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PPDBI~S FACING ~ D~OOt~D~ES SINOE ~NtOH 

~ ,  J~n Nasary~ 
Former Minis ter  of Czechoslov~r~a in London 

January 16, 1939 

I am very proud to be allowed ~o speak to the peg.~,e~f~,l fighting forces 

of the one very ~reat slX~vlv, ing democracy, sa& I would like to associate 

myself with the introductory remark of  our Ohai~an .  MY little country 

was a chila of the World War. I said sometime ~ c  to m~ English friends, 

wt~le I was t ry ing  tO preservs  c e r t a i n  th ings  t h a t  were dear to me in my 

countr~ -- ~ failed l~entably -- "It seems to me that, after all, we are 

a child, of you.. I ~hi~ most Of yOU milst say that France was the mother, 

France is usually known as a lady, and Great Britain was the father, and 

I presum~ that America and Italy were the godfathers of this very queer- 

shaped child of ours~ 

We ~are faced at %ha~ %~me with a very difficult si~tion, sad I 

th~k tha~ when history Ss written my people will survive the criticism 

Of history. We have made a great mm%y mistakes. I often repeat that to 

make mistakes is a prero~tive of democracy if you are man enough to 

acknowledge it sad try to correct it. sad that is where democracy and 

totalitarianism can never pull together because the dictator is not 

aiiowe~ to make a mlsts&e. You sea'In Rome a rather great men who is 

certainly building lovely roads, the tralns are excellent, they don' t 

steal your hsg at the statlon~ ~ the taxicab driver doesn't overcharge 

you. Those are very laudable amhievm~ents, So, "What price glory", you 

rem~ber? They ~ere paid for by a g~eat many civic rights. There used 

to be s~S au<l I saw these s i~s ,  " ", which means 



the t k ~  i8 alw%Ts r igh t .  Immune the t e r r ib le  r e spons ib i l i t y ,  t ry ing to 

imitate  God, au~ a t  the ~me time ~main  human. 

We f in i shed  the l a s t  war with a msgnifIcaut slo&~m. "To m~k~ the worl~ 

ripe for democracy." and wi~h this slogsm in cmr cap we proceeded to deviate 

rather fuudsmentslly from this principle- the peace treaties, mad I repe~t 

I am a child of the peace treaties, they wer~ the only thin~s we had. A 

little Ozech oo~Idu't h~ve smi~, ,Now, let's stop all peace treaties at 

once", because ~,~ wouldu, t have had auyth~ to hang our coats on. Never- 

thsless, I personaliy, a~d a ~eat many other~. -- my great father especieily 

was very crltic~ about a peace tr~ty and he ~id try his best to make the 

people in the w~st ~nd our nelghbors ~mdsrstana that certain rectificationB 

an@ r~garatlons should be made, Well, he didn't quite sucoeed. 

To~, befere ws come to Munich, wha~ do ~e see? Ws see ~aropesa 

culture slowl2 disappearing. I s~e before my eyes the cultm~e that we all 

of us were brought up on slowly disappearing and ~e're standing around and 

sa~Ing~ ~'Well. what can be done abeut it?" Ms, be it's too late. To my 

mla~, dem~racy ~sn't goir~ out %o vote and putting a ticket somewhere, 
/ 

and d~Ing i~ f r ee ly  and secretly, Dem~cra~, to my min~, means, and it 

is the only thing that  iS worthwhile, the liberty, the sacrednes~ of the 

l~berty of the ~oul of every ind~vldual. That is, to my mind, democracy. 

If Fresldent Roosevelt want~ me to put on a ~iform and walk up and down 

$1~teea%h Street, I W~II dO it, "~% when I go ~o my house, ~o my wife, 

to my chi ldren,  t want to be l e f t  alone to do what I please,  to read what 

I please, %o w~rsblp as I ple~e, to  thi~k as I please; aud ~b~t is %he 
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traged~ of Europe. I t  i s n ' t  the f ron t i e r s ,  or t a k i ~  that  part  of Europe, 

or u~finlshed f r o n t i e r ~  I have had tv~nty-five years of f ron t ie r s  and I 

am a~eolutely fed up on them. I t  i s  a question of saving the c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

and i say~ the llbert~ of the in~llvldusl. When I realize t~t hs3~f of 

Europe is not allowed personal iiberty, ~. ~he terrible ~hln~s that ~re going 

on ~here ~ 1%hick it is faa~as%ic, !% is too de~radlng for wor~s. To- 

gether wi£h %his slow process of s~Dk~Ing ~¢mS ~ sort of hardening of hearts. 

I ~s s~,i~ ~e s~meone ~ tod~, ~h~t if you would take any newspaper any 

day this ~eek you would ~ee enough to mal~ ~eu crazy thirty years ~g~. There " 

i sn '~  en~ ~ ~ the Spanish st%uat~en, the J~psnese, ~he l~:rs&ue; one-tenth 

of it thirty years ado w~i~l have been enough t~ make you ~ay, .Whe~ is the 

war ~%ar~Ing, has i~ startea already?" You c~n't ~urpri~s ~e ~ mor~, I 

am sOr~ ~ S%y. One reads %h~t -- well, %here I% is. B~ I feel, 

especially af~;ar ~t ~ have seen, that ~ can speak to you na one who t~s 

paid %he pri~e. The Munich ~sLues~, which is a part of a policy whiah is 

~eneraby known as ~pe~ament -- I have taken inst~nctlve, violent  dis!iks 

to ~ P~, I dDa't like i%, it :~o a, vulgar, middle-class soun~iing name. 

An~ the first chapter ~s ~ktulch. I was told that my country ~st pay 

%he price for the peace of Europ~, a~& you m~st realize ~ha~ it mean%. 

