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COMMUNISM IN ACTION

19 December 1962

DR, REICHLEY: General Stoughton, Gentlemen: It is not our
customary practice to introduce faculty members of the Industrial
College to the class, but this is an unusual occasion. It is a follow-up
of the presentation by General Wilson, Colonel Huddleston, and Colonel
Beggs on Monday, and it is to give you an illustration of the type of
lecture that the School of Extension Studies-National Security Seminar
faculty members give on the road.

Colonel Erb, Air Force, is a graduate of the Industrial College,
Class of 1961, and a member of the Gray Team. The subject is
"Communism in Action. "

COLONEL ERB: General, Gentlemen: This is the second talk
in the series of two talks on communism. The first talk in the semi-
nar was the talk called '"The Evolution of Communism, " which was in
a sense a philosophical discussion of the development of the system.
It is followed by "Communism in Action. "

Figure 1, page 2.--"A specter is haunting Europe.' So wrote
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels just over 100 years ago--the specter
of communism. Today a century after the first publication of the
Communist Manifesto that specter is haunting not just Europe, but in
effect, the entire world,

Our response has often been one of children running from a
haunted house. You might say a response typified by fear and hysteria.
Such a response is dangerous for democracies that wish to survive
the challenges of communism.

Like all haunted houses, the thing to do is to throw the light of day
on them. Communism is not an invisible nor a ghostly power. Rather
it is a movement created by men, operated by men, and accordingly
subject to the same weaknesses and limitations as all other manmade
movements, ’
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Lenin called communism an armed ideological enterprise--a
very interesting kind of phrase that would indicate Lenin's psychol-
ology of life, a militant kind of operation. Because of this phrase
of Lenin's, ''an armed ideological enterprise, ' I picked up some

military terms that you are all familiar with and built this talk on the
basis of these military terms. I will stress them for you.

We will start then with a discussion of the well-known strategy
and the tactics of communism. Then we will point out some very
definite targets in the Communist conspiracy. We will move on in
our study and we will develop a Communist campaign of insurgency.
Finally, we will describe the vast range of interests in which we are
being challenged by our ideological competitors--in other words,
weapons.

Fortunately, for our first subject, strategy, man is the commu-
nicating animal. He talks, he writes, he makes signs and symbols.
We can trace his strategy. In tracing his strategy, let me remind
you that Adolph Hitler published a very clear and concise chart or
guideline to Nazi Germany in his book, ''Mein Kampf, " or "My
Struggle. ' This book was published in the early thirties, well before
the development of the powerful Third Reich. Quite a few political
and military leaders were increasingly sorry as time went on that
they had not paid more heed to this Rosetta stone or compilation of
clues.

What about Communist guidelines t{o strategy? Some years ago,
in 1939, to be exact, Sir Winston Churchill described the home of
20th century communism as a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an
enigma, Now, while this typical Churchillian kind of quote--and a
beautiful one--was undoubtedly true to a great extent in 1939, we
have had months and even years of face-to-face confrontations over
negotiating tables, and we can now trace with a reasonable certainty
this developing strategy.

There are two very basic tenets in their strategy that we can
point out, First, Communists believe in the nonpermanence of our
world, We are not here to stay, in accordance with their reasoning.
A recent statement made by Premier Khrushchev would bear this out.
He said this: "All the world will come to communism. History does
not ask whether you want it or not.'" In other words, they believe
that all of the governments of the nations outside of the Moscow-
Peiping orbit will eventually and inevitably collapse or be overthrown,
When this happens the Communists assert that these bourgeois
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governments will be replaced by Communist governments. There-
fore--and this is a very important point--coexistence with such
capitalist governments is thought of as strictly temporary.

Secondly, the Communists pursue a policy which they term
recognition of people's democracies. Now, this means that, rather
than dealing strictly on a government-to-government basis in the
tradition of Western diplomacy, the Communists deal directly with the
people of another country.

As for a most recent look into this problem of strategy, I would
like to refer you to a significant speech made by Premier Khruschev
in January 1961, Here is a very brief analysis of this material as it
was presented by Dr. Steve Possony to the United States Senate
Internal Security Committee. I quote:

Soviet strategy is based on the one hand on achieving
optimal military power and building and strengthening
Communist political armies throughout the free world. On
the other hand, Soviet strategy utilizes massive deception
to bring about the surrender of the United States through the
following means: The military weakening of the free world,
the moral paralysis of free world governments, and the
demoralization of public opinion.

You could say in summing it up that their strategy represents a
new form of international relations based on the ideology of Marx
and Lienin. It uses all of the methods, all the power and resources
of the modern totalitarian, dictatorial state,

Now let us spread apart tactics from strategy. Tactics are
distinct from strategy because they can be altered to fit changing
situations. You cuan create, then, a mix of tactics by combining
various elements of Communist force or coercion. Tactics, then,
are the immediate measures, decisions, and actions which are taken
to achieve Commuunist tactical objectives, They are going to change
{rom time to time, But the broad outline of the strategy that I have
just traced and the goal of that strategy are probably going to remain
fixed. In the use of tactics, Communists are not inhibited by any
legal or iliegal, moral or immoral, peaceful or viclent, open or
covert scruples. The sky is the limit, so to speak,

Any action becomes automatically justified if it advances the
causes of communism, and a very quick review shows us that the
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Communists have never hesitated to use such tactics as armed ag-
gression, guerrilla warfare, individual and mass terrorism, utter
disregard for treaties, espionage, and sabotage to promote and gain
the goals of Communist strategy.

