
Thank you, Nr. Secretary. 

I would like to take advantage of this occasion, %r, Secretary, to thank 
you, the Commander-in-Chief and Secretary of Defense for the confidence they 
have displayed in giving me this post. I'm well aware of,the heavy obligations 
which the position of the Chief of Staff bears in national defense. And I 
might say it will be with trepidation or reluctance that I would assume those 
obligations except for the fact that I know the quality of the leadership of 
this Army, the civilian leadership, and tne quality of the men and women who 
make up the uniformed Service. And with their support, with the moral and 
spiritual material resources which this Army has, I'm sure we can go forward 
together. I only regret our association, Nr, Secretary, will be limited. I 
look forward to this period which. you lead the Army, and of course to my future 
association with Governor Brucker, 

My only regret Katt, is that the assumption to this position means your 
retirement from active life. Ladies and Gentlemen, IIve had the very rare good 
fortune to being General Ridgwayls rear-rank file in many positions in my 
military service, It's been a highly instructive position, but not always an 
easy one, because to keep up with those long-ranging strides of !siatthew Be 
Ridgway has really been a task. I recall the days of training in the 82nd 
Airborne Division -- the hot Summer of 19b2 - I was Xatt's Chief of Staff and 
we would go out to visit training in the field. A jeep or any such mechanical 
device was, of course, below the stripe of Airborne soldier, General Ridgway -- 
so we Irent on foot and very frequently from area to area we'd double time. One 
hot morning we were approaching a clump of trees and General Ridgway took off 
at his usual rate of speed and the Chief of Staff followed with his tongue very 
much extended; Just as we entered the thicket, we found a platoon of soldiers 
who had fallen out for their 10 olclock smoke. Here went the Division Commander 
right through the middle of them, followed by tine Chief of Staff. 1 heard one 
GI say i~~Z301s that guy chasing the Old Han?" There is a moral in that story 
because I'm still chasing the Old Nan, and although I may never quite catch up 
at least we're all going in the same dirtction, heading toward the same objective 
Thich is a re,spected and self-rcspccting Army of the Defense Team, 


