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Colonel Jordan, Dmstangu~shed Guests, Herders ~.nd Frmends of the 
Graduatmng Class of tDe Army Industr%~l College 

Almost a yee~ ago you and I started out on a common venture You, by 
War Department orders, and I, at the mancate el the President, an4, at the 
darect~on of the Congress, set out to learn the t~ct~cs ant strategy of keepang 
America prepared on ~ts andustl~al fron5 That you hsve done your job ~ell, I 
have ample evidence ~n your searchmng commattee reports that have been placed 
before me from t~me to tame They have s~ded me ~neasur~bly on my job and I ~m 
happy at thus t~me to acknowledge my andebte~ness to you 

As part o± my ~.ork, ! have cons~derea ±t my duty to carry the message 
of ~ndustr~al mob~lazataon to the c~zens el our country I am very hapoy to 
report to you that at no prevaous perzod ~n ou~ ~cace b~me hastory has Ameraca 
been more alave to the problem of supply prepared~ess OnSet the leadershap of 
our President and wath the cooperation of the Conorec~. the ~'ar DeDartment pro- 
gram of ~ndustraal mobalaza±aon ~s rece~v~ug v~gorous sup~ort and substantial 
help. B~s~ness men~ ~reat ~nd ~m~ll, an~ustrlal lea~er~ and college professors 
voluntar~lyhave come to the ~ar Department to offer their facal~t~es, thear 
energy an~ thear brrans ~o ~d us ~n our work Newspapers ann ra~o st~t~ons, 
reporters, editors and conmentstor~ have given ±reely of thear space and their 
tame to report our problems ~nd to ~nterpret our needs Today, America knows 
that to wan a war the march.lung of mun~taons has become coordinate ~,ath the 
mobal~zataon of men 

In thus ~ a~en~ng of America to the s~gnaficance of ancustraal 
mobalazataon, officers on p~ocurement auty ~n the d~str~cts have proved of 
anest~mable value In every czty where I made su adcress, I found that offacers 
of the supply branches, most of them graduates of th~s school, had alreedy lazd 
the foundataons an their coumunmtzes for our ~naustr~l program Those of you 
who have been assagned to o~ocuremenb duties ~n bhe faeld have a traaataon to 
support, standards to uphe!o ano ~n enthusiasm fo~ your ~ork to maanta~n that 
your predecessors have defanately est~blzshed I sm confa~ent thst you mall 
prove faathful to your trust 

In September, you came 5o the A~-~ Incustr~=l College as ouartermasters, 
ordnance officers and repre~ntat±ves of other branches of the service You 
regastered as representatmves of the Army, Navy and H~rmne Corps Today, you 
graduate as members of a gre~t mmlatsry andustra~l stsff to serv~ an practically 
every capsc~ty on ~e broad front of uataonal defense %n the realn of supply. 

Staff offlcers, ,~ith a horlzo~ looklug beyon~ the llmlt~tlons of thelr 
own branch, llne offlcer~, ~ith a conceptlon of ~,rrfsre ext~ndlng beyona the 
needs of the front llnes, Navy and Narane offlcer~, vlth a malltary outlook 
recognazang the needs of ~holebe~rted teamwor~ by all of our servaces an the 
anterests of nataonal ~efen~e--you no~ return to your posto, your shlps and your 
st~taons better equlpped to tackle the dutles that ~ay b~ ~sslgnea you~ 
Enrached In experlencc aua ~trengthened in character~ you have become a real 
asset to the nataonal ~efen~e program of our cou~z7 Your andlvadu~l branch 
and service will receave you ho~pltably The o±fmce of The Asslstant Secretary 
of ~ar wall ~elcome you ~rmly. ~oreovei, I aosure you that your qusl~flcataons 
~lll be remembered and that In an emergency you ±ll be asb~gaed to du%aes where 



the War Department may take full savantage of your specaalazed trazn~ng and 

experlence. 

