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At & meeting of the responsible officers of the imeri-
san Maratm of lsber, beld Msreh 12, 1917, a declara~
tion was unanimoudly sdopted thet imerican Labor wonld
stand 1005 in making and giving services amywhere and
under any circometances to meke = supreme sserifice to
maintain the Freedom,independence snd the honor of the
United States of Americs,

Labor, on the whole, made gocd its pledpe during the
WEF» .

There was less ocause for and less complaint of dis-
erimination in the Selective Dreft Law and the sdminis~
tration of it than amy law that has come mmder my
cheervation.

In order to gaoln the mninterrupied production of
szsontial works, such as erectiom of garrisons, camps,
ete., & fair ruling was established, & working basis,
ele.; attention being deveted t¢ maintaining the morsle
28 well as physiesl condition of the men engsged in
industry.

Bours of laboy should not be imercased axcent in ex-
treme cases of SMETEENcy.

There are two things which contribduted mere then any
other %o ithe spirit of Jimericzn Iabor for the war - gne
was the Seamand iot, and the ciher, the Claytom iot.
These two measures Inspired the men of our Hepublie to
reospond to the call for duty.

If we were internatiomal in spirit, it would give us

the opportunity to partieipate iz internatiomal affairs,
and with the 4merican spirit snd prinsiples we counld co~
ocperate and help to the fullest possidle sxtent, but if
there Be a group of pecple of other nations who underialke
to formmlate siandards of conduct by which we are supposed
to be comsanded, then the Aserican labor movement will
stand alone and independent.

It is a matter of deep regret to all lsbor leaders

that imerican Federstion of Iabor iz not 2 member of the
International Federstion of Trade Unioms, with head~
guarters at Amsterdam, Helland, but we cammot be mombers
of that movement without the surrender of our own inde-

pendent course.
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I =m agalnst war, bat mot fer "pease at amy srice™.

Speaking of the Jepamese guestion - the two races
eannot arffiliste. Uherever the Japsmese are in large
sumbers, white men cennot live znd thrive., %The poli~
ey of the govermment has been outlimed in Jmmipration
laws. Ve determinme who chall some into our comntry,
The aetion of the Congress of the United States in
meeting the threat of Jepan will have done more te
oall that biuff then enyihing sihce the time President
Eoosevslt sent the Zmeriecsp Favy areund the world.
dmeriea is golimg to deterwine her own course as far
&8s it rests as te who zhall or shall mot enter.

It is s profitadle study -~ to ¥mew and te lesrn the
snti~-foreign legislstion, edieks and rroclametions
ef the Japanese. They have more slien land lows then
Californis ever has had enmeted,
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G+ Vhat do you thisk the Government could or sheuld de

in the begimningof a war to prevent a rise im priscs of
laver's foed, shelter, clothing, ott., which would prevent
demands on the part of labor for imersssed wages to me-t the
goat of living - soetimes referred to 88 & “viecions® civele?

As If thers were a "vicious" sirele, where is the hapm?
There ie nome. Peopie who would not pay for fresdom, and pay
the highest price, are undoubiedly mmdeserving o enjoy same.

Bs Then you regard the rise im prices of commodities and
wages as inevitable in time of wer?

4s Fot necessarily, but one of the results which frequently
oocars. The trouble is thet we tooc often try to regulate
everybody by certaln codes, laws, oto., which some of us try
to loy down.

¥1% is something mot yet undertond - how perfectly
safe Freedom js,” When the time comes, if ever it does, the
pecple of the United State will reswond regurdless of the
@oste