I think that one of the best ways to observe communism in action
this morning is to look at some of the more well known tactics. 1

have picked such tactics as aggressiqn, infiltration, deception, and
agitation and propaganda. So first is the tactic of aggression. In
many instances, this tactic of aggression is the reason why commu-
ism has grown from a handful of Bolsheviks in 1917 to the present
international movement. Remember this: To Communists, since
the end justifies the means and since the proletariat on the one hand
and the bourgeoisie on the other are engaged in a permanent state of
war, there is no question of aggression--only a question of offensive
and defensive movements in a ceaseless battle between deadly
enemies,

Let us look at European communism first, Let me remind you
that the takeover and the development of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics actually is a very good example of aggression, The
Ukraine in 1917, 1918, and 1919 was attempting to treat with the
Germans separately for peace. So the development of this empire
was created in a sense by aggression, by forcibly bringing people
into the union.

Figure 2, page 6.--We move on to 1940, Esthonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania, by armed aggressions, were taken over by the Soviets.
Later in the development of this pattern I can point to the eastern
European nations of East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Rumania, and Bulgaria. This in a sense, is ancient history now.
For more up to date examples, we need only point to the areas of
East Germany and Hungary, for recent aggression.

Figure 3, page 7.--Well, so much for the European area and
patterns of aggression in that area. What about Asiatic communism ?
Can you find the same kind of pattern there? Let us have a look.
Using as a base the Chinese area, let me remind you that the take-
over of China in effect was an aggression by the Chinese Communists.
We can also see patterns of aggression in North Korea by armed
forces and Vietnam, and, just a few years ago, you may remember
pictures of the Dalai Lama coming out of Tibet on his donkey and
receiving safe haven in India. So Tibet certainly is an example of
recent aggression. If you want to develop it to date, you need only
remember, of course, the attack in recent weeks in India, by the
Chinese Reds.
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So there is plenty of evidence in Asia of aggression as a tactic
of communism,

As for our own hemisphere, the Caribbean in 1862 is an excel-
lent example of aggression. Here is the way Ambassador Stevenson
put it at the United Nations in that hectic week of 22 October 1962,

We know that the Soviet Union has decided to transform
Cuba into a base for Communist aggression, into a base for
putting all of the Americas under the nuclear gun, and thereby
intensify the Soviet diplomacy of blackmail in every part of
the world.

So much for aggression. Now for our next main tactic, the tactic
of infiltration. Probably the most well known svmbeol for infiltration
is the historical example of the Trojan horse. Figure 4, page 9.--
Here is a reasonable facsimile only this time I have put him in the
Sino-Soviet stable for you, Let us lift that horse blanket and see
what we have developing. We pick up right away, then, the tools of
infiltration and very well known tools of sabotage, influence, terror,
and espionage,

So then you have it--a modern Communist version of the Trojan
horse. Infiltration gives Communists a foothold among non-Commu-
nists. This boring-from-within tactic was one of Lenin's prime tools.
It has been used extensively by the Communists in the past 40 years.

I would like to quote what an American Communist had to say for
this tactic of infiltration, Mr., Gus Hall, General Secretary, Commu-
nist Party, United States of America:

We want to participate in, organize, and lead the
broadest of united-front movements on every level, in a
thousand ways, on 100, 000 issues, and, if possible, with
180 million people.

Let us take a minute or two now and look at a very interesting
support tactic to infiltration, the Communist front organization. The
front organization is a screen or cover behind which many of the
political agitation and propaganda activities of the Communist Party
are carried on. Communists in the United States and elsewhere
throughout the world have long made use of fronts as a tactical ma-
neuver to conceal the real source and direction of their subversive
organizations. Fronts are given highly innocent, idealistic, or
patriotic names to conceal the reason for their existence,
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Figure 5, page 11, --Here are two organizations that actually

exist. If you did not know these were front organizations, you would
be hard put to argue about such phrases as American Youth for Democ-
racy or American Student Union. On the other hand and in addition to
this use of a very innocent name, the Communists have never hesitated
to use the names of prominent Americans to support these fronts., I
point out to you the fact that they have used many writers, scientists,
clergymen, and educators. In many instances these people are inno-
cent and unaware of the inner workings of the front organizations.

The fronts I have indicated for you here are domestic ones, ones
that are located in the United States. Of course they support a broad
form of international fronts, such as: The International Union of Stu-
dents.

A word or two on these international fronts--you may remember
some riots in Helsinki just last spring when free world youth was
actually demonstrating against this development. I was fortunate
enough to be in Vienna and to see a very interesting propaganda opera-
tion there, in the summer of 1959, when the international Communist
fronts had their youth festival. Happily enough for our side, in this
instance, American and European free youth were actually demon-
strating against this development of international fronts for youth.

