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R A C E ,  R E L I G I O N  A N D  C U L T U R E  IN 
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G E N E R A L  S C H O M B U R G :  L a d i e s ,  w i t h  y o u r  p r e s e n c e  h e r e  w e  
h a v e  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  a u d i e n c e  w e  h a v e  h a d  in  a l o n g  t i m e .  W e  t h i n k  
y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  e n j o y  t o n i g h t ;  a s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t  I k n o w  y o u  a r e .  
Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i s ,  y o u  h a v e  a p r o g r a m  a n d  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  w e  s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  in  c h o o s i n g  
t o n i g h t ' s  s p e a k e r .  M a n y  of  u s  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  W e  h a d  m a n y ,  m a n y  
f i n e  s p e a k e r s  a n d  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  w a s  n o t  e a s y ,  b u t  w h e n  w e  d e c i d e d  
w e  k n e w  w e  h a d  j u s t  t h e  m a n  f o r  y o u .  You  w i l l  f i n d  h i m  m o s t  i n -  
t e r e s t i n g ,  p r o v o c a t i v e  a n d  I w i l l  no t  c o v e r  h i s  b i o g r a p h y ;  y o u r  
h u s b a n d s  a l l  h a v e  t h a t .  I k n o w  by  t h e  t i m e  y o u  s t a r t  h o m e  y o u  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  w a n t  t o  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  a n d  y o u  c a n  a s k  t h e m  t h e n .  
D r .  L e r n e r  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  t h i s  bu t  I t h i n k  I w i l l  pu t  in  a p l u g  f o r  a 
b o o k  of  h i s .  " T h e  A g e  o f  O v e r k i l l "  a n d  w h e n  y o u  h e a r  h i m  t o n i g h t  
I a m  s u r e  t h a t  m a n y  of  y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h i s  b o o k .  W e  h a v e  i t  
i n  o u r  l i b r a r y  o r  m a y b e  D r .  L e r n e r  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  y o u  b u y  i t .  
So I g i v e  y o u  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r ,  e d u c a t o r ,  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t :  
D r .  M a x  L e r n e r .  

D R .  L E R N E R :  G e n e r a l  S c h o m b u r g ,  L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  m y  u n i v e r s i t y  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  g e t  p r e s e n t e d  
a s  g e n e r o u s l y  a s  I h a v e  j u s t  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  y o u  by  G e n e r a l  
S c h o m b u r g ,  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  do i s  t a k e  i t .  H e  s a y s  i t  i s  b e t t e r  
t o  h a v e  a l i t t l e  t a f f y  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e  t h a n  a l o t  o f  e p i t a p h  
a f t e r  y o u  a r e  d e a d .  I a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s  b i t  o f  t a f f y  w h i l e  I a m  
s t i l l  a l i v e .  

O n  o n e  of  t h e  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s e s  o n  w h i c h  I s p e n t  p a r t  o f  m y  
m i s s p e n t  l i f e  I r e c a l l  a s t o r y  w e  u s e d  t o  h a v e  a b o u t  a c o l l e a g u e  of  
o u r s .  T h e  s t o r y  w e n t  t h a t  h e  d r e a m t  o n c e  t h a t  h e  w a s  l e c t u r i n g  t o  
h i s  c l a s s  a n d  w o k e  u p  t o  f i n d  t h a t  h e  w a s .  A g o o d  d e a l  o f  w h a t  w e  
do  in  o u r  m o d e r n  w o r l d  i s  d o n e  s o m n a m b u l i s t i c a l l y .  A g r e a t  
F r e n c h  p h i l o s o p h e r  A n d r e '  B e r g s o n  w a s  o n c e  a s k e d  t o  d e l i v e r  a 
p a p e r  t o  a C o n g r e s s  o f  P h i l o s o p h e r s .  H e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  do  t h e  
p a p e r  bu t  h e  s e n t  a m e s s a g e .  T h e  m e s s a g e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s i n g l e  
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s e n t e n c e .  T h e  s e n t e n c e  r e a d :  " A c t  a s  m e n  of  t h o u g h t ,  t h i n k  a s  
m e n  o f  a c t i o n .  " T h i s  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  s t i l l  f o r  a l l  o f  u s ;  t o  m a k e  o u r  
d e c i s i o n s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  m a y  be ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  r e f l e c t i v e  
t h i n k i n g ;  bu t  t o  do  o u r  t h i n k i n g  w i t h  a k n o w l e d g e  of  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
o f  o u r  i d e a s .  It  i s  f r o m  t h i s  d o u b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  I w a n t  t o  t a l k  
t o  y o u  on  t h e  t h e m e  y o u  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d .  

I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  r e r e a d i n g  t h e  g r e a t  c l a s s i c  o n  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  w r i t t e n  a l o n g  t i m e  a g o  b y  a y o u n g  F r e n c h -  
m a n  c a l l e d  A l e x  de  T o q u e v i l l e .  In  1831 t w o  y o u n g  F r e n c h m e n ,  
De  T o c q u e v i l l e  a n d  G u s t a v e  B e a u m o n t ,  c a m e  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
f o r  a v i s i t .  T h e y  f e l t  t h a t  A m e r i c a  r e p r e s e n t e d  a g r e a t  h o p e  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e .  B u t  t h e y  a l s o  f e l t  i t  w a s  a g r e a t  l a b o r a t o r y  f r o m  w h i c h  
t h e  E u r o p e a n s  c o u l d  d e r i v e  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n  p r o b l e m s ,  
a n d  t h e y  c a m e  h e r e  t o  s t u d y  in  t h i s  l a b o r a t o r y .  T h e y  s t a y e d  f o r  8 
m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h e n  De  T o c q u e v i l l e  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  9 y e a r s . o f  h i s  l i f e  
m u l l i n g  o v e r  w h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  h e r e .  Ou t  o f  i t  c a m e  d e m o c r a c y  
in  A m e r i c a .  

You will find in it a classic chapter on "The Three Races in 
America, " the European, the Indians, and the African slaves. 
He felt that we had done a cruel thing to the Indians: in other parts 
of the new world they had been destroyed with the sword; we had 
done it in a subtler way--by "civilizing" them and by process of 
law, nevertheless we pretty much destroyed them. About the 
African slaves he had some other things to say that I shall come 
to soon. I have said that De Tocqueville came to America with a 
feeling of great hope, but he did not integrate it with his discussion 
of the three races, which seems to stand out from the rest. 

H i s  h o p e f u l n e s s  c a m e  f r o m  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  w e  in  A m e r i c a  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  g r e a t  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w h i c h  
t h e  E u r o p e a n s  w e r e  b o u n d  t o  f o l l o w .  H e  f e l t  a d e g r e e  o f  i n e v i t a b i l -  
i t y  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  h e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  w e  h a d  f o u n d  a w a y  of  c a r r y i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h o u t  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s ,  w i t h -  
ou t  v i o l e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  r e l i g i o u s  w a r s ,  w i t h o u t  r a c i a l  w a r s ,  w i t h o u t  
c l a s s  w a r s ,  a n d  h e  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  i t  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
E u r o p e  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e .  A s  a y o u n g  
a r i s t o c r a t ,  h e  r a t h e r  d r e a d e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h e  s a w  c o m i n g  in  
E u r o p e ,  a r e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  h e  f e l t  h a d  t o  c o m e .  B u t  a s  a s e n s i -  
t i v e  p e r s o n  w h o  c a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  l i f e  of  t h e  m i n d ,  h e  a l s o  h o p e d  
t h e  E u r o p e a n s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  i t  t h r o u g h  w i t h o u t  d e s t r u c -  
t i v e n e s s .  He  f e l t  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  in  A m e r i c a  h a d  p l a y e d  a v e r y  
c r u c i a l  r o l e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a f o r c e  w h i c h  k e p t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
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energies of the American people from turning in upon themselves 

