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His E x c e l l e n c y  H e r v e  Alphand ,  A m b a s s a d o r  of F r a n c e  to t he  
Un i t ed  S ta t e s ,  w a s  b o r n  on 31 May 1907 in P a r i s ,  F r a n c e .  He w a s  
e d u c a t e d  at  L y c e e  J a n s o n  de  Sa i l ly  and E c o l e  des  S c i e n c e s  P o l i t i q u e s .  
In 1930, the  A m b a s s a d o r  s t a r t e d  tha t  wh ich  w a s  to be  a l ong  and  c o n -  
t i n u o u s  c a r e e r  in the  s e r v i c e  of h i s  c o u n t r y  w h e n  he  b e c a m e  an off i -  
c i a l  wi th  the  F r e n c h  T r e a s u r y .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  he  b e c a m e  F i n a n c i a l  
A g e n t  to the  T u r k i s h  G o v e r n m e n t ,  1934; I n s p e c t o r  of F i n a n c e  and  Di-  
r e c t o r ,  T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t s  D iv i s ion ,  M i n i s t r y  of C o m m e r c e ,  1937- 
1938; F i n a n c i a l  C o u n s e l l o r  to the  E m b a s s y ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  1940- 
1941; D i r e c t o r  of E c o n o m i c  A f f a i r s  fo r  F r e n c h  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  in  
London ,  1941-1944; and D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l ,  E c o n o m i c  F i n a n c i a l  and  
T e c h n i c a l  A f f a i r s ,  F r e n c h  F o r e i g n  Off ice ,  1945. He was  a p p o i n t e d  
to the  r a n k  of a m b a s s a d o r  and as  such  s e r v e d  as  the  P r e s i d e n t  of the  
F r e n c h  D e l e g a t i o n  to O E E C ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . ,  in 1949. F o l l o w i n g  
th i s  he  s e r v e d  as  F r e n c h  Deputy  to the  A t l a n t i c  Counc i l ,  1950; A m b a s -  
s a d o r  and F r e n c h  d e l e g a t e ,  NATO P e r m a n e n t  Counc i l ,  1952-1954; A m -  
b a s s a d o r  to J apan ,  1954; and A m b a s s a d o r  and F r e n c h  d e l e g a t e  to the  
Uni t ed  Na t ions ,  1955-1956. He h a s  b e e n  A m b a s s a d o r  of the  F r e n c h  
Repub l i c  to the  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  1956. T h i s  is  A m b a s s a -  
do r  Alphand's first lecture at the Industrial College of the Armed For- 
ces. 
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T H E  POSITION OF F R A N C E  IN W O R L D  A F F A I R S  

4 M a r c h  1963 

A D M I R A L  ROSE: G e n t l e m e n :  B e f o r e  I s a y  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  i 
would  l i ke  to w e l c o m e  the l a r g e  n u m b e r  of v i s i t o r s  we  have  today .  
I a m  s u r e  it  is not  n e c e s s a r y ,  but I want  to r e m i n d  t h e m  of one  of 
the  c u s t o m s  of the  Co l l ege :  What  is  s a id  in t h e s e  fou r  w a l l s  does  
not  l e a v e  t h e s e  fou r  w a i l s .  

In c o n t i n u i n g  ou r  s t u d y  of the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c e n e  and  the  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  of v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  to the  C o m m u n i s t - f r e e  w o r l d  b l o c s ,  we  
s h a l l  h e a r  t oday  abou t  a l o n g t i m e  f r i e n d  and  a l l y  of the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  
the  R e p u b l i c  of F r a n c e .  

When  c o n s i d e r i n g  a s p e a k e r  fo r  the  s c o p e  of t o d a y ' s  s u b j e c t ,  
" T h e  P o s i t i o n  of F r a n c e  in W o r l d  A f f a i r s ,  " I c an  th ink  of only  one 
m a n  who would  be  in a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to a d d r e s s  us than  ou r  g u e s t .  
Wi th  a l l  due  r e s p e c t ,  s i r ,  that  m a n  would be  y o u r  P r e s i d e n t .  

A m b a s s a d o r  Alphand  has  s e r v e d  h is  c o u n t r y  fo r  m o r e  than  32 
y e a r s  in the  f i e l d s  of f i n a n c e ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e .  
Many  of t h e s e  y e a r s  w e r e  in the  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e ,  the  l a s t  15 of 
wh ich  w e r e  s e r v e d  a t  the  a m b a s s a d o r i a l  l eve l .  He  has  had d i r e c t  
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  the  O E E C ,  the  NATO P e r m a n e n t  Counc i l ,  and  the  
Un i t ed  N a t i o n s .  In s h o r t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  few m e n  in th i s  
w o r l d  wi th  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  to d i s c u s s  the  o b j e c t i v e s  of F r a n c e  
and  r e l a t e  t h e s e  to the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c e n e .  

