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T H E  A R M Y  A N D  T H E  A M E R I C A N  U N I V E R S I T Y  

G E N T L E M E N ,  IT IS A P L E A S U R E  F O R  M E  TO .JOIN THIS 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  A L U M N I  O F T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  VIRGINIA,  A 

S C H O O L  WHICH HAS P R O D U C E D  SO MANY D I S T I N G U I S H E D  

A M E R I C A N S ,  A N D  WHICH HAS M A D E  SUCH AN I M P R E S S I V E  C O N -  

TRIBUTION TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF AMERICAN LETTERS. 

MY L A S T  D I R E C T  A S S O C I A T I O N  W I T H  Y O U R  U N I V E R S I T Y  WAS 

ON THE OCCASION OFTHE INAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT 

DARDEN IN JUNE OF 1947~ ON THATVERY IMPRESSIVE 

DAY, I WAS PRESENT AS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

MILITARY ACADEMY,: AND THE VISIT AFFORDED ME AN OPPOR- 

• T U N I T Y  TO R E S E A R C H  A BIT  I N T O  T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  R E L A T I O N S  

BETWEEN WEST POINT AND VIRGINIA. I FOUND A SURPRISING 

NUMBER OF POINTS OF CONTACT. FOR ONE THING, WE SENT 

YOU AN EXCHANGE STUDENT, ONE OF OUR "BAD BOYS" WHO 



TRAINING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF .VIRGINIA. 

IN PREPARING FORMY VISIT TO VIRGINIA IN 1947, I 

FOUN D IN OUR'WEST POINT LIBjRARY AN INTERESTING EXCHANGE 

OF LETTERS BETWEEN EX-PRESIDENT MONROE AND LT COLONEL 

SYLVANUS THAYER, THEN THE SUPERINTENDENT OF WEST POINT. 

MONROE AT THAT TIME WAS A REGENT OF THE UNIV!~RSITY 

AND HE WAS SOMEWHAT CONCERNED WITH THE DISCIPLINARY 

CONDITIONS EXISTING THERE. IN A LETTER DATED 

, NOVEMBER I, ~18Z6, HE WROTE THAYER TO OBTAIN COMMENTS 

F R O M  HIM AS TO THE A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F  SOME OF T H E  D E V I C E S  

EMPLOYED IAT WEST POINT FOR GOVERNING THE~ STUDENT BODY 

AT CHARLOTTESVILLE. ~ THE GENEI~L OBJECT OF HIS 

I N Q U I R Y W A S  TO OBTAIN SUGGESTIONS. AS TO WAYS OF K E E P I N G  

" T H E  INSTITUTION IN GOOD ORDERS, THE YOUTH S T E A D I L Y  TO 

T H E I R  STUDIES,  FREE.  F R O M  GAMBLING,  I N T E M P E R A N C E ,  AND 
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CERTAIN OTHER ADI~I~/ISTRATIVE AGTIQNS SUCH AS THE.~ 

REQUIREMENT TO IVERI:FY. THE. PRESENCE OF STUDENTS IN 

THEIR ROOMS, INS.pE,CTIO.N,S TO D E T E R M I N E  .THAT THE • 

GAMBLING AND .IMPROPER E~TERTAINMENT. WERE NOT GOING 

t 

ON, AND .PROPOSED P L A C I N G  MUCH O F  ~HE7 STUDENT ADMINIS-  

TKATION.IN THE HANDS OF SENIOR STUDENTS ..... I WOULD 

SAY, HOW.EVER, THAT THE COLONEL /~ID NOT SEEM ENTIRELY 

SURE THAT • THE METHODS~WHICH HE RECOMMENDED WERE 

.A SURE-FIRE CURE. FOR THE, PROBLEMS WHICH PRESIDENT 

MONROE REPORTE-D~ ". .AT THE END O F HIS LETTER HE . 

