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It is apleasure for me to be here this afternoon to express my personal 
..~teres~ in the Army Industriai Schoolp-which is formally opened today 0 ;and to 
:~ssu~e ~he Assistant Secretary cf "~ar and the officers associated with him in 
ns;~bl!~hin~ this school of the desire of the War Depa.~m~nt for the success" of 
he ~choo~.~ 

The World War danon~trat~d the wisdom of establ.!sh.!ng the Army War ~ol~o~e, 
.~bich is the university of "~hs Army, and the Service Schools at Leavenworth, 
,~n~ng, S~!I, P~isy and Hum~hreysc There is no question ,but that the officers 
w}:o graduated from ~heee scheo!s are better fitted for eerviee with troops in 
war %kan those who h~.,e :~ot re~.eived su~.h training, In order to determine the 
value of the training at the service sc~oo!s I had a study made of the records 
uf a number of ufficere who served with troops in France, I concluded that the 
gr.~ea+,er percentage of the men who made good over there were graduates of these 
schoo I s 

Our recent experi~n~.e has demonstrated the pra~icability of selective serv-. 
ice as a means of providing ms~n-power in-the ~vent of war~ We have solved the 
problem of the method of raisi~tg ~he man.power for a war army# bw~ the problem 
Of feeding, c!othin~, and equipping t-hat army has not been satisfactorily solved, 
~'.e War Department: through the agency of the Assistant Secretary of War, is en~ 
deavoring to prepare the nation industrially in .~rder that the munitions of war 
, .  f)od~ clothing~ arms,t.'ensporta~±on, and ~o forth - shall be supplied as ex.- 
peditieus!y and efficierr~ly as man-power, No less important than man-power it~ 
se!f is the equi~ent with which man.po~er san ma~e itself an of festive instru. 
ment of warfare, In case of war it ~s ~mpera~ive to undertake active hestilities 
~ith as little delay as possible and endeavor te strike a decisive blow before 
~he enemy is equally prepared, Every day of deEay in furuishing an army with 
its necessary supplies increases the l~ss of life, p~oiongs the confliet~ and 
adds to the financial burden the country must assume, 

"go nave seen the value of the army service schools to the csmbatant branches 
of the military serVice, and we believe their usefulness demonstrates the need 
for a school which shall specialize on the supply problems of the army, That is 
what w~ are inaugurating here this afternoon, We want to train officers in the 
suppl~ branches  in  order  to  provide key men on every type of equipment needed by 
an army. Eventua l ly  a l l  members of t he  Supply Branches should r e c e i v e  i n s t r u v .  
+.ion in industrial sub~ects, That is our hope for this scho~l, The soho~l is 
~ore or less of an experiment r ~o be sure, but we believe the experiment will be 
successful and tha~ the school will prove ~f great benefit t~ the nation, I 
#ant to assure you that the Army Industrial School will have the suppsrt of the 
• ar Department and the Secretary of War, The responsibility of making the sob,el 
a success depends largely on you men who are to be its first faculty and its 
firs~ studen~ body, In undertaking this work you are performing a patri@tic serw© 
i ce  and I ho~e and b e l i e v e  you w i l l  devote  you r se lves  to  t h i s  duty wi th  energy 
and intelligence and the determination to make this e~periment an important per, 
~z.~nent institution in the United ~tates Army, 
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