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AN IMPRESSIONISTIC SURVEY OF WORLD AFFAIRS.

I can assure you that I am very glad to be with you again,
and I shall try to do very much the same ilhing as I did last
year, that 19, more or less extemporaneously ghat about whet
seem to be the outstanding feabtures of the world situation as
revealed by references to the map. I am rather sorry that this
1s an outline map. It mey be rathor difficult for you to visuo~-
lize some of the things, but I imegine that you have the coun-
tries of the world pretty well fixed in your mand.

Of course I need not emphasize the fact that since I was
with you about a year age very groat things have heppened and
there have been great changes in the world situation. when I
addressed the class last year I was really quite optimistac,.
1t secmed to me that the policy of understanding - I prefer to
use that word rather than appeascment -~ inaugurated by Mr.
Chamberlain, Prime Minister of Great Bratain, pointced the way
to the possibility of a tairly effective, perhaps we shall not
say solution, but at least a Tairly effective reoeting of the
minds of principal Huropean vowers and a genuine relaxation of
the high tension that had prevailed in Buropce for scveral years.
Today I am not nearly so optimistic. My feclings arc perhaps
slighily paradoxacal, I am fundamentally pessimistic and yet
my pessimism does not take the form that mosi people have. I
thaink the chances arc that there will not be a general war in
Burope this summer. Perhaps there may not be a general war in
Turope at all, but that does not mean that there i1s any likeli-
hood of genuine peace descending upon Europe for a long tiue
to come.

In fact, the events of the last year necessitate, I be-
lieve, a fairly fundamental revision of our thinking about
such matters as peace and war. What we see going on in Furope
today is what in former times would have undoubtedly meant war
in the old sense, that is, fighting, killiag, and all the
other paraphy¥nalia that have gone with what we know as war-
fare since earliest times. It may be that vhat we are seeaing
today 1s a new type of warfare, not waged with shot and shell
and not necéssitaling the wholesale killing of men upon the
battlefield, but nevertneloss, 1t 1s something very analogous
to what we know as war.

Let us get right down to fundamentals and see what war is.
I think that most of the classic writers on war say that it i1s
a fundamcntal clagh of wills bebweon either two nations or
two groups of nations, i1n which onc sidc sceks to hreak the
will of the other and imposec i1ts will upon them, That 1s
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essentially what war is, If i1t becomes basic enough, those
nations are willing to go to any feasible lengths to break
the other person's will, Up to recent fimes the chief method
of accompllshing that was by armed forece, in other words, 6014
style war, But thd progress of the military and naval arts,
the development Jf the airplane, cte., so far as these crowded
nations of Zurape arc concerned, have, to my mind, introduced
some pretly fundamental modiflcatlons of the situotion,

The lessons of the last war secm o be that that war did
not accomplish what war basically ais designed to do, It did
rot definitely break the will of the vanquished; ncithor did
1t imposc the will of the victors, The collection of trcaties
of Versaillos imposed such a coadition upon Europe that sus-
taincd recovery was wmpossible. The conomic seb-up imposed
by the Versailles treaties was such, especially in Central
Europe with the bresk-up of the old Austris-Hungary ompire,
that the hoort of the conbinent was doomed to cconomice sbage
nabion and decay, The political consequences reversed the
whole modern trend which as toward the integration of larger
and larger units by splitt.ing up, by Balkanizing most of the
continent of Furope, making a larger number of smaller states,
some of which were wholly artificial, and dictated largely by
political considerations,

last year I called attention notably to the conditions
of Czechoslovakia, which I then described as a political mon-
strosity, which had been given its form largely by the insis-
tence of France in order that Czechoslovakis should gerve as
the gendarme of Prance and the allies to prevent any rescovery
of Germany, «nd in which Czechoslovakia had been forced to
take in much larger groups of racial minorities than either
ecertainly Masaryk, who is a vory farsighted statesman, or Mr,
Benes, would have liked, but they were compelled to do 1t,
Therefore, I felt at ithe lime that Czechoslovakia was such an
artificial ereation that 1l probably was doomed to partial or
complete extinetbion, and what made me opbimistic last year
about the outcome of that c¢risi., which had then begun, was
tht I felt there was no fundamental clash of wills between
the great protagonists of FEuropean policy, Gormany and England,
I felt at the time what turncd out to be true later, that the
Brilish governmeat had reconciled it.elf to a German overlord-
ship over Czechoslovakia and probably to the inclusion of the
Germans of Sudetar land, Therefore, all through the spring
and right through the great crisis last summer I felt there
was not geing to be any war, that there would be a settloment
becausc there was no fundamental elash of wills invelved,

-.2—



L A A A LC At i A A u

T e T TR e s e = AR G A S T SaemEmEoSs T T _ =

There were grave dangers of war 1f France had not been forced

to accommodate herself to Bratish diplomacy. It she had jumped
the fence, as 1t were, and atbacked Germany, or 1f the Czmechs
had started a war, war might have resulted because in all these
situations, even after you have evaluated and evaluated correct-
ly, tne known and predictable factors, there remains a residual
which can only be termed the X quantity, the behavoir of per-
gsonalities, possible waves of popular feeling, some mass emotion
which becomes highly convageous and which will sweep peoples
mtbo war by an excess of almost beserk rage, or some wave of
panic which will break their will to resist and lead to polita-
cal concessions much greater then could have been imagined from
a mere evaluation of the known and predictable factors. Why

I call that an X guantity is that these personal and psycho-
logical factors are essentially unpredictable., They cannot be
evaluated and therefore they must be left as an X gquantity in
every equasion which may vitiate the socundest and wisest analy-
s1s of those things which can be predicted and which are fairly
known,