destructively. 
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Here was a new country without an aristocracy, without 
therefore any code-making group that could tell the population as 
a whole, as the European aristocrats told their masses, what to 
do and how to do it. Here was a new country where the people 
themselves had to make the codes. Tocqueville felt that this could 
result in anarchy, and his feeling about religion in America was 
that it prevented the anarchy from arising. Religion was one of 
the ways in which codes were made and maintained. But he felt 
there was another rel~gion in America, even more important than 
the Church religions. He did not quite find a name for it, but he 
spent considerable time describing it. I have myself called it 
"Civic Religion. " Tocqueville was speaking of the American feel- 
ing of c o m m i t m e n t  to  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a f e e l i n g  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the  
l i fe  of t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a f e e l i n g  of r e s p e c t  fo r  the  f a b r i c  of 
p o l i t i c a l  and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i fe .  He found t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  in 
New E n g l a n d ,  but  he  found it t r u e  e l s e w h e r e  as  we l l .  W h e r e a s  in 
E u r o p e  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y  w e r e  d e e p l y  c o m m i t t e d  to t h e  f u s i o n  of 
c h u r c h  and s t a t e ,  T o c q u e v i l l e  no t ed  t ha t  in A m e r i c a  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  
r e s p e c t e d  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of c h u r c h  and  s t a t e .  T h e y  had  b e c o m e ,  
he  fe l t ,  i n f e c t e d  by  t h e  c l i m a t e  of op in ion  in t h e  c o u n t r y  as  a who le .  
He gave  t h i s  as  an  e x a m p l e  of wha t  M o n t e s q u i e u ,  h i s  g r e a t  t e a c h e r ,  
had  c a l l e d  " the  s p i r i t  of t he  law,  " and  the  ex ten t  to w h i c h  the  s p i r i t  
of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  the  n a t i o n  as  a w h o l e .  With g r e a t  
p r e s c i e n c e  T o c q u e v i l l e  saw how r a p i d l y  C a t h o l i c i s m  wou ld  g row 
in  A m e r i c a ,  but he  fe l t  a l s o  tha t  i t s  g r o w t h  w o u l d  be  m a i n t a i n e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  f r a m e w o r k  of the  s p i r i t  of A m e r i c a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

About  t h e  A m e r i c a n  N e g r o e s  T o c q u e v i l l e  f e a r e d  a g r e a t  
d i s a s t e r  a w a i t e d  us ,  t ha t  we  w o u l d  have  to pay  h e a v i l y  in r e a p i n g  
t h e  h a r v e s t  of wha t  w e  had  sown.  He though t  the  d i s a s t e r  w o u l d  
c o m e  a f t e r  t h e  s l a v e s  had  b e e n  f r e e d .  He s a i d  tha t  only  a f t e r  a 
p e o p l e  ge t s  i t s  f r e e d o m ,  on ly  a f t e r  it l e a r n s  t he  t a s t e  of a d i f f e r e n t  
l i fe ,  d o e s  it b e g i n  to m a k e  d e m a n d s  fo r  t o t a l  equa l i t y .  As  a r e s u l t  
of t h e s e  d e m a n d s  of t he  N e g r o e s  T o c q u e v i l l e  f o r e s a w  a b loody  
s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  b l a c k s  and  w h i t e s ,  one  tha t  w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  in 
t he  S o u t h e r n  S ta t e s  w h e r e  t he  s l a v e r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  s t r o n g e s t .  
T h i s  b l o o d y  s t r u g g l e  tha t  he  spoke  o f - - h e  r e a l l y  m e a n t  a b loody  
o n e - - h a s  not  t a k e n  p l a c e .  Yet  t h e  p r e s c i e n c e  w a s  t h e r e .  T h u s  
w e  s e e  how t h e  A m e r i c a n  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  in t he  e y e s  of 
p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  sub t l e  and  a c u t e  o b s e r v e r  of A m e r i c a n  l i fe  and  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
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I w a n t  t o  g i v e  a f e w  defir~. i t ions n o w  b e f o r e  I go  on .  I u s e  
" r a c e "  o n l y  f o r  t h e  b r o a d e s t  p o s s i b l e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p h y s i c a l  
a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  t h a t  i s ,  w h e n  w e  s p e a k  of  t h e  b l a c k s ,  t h e  w h i t e s ,  
t h e  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  O r i e n t a l s .  O u r  p r e s e n t  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  r a c e  i s  
s t i l l  in  a s e a r c h i n g  s t a t e ;  w e  s t i l l  do  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  " r a c e "  m e a n s .  
T h e  p r e s e n t  t e n d e n c y  i s  t o  t a l k  o f  i t  in  t e r m s  of  a c h e m i c a l  c o n -  
s t i t u e n t  in  b l o o d  t y p e - - t h a t  i t  h a s  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  do  a c t u a l l y  w i t h  
p h y s i o g e n o m y ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  l i t t l e  t o  do  w i t h  e i t h e r  i n f e r i o r i t y  o r  
s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r a i t s .  

I u s e  " s t o c k "  t o  i n d i c a t e  c e r t a i n  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h e  
w a y  t h e  a n t h r o p o m e t r i s t s  w o u l d  m e a s u r e  t h e m .  I u s e  " n a t i o n a l i t y "  
t o  m e a n  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n .  T h e r e  a r e  A m e r i c a n s  o f  v a r i o u s  
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  o r  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  c o m e  f r o m  
v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s .  In  t h a t  s e n s e  w e  a r e  o f  E n g l i s h ,  o r  I t a l i a n ,  o r  
P o l i s h ,  o r  J a p a n e s e  in  o r i g i n .  I u s e  " r e l i g i o n ,  " o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  
m e a n  t h e  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s - - t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  
J e w s ,  t h e  M u s l i m s ,  w h a t e v e r  e l s e  i t  m a y  b e .  A n d ,  I u s e  t h e  t e r m  
" e t h n i c  g r o u p "  a s  t h e  t e r m  w e  u s e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  m e a n  a c o m -  
b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o n c e p t s ,  u s u a l l y  b o t h  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n  a n d  
r e l i g i o n .  T h u s  t h e  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  I t a l i a n  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  
M e x i c a n  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  N e g r o ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  J e w s ,  t h e  
G e r m a n  J e w s ,  e v e n  t h e  N e g r o  J e w s  o r  J e w i s h  N e g r o e s .  

Y o u  p r o b a b l y  k n o w  t h e  g o l f  s t o r y  a b o u t  S a m m y  D a v i s ,  w h o  i s  
a J e w i s h  N e g r o .  T h e  m a n  h e  w a s  p l a y i n g  w i t h  s a i d ,  " S a m m y ,  
w h a t  i s  y o u r  h a n d i c a p ? ,  " a n d  S a m m y  a n s w e r s ,  " L o o k !  I a m  a 
N e g r o ,  I a m  a J e w ,  a n d  I h a v e  o n l y  o n e  e y e ,  a n d  y o u  a s k  m e  w h a t  
i s  m y  h a n d i c a p .  " I h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  w o n d e r e d  w h o  w o u l d  b e  t h e  
m o s t  e t h n i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - p e r h a p s  
a N e g r o - J e w i s h  w o m a n  w i t h  s o m e  I n d i a n - M e x i c a n  b l o o d  in  h e r .  
B u t  s h e  c o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  b u i l t - i n  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a d v e r s i t i e s  
i n  h e r  l i f e .  T h e  u n h a p p i e s t  p e r s o n  i s  a W A S P - - W h i t e  A n g l o -  
S a x o n  P r o t e s t a n t - - b e c a u s e  w h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s  t o  h i m  h e  m u s t  a t t r i -  
b u t e  t o  h i s  o w n  d e f e c t s  a n d  n o t  t o  a n y  m i n o r i t y  s t a t u s .  T h e s e  
" W a s p s "  t e n d  to  d e v e l o p  a s p e c i a l  n e u r o s i s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  m u s t  
a s s i g n  to  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n a d e q u a c y  w h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  p r o j e c t  u p o n  
t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  in  a n y  g r o u p .  O n e  o t h e r  t e r m .  W h e n  I s p e a k  of  
" c u l t u r e "  a n d  " s u b c u l t u r e ,  " I s p e a k  o f  A m e r i c a n  " c u l t u r e ,  " I 
m e a n  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a w h o l e .  A " s u b c u l t u r e "  m a y  
b e  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  e t h n i c  g r o u p .  