It is  an  h o n o r  and p r i v i l e g e  f o r  m e  to p r e s e n t  to the  s t u d e n t s  and 
f a c u l t y  of the  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l l e g e  His  E x c e l l e n c y ,  H e r v e  Alphand ,  the  
A m b a s s a d o r  of the  F r e n c h  R e p u b l i c  to the  Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  

AMBASSADOR A L P H A N D :  G e n t l e m e n :  I a m  v e r y  h o n o r e d  in -  
deed  to h a v e  th i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to t a lk  to you  today ,  you of t he  I n d u s -  
t r i a l  C o l l e g e  of the  A r m e d  F o r c e s  and the  g r e a t  g r o u p  of g u e s t s .  

I th ink  it is  t i m e l y  to s p e a k  abou t  ou r  p r o b l e m s .  It  is  t i m e l y  
b e c a u s e  a p p a r e n t l y  s o m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a p p e a r  b e t w e e n  u s - - n o t  b e t w e e n  
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~ y o u  a n d  m e  b u t  b e t w e e n  o u r  t w o  G o v e r n m e n t s .  I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  

f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  p r o f o u n d  d i f f e r e n c e s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  
a s  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  u s e d  to  s a y ,  " E v e r y  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  i s  n o t  
a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  p r i n c i p l e ,  " I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  of  o p i n i o n .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  of  p r i n c i p l e  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  a n d  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

D i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  a l l i e s  a r e  a l w a y s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
t h a n  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  e n e m i e s .  A n y w a y ,  I m u s t  c o n -  
f e s s  t o  y o u  t h a t  I a m  a c c u s t o m e d  to  t h e s e  c r i s e s .  I a r r i v e d  h e r e  s i x  
a n d  a h a l f  y e a r s  a g o  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of  t h e  c r i s i s  t h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  
S u e z  c r i s i s .  I t  w a s  in  S e p t e m b e r  1956,  a n d ,  w h e n  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
W a s h i n g t o n  a i r f i e l d  a t  3 o ' c l o c k  in  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  s o m e b o d y  t o l d  m e ,  
" Y o u  h a v e  to  b e  in  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ' s  o f f i c e  a t  3: 15. " So, w i t h -  
ou t  p r e s e n t i n g  m y  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  I c a m e  t o  s e e  M r .  F o s t e r  D u l l e s ,  
w h o m  I k n e w  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  H e  s a i d  t o  m e ,  " H e r v e ,  w e  a r e  in  t h e  
m i d d l e  of  a c r i s i s . "  A n d  I s a i d  t o  h i m ,  " F o s t e r ,  y e s ,  w e  a r e  in  t h e  
m i d d l e  of  a c r i s i s  f o r  1500 y e a r s ,  a n d  y o u  f o r  o n l y  200 y e a r s .  " 

B u t  s o m e  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  c r i s e s  a r e ,  in  a w a y ,  p r o v o k e d  b y  d i p -  
l o m a t s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  h e a l t h y  f o r  t h e m ,  i t  i s  g o o d  f o r  t h e i r  b a l a n c e .  
I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  I d o n ' t  p r o v o k e  t h e  c r i s e s  t h a t  c o m e  a u t o m a t i c -  
a l l y  to  m e .  B u t  i t  i s  t r u e  to  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  in  l i f e  b e t t e r  to  be  w o r r i e d  
t h a n  to  b e  b o r e d .  A n d  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  c r i s e s  I c a n  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  h a d  s o m e  w o r r i e s  in  W a s h i n g t o n ,  b u t  I h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  b o r e d  
f o r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  a n d  a h a l f  y e a r s .  

I t h i n k  m y  s u b j e c t  t o d a y  w o u l d  b e  m a i n l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  t h e  
W e s t e r n  d e f e n s e  a n d  t h e  v i e w s  of  F r a n c e  a b o u t  t h e s e  v a s t  p r o b l e m s  
of  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  W e s t .  

We  l i v e  in  a t i m e  a n d  in  a w o r l d  w h e r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  d e f e n s e  
h a v e  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  o n e  f a c t ,  a n e w  f a c t ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  
a t  e v e r y  m o m e n t  t h e  l i f e  of  e v e r y  n a t i o n .  T h i s  f a c t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i s  
t h e  a t o m i c  f a c t .  U n t i l  t h e  end  of  t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y ,  w a r s  w e r e  m u r -  
d e r o u s  b u t  t h e y  s p a r e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  
s e t t l e d  b y  t h e  l o s s  of  a p r o v i n c e .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  two  w o r l d  w a r s ,  
of  c o u r s e ,  e n t i r e  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  f l u n g  i n t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  a n d  s u f f e r e d  
m i l l i o n s  o f  c a s u a l t i e s ,  h u g e  d e s t r u c t i o n s  of  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  l o s s e s  w h i c h  
p r o f o u n d l y  c h a n g e d  t h e  w o r l d ' s  b a l a n c e .  