We oonsidere~ ourselves ~he allies of %he wester~ ~emoeracies. ~e, as 

know, ha~ a treaty with France, r ~  ~ was in London for fourteen years, 

knowi~ eye.body fairly intimately, ar~ w~ were led to believe up %0 

Mu~i~h that w~ were ver~ necesser~t. Al~hotM~h I don' t always believe 

eve~ th i r~  ~ am told in the different ~all~ries - I am fairly skept~c~l - 

I Co'~/,~ q~1%e visualize that %he end was going to come in the msaner in 

wh~e/~ It did~ And I wa~t %0 go on .record here to you peaceful ~eople that 



I Wo~d be delighted to pay the price, I~ hefts, but if it were for peace 

I am gl~i~ My p~r~l~ word~ ~n En~lam~ were, "If wh~t we are del~ in 

Munich ana after is p~s~e, ~ am very glad that my li~t!e c~mtry p~id the 

prxce~ If it i~u't, God h~ve mercy on m it souls. ~ Unfortunately, I don, t 

think t}~t @he ~uiah area~4~nt wa~ s~ end of war and ~ beginning of 

peac~. For the llfe of me, a~ I ~ sear~hlng very diligently, I can't 

fi~ one thl~ t~h~t helped thi~z really, that is, anything nice or a~c~nt 

or frs~ra~t O~ chri~t~au~ 

Wh~ B~ve ~ see~? Ne have seen th~ ~er program in Ger~sm~, 

e ~ ~  to which the Spanish w~s ~ child ~ s play becsu~e in ~he 

old ~Vs She~ ~i~ k~ say be~ter~ But ~h~s is the yes~ of 19~kg. Then 

we s~w ~a12~ ~m~uds for Tur~m o~ Corslc~. And I wonder w~at is going to 

be next.  No~ ~e l~ve ~ e  Frlme ~ini~ter's visit to R~me, and so far I 

haven'~ ~een a~v very ~u~i1~le res~It~ of hi~ visit. But I am no~ here to 

abuse ~be~4v. : know t~hat Chamberlain i~ doi~ the be~t he can, hs i~ an 

h~nes% man~ bu% h~ has star~ed ~ li%tle too late. ~t I feel now is that 

I% has st~ed be~ ~ speciallze~ thing. We have now come definitely, 

in ~v ht~hi~ es%Ima%ien, ~o %h~ par~i~ of the w~W. 

T~erd~ i ~ %~ik~Dg ~O ~e Jewish people ~t g congre~s here, 

I ~s ~ especially in~ereote~t ~n Jewlah affairs, I always thc~ they 

~ould !,~k after ~h~mselv~s f~i~ly well, bu~ wh~t ~ have seen myself wi~h 

mY own eyes is so ~errible, so Unspent:able, li~le boys ~ith t h e i r  eyes 

knocke~ eu~ b~ ~ello~ ~o~s for no reason except t~h~t hhey were Jews. 



Th~ref~e~ ~ ~ .  d o i ~  a c e r ~ i n  ~ u u t ,  t r ~ i ~  to collect ~n~y, and d~In~ 

I t ~ ~  ~e m~i~m~ if possible, of Jews, a~l I h~9~ %he~ ~II p~y a io~ 

f01 ~ i~. ~ said ts th~m~ ~(I X ~v ~0 ~eryhody f~hat yo~l ~t have th!rt~ 

~eas~i~ati~ or th i r t een  ~ % h ~  of ~hough%, ~h ~l~Ing ~l~t the~ are 

%hs ri~h~ one, Yma a~e elth~r om this side ~r tl~t side. It is like if 

y~m~r ~e is af~re. Y~ can't start diseusslr~ ~hlch fire ~A~ing~s~er 

im better. You have to put the fire out oe ~Ise tlm honse will b92n t~p. 

In this ~ountry I feel some%Ime~ (~ d~,~t blam~ you for ~t, I wish I 

o(mld efford %0 1~e llke tha~) that ~ou a~e a little ~it - ex~ase me, my 

~other ~ an American and I learned my trade in t~hls country, and I love 

this ~ountry ~ you ta~ th~s ~ i~%1~ ~oo much for granted, ~hen I left 

Emr~ where eve~ybo~7 is' sort of f~%~hte~ed~ and I arrived here sad I 

sa~ ~he taxi d~ivers -- why, I can, t tell you what a Joy it va~ thin other 

~my spesMing s~ a c~Lie~ rom~ of thls sort. A boy was driving me in the 

bliz~aza in l~e~ ¥ork~ he was a g r a ~ e  C~ a teah~ical oolleg~ ~ because 
% 

he d~a~T~ed with t h e  ~nlon where he was working he ~s bl~cklls%ed for 

~bree peers ~nd he was drlv~ a cab; he was ~ h~y Of thirty-one with a 

wi~e and child. He drove me from 4~r~i to 108~h Street, we ~ot to be very 

~t fr~e~Ids, ~ I hope .he will find ms wo~%7 of ~i~ir4~ me c~on- 

ally~ It was ~markabl~. " I ~t to Ca~ne41~ i{all -- tl~ ~le structure 

is different than in Europe~ ~ air  i~ diffarent. I am tarribly grateful 

' to~Im al!owe~/ to l~e in thins ~try, sn~ sometimes I feel JUst ~ l i t t l e  

t ~ t  ~ou don' t  a~ toge th~  rea l ize  ~hat 2ou have, au~ ths  youth d~esn' t  

quite .realize it and takes things a ii~tle bit for granted because I see, 



X h ve i t  flr t hau , pro mgauda of %he tota  itari u Sta  s. 