5 
N o w  a f e w  p e r s o n a l  w o r d s .  I h a v e  s p o k e n  of  de  T o c q u e v i l l e ' s  

A m e r i c a - - t h a t  of  1831 a t  t h e  t i m e  of  J a c k s o n .  I w a n t  t o  s a y  a f e w  
w o r d s  a b o u t  t h e  A m e r i c a  I w a s  b r o u g h t  to .  I w a s  b o r n  in  R u s s i a ,  
a n d  w a s  b r o u g h t  o v e r  a s  a 4 - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d ,  i n  1907.  It  w a s  a t  t h e  
h e i g h t  of  t h e  g r e a t  i m m i g r a t i o n  w a v e  a t  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  of  t h e  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  M y  f a t h e r  c a m e  o v e r  4 y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  e a r n  e n o u g h  t o  b r i n g  o v e r  t h e  r e s t  of  u s .  
H e  go t  a b o u t  $ 4 . 0 0  a w e e k  d u r i n g  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  a n d  in  h i s  
l a s t  y e a r  h e  w a s  m a k i n g  $ 1 2 . 0 0  a w e e k .  W e  c a m e  o v e r  on  s t e e r a g e ,  
o f  c o u r s e ;  I c a n  r e m e m b e r  b e d d i n g  d o w n  o n  t h e  f l o o r  a g a i n s t  w h a t -  
e v e r  f e w  p o s s e s s i o n s  w e  h a d .  We  w e r e  m e t  a t  E l l i s  I s l a n d  by  o u r  
r e l a t i v e s ,  a n d  w e r e  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r  c u l t u r e  o f  A m e r i c a .  
I t  w a s  a t r a g i c  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m a n y  i m m i g r a n t s  l i k e  t h i s  l i t t l e  
f a m i l y  of  o u r s .  S o m e d a y  I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  w r i t e  s o m e  of  m y  m e m o -  
r i e s  o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s .  

S o m e t h i n g  to  r e m e m b e r  i s  t h a t  m u c h  of  w h a t  h a s  g i v e n  t r a g i c  
d e p t h  to  A m e r i c a n  l i f e ,  a n d  m u c h  of  t h e  s t r u g g l e  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r -  
i z e s  t h e  w h o l e  o f  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  c o m e s  f r o m  t h i s  i m m i g r a n t  
e x p e r i e n c e .  I c a n  r e c a l l  t h e  c l e a v a g e  b e t w e e n  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  
f a m i l y  a s  I g r e w  u p  b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  s u b c u l t u r e  t h e y  
h a d  b r o u g h t  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  R u s s i a .  I w e n t  
t h r o u g h  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  s p e n t  5 y e a r s  a t  Y a l e .  I t  w a s  a c o l l e g e  
w i t h  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  g r e a t  g e n t i l i t y .  I s t u d i e d  m o s t l y  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a -  
t u r e .  I r e m e m b e r  b e i n g  t a k e n  a s i d e  t o w a r d  t h e  e n d  of  m y  s e n i o r  
y e a r  b y  o n e  of  m y  f a v o r i t e  p r o f e s s o r s .  H e  k n e w  t h a t  I w a n t e d  t o  
t e a c h  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  He  s a i d  t o  m e  
r a t h e r  s a d l y  b u t  q u i t e  c a n d i d l y ,  " I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  y o u  o u g h t  t o  go  on  
w i t h  t h i s ;  y o u  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  in  t h e  I v y  L e a g u e  
c o l l e g e s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e - - g i v e n  y o u r  o r i g i n ,  y o u r  r e l i g i o n - -  
y o u  a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a n  e a s y  t i m e .  I t  i s  g o i n g  to  b e  a r e a l  
s t r u g g l e .  I f  I w e r e  y o u  I w o u l d  n o t  t r y  i t ;  I w o u l d  t r y  s o m e t h i n g  
e l s e .  " I h e e d e d  h i m  (I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  I s h o u l d  h a v e )  s o  I w e n t  
o f f  t o  s o m e  o t h e r  t h i n g s - - t o  l a w  s c h o o l  a n d  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  i n  e c o -  
n o m i c s .  

T h i s  w a s  90 y e a r s  a f t e r  T o c q u e v i l l e .  I t  w a s  j u s t  40 y e a r s  a g o ,  
a n d  t h e  a n t i - J e w i s h  f e e l i n g  I h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  w a s  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  
I f  I m a y  j u m p  40 y e a r s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t r u e  n o w  
i n  a n y  A m e r i c a n  u n i v e r s i t y .  T h e r e  a r e  f e w  A m e r i c a n  c o l l e g e s  o f  
a n y  q u a l i t y  l e f t  w h i c h  s t i l l  h a v e  a t a b o o  o n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  a n d  
e t h n i c  m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y .  A c t u a l l y  t h e  J e w s  t o d a y  r e p r e -  
s e n t  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e .  A t  a 
t i m e  w h e n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  h u m a n i s t  e l i t e  i s  v e r y  m u c h  in  d e m a n d ,  a n d  
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a t  a t i m e  w h e n  A m e r i c a  m u s t  e i t h e r  w i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r a c e  o r  
r e s i g n  i t s e l f  to  a s e c o n d a r y  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  r o o m  
f o r  e t h n i c  t a b o o s .  W e  h a v e  g o n e  a l o n g  w a y ,  a t  l e a s t  in  t h a t  r e -  
s p e c t .  

N o w  a s  t h e  m a i n  p a r t  of  m y  t a l k ,  I s h a l l  s a y  w h a t  I a m  g o i n g  
t o  s a y  in  t h e  f o r m  of a s e r i e s  of p r o p o s i t i o n s .  

( i )  A m e r i c a  i s  a p l u r a l i s t i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n - - p l u r a l i s t i c  e t h n i c a l l y ,  
c u l t u r a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  of  o u r  g l o r y .  
W a l t  W h i t m a n  s a i d  " W e  a r e  n o t  j u s t  a n a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  a n a t i o n  o f  
n a t i o n s .  " I h o p e  w e  w i l l  r e m a i n  a n a t i o n  of  n a t i o n s .  

(2) M u c h  of  o u r  n a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h  c o m e s  f r o m  t h i s  p l u r a l i s m .  
Y o u  do  n o t  f i n d  in  A m e r i c a ,  a s  y o u  f i n d  in  s o  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  s t r a t a - - f i r s t ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  
o r i g i n a l l y  a n d  w e r e  c o n q u e r e d ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  t h e  c o n q u e r e r s .  T h e  
o n l y  c o n q u e r e d  in  o u r  s o c i e t y  a r e  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  
m a n y  of  t h e m  l e f t .  T h e  N e g r o e s  w e r e  c o n q u e r e d  in  a d i f f e r e n t  
w a y ;  t h e y  w e r e  b r o u g h t  h e r e  i n  c h a i n s ,  a n d  t h e y  s t i l l  f o r m  p a r t  o f  
t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s t r a t a .  I s a y  t h a t  m u c h  of  o u r  s t r e n g t h  d e r i v e s  
f r o m  t h i s  p l u r a l i s m  b e c a u s e  i t  s h o w s  b o t h  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o u r s e l v e s  
t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  b a s i c  t e s t  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  
A f t e r  a l l ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  b a s i c  t e s t ?  I t  i s  n o t  w h e t h e r  a h o m o g e n o u s  
p e o p l e  c a n  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t  m u r d e r i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ;  i t  i s  
w h e t h e r  a p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  n o t  h o m o g e n o u s  c a n  do  i t - - w h e t h e r  i t  c a n  
b e  d o n e  t h a t  w a y  i n  a c i t y  l i k e  New Y o r k  o r  C h i c a g o  o r  S a n  F r a n -  
c i s c o .  

I n  E u r o p e  t h i s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  t r u e .  T h e  w h o l e  o f  E u r o p e a n  
h i s t o r y  i s  a b l o o d - s o a k e d  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n ' s  i n h u m a n i t y  
t o  m a n ,  b r o t h e r  a g a i n s t  b r o t h e r  i n  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d  r a c i a l  
c o n f l i c t ,  e n d i n g  u p  w i t h  t h e  g e n o c i d e  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  J e w s  a t  t h e  
h a n d s  of  t h e  N a z i  r e g i m e .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  c l i m a x  of  t h e  l o n g  s t o r y  
o f  w h a t  w e  w o u l d  n o w  c a l l  t h e  l a c k  of  " c o n s e n s u s ,  " w h i c h  i s  n o w  
b e i n g  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  A f r i c a .  T h e  a m a z i n g  t h i n g  in  A m e r i c a  h a s  
b e e n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  c o n s e n s u s  b e t w e e n  v e r y  d i s p a r a t e  p e o p l e .  

