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L O U I S  

I w a s  v e r y  h a p p y  to  be a s s i g n e d  t h e  t a s k  of  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
A r m e d  F o r c e s  in St.  L o u i s  on t h i s ,  the  s e v e n t h ,  c e l e b r a t i o n  of A r m e d  
F o r c e s  D a y .  A s  p e r h a p s  y o u  k n o w ,  I a m  a n a t i v e  of  t h i s  s t a t e .  I w a s  
b o r n  in  K e y t e s v i l l e ,  M i s s o u r i ,  m o r e  y e a r s  a g o  t h a n  I l i k e  to  r e m e m b e r .  
I g r e w  up in  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  w h e r e  I r e c e i v e d  m y  e d u c a t i o n  in  t he  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  a n d  l e f t  o n l y  u p o n  r e c e i v i n g ,  in  1918, an  a p p o i n t m e n t  to  
W e s t  P o i n t  f r o m  t h e  5th C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t .  I a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  I 
a c q u i r e d  m y  m a r t i a l  a m b i t i o n s  in  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  of  t h i s  s t a t e ,  p r i m a r i l y  
b e c a u s e  of  a g r a n d f a t h e r  who  w a s  b o r n  in  B o o n v i l l e ,  a n d  n e v e r  l e f t  t h e  
s t a t e  e x c e p t  to f o l l o w  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  f l a g  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W a r .  It  w a s  
a t  h i s  f e e t  a n d  t h r o u g h  h i s  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  of e x p l o i t s  of  G e n e r a l  S h e l b y  
t h a t  I f i r s t  b e c a m e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  m i l i t a r y  t h i n g s .  

I m e n t i o n e d  K e y t e s v i l l e  a s  m y  b i r t h p l a c e .  B e f o r e  a n y  a u d i e n c e  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  g r o u p  of e n l i g h t e n e d  M i s s o u r i a n s ,  I w o u l d  d o u b t l e s s  h a v e  
to i d e n t i f y  t h a t  t own ,  bu t  I a m  s u r e  yot{ a l l  r e c o g n i z e  i t  a s  t h e  c o u n t y  
s e a t  of  C h a r i t o n  C o u n t y .  I t  w a s  in  t h e  s q u a r e  of  K e y t e s v i l l e  t h a t  I b e c a m e  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  m y  f i r s t  g e n e r a l ,  G e n e r a l  S t e r l i n g  P r i c e ,  s e a t e d  a s t r i d e  
h i s  s t o n e  h o r s e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e .  G e n e r a l  P r i c e  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  
a s  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  in  h i s t o r y  b o o k s  a s  s o m e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  bu t  
in  m y  e y e s  h e  l o o k e d  v e r y  big i n d e e d ,  a l l  t h a t  a s o l d i e r  s h o u l d  be .  I 
have always felt indebted to that Missouri soldier for having presented 

such an inspiring model to a youthful admirer. 

As I mentioned, I became interested in soldiering by talking to 

grandfa, ther about the Civil War. I remember asking him at one point 

what branch of the Service he was in. "Oh, " he said, "I was in the 

cavalry until my horse died. After that I was in the infantry. " 



T h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  in  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n m e n t  p o l i c y  
of h i s  A r m y .  T h e n  I w e n t  a w a y  to  W e s t  P o i n t ,  a n d  w h e n  I r e t u r n e d  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  on f u r l o u g h ,  i t  w a s  h i s  t u r n  to a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  m y  
A r m y ,  o n e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  G e n e r a l  S h e l b y ' s .  He  a l w a y s  h a d  a w a y  
of s t u m p i n g  m e  by  a s k i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  "Son ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  s e e  w h a t  y o u  
do  in  t h e  A r m y  w h e n  y o u ' v e  got  n o b o d y  to  f i gh t .  " 

Now, as Chief of Staff, I am still asked that question in various 

forms and sometimes it takes several paragraphs to produce an adequate 

answer. Really, the answer is found in the title which has been chosen 

for Armed Forces Day: The United States Armed Forces represent 

power for peace. 

In spite of the complicated and heterogeneous activities of t he  
Armed Forces as they work at home and abroad, there is a common 

theme which runs through all of their enterprises and which justifies 

their activities. Our Armed Forces exist to prevent war from occurring, 

to represent such power in being that any potential aggressor observing 

their visible strength will avoid a breach of the peace. We hear a great 

deal about deterrence and deterrent strength nowadays. I think it is 

worth a little discussion of what we mean by the deterrent power of the 

Armed Forces. 