It i~ m ~ n i f i c e n t  ~ ~ e r e  i s  no quest ion,  we mus~ aekn~iedge  i~.  I ~ n ~ t  

th i r~  tb~t ~ d g ~ c r a t ~  are ~i~ h a l f  eno'~l to ~el l  ~ t o t a l i t a r i a n  

people, in all decency ~d di~mi%y~ tl~ what w~ h~ve ~ the institutions 

in  ~ country,the i n ~ t U t i ~ e  ycmr forefathers ~lere r ~ v  to die  f o r ,  

tha t  %his heritage sbel[not only be supported but if necessary def~ide4, 
4 

and ~ ~0 i~erferi~ ~h %~ese i~s%i~u~ion~ will ~ver b~ %oler~%~. 

'~ay~e I am a l!~%le t~O fri~h~enet% D~cmls~ i %hin~ ~ha% if s~ethln~ 

s~O~ild h~pen to the fre~om of ~hls coomtr~ I km~w 8x~o~ly v~L~ the result 

wo%Id~De, It m~a~Is ~he end ~9 ~viliz~io~ because %o@~.v -- i~ is ~ v~ry 

%~aole~s~% %Drink, 8~d ~ very heav~ b%~den. ~/~ ~ my humble estlmatio~ the 

f~%gms ~f o%~ civilIza~iOm is in your han4s. Please ~on~t %h~n}t %h~% i em 

tryi~ %c get ~ io~ of b~ats and can~ons aua go %o ~orepe and shoot, not at 

all ]~t~ the unity of pe~9!e ~ho belleve i= Indlv~du~i liberty has %0 be 

es%~bhs~ ~ will ~a~ ~eme%h%~ ~hioh i found r~th~r ~mpopuler %he other 

~%%y. wi~h ~ome P~ople~ Th~ cooperation b~ween ~hls cou~%z,j and ~%~laad 

~h~ f~n~%sls are =ee~sary. ~ hee~ ~he o%he~ ~%y %h~ Fm~la~ w~s 

finishad. Well~ F2~lmad iS ~ d~a~Y whiah happens to h~ve a ~overn~en% 

which I, i~ all h~ms~ty~ am net  au~n$ ~f, Im~ the little p~ople ~n Fmgland 

are all rlgh~, To sh~w SOu ~ ~hea I was sola aown the river~ like a blind 

p~, I ~sceiv~d 9,000 let%ere fr~ within the British Isles, he, finning wx%h 

%h~ m~rs of the Royal F~m~iy aud ~nd~ ~ith ~a~loyed people, ~o~k 

~rkers~ enclosi~ %~ shlili~ o~ six pe~c~. The most ~o~chi~ %hi~4~ 

was ~ ~ when i WsS walki~%~ oU~ of m~v hous~ end a lit%Is ~irl ~S 

ri~gi~g th~ ~orbe!l. I Said, "~% can i do for you, =i~s?'* ~Are .f~/ 
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Czech,S" Am~ I Iooke~t ~t ~her ~ud ~ i c L  ,Ye~. I am The G~e~ho." She gave 

~e two ~e~le~ ~ ~i~, "~ ~ sorrj~ ~t i~ e l l  ~. have ~o%." That i~ ~%111 

the spi~i% of the majority of %he people over there. They h~ve ,~mt ~2irlt 

sad~ believe me, th~ are li~teni~ to every word ex~i~ frcm thle oou~r~. 

h~ve ~atche~ the remilt~ in E~l~n~ of ~a~ounc~en~e of your publi~ 

peopie~ Oordell H%~II, and y~mr Ohief F~xem/tive,'s last speech - wh~er yo~ 

belo~ to that side or not ~ know yon have no Ci~Itio~l opinion. Thi~s l ike 

that msk~ ~ ~errific ir~%~lue~oe~ ~ it i~ due to our Irately souls because ~e 

all w~t ~ ~e ~ t ~ .  

My little coUutry is Koi~ %0 ~ ou~ all right in the end~ I ~ not 

int~en%e~ abc~t ~he frontiers at al~; b~t th~ p~ople ~ho have stoppe~ all 

rules and repletions of the ~e mus~ Be t~id %ha% some d~7 there will 1~e 

an e~i to %he ~u%~i~ce of the world and ag~i~X am no% trying %0 flirt 

with Mr. Hitler. It iS a fact; when N~.poleoa csme to ~arope it took 

i~ tlms ~ suddenly the people said they had b~tter love that fal~o~. 

i t  i~ 'boun~ %o comae ~h~ ~y b~c~uss ~e are get~4 ~v -- I am not a 

d~ina%ional church ~o~r, bu~ w~ are getti~ awa~ from th~ %hi~s our 

esthete %~ugh% us. Europe is ]~clng ruled by evll and therefore when I 

~geak ~f a~ocrac~ e~i when I beg of ~ou, ~= a ~m who really in t~.is 
~ 

~ e  knov:~ wh~% he is %~iki~ about, to ~Ch over ~our in~tltut~ons, I 

am ~rM$~%~ to  ~eilver ~ message On behsdf of no govsr~m~t or politic~l 

O~ religious Creed. I believe the msjor~ty of the ~_~bltants of E~u~pe, 

In~l~/d~g~G~n~y ~ ~ do=t% b~ileve for ~ m~ts, a~l I h~ve live~ 

studied in ~s~n~, %bat all of %he @erman people enjoy wh~t is @oi~ on. 

