
NOTES TAK~ AT THE CONFERENCE WITH LT° COL. 
W~. I. WESTERVELT, ORDNANCE DEPART~[K~T, II 
O'CLOCK, A. ~., SEPT~B~ 9TH, 1925. 
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Colonel Westervelt stated that he had been detailed by the Ordnance 

Department to to abroad to keep in touch wlth the ~eneral developments 

of interest to the Ordnance Department, and had been, for the past two 

years, Assistant Mllltary Attache at the U. S. ~nbassy in Parls. The 

reason that Par~s was selected as hls statlon was that it was the center 

of mlltary informmtlon and actlvlty abroad° 

He stated that ~t Is a ~eneral bellef amon~ all ]~ropean natlons 

that another war is probable. For example, it is belleved that the Sovlet 

Republlc will put on a "robber war" wlth a view of obtalnln~ locoraotlves, 

railroad materlals, etc., and that in thls connectlon France was concerned 

~ith the posslb111ty of Germany beln~ able, wzth its present equlpment and 

Army, to stand her share of thls load - should it come. 

France zs partleularly actlve In developln~ her munltlons capaclty. 

Details as to speclflc accompllshments are extremely d~fflcult to obtain. 

Colonel Westervelt stated that France had made declded ~mprovements In the 

development of ~as masks, m~lltary clothln~, antl-azroraft ordnance and 

equlpment, new maohln~ ~uns and motor transportatlon, The machlne gun Is 

consldered a dlstlnct advancement over the present armament, the Hotchklss 9 

but for reasons of economy it is not belleved that it v~_ll supersede that 

weapon~ at least for years to comeo 

In the development of motor tran~portatlon, the llmltln~ factor ~s 

that all vehicles must be able to make ~ood speed over ~mproved roads and 
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also be able to move cross country wxthout any delay xn carryxn~ equipment. 

The Lorraine ~aneuvers 

The maneuvers held in Lorraine last fall were between the 20th French 

Corps, on one s~de, and the Morrocan Dlvxsxon on the other. The 20th Corps 

had llmlted alrcraft for observation purposes alone. The ~orrocan Dzvlslon 

had un!inuted axreraft for all purposes. Both ~ere equipped ~ith meohanxcal 

transportation. The outstand~n~ lesson of these maneuvers appears to be 

that movements of large bodles of troops In any war to come will be l~l~ted 

to cover of darkness or camaflou~e. Concealment was s~ressed durln~ these 

entire maneuvers, maxlmum use beln~ made o9 forests and of all other artl- 

flclal cover±n~s. Any ooncentratlon of large bodies of troops would appear 

to be xmposs~ble ~n battles of the future. 

~ o r r o c o  

Colonel Wester~elt st~ed that the Unlted States press had built 

largely on the ap~ent inablllty of the Freuc~ army (whloh is supposed 

to be the best dlsolpl~ned, best equlpped and most hl~hly trained army 

in exlstence today) in beln~ unable to put down the rebelhon of the 

Riffs ~n Morroco and asked why th~s w~s so. The French belleve that their 

Air Servloe has been unlformly successful in l~s operatlons a~aznst the 

R1fflans in l~orroco, they have broken up every conoentratlon made a~alnst 

them, they have been able to relieve Isolated outposts, to supply they 

wlth food, munltlons, water, and to evacuate the wounded. 
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Franc e 

France is v~tally ~nterested In the development of all types of alr- 

craft and alrcraft accessorles. Everythln~ posslble is be~ng done to st~ulate 

the ~rdustry, not only alon~ these l~nes but of the factories en~aged in the 

manufacture of munltions. For example~ the Snider Factory is now en~a~ed on 

war orders for six of the smaller, central E~ropean natlons. The Government 

is very careful not to dlvul~e any of the processes of manufacture or improve- 

ments ~de ~n the Industry. 

t 

Swlt z erlmnd: 

Colonel Westervelt stated that on a recent VlSlt to Switzerland he had 

an opportunity to observe the new machine ~un, cal. 6~5 MM, w~th which the 

S~ss Arm~ has just bee~ re-armed. He had an opportunity to v~tness th~s gun 

• n operation and states thst ~t appears to function satisfactorily. It ~p- 

pears to meet the entire approval of the Swiss ~overnment. 

Italy. 

Italy ~s chlefly interested in the development of a new ~renade ~un, to 

be used in connect?on ~ith its Infantry armament. The Italians claim that 

there were very few men Incapacltated for servlce from Infantry bulllts, the 

idea beln~ to ~et a "hl~h burst" and "~renade" Gun to increase casualtles. 

Thls ~un is stzll ~n the experlmental sta~et 

EnGland: 

Colonel Westervelt stated that It was Impractlcable to Get any deflnlte 

• nfornmtlon as to the lessons learned in tbs recent uprls~n~ in Mesopotamla. 

As a rule the Brltlsh offlcer is very coJ]~ervatlve and slow to take advmntaGe 
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of lessons whlch mlght be learned from such operatlons. 

Japan. 

Colonel Westervelt stated that Japan was buylng arms and munltloas from 

France in large quantltles. He d~d not appear to attach any slgnlflcance to 

thls act at th~s tlme. 

All European natlons watch very carefully the actlv~tles of Amerlca and 

other natlons in regard to preparedness. For example, when the Idea was ad- 

vanced in Amerlca to place the Army and Naval azr forces under a common head 

it was made the subject of debate between ~nterested government departments. 

The flrst part of th~s debate was furnlshed the Amerlcan ~nbassy but the 

second part was conf~dentlal and Colonel Westervelt could give no informatlon 

as to the conc~uslons reached, 
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