As a Nation we have no intention to start a war. Unfortunately, 

we live in a world in which we cannot be sure that all our associates 

have that same attitude. The record shows that the Communist Bloc has 

never hesitated to use military power to support aggression when that course 

of action appeared profitable. Hence, it is important that we develop ways 

and means to convince a potential aggressor of at least two things: one, 

that aggression inimical to the interests of the United States and her Free 

World allies will be contested; two, that in this contest, the aggressor 

will lose in the end. If the aggressor believes that we can beat him in 

war he is not likely to start one. But to be convincing, this deterrent 

concept must be based on reality; it cannot be mere talk, bluff, or threat. 

Instead, it must be supported by visible, tangible evidence of our Nation's 

military, economic, political, and moral strength in being. 

To be  e f f e c t i v e ,  t h i s  d e t e r r e n t  s t r e n g t h  m u s t  be  b a l a n c e d  so t h a t  
i t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  to  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  of  p o s s i b l e  s i t u a t i o n s .  B a l a n c e  d o e s  
n o t  m e a n  e q u a l  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  A r m y ,  N a v y ,  a n d  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  bu t  
r a t h e r ,  i t  m e a n s  f l e x i b l e ,  p r o p o r t i o n e d  s t r e n g t h  to d e t e r  o r  f i g h t  a n y  
v a r i e t y  of  a r m e d  c o n f l i c t  in  a n y  l a t i t u d e  o r  l o n g i t u d e  w i t h  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  



w of  w e a p o n s .  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
v e r s a t i l i t y  i n  t h e s e  w o r d s :  " . w e  m u s t  s t a y  a l e r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
u n d u e  r e l i a n c e  on  o n e  w e a p o n  o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o n l y  o n e  k i n d  of  w a r -  
f a r e  s i m p l y  i n v i t e s  a n  e n e m y  to  r e s o r t  t o  a n o t h e r .  W e  m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
k e e p  i n  o u r  a r m e d  f o r c e s  b a l a n c e  a n d  f l e x i b i l i t y  a d e q u a t e  f o r  o u r  p u r -  

p o s e s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  " 

N o w ,  w h a t  do  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  h a v e  to  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  
b a l a n c e d  s t r e n g t h  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d e t e r r i n g  w a r  ? T i m e  w i l l  n o t  

p e r m i t  a d e t a i l e d  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  I s h a l l  p o i n t  t o  s o m e  

of  t h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  i n  w h i c h  o u r  A r m e d  F o r c e s  r e p r e s e n t  d e t e r r e n t  
s t r e n g t h .  

First, our air forces. The bombers of the Air Force and the 

Navy, with their capability of delivering atomic weapons on any target 

any place in the world, represent powerful strength in being. Their 
visible readiness to retaliate protects our homeland from any ~ 

likelihood of atomic attack by hostile aircraft. Our seagoing forces, 

the largest in the world, are obviously capable of applying sea power 

to control the water areas of the earth's surface. Their strength in 

being is a reminder that the sea lanes will be kept open in war so that 

the military might of America can be deployed abroad in such quantities 

into such places as any military situation might require. 

Our Army contributes t o  deterrence primarily through its strength 
in being, trained and ready for action anywhere, anytime. Our divisions 

aligned along the Iron Curtain in Europe and along the Bamboo Curtain 

in Korea are a reminder that any aggression in these vital parts of the 

wcrld will be resisted at once by the armed might of the United States. 

The combat readiness of these forces offers convincing evidence that 

the enemy must pay for every foot of ground over which he might seek 

to advance -- pay in terms of losses and time while our retaliatory and 
reserve forces are brought to defeat him. 

In an entirely different way, the Army acts as a deterrent force 

abroad through the help it gives in developing the military forces of 

our allies. The Army performs an important role in teaching the 

indigenous forces of 44 free countries how to use and maintain the equip- 

ment made available under the military aid programs. In all, the Army 

is assisting, directly or indirectly, in the improvement of over ZOO 
• 

combat divisions. In these countrles where our forces are found, their 

presence is a powerful factor for morale. American uniforms on the 
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streets of the towns and villages constitute a reminder that the American 

people are prepared to share in the dangers of living under the Communist 

gun. 

Not only does the Army contribute to the deterrence of war by its 

forces deployed abroad, but also by its Strategic Reserve maintained at 

home. The latter includes those divisions which we hold in readiness, 

prepared for immediate deployment overseas in the case of aggression 

or attack. These units represent to any potential enemy the immediate 

reinforcements which he would encounter after the outbreak of war or 

upon the initiation of local aggression. To the extent that these units 

are strong, well-trained and equipped, and obviously ready for trouble, 

they are an important part of the over-all deterrent strength of our 

Nation. 