< 
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Naturally ma~v of ~h~m ~n't ~,. Th~% is t~ ~lwa~, or d~a~vsat~e~ 

of ~ie~to~ahIp, that p~le ~ no% tol~ wh~t iz going on. ~refors, I 

1%h~ht~ wi~h ~u~ klm~ p~m~Is~ion, that I wo~l~n't say much more, 

bu~ ~b~ I woul& stsad ~' ~ ~ ~ examine, i know the si%~tlon of 

ha-~ened~ i~ is ~he ~ho~ i~ ~h~ch i~ ~s ~o~e ~ I obJec~ ~o. Ever 

~inc~ Hi~ler cams Into po~er we alws~vs s~id, "We do ~an~ you. ~ But for 

wh~ Soms~hlmg o~her ~hau I th~h~. We mobilised, we prepared~ we 

~p~n% vas~ s~ms for fortiflc~io~s --- ~]i, ~ ~ertainly di~u't de it ~ 

pr~2a~io~ for ~ch| but ! am no% bi%t~ ~, I ~ sad. ! am badly wo~md~. 

They di~i the b~ ~he~ ~ could. Oh~be~,ialn thought he ~m doing someth~ng~ 

B~ i% i~ the m~ho@. If %h~ ~h~d ge~ the ~r ~h~md in ~nt~ 

~atlonal ~e~l~ ~ii, ~e mi@h~ JUS~ a~ well pack Up. As ~r Ohai~a 

ss;ia t %h~ t~eat~ of Vers~ille~ w%s aa ~af=Ir %~ea%y, and X ~.ree w~h him 

tho~o~, ~ ~ should never a~aln dra~ ~ ~reK%y llke tha~, I ~h~nk 

it w~s a mi~a~. There wsze a serle~ of mls%~es, Once you star% s!i~+~_~, 
% 

~ osm.ne~ sty@, ~@ we cer~inl~ ~i sl~a~ ao~n v~ Io~. 

1%hi~ ~ iS al~ I have to %~, a~! I ask you ~o ~sk me perti~en~ 

questions, X have ~ s~.m~ets, ~ a~ s privat~ m~, rsspo~slble %,o 

nobody ~ %  G~, snd ~ will be vary ~la6 to ~ns~ar anythlz~ a~jbody 

-8- 



¢ 

q~. ~ ~ ~eu th~mk that Germa~ '~ have ~urvive~ or woul~ h~ve io~t 

th~ w~r ~ It Ima ~tmrtea ~a~ f~l? 

A~ I~ persoma~l¥, and I m~plmsiz~ ,2mr ~orm.ll~. am of the opinion 

tlmt Ge~ ~oul~[ have ~Iost ,&e ~ %>~use %he alolrlt whiah I speak abm~% 

~ai~ h~ve a4ide~ w~1~ reBn~orov the d~islon throughout the ~orld with 

persuasion, ~hat i~ the ~aole war I think @erm~ w~ald have lost. Tha~ 

Q. I f  G e ~  ha~ IO~t ~S war~ ~m~Id not the s~me situation have 

a~i~e~ late~, i~ ~h~ ~et~g to ~h~ esst? 

A. L~ us sp~ of a ~a~ Garma~v. i~ t~at it? Do you mean %o B~v 

Germany lo~ng ~h~ war and r~Ini~ a alo~torah~p, or ~Ith the losing of 

the wa~ ~ a ~ ~.~ ~uld ~ i~%0 b~i~ to.led in a different m~uu~r 

~th w~ho~ ~e wo~l~ make i~rlend~ a~%sr th~ ~r, and let th~ go to %he sas% 

if neCes~y or e~ploit the east, or g~% eConomi~ advsatages on ~ re~- 

l~ed ~ner~ I sm =o~ 'afraid of i~ if dons in e ~sntlemauly ~uner. 

Q~ Th~a I t~ it ~a~ the ~nswar i~ ~m~ abound she ~ve lo~t the 

wa~ C~er~,~v ~c~a. have deVei~ed. 

A, ~ ~m oonvi~e& of It, I f  ~erm~r~y woul~ h~ve lost the war or ~f 

~the~e is a ~ in Gamar4 i t  is b ~  to be a ~ e  for the better 

tenure th~ have %fled ~hls, ~ I think there ~ould be a new Ge~, 

~U~ perhs~s ~ m!l~%ary d~o~torshlp %0 start ~vith, and then to revolve 

into s~me~hin~ else. As I say, I am aot afraid of Germany. I said t~ 

othe~ d~ I h~a i~flnlt~l~v r~the~ be a ~all province of a democracy tha~ 



a ki~ of l~scist Bohemla, i hope sad pray I can go'to Berlin and come %o 

a decent arra~g~ment wiSh Germany,~ It ~s logical. 

Q. Would you mind giving us your opinion on what you thlnk wo~ld be 

the status of Germany tod~ if Hitler had not come into power at the time 

that h~ did~ 

A~ That is a l~rge order. Germany was in a bad way when Hitler c~me 

in% Q@rmany was demoralized and GenY~my was loekir~ for leadershlp - and 

they got it. But if Hitler hadn't come, it is quite possible that Bolshevism 

could have evolved or s~e other extreme form of government unless there 

would h~ve been a decent eoopera~i~u of the powers of Europe. If there 

would have been a coopera%io~ of Europe and Europeans, Russia, too -- you 

can't exclude Russia, X ~ ags, inst the Four Power Poet ~or the simple 

reason that ~alf of Eurone be!ong~ to Russia. Whether you like ~t or not, 

I believe it ~e ur~beilevably ~hocki~, The only way is tl~t we have got 

to ell get together. We h~ve got to t~ Germany and help Germany to ge~ 

out of I%. Wh~ther I% is golr~ %0 be ~th cannons or otherwise, I don't 

,know. 

Q. I w~s wonder~n~ if i% hadn't been for ~he att~tuoe of the other 

countries of FA~rope ~t that time that might not h~ve bee~ averted today, 

A, Possibly, I th~nk if we had mtopped ~he repar~tion~ mud ~I! 

tn~t ~ort of thing perhaps i~ could h~v~ been avo~aed. Don't forget 

F~sia ha~ed. With a gr~at ~hing like that usually comes a reaction. 

