  a nd  d e f e n s e .  

So f r o m  the p o i n t  of v i e w  of e x p a n s i o n  of SEATO b e i n g  a f o c a l  p o i n t  
f o r  s t a b i l i t y  in  the a r e a ,  I w o u l d  no t  l i ke  to c o m m i t  m y s e l f  to s a y  t ha t  
the  e x i s t e n c e  of S E A T O  in  the  a r e a  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d  e v e n t u a l  

s t a b i l i t y  in  the  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  a r e a .  
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Q U E S T I O N :  M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  do  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  
a n d  y o u ,  y o u r s e l f ,  v i e w  I n d i a ' s  a c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  Goa  r e c e n t l y  a s  
a t h r e a t  o r  a s  a b o o n  to  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  in  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  w o r l d ?  

A M B A S S A D O R  K A M I L :  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  o u r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w a s  
q u i z z e d  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  in P a r l i a m e n t  s o m e  t i m e  a g o  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t  
t o o k  p l a c e .  He  s a i d ,  " W h a t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  t a l k i n g  n o w ?  T h e  t h i n g  h a s  
h a p p e n e d .  " T h i s  s h o u l d  c o n v e y  to  y o u  g e n t l e m e n  a lo t  of m e a n i n g ,  in  
t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  I p e r s o n a l l y  d id  n o t  l i k e  t h e  a c t i o n  I n d i a  t o o k  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I f e e l  t h a t ,  g i v e n  a lo t  o f  g o o d  w i l l  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  o n e  c o u l d  r e s o l v e  
p r o b l e m s  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  h a v e  h a d  a lo t  t o  b e  
b l a m e d  f o r .  

We  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  I c a n  t e l l  y o u  t h a t .  T h e  e x a m p l e  s e t  by  I n d i a  m a y  
w e l l  b e  t a k e n  a s  a b l u e  p r i n t  f o r  w h a t  I n d o n e s i a  m i g h t  w i s h  to  do  r e g a r d -  
i n g  West New Guinea, for example. 

The ineffectiveness of the Security Council to do anything has caused 
us a lot of alarm and despondency, just through this power of veto by the 
Russians. Even if we could not take immediate action--and I am sure we 
could not have done anything in the sense of sending a body of soldiers to 
keep them apart--at  least the passing of a resolution would have helped 
psychologically and morally quite a lot, and would show that the United 
Nations is a body for peace and security and happiness for people. 

Q U E S T I O N :  M r .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  I w o u l d  : ike  t o  p u r s u e  f u r t h e r  t h e  
a n s w e r  y o u  j u s t  g a v e  on  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A r e  y o u  s a y -  
i n g  t h a t  if i t  c a m e  to  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  V i e t  K o n g  t a k e o v e r  o f  V i e t n a m  t h e  
p e o p l e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  i t  go  t h a t  w a y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
i n t e r v e n e  a c t i v e l y  to  h e l p  p r e v e n t  t h i s  ? 

A M B A S S A D O R  K A M I L :  W e l l ,  I a m  s u r e  t h e  b u l k  of  t h e  p e o p l e  in  
t h e  a r e a s  of  V i e t n a m  a n d  L a o s  w o u l d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s  to  t a k e  
o v e r .  T h e  p o i n t  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  a n y  
m a j o r  p o w e r  w h i c h  h a s  a n  a r m y ,  a n a v y ,  a n d  a n  a i r  f o r c e  s h o u l d  p o u r  
d o w n  i n t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t h o u s a n d s  of  t r o o p s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  f i g h t .  
T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t i m e  to  g e t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
t h e i r  o w n  f i g h t .  B u t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  d o  
t h e i r  o w n  f i g h t i n g .  T h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  e n o u g h t  t r a i n e d  s o l i d e r s  a n d  t r a i n e d  
o f f i c e r s .  H a v e  t h e y  b u i l t  e n o u g h  s e c u r i t y  on  t h e  g r o u n d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ?  
H a v e  t h e y  e d u c a t e d  t h e i r  p e o p l e  t o  r e a l i z e  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  a n d  w h a t  i s  
w r o n g ?  
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Maybe I a m  t h e o r i z i n g  f r o m  the e x a m p l e s  we had  in M a l a y a .  M a y -  
be the t ime  is  s h o r t  t h e r e  now. What  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  was  tha t  if 
t h e r e  is d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in the way of the p r e s e n c e  of f o r -  
e ign  t r o o p s ,  not  j u s t  the Un i t ed  S ta t e s  but the U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  o r  SEATO 
t r o o p s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  then  that  p r e s e n c e  wi l l  be l o o k e d  upon wi th  g r e a t  
d i s f a v o r ,  not  only by people  wi th in  o u r  r e g i o n  but by o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  of 
the w o r l d .  

Tha t  was  m y  point .  It  i s  not  w h e t h e r  they  l ike  the C o m m u n i s t s  to 
take o v e r  o r  not .  

C A P T A I N  G A L L A G H E R :  Mr .  A m b a s s a d o r ,  thank you  v e r y  m u c h  
f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g  y o u r  busy  s c h e d u l e  and  c o m i n g  h e r e  to give us a v e r y  
i n f o r m a t i v e  l e c t u r e .  

(10 J u l y  1 9 6 2 - - 7 , 6 0 0 ) O / e n : i j k  