Now what heppened in Furope, as I see 1%, was this. Mr.
Chamberlain was reconciled to the German triumph in Czechoslo-
vakia. He had reconciled himself to a German economic pramacy
in Central Europe. I took up that question last year and I
endeavored to show how the situalion throughout Central Europe
was so bad largely as lhe result of peaee treaties, that these
various succession states could not stand alone economically
and that some arrangement with Germany would have had %o be
made sooner or later because Germany was their natural market
and natural complement, ithat the great German industrial area
was the natural place from which they would draw most of their
manufactured goods and Germany offered the major market for
their raw materlals. It 18 a2 situation which 1s economically
perfectly sound, but of coursc you can't judge Europe on
eeconomic terms ag you can an integrated area like vhe United
States because thore 18 no united states of Europe. Thosc
duropean countries are sundercd from one another by political,
culbural and religious gulfs and their national cxistences
are so precious to them that in the last enalysis they are
always willing to sacrificc economic well-~being for national
oxistence.

It seems Lo me that Mr. Chamberlain and the Braitish
government practically told Germany this We are willing to
acguiesce 1n your galniag economic primacy over Central Hurope,
but 1t must be done in two ways. In the first place, 1t must
be fairly gradual. In the second place, 1% must remain prima-
rily on the economic plane, So 1n a senge Hibtler had encouraged
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that viewpoint that i1t would be accepted by Germany because
down to the time when he went Ln and grabbed the 3lav part of
Czechoglovakia he had always maintained that was his Thard
Reich. He would nct annex any large non-German populations.
They didnt*t wart them, but his Third Reich would be politically
thoroughly German, and 1% was upon that Germanic unat of bleod
and speech and culture and tradition that his Third Reich was
going to oe built, and that boyond that of course there would

be aneconomic field where Gecmany would be economically predo-
mrnant but lhat he di1d not wish to annex any of these countries,
It was upon the besis of that, I believe, that the British of-
fored CGermany that compromise, Of course the terms of that
compromi se werce broken when Hitler went in and amnmexed the whole
of Czecchoslovakia. That is ancorporating seven million Slavs
dircetly into Germany and also by the protectorate over Slave-
nia, practically onnexing 2 couple of million more. Furthor-
more, 1t was perfectly cvident that he wss going o procced
both 1n a very much moic ropird way than the Braibtish had believed
he would do and also that he would abandon his racialist conecept
for whet ho called legal and sound an his "Lebensraum" and that
Germany would not only have cconomic predominance bub also
practically polaitical predominancc and probobly with those two
there would go st—abegire predominance so that he would be able
to acquire such a mastery over those nations that he would not
only be ablce to have first eall upon their products in time

of war, but he also would h~ve Tirst call upon=sheir cquip-

ment and their man power, 1in other words, that he was planning
t0 build up a great Germanic ompire no longer st¥*ctly racial
out of the old imperial type.

Now, as soon as he chowed his hand in that way of coursc
Great Braitain hag reverted wmmediotely to her c¢lassiec policy
of attempting to opvose to the bitter end any powor that
attempted to erect that sort of an cmpire, and 1t 1s the thing
she has donc cver sineg Phillip the Second tried to buirld up
1 great ompire, thoe Hapsburgs nd later the Bourbons, and
Napolcon, and William the Sccond. So Hngland roverts to the
classic pattern and she 1s attempting to forge a coalition
Just in the old style, and of course Germany and Italy arc
plying with the axis alliaincce, which i1s being signed formally
today.

Now why, in vicw of all that, do I still consider that
war 13, porhaps not unlikely, bub o put 1t statistieally I
think the chancecs against war are at least sixty-forty® The
reason 1s that a general war in crowded Burcpe today would
probably result in such terrific destruetion, such tremendous
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loss of 11fe, not merely among the combatants but among the
non-combatants, such horrible disorginizabion of the countraies,
with possible famine, epidemics, and such appalling economic
wastage of everythiag, and of course absolute financial bhank-
ruptey, debts which could never be paid resulting either in
repudiation or inflation, that the chances are that so far as
these crowded countries of Burope are concerned there would be
in the strict sense neither victors nor vanquished, thab is,
ihe technical vicitors would be an almost as bad & position as
those whom they had defeated on the battleficld. The position
of the victors would be very much like the statue of the wing-
less victory in the Louvre. It has no arms and part of 1ts
face 1s gone and one of the breasts is chipped off, a terrible
mess, and an Irishman was being shown that, "Pat, that's the
statue of wictory,™ "If that's victory™, he said, "Show me
the olhor fellow.™ Th.t would be abowl the position of the
vietor and the vanguished afteor another genoral war in Europe.

Let us sce now th~t coaforms with the classic theory of
breaking the will of the cnemy and imposing your will upon the
cticmy, If victors and vanguished clike worc so shattered and
so disorganized and s0 broken that they were all falling into
a morass of chaos and revolution, 1f the navions themselves
were aisappearing, in chaotic maclstrom, where would your
national w#11ls be?® There wouldn't be any. The whole paicture
would have dissolved into fregments. I think 1t 1s 2 knowledge
of that, that in another war of this choracter theré will be,
in the larger sense, neither victors nor vanguished, which 1s
the great deterrent to formal war.