H o w e v e r ,  t o d a y  t h e  p r o b l e m  a p p e a r s  in  a b a s i c a l l y  a n d  t o t a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e :  a g e n e r a l i z e d  t h e r m o n u c l e a r  w a r  c o u l d  a n n i -  
h i l a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  in a f e w  m i n u t e s .  T r u l y ,  t h e  f u t u r e  of  o u r  p l a n e t  
a n d  of  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  w o u l d  be  a t  s t a k e .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e a s y  to  s e e  
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why ~his new f a c t o r  c o m p l e t e l y  u p s e t s  old p o l i t i c a l ,  s t r a t e g i c ,  and 
even  m o r a l  c o n c e p t s .  We m u s t  f ace ,  wi th  a good dea l  of i m a g i n a t i o n ,  
and wi th  a c o m p l e t e  new a p p r o a c h ,  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  of a s i t u a t i o n  wh ich  
n e v e r  has  e x i s t e d  be fo r e ;  th is  e x p l a i n s  the s u r p r i s i n g  t u r n  that  our  
r e l a t i o n s  with  o u r  opponen t s  has  t a k e n  and a l s o  s o m e t i m e s  the  v a r i -  
ous r o a d s  fo l lowed  by the  a l l i e s  when  they  t r y  to s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  tha t  
have  n e v e r  a r i s e n  b e f o r e .  

As  f a r  as  F r a n c e  is c o n c e r n e d ,  she  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e s e  e x t r e m e l y  
c o m p l e x  q u e s t i o n s  wi th  r e a l i s m  and a l s o  wi th  m o d e s t y  i n s p i r e d  by 
the fac t  tha t  in our  m o d e r n  w o r l d  h e r  p o w e r  is r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  when  
c o m p a r e d  wi th  the  g igan t i c  p o w e r  of the  Uni t ed  S ta tes  and of the  
U . S . S . R .  She is i n s p i r e d  by two p r i n c i p l e s  in h e r  s e a r c h  fo r  p o s -  
s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s .  On one h a n d - - t h i s  is  the  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e - - s h e  f e e l s  
tha t  a c o u n t r y  of h e r  s i z e  m u s t  m a i n t a i n  i ts  own n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e ,  
tha t  the  t a s k  of p r o t e c t i n g  i t s  popu la t i on  a g a i n s t  any  t h r e a t  m u s t  r e -  
m a i n  above  a l l  the  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in c a s e  of d a n g e r ,  and  
tha t  it is  the  on ly  way fo r  h e r  to m o b i l i z e  and use  wi th  the u t m o s t  ef-  
f i c i e n c y  a l l  the  n a t i o n ' s  r e s o u r c e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand,  and th i s  is  
the  s e c o n d  p r i n c i p l e ,  she  knows v e r y  we l l  tha t  one na t ion ,  and  e s p e -  
c i a l l y  o u r s ,  could  not,  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  f ight  a l o n e  a 
b ig  w a r  and that ,  to r e c a l l  G e n e r a l  de  G a u l l e ' s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  " h a v i n g  
A l l i e s  is n a t u r a l  in the  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  in wh ich  we l i v e . "  

A l l i a n c e  and i n d e p e n d e n c e - - s u c h  a r e  the  two key  w o r d s  of 
F r a n c e ' s  d e f e n s e  po l i cy  t o d a y - - t h e s e  a r e  the w o r d s  to r e m e m b e r  
when  a n s w e r i n g  m a n y  s l a n t e d  or  e r r o n e o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of ou r  
i n t e n t i o n s .  

An i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  r e q u i r e s  in the f i r s t  p l a c e  c e r -  
t a in  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  I th ink tha t  
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  r e a l i z e d  today  t h r o u g h  a d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  
F r a n c e ,  in the  c o u r s e  of the  l a s t  f ive  y e a r s ,  has  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a 
p r o f o u n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  so  a s  to a s s u r e  s t a b i l i t y  
for  h e r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s e p a r a t i o n  of p o w e r s ,  l e a v i n g  to P a r l i a m e n t  
the  t a s k  of vo t i ng  l aws  but  wi thou t  the  r i g h t  to i n t e r f e r e  wi th  e x e c u -  
t i ve  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and  a p r o t e c t i o n  of the  f u n d a m e n t a l  l i b e r t i e s  of 
m a n .  