A l s o ,  w e  a r e  s h o w i n g  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  w o r l d  h o w  w e  r e s o l v e  
t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  of  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  in  t h e  e r a  o f  
n u c l e a r  p o l i t i c s .  T h e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  w e  a r e  m a k i n g  a n d  s t o c k -  
p i l i n g  c a n n o t  be  u s e d .  W e  do  n o t  d a r e  s t o p  m a k i n g  t h e m ,  b u t  w e  
do  n o t  d a r e  u s e  t h e m ,  a n d  q u i t e  r i g h t l y ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  R u s s i a n s  do  
n o t  d a r e  u s e  t h e m .  T h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r u g g l e  
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b e t w e e n  t h e  W e s t e r n  p o w e r - c l u s t e r  a n d  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  p o w e r -  
c l u s t e r  i s  w h a t  I c a l l  p o l i t i c a l  w a r .  I t  i s  a s t r u g g l e  o f  a i d  a n d  
t r a d e ,  of  d i p l o m a c y  a n d  P e a c e  C o r p s ,  of  i d e a s  a n d  i d e a l s .  I t  i s  
a s t r u g g l e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  T h i s  p o l i t i c a l  w a r  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  f o r  
s o m e  t i m e  u n t i l  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  s o m e  k i n d  of  w o r l d  
p o l i c i n g  f o r c e  w h i c h  c a n  n a i l  d o w n  t h e  p e a c e .  U n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  w e  
h a v e  to  u s e  t h e  b e s t  w e a p o n s  w e  c a n  in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e .  In  
t h a t  s t r u g g l e  w e  a r e  b e i n g  t e s t e d  a n d  j u d g e d  a n d  v a l u e d  a l l  a r o u n d  
t h e  w o r l d  b y  t h e  k i n d  of  i m a g e  of  a l i v i n g  d e m o c r a c y  t h a t  w e  
p r e s e n t .  

W e  s p e a k  of  t h e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  a s  " c r e d i b l e "  w e a p o n s ,  w e  
s p e a k  of  o u r  d e t e r r e n t  a s  a " c r e d i b l e "  d e t e r r e n t .  I t  h a d  b e t t e r  b e  
c r e d i b l e :  t h e  o t h e r s  h a d  b e t t e r  b e l i e v e  in  i t .  Bu t  t h e r e  m u s t  a l s o  
b e  a c r e d i b l e  d e m o c r a c y ,  a c r e d i b l e  s o c i e t y .  T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  in  
t h e s e  p l u r a l i s t i c  t e r m s ,  w e  h a v e  t o l e r a b l y  m a d e  o u r  s o c i e t y  
c r e d i b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  a l o n g  w a y  t o  go .  

(3) W e  do n o t  h a v e  in  A m e r i c a  a n y  e x c l u s i v e  " A m e r i c a n  
s t o c k ,  " a s  a g a i n s t  " f o r e i g n  s t o c k .  " W e  s o m e t i m e s  t e n d  to  u s e  
t h e  t e r m s  " A m e r i c a n "  a n d  " f o r e i g n "  t o  s u g g e s t  d e g r e e s  of  r e c e n c y  
of  i m m i g r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  I h a v e  b e e n  h e r e  o n l y  
s i n c e  1907,  I f e e l  a s  d e e p l y  A m e r i c a n  a s  t h o s e  w h o s e  f a m i l i e s  
c a m e  o v e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 6 0 0 ' s .  I n  a p l u r a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y ,  w h e r e  
t h e r e  a r e  no  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of  w h e t h e r  o n e  i s  " A m e r i c a n "  d e p e n d s  n o t  u p o n  o r i g i n  b u t  u p o n  t h e  
w a y  o n e  h a s  l i v e d  a n d  t h e  k i n d  of c o m m i t m e n t  h e  h a s  m a d e .  

T h i s  r e c a l l s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  I h a d .  I w o r k e d  on  
o n e  of  M a r s h a l l  F i e l d ' s  n e w s p a p e r s  o n c e ,  a n d  I h a d  a c h a n c e  to  
s e e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  h i m .  I h e l p e d  h i m  on  a b o o k  a n d  s o  h e  m e n t i o n e d  
m e  in  t h e  F o r e w o r d .  A r e v i e w e r  on  o n e  of  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  n e w s -  
p a p e r s ,  n o t i c i n g  m y  n a m e  in  t h e  F o r e w o r d  u s e d  a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  s e n t e n c e .  He  s a i d  (I a m  p a r a p h r a s i n g ) :  

I t  i s  c u r i o u s  t h a t  M r .  L e r n e r  a n d  M r .  F i e l d  s h o u l d  
h a v e  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  t h i s  b o o k ,  c u r i o u s  b e c a u s e  w h e n  
M r .  F i e l d ' s  a n c e s t o r s  w e r e  m e r c h a n t  p r i n c e s  in  C h i c a g o ,  
M r .  L e r n e r ' s  a n c e s t o r s  w e r e  w a n d e r i n g  on  t h e  s t e p p e s  of  
R u s s i a .  M r .  L e r n e r  i s  a t r a n s i e n t  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  W e  
o u g h t  t o  m a k e  a d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  r e a l  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  h o t e l  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  j u s t  t r a n s i e n t  
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He a d d e d  tha t  he h i m s e l f ,  as  an  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c ,  w a s  a l s o  a t r a n s -  
i en t  gues t .  I d id  not  e x a c t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  I f e l t  a s  
m u c h  a p a r t  of t he  h o u s e  of A m e r i c a  as  a n y o n e  e l s e .  T h e  q u e s -  
t ion  of w h e t h e r  we a r e  A m e r i c a n ,  a s  I say ,  does  not  d e p e n d  on 
w h e n  we c a m e  h e r e .  As a n o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  i m m i g r a n t  h a s  put it ,  
"Who can  know A m e r i c a  who has  known on ly  A m e r i c a ? "  One 
n e e d s  a s t a n d a r d  of c o m p a r i s o n ,  and  wi th  it one can  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s - - t h e  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m ,  t he  t o l e r a n c e ,  the  a c c e p t a n c e ,  
l i f e - c h a n c e s .  When  I s ay  t h e n  tha t  t h e r e  a r e  no A m e r i c a n s ,  I a m  
r e a l l y  s a y i n g  tha t  the c o n c e p t  of " A m e r i c a n i s m "  is  e t h n i c a l l y  a 
s h a k y ,  p u z z l i n g  and  q u e s t i o n a b l e  c o n c e p t .  It  a p p l i e s  on ly  if  you  
a r e  t a l k i n g  of g e n u i n e  c o m m i t m e n t  to A m e r i c a .  

(4} The  i m m i g r a t i o n  quo tas  tha t  we  b e g a n  to adop t  in t h e  
1920 ' s ,  and  tha t  a r e  s t i l l  on the  s t a t u t e  books ,  a r e  i r r e v e l a n t  to 
any  m e a n i n g f u l  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  app ly  to c o u n -  
t r y  of o r i g i n .  T h e y  w e r e  se t  in  s u c h  a w a y  tha t  t hey  w o u l d  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  E a s t  E u r o p e  and o t h e r s ,  and  
wou ld  f a v o r  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  W e s t  E u r o p e .  I a g r e e  wi th  t h e  n e -  
c e s s i t y  f o r  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  p u r e l y  n u m e r i c a l  t e r m s .  
T h e r e  is  a l i t t l e  book  by the  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y  c a l l e d  "A 
Na t ion  of I m m i g r a n t s ,  " w h i c h  t a k e s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  in t h e  
t e r m s  tha t  I a m  d e s c r i b i n g .  We can  d e c i d e  to t ake  so m a n y  i m m i -  
g r a n t s  e a c h  y e a r ,  but  t h e  t e s t  of who s h o u l d  be  a d m i t t e d  in t ha t  
n u m b e r  shou ld  not  be a t e s t  of what  c o u n t r y  t h e y  c a m e  f r o m ,  o r  
wha t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  i s ,  o r  wha t  t h e i r  c o l o r  is .  It s h o u l d  be ,  f i r s t ,  
a t e s t  of t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  and  c a p a c i t y ;  s e c o n d ,  of 
t h e i r  s k i l l s  as  a g a i n s t  t he  s k i l l s  we need;  t h i r d ,  in t e r m s  of t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r  and  c o m m i t m e n t .  