War in Furope today meauns collective suicide., what you
may get 18 a furbher conduct of this bloodlegs warfare that
18 going on, thig d.plomatic war in which armies ana navics
are used as instruments of pressure politics and where you
el all sorts of economi¢ pressures and psychological presg-
sures. Unless, as I say, some leador's nerve cracks or
unless some peocple go beserk under the strain, I believe the
cliances are you afe going to have this sort of thing going
on Tor six months, & year perhaps, or two or threc yecars,
until one of three itnings happens., Fither onc nabtion o6r one
lcador or a group of leaders goes bescrk - "Neover mind, any-
thing 25 betteor than this. Lot's risk cverything. Iet's
have a war. We can't stand this any longer.”™ Or you are
gowng to get a psychological cracking of onc side. One side
Just can't stand the sbrain and 1t 18 going to crack and you
are going to have a bloodless victory for the side with the
stronger ncrves and the greater staying power, Third, you
may got a condition of stelemate and mutual exhsustion in
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which these powers arc literally crushod, beneath the weight
of their own armor, in which they are like some of those
mythical dincsaurs that armored thomselves so heavily an the
course of their plysical evolution that they just couldn't
get around. They couldn't move gquickly to got onough food,
and so when the climate changed slightly and vegebable food
bccame somewhat less abundant they Just starved to death.
That 18 what scientists give as one of the ressons why those
dinosaurs perished from the carth.

It may be bthat peoples over there wall have morbagaged
their power to such an oxtont that they arce reduced to the
condition of a group of invalids in a hospital ward that will
shaking their figts at oach othor from theair respoctive bods
but simply wont't have the strength to have an honest-to-good-
ness mix-up on the floor,

I don't kaow which of thosc things is going to happen.
It 1s obvious that unless you got a gonuine agreement, a
genuine meeting of the minds, one of those three things is
going to happon, and I don't know which. My bet 1s that
both sides are so far apart that 1t will be quate somec time
before thoy eather decide to make penuine agrecment such as
scems to be possible, a compromisc agroement which scemed o
be possible last year when I spoke, or unbtil they have arriv-
cd at guch a stage of mutual cxhaustion that they jJust can't
go on, =and thoy sort of moke a pabeched-up thing that may not
satisfy anybody bub which 1s a way of getting along, and tnon
out of that you may geot a later agrccement, That has often
happencd ~fter cortain great wars when both have fought to a
standstill, such as happened after the Thirty Yoars! War. The
two relagions fought cach othor to a standstill and they mado
an agrecemcnl which neither side liked bub dictated by the neces-
sitics of the moment, and then that purely accidental settle-
ment beeamo a permancnt thing on which the new Gormany, post-
vor Gormany after the Thorty Years' War, on which 1t was based,
lasted down to modern times. Thet 1s the way I see things in
Furope today.

There 18 just one thing I want to bring out, the one very
constructive consequence, I believe, of Mr. Chamberlain's po-
licy that is not often realized, IMunuch made possible, for
the first time, & thorough going understanding botween Britain
and France. Up to that btime of course the French had never
reconciled themselves to giving up that predominant position
in Central Burope that they built up at the close of the war
and which, of course, was merely a historical revival of the
ascendancy of France in Hurope which France had really enjoyed
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certainly from the days, with few interruptions, of Louis XIV
t0 Napoleon, and then in a modified form even down to the

fall of Napoleon III in the Franco-Prussian War, Those 1deas
go very deep 1a the French mind. The French fecl that despite
their diminishing ropulation, they sghould have a supremacy
over western and ceatral Burope. OFf course, while such 1decas
werce in thoe French mind and while there was that position
which night be meantained, so long as therc was any hope of
the French maintairing that pogition, Britain simply could not
moke £n absolute 100 percent anllionce with France beeausec in
that case ™r ace wight heve used Bratain to start a policy in
cenloul Turoce 7ad to got Great Britein to holgter up a posi-
tion thove, whieh « & nov the Bravish interest to maintain.

lhunich, of cuurse, ipnorouchly &eolighed thal French
position. As soon s Czochoslun 11 cacaed to be a strong
militery nower, bthe wholoe fzeach ~osztic jusl erumbled away,
There was rotping JTelb. Fr e s.amety could not roly upon
Jugeslavia or Roum nia or ~ay of oboge sbobes, ond thercfore
thet posibron wre liguidatoed. Tt wemt that Franco was do-
finitoly committed 100 noroond $6 1.3iance upon Britcin Tor
support. It zlsc mcont, horever, to~t Brilain now couwld ond
desired to give Fronce vrlimatced <upporl boeause France, having
liguidated hor strascesie diplomirtic posation in central Burope,
now had bcecome a vesb furopr-cn wmd colonial powes which, of
coursse, 18 what Great Braitain 1s, a west European colonmial
power, and tncnceforth ithe bwo nations could sec oye Lo oye
and co~ally thoemselves for the first time solidly ~nd unreser-
vedly., That 1s whot hoppened os the result of Munich, You
gotl practically obsolute adentity of intercst botween those
two powors, Groat Britain and France. when I say Great Bri-
tain, I refor o Britein only., You have so take into consider-
ation when you rog ré Sritora the British ompire, cspecially
the British commouwcalth of mations, beeause eover sinec the
statute of Westminstcr they have been technie~lly independont,
They can adopt ony policy thoy choosc i1n casce of war, thoy
could romain ncutrel., I cupposc thooretically they almost
could fight England 1f they wanted to. The verious dominions
arc heving morc nd more influcnce upon British policy. That
1s one of the reasons, undoubtedly, why Britain did not dare
to take ocny commitnonts toward Framce in regard to central
Buropc, beeauvsc it would hove been a very difficult thing to
get btho dominions to fight for Czechoslovakia or Roumsila or
Jugoslavia. So Munich resulbfed in consolidation thore.