So far we have seen the tactics of aggression in the world and
infiltration. Let us move on in our survey to deception. The element
of deception or deceit is almost inherent in Communist practice.
Lenin had this to say about this particular tactic:

It is necessary to be able, Comrades, to agree to
every and any sacrifice and even if need be to resort to all
sorts of strategems, maneuvers, and illegal methods, to
evasion, to subterfuge.

Double talk--I call it double talk--is a well known Communist
deceptive device. 1 like to refer to it as humpty-dumpty language
from "Alice in Wonderland." To quote Humpty Dumpty, he said this
to Alice: ''"When I use a word it means just what I choose it to mean,
no more nor less.'" Communists have very much the same disregard
as Humpty Dumpty did for the accepted meanings of some rather well
worn words. Consequently, we have great difficulty in understanding
Communists, because they give familiar words new meanings, In
this way we are bound to be confused, or perhaps even sometimes
dangerously misled. Here are some typical examples of some rather
well used words, I would like to define them for you and give you the
differences in definition.
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Let us start with the word aggression. What do we mean when
we use the word aggression? I think probably we mean an unprovoked
attack, an act of hostility, assualt, and battery. What does a Commu-
nist mean when he uses this word, aggression? Nothing more than
the non-Communist nations' defensive arrangements; that is all they
are talking about. Now, another word that we use constantly. I
discussed this in more detail in the first talk; I am sure you are very
familiar with the word. It is a French word of course, and we pretty
well accept the French definition. And here it is: That class or body
of people who are wage earners; those who have no capital--the
proletariat. What does a Communist mean when he uses this word
"proletariat?" He makes a very definite distinction. He means the
working people of the world--but--they must be Communists and not
anti-Communists. They cannot be, then, a proletariat in the Commu-
nist sense of the word, and anti-Communists.

Now for another word we have seen a lot of in the past years
since the war, the word "negotiation.' Well, what do we mean? To
deal with a view to coming to terms; an implied give and take. I like
to think of a labor negotiation where labor will be on one side of the
table, management on another, and where they are going to come to
some kind of agreement eventually. There is an implied give and
take. To a Communist the word means simply an opportunity to
press the party line; to propagandize.

Now a2 word we have had a great deal to do with since the death
of Stalin and the departure of Malenkov to the Siberian wasteland, the
word, of course, 'coexistence.' I mentioned it earlier in the talk.
We mean, Ithink, very simply, the three "L'"s--live and let live.
What do the Communists mean when they use the word "coexistence?"
Nothing more than the absence of nuclear war. In accordance with
their theories of historical materialism the plum is eventually going
to fall into their laps anyway. As it has been put, they state, "We
won't kill you if you agree to die peaceably. "

Here is another word that is a very powerful word. Of course,
the word is democracy. We mean in democracy, I would say, a
social contract, an agreement whereby we, as free people, agree to
allow the Government certain powers, but they are limited powers,
very limited. It is a social contract between the Government and the
people. In other words, Government derives power by consent of
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the governed. Now a very short Communist definition of this word:
Nothing more than communism,

This gives you a chance to exercise a little translation in the
future when you are reading Soviet and Communist propaganda. Let
us take the phrase German Democratic Republic. This is, of course,
the Communist phrase for the East German slave state. Just trans-
late this very simply as, German Communist Republic. Or, if you
are reading about people's democracies, simply translate this, then,
as people's communism,

Now for our final word in this humpty-dumpty language. The
word, of course, is peace. Peace means to us harmony between
nations, friendly relations, freedom from war. The Communists
would define the word this way, I think: A Communist-dominated
world where no one challenges the Marxist-Leninist theory of Moscow-
Peiping practice,

Those are some of the more useful translations for you--trans-
lations of Communist-used words where they mean something
different than we do when we use the same words.

I have not had time to cover more than a few of the words that
are used constantly, but in the future in reading material of this sort
attempt on your own part to do somie translation.

Communication and clear, concise understanding of each other,
of course, are of vital importance.

Now for our last tactic, one that is extremely useful. It is a
dual tactic. It is a tactic of agitation and propaganda. To use the
Communist slang term for it, it is "agit-prop." Communists make
a very clear and definite distinction between the two words--agitation
on the one hand and propaganda on the other., Agitation is the tactic
that is characterized by broadcasting one point of contention to many
people. You might say that the Rosenberg case was a good example
of worldwide Communist agitation. The party line, then, can usually
be pinned down quickly if one takes note of the direction in which this
agitation campaign is being directed.

Propaganda, on the other hand, is characterized by broadcasting
many points of contention to smaller groups of people. The key, then,
to the distinction between agitation on the one hand and propaganda on
the other is the size of the audience.
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Communist "agit-prop" exhibits extraordinary similarity and

consistency throughout the world. Once the party line has been
established via the 'agit-prop' method, it is dutifully echoed by
Communists to guide Communists everywhere and to strengthen their
own morale and loyalty, to indoctrinate non-Communists in the Com-
munist ideology, and to divide, weaken, confuse, and eventually neu-
tralize all anti-Communist opposition,

Let us review the four tactics that I have picked out--aggression,
infiltration, deception, and agit-prop, or agitation-propaganda. We
also discussed the broad strategy under which these tactics are going
to be employed.

