oy

(& N

Ushn Winqate (Lasks _
ADDRFSS OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR AT THE FORI-L OPENING ‘
: JI
THE ARMY INDUSTRZ Al SCHOOL - FEBRUARY 21, 1924,

- - . -

11 is a pleasure for me tc be here this afternoon +o express my perseonal
.pterest in the Avmy Irdustriai School, which is formally cpened today, ‘and to
ng3ufe the Assistant Secretary cf War and the officers asscciated with him in
~siabliching this school of the desire of the War Departmant for the success of

he schooly ;

The World Var dewonstratod the wisdem of establishing the Army War Collcge,
/ich is ithe vniversity of ko Army, end the Service Schools at Leavenworth,
demning, 8ill, Riley and Humrhreys: There is no quection but that the officers
7i0 gracvated from thees schcols are better fitted for servise with treops in
war tkan those who have 10t reneived sush trainings In order to determine the
value of the training at the service schools I had a study made of the records
of a number of ufficers who served with troops in France., I concluded that the
greater percentage cf the mer whe made geod over there were graduates of these
schocls.

Our recent experignne has demonstrated the prasticability of seleetive Serve
ice as a means of providing man-power in-the eveut of wars We have selved the
problem of the methied of raising the manepower for a war army, but the problem
of feeding, clothing, and equipping that army has not hesn satisfactorily seclved,
The War Department, through the agency of the Assistant Seerctary of War, is ene
deevering to prepare the nation industrially in srder that the munitions of war
= f3ed, clothing, arms,trensportation, and so forth - shall be supplied as exe-
peditiovsly and efficiently as manepower: No less important than menepewer ite
self is the equirment with which manepower 0an maks itself an effeetive instry=
ment of warfare, In case of war it is imperative to undertake aetive hestilities
with as 1i%tle delay as posscible and endeavor to strike a decisive blew before
the enemy is equally prepared, Every day of delay in ifuruishing an army with
sts necessary supplies inereases the 1l9ss of life; prolongs the confliet, and
adds to the financial burden the country must assumes

We nave seen the value of the army service schcols to the combatant branches
of the military service, and we helieve their usefulness demonstrates the need
for a school which shall specialize on the supply problers of the army. That is
what we are inaugurating here this afternoon, We want to train officers in the
Supply branches ia order to provide key men on every type of equipment needed by
an army ., Eventually all members of the Supply Branches sheuld receive instruce
tion in industrial subjects, That is our hope for this schosl, The schosl is
wore or less of an experiment, to be sure, but we believe the experiment will be
successful and tha. the school will prove af great benefit t2 the nation, I

- want to assure you that the Army Industrial Schoel wiil have the suppsrt of the
War Department and the Secretary of War, The responsibility of making the schoel

@ Success depends largely on you men who are to be its first faculty and its

-f:rst student body, In undertaking this work you are performing a patristic serve
~¢e and I hore and believe you will devote yourselves to this duty with energy
and intelligence and the determination to make this experiment en impsrtant pers
wanent institution in the United States Army.
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