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NOTES TAKEN AT THE CONFERENCE WITH LT. COL.
WM. I. WESTERVELT, ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 11
O'CLOCK, A. M., SEPTEMBER 9TH, 1925,

=000~

Colconel Westervelt stated that he had been detailed by the Ordnance
Department to go abroad to keep in touch with the general developments
of interest to the Ordnance Department, and had been, for the past two
yesrs, Assistent Malatary Attache at the U., S. Bmbgssy in Paris. The
resson that Paris was selected as his station was that 1t was the center
of mlitary information and activity abroad.

He stated that ut 18 a general belief among all Buropean nations
thet another war 1s probable. For example, 1t 15 believed that the Soviet
Republic will put on & "robber war" with a view of obtaining locomotives,
railroad materials, ebte., and that in this connection France was concerned
with the possibilaty of Germeny being able, with its present equipment and
Army, to stand her share of thas load - should 1t come.

France 18 particularly active in developing her munitions capacity.
Detgils as to specific accomplishments are extremely difficult to obtain.
Colonel Westervelt stated that France had made decided improvements in the
development of gas masks, military clothing, anti-aircraft ordnance and
equipment, new maching guns and motor transportetions The machine gun 1s
considered a distinct advancement over the present armament, the Hotchkiss,
but for reasons of economy 1t 1s not believed that 1t will supersede that
weapony &t least for years to come,

In the development of motor trangportation, the limiting factor is

that all vehicles must be able to mske good speed over improved roads and
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also be able to move cross country without any delay in carrying equipment,

The Lorrsine Maneuvers

The maneuvers held in Lorrsine last fall were between the 20th French
Corps, on one side, and the Morrocan Davision on the other, The 20th Corps
had limited sircraft for observation purposes slone, The Morrocan Division
had unlimited aireraft for all purposes. Both were equipped with mechsnical
transportation. The outstanding lesson of these msneuvers appears to be
that movements of large bodies of troops in any war to come will be lamited
to cover of darkness or camaflouge, Concesalment was stressed during these
entire maneuvers, maximum use being made of forests and of all other arti-
ficial coverings. Any concentration of large bodies of broops would appear

to be impossible an battles of the fubure.

Morroco

Colonel Westervelt stabed that the Unated States press had built
largely on the apmrent inability of the Frencly army (which i1s supposed
to be the best disciplined, best eguipped snd mosl highly trained army
1n existence today) in being unable to put down the rebellion of the
Riffs 1n Morroco and asked why this was so. The French believe thet their
Air Service has been uniformly successful in ats operations sgainst the
Riffians in Morroco, they have broken up every concenbration mede against
them, they have been able to relieve isolated outposts, to supply they

with food, munitions, water, and to evacuate the wounded,
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France 1s vitally intevested in the development of all types of aair-
craft and sircraft sccessories. Everylhing possible 1s being done to stimulate
the 1ndustry, not only along these lines but of the factories engaged in the

manufacture of munitions. For example, the Snider Factory is now engaged on

war orders for six of the smsller, central Ruropesn nations. The Government
1s very careful not %o divulge any of the processes of msnufacture or improve-

ments made in the indusiry.

Switzerland:

Colonel Westervelt stated that on & recent visit to Swatzerland he had
an opportunity to observe the new machine gun, cal, 6,5 MM, with which the
Swiss Army has just beer re-armed. He had an opportunity to witness this gun
an operation and states thet 1t appears to funclion sabisfactorily., It #p-

pears to meet the entire approval of the Swiss @overnment.

Itely 1s chiefly interested in the development of & new grenade gun, %o
be used in connection with 1ts infantry armement, The Italians claim thabt
there were very few men incapacitated for service from Infantry bullits, the
1des being to get a "haigh burst" and "grenade" gun to increase casualties.

This gun 1s sta1ll in the experimental stage.

England:
Colonel Westervelt stated that 2% was i1mpracticable to get any definite
informstion as to the lessons lesrned in te recent uprising in Mesopoilamia,.

As a rule the Bratish officer 1s very co#iservative and slow to take advantage
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of lessons which maght be learned from such operations,.

Japan,
Colonel Westervell stated that Japen was buying arms and munitiroms from
France in large quantities, He did not appear to atisch any significance to

this act st this tims,

All Europesn nabions watch very carefully the activities of Americe and
other nations in regerd to prepsredness., For example, when the i1dea was sd-
vanced 1n America to place the Army and Naval sar forces under a common head
1t was made the subject of debate between interested government departments,
The farst part of this debate was furnished the American Bmbassy but the
second part was confaidential and Colonel Westervelt could give no information

as to the conciusions reached,
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