Now we should move a step further forward in our study and
point out various free world targets that have been selected by the
Communists, In this case, think of the Communists as a minority
group seeking total power in a non-Communist or free country.
Under these circumstances I have given you, they are dependent on
the support of non-Communists in those countiries to achieve their
aim., In order to gain this non-Communist support, the Communist
Party continually strives to further its contact with the masses. As
a result, in these free countries, no segment of the population has
been overlooked or neglected as a target for Communist infiltration,
agitation, and propaganda.

Figure 6, page 15,--Let us look at some international targets
now. Of course specific targets are going to vary from time to time
and from country to country. Let us have the targets--religious
groups, intellectuals, labor, immigrants, Negroes, servicemen,
veterans, unemployed, consumers, farmers, and, last, but by no
means least, youth. I left youth last for a very definite purpose.

Communist propaganda has always featured a strong pacifistic,
antimilitaristic theme, the idea being to benefit the defense of the
international Communist movement by weakening the military poten-
tial of the free world. Here is what Lenin once had to say about
youth: "We need young forces. The youth will decide the issue of
the whole struggle, the student youth, and still more the working-
class youth. "

So you could say that the main Communist appeals to youth
concern jobs, economic security, and peace.
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Over the years the Communists have developed several schools
for the training of revolutionaires and conspirators. The effective-
ness of these schools can be proven by the Communist takeover in
China, then North Korea, then North Vietnam. Asia has felt the
impact of these graduates cum laude from the Lenin Institute and
other such schools.

In 1960, a fairly recent date, the Soviet Union opened a school
called The Friendship of People's Universities. Now, ostensibly this
school was to train future leaders for the countries of Asia, Africa,
and Latin America. The name of this university since that time has
been changed to Lumumba University, after Patrice LLumumba, the
African Communist. Some 500 students are now attending. Plans
call for the eventual enrollment of 4, 000, The course of training is
4 to 8 years. The curriculum is predominantly straight Marx and
straight Lienin, Our description of the college--a college to train an
international corps of Communist agitators and propagandists and a
native pro-Communist leadership as a key step in attaining eventual
political mastery of the underdeveloped nations.

Now, I do not think you will need all the time I will give you.
Let us take a one-minute break while you determine what kind of
language is used in that school as a basic language.

I decided to give you that one-minute break, because that is the
way we operate in the field during a seminar., I am not recommending
that it always be done, but I think it is a very wonderful thing some-
times to get up and stretch a bit. Maybe they should develop it in the
College here.

Up to this point we have had a look at the Communist strategy,
we have examined some Communist tactics, and we have identified
their targets. Well, that covers some rather well-known military
terms--strategy, tactics, and targets. Let us take all of these
elements and put them together and form what is called today a cam-
paign of insurgency. A key to the Communist campaign of insurgency
can be found in that very important speech by Premier Khrushchev in
January 1961,

What did he say about wars in that speech? He divided wars into
three categories--world wars, local wars, and, finally, and most
important as a strategic indicator, wars of liberation. He stated that
the Communists reject world wars, and local wars, as being imprac-
tical in their purposes, but that the Communists would support wars
of liberation., Now, from what we have already talked about in our
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discussion of Communist double talk, you can rest assured that a war
of liberation has a meaning all its own to a Marxist-Leninist: The
Hungarians, Poles, East Germans, South Koreans, South Vietnamese,
and Tibetans. They can probably give us a very interesting definition
of the phrase, "wars of liberation.' Among other things, this phrase
"wars of liberation, ' has come to mean campaigns of insurgency.

How do you describe a campaign of insurgency? Well, insurgency
would combine such factors as subversive political activities, civil
rebellion, revolt, insurrection, civil disobedience, and guerrilla
warfare--all designed to weaken and to destroy the legally constituted
government., The stage is normally set by the destruction of the
authority of the state. This can be done in a number of ways. One
way is armored counterforce to the normal means of enforcing law--
in other words, the police. This is a European tactic. I saw this
accomplished in one country, Czechoslovakia, for example. The
Communists developed a workers' militia, a counterforce, then, to
the normal means of maintaining law and order,

Another way--this happened in Europe in many instances--is to
place extreme demands on established government, so extreme that
meeting such demands would destroy the authority of the state, Or--
this is perhaps true in Asia--they mount a campaign of guerrilla
warfare to strike terror in the night, and disrupt communication and
transportation., They destroy the right to private property, the right
to save money with a reasonable expectation that that money will buy
the same number of potatoes two weeks from now as it does today.
You have heard of currency reform in Europe. This is one of the
systems whereby they destroy the stability of life in the country to
the point where they can then take over, Or, of course, they destroy
the authority of such people as teachers, judges, or the Church.

All of this, then, is capped off with a virulent mixture of murder,
character-assassination, blackmail, slander, rumors, lies, and
gossip.