Behind the active Army units at home and abroad, there must 

be an effective reserve of civilian-soldiers. Since we can never afford 

to have, in being, all of the military units required for a total m~litary 

effort, we must have a back-up of reserve units ready for early emplo?- 

ment. At this moment, the Army is working very hard to build up the 

strength of the reserve units, utilizing the provision of the Reserve 

Forces Act of 1955. This Act offers an attractive choice of method by 

which a young man, between 17 and 18-1/g years of age, may discharge 

his obligation for military service. I hope that St. Louis is well aware 

of the options presented under this bill, and that you who are parents or 

have young men of military age in your family will scrutinize carefully 

the provisions of this Act. To date, over 30,000 young men have 

volunteered for service under this bill, and I sincerely hope that the 

interest in it will continue to grow and to attract men who seek to plan 

their careers with minimum interference from their military obligations. 

Another deterrent activity of the Armed Forces at home is in 

providing for the defense of the continental United States against air 

attack. Here the principal components of our defense are the inter- 

ceptor aircraft of the Air Force and the guided missiles and antiaircraft 

artillery of the Army. The missile system is based upon the Army's 

NIKE I, the first operational antiaircraft missile ever developed. It 

represents years of work following World War II when it became apparent 

that high flying bombers would soon be out of the reach of conventional 

artillery and interceptor aircraft. Today, we have our NIKE batteries 

deployed about many of the principal cities and vital target s of the United 

States. In the aggregate, our weapons for the defense of the continental 
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  a r e m i n d e r  to  a n  e n e m y  a i r  f o r c e  t h a t  t h e i r  b o m b e r s  
w i l l  s u f f e r  h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s  i f  t h e y  u n d e r t a k e  to  a t t a c k  u s .  T o  t h a t  
e x t e n t  t h e s e  f o r c e s  a d d  to  t he  o v e r - a l l  d e t e r r e n t  c a p a b i l i t y  of  t he  
A r m e d  F o r c e s .  

T h e r e  i s  one  l a s t  a r e a  in  w h i c h  t he  A r m e d  F o r c e s  m u s t  p o s s e s s  
a d e t e r r e n t  e f f e c t  - -  in  t h e  f i e l d  of  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W e  h e a r  
a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o ~ e  r a ~ - r a n g e  m i s s i l e s  a n d  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  
to  o u r  coun t ry - .  ~ W e  k n o w ~ s ~  l i t t l e / a b o u t  t h e s e  l o n g - r a n g e  m i s s i l e s ,  a n d  
i t  i s  h a r d  to  e v a l u a t e  t h e m  a s  a p r a c t i c a l  w e a p o n  o f  f u t u r e  w a r f a r e .  Bu t ,  
i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  b e  a h e a d  in  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
f i e l d ,  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  p r o d u c e  a n d  e m p l o y  t h e s e  w e a p o n s  if ,  a t  s o m e  p o i n t ,  
t h e y  a p p e a r  e s s e n t i a l  to  o u r  n a t i o n a l  a r s e n a l .  T h u s ,  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  
m u s t  b e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t he  s u p p o r t  of  a l l  o f  o u r  
s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  t a l e n t .  O u r  l e a d e r s h i p  in  t he  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
f i e l d  i s  a r e m i n d e r  to  a n y  h o s t i l e  n a t i o n  t h a t  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  c o u n t e r  
a n  a t t a c k  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  m o d e r n  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  w e a p o n s  in  t h e  w o r l d .  

L e t  m e  s u m  u p ,  t h e n ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  o u r  A r m e d  F o r c e s  to 
t he  d e t e r r e n c e  o f  w a r .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  to  r e t a l i a t e  
p o w e r f u l l y  a n d  s w i f t l y  throu_ h ~  l o n g  a n d  m e d i u m - r a n g e  b o m b e r s  
carrying atomic weapons. N4x~, there is the maintenance of supremacy 