This political stability has made possible an unequaled economic 
expansion, Today our gross national product increases by 6 percent 
each year and reaches one of the highest levels in the Western World. 
Everywhere new industries are springing up, everywhere old plants 
are being modernized, thanks to the combined action of free compe- 
tition and a planning system which is not authoritarian. 
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The p r e s e n t  r i s e  of p r i c e s  tha t  we  s e e  t o d a y  and the  s o c i a l  t e n -  

s i o n s  tha t  it  b r i n g s  a long  a r e  but the  r e s u l t  of a v e r y  h a r s h  w i n t e r  
and  of a s i t u a t i o n  of o v e r e m p l o y m e n t  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  to the  i n c r e a s e  
of w a g e s .  Our  b a l a n c e  of p a y m e n t s  i s  p o s i t i v e ,  so  tha t  s i n c e  1958 
our  gold and  c u r r e n c y  r e s e r v e s  have  i n c r e a s e d  by s o m e  $3 b i l l i o n  
and  have  not r e a c h e d  $3 .85  b i l l i on .  Not only have  we c e a s e d  to ap -  
p e a l  to the  g e n e r o u s  a id  of our  f r i e n d s - - a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  of the  U n i t e d  
S ta t e s  of A m e r i c a - - b u t  we  a r e  c a p a b l e  of pay ing  back  in a d v a n c e  ou r  
e x t e r n a l  d e b t s .  In th i s  way,  a t r u e  F r e n c h  r e n a i s s a n c e  has  b e e n  
m a d e  p o s s i b l e  in a l l  f i e l d s ,  w h e t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c ,  s o c i a l ,  o r  t e c h n i c a l .  
Th i s  r e n a i s s a n c e  c o n s t i t u t e s  the  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  the  c r e a t i o n  
of a m o d e r n  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  

At th i s  poin t  I would  l ike  to g ive  you s o m e  f i g u r e s  to show t h a t - -  
c o n t r a r y  to c e r t a i n  c o m m e n t s - - F r a n c e  in th i s  f i e ld  is n e i t h e r  n e g l i -  
gen t  n o r  l azy .  Our  m i l i t a r y  budge t  r e p r e s e n t s  7 p e r c e n t  of ou r  g r o s s  
n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t ,  as  a g a i n s t  10 .4  p e r c e n t  in t he  Un i t ed  S ta t e s ,  7 . 2  
p e r c e n t  in E n g l a n d ,  3 .9  p e r c e n t  in I ta ly ,  and 3 . 4  p e r c e n t  in B e l g i u m .  
It is  n o r m a l  that  the  F r e n c h  r a t i o  shou ld  be s l i g h t l y  i n f e r i o r  to tha t  
of the  Un i t ed  S ta tes  b e c a u s e  our  p e r  c ap i t a  i n c o m e  r e a c h e s  on ly  40 
p e r c e n t  of A m e r i c a ' s ,  and in a l l  t i m e s  the p r o p o r t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  has  b e e n  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h e r  in r i c h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  I wi l l  
add that ,  though F r a n c e  is now f r e e d  of the  e n o r m o u s  b u r d e n  of h e r  
19th c e n t u r y  c o l o n i a l  ob l iga t ions  and the  w a r  of A l g e r i a ,  she  s t i l l  
b r i n g s  a g r e a t e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  than  any  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  in the  w o r l d  to 
the  c o m m o n  t a s k  of h e l p i n g  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .  Our  c o n t r i b u -  
t ion  in th i s  f i e ld  r e a c h e s  3 .41  p e r c e n t  of our  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t ,  as  
a g a i n s t  0 .97  p e r c e n t  fo r  G e r m a n y .  The  end of the w a r  in A l g e r i a ,  
w h e r e  440 ,000  o f f i c e r s  and  m e n  w e r e  s t i l l  s t a t i o n e d  a y e a r  ago,  is  
a l l o w i n g  us to b r i n g  b a c k  a g r e a t  p a r t  of t h e s e  f o r c e s  to E u r o p e ,  to 
r e d u c e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  to 18 m o n t h s ,  and to add to ou r  l a b o r  f o r c e  
a g r e a t  m a n y  w o r k e r s  wh ich  w e r e  bad ly  n e e d e d .  

At the  s a m e  t i m e ,  we a r e  r e o r g a n i z i n g  ou r  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  
w h i c h  wi l l  be  d iv ided  into t h r e e  g r o u p s .  The  f i r s t  wi l l  be  d e v o t e d  to 
what  we ca l l  the d e f e n s e  of the  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y ;  the  s e c o n d  wi l l  be 
what  we  ca l l  a f o r c e  of i n t e r v e n t i o n ;  and the  t h i r d  wi l l  i n c l u d e  ou r  
s t r a t e g i c  n u c l e a r  f o r c e s .  L e t  m e  expand  m y  r e m a r k s  on the  two 
l a s t  g r o u p s .  