A D D E D  A PA.R/k.. GR.ApI-{ :TIttA./T IN A D D I T I O N  TO T H E  FOREGOING,  

',.IT IS ALSO SUGGESTED. WHETI~IER IT MAY NOT BE ADVISABLE 

TO A P P L Y . . T O  THE.[STAT'E L E G I S L A T U ' R E  F O R  A LAW IMPOSING 

~ N S .  ON TAg~N KEI~PERS AND STORES WITHIN A 

L I M I T E D , D I S T A N C E  O F  THE. UNIVERSITY.  '! I .AM NOT. A W A R E  
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T H E  A R M Y ,  A N D  OFT,I~.N H A V E  C O N T R I B U T E D  T H E I R  L I V E S  TO 

W I N  ITS ]~---~TTLES. A L S O ,  I W O U L D  M E N T I O N  Y O U R  

C O N T R I B U T I O N  D U R I N G  W O R L D  .WAR II IN T R A I N I N G  ON 

C A M P U S  O V E R  ]4, 000 O F E . I C E R S  IN C I V I L  A F F A I R S  A N D  M I L I T A R Y  

GOVERNMENT~ D U T I E S .  _TODAY, AS YOU KNOW, T H E  A R M Y ' S  

J U D G E  A D V O C A T E  G E N E R A L  S C H O O L  IS L O C A T E D  AT 

CHAR/~OT TESVILLE, 

A P A R T . F R O M  T H E - I N D I V I D U A L  C O N T R I B U T I O N  O F  ~ 

G R A D U A T E S  TO ITS RANKS,~ T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y .  O F  VIRGINIA.  A N D  

A M E R I C A N  UNI .VERSITIES  A N D  C O L L E G E S  IN G E N E R A L  f S U P P O K T  

J 

T H E  A R M Y  IN A T  L E A S T  THREE I M P O R T A N T - W A Y S  . . . . .  IN THIS  

A G E  O F  T E N S I O N ,  N A T I O N A L  S E C U R I T Y  R E S T S  H E A V I L Y  ON A L L  

K I N D S  OF.  L E A D E R S H I P , . .  D F  WHICH T H E  M I L I T A R Y  IS  O N L Y  O N E .  

A M E R I C A N  C O L L E G E S  A N D  U N I V E R S I T I E S ,  I N D I V I D U A L L Y  A N D  

C O L L E C T I V E L Y ,  AID T H E  AI%MY, F I R S T ,  IN P R O V I D I N G  
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~J SINCE 1946, WHEN OUR GRADUATE CIVIL SCHOOLING 

PROGRAM WAS ESTABLISHED, OVER 2,600 OFFICERS, EX- 

CLUDING THOSE i N . T H E  MEDICAL'  S E R V I C E ,  HAVE R E C E I V E D  

POSTGRADUATE DEGREES FROM AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES. 

IN THE CURRENT SEMESTER, OVER 500 OFFICERS ARE 

ENROLLED IN STUDIES IN OVER 40 FIELDS IN 48 AMERICAN 

AND FOUR EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES. • AT THE IINIVERSITY 

OF VIRGINIA, 17 ARMY OFFICERS AREPURSUING COURSES IN 

INTERNATIONAL.RELATIONS, NUCLEAR P~IYSICS, AND GENERAL 

PHYSICS. THUS, OUR UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES RENDER 

INDISPENSABLE AID TO THE ARMY IN EXTENDING THE EDUCATION 

OF PROMISINGI:RfJEMBERS WHO ARE EXPECTED TO PLAY AN 

IMPORTANT ROLE/N DEVELOPING THE ARMY OF THE FUTURE. 

THERE IS ANOTHER RELATED WAY IN WHICH OUR 

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AID THE ARMY. WE HAVE 



DEFENSE. WHEN 7%'-9E EMERGENCY ~ PEARL HARBOR 

AROSE, THIS RESERyE OF MINDPOWER W.A@-aWfM~E AVAILABLE 

TO SHIFT TO RESEARCH IN SUPPORT OF MILITARY 

REQUIREMENTS. 