I ,~hLuk Lenin is the i!legitimats f~tlmr of ~ussol~ni and ~ussol~ni is the 

illeglt~ate father of i~%~ler~ 



Q. ~m~V of us are no% certain of Italy'm place ~n this. Is ~he on 

the fence or where? 

A,, I hsventt been there 1~tely. I don~t think that Itr~ly can r~!ly 

~m~t ~w~r.~ One thing ~hich c~a be of interest ~n answer~g this ~estlon 

is. you s~f'the method of Itsly is tl~t of, ~ell, ~stch as catch can or 

get wl~at yo~ (~u, Italy !~ try~ to bLnc~il; I don't want to u~e it in any 

bad w~ ~, but the ~hole thlmg in my estimation is a form of blac1~a~l~ and 

unless th,~e people realize ~nat there is an end to the patience of the 

~orld hhey will go o~ ~s long as they can~ The results ~m be da~trous. 

I don~t th~nk ~t~ly i~ heart ar~ heart with Germsmy. ! k~ t h a t  there 

ar~ ~ people in Italy very dissatisfied. You ~re much better ir~formea 

4~han I ~ 4~h~% i~ your bu~ue~ to ~mo.~ Bu~ l%al~ ~s not ~ to conquer 

~f~i~a~ b~ the ~orce of ~s I am co~vlnc~d of it, Bu~ if they think 

TUniS is ~ i o~0 ~ ~e be han~ed to th~m~ why wo~!dn'% ~hey try It'r If somebody 

'm~nted to g!v~ m~ ~ million dollars I ~m not goi~ to StOp him. 

O~ ~ w~s privii~d to heSr a le~ure ~y rm, Ho~abe~k a% the War 

Colle4~e ~ ~eek, in which he gave aa his opinion %ha% Mr. Chamberlain 

was more ~rald of Bulahevi~m as ~ result Of an aftermath of war th~ as 

result of planes Hitler wa~ golr~ to use on London. Would ~ou care to 

A~ i cau, aeflni%ei~, with a~e~lute authority on that. It is a fact 

that Gh~mber!ain is a representative of the people ~ are fr~Ehten~d 

~f Bolshevism, f r igh tened  to de~th, ~ho don't realize ~hat the thing %hat 

i s  going on in  Germany i s  ve ry  s imi l a r ,  ~n~ i f ,  a s  one hears  from very  goo~ 

sources, i~Itler i~ goir~ to go for the oa~hollos in the ~pri~g and po~slbly 



for the ~n~t arlstocra~ later in the year, then the ~ferenoe b~twe~m 

R~ssi~ ~ ~rmany will be very sma~l. It is ~ f~ct that these people are 

frightensd Df Bol~h~vi~m~ 
r 

I will give you an exmmpl~. Yo~ will all r~amber ~ couDlc of years 

~o there ~ prOpaga. ~da that Gze~hoslova~da h~ bec~me a vassal of 

Bolshevism, that we were the outpo~te of Bol~hevlmm. And the people who 

b~lleve~ this ~ it ~ ~nbellevable, ~at i never sa~ ~%ybody who knew. 

Feople ss.~d ~ saw s,~m~one who ~ ~om~on~ Who ss~, They were saying ~ha~ 

people ~n the Britlmb Cabinet beiic~ed it, %h8 Oz~chosl~a was ~having 

a~rdrome~ h%i!% by Russian soldiers~ a h~ndr~d t~mus~nd ~issisn soldiers in 

Czeahoslov~<i~ ~mi!4a~g ~dre~s, No~, my friend ~Gt~bo k~c~s tk~t we er~ 

the mos~ highly indu~tr~sli~d ca~ntry in eentral ~rope. I sold mY ~ae2~xne 

to the British Army and %h~F ~mV~mr ~%op~sd thamki~ me for it. And 

. ~ " that we h~d a there were ~eq~io ~n the Br$%imh Csb!~n~ ~ho beli~ve~, it, 

h~red ~hou~nd rookies ~o level off ~ piece of gronn~l. .qltler ~S his 

grea%es~ claim to f~s, to you ~d to ~re~ Brltsin sI~d. %o France. ,I h~ve 

saved Et~ops from Bolshevism." There is no &~ug, er of Bolsnevlsm. 

Bol.%h~Ism as such has lost~ Bolshevism in Rassh% h~ been eeendmloally 

a fail,u~ Wh~t do we see in P~ssi~ todaF? ~t is ~ gang of murderers 

In ~he Cr~m]~m who kill everyb~y they dc~n'~ llke. a sort 0_9 glorifis& 

sts%e soelalism. That has nOth ~g to do wi~ c.o~mtmi~m or the little man 

h~v~ng s1%v rights. ~ m-i~ somebody who ~s very v~ll informed the dsy Before 

left ~k~land, and his la~est report ~s that the terror in IA~sla is 

%errlble, So %~he fact is t b~t ~here are a &Te~% meny people in Faglan~ 



~ ' ~ r ~  ~ ' ~  ~'~F~'~ %~ ~'~-~'~'9"~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " ~ "  ~'~ ~ ~ ~'~ 

a~ a g ~  ~-~v people in Frauce, represen~ecl by ~ ~entiemsn oalled ..;~;~;, 

an~ ~ e F  sey we mmst ~ %o an e~e~en% with Hitler 1~ec~uBe if we don't 

%h2 next sl~err~%%IYe will be Bolshev~am, 

Q~ Ln The Army I~s~ial ~oil~e %hls ~ear one or two lecturers 

~Ve r~ked %h~% ~he F beiSev~ Mr, Hitler in the n~m~r future will make 

alliance ~i%h S%al~n. D~ }~%% st~so~ibe to that? 