What we call the intervention forces are those which must be 
ready to act at any time in the air, on land, or on the seas, and fight 
in France or outside of France. In particular they include the French 
forces now in Germany and also a division specialized for overseas 
operations in order to fulfill our obligations toward the African 
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c o u n t r i e s  t o  w h i c h  w e  a r e  b o u n d  b y  d e f e n s e  a g r e e m e n t s .  A l l  t h o s e  
d i v i s i o n s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l l  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  N A T O  c o m m a n d ,  
w i l l  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o m m o n  e n e m y ,  s h o u l d  E u r o p e  b e  a t t a c k e d .  

T o  g i v e  y o u  a n  i d e a  of  o u r  e f f o r t  in  t h i s  f i e l d ,  I w i l l  s a y  t h a t  o u r  
a c t i v e  f o r c e s  r e p r e s e n t  n o w  s o m e  2 p e r c e n t  of  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  
c o m p a r e d  to  1 . 5  p e r c e n t  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  1 p e r c e n t  in  E n g -  
l a n d .  

T h e  l a s t  e l e m e n t  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  i s  o u r  a t o m i c  f o r c e ,  
w h i c h  i s  n o w  b u i l d i n g .  So m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  in  t h e  w o r l d  p r e s s  
on  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  I o w e  y o u  s o m e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

F r a n c e  i n t e n d s  to  c o n s t i t u t e ,  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e ,  h e r  o w n  a t o m i c  
f o r c e ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  s t a r t  b e c o m i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  a f e w  m o n t h s .  A s  
G e n e r a l  d e  G a u l l e  s a i d ,  t h i s  f o r c e  " w i l l  h a v e  t h e  s o m b e r  a n d  t e r r i b l e  

Wl 

c a p a c i t y  t o  d e s t r o y  in  a f e w  i n s t a n t s  m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  of  m e n .  
A t  f i r s t ,  i t  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of  s u p e r s o n i c  b o m b e r s ,  l a t e r  o f  r o c k e t s  a n d  
of  s u b m a r i n e s  c a p a b l e  o f  s h o o t i n g  n u c l e a r  a n d  t h e r m o n u c l e a r  b o m b s .  

T h e  F r e n c h  d e c i s i o n  to  a c q u i r e  t h i s  a r m  d o e s  n o t  i m p l y  a t  a l l  a 
l a c k  of  c o n f i d e n c e  in  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  o u r  a l l i e s  a n d  
e s p e c i a l l y  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  W e  a c k n o w l e d g e  o n  o n e  h a n d  t h a t  
A m e r i c a n  n u c l e a r  p o w e r  i s  g i g a n t i c  a n d  t h a t  o u r s  w i l l  b e  v e r y  m o d e s t  
in  c o m p a r i s o n  a n d ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h a t  t h e s e  A m e r i c a n  a r m s  s t i l l  
r e m a i n  t o d a y  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  g u a r a n t e e  o f  w o r l d  p e a c e .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  w h y  s h o u l d  w e  a s k  t o  h a v e  o u r  o w n  a t o m i c  f o r c e ?  In  
f a c t ,  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  5, 10, 
o r  15 y e a r s  f r o m  n o w ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  s o m e  c a s e s  
t h e n  w h e n  F r a n c e ' s  i n t e r e s t s  w i l l  b e  t h r e a t e n e d  w h i l e  t h o s e  of  h e r  
a l l i e s  m a y  n o t  b e  i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  s a m e  d e g r e e .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  s e e m s  
n o r m a l  t o  us  f o r  o u r  o w n  p r o t e c t i o n  to  h a v e  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l  a f o r c e  
w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  l i m i t e d ,  w o u l d  m a k e  a n  e v e n t u a l  a d v e r s a r y  t h i n k  t w i c e  
b e f o r e  t r y i n g  t o  b l a c k m a i l  u s .  

O u r  p o s i t i o n  on  t h i s ,  I m u s t  s a y ,  i s  n o t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  a s  w a s  e x p l a i n e d  r e c e n t l y  b y  t h e  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r ,  M r .  M a c m i l l a n .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  we  a r e  b u i l d i n g  
t h i s  f o r c e  w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n y o n e .  N o  a i d  h a s  b e e n  o f f e r e d  to  u s  
a n d  w e  d o  n o t  a s k  f o r  a n y .  In  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h i s  f o r c e  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a n o t  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  
t h e  A l l i e s  a n d  to  t h e  W e s t e r n  d e t e r r e n t .  