You may think I am being a bit too strong., Here are a few
names you may remember: Trotsky, done in with a pickaxe in
Mexico; Masaryk the younger, thrown out of a five-story window, the
Chernyn Palace, Prague, Czechoslovakia; Nagy, promised safety
after the Hungarian revolt long enough to get him outside an embassy
door and then liquidated; the Hungarian, Rajk, executed for national-
ist deviation. By the way, that is some more of that double talk.
You can translate that as patriotism., Then there is the Bulgarian
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Dimitrov, who died in Moscow, ''undergoing surgery.' There is
Cardinal Mindszenty, imprisoned for alleged treason, espionage, and
black market activities.

1

Of course, those were all European names. What about Commu-
nist operations in Asia? The Secretary of State indicated in May
1961 that in Vietnam alone, one of the insurgent zones of the world,
in one year, 1960, Communist armed units and terrorists kidnapped
over 3, 000 local officials, military personnel, and civilians. Their
activities took the form of armed attacks against isolated military
garrisons, attacks on towns and inhabited areas, ambushes on roads
and canals, the destruction of bridges, sabotaging water and power
plants, and telephone lines, and, to cap it off, because of Communist
guerrilla activity, 200 elementary schools had to be closed during
the year, affecting some 25, 000 students and 800 teachers.

Can you imagine trying to maintain a fairly permanent state of
government in a country that is under that kind of pressure?

In this campaign of insurgency we are really talking about a
twilight zone, a form of human strife somewhere between all-out mil-
itary action and political subversion. Present-day events in south-
east Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean would seem to bear out the fact
that the 1960's may well be the decade of the guerrilla, or, translating
from the Spanish language, the little war. The 1960's have already
seen and will continue to see the launching of new nations, under-
developed, insecure, and yet ambitious and proud,

Figure 7, page 19, --All of this development leads to a form of
international instability. Instability spells opportunity for commu-
nism, opportunity by means of developing insurgency in the populations
of these countries--social existence turned upside down in a game of
terror, chaotic daily life which worsens when the sun goes down,
kangaroo courts, and shadow governments--the loss of all forms of
social stability. And you can be absolutely sure that you are going
to find four horsemen in a campaign of insurgency. You heard their
names mentioned just a few minutes ago as primary tactics~--the four
horsemen of aggression, infiltration, deception, and agitation-prop-
aganda.
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Figure 8, page 21, --Well, we have covered the strategy, the
tactics, the targets, and the campaign of insurgency. There remains
another allied word that I have not used yet, the word, weapons,
Communist total warfare against the free world and particularly
against the United States, since we are communism's prime target,
is waged with an arsenal of weapons. Each of these weapons repre-
sents a deadly challenge to the American people, Whether we like it
or not, we are competing for world opinion. You can say that our hat
is in the ring--and I have taken the liberty of putting our hat in the
ring--Uncle Sam's hat, along with the Russian karakul hat., The chal-
lenges, of course, are across the board: philosophical, political,
psychological, military, consipiratorial, economic, scientific, and
educational. You have heard this across-the-board phrase so often
that you are probably tired of it,

Figure 9, page 22, --Let me point them up--not just run through
them by name. Here are just the main points of some of these chal-
lenges. We will take the political challenge first., It springs from
the Communist conviction that power--not law-~-is the decisive factor
in all the great issues of history. There are over 80 Communist
political parties--I think Khrushchev mentioned 81 in his speech last
week--legal and illegal in existence in the world, Sixty-five of these
parties are in non-Communist nations, Native Communist partiesin
non-Communist countries are nothing more than agents of foreign
powers, In short, in its war against the non-Communist world, you
could say that the Sino-Soviet bloc possesses the unique advantage of
commanding its own forces behind the lines of the enemy.

Figure 10, page 23, --What about the psychological challenge ?
The primary thrusts in the psychological challenge are that, first of
all, free enterprise is a dead issue., They preach historically that
free enterprise will die out and will be followed by communism.,
They also preach that any opposition to this change is futile. Of
course, the rapid growth of world communism has added to their con-
fidence in the inevitable outcome of this challenge in their favor, The
psychological challenge, supported by the propaganda campaign, can
be expected to increase in both variety and intensity in the future,

As for the military challenge, while they say they are striving
for world peace, they also regard violence as inevitable in hurrying
the collapse of the free-enterprise system and the birth of a socialistic
society, which will then lead, according to them, to a world state of
communism,
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Figure 11, page 25,--When the Communists gpeak of peaceful

coexistence, it should be remembered that Lenin maintained that the
great historical questions can only be solved by violence,

Now, the educational challenge--education in Communist coun-
tries must serve the needs of the state, The development of the
individual, then, is of little or no importance. The aim is the crea-
tion of the Communist man and the worldwide victory of communism,
They are competing, whether we like it or not.