A '~eil, I dnn'~ s~bsez~be ~O i% li~ that, h~% there is ~ertsln 

peSs~billty ~here. Le~ me see~ ~ ssuld tell you a very defln~%e -- I am 

~% ell~ed %0 S~ svery%hi~ on %hlS point and ~o~ ~ill see wh~. I am 

~n a pOei%$O~ %0 tell ~ ~ha% sometime e~ at %he time of ~he de~h of 

K~ng Georg~ %he ~If~h~ ~ere ~as a wry strong ~ s~rong on the 

milit~y si~e, ~k~oha~ky~ ~o came to ~he funer~l of K~ng George had h~s 

tloke~s bsmk vi~ Berlin ~eo~u~e he told me so. }~e m~, "I ~ going to 

Berlin ~o see -- ~' sad even mentioned one or two people he was goxng to see. 

~fnether this rspresaut~tlve ha~ a plan thet v~s almost ready to be put ~nto 

operat ion I ~ no% i~ a po~itlon %0 kn~w, Bat there was an awTul lot goi~E 

en ~t %he be~Imni~4 of the cleani~ up~ or %he purge, as ~r. $tai~n l~s 

%0 e~ll ~%. Tu~have~ky ~as .put on %he spot for the simple reason that they 

fot~ out oceaslez~lly in polities %h~t yo~l ~% oblige, I used to sit 

next to him and he ahowe~ ms ~%~n documente ~hlah ~otdd tend to prove 

th~ %here wa~ s s%ro~ mo~e~t in ~he ermy. I don ~ t thiDk %h~t ~t the 

moment there is any dauber for %he simple re~son ~Itler wants %he i%zrain, 

the bo~e of c~ten%ie~ and the l~/ssi~s m,s not going to ha~v~ It i~ke that, 

Ba~ it ~s ~uw~s s %h~ to ke~p in mind. I ~hlmk om~ of ~he g=a~t ml ta~s 

W~ l~Ve made in E~e is dlsre~ard~ng ~assie, When we sa~ ~h/ssia~ ~he~ 

"Please do ~ men%io~ the% name," I don't agree. Ws have %0 k~ep Russia ~- 



it is in the ro~m , it is n~re, I% is pa~t of the whole thi~. if we l~eep 

snobbing them, if all the so-cslle~ democracies keep ~n~,b~ing and klckun g 

them ~ll the ~ime, I don~t know, if Mr. Stalin disappears, or if there 

~uldn ~ % be a possibility of a cllck~n~ between Germany sad ~ss~. And 

~h~% would tn~t meant It is a terrible idea. And ~erefore I often ssy 

~e must try to be nice %o ~h~ l~usslans even if we have a ~m in the hip 

poc~%~ 

Q. Do you care to comment on the prospects for contln~ation of 

d~ncmrati~ prlnQiples in Oze~hoslovskla under the present r~gime? 

~ A. I have no s e a ,  e t a ,  s:~c~pt one or t~m. The governmaut of my 

poor ~unt~y st the woment is going to deviate fairly far from dsmocratlc 

princi~o!es, for r~asons %h~t are obvious, whether they want it or n o t ,  

I wouldn't like ~e be ~ member of %~m% government, ~d I resigned on the 

4~y thay ~old us down the rlvar| bu£ they can't help them~elves~ this 

~anic!~ 1~asin~ss. And the treaty of Versailie~ - i% is a classic, it is 

Shakespeare eomparea wi~h ~% h~s havpe~ed. You all know, for ~ustauce, 

that e!ee£riclt~ in ~he capStsl o~ Czechoslov~ikls is electricity from 

German~. Th~ ~nter of our ~ent industry aud the Pilzner Beer l~ve 
? 

their w~ter ~orks ~n @erma~V, B~r~m~ where our famous ~ehlne ~ is 

ma~e, has Its ~mter works in Germsny. The thi~ has been dens. I% is 

devilish affair, yea see. Therefore, our r~lin~ people will h~e %0 ~mCe 

very ~h %o Kitler~s ~une, 

Our iittls man iS all right. Th~ gross of the p~op]e, the ~zech 

people, the $1ovaks - I ~ ~ Slovsk more than a Ozech (I am very m~oh 

sshsme% of my Czech ~t the moment) - bn% the gross of the people are 



all righ~J They a~en'% ~erats~ In all our %hous~ud~ of year~ of 

history eur~ has ~ys been ~he d~ocra%ic prln~Iple, 6ku ~ big people 

~re people ~ho fo~t mi~d over ~%~er, ~ho ~ied for an idea. Oar ~tr~mg~h 

h~s ~lw~ been r~%hsr th~ ~mooratle !~e~. I am no% ~fraid t~% we will 

succt~b~ or that our l~ple can be made into a h~ppy~r~n ~art", not at 

all. But yore will see %h~r~Es %h~t will ~e you wonder, and make my 

h%~r~ bleea~ g~ on i~ m~ e~a country You ~ realize the way th~ 

thi~ is h~dled ~am~% bri~ ~. nime reaction, ~% is a~Tul, the ~hx~ 

the% ar~ going to h~ppen, ~y ~e mmch %0 be pxtled. 

~. ~s ther~ r~s~ eDp~sion-- in the fArs~ ~!~ce~ wore the Czad~t~m 

pec$~le r~ily Ge~an~ in ~he ~enso we unler~t~ the ~ermau~ of Pruss~, 

aud ~e they op~r~sed? 