You have a western ~xis that is very, very solid. It is

onc of the most solid things in the world todey, I think, bo~
cauge like coverything that is solid 1t must depend upon mutual
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self-interest, WNow, in regard to the Rome-Berlin axis, you

get something that is not neavly so »0lid, becuase Britain

and France are defending those things whach they now have and
which ihey regard as vital to their conftinued existence, There-
tore, they are on Lhe defensive, self-preservation urging them
to stick togehter. Of course Germaay and Italy are the great
dissatlisfied powers and they are both out to effect further
changes in the world situation, They are the great have-not
powers, and they realigze that the oaly way they can get those
things, or hope to got those things, 1s by sticking together.
At the same time, they doa't went the same things  What Ger-
many 18 after primarily is the complete dominance of contral
Burope, 1including Poland and Roumania and 1ts integration into
a solid empire by which Germany will be able to tap not only
the economice regources but also the man power of those nations,
To use those nationsg for any purpose they chbose, either for

an evencual attack upon Russie, a drive to Asia Minor, or the
Near East, or a move to attack France and Bratain and break

up their vast colonial empires. Of course Ibaly wants Mediter-
rencan dominance and a great share of Africa, nol merely North
Africa but also a big slice of the really worthwhile part of
Africa, that 1s Equator:zal Africa whcere the great undeveloped
sources of raw materials of all kinds are today. That is
probably the most valuable unexploited area in the world

today, far more valuable effectively than Latin-America bo-
cause its populations can offer no resistance. In lLatin
Anerica under the Monroc Doctrine a gerics of nations have
grown up which have attained considerable power of their own,
not to speak of the protection of the United Statcs. In Equa-
torial Africa you have nothing buf low grade savages who pro-
bably will never be capable of eoffective resistance against
any invador, against any colonzal power. The offect of white
civilization upon these primitive ncgrocs scems o be a very
disastrous one, They don't scom to be taking to 1t. Thoy
scert to be assimilating 1ts vices and not 1ts vartues, and so
this vest arca 1s as clay on ithe potterts wheel hoever
possesscs 1t ean 4o with 1% as 1l will, with no internal re-~
sistance at all, You have virtually =2n Anglo-Fronch monopoly of
the whole continent of Africa which, with its outlying islands,
hag an arca of 12,000,000 squarc milces, four times the size of
the United Svates. Brrtain and France togcthor own or control
over two~thards of 1t, and 2f you take in the holdings of their
satellites, Bolgrum and Portugal, they have pretty nearly nine-
tenths, and meore than nine-tcnths of cverything worth having.

That predominance of Africa 1is becoming more and morc 1rk-
some, not morelv to Germany and Italy bub also to othoer powers.
You have scen an the last year or two that Poland 1s putting
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forth provisional ecloims. when Germany sugrested the return
of her colonies Poland said, "1f anything like that is going
to be done, we are also an overpopulated country, we also feel
that we are a first-class power, and we also demand our place
in the African sun.”

Sooner or later you are going to get an increaslng chal-
lenge to that monopoly, and I have always felt that when Musso-
1ini woent into Ethiopia 1t was not merely for what he could
get out of Ethiopia but to got into a strategic position in
the Fthiopian highlands, a predominant position in that part
of Africa to occupy that country, and to introduce large num-
bers of Italiun scttlers and ultimately to raise ermics among
the inhabitants, who are very good fighters, and be in a posi-
tion some day to say, "Look here, genvlemen, this pic has to
be recut, and I am in a positicn to demand a major slicc,'
Altnough I have novor secen 1t mentioned, I have always felt
and T have mentioned 1% i1n some of my wrisings that I think
that was in tac back of Mussolini's mind, anda I think ultimate~
ly, unless Italy i1s cmbroiled in a war and loses Abyssinia,
her hold 1s very superficial, but if she really gebts thorough-
ly entrenched therce sconer oi lator you are going 0 soc a
show-down, and Italy 1s going to break that Anglo-French mono-
poly and got her share of the colonial swag. With regard to
Italy and Germany, unless the two powcrs feel that the bimc
has come when they can strike simultaneously for najor objce-
tives and get away with 1t, I don't think thoy are going lo
deliberately precipitatce a war. On the other hand, since
France and Britain arce praimerily on the defensive and know
what a terrible thing a wer would mean- shattor both of their
empires, to say the very loast, lhore 1s a very slight belief
that they would risk preccipitating a war, that they would de-
liberately attack erther Italy or Gormany. For one thaing, if
they did deliberately attack, the moral imponderablcs would
desort them. There would be a feeling of revulsion in this
country and in all of the noutrals an the world. Thercefore,

I look for a continuation of this scries of criscs.

This power diplomacy which has beecn extended so infinite-
1y beyond what any previous pressure diplomacy has been in the
past thot 1t can be likened to a new form of warfare., That,
as I say, 1s bricfly my analysis of the Furopean situation,.

I must not leave Buropc until I gpeak about the Russian
situation. That is a vory interesting thing and 1t may have
the most far-rcaching conseguence. Probably the most faseina-
ting subjecet of spoeulation today is what 1s in Joseph Stalin's
mind. Naturally I have no acecss to Sbtalin, so we ean only
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surmise, and my surmisc may be entirely wrong. In faci, in
all that I am saying today I am giving you most of my own
views. L arm throwing them out for you to craticize and toear
to pieces, 1n the quesilon period, 1f you choosc. All I do-
sirc 18 to promotc thought and 1o give you my idea of the
picture as a part of the larger whols.