1 4 7  
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I d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  a n y o n e  s h o u l d  r e p r o a c h  F r a n c e  f o r  w a n t i n g  

to  a c q u i r e  a m o d e r n  d e f e n s e .  F r a n c e ' s  r i g h t s  in  t h i s  m a t t e r  a r e  
n o t  l i m i t e d  by  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t s ,  a s  G e r m a n y ' s  a r e .  U p  
to  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  s t o p p e d  us  in  o u r  t r a c k ,  
w e  w e r e  h o l d i n g  a l e a d i n g  r a n k  in  t h e  a t o m i c  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d .  T h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a n u c l e a r  f o r c e  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  o p e n i n g  to  o u r  
t e c h n i c i a n s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  n e w  f i e l d s  d i r e c t l y  c o n -  
n e c t e d  to  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t h e  a t o m .  

I w i l l  a d d  t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  s u c h  a f o r c e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  
b e  b e y o n d  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  o r  t e c h n i c a l  c a p a c i t i e s ,  b e c a u s e  o u r  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  o b j e c t i v e s  to  d e t e r  a r e  n o t  a s  v a s t  a s  y o u r s .  W e  d o  n o t  p r e -  
t e n d  to  r e a l i z e  a g l o b a l  m i s s i l e  a n d ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  of  s e c r e t  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w e  s t i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e x p e r i m e n t s  m a d e  b y  o t h e r s  b e -  
f o r e  u s  on  t h e  r o a d  on w h i c h  we  a r e  n o w  e n g a g e d .  

A n d  t h i s  e x p l a i n s ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  a n d  j u s t i f i e s ,  in  m y  v i e w ,  o u r  
p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  v i t a l  p r o b l e m .  

N o w  we  c o m e  to  t h e  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  of  o u r  d e f e n s e  p o l i c y .  T h e  
s e c o n d  a s p e c t ,  a s  I t o l d  y o u ,  i s  t h e  A l l i a n c e .  I w a n t  to  s t r e s s  b e -  
f o r e  y o u  t h a t ,  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  t h r e a t  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  W e s t e r n  
W o r l d  l a s t s ,  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A l l i a n c e  i s  in  o u r  v i e w  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  
o u r  c o m m o n  s u r v i v a l .  T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  e v e n t s  a n d  S o v i e t  s t a t e -  
m e n t s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r c e  u s  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  d a n g e r  i s  s t i l l  p r e s -  
e n t .  

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  r u m o r s  s p r e a d  a b o u t  e i t h e r  t h e  F r e n c h  
i n t e n t i o n  to  d e s t r o y  t h e  A l l i a n c e  o r  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a t h i r d  
f o r c e  in  E u r o p e  to  p l a y  t h e  r o l e  of  a n  a r b i t e r  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  
a r e  a b s u r d  a n d  q u i t e  g r o u n d l e s s .  I m u s t  a d d  t h a t  n o  F r e n c h  o f f i c i a l  
v o i c e  h a s  f o r m u l a t e d  t h e  w i s h ,  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  a d v a n c e d ,  f o r  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  d i v i s i o n s '  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  E u r o p e .  I t  s i m p l y  s e e m s  w i s e  
t o  u s  to  f o r e s e e  t h a t  in  a p r o b a b l y  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  t h e y  m i g h t  p a r t l y  
o r  e n t i r e l y  b e  w i t h d r a w n .  T h i s  p o s s i b l e  m o v e  w o u l d  h a v e  to  b e  
d o n e  w i t h o u t  h a r m i n g  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  W e s t  o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
t h e  A l l i a n c e .  

I f  w e  d e s i r e  t o  b u i l d  a s t r o n g  F r a n c e  a n d  a s t r o n g  E u r o p e ,  i t  i s  
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  W e s t e r n  W o r l d - - i t  i s  n o t  t o  c r e a t e  a n e u t r a l  p o w e r .  
I t  i s  t o  a l l o w  i t  t o  b e t t e r  r e s i s t  a l l  t h a t  m i g h t  i m p e r i l  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  
i t s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  w e  s h a r e  in  c o m m o n .  

B u t  i t  i s  t r u e  to  s a y  t h a t ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  f o r m  of  t h i s  
n e c e s s a r y  a l l i a n c e ,  t h e  f o r m  i t  a c q u i r e d  w h e n  N A T O  w a s  c r e a t e d  
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13 y e a r s  a g o ,  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  u s  e n t i r e l y  a d a p t e d  to  p r e s e n t  c i r -  
c u m s t a n c e s .  W e  a r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  t o  t h i n k  s o .  Y o u ,  t oo ,  a r e  
t r y i n g  to  b e t t e r  a d a p t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  o u r  a l l i a n c e  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  
n e e d s .  