OUR INSTITUTIONS OF ~ L E A R N I N G  D E S E R V E  T H E  

HIGHEST C R E D I T  F O R  CONTRIBUTIONS IN THIS F I E L D  U N D E R  

THE STRESS OF WAR. THEY NOT ONLY DEVELOPED NEW 

E D U C A T I O N A L  PROGRAMS,  BUT THEY ALSO I N T E N S I F I E D  

T H E I R  R E S E A R C H  A C T I V I T I E S  AT THE SAME T I M E .  THEY 

MADE A V A I L A B L E  THE A C C U M U L A T I O N  OF S C I E N T I F I C  

KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITY STOCk[PILED IN THE FACULTIES 

AND IN THE LABORATORIES OF THE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. 

AS A M E A S U R E  O F  THE S C I E N T I F I C  C O N T R I B U T I O N  O F  

THE COLLEGES, I WOULD CITE ONE ITEM FROM THE PRESIDENT'S 

S C I E N T I F I C  R E S E A R C H  BOARD R E P O R T  OF !947.1 THIS R E P O R T  
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I N D I R E C T L Y  ASSIST T H E  A R M E D  S E R V I C E S  IN DISCHARGING 

T H E I R  D E F E N S E  R O L E .  T H E  P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F  S E C U R I T Y ,  

WHETHER THROUGH THE DETERRENCE OF WAR OR THROUGH 

VICTORY IN UNDETERRED CONFLICT, RE QUIRES TRAINED 

LEADERS IN ALL WALKS OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE. IT IS IN 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH MEN THAT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

VIRGINIA AND ITS A S S O C I A T E D  I N S T I T U T I O N S  P L A Y  T H E I R  MOST 

I M P O R T A N T  PART. 

T H E  C O N T R I B U T I O N  O F  T H E  E D U C A T I O N A L  S Y S T E M  TO 

NATIONAL SECUR/TY IS WELL ESTABLISHED IN THE PAGES OF 

HISTORY. .THE RELATIONSHIP BEGAN TO BE NOTED AT THE 

TURN OF THE 19TH CENTURY. THEN IT ~WAS SAID THAT 

"THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO WAS WON ON THE P L A Y I N G  FIELDS 

OF ETON, " AND THAT "THE BATTLE OF SEDAN WAS WON BY 

THE PRUSSIAN SCHOOLMASTER. " THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 

~J 
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MUST H A V E  M E N  AND WOMEN T R A I N E D  TO FAC]~ T H E  HARD 

FACTS OF THE FUTURE WITH A STEADY AND UNFALTERING 

C O U R A G E .  SUCH MEN AND WOMEN SHOULD B E  T H E  

PRODUCTS OF OUR UNIVERSITY SYSTEM. A NEW GENERA- 

TION MUST RISE TO FILL THE THINNING RANKS OF THE ONE 

WHICH HAS FIRST COME TO RECOGNIZE AND TO COUNTER THE 

COMMUNIST THREAT. THE SKILLS, ABILITIES, AND TALENTS 

OF THIS NEW LEADERSHIP MUST, 

BY U N I V E R S I T I E S  AND COLLEGES. 

IN LARGE PART, BE FOSTERED 

AS CHIEF OF STAFF, I OFTEN FIND IM~YSELF ON A SOAP - 

BOX ATTEMPTING TO EXPLAIN THE ROLES AND MISSIONS OF 

THE ARMY TO OUR PEOPLE. THIS .TASK IS NOT AN EASY 

ONE BECAUSE OF THE SIZE AND COMPLEXITY OF THE ARMY 

AS IT EXISTS TODAY. BUT I HOPE, AT LEAST, THAT 1 

MAKE ONE POINT AFTER ENUMERATING THE MAGNITUDE OF 

OUR TASKS ABOUT THE WORLD. NAMELY, OUR NEED FOR 

15 