As T see 1%, this i1e what i1s taking placc. To begin
with, Stalin 18 a Georgian. He comes from the Caucasus. I
think he hag never been out of Russia. He moy have been tech-
nically across thc froantier but never lived in western Europc.
He xmows nothing about western Europe and knows no westcrn
Furope languacsc. He 1s not interested in western BEurope, and
he regards 1t apparcntly as a dceadent, bourgeois mess, which
some day will be mopped up by world revolution. In this
there 1s a continurtion in his thought with what took place
oven in the old czarist days. Xvor since Petor the Great,
Russia hag been torn belween two schools, the westernors and
the ecastorners. The westerncrs tricd $0 romake Russia along
western lines and feolt that Russia, in order to further her
gvolution toward wcstoriisghm wust play an important part in
Furopean affairs, Then therce have boon the troeditional cast-
crners, who thought that Russia was fundamont-lly Oriocntal
and Asiatic, that sho should take merely the technigque and
methods of the west but not i1ts spirit and ideas, that
Russia should more or less turn her boek on Furope and do-
velop her own v st torritory and congolidatce her power in
Asia. This was all 1a the old Czarist Rusgia, nothing to do
with Communism, Of coursce Communism has come in with 1ts
theory of the world rovolution, and you similarly have a
division among the Communists. As you know, men like Trot-
sky and Lenin wore woestorners. They lived a large part of
their lives in westorn FBurope and thoy werc more concerned
with 1t rcally. When Lenin and Trotsky fairst camce 10 power
thoy wern't intcrestod in Russia. Thoy didn't use the work
Russin, but U.S.8.R., Union of Soviet Socizlistic Republies,
and they enviscged & world-wide foderation of sovict rcpub-
lics 1n which Russios was gimply the more or less fortuitous
contor where the thing had begun. In fact, as you know, thoy
split up Russia into all sorts of auwtonomous groups which
st111 technacally survive, That was 21l posbul-ted upon lho
r pid spread of the world rovolution. Of course the U.S.S.R
remalned the sole Communistic state in the world, and after
Lne deoath of Lenin, Stnlin came in, this Goorgian who had no
usc for the west, very disgusted with the west beeouse of
1ts refusal to ~ccept Communism and also very much concerned
with the hostility of the bourgeois world toward Russia
A1 right, we have one-sixth of the land orea of the globe,
tremendous resources, cnormous population. Now let us erccet
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herc the Socialist Fatherlond, Lot us mke 1t so strong
$hat we can live by oursclvos, That we don't need this out-
side bourgcois world. We will build up our defenses against
attack, develop what we have, and gradually through the
guccess of our experiment we will become so strong that in
time when these imperialistic bourgeois nations have fought
one another some more and exhausted themselves we can pro-
bably take them almost without firaing a shot. Meanwhile we
must be strong and develop ourselves." Gradually, our of
that has come this curious paradoxical something, thich ecan
bs called, I suppose, Communistic Nationalism, because the
younger generation there i1s very nationalistic, and they
look ypon Russia once agalin very nuch as we do our own
country or anybody does his own country, and they set off
the U.S.8«Re 23 against the rest of the world.

The whole of Stalan's internal policy, as I see 1%,
has been that of an Fasterner. He has developed Russia %o
the extent of his «bility, he hag buirlt iremendous manufac-
turing centers, has developed ithe mineral resources of Hast-
srn Russia. He has sent hundreds of thousands, or perhaps
millions of people, to Siberia. He has built up in the Far
Fast a tremendous army and air force and submarine flotilla,
but he has alsc sent in many hundred thousands of colonists
all along here (i1ndicating) so that this cah pe self-surport=-
i1ng in foodstuffs, cattle, and everything else. S0 1% scenms
to me that his whole policy has been that of lcoking away
from Europe and locking into Russia itself, and looking
toward As.ia,

What I think is in Stalin's mind 1s this, and 1t 1s
Just a guess, Those western powers have developed this
bitter antagonism, and now Britain and France are coming
to him to help on their side. “Well,' Stelin says, 'Boys,
1f you want me to play with you you hive to do pretty mach
ags I saye It seems to me I am in the Trading position,™
So, so Tar as I can sece, Stalin 1s standing pat. You have
to give me 4 hard and fast alliance. You have to undertake
to gpuarantee me my frontiers and elso those of these Baltaic
countries, and i1f war broaks out you have to come to my
agsistanee with all your forces." That is somebhing cuite
differcnt from what the Braitish tried to get off. They
wanted to have Russia come in 1f necessary, but they didantt
want to cobligatce thomselves to dofend Russia. However,
Stalin's trading position is very strong. If Britain and
Francec are foreed to go 2ll the way in giving thils treaty
of alliance, 1% makes Stalin daplomatically the strongest
factor in the 0ld World., Hc can precipitate a war ony
timec he wants. You can always force somchbody techincally
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to attack you, you can always bring il about, i1n which case
he would be the deciding factor as Ho vhether therc was going
to be a gencral war in FEurcope or not, The situation would be
" prctby dangerous situetion, becausc nothing would please
Stolin and his advosors more than, presumably, a gencral war
in westorn Europe in which western Europe and Central Europe
would be entirely shattered and in which there would be chaos
and the possibility of turning all of Europe into revolution,

So far as tho Far Fastern situation goes, nothing very
much has happened since lasi year. You have a continuation
there of the attempt of the Japanese to break the Chinese will
to resisbtance. They have won cremendous military victories,
the Japanese, but the Chinesc are still psychologically resist-
ing, and you have a condation which 1s becoming increasingly
severe upon Japan, I think we will have to wait for sometime
to see what 1s going to happen. Of course, 1f there should
be & war in Burope that would instantly change the wholé situa-
tion, You might have a Japan attack upon Soviet Russia, also
a Japan attack upon the Dutch Indics and Imdo China, 1n whiach
case there would be o great likelihood we should be embroaled.
That 1s about all to be said for the Far Bastern situation.

