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Extracts from an addvess by General Maxwell D, Taylor, Chief of S%afl of ihe
Army, before Quantice Confarence of Defense lsaders, Quantico, Virginin,
Saturday, 16 July 1955

ROLE AND CAPABILITY OF THE ARMY WORLD-WIDE

Raquired Military Strength

The United States must develop and maintain the military cepabiilvy nerese
sary to prevent the outbreak of general war and to deter or defeat lounal wers,
sinee the latter if not quickly checked may lead to the gemeral war wnich ws
geek to avoid, This cepability must include:

a. Ready forces which, with our 2llies, can deter, or, if the deterrent
fails, can punish lecal aggression without broadening the hostilities into total
war, These forces must be versatile, rmst be suitably deployed, nust be highly
mobile, and must possess an integrated ztomic capability, 1{ they are. tc respond
with the speed and forcefulness appropriate Lo the needs of each situation,

b, Properly proportioned forcaes to deter general war; and to defez: the '
eneny 3{ the deterrent fails. ‘

The Role of ths Ariny

The Army is an essential pait of America's dsterrvent force, Its deployrEnt .

in overseas areas is a declaration of naticnal intent which sncourages owr allies

and gives warning to potential aggressors. It is essential as a bulwark againsh
aggrassion, large or small.

In the event of general war, the Army is a decisive instrument in the attain-
ment of a victory compatible with post-war national objectives, It is a forem—
which has the strategic and tactical flexibility, and the versatility, requiired
to gain control of the rasources derived from the soil of the enemy. It ¢
proportion its blows to fit the case--from the force of the M.P.'s trunchisn to
the kilotons of atomic weapons. It can temper its destructive power te thft 2ims
and needs of the post=war peacé. -

We should not lose sight of the fact tha® America’s potentisl enemdtS: oi-
land pouwers. Gommunist bloc forces are s0 deployed that, even if the Ry NIy
hemelands were devastated, the impact on the armed forees of the blac P77 Yy
would not be felt for a considersble time, If, during that time, Couw - A
forces were occupying the land of friendly or potentially friendly cov .23,
wtimate victory would be of comparativaly little consequence to the f.ee word'
This bleak possibility makes it abundantly clear that the enemy's ground fov
mst be defeated as close to the Comrunist periphery as it 1s possible to de¢
America must, therefore, develsp ite owa armed strength, along with that of 1
ailieg, so thai the nstion can defeat the enemy's initial sggressive moves, in-
cluding his aggressive advances on thn greund, To provide this indispensable
Americsn contribution is an important pert of the role of the Avay.
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its azpscis, in the light of various proeposed solutions, have led to the geaclusion
that fully manned, adequately trained, resarve forces, of the stranisth recuired (o
mest mobilization and deployment schedules, camnnt be achieved or maintsined under
the present voluntary participation basis, The solution te ths manpower problem
lies in legislative action to provide a sound and equitable systen for the eompule
sory basic training and active participation of non-vetersns, and mandatosy assigne
ment and active participation of obliisf,ed veterans, bocked up by realistically
anforceable measures.

. Conclusion

In concluding this rapid scan of the Army?s horizon I mush emphasize wy
feeling of the need for versatility and flexibility in the arsenal of wapens
which censtitutes ocur means for national security., If we are to assure 4bat the
disastrous big war never occurs, we must have the means to deter or %c¢ wic the
snall wars, If we fail to avert the big war, we must win it through the applica-
tion of & flexible military strategy integrating politleal @d economic considera-
tions; freed of any preconceived conception of a single; predestined course of
events., Such a strategy requires the participation of an Ay with versetility
to cope with any form of aggresaion, OSuch an Army requires the knowlsdge, traiuing
and regources to apply military force of any intensity at any time and place for
the duration requirsd for vietory., This is the Army which we build,



