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STEEL - A NATIONAL BUILDER AND DEFENSE 

Standing on the edge of a great gash in the earth's 
surface in northern Minnesota, you behold elements that appear 
nothing but a dirty brown inert mass, yet nothing is further 
from•the truth, for you are beholding material that is the very 
basis of a nation's growth and development~ 

This • mass, when cleansed and purified, can be made the 
servant of the human race. All that this iron oxide (for such 
it is) requires is proper treatment. 

• Oiscover~ 

In the middle of the last Century, a group of men, all 
of one family, known as the Merri~t Brothers were• pioneers breaking 
through new frontiers of rugged land, strewn with great rock, 
muskeg swamps and forests~ There was little to encourag e then 
to go on with their search beyond the fact that in a northerly 
direction, on the Vermillion R~G~, iron •ore had been discoveredL 
Being of indomitable s•pirit that l~ew no defeat, ~mid discouraging 
factors that would turn baok less hardy men~ this group proceeded 
with this search~ and at la~ at Biwabik~ Minnesota, discovered 
iron ore and incidenta~l~¢ one of the richest iron ore mines in 
the world® In later years, the Mesabi Range was opened up and 
this great deposit of ore has not only enriched a nation, but 
proved of inestimable value in its development. 

• Times change and it is always our hope of progressing 
upward. 

Briefly tracing the progress of iron for the service 
of man, first we find castings being made in a crude way from 
ores gathered fromsparsely scattered spotsj later on when 
America became a living nation, continental practices were employed 
in this land but i~ was not long however before the daysof 
wrought iron appeared, laboriously produced, and in its productionj 
the burden was on the backs of men. 

Then came steel, and as produced today, every mechanical 
means is embodied in its manufacture and the burden has been 
transferrsd to the minds of men. 

Steel -ithat vibrating mass, that, when properly handled, 
will receive ~he impact of violent explosions in the breech of 
modern g~s~ producing a dynami c force that vomits black death 

i anddestructiQn, setting up a defense to an invading hoard or 
...... blastling a Way~ fOr~an advancing army. 



...... ........ : .. • : ~ ~ ;i.i.~i~::i :. 
Steel-- as two rlbbon~ across & glorious continent 

:reoeiwing the ~ecumulated forces of gigmnt~o locomotives driven 
at a speed never dreamed by men but a few ye.ars ~go. .. , _ . ~ .. 

~.i: ~,~ -: 

. ~: Steel-- fashionedintb' ears an~shlp"s that %E.ansp!ort 
merehumanS~ to an~ from distau~ lands with , comfor~ ands~e~y 
that ~ that-metal alone can -give, ..... ~ ~ ' " . 

• .. ~. L~. ' ; : ". L • 

Steel - that material pile d end on @nd~ .piercing the 
heavens, giving beauty and forms to the dreams of m~..ter mind~,~ 

.... bearing the burden of monolithi:e mass with ns'~e a f_a.1~lure, 

Steel - that composite mass of elements cunn-.i_ngly 
-wrought and framed into shapes:~hat ~ permit mere human~ .to pons~ruct 
magnificent bridges over great chasms and water ©curses, 

Steel- the one great mass that embodies all and .e.ve~y 
T-engineering science and permits the servants of art to re~..l.iz.e 
• ambitions and dreams, 

Steel - that. material that must be .oontinuoumly impr~ve~ 
if its greater usefulness is to be realized, 

. J 

" -Steel - the prOduction of ~hich demands huge investments 

~ of capital funds, then-i 

• - As surely as the day follows the night, if it is t~ be 
made available for all needs of thehuman race and %0 act as 
defense of our nation, then the.~-faoilities of productiau must 
be maintained, To the end that this may be true, all factors 
must be recognized by those who use it and a just price be pa~ 

therefor. 

.... Phil@.sophically at least everyon4 of us is interest~ 
in one great:' idealism and that is. the defense of Our nation, 

i- ?-:~ ~:-Each of us believes that ther-e is no other equal _tO it. If this 
be true and the factors already mentioned: be 'true, the~i there is 

• ~ ' ~ a responsibility on each I one of us to conserve and preserve all 
of the elements entering into our national life. " 

. . . .  J ~ - 1 ~ I' hesitate somewhat to advance an idea.that has been 
prevalent-inmy mind for a longC~ime and it may be with temerity 
I am giving it to you, nevertheless I will take the: risk' 0f 
advancing the thought at this timer . You men have for a year and 

• many of yo u~ for a longer period, ~ been • -intensely studying the 
' ~: facilities of our nation to determine the availability of all 
~ materials for national- defense,i" Scatt.ered~ithroughout our land 
~ mre~pl-ants of all kinds; there are ~_~.n~Cturing.concerns of all 
kinds and types, everyone: of ;.~h-ieh'has ~some" pl-ace ~-in' your plonk, 
everyone of which can only be kept as a going concern if the 
materials produced are sold at an adequate price that gives a 
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return to.cover all o f  the. costs entering into that material, 
whether it be for raw materials, labor or capital investment. 

There is an old saying of the sea that is ever trues 
"Cut your rope with length to spare, and never shorten". Imagine 
if you will, any rope cut for given work; each time it is used, 
a piece is severed; it would not be long before it would be 
useless, so it is if materials are sold below all the factors 
of costs, it will not be long before the source of supply of 
that material is dried up and thus a unit or units will not be 
available to you when you most need them. 

You may have a feeling that it is not your responsibility 
to check ruthless cutting of prices, having a feeling if any ~e~ 
is fool enough to throw awa~ his plant and materials, that is his 
business, but I cAnuot see it in that light. True it is that 
you have laws that you must follow in purchasing material, but 
there are many, many cases where your finer judgment can lead 
you to so place your business as to conserve, rather than to 
destroy the very units that you depend upon. The present-time 
America is being taught that the laborer is worthy of his hire, 
so it is that industry is worthy of being conserved for the 
continuation of our national life. In the conservation of 
industry, if we will project our thought a little bit, we will 
see back of it all are mere human beings; by their collected 
action, they are capable of providing the necessary materials 
that you ~re so patiently searching for in the fullness of your 
plans, whether it be in machines or man-power. Thus must producers 
be taught they cannot waste or destroy, if by so doing they weake~ 
our national life in any manner. 

There is of course obsolescence, continuously going on, 
due to better ways and methods of doing things, and this is 
proper, but to practice willf~l waste, woeful want is sure to 
follow, and that we must resist and battle as we would any active 
enemy. 
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