Figures 12 and 13, pages 26 and 27, --The scientific challenge
can be summed up in one Russian word--Sputnik., Science and tech-
nology have been converted by the Communist into a potent instrument
for world conquest. There seems to be no question that the Commu-
nist political leaders are intent upon seizing scientific leadership.
Here are a few facts, regarding Soviet educational support of Soviet
science and technical development, First, they collect the best young
minds in the Soviet Union, They finance their schooling. They train
them thoroughly. They apply powerful incentives to stimulate them
into outstanding effort. They rigidly maintain high scholastic staridards.
They ruthlessly and progressively weed out the less intelligent. They
graduate the cream of the crop. A few of the most brilliant are sent
on to advanced study. The next 10 to 20 percent are assigned as teach-
ers. The remainder, then, work in the scientific and engineering
fields that have a high priority in the Communist scheme of things.

Figure 14, page 28.--The economic challenge is becoming
increasingly formidable, Remember, one of the best measures of a
country's power position is its industrial base., The Communists eco-
nomic challenge is manifested in many ways. Here are just a few of
the clues to the attack: First, there is the concentrated effort of the
Communists to surpass the free world in production, Next are their
attempts to capture our markets in the world. Then there is the con-
stant use of economic victories to increase political and economic
penetration of the underdeveloped areas of the free world. Finally,
there is the intention of the Communist bloc to use their new economic
power to force the collapse of the economy of the United States,

Figure 15, page 29, --The conspiratorial challenge is a two-
pronged challenge, First there is the Communist Party, United
States of America, and then there is the espionage offensive that has
been unceasingly waged by the Communists against this Nation for the
past 40 years,
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First, the Communist Party, USA--the CP USA is an integral
part of the international Communist movement, As such it represents
a beachhead of subversion on our shores. There is only one reason
for its existence--to serve the Communist world in every possible
way. The past years have seen legislation here in the United States
which serves to protect us from the greater portions of this infection.

Here is what happened in this country between 1948 and the pres-
ent day. In 1948 the leaders of the CP USA were indicted and later
convicted under the Conspiracy Provisions of the Smith Act. The
party prepared to go underground, In 1951 the convictions of these
party leaders were upheld by the Supreme Court. The party went
underground. Leaders disappeared from their homes, jobs, commu-
nities, Underground printing facilities were activated. Financial
backing was made available to the underground members, Stringent
security measures were put into effect, and the aboveground party
members were at the beck and the call of the moles,

In 1955 the party leaders felt that the situation had changed enough
to allow some light of day back into the underground. While this under-
ground apparatus is contracted and semidormant now, it stands ready
for immediate use. From 1955 to the present day the CP USA has met
reverses and successes. The visit of Premier Khrushchev to the
United States bolstered their morale. The denunciation of Stalin at the
17th Party Congress by Premier Khrushchev left them with some real
problems of interparty strife. The developments out of this denunci-
ation of Stalin thing are still being felt worldwide. You read about
them every day. They have many problems in terms of the question
of whether to go with the dogmatists or with Nikita Sergeyevich,

A peaceful student demonstration was turned into a riot in San
Francisco in 1960 by Communists, much to their satisfaction., Suffice
it to say that the emergence of Mr. Gus Hall as a leader of the Com-
munist Party has had far-reaching effects. Hall is a vigorous leader,
That is one prong of the conspiratorial challenge.

The other prong is espionage. To accelerate the downfall of
capitalism and the triumph of communism, the Soviet Union has
organized the largest espionage and intelligence operation in history.
They maintain an unparalleled network of spies throughout the world,
No nation is immune. In very recent years some 360 individuals in
11 different nations have been convicted of espionage in behalf of
communism,

In June 1960 the State Department estimated that Communist-~
bloc nations have some 300, 000 trained spies operating throughout
the world. It is the conspiratorial challenge of the Communist that
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makes it imperative that we have a security program adequate to
safeguard our Nation.

Well, this brings us almost to the end of our circle of challenges
and weapons. I have left the most important challenge for the anchor
position--the philosophical challenge. Their philosophy challenges
every system of thought that has been cradled in Western civilization.
It is an atheistic and a materialistic philosophy. Non-Communist
governments and economic systems, according to Communist doc-
trine, are destined to be destroyed by expanding communism. This,
according to them, is inevitable. They go further to state that the
resistance of non-Communist leaders and peoples to advancing com-
munism will make conflict unavoidable in the end. Now the conflict
and now the quiet after the storm; the annihilation of non-Communist
forms of society, to be followed by a world Communist dictatorship--
this will evolve into a universal classless, stateless, Godless soci-
ety, in which all property will be held in common.

Many people have been led to believe, by means of Communist
propaganda, that the Communists recognize Western civilization and
they recognize the necessity of changing the traditional Marxist-
Leninist concepts. This wishful thinking has been answered em-
phatically by Premier Khrushchev himself, who has stated: '"'We
were born Communists; we live as Communists, and we will not
die but we will continue to make progress as Communists;'' or, '"We
do not renounce class warfare. Class warfare will last as long as
capitalism exists, ' or one that I like, '""Those who expect us to
abandon communism will have to wait until the shrimp learns to
whistle, "

The Western World still laughs at this droll expression of the
shrimp whistling. Hold this in your memory as I complete this
talk on "Communism in Action, "

Time, 1959. Place, the National Press Club, Washington, D. C,
The person, Premier Khrushchev of the U.S,S.R., or, if you wish,
the First Secretary of the Communist Party. The reporters and
correspondents at that luncheon also laughed at this droll expres-
sion of the shrimp whistling, When the correspondents laughed at
him, he had this final word: ''He laughs best who laughs last."