(5} A new A m e r i c a n  s t o c k  is  e m e r g i n g ,  s lowly ,  but  e m e r g i n g .  
W h e n  I s a y  th i s  I m e a n  tha t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
a m o n g  the  v a r i o u s  e thn ic  g r o u p s  a r e  n a r r o w i n g .  M o r e  and  m o r e  
we f ind  o u r s e l v e s  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  wha t  m a y  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  a 
m o r e  h o m o g e n o u s  s t o c k  in p h y s i c a l  t e r m s ,  t han  what  we  h a v e  a t  
t he  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  Th i s  is  a r e s u l t  p a r t l y  of i n t e r m a r r i a g e  and  
i n t e r b r e e d i n g ,  p a r t l y  of c l i m a t e  and d ie t  and  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s .  
F r a n z  Boas ,  the  g r e a t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  did a f a m o u s  s tudy  o n t h e  sons  
and  d a u g h t e r s  of i m m i g r a n t s  a f t e r  the  f a m i l i e s  had  b e e n  h e r e  f o r  
s o m e  t i m e .  He found tha t  even  in p h y s i c a l  t e r m s  t h e y  had  m a r k e d l y  
c h a n g e d .  Add  the  i m p a c t  of the  s p r e a d  of i n t e r m a r r i a g e ,  and  the  
r e s u l t  is  t ha t  we a r e  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  wha t  we  m a y  u l t i m a t e l y  s o m e -  
day ca l l  an  A m e r i c a n  s tock .  
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Y e t  I w o u l d  s a y - - a n d  t h i s  i s  m y  s i x t h  p r o p o s i t i o n - - t h a t  w e  a r e  
s t i l l  a p l u r a l i s t i c  n a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  r e m a i n  t h a t  w a y  a l o n g  t i m e .  W e  
p r o b a b l y  h a v e  a n  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  c u l t u r e s  w h i c h  do  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
s a m e  d e g r e e  o f  p l u r a l i s m ,  t h e  s a m e  r i c h n e s s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  b i o l o g i -  
c a l  s t r e n g t h  to  d r a w  u p o n  a s  of  c u l t u r a l  s t r e n g t h .  E a c h  of  t h e  
i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  t h a t  c a m e  to  t h i s  c o u n t r y  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
w a s  l i k e  a r i v e r  c a r r y i n g  i t s  o w n  c u l t u r a l  f r e i g h t a g e  i n t o  t h e  c o m -  
m o n  s e a  o f  A m e r i c a n  l i f e .  T h i s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  r i c h n e s s ,  
h a d  l e a d  t o  c r e a t i v e n e s s  in  A m e r i c a n  l i f e .  If  y o u  t a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  to  S p a i n  s i n c e  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h e n  i t  c h o s e  
t o  e x p e l  s o m e  o f  i t s  m o s t  c r e a t i v e  s t o c k  a n d  i f  y o u  c o m p a r e  i t  w i t h  
w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  to  A m e r i c a ,  y o u  g e t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  of  t h e  c o n s e -  
q u e n c e s  t h a t  h a s  f l o w e d  f r o m  t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o u r s .  

(7) I t  i s  n o t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  
b e c o m e  a s s i m i l a t e d .  I do  n o t  b e l i e v e  in  A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  
s e n s e  o f  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  I s r a e l  Z a n g w i l l  o n c e  w r o t e  a b o o k  c a l l e d  
" T h e  M e l t i n g  P o t ,  " a n d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  w e  f e l t  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  
s h o u l d  go in  t o  t h e  m e l t i n g  p o t  a n d  b e c o m e  " A m e r i c a n i z e d .  " T h e  
b e s t  t h i n k i n g  t o d a y  d o e s  n o t  go  a l o n g  w i t h  t h a t .  W e  t e n d  to  t h i n k  
t o d a y  t h a t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  A m e r i c a n  o u g h t  t o  b e  a m e m b e r  of  t h e  
l a r g e r  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  a l s o  r e t a i n  h i s  s e n s e  
o f  i d e n t i t y  i n  h i s  s u b c u l t u r e ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  b e .  I n s t e a d  of  a s s i m i l a -  
t i o n  w e  n o w  s p e a k  of  i n t e g r a t i o n .  

I m a y  g i v e  a n  e x a m p l e  of  w h a t  I m e a n .  I s a i d  a m o m e n t  a g o  
t h a t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  I f e l t  a s e n s e  of  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  m y s e l f  a n d  
m y  f a m i l y .  I do  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  h e a l t h y .  I w a s  m o v i n g  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e m ,  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  r o o t s  I h a d  in  t h e i r  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n ,  I 
w a n t e d  t o  p u t  r o o t s  d o w n  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ;  t h a t  
m u c h  w a s  r i g h t .  B u t  to  p u t  r o o t s  d o w n  in  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s o i l  d i d  
n o t  m e a n  t h a t  I h a d  to  t e a r  up  t h e  r o o t s  I h a d  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of  m y  
f a t h e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  of  t h o s e  w h o  t o r e  u p  t h e i r  r o o t s  a n d  
f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a l i e n a t e d ,  t o r n  a w a y ,  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  e m p t i n e s s - -  
a n d  w h o  f e l t  b r u i s e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e  e x p e r i e n c e .  A g o o d  m a n y  of  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  of  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  in  A m e r i c a  c o m e  e i t h e r  f r o m  t h e s e  
c o n f l i c t s  o r  f r o m  t h e  l a c k  of  g e n u i n e  r o o t s .  A s  I w e n t  on ,  g o i n g  
b a c k  t o  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  i t s  c u l t u r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i -  
t i o n ,  I f o u n d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  to  m y  w h o l e  g e n e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  
a n  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r i a n s  r e c o g n i z e  a s  c h a r a c -  
t e r i z i n g  m a n y  of  t h e  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n - - i n  m y  o w n  c a s e  s e c o n d  
g e n e r a t i o n ,  b u t  m o s t l y  t h e  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n .  
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I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a s s i m i l a t i o n  a n d  
i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  a c r u c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  f o r  a l l  of  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  I t  
i s  t r u e  o f  S c a n d i n a v i a n  A m e r i c a n s ,  P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n s ,  I r i s h  A m e r -  
i c a n s ,  a n d  J e w i s h  A m e r i c a n s .  

W h e n  w e  s p e a k  of  N e g r o  " i n t e g r a t i o n ,  " w e  u s e  t h e  t e r m  i n  a 
s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e .  B u t  I h o p e  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  w e  w i l l  b e  
u s i n g  i t  i n  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e .  If  I w e r e  a N e g r o  I s h o u l d  w a n t  v e r y  
m u c h  to  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p r i v i l e g e s ,  r i g h t s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s  a l l  
o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s .  B u t  I s h o u l d  n o t  w a n t  t o  a b a n d o n  m y  o w n  s u b -  
c u l t u r e .  I s h o u l d  n o t  w a n t  t o  t e a r  u p  t h e  r o o t s  t h a t  I h a v e  in  t h e  
s o i l  of  m y  N e g r o  a n c e s t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n .  T h e  t r o u b l e  
i s  t h a t  t h e  N e g r o  t o d a y  i s  h a v i n g  t o  f i g h t  s o  h a r d  f o r  e q u a l  o p p o r -  
t u n i t i e s  t h a t  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  h e  h a s  b e c o m e  a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  h i s  o w n  
c u l t u r e .  H e  is  s t i l l  r e c o g n i z a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s k i n  b u t  h e  h a s  
b e c o m e  a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  h i s  c u l t u r e .  