I don't see any great change in the Latin American situa-
tion. I greatly discount all this talk ebout the immediate
threat of totalibtarian inroads in Latin America. Of course
vou have to digbinguish between the economic and the political,
There have always becn trade revalries going on for decades
and generations and they w1ll continue to go on, The reason
why I don't think therc is much danger of real Fascist and
Nzzi penetration in Latin America i1s because these countries
have becn dictotorships long before Germany and Italy ever
thought of such things. In fact, so far as the trimmings are
voncerned, these Latin America nations could probadbly teach
Hitler and Mussolini quite a fer tricks, bubt the motive be-
hind the dictatorships i1s aifferent., The real motive behind
the totalitarian countries of RBurope 1s scarcity, immediste
canger, They have so little and they are surroundced by such
encmies, and any attempt to botter thoir situation meets with
such terrible resistance that they have felt 1t neccssary
10 pul themselves on a rigid efficicney basis to turn thom-
sclves practically into modern Spartas, and the best way to
do that, they believe, 1s to submit to the rule of one gifted
men who can synthesize everything for the national good., That
1is tane spirit behind totalitarianisnm,

The spirit behind these Letin American dictatorships is
something very differenlt. These Latin American countries
started from just little civilized nuclii separated by
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enormous masses of wilderness, and although they have been
expanding and some are Tairly well developed, still there

1s enormous room ingide their frontiers., They don't have

t0 conguer each other becsuse they have so much to do to
develop what they already have, The reason for the dicta-
tor there 1s the lack of a stable population, a stable cul-
ture, gtable political traditions. As you know, they were
under the despotic rule of Spain, and there are all sorts

of castes and colors down there, Most of thosc countries have
only a handful or a small upper crust of whites and bencath
are the half-breeds, mulattoes, native Indians and negroes,
and you gebt a fronticr condition., When the hand of Spain was
withdrawn, those pcople with no common fecling immediatcly
fell into anarchy, and the result of that was local despotisms
to maintain ordor. Then, bhecause 1t was mercly the sterile
despotism of « man and a group bont on enriching themsclves,
as soon as their power weakened there would be revolution
and anotner group would come in. The thing is perpcluatoed,
But 1hat 1s not totalitarianism becausc there is no feeling
of tremendous unity and no compulsion to unite against any-
body. By the way, pcople do not unite for somecthing, thoy
unite against something or somebody. There 1s no compulsion
to unitc effcetively against anybody clsc in Labtin America
because thoy have too much to do inside their own borders.
Therefore, to call them both dictatorships 1s to confusc

iwo very different things.

To my mind, thore is only one country that has anything
approaching a democratic form of govermment in Latin Amcrieca,

and that 1s lattle Costa Rica. Elsewhore I know of no approach

even to what we know ag a dermocratic form of govermment. All
arc disguiscd, more or less dictotorships, all more or less
unstable,

I belicve there 18 a very dangerous situation developing
in Chilec with this now govornmenl, not merely a political re-
volution but danger of & real serious gocial revolution down
there, akin to whal happoned i1n Moxico, and you have to look
out for that., In faet, there i1s that tendeney in Peru also.
That 1s dangerous. But that has nothing to do with the fear
of Nazi or Fascist penetration. They may come in and fish
in troubled waters, but I don't thank there is any immediato
Foscist danger ip Latin Amerieca, ~ Just a working out of the
samo 0ld thing.

That closes my formal remarks, and I shall be glad to
answer any gquestvions, anot merely on what I have formally
sai1d but enylhing thot suggests Lbself to you,

AIC 249 (6/%/39 - 13 -
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Disopssion following lecture by
Ir. Lothrop Stoddard, Author

May 22, 1939

Q@  Drs Stoddard, provided the United States would support a world
court, do you believe that there 18 any possibility of a league of nations
beang formed within the next few years that will have any substantial
anount of power? (

A No, sir, I don'ty because the last lesgue, of course, was
founded for selfish purposes and it was conducted for the selfish ends
of its prineipal framers, and until the nations of the world are will-
ing to meke genwine sacrifices all around, primerily for the promotion
of peace you are not going to get stable, pesceful cordiizons in ihmas
world of ours. I disecussed that at great length an ny talk laet year,
the paradox between this modern world of ocurs which science and invention
has se transformed and which has been techmically so slung with the clash
of these wholly selfish national groups which ave puided exclusively by
national self-interest,in the rather narrow and immeaiate sense of the
words No nation, so far as I know, hes made a major sserifice primarily
for the sake of general peace, They have made concebsions when they have
had o, bub thevre has been a lot of talky a 1ot of nice talk on the
subject but nothing has been done, and to my mind, what you get in Europe
today 1s Just pure power politiecs,

These sowcalled adeologies we hesr so much sbout are largely
rationalizations of self-inberest. People talk a certain way bocause 1t

is necessary to kid themselves into feeling they are doaing some noble

-l 4



TUITTNFRATOP VRORNT W OATT TEE OWTR TR TR TUITA BT Y TRTR . wRmE

¥ T AR R TR A

I 4

thing, but shen you get right down to brage tacks you find it is for the
natlonal interests When the national interest changes you change your
tunze 4 year ago Chamberlain was talking sbout common sense appeasement,
how we must make certain sacrifices necessary in prineiple for a common
sense understanding, and just as soon &g Britmn's toes are really stepped
on all of & sudden he discovers ideals, the raghts of smell nations.