° h ^. They v.~.e Ge~ns, Oe~mau sp~k ng people. ~&o h~d lived ~n 

Boh~m~ for ever, Bohemi~ i~ tl~e oi~ fr~n~le~ of ~ar~e. They w~'~ r~% 

~pore~-~l. ~y w~ @,upi~ly tr~%~d. The~e was no op~res~on~ ~s we 

~all oppression nowadays. If 2~ C~"e wB~% is going ou there now, i% 

w~s absolutely h~ven. Our m~s~kes were s~upia. Havi~ been the secon~ 

fiddle f~ three h~r~ years our people ~eren ~ t e~@~rienced ~ were 

rat~mr s%uek up, ~®New ~ ~re goi~ %o show y~a we are %he m~sters." 

Tao~iessn~ss -- But %h~ had ~b~olu~ freedo~ in the schools. ~aen 

~!~n came ~here were more schools 10~r capi~ in Sude%au @~r~ than 

zn Prussi~ The culture ~ educational development wasn't interfere& 

wi~ ~ el!, All th~% ~hat ~ have heard ah~u% oppression is par% of 

the remsrI~able @erman props@9~da. On %hs whOl~, you osa~t talk abo~t 

~ppressi~u, 
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Q. I ~ in the New York T!me~ ~cmetlme age that mr. Benes asked 

the foreign office in Brlta!n ~he~her or not they were go~ %0 stand by 

Oz~hoslovakla in itB ~h~ali~s with G~rma~V, sad if st, that he hlm~elf 

~ould be a%le %o make ~ deal with Get.stay on the Suds%an L~m~ As 

am~sm%t%or yc~l ~ula ~ew if %here w~B a~ truth in that sta~em~%, 

A~ The answer is ~n %h~ e~fflrm~tive. Was there a possibility? 

There was defln~te negotiations goi~ on ~l%h the knowledge of 9~anee sa~ 

Greet Bri%aln s(~etime ~0,. ent% I ~o~a S~kv miGcess~ul T~ego%Imtlons, which 

were b~eken off ~a%her mysteri~sly ~bout the ti,~e %hst I mentioned t~ 

~o~, %be T~chavesky aff~r, ,9~e~ly ths ~rm~ negotiators dlasppesre~! 

in thin ~r. ~t is so a~d i hav~ told i%. ~ %told %he British ~overn- 

ment a% £he time that if they di&u~ t went ns we ~onld come to a~ agree- 

ment. But ~ were ple~ylmg %he old-fashioned gsme, ws told our friends, 

we notifi~l bo~h ~%gl~ud a~d ~r~nce, and %hey ~du, t dlssDprove. But 

they said, "Don't bs under any l%l~s)~n theft yo~ can come ~o an agree- 

mea~. ~hy mheuld you worry? We are B%sadir~ by y~u anyway." And I 

think a~ Lhs time th~ theu~ht the~ were. Sc~timeB people think %hey 

are sOm~thln~ hba~ ~hey are not .~ human nature. 

Q. We h~ve read lately about raw m~terlals and s~vora! writers 

main~n that  %h~ I~ of  ~hese raw materSals !~ sc~e of the po~ers is 

possibly the ~ason for the turme~l of the world today. In your opinion, 

is that t~ae? The B~eond psr~ of my qmeBtlon is, ~h~t, in your opinion, 

is the solution ~o ~h~ ~orla probleus tc~ 

A, If you gO home and bring your blankets au~ pillows I think we 

could s~end a pleass~t mo~h tege~her, bat ss far ~s the raw ~%erlals 



are ~noerned i~ is a fsmt ~hat Germsmy (I think it is much better to 

speak concretely) is ~n lack of certain raw materials ~ad ~h~ ~s moving 

heavea and earth to get them. I sm of %he opinion that if we could reg~- 

late this qa~stlon i% woula be very usefttl ~d helpful to peace, On the 

other h~ad, my i~formatlon, and I presume your informatlon also, is of this 

oharaoter~ Whe•sver they get a raw ~mteriel they only use it for one 

specific purpose. Now if we could ss~, "Now, Adoif, old boy, -ill you stop 

that nonsense", but don ~ % forget that no one has spoken that lan~e to 

Germsmy. There is th~ deadlsck~ It is the ol~ coming to London 

wlth a fantastzc I~'~ooaition. ~t proposltion in itself -- why, twenty 

years ago you would have sent a polloeman to ~et a dar~gerous man. They are 

goin~ to make m~malade out of hay, exT)ort i5 to Englana, England is going 

to P~4/~'~ith gold for it, ea~ they ere going to give Jews who llve in Germany 

%i~ket~ so they can get that w~lade wi~en they get to England. Why, 

they dont t waat marmalade. The thing ~s so abnoz~ml. The waole economic 

~true%~ is so abnerma! and I sm led to answer ~hat gaest~en. 

Unlss~ we come down to rock bottom in economics ,~ can't come down 

to rook bottom in politics, and there ~ wo~!d say %h~s. for insh~mce, we 

have s~arted ~ lot of funny little eountrzes out of the ~ar: Ozecho- 

slovakla, Li~husa~a, Esthoni~, i do~t know how many. ! afLways thought 

th~ Au~r~m-~kw4~a~ w~sn ~ t broken up by us~ it fell ~par~. Si~mlt~eeusly 

w%th ~he ~tlonal indepenaence we s~ed economle Inaepenaenoe. ~y 

estlm~tlon at least, is the treaty of Versailles is to be blamed for 

what we have seen teds~, Every llttls country smaller th~n the District 

of Oolumbia was s~If-soffloient. The man who invented the words "self- 

-9- 



~ioi~ncy" s~ .aut~ahy . c rts!nly should be executed ~n hhe public 

~qusme~ He w~s N me,ace to hu~mai~y. I ~ill give an e,~mple. I wa~ in 

'Genev~ as a ~ieg~te with the ies~ae of "No, ions". I l~ke to cai~ it that. 

a~d ~here ~s ~ funny little man %here~ H~ had glasses !ik~ this, really 

quite ~ fellew~ he a l~s wore a morning eoat~ sad he w~s kind of cute. 