(8) In  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  J e w s  t h e r e  i s  a v e r y  g e n u i n e  d a n g e r  of  
t h e i r  e x t i n c t i o n  a s  a s u b c u l t u r e  i n  A m e r i c a .  M a n y  J e w i s h  l e a d e r s  
a r e  d e e p l y  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  i t .  I a m  n o t .  I h a v e  t h e  s e n s e  of  m y  
i d e n t i t y  a s  a J e w .  I t  i s  t h e  w i n d o w  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  I l o o k  o u t  a t  t h e  
l a r g e r  h o u s e  of  A m e r i c a n  l i f e  a n d  t h o u g h t .  B u t  w h i l e  I do  n o t  h a v e  
t h e s e  w o r r i e s  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h o s e  w h o  do .  T h e y  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  
t h a t  6 m i l l i o n  of  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  t h i r t i e s  a n d  f o r t i e s .  T h e y  k n o w  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a g r e a t  m u r d e r -  
o u s n e s s  t o w a r d  t h e m  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  do  n o t  l i k e  
t o  f e e l  t h a t ,  t h r o u g h  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  
J e w i s h  f a i t h ,  t h e y  f a c e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x t i n c t i o n  of  t h e  J e w i s h  c o m -  
m u n i t y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  C a t h o l i c s  a r e  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a 
g o o d  d e a l  of  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  r u l e s .  T h e  
J e w s  do  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  k i n d  of  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t r o l .  T h e y  h a v e  t o  r e l y  
u p o n  s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a c e r t a i n  c o n t i n u i n g  
d e g r e e  o f  c o h e s i v e n e s s .  F u n d a m e n t a l l y  I do  n o t  m y s e l f  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  a v o i d a n c e  of  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  i s  a c r u c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  
c o n t i n u a n c e  of  t h e  s e n s e  of  i d e n t i t y .  T o  m e  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  i s  a 
p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  h o r i z o n s  of  o u r  w o r l d .  It  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
A m e r i c a n  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  a n d  I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  
of  i d e n t i t y  w i l l  n o w  h a v e  to  be  a p r o b l e m  t h a t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  t o  
f a c e .  He  h a s  t o  f i n d  h i s  r o o t s  w h e r e  h e  c a n ,  a n d  h e  m u s t  n o t  f e e l  
t h a t  h e  h a s  t o r n  t h o s e  r o o t s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  f r e e d o m  of  
m a r r i a g e  c h o i c e  w h i c h  i s  o n e  of  t h e  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  A m e r i c a .  

(9) I n o w  c o m e  t o  a n o t h e r  p r o b l e m ,  o f  c r e a t i v e n e s s .  A g o o d  
p a r t  of  t h e  c r e a t i v e n e s s  in  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
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e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  m i l i t a r y  l i fe  in  A m e r i c a  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  
q u a l i t i e s  t ha t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  to  t h i s  c o u n t r y  by the  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  
f r o m  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  and  by t he  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  of t he  c u l t u r e s  and  
t h e  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  of t h e  s t o c k s .  T a k e  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s .  
The "Protestant ethic" in the sense of the Calvinist tradition of 
salvation by "vocation" or calling--what you choose to do with your 
life as shown by the proofs or witness of your life--this Protestant 
ethic is integral to American culture. In the sense of self-dicipline, 
in the dignity of work, in the role it has played in the building of the 
structure of business enterprize, the Protestant ethic has become 
a part of the spirit of American institutions. It has recently been 
suggested that we have lost the basic characteristics of the 
Protestant ethic. I think this may be so. Hence, one of the themes 
in my own writing is that the most valuable elements of this ethic 

must be recaptured. 

2 0 9  

I f e e l  d e e p l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  we h a v e  l o s t  o u r  s e n s e  of t h e  
m e a n i n g  of  w o r k .  We now t a l k  and  t h i n k  in  t e r m s  of t he  " job .  " 
T h e  job  i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  t r y  to  ge t  a s  m u c h  f o r  as  you  can ,  to  g ive  
a s  l i t t l e  to  a s  y o u  can ,  to  ge t  a w a y  f r o m  as  s o o n  as  y o u  a r e  t h r o u g h .  
T h a t  i s  t h e  job .  W o r k  is  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t .  W o r k  is  s o m e -  
t h i n g  you  do b e c a u s e  y o u  c o u l d  no m o r e  h e l p  d o i n g  i t  t h a n  y o u  c o u l d  
h e l p  b r e a t h i n g .  I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  f u l f i l l s  you ,  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  
w h i c h  y o u  do no t  k e e p  a t i m e  c lock ,  s o m e t h i n g  to  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  
a c o m m i t m e n t .  W o r k  h a d  t h i s  m e a n i n g  o n c e  in t he  P r o t e s t a n t  e t h i c ,  
a n d  we l o s t  i t .  We n e e d  to f ind  i t  a g a i n .  

The great creativeness of the Catholics in America has been 
the human warmth that some of the Catholic groups--the Italians, 
the Irish and others--have brought with them, as against the dour- 
ness of the Calvinist strain. It includes political skills they brought 
with them, the sense of continuity they have in their religious tra- 
dition, their sense of the family as a web and of society as a web. 
These are very valuable in the whole American tradition. 

T h e  c r e a t i v e n e s s  of t h e  J e w s  in  t u r n  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
T h o r s t e i n  V e b l e n  f r o m  w h o m  I l e a r n e d  a good  dea l ,  h a s  an  e s s a y  
c a l l e d  " T h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  P r e - e m i n e n c e  of t h e  J e w s  in  W e s t e r n  
E u r o p e ,  " in  w h i c h  he  a s k s  a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n :  

Why  i s  i t  t ha t  a p e o p l e  w h o s e  n u m b e r s  a r e  so  s m a l l ,  
in  t e r m s  of  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r s ,  and  who h a v e  b e e n  d r i v e n  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  so  p e r s i s t e n t l y  by p e r s e c u t i o n ,  h a v e  
a c h i e v e d  p o s i t i o n s  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r e - e m i n e n c e  in W e s t e r n  
E u r o p e  ? 



210 12 

The  a n s w e r  he g i v e s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  one.  He s a y s  tha t  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e i r  p e r s e c u t i o n  t h e y  have  been  m a r g i n a l  peop l e  in e a c h  c u l t u r e - -  
both in and  of the  c u l t u r e  and ye t  not  of it, on ly  on the  m a r g i n  of it .  
B e c a u s e  t hey  h a v e  b e e n  m a r g i n a l  peop l e  t h e y  have  had  a doub le  
ang le  of v i s i on .  T h e y  have  had  the  ang le  of v i s i o n  both  of t h e i r  own 
long  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  as  the  P e o p l e  of the  Book  and  of t h e i r  
t r a g i c  h i s t o r y .  But a l so ,  t hey  have  had  the  a n g l e  of v i s i o n  of the  
c u l t u r e  in w h i c h  t h e y  have  s e t t l e d  and of w h i c h  t h e y  have  b e c o m e  
an i n t e g r a l  p a r t .  F r o m  th i s  double  ang le  of v i s i o n  t hey  h a v e  b e e n  
ab le  to s e e  t h i n g s  wi th  a g r e a t e r  d e t a c h m e n t  t han  s o m e  of the  o t h e r s  
h a v e .  

This is Veblen's explanation. I find it on the whole not bad. 
I think tha~ they have also had scars, resulting from persecutions, \ 
alienation, the sense of enstrangement from the majority cultures. 
The creativeness, I think, has been real. It has come partly from 
this marginal man aspect, and partly from having been part of the 
tradition of the life of the mind. May I say here as a footnote, that 
the two great traditions of the life of the mind in America were the 
tradition of the Puritans and the tradition of the Jews, both of whom 
came here as People of the Book. 

A good part of American history has been one in which the life 
of the mind has not been respected. There have been long stretches 
in America of anti-intellectualism, as witnessed by Richard 
Hofstadter's book "Anti-intellectualism in American Life. " It is 
worth reading because it traces the sources from which this anti- 
intellectualism sprang, the points at which it grew. Recently we 
have had to move away from anti-intellectualism toward a greater 
concern for the life of the mind. We no longer talk--as we talked 
only a decade ago or 15 years ago--of "eggheads" with contemp 
and derision. We now seek them out. Every President has to ask 
himself whether he has enough eggheads around in the White House. 
We depopulate whole university campuses and bring them there. 
May I say that even the Secretary of Defense has his own group of 
eggheads around him, about whom there are diverse opinions, as I 
understand it, in some of the strata of the defense services. 