This world tedsy as it always hae been and s it always will be, is
run, S0 long as you have the world divided into soverelgn states universally
dominated by national self-interesty world polities is going to be, 1n the
lagt analysis, power polities, amd we might Just gs well realize that
because here in America I think we suffer from a very special danger that
the lmerican people don't beliove that. We are the only grest nation,
so far as I know, that con bo sither cajoled or hyprnobized into a war
for dbstract idesls. 411 the other nations, in the back of their minds ’
know what it is 211 sbout. We don't,

Q What are your impressions of the {fubure of the Cerman economic
situation? Does it require permanent expansion into new territories?

A It requires expansion to a poind, 1% dossn't require indefinite
expansion, You can concelve of the situation where it would get into
gueh a strong position « If 1% dominated the whole of Coentral Europe you
would get in a strong enough trading positaon so you might conceivably
get & gltuation where it would compel the return of a share in Africa and
& chare in the development of that vast area. It could compel seonomic
treatment from other nations where you might get this seonomy of theirs

into a position of fair balance. One can't say, Right now, of course,
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it 28 an untensble situabtion because the, have been naking such termfire
efforts o arm, and to valoraze thelr wholse sntire sconomy for pressure
polities,to get a sguare adjustment of that situation thal they are under
& strain, Hitler and the other Nasl leaders admit it. They sgy, "re
can't go on this way indefanitely. Vo know that we ~re morigaging our
futures, Ve konow we are putting forth efforts thal can't be permanently
kept upy but we feel by doing this we will pet to a voint where wo will
nc longer have to overstrain curselves to this degree.”

¢  Vould you care to make any remarks about the United States
eventual position in the Philippine Islards and it connectaon with
Dubch FBast Indies, Japan and Australiaf

4  Of course T feel that our vholebonnection muth the Fhilippines
has been a very unfortunate one« We went an there and we started, in my

humble opinion, from the wrong premise, Ue didn’t do as the Dutch tried
to. They looked after the material prosperity of thalr peoples, who are

of course the same stook, bub they never attempted to turn them inko
imitistion Dutehmen and they never attempted to westernize these peoples and
to grve them & western shandard of living, We have gone in and we have
sent 10,000 "schoolmans® over there, snd sre trying 0 gave them a standard
of living thres times ag hugh as any of thée peoples around there, So

much emotionaliom has developed. The multatude of Americans has such a
high regard for their werds, the litile brown brother, that if anybody
started to prck on them, a terrific ery in this cry arises to rescue the
Philippanes. Yeb in the situation thet prevails in the Par East, the
Philippines are, aa I regerd it, militarily untensble without the /
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expenditures of vast sums of money and the incroase of our fleet. It
seems to be a hnhappy situation bevauss if and when the Milippines acquire
independence we will be placed in the posation of respongibality without
authority, vhich iz the worst position a country could possibly be in.

1 regard 1t as one of the most unfortunate things that Dewey ever went io
Hardla or that he hadn'd weighed anchor and hesded for the open seas as
goon as he demolished the Bpanish fieeds I think the Philippines are &
great 1iability, myself.

@ Assuming that there may be & possibility in the future, nsar
or remote, of having the seat of the govermment of the Bratish Emparve
movang over into Canade, how do you think that 1s going to affecl the
United States, and just how do you feel about this good old democracy,
hands-ground-the~table, with England and France?

A Like evorything olse, I think we should do 1t 1n a realistic
ways It wouldn't be to our nationsl intersst to ses Britain destroyed
or the British Bmpire smashed up. Op the vwhole, it is to our advantage
thet that existing structure should be substantially maintained, but we
do not have any specifie interest in the maintensnes of the territorisl
integrity of the British Hmpire as it now exasts throughout its far-flung
dominions., ¥e ecertsanly couldn't see anything happen to Canada. %e
simply couldn't see any change of ownership in any of the British Test
Indise in the New World. When you get to Australia and New Zealand you
are on the borderline, I don't belleve personally, that we could see

fwstralia and New Zesland congquered by Japan. I think we would have to
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f%ght Japan to rescue mustralie and New Zealand, %hen you get to Afrmca
az:lﬁ when you get to Indla and those paris of the “mplre we nove no parti-
cular interest in seslgg that thabt strecture 15 maantained.

It is one of the most dufficult problems T know, as to how we can
implement the natrongl interests of the Umted Stabem wlth the inbterest
of the Brmtish Bmpire, how for we are disposed to go along and how far
we are disposed to sbstain, Certainly one Umng - we will meke 3 nees
of 1t 2f we don¥t keep it on & realistaic practical plane.

Q In the press recently there has besn quits & bit relative to
Japen making drastic demands on Holland snd concessiong in the Dutch East
Indies, Do you think in case Japan does do thal that England will collaborate
with Holland?

;1 I should think that Ingland and Fronce wonld have o collaborate
with Holland, If the Dubteh Bast Indies shoald fall xnilo the Javsnese
hands, the position of tho Britash anc the French, especially the Braitish,
would be absolutely uctenasble, Supposing that Jave and Sumaetrs were in
the hands of the Japsnese, Singapore would be coutflanked. It would be
surrounded, killed, anc the way would be open for the Japanese to attack
India and to penetrate the whole satuabion there, It might even be
poesible for the Japanszse to begln to put pressure on the sast coast of
Africa. I can't see how the British would permat the East Indies to
fall anto the hands of Japan. I% seems to me they would have to fight.