W h a t  e s s e n t i a l  c h a n g e  h a s  o c c u r r e d  s i n c e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  N A T O ?  
In  1950,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a l o n e  p o s s e s s e d  a n u c l e a r  a r s e n a l .  I t  
c o u l d  u s e  i t  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  of  i t s  E u r o p e a n  
a l l i e s .  In  1963 ,  t h e  U .  S . S . R .  h a s  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  a w e a p o n  of  m a s -  
s i v e  d e s t r u c t i o n .  She  c l a i m s  to  be  a b l e  t o  u s e  i t  on  t h e  v e r y  s o i l  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l i n g l y  o r  n o t ,  we  m u s t  a d m i t  t h a t  
a p r o f o u n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  h a s  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  
c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
p r e s e n t  o b j e c t i v e  of  t h e  s t u d i e s  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  c o m p l e x  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
s t a r t e d  b y  t h e  W e s t e r n  c a m p  a n d  w h i c h  b e a r  c h i e f l y  on t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
r o l e  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a n d  a t o m i c  a r m a m e n t s ,  on  t h e  m e a n s  to  p r e v e n t  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s ,  on  t h e  m e t h o d s  to  m a k e  E u r o p e  
m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  d e f e n s e ,  e t  c e t e r a .  

O n e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e  in  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t h e  a g r e e -  
m e n t  c o n c l u d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a t  
N a s s a u  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  a n  a t o m i c  f o r c e ,  c a l l e d  m u l t i -  
n a t i o n a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l ,  c o m p o s e d  of  m e a n s  b r o u g h t  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  s o m e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  in  
p a r t i c u l a r  o f  s u b m a r i n e s  o r  s u r f a c e  s h i p s  c a r r y i n g  P o l a r i s  m i s s i l e s .  
B y  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  c o u l d  b u i l d  h e r  o w n  a t o m i c  w a r h e a d s  
a n d  s u b m a r i n e s  a n d  b u y  f r o m  A m e r i c a  t h e  P o l a r i s  m i s s i l e s .  In  c a s e  
h e r  s u p r e m e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  s h o u l d  b e  a t  s t a k e ,  E n g l a n d  c o u l d  t h e n  
w i t h d r a w  h e r  o w n  a t o m i c  m e a n s  f r o m  t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  f o r c e .  

Y o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a s k e d  u s  i f  we  w e r e  w i l l i n g  to  e n t e r  i n t o  
a s i m i l a r  a g r e e m e n t .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  in  h i s  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  on  
14 J a n u a r y ,  G e n e r a l  d e  G a u l l e  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n o t ,  a n d  e x -  
p l a i n e d  w h y .  

F i r s t ,  a s  I r e c a l l e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h i s  l e c t u r e ,  a n d  f o r  
p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l  r e a s o n s ,  F r a n c e  w a n t s  t o  h a v e  h e r  o w n  i n d e p e n d -  
e n t  n u c l e a r  f o r c e .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  i d e a  of  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a n  i n t e -  
g r a t e d  f o r c e  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  h e r  p o l i c y .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n  
t h a t  l e d  to  o u r  r e f u s a l .  

Bu t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t e c h n i c a l  r e a s o n s  t h a t  p r e v e n t e d  us  f r o m  a c -  
c e p t i n g  a s i m i l a r  o f f e r  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  m i g h t  f i n d  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  f o r  h e r s e l f .  H o w  do  w e  k n o w  i f  we  c a n  b u i l d  t h e r m o n u c l e a r  
w a r h e a d s  a n d  s u b m a r i n e s  a d a p t a b l e  to  t h e  P o l a r i s  m i s s i l e ?  In  t h i s  
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field, we are far less advanced than our British friends and years 
may pass before we can catch up with them. Would it be, therefore, 
reasonable for us to make the great financial and technical effort in 
which we are engaged to build a French atomic force and, at the 
same time, the supplementary effort that would be necessary for us 
to participate in the Atlantic multinational force? As the President 
of the French Republic has said, "To us, in a technical sense, this 
matter cannot be considered at the present time. " 

D o e s  t h a t  m e a n  t h a t  in t h i s  c a s e  we  a r e  a d o p t i n g  an  e n t i r e l y  n e g -  
a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  c o u l d  be  e m b a r r a s s i n g  f o r  o u r  a l l i e s ?  I do  no t  
t h i n k  so .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a t e n d e n c y  to  s o m e h o w  d r a m -  
a t i z e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  to  i g n o r e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  e l e m e n t s  to  be  
f o u n d  in t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of o u r  v i e w s .  If we  w i s h ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r -  
c u m s t a n c e s ,  to be  a b l e  to  u s e  a l o n e  o u r  own a t o m i c  d e t e r r e n t  f o r c e ,  
w e  do  not  e x c l u d e  a t  a l l - - a n d  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  w o u l d  h a p p e n  in a g r e a t  
m a j o r i t y  of  p r e d i c t a b l e  c a s e s - - t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  of t he  a c t i o n  of o u r  
s m a l l  a t o m i c  f o r c e  w i t h  t h e  e n o r m o u s  f o r c e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  
t h a t  of G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  We do not  r e f u s e  e i t h e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  in  t e c h -  
n i c a l  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  f i e l d s ;  bu t  h e r e  a g a i n  t h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  h a s  a l s o  to  
be  d e s i r e d  by  o u r  a l l i e s .  It is  in s u c h  a d i r e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  
c o u l d  be  u s e f u l l y  s o u g h t  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of m o d i f y i n g  o r  of c o m p l e t -  
ing  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A l l i a n c e .  