What has happened in American life, as what has happened 
elsewhere, is that we have found out that even a democracy has to 
have elites. I go back here to Thomas Jefferson who, in a letter to 
John Adams, said that no democracy like America could survive 
unless it could develop (and I quote) "an aristocracy of virtue and 
talent" note, he did not say a privileged aristocracy, not an 
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a r i s t o c r a c y  of  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  o r  r e l i g i o n ,  of  w e a l t h  o r  h e r e d i t y  o r  
b l o o d  o r  d e s c e n t ,  b u t  of  v i r t u e  a n d  t a l e n t - - t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  o f  c h a r -  
a c t e r  a n d  a b i l i t y .  

W e  a r e  n o w  d e v e l o p i n g  t w o  t y p e s  of  e l i t e .  O n e  I c a l l  t h e  
c o m m a n d i n g  e l i t e :  I m e a n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  g r o u p s  w h o  h a v e  p o s i t i o n s  
o f  p o w e r ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  i n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  in  c o r -  
p o r a t i o n s  o r  t r a d e  u n i o n s  o r  w h e r e v e r  e l s e .  T h e  o t h e r  I c a l l  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e s - - t h o s e  w h o  d e a l  w i t h  s c i e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  w o r d ,  
w i t h  i d e a s .  It  i s  i m p o r t a n t  in  a d e m o c r a c y  t h a t  we  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  
b o t h ,  a n d  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  d e s p i s e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  h o s p i t a b l e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  a c c e p t  
a n d  r e s p e c t  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w o r k  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  It  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  b o t h  of  t h e s e  e l i t e s  s h o u l d  n e v e r  t e a r  u p  t h e  r o o t s  t h a t  t h e y  
h a v e  in  t h e  s o i l  of  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  c o m e .  

I come now to the end of what I wanted to say. I have tried 

to indicate a series of propositions of what I thought were strengths, 

some of the problems came from this pluralistic culture and the 
subcultures of ours. I would also like to indicate now some of the 

decisiveness in American life which flows from our failure to 

resolve the problems of living together. 

W e  h a v e ,  I t h i n k ,  p r e t t y  w e l l  r e s o l v e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  of  s e p a r a -  
t i o n  of  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a t e .  W e  h a v e  a d o u b l e  w a l l  of  s e p a r a t i o n - - a t  
o n e  e n d  t h e  s t a t e  m u s t  n o t  t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  a n d  a t  
t h e  o t h e r  e n d  t h e  c h u r c h e s  m u s t  n o t  t r y  t o  i n t r u d e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  
n o n r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  It i s  c r u c i a l  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  b o t h  t h e s e  
w a l l s  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a t e .  S o m e  of  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  
a r i s e  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we  w o n ' t  a l w a y s  l i v e  up  to  t h a t .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  s e r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  in  A m e r i c a .  
W e  h a v e  a h i s t o r y  o f  a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  19 th  c e n -  
t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  K n o w - N o t h i n g  m o v e m e n t .  W e  h a v e  a h i s t o r y  of  
a n t i - S e m i t i s m  t h a t  I s p o k e  of  a w h i l e  a g o .  T h e r e  w a s  a p e r i o d  in  
o u r  l i v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  r i s e  o f  H i t l e r  t o  p o w e r  in  E u r o p e ,  
b e f o r e  w e  g o t  i n v o l v e d  in  t h a t  s h o w d o w n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  G e r m a n s  
a n d  t h e  J a p a n e s e ,  w h e n  I h a d  r e a l  d o u b t s  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  f u t u r e  
of  t h e  J e w s  i n  A m e r i c a  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a v e r y  d a r k  o n e - - r e a l  d o u b t s  
a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  s h a d o w  of  H i t l e r i s m  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c a s t  u p o n  s o  
m u c h  o f  E u r o p e  m i g h t  n o t  a l s o  b e  c a s t  u p o n  A m e r i c a .  

22 5 



ZlZ 
14 

T o d a y ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h o s e  d o u b t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e s o l v e d .  A n t i -  
C a t h o l i c i s m  h a s  a l m o s t  v a n i s h e d .  M r .  K e n n e d y ' s  e l e c t i o n  w a s  n o t  
o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  s h o w i n g  t h a t  a C a t h o l i c  c o u l d  b e  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t .  
It  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  in  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  h e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  h i s  
h i g h  o f f i c e .  T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  m a n y  d o u b t s  a s  t o  h o w  a C a t h o l i c  i n  
t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  w o u l d  b e h a v e  in  t e r m s  of  h i s  C a t h o l i c  a l l e g i a n c e ,  
a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a l l e g i a n c e  w o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  p o l i t i c a l  i m -  
p l i c a t i o n s .  O n e  of  t h e  t r i u m p h s  of  M r .  K e n n e d y ' s  t e n u r e  o f  h i s  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  o f f i c e  w a s  t h a t  h e  s h o w e d  t h a t  o n e  c o u l d  b e  a C a t h o l i c  
in  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  w i t h  no  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  C a t h o l i c i s m .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  h a s  n o w  b e e n  s e t t l e d ,  j u s t  a s  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
b r e a k i n g  of  t h e  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  t a b o o  w i l l  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  t o  b r e a k  t h e  
a n t i - J e w i s h  t a b o o .  I t h i n k  i t  w i l l  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  a J e w  i n  t h e  
W h i t e  H o u s e  at  s o m e  p o i n t .  It  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  r e a l m  of  p o l i t i c a l  
i m a g i n a t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w i l l  e v e r  b e  a N e g r o  in  t h e  W h i t e  
H o u s e ,  b u t  i t  i s  i n  no  s e n s e  e x c l u d e d .  I t  i s  l a r g e l y  a q u e s t i o n  of  
t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  r o l e  of  t h e  N e g r o e s  i n  b o t h  of  t h e  e l i t e s  I h a v e  
m e n t i o n e d .  At  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  of  t h e m  
in  t h e  c o m m a n d i n g  e l i t e .  

O n e  o t h e r  t h i n g  h a s  h e l p e d  in  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
p r o b l e m  p o l i t i c a l l y - - r e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  V a t i c a n  i t s e l f .  O n e  of  t h e  
g r e a t  m e n  of  m o d e r n  h i s t o r y  w a s  P o p e  J o h n  XXIII ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
P a u l  VI.  T h e  r e v o l u t i o n  in  t h e  V a t i c a n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  r e v o l u -  
t i o n s  o f  o u r  t i m e .  T h e  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  t u s s l i n g  
w i t h  a n u m b e r  o f  p r o b l e m s - - t h a t  of r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m  i n s i d e  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  of  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of  p o w e r  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  t h a t  of  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  t e r m s  of  m a r r i a g e  a n d  of  c o n t r a -  
c e p t i o n ,  t h a t  of  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  t o w a r d  t h e  J e w s  on  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of  d e i c i d e .  In  a l l  t h e s e  w a y s  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a m o d e r n i z a -  
t i o n  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h i n  C a t h o l i c i s m  w h i c h  h a s ,  I t h i n k ,  p r e t t y  m u c h  
d i s p o s e d  of  t h e  p r o b l e m  of a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m .  

S o m e t h i n g  h a s  h a p p e n e d  in  p l a c e  of t h e s e  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  W i l l  
H e n b e r g  c a l I s  " t h e  t h r e e - r e l i g i o n  c u l t u r e .  " I t  i s  a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  c o n c e p t - - t h a t  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  e m e r g i n g  in  A m e r i c a  i s  n o t  a s t a t e  
r e l i g i o n  b u t  an  a l m o s t  o f f i c i a l  n o n s t a t e  t r i a d  of  r e l i g i o n s .  W e  n o w  
h a v e  a t r i f l e  c u l t u r e  of  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  a n d  J u d a i s m .  
In  i d e a l  t e r m s  t h e r e  i s  t o l e r a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e m ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  d o e s  
n o t  a l w a y s  w o r k  ou t .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a m o v e m e n t  w i t h i n  e a c h  of  
t h e  t h r e e ,  e v e n  in  t h e o l o g i c a l  t e r m s ,  t o w a r d  a c e r t a i n  c o n s e n s u s .  
I t  i s  a m o v e m e n t  t h a t  h a s  s o m e  of  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  o f  e a c h  of  t h e s e  
t h r e e  f a i t h s  a l i t t l e  d i s h e a r t e n e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  
b e  s h a r p e r  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  of  d o g m a  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  B u t  i t  i s  a v e r y  
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interesting thing for me to observe, because as I think back to 
what I was saying awhile ago about de Tocqueville, and reflect that 
we are in effect developing in America a new civic religion, there 
again it makes de Tocqueville~s insight a remarkable one. If he 
was right in saying that the continuance of our democracy would 
depend upon building a civic religion, I think we are achieving it. 