l!£S 
You have stud~ed p~mncmpally the tactics an~ strategy of materael and 

only ~ncadentally the art and science of war as ~t pertsmns to men themselves. 
At the Command and General bt~ff School an8 at the Army War College the emphasms 
as reversed. There the handlang ol men as the basic conszderat~on On the one 
hand, you have real~zed that before ~en can f~gh~ they must have effmclent 
weapons ~n their hand ~thout equapment, arn~ment and suppl~es, they are help- 
less. On the other hand~ you who have devotee thas year pr~nc~pally to the 
questmon of supply, must not lose saght of the fact that ~en procured and when 
mob~lazea, the s~news of battle wzll have to be placed ~n the hands of human 
beangs. Remember, that there as no ~rm~ment, no weapon, no contrav~nce con- 
structed by mere men that, in the last analysms, can replace the backbone of all 
m~l~tary effort of flesh, blood and spmr~t The combaned fmghtang qualataes of 
men and men alone ultamately achmeve v~ctory 

In the course of your studies you have made a survey of the American 
economac system You have learned of the ~merac~n genzus ~hat aaded to mrs 
greatness, of the American character that persevered toward ~ts development and 
of the Amermcan loyalty that contrzbuted tovard ats preservation I am confident 
that out of your studmes, your faath an the capmt~lmst~c system h~s been 
reenforced and that your devotaon to the adea]s of Amermcan busmness has been 
strengthened 

There are weaknesses zn oux economic systcm of ~ch you are ~ell 
~are They may check our progress ~n peace They may retard vmctory mn war 
Despmte ~hese defects, I know that you ~zll agree ~zth me that compared ~,~th th~ 
rsst of the world we are stzll the economic aden] toward whmch all other peoples 
anst~nctavely str~ve Our pravate cspa~al~st~c system ~s tuned to the nobler 
traats of human nature In 3ustmce, ~n happaness, ~n respect for lmfe and 
property, an freedom of thought, expressmon aa~ relagmon~ mn all the adeals for 
whmch government as basmcally conducted, we ~n Ameraca have made a nearer 
approach to resl~zatmon than the people of ~ny other country 

That system of ours as ~orth malnts,nlug !n peace and preservlng in 
war I trust that all of you are no~ convznced that to conduct a war success- 
fully our capltallstlc system need not oe scrapoed bo make way for new and 
untrled forms of control typlc~l of communlstlc or f~sclstac forms of government 
In our prepar~tlon for indu~trmal moblllzatlon we have enjoyed the ~olehearted 
support of both capltal and labor ~ e have every reason to belaeve that these 
cordlal relataons rill be coatlnued and that our caplt~llstac system will pro~e 
competent to take care of our war needs wathout any revolutaonary changes I 
need hardly tell you that the na%lonallzataon of all capl~al In case of war l~ 
contrary to the ideals and fundamental prlncaples ol Amerlcan government and to 
cur bus~ness prsctmce and expcrmence Our v~r plans must mn no ~ay look toward 
[%e takmng over of ~ndustry by government 

Before bldd!ng you godspeed on your ne, r dutles, I ~,ant to express ~g 
appreclatlon publlcly to the Navy Department for Its cooperatlon in ~le success- 
ful conduct of thls school and in helplng us to perfect our plans for Industrlal 
mob111zatlon. ~hether in the classroom~ on the staff of the faculty~ or back 
In the offlces of the Navy Department, Navy and Narlne off!cers have ever been 
ready to help us in all of our projects You of the Navy and Narlne Corps who 
are students, I know have not felt yourselves merely vasltlng guest% Ve have 
looked upon you as members of our own grou9 Out of thls close sssocaatlon that 
we have enjoyed at the Army Industraal CoLlege should grow stronger bonds of 
fraendshap and understandang ~ich should prove va~lable assets 5o the unated 
efforts of all of our flghtlng forces in tlme of w=r 



Offlcers of the Army, Navy and ~arlne Corps, all of you leave this 
school today better equlpped to serve oul country ~ay it never neea you mn [~ 
battle but if ever it aoes, the lessons you !e~rned here at the Army Industr±al ~< 
College ~iii aid Amerlc~l in exerting its full po~er in our battle efforts, in I~ 
reduclng our casualtles ~t the front and in h~sten!ng vlctory in the fleld i~ 

Gentlemen, you have l~ own and the bebt wlshe~ of the ~uar Dep~rtment ~- 
for your happlness and continued success i ~ 
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