D e f e n s e ,  w i t h  i t s  n e w  a s p e c t s ,  p o s e s  h a r d  p r o b l e m s  to  e a c h  of 
us  a n d  p e r h a p s  is  t h e  c a u s e  of s o m e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d  e v e n  of 
s o m e  q u a r r e l s  a m o n g  f r i e n d s .  L e t  us  a l w a y s  t r y  to  s e e  w h a t  u n i t e s  
us  r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  h a s  a t e n d e n c y  to s e p a r a t e  u s .  

F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  in c o m p l e t e  a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of a c o m m o n  a c t i o n  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  W e s t e r n  W o r l d  f r o m  
t h e  i m p e r i a l i s m  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  E a s t .  We b o t h  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  r e l a -  
t i o n s  b e t w e e n  us  m u s t  be  t h o s e  t h a t  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  f r e e  p e o p l e s ,  a n d  
t h a t  if  t h e  d e s t i n y  of E u r o p e  d o e s  not  l i e  in b e c o m i n g  an  i n t e r m e d i a r y  
n e u t r a l  f o r c e  it c a n n o t  be  e i t h e r  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  of  a n o t h e r  p o w e r .  I t  
w a s  y o u r  P r e s i d e n t  who  s p o k e  a b o u t  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  e q u a l  p a r t n e r s .  
O n e  m u s t  a d m i t  t h a t  in t h e  a t o m i c  e r a  it  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f i nd  f o r m u l a e  
to  c o n c i l i a t e  t h o s e  two  n o t i o n s  of a l l i a n c e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a b o u t  
w h i c h  I p r e v i o u s l y  s p o k e .  We do not ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e s p a i r  of  f i n d i n g  
t h e m .  

Moreover, all we accomplish together in such a direction has a 
higher and more distant objective than the maintenance of a balance 
of ter ror  in the world as is now practiced. Together with you we 
believe that the day will come when the countries of the East will 
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u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  u s e l e s s  to  t h r e a t e n  us  a n d  r i s k  a g l o b a l  
c a t a c l y s m .  B o t h  of  u s  a s p i r e  to  t h e  " d e t e n t e "  w h i c h  w i l l  m a k e  i t  
p o s s i b l e  to  a p p r o a c h  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m s  of  m a n k i n d .  I m e a n  d i s a r m a -  
m e n t - -  n o t  j u s t  p u t t i n g  a s t o p  to  n u c l e a r  t e s t s ,  a s  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  c o n -  
s t i t u t e  r e a l  d i s a r m a m e n t ,  b u t  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  a t o m i c  
a r m s  a n d  of  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  u n d e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  I m e a n  a l s o  
t h e  c o m m o n  e f f o r t  to  b e  m a d e  by  a l l  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  
w o r l d  t o  b r i n g  a i d  t o  t h o s e  2 b i l l i o n  h u m a n  b e i n g s  w h o  s t i l l  l i v e  l i k e  
t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  in  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m o r a l  m i s e r y  a n d  w h o  
n e e d  u s  in  o r d e r  t o  p r o g r e s s .  

I t  i s  t o  t h o s e  t a s k s ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  t h a f  w e  m u s t  d e v o t e  o u r s e l v e s ,  
b e c a u s e  f i n a l l y  t h e y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  t h a t  c o u n t .  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  
F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  s e c u l a r  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  
i g n o r i n g  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  m e t  on  t h e  w a y ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  
w a l k  s i d e  b y  s i d e  in  o r d e r  to  s e c u r e  g r e a t e r  h a p p i n e s s  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  
w o r l d  i n  f r e e d o m  a n d  in  p e a c e .  

C O L O N E L  S M I L E Y :  A m b a s s a d o r  A l p h a n d ,  w e  of  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  
C o l l e g e  a r e  i ~ d e e d  i n d e b t e d  to  y o u  s i r ,  f o r  s p e n d i n g  y o u r  t i m e  w i t h  
u s  t o d a y  a n d  s h a r i n g  w i t h  u s  y o u r  v a s t  k n o w l e d g e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
and  e x p e r i e n c e ,  no t  o n l y  in  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of  F r a n c e  b u t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  
of  t h e  f r e e  w o r l d  a s  w e l l .  

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .  
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