Thank you.

QUESTION: Colonel, in the Foundations Unit, we were taught in
my group by Professor Salzborough of Georgetown University to ask
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this question: Would you please tell us the source of your information,
particularly your Communist definitions of the terms that you used?
Are these your own interpretations? Or what is the source?

COLONEL ERB: The source is a book that I think most highly
of, written by Swearingen of the University of Southern California,
called "The World of Communism, ' The phrase, "humpty-dumpty
language, " this business of a sort of never-never land, or an Alice
in Wonderland idea, is pretty much my idea. It has been used by
other people I have met, Now, I can't say they are entirely Swearin-
gen's, Some of them are mine. Basically they have been talked
about before., This whole problem of the communication with Commu-
nists is a fantastic problem. More than one man has picked up the
fact that when a Communist says '"democracy'' he means something
entirely different than what we mean.

So I can give you the book. It's called '""The World of Commu-
nism'' by Swearingen. If you have a high school student or a college
boy, it is the kind of book that I would get for him to read.

QUESTION: Colonel, we have heard from Dr. Rostow and Dr.
Schilling that communism as a world movement is at the peak of its
cohesive strength. Do your studies verify that?

COLONEL ERB: Rostow said this some while back?
STUDENT: He was here in August and Schilling in November,

COLONEL ERB: Well, Chip Bolen made a comment sometime
ago that he did not think so. I will go along with Chip. I do not think
it ig at the peak of its world strength. Ithinkthe monolithic structure
that we have been faced with is suffering some pretty severe cleav-
ages right now. I will quote another book on that, Brzezinski's book,
"Ideologies in Conflict, " Brzezinski is a top man in this field. He
does a fine job of pointing up the cleavages in this monolithic structure.

I get this question on the road all the time: What is the future?
Are they going to break apart? Of course, that is going too far, to
say that. But I do not think that they are at the peak of their world
strength, I think that the breakup that we have seen--and I am
referring now to the Red Chinese split and the Albanian problems
they are having, and the speech that Khrushchev made to the Soviets
last week--would indicate that they are not at the peak of their world
strength.



101
33

Actually, Brzezinski points up one thing in his book., He indi-
cates that the memorandum published by the Praesidium at Stalin's
death would indicate that the structure is extremely weak politically,
All you have to do is read that first memo they put out, which was
just fantastic. Read it carefully. It says this: ''Now everybody be
calm, everybody be peaceful. Take it easy. We are in serious
trouble. "

The information from the central government would indicate that
they are not as strong as they look.

QUESTION: I am interested in the actions of our Nation to this
kind of message. Would you give me the three most prominent ques-
tions that you get, and how you answer them?

COLONEL ERB: The first question we get is "Why didn't we do
something about Hungary?' This is really a bone in the throat of the
American people. The answer Igivetothis--andIgive the sameoneon
the road, too--is, first of all hindsight is always easy, Monday-
morning quarterbacking is simple. What you try to do is try to bring
the audience back to the period of 1956. You indicate that at that time
the Suez crisis was in full bloom. We had just taken a very strong
position in the Mediterranean. Remember our position with the
French, the English and the Israelis, So we were in a very poor
position to get involved in any kind of a strong maneuver.

Now, I also get the Hungarian question answered, I hope, neatly,
when I am discussing captive Europe. I indicate that one of the only
times we came to any kind of real agreement with the Soviets over
the past years was over the peace treaty with Austria. Of course
the peace treaty with Austria was a matter that we worked on for
years, and we eventually ended up with a neutral Austria. Then you
indicate on a map that support to Hungary would involve violation of
Austrian neutrality. That is question number one.

Question number two--Is there a split? I just answered that.
There is a split between the Red Chinese and the Soviets.

The next question, number three, is Cuba. The question here
is, '""Why didn't we invade Cuba?' That is answerable only on the
basis of why didn't we do more this last October., We went as far as
we possibly could with the quarantine without taking a chance on
creating a complete war,
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QUESTION: Do you find the rightist types taking your talk and
trying to make something out of it?

COLONEL ERB: This is a good question for you, gentlemen.
They do show considerable interest in it, of course. But make some-
thing out of it, I think not. As a matter of fact, this talk that you
have just heard has gone over well with rightist groups.

The conservative development in this country is extremely
interesting. I want to tell a quick story and then I will get off the
subject. There is a story that goes this way: There was a conserv-
ative society, which shall remain unnamed, in Michigan, They were
having a general meeting and the first fellow got up and recommended
the immediate impeachment of the Supreme Court Justice. A second
fellow got up and recommended the immediate hanging of the Justice.
This would indicate that the first man was extremely liberal.

QUESTION: I would like to take the last question to the other
side, Have you had evidences of the left or more liberal side trying
to take your talk and twist it in their direction?