on the seas and the protection of the sea lanes over which our country 

would deploy its reserve strength in case of war. Next, we have the 

deterrent effect of our Army forces deployed in strategic areas about 

the world and those additional forces held in reserve in the United States 

f o r  e m e r g e n c y  u s e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  h a v e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
of  o u r  c o n t i n e n t a l  d e f e n s e  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  r e a s s u r a n c e  to  o u r  p e o p l e  
b o t h  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d .  In r e g a r d  t~ t he  l a t t e r ,  o u r  f r i e n d s  ol  E u r o p e  
a r e  n o t  u n a w a r e  t h a t  t he  s a f e t y  of  A m e r i c a n  b a s e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  t h e i r  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  a i r  r e t a l i a t o r y  c a p a b i l i t y  w o u l d  e x p o s e  
t h e m  to  a t t a c k .  F i n a l l y ,  I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  t h e  d e t e r r e n t  
e f f e c t  o f  o u r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s  a n d  o u r  r e a d i n e s s  to  p r o d u c e  a n d  
e m p l o y  t h e  n e w e s t  o f  w e a p o n s .  A l l  t o g e t h e r  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  
i n t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  m i g h t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T o  b e  e f f e c t i v e ,  a l l  p i e c e s  
m u s t  f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e .  W e  c a n n o t  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  w e a k n e s s  in  one  a r e a  b y  
p r e d o m i n a n t  s t r e n g t h  in  a n o t h e r .  I h a v e  o f t e n  s a i d  t h a t  o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l  
d e t e r r e n c e  w i l l  n e v e r  d o .  D e t e r r e n c e  m u s t  b e  t r i - d i m e n s i o n a l  in  e f f e c t ,  
in t h e  a i r ,  on  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  on  t he  g r o u n d .  H e n c e ,  t he  t r e m e n d o u s  d i f f i -  
c u l t  7 a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  of  o u r  d e c i s i o n s  in  a p p l y i n g  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  to  t he  
v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s  of  d e t e r r e n c e .  Y e a r  b y  y e a r ,  a s  w e  c o m p i l e  t he  m i l i t a r y  
b u d g e t  a n d  d e v e l o p  o u r  o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n s ,  w e  m u s t  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  
w e a k  l i n k  in  t h e  a r m o r  o f  o u r  d e t e r r e n c e .  

5 



Thus  far ,  I h a v e  t a k e n  a s  m y  t h e m e  t h e  p o w e r  of t h e  A r m e d  
F o r c e s  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  p e a c e .  I h a v e  t o l d  y o u  w h a t  o u r  d u t y  i s  
in  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  d e t e r r e n c e  to  w a r .  Now,  l e t  m e  
a n s w e r  a q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  p r o b a b l y  a r i s e n  in  y o u r  m i n d .  W h a t  c a n  
I, a s  a c i t i z e n  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t ~ ~  a ~ s ~ h ~ _ e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  in  
d i s £ h a r g i n g  t h e i r  ~ m i ~ ' s i o n ?  I w ~ d l d  ~e  g l a d  to  g i v e  y o u  m y  
a n s w e r  to  t h a t  m o s t  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n .  

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  I w o u l d  a s k  a l l  c i t i z e n s  to  t a k e  a d e e p ,  
p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s .  We a r e  s o m e t i m e s  c o n c e r n e d  
b y  t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  o u r  y o u n g  m e n  v i e w  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  of  t h e i r  
m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n s .  T h o s e  w h o  e n t e r  o u r  r a n k s  a r e  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  to  
r e t a i n  b e y o n d  t h e  m i n i m u m  p e r i o d  of  r e q u i r e d  s e r v i c e .  We p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e g r e t  to  l o s e  t h e  t a l e n t e d  o n e s  who ,  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  
a t  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e ,  l e a v e  u s  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  of  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  to  r e t u r n  
to  c i v i l  l i f e .  I w o u l d  n o t  o v e r s t a t e  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  w h e n  t h e  t r e n d  
a p p e a r s  i t  i s  a m a t t e r  f o r  d e e p  c o n c e r n  to  t h o s e  of  u s  w h o  a r e  c h a r g e d  
w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  of t h e  N a t i o n .  I f  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  an  
i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  m e m b e r s  of y o u r  A r m e d  F o r c e s ,  v i s i t  t h e m  a n d  t a l k  to  
t h e i r  m e m b e r s ,  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l - - h e m  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  a j ob  
t h a t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r s .  A s e n s e  of m i s s i o n  i s  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  in  
m a i n t a i n i n g  m o r a l e  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  a m o n g  o u r  p e o p l e  t h a n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
a d v a n t a g e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  m o n t h l y  p a y c h e c k .  T h e  l a t t e r  c a n n o t  be  
too  s m a l l .  T h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  c a n n o t  be  s t a r v e d  a n d  e x p ~ e ~  r ~ a i n  
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a n d  t h e i r  s e l f - r e s p e c t .  ~ T h e y  m~{st 
be  u n d e r s t o o d ;  t h e y  m u s t  be  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