Q Do you think Japan has thab in mind?

4 Certainly, but I donit think Japan is going to do anytmng of

suth 2 nature unless there is & drastic war in widch Fngland will be
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engaged with the axis powers. If that should take place, I thuink very
likely the Japanese would descend upon the Duteh Indies, but not unlsss
a general war 1n Europe bresks oute

Q Do you think Japan really has a greater stake in East Indres
than in China?

A I think that the objectives of Japan are different. I don't
thank the Japanese ever contemplate anmexing China or trying to keep it
under her direct comtrol. I thunk Japan is reckoning on this. Of course
the psychology of China has been rather warlike. They have been overrun
by barraging from the north and after a certain amount of resistance
their will to resistance has been broken - Yall right, we will accept you,"
Then the Chinaman went on living his normal 1ife. I think the Japanese
are reckoning on that happening, in which case they can install Chinese
dynasties, Chinese povernments, gnd indurectly govern the country but
never become Japanized. On the other hand, I believe in the Dutch Tagt
Indies - you see, Malays ave not like the Chinese. They haventt the
resisting or the racial stamna, the tremendous cultural power of the
Chaneses Of course the Japanese are largely Halay stock anyway and
probably that much closer to the ¥alays than the Chinese » and I believe
that you could have wholesale immipration there, Of course most of these
Duteh islands are very much under populated, Jave and Sumatre arve the
only ones well developed. Borneo and the Celebes are just nothirg but a
very socanty population and you could have millions of Japanese ge there

and amalgemate with the people and Japanify those 1slands.
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8o the objevtives of the Japanese are wvery different., Of course you
would have the fact that the Chinese are wery efficient economically. The
Japs have not succeeded in doing that,

The Japansse must for thelr own self-preservation have a certain
influence upon the development of Ching so that it shall develop in & way
that will not be hostile %o Japan, beoause if Chinag should ever assimilate
enough of wesbern c¢iviligation so that she eowdd reconstitute herself as
a strong united powsr Japan would be automatically dwarfed into insig-
mificance, Therefore, it is & lafe and death matter for Japan to see
that Chaina does not evwolve in a way hostile to herself,

S0 aside from the economic aspects there is that political strategie
power which transcends almost everything elsey bubt in Dutch Indies you
have a very different situation.

Q In eomection with the recent activities of Japan which concern
the exf:m—-tewgtcrml mighis of the western powers, we see there was a
very quick reschtion to that onh the part of the western powsrs. 1 wondered
what it your opinion is the likelihood of Japan taking action, taking over
the sebtlement in Shanghi? Is that of sufficlent imporbancs to cause ihe
western powers to any action?

A There again I think that their sction down here in this amall
fort {(indicating on map) was & trial balloon to see what would happeny
The way there was united action on the part of the United S,ates, Britain,
anc France showed the Japanese that the wesitern powers were disposed to
resist thems There aggan I should be very much surprised if the Japanese
should atbtempt to Jump the Shangh: concessions unless there was a major
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war in Burcpe. I don't think 1t is likely, it seems to me too daungerous.
They probably realize 1t is too dangerous., Many of those woves I imemne
are matters of face between the Cninese and the Japanese. Vhen the Japanese
make a move like that, if the Buropean powers donft resist,the Chinese
gain a lot of faces "The weslern powers aren't really going to oppose
you. You had belier make terms with us," That has a great affect on
lots of Chinamen. Japan sees it would be oo dangerous to do anything
in Shanghai, Of course it 1s largsly a psychological struggie nowe I
dontt think the Japanese rezlly 1ntend to otoupy the whole of Cnina.
They have & strangle hold on China, they woll keep atv 1t untal the Chanese
will to resist is broken, It is a psychological strugrle more than a
milztary strugele. Every move Inke that the Japanese wall try to rain
additional face.

Q@  Vhat are the probabil-tles of Japan ard Russia tancling 1n the
near future?

A Well, I den't think that they will tangle unless and until there
18 g war in Hurope or until that situstion has clarified, because the
s tuation 18 too uncertain. I Japan goes in and tangles with Russ:a,
and with Chins on her hands and Russia on her hands, she e absclutely
stopped from teking dany action heve. I think Japan 18 leaving her hands
free to move either toward Russia or the Dutch Indies and the south, I
thank she is warting to see which way the cat will jump,

Q Do you think that power polaiics wonld be helped any 1f Japan
should dominate the Par Fast and 1€ Gemmany should dominate Furope?
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& T don't vhink that exther the Gexmsns or the Japenese have the
gomus for world emplie that the Britash have, or that the Romans haves

The Bratish have a great tolerance and they are tolsrant ard ancbbishe

Their tolerance is due largely o the fact they think they themselves are SO

jumensely superior to everybody eles, they don'h oven want 1o make anybody

olse into Britishers. The Britash domn't want to spreac their Britlsh
culture either, in fach when they go into a Tovergn country the first
thane they do is seb up a elub and 2% is the hardesi thing n the morld
to gob & natave inside the club doorse The Pomans were wery ruch the
game wayy - V1 am a Roman elilzem, T sm immensely supsrior to all these
provineials.” 5o you geb that complete tolerance »f the Romens ant the

British, That iv the secreb of their ceniue for aroires Thab 1s whore

we showed our lack of genius for empire, when we tried to make the little

brown brother an wmatation Herichne