COLONEL ERB: The liberals that I have met are very suspicious
of this program when we first come to town., They end up by being
fairly well convinced that we are not propagandizing or putting out
any party line. Liberal movements in this country of the kind that
you might hear about have been analyzed by the FBI, Remember
Sullivan? I heard his talk when he talked to you. You remember he
called this a sort of a liberal student movement. I agree with him,
This movement sometimes is brought into focus as being directed by
the party line, and by the Communists.

I would say that theliberals are, first of all, very hedgy about
this program, and as they come along they see it is very factual,
Then by the end they are quite sold on the program.

QUESTION: Will you discuss some of the strengths of commu-
nism ? You discussed the weaknesses, Will you discuss the nation-
alism in countries that they have taken over, for instance? We hear
about this kind of thing.

COLONEL ERB: We cover this but in different talks. I give
four talks--two talks on communism, a talk on the U,S.S.R,, and
one on the satellites, We point out, as you say, nationalist problems,
national deviation trends. We do discuss them, but in those area talks,
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where it pertains to the question you brought up. It is very strong,
of course, in such countries as Poland and Yugoslavia.

QUESTION: You criticized the Communists for using untruths
and half-truths, in your presentation. There are people in our Fed-
eral Government at the present time saying that we should do the
same thing. Do you agree with them, and why?

COLONEL ERB: Of course, words mean different things to
different people. There are always two ways of looking at everything.
There is an old saying that the early bird gets the worm. There are
two ways to look at that. The worm has an entirely different attitude
about that than the bird has. I use words, pretty complicated words,
which are fairly acceptable across the board. I cannot think of any
word that we pervert, so to speak. I tried to define those specifically
the way I think we all feel about them.

I certainly do not advocate that we use doubletalk, no, not at all.

QUESTION: 1 tried to mention this before you began your talk,
Porkie was being funny and asked me whether I was going to ask you
my question about cooperative R. & D. with the Russians. You know,
you have a good point there. It is outside the scope of my thesis, but
the cooperative scientific program that we have with the Russians has
been reasonably successful. Our relations in that are pretty good.
The question that comes up in my mind is: Why do we do this? Why
is it U, S. national policy to cooperate in the scientific efforts with
the Russians in view of all the dangers involved in their possible
penetration into our scientific community ?

COLONEL ERB: Why? Well, why do we maintain diplomatic
relations? I have had people say to me, ''What would happen, Colonel,
if we just broke relations?' There were a number of times in
Czechoslovakia when I wished we had just broken relations. I do not
think you can ignore people. You cannot ignore, certainly in the field
you are talking about, their scientific development, nor can they
ignore ours. About cooperating in these fields--I am not, incidentally,
talking about our interest in bombs--if you do not, the chances are it
will leak anyway.

QUESTION: In your talk you used Khrushchev's remarks to
answer negatively the question of whether they are themselves actu-
ally changing. In our official position actually don't we feel they are
changing, and that part of this kind of thing we do to encourage this



_ 104

36

kind of contact? We think they are going to change whether they say
they will or not, in the long run.

COLONEL ERB: I think our official position is to live with them
diplomatically as best we can, I do not think that our official position
is that there is a tremendous upheaval and change in the Communist
philosophy,

STUDENT: Not upheaval, but Mr, Rostow had the feeling that
they are evolving into a new form.

COLONEL ERB: I see what you mean, Well, I do not think that
a true Communist can evolve into any other form, His whole theory
is based on a falgity, How can anything good come out of it if you
do not have a true foundation? I do not see how they can evolve into
anything, based on the Communist philosophy. If they change their
philosophy, yes, but then they would not be Communists.

QUESTION: What constraints are imposed upon you in the
development of this subject?

COLONEL ERB: This talk that you heard I wrote myself last
spring. The sources are Sullivan of the FBI, Swearingen of USC,
some of my own material that I picked up here and there and my ideas,
Basically, that is where it comes from, The talk went over to the
Department of Defense. There was one thing taken out of my talk--
one period--that is all, That was a statement that Dr, Possony made
in his appearance before the Senate Committee. He said that, failing
in these other things--you remember that he said they try to weaken
the free world and demoralize public opinion--"it is the intent of the
Soviet Union to destroy the United States with nuclear weapons,*'
Since the time of Possony's visit there there has been a lessening of
this tension, and there is a feeling in the Government that maybe they
do not intend to. Just that, Khrushchev himself has said that they
will not resort to nuclear weapons. So that was taken out. I must
say that I put it in there to see if they would catch it, and they did,
and I took it out,

That talk that you heard this morning, then, is exactly what I
wanted to say, and the way I wanted to say it, with one minor excep-
tion.

DR. REICHLEY: Ted, I have already admitted to you that you
are a good liar's dice player. After that you are a good speaker,
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We appreciate your taking time off from your busy schedule., You
just got back this weekend from Amarillo, We appreciate your
coming here and giving us the opportunity to hear about the types of
things that you do out in the field.

COLONEL ERB: It is a great honor, gentlemen. Thank you.

(19 Apr 1963--7, 600)O/pd:dm

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963 O - 689-298