Just a few words now on something I have kept for the end. 
because it is so important. It has to do with civil rights movement 
and the place of the Negro in American life. There has been con- 
tinued discrimination toward the Negro. The civil rights struggle 
is an effort to resolve that discrimination and to end it. I want to 
suggest a point of view toward the civil rights struggle which is not 
usually given in the press. I suggest that the violence of the civil 
rights struggle--violence which perhaps could not have been avoided, 
for the struggle is a crucial one--is due only partly to the fact that 
the Negroes live in poverty and the slums. This is the usual liberal 
interpretation. Presumably if we were to do away with poverty and 
the slums we would be able to resolve the civil rights struggle. I 
do not believe it. I think we have to do away with poverty and the 
slums for many human reasons, both for poor Negroes and poor 
whites. But the problem is a much more radical one. The real 
struggle arises from the fact that the Negroes have begun for the 
first time in our history to win their rights. It arises as it were 
from the improvement in conditions. As the conditions improve 
there are rising expectations that the gap between where they are 
now and where they must eventually go--that gap will have to be 
bridged. In other words, as long as I am kept in subjection I may 
in part and for a time habituate myself to it. But once I begin 
getting my partial rights I can no longer tolerate not.having the rest 

of them. 

This is where we are in America today. The result is that the 
slow improvement in the conditions of Negroes, however important, 
i s  no t  go ing  to  end  the  s t r u g g l e .  L e t  u s  f a c t  i t :  t h e  s t r u g g l e  wi l l  
c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  N e g r o  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  on a c o m p l e t e  e q u a l i t y ,  l e g a l  
and  de f ac to ,  w i th  wh i t e  A m e r i c a n s .  I a m  s p e a k i n g  no t  of h i s  
p r i v a t e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  bu t  of h i s  p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n .  I c a n n o t  
i m a g i n e  why it s h o u l d  be any  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  of t he  w h i t e s  in 
any  p a r t  of t he  c o u n t r y .  

T o  m e  t he  o u t l o o k  of a y o u n g  N e g r o  A m e r i c a n  t oday ,  w h e t h e r  
in  the  Sou th  o r  in  t he  N o r t h ,  i s  v e r y  b l e a k .  T r u e ,  he h a s  b e e n  
g e t t i n g  s o m e  of t he  t h i n g s  he  h a s  w a n t e d ;  he  h a s  a b e t t e r  job  t h a n  
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h e  h a s  r i s i n g  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,  h e  h a s  a b e t t e r  h o u s e  t o  
h e  m a y  h a v e  s o m e w h a t  b e t t e r  s c h o o l i n g  a n d  m e d i c a l  f a c i l -  

B u t  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  h a v e .  H e  f e e l s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s e n s e  of  e n s t r a n g e -  
m e n t  f r o m  t h e  c u l t u r e  t h a t  d e n i e s  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  h i m ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  h e  f i n d s  in  A f r i c a  t h a t  h i s  f e l l o w  N e g r o e s  h a v e  
b e e n  a b l e  to  w i n  t h e i r  f r e e d o m  a n d  s e t  u p  n e w  g o v e r n m e n t s  a s  t h e  
r e s u l t  of s t r u g g l e .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  he  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  go  on .  

I want to interpret this in terms of a basic concept that I have 

about American life. Here if you will allow me I want to get a little 
autobiographical. I was coming back from a trip to the Middle 

East about 7 or 8 years ago. I stopped off in Warsaw. I wanted to 

see an Iron Curtain Country--at that time I could not get into Russia. 
I spent a little time in Warsaw with some of the Polish journalists, 
intellectuals and professors. They had a meeting for me. 

I remember the Chairman got up and he said, "Mr. Lerner, 
you have written this big book on American civilization. Could you 
tell us in a single word what is the essence of American civiliza- 
tion?" I said, "This is a book of a thousand pages and you want me 
to distill it into one word. " He said, "That is right, in one word, 
what is American Civilization?" Have you ever had anyone throw 
that at you? 

I thought hard and fast. What is it? Is it freedom? Is it 
equality? Is it democracy? Is it tolerance? Is it decency? Is it 
dynamism? Of course, it was all of these. But suddenly I heard 
myself saying "access. " The Chairman laughed. He said, "Mr. 
Lerner, we have heard of American success, but we have not 
heard of American access. " I said, "You see, we have a Declara- 

tion of Independence which says 'that all men are born free and 
equal'. I hope we are all born free and will remain free. But we 
are not born equal. We are born very unequal. We are born with 
unequal potential, and unequal abilities. Every school teacher 
knows this, every employer knows it, every Army commander 
knows it, every parent knows it. I have six children of my own 
and every one of them was born unequal. They have unequal abil- 
ities and potentials. But we have the notion in America that there 
ought to be equal access to equal opportunity so that everyone of 
these unequally born ~oungsters will get a chance to develop his 
unequal abilities to the full. In that sense access is the heart of 
the American experience. " 
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As I said, we were brought over here, my brothers and sisters 
and I, in 1907. Why did my parents come here? They had heard 
that the paving stones in America were made of gold, but that was 
not why they came here--to get rich. They came here so that 
their children could breathe freer air. Mostly they came here so 
that their children could have a chance at a chance. I have had 
that--an equal chance at an equal chance. My children are having 
it now. May I say that I will not rest content until every American 
youngster has the same chance that I have had and that my children 
are having. I do not often get angry, but I must say I do get angry 
when I find doors of opportunity that are open for some youngsters 
slammed in the face of others, when I find road blocks on the road 
to some that do not exist for others. 

When some people tell me that this is part of the tragic condi- 
tion in life, I say to them "No, do not demean the word 'tragedy' 
that way. " I say to them that tragedy is something deep and noble, 
part of the very constitution of the universe. We will never do 
away with tragedy. I tell my students that tragedy is going to hit 
every one of them, just as it hit me. The difference between peo- 
ple is that tragedy destroys some while it deepens others. 

Tragedy is part of the constitution of the universe both in the 

life of individuals and in the life of nations. But there is a differ- 

ence between the tragic and the pathetic. Pathos is man made, 
and because it is man made it can be man resolved. Poverty is 
pathetic, not tragic. Slums are pathetic, not tragic. Religious 
b i g o t r y  i s  p a t h e t i c ,  not  t r a g i c .  R a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  is p a t h e t i c ,  
not  t r a g i c .  The  l a c k  of a c c e s s  f o r  s o m e  A m e r i c a n s ,  w h e n  o t h e r s  
have  a c c e s s ,  i s  p a t h e t i c ,  not  t r a g i c .  

I give you a country of possibility, in which we can resolve 

some of these things. People say to me, "Are you optimistic or 

pessimistic about the future ?" I say, "Look, this is not a question 
of whether I am bullish or berish ,on Wall Street. I am neither an 

optimist nor a pessimist about the future: I am a possibilist. " 

I believe it is possible for us to fulfill the vision we had 

original/y, of a pluralistic American society in which there were 

equal chances for all, in which there is no exclusive Americanism, 

no exclusive religion, no exclusive race, and no exclusiveness of 

ethnic groups, but in which there is the civic religion I speak of. 

To say these things are possible does not mean they are guaranteed. 

I believe we will be able to win the intelligence race against the 



21C 
18 

world Communist power cluster if we can show this kind of credible 

American society. 

In that sense we can stretch out our hands to claim the future. 

But if we do not make our society credible, then, something that 

Adali Stevenson said a while ago may prove true: '~There will be 

other and bloodier hands than ours that stretch out to the future to 

claim it. " 

(12 Jan 1965--5, 900)O/pd:dc 
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