Se I said, "What's that?" ~ tho~%~h% I w~uld b~ it end bring it to m~ 

nSeces~ And they ~si~l, ~t is %he prlm~ minister of Es%heni~; they are 

very niospe~91s," So ! ~s presented to }[.%~ Exce!i~cy, a~%d I ~ k e d ,  

"Eow ~r~ thing~ in N~on:~?" He ~newered "Ver~ good, indeed, ~%honza 

i~ ~elf-sufficlent." I ~-ai~ %o him, "I sm very g!a~ to h~r that. I ~B 

in E~,thoni~ sometime ~o~, Nobo~l~ was h~me, Then ~ere %11 o~tslde ca%oh- 

A~4~ ~rd!~s ~" Nhereupo~, he got very ~ .  

~n ~ h~ble estimation, there ~r~ only three ccentries which could 

pOSSibly claim self-suffzeie~y~ ~hs United ~t~%es, Russia, ~nd Ohina, but 

no other coun%rles. Unl~ss ~e rea~ize some of th~ home t~ths -- ~e 

c~u~t ~Ve hhe cak~ sacl eat it, That is the w~l~ sol~ion of the pes~e 

prob~I~m. But ~B gre all ~he time eating~ it sn~ s%V~ we h~e at N~en we 

h•venJ ~ It~ 

Q~ i~yo~r~plniOn~ ~o ymA th~nk that free %ra~e would be ar4V nearer 

solutlen '~o WO~'la problems ~o~y? 

A. "~ I~Sm e free tra~er. I ~±aeve that free trade is a veiny heslthy 

zns~It~ion and open ~mps%i%ien ~B the solution of our %roubies, You 

o~n*t ~ve free trade. The Interference of Government has progressed so far -- 

ms~v I ask whet is the mission of %h&s Oollege? If I ~erst~ud it rlgh%ly, 

it ~ to study and SpY on AmeriCan i~try to Buch a~ extent %hat if some- 

,t 



thtr~ Should happen ~ou wo~Id ~ v e  i% - t~re! Evmry gowrn~nt~ 
¢ 

whether it wonts to or no~, is f~C~d ~o interfere wlth ecoacmics. I 

th~nk it is sa %mh~%hy thing. It is geaa?ai in E~glaua: they are doing 

i t  in th%~ ecuntr~r to ~ certain ex%en~; not t ~ s ~  of G o ~  where ~lI 

Indiv~dnsl en~erprlse has been ~%opped by the government, if ~e want t~ 

come back %0 free trade, We ~ t  sur~p all ~hls. 

Colonel ~es: I ~w~nt %o s~, ~r, ~m~r2k, thst the Indns%rlal College 

is not for the i~rpcse Of s~i~ ~n i~ms~. 

Mr~ ~ k , |  I ~ never ~old %h~, but 1%~ou@ht - well, In~str~ai 

College - ge%tin~ together t~ dO ~ ~hir4: ~ ecoaomicslly as possible, as 

quicki~ ~s possible. I use& that w~rd "spy a , ~hlch ~s a rmUghty word. 

~ In your opinion, cli~ 6i~m~be~l~in t~e the action v~ich he ~!~ a~ 

" ' Munich for ~V military re~sons, ~m~ if they ~er~° can you ~ell us of ~cme? 

A. Poli~icaily (~berlain wants pe~C~ ~e h~s i~ in ms h~a ~bat 

he is gO~n~ ~o ~ppease I~op~ -- ~e ~2e wr~ n~r applied now (a shocklu~ 

word,), Fr~ the mii~t~v~ point it i~ a faet that ~ae F~snch suddenly 

realized ~e2 onlF hs~ seven ~dlpL~ues a~ two of them ~n ho~,  and then 

suddenl~ we s.v~ ~oI~ %h~ nob~ is ready. B~t i think that the mill%~ 

reasons are m2mh -- et%ho~h t ~ s~/'e that neither E~4~land nor Fraace 

were ready, ~T~ s~%i~rcraf% d~fense ~f London w~s unspeakable, shocklr~, 

~a% %ha~ ~sme a~ a sec~y conaldsra%ion~ It Is d~s~ssed ~hls way today, 

There is %he fear ~f Bol~hevimm on the one side sad on %he other side the~e 

iS a v e r y  st~o~ %rend o f opinion ~n ~iand l:Me this, "~ not ~ive ~{l%ler 

a free han~ in the east", as repres~nte~ by Neville Henderson, the British 

aabas~tor  in Berlin, aUd 'a gre~% ~ others, who sa~ it i~ none of our 
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b'asine~e i~ @ermm~ expan~ ~o ~b.e e a ~ .  ~he millay, I think, ~ hung 

on to th~ political, ~au~s Gh~mberialn made u~ his mind ~here wa~ going to 

te no war. I came as near k~wIDg am aayb~ there, Th~e are vory ~rk 

~' spo~ ~ the micdle in this film~ m~Tbe ~hey will be cleared up some day. 

~ere are eertaln ~hi~s I ~ill never unaerstand. My i~ea is that it was 

politics plus mili ta~, 

Colonel Miiem: I think w~ hav~ ~ke~ ell the que~tlon~ that we 

shouldt ~ ,  L.~a~ar2k~ saa i terribly ~nt to ~hauk yem, on behalf of the 

Industrial College and it~ ~ue~ her~ today, for G~s fi~ talk, an& I 

think that ~eu made a Very ~od p!~ far you~ e~u~e. 
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