I t  s h o u l d  n o t  be  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e v e l o p  a n  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  o u r  A r m e d  
F o r c e s  i f  y o u  t a k e  a good  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e c o r d .  S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h ,  a l t h o u g h  
we  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  i n c l i n e d  to  b o a s t  of  t he  h i g h e s t  s k y s c r a p e r s ,  t h e  
d e e p e s t  c a n y o n s ,  t h e  b r o a d e s t  r i v e r s ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  we  
a r e  s t r a n g e l y  s l o w  in  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  A m e r i c a n  a r m s .  
Y e t  t h e  f a c t  r e m a i n s  t h a t  in  W o r l d  W a r  II G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  a n d  a 
d o z e n  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  c o m m a n d e r s  h a d  u n d e r  t h e i r  c o m m a n d  m o r e  
t r o o p s  t h a n  e v e r  s e r v e d  u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r s  of N a p o l e o n  a t  t h e  p e a k  of 
h i s  s t r e n g t h .  T h e s e  A m e r i c a n s  l i b e r a t e d  a r e a s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  C a e s a r ' s  
~ o n q u e s t s .  T h e y  c a p t u r e d  m o r e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a n  e v e r  f e l l  to t h e  h o r s e m e n  
of  G h e n g i s  K h a n .  T h e y  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  l e d  to  v i c t o r y  m o r e  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  
t h a n  H a n n i b a l ,  t h ~ - n a s t e r  of  c o a l i t i o n  w a r f a r e .  T h e s e  a r e  s o m e  of  t h e  

b a r e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p r i m a c y  a c h i e v e d  b y  the  A m e r i c a n  
m a n  a t  a r m s .  T h i s  t o w n  i s  f a m o u s  f o r  i t s  l o y a l t y  a n d  p r i d e  in  the  St.  
L o u i s  C a r d i n a l s .  I h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l t  r e s e r v e  a l i t t l e  p r i d e  f o r  a n o t h e r  
g r e a t  t e a m  - -  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  



These forces do not live on their past record alone. They are 

doing a job today that merits your interest and attention. Visit our 

Army camps where we are training recruits to be fighting men. Go 

to the airfields and see the pride of the Air Force. Call on our naval 

stations and observe the evidence of American seapower. If you will do 

some of these things, 1 am sure you will develop that interest in the 

Armed Forces which, in the long run, will reverberate through their 

ranks to the development of strength, confidence, and esprit de corps. 

If you make e ~ e l  that they are doing an important job, I can assure 

they will ~ d o  it in an effective way. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  c i t i z e n s  w h o  s e e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  
t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s ,  y o u  w i l l  h e l p  u s  i n  b r i n g i n g  y o u n g  m e n  o f  t a l e n t  
t o  o u r  r a n k s .  T h e  A r m y ,  t h e  N a v y ,  t h e  M a r i n e s ,  a n d  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  
w i l l  n e v e r  b e  a n y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  y o u n g  m e n  w h o  c o m p o s e  
them. The final and decisive element in all aspects of warfare is not 

the weapon, it is not the equipment, it is the men who operate and use 

~ .  t ~  The ~trength of the Army in the past has always been in the 

depth of the talent within its officer and non-commissioned officer corps. 

Although each year we lose some of the famous names known to all the 

Nation, behind these men who retire or who leave the ranks there has always 

been a new generation of young leaders coming forward, officers trained 

in the Army school system, veterans of one or more wars, with broad 

practical experience and thorough professional training, capable of 

filling the gaps. This situation must never be allowed to lapse. This 

year the young men who are entering West Point and the Reserve Officer 

Training Corps of our colleges represent the leaders who must be ready 

for heavy responsibilities two decades hence. Let us be sure that this 

generation contributes an adequate increment to maintaining that long 

line of ability in the officer corps of our Armed Forces. 

Finally, I believe that if you would do as I suggest, look at the 

Armed Forces, visit them, develop an interest in them to the point that 

you are willing to contribute some of your best men to the military pro- 

fession -- if you do these things, I feel sure that you, too, will gain by 

playing a part in this vital role of protecting our Nation. It may even be 

that it will be less painful to pay those heavy taxes which represent the 

financial support of our costly military program. But, in any event, you 

will join a most important team -- the security team of the United States. 

Along with the Armed Forces, you will contribute to t,_hatjrnpre,.ssign of 

over-all power capable of giving pause to any enem~2~w~nic~i~ i ~  only 

guarantee of our national security and the peace of the world. 

